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Friday Saturday Sunday
Jan. 10 Jan. 11 Jan. 12
High: 34 High: 36 High: 44
Low: 27 Low: 18 Low: 28

7 DAY FORECAST

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
Jan. 13 Jan. 14 Jan. 15 Jan. 16
High: 43 High: 41 High: 44 High: 47
Low: 24 Low: 25 Low: 21 Low: 29

Ashville’s J.B. Potter had
a big game in the Bull-
dogs’ Class 4A Area 11
win over Hokes Bluff ear-
lier this week.
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Whitaker leads off the
2024 All-Etowah County
Schools football team.
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The Glencoe boys and
Sardis girls are the top
seeds in the upcoming
Etowah County Schools
Basketball Tournament.
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By Kaitlin Hoskins
News Editor

Etowah County was issued a winter storm warning
Thursday, January 9 by the National Weather Service.

The winter storm warning area begins along Interstate
20 and continues northward to Tennessee. The warning
went into effect at midnight, 12 a.m., Friday morning
and continues through the morning hours of Saturday.

Etowah County is also placed in a “significant impact
area,” which is defined as having “dangerous or impos-
sible driving conditions.” Residents are encouraged to
avoid travel if possible. Widespread closures and dis-
ruptions to infrastructure “may occur.”

The cause of these advisories is a winter storm named
Cora. The storm is causing issues across the east region
of the United States and beyond. Storm warnings and
advisories on Thursday stretched from New Mexico
across the country all the way to Virginia and the Caro-
linas.

Cora is forecast to bring between 1-3 inches of snow
for Etowah County, as well as a threat of freezing rain.

Ahead of the storm, schools across Etowah County
cancelled school for Friday, January 10.

Forecasters believe that travel impacts will diminish
Saturday morning, as the sun warms surfaces and tem-
peratures rise slightly. It is recommended that residents
tune into local reliable sources of information, such as

the Gadsden-Etowah County Emergency Management
Agency.

For up-to-date information on road closures, visit
ALGOtraffic.com/map. The interactive map allows in-
dividuals to see real time updates on accidents, road clo-
sures and reported travel hazards.

Apart from travel impacts, the NWS also advises that
some residents may be at risk for injury by exposure to
unsafe temperatures.

With the possibility of wintery precipitation and cold
temperatures those without adequate sheltering and
safe heat sources are at risk. Those facing homeless-
ness, those living in homes without safe and reliable
heat sources, outdoor animals and pets and those who
will be working outside during the cold snap are most at
risk of hypothermia and other cold temperature related
dangers.

The National Weather Service (NWS) recommends
that those who will be outside should wear layers of
loose-fitting, lightweight, warm clothing, and a hat.
They also suggest staying dry and out of the wind, cov-
ering your mouth to protect your lungs from extreme
cold and wearing mittens that are snug at the wrist.

For water pipes, it is recommended that you allow hot
and cold water taps to drip or trickle when not in use.
Opening cabinet doors under a sink can also help by
allowing more heat into areas with uninsulated pipes.
Central heating units should be left on and set for no
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Etowah County was issued a winter storm warning
Thursday, January 9 by the National Weather Ser-
vice.

lower than 55 degrees. If you plan on being away from
your home or business, consider shutting water off to the
building or having a trusted person check on the build-
ing daily.
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Meighan Bridge could soon see improvements

T

Meighan Bridge along U.S. Highway 431 could soon see improvements and expansions.

By Kaitlin Hoskins
News Editor

Commuters traveling to East Gadsden’s retail area
could enjoy a smoother ride in the future thanks to a
RAISE grant for nearly $5 million.

On Tuesday, January 7, the Gadsden City Council held
a public hearing during its regularly scheduled meeting
to discuss the 2025 RAISE grant project. The grant to-
taled $4.6 million dollars with the city’s 20 percent match
equaling about $900,000. The project would involve im-
proving the Meighan Bridge to add additional lanes and
safer sidewalks.

The city applied for the grant through the federal gov-
ernment, and Gadsden Mayor Craig Ford said the side-
walk improvements will allow the structure to be Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant.

Ford said that although the Meighan Bridge has passed
all Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) in-
spections, the bridge is outdated.

“It’s a six-lane highway on both ends feeding into a
four-lane bridge,” Ford said. “That’s a problem. It does
shake and it can be scary. It is safe, but it is too small.”

The next stages for the city are continued planning,
more grant applications for the construction portion of
the project. There is no completion date or start date for
the project.

“It’s just the beginning planning stages,” Ford said.
“We are looking ahead and trying to plan ahead for the
future of Gadsden. We are growing and we need to pre-
pare for that. We have a lot of people crossing that bridge
each day.”

Southside to use state
grant for new program

The City of Southside recently received a $91,850 portion
of a $400,000 grants for law enforcement training equipment
and drug treatment resources in nine counties.

Southside will use the grant money for the police depart-
ment’s new Virtual Reality Response Training project, in
which officers take part in immersive and interactive train-
ing depicting a variety of response scenarios, including traf-
fic stops, dealing with distressed people and handling active
armed offenders.

The Limestone County Commission, the City of Muscle
Shoals and the RCA Foundation also received a portion of
the grant.

“Our law enforcement officers work around the clock to
protect and serve our communities, and these grants will
fund projects that will make conditions safer for everyone in-
volved in law enforcement encounters, including the officers
themselves,” Gov. Kay Ivey said.

The grants are being awarded through the Edward Byrne
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant program, which provides
funding for a wide range of endeavors including law enforce-
ment training, technology improvement and more.
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Participants set up tents at the annual chili cookoff.

DGI Chili Cookoff
set for February 1

Saturday, February 1, is the date for the 17th annual
Downtown Gadsden Chili Cook Off. Local teams will put
their recipes to the taste test with on-site cooking with plen-
ty of bragging rights on the line. Teams can begin cook-
ing as early as 7 a.m. on Broad Street between 4th and 6th
streets.

The public is invited to purchase taste tickets to sample
the chili entries. Tickets will be available onsite for $1 each
or six for $5. Chili will be ready for sampling at 12 p.m.,
and everyone is encouraged to arrive early because the chili
can run out quickly!

Judges will sample each participating chili dish to select
first, second and third place cash prize winners. The public
can cast their votes for the crowd favorite.

Proceeds from the event will be used to support ongoing
downtown projects.

Teams interested in joining can learn more by visiting
downtowngadsden.com or calling the DGI office at 256-
547-8696. Deadline date for entry is January 30 but teams
that enter before January 17 receive two free tee shirts.
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Richard Charles
Waldron Jr.

ATTALLA - Richard
Charles Waldron Jr., age 20,
of Attalla, Alabama passed
away on Saturday, January
4,2025.

A visitation for Richard
will be held Saturday, Janu-
ary 11, 2025 from 3:00 PM
to 6:00 PM. A visitation
will occur Sunday, January
12, 2025 from 11:00 AM to
12:00 PM. A chapel service
will occur Sunday, January
12,2025 at 12:00 PM.

A burial at Williams -
Southside Memorial Gar-
dens will occur Sunday,
January 12, 2025.

Rebecca “Becky”
Hill Hamilton

ASHVILLE - Rebecca
Hill Hamilton, age 80, lov-
ingly known as Becky to her
friends and family, passed
away peacefully on Monday
January 6th, 2025, at her
home, surrounded by fam-
ily, in Ashville, AL.

She was a devoted wife,
mother, grandmother and
great  grandmother and
loved her Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ and adored
her church family at Gum
Springs Missionary Baptist,
where she was a longtime
member. She also served as
a Sunday schoolteacher and
choir member.

Becky spent several years
of her childhood in Con-
neaut, Ohio and then re-
turned to Alabama where
she attended and gradu-
ated from Appalachian High
School. She met and married
the love of her life, Charles
Gary Hamilton. Becky was
a beloved lunchroom lady
at Ashville school where she

retired with a full and happy
heart. She also enjoyed bak-
ing cakes for family and
friends.

She is preceded in death
by her father, David Elmer
Hill, mother, Ivalee Hill,
brothers- James Wesley
Hill, Delmer Lee Hill, Billie
ed Hill, John Kenneth Hill,
sisters- Laura Geneva Mc-
Croskey and Jeanie Loraine
Snow.

She is survived by her

husband of 62 years,
Charles Gary Hamilton,
children- Debra (Mark)

Barnard, Duane (Donna)
Hamilton, Jonathan Ham-
ilton, grandchildren- DJ
(Kandice) Hamilton, Me-
gan Bush, Justin Barnard,
Jordan Hamilton, Nicholas
(Jen) Self, Riley Averett, 4
great- grandchildren, and
several nieces, nephews and
great-nieces and nephews.

Becky’s legacy will be
carried on by the remem-
brance of her bundles of love
and joy that she brought into
the lives of those around her.

The family will receive
friends at Gum Springs Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in
Ashville, AL on January 14,
2025, from 10:30 AM until
12:00 PM. The funeral will
follow at 12:00 PM. Bro.
Chris Cornutt will officiate
with Bro. Jeremy Jones and
Bro. Steven Sawyer.

Serving as pallbearers
will be Justin Barnard, DJ
Hamilton, Jordan Ham-
ilton, Jeremy Faulkner,
Skyler Faulkner and Trent
Faulkner.

Riley Averett and Joseph
Dillard will serve as honor-
ary pallbearers.

The family would like to
extend their heartfelt grati-
tude to the amazing staff at
Home Instead Caregiving
Co. in Rainbow City and to
the hospice staff at Enhabit
Home Health and Hospice
of Pell City.

Kathy Reavis
Smithson

GADSDEN - Kathy Rea-
vis Smithson, age 75, passed
away on December 31,
2024. Collier-Butler Funeral
Home and Cremation Ser-
vice is managing the final
arrangements, and a private
memorial service will be
held by her family.

Born on July 13, 1949, in
Gadsden, Alabama, Kathy
was a lifelong resident of
the state and moved to Rain-
bow City upon retirement.
She was a beloved mother
and grandmother, known
for her generous heart and
enthusiasm for both giving
and receiving gifts. Kathy
loved a good adventure,
whether it was hunting, fish-

ing, or camping with family
and friends. Her early pas-
sions included NASCAR
racing, coaching soccer, and
serving as a Cub Scout den
mom.

She was an avid Alabama
football fan (and on occasion
watched Auburn, in support
of family members with
those leanings). She had a
tradition of attending the
latest movie premier with
family every Christmas and
she cherished supporting her
grandchildren at their games
and performances, followed
by thrift shopping and bowl-
ing to celebrate. Her legacy
of love, humor, and adven-
ture will be treasured by all
who knew her.

Kathy was predeceased
by her parents Clifford
Seaborn Reavis and Eva
Mae Norton; her Husband
Bobby Louis Smithson; and
her brother Clifford “Kip”
Reavis Jr. She is survived
by her sister Carol Eubanks
(Randall); three children,
Bryan Wells, Warren Wells
(Tamie), and Clint Wells
(Misti); her grandchildren,
Collin Wells, Allison Hel-
fort (Clayton), Dillon Wells,
Baxter Wells, Reilly Wells,
Josh Wells (Janine), Jason
Wells, Rachel Shaw (Pate);
niece and nephew Melinda
Sellers (Michael), and John
Eubanks; and grandnieces
Audrey and Cassidy Sellers.

The family gives spe-
cial thanks to the physi-
cians, nurses, and support
staff at Riverview Regional
Medical Center. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be
made to Alabama Kidney
Foundation: www.alkidney.
org; Phone: 205-900-7250;
Email: info@alkidney.org
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Gary C Moody, Sr.

RAINBOW CITY - Gary
C Moody, Sr., age 75, of
Rainbow City, AL passed
away on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 1, 2025. A funeral ser-
vice will be held at 1:00
pm on Wednesday, January
15, 2025, at Collier-Butler
Funeral Home. Rev. Allen
Ragan will officiate. Burial
will follow at Forrest Hill
Cemetery in Birmingham,
AL. Collier-Butler Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Gary was a graduate of
Leeds High School. He
loved to hunt and was apart
of the FOP Hunting Club.
He also enjoyed going fish-
ing and building race cars.
Above all, Gary loved his
family. He will be deeply
missed by everyone who
knew him.

Gary was preceded in
death by his parents, Robert
Walker Moody and Marga-
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ret Juanita Bailey; and wife
Jackie Sue Moody.

He is survived by his wife,
Angel Bennington; son,
Gary C. Moody, Jr., stepson,
Adam (Margie) Bennington;
granddaughter,  Kimberly
Bennington; and brother,
Robert (Lynn) Moody.

Pallbearers will be Gary
Moody, Jr., Adam Benning-
ton, Dean Isdell, and Heath
Jaynes.

The family will accept
friends from 12:00 pm until
the hour of the service at the
funeral home on Wednes-
day.

Virginia Thompson
Rowe

GADSDEN - Please join
us in celebrating the life of
Virginia Thompson Rowe,
our beloved wife, mother
and teacher on Saturday,
January 11, 2025 at 2:00
pm at Collier-Butler Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Rev.
Craig Carlisle will offici-
ate. A private interment will
be held on Sunday, Janu-
ary 12, 2025 at Forest Hills
Cemetery in Birmingham,
Alabama.

Virginia was born in
Gadsden, AL, on July 3,
1943, the daughter of Ben-
jamin and Pearl (Haas)
Thompson. She graduated
from Gadsden High School
in 1961 and earned a BA
in English from Samford
University in 1964. While
at Samford, Virginia met
her future husband, Palmer
Rowe. She committed to life
as a military spouse while
raising three sons and pur-
suing a career in secondary
education. During Palmer’s
military deployments, she
taught in Department of
Defense schools in Europe
and at schools at various lo-
cations in the United States.
When Palmer retired from
military service in 1992,
Virginia was glad to return
home to Gadsden but was
not ready to retire herself,
as she loved teaching.

Virginia taught at Emma
Sansom High School from
1994 until 2006. She was
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beloved by her students and
fellow faculty members and
was also the devoted spon-
sor for the Emma Sansom
yearbook, “The Talisman.”
Each November, Virginia
organized a Veteran’s Day
program at the school that
received statewide recogni-
tion for its powerful tribute
to members of the military.

Virginia was a terrific
homemaker and enter-
tainer. She loved opening
her home for fun and fel-
lowship with friends and
family. For many years she
held annual gatherings for
Christmas celebrations and
retirement groups.

Virginia was also active
in church life and greatly
enjoyed the fellowship at
12th Street Baptist Church.
She was a vital part of
Taste of Hope, the church’s
weekly outreach program
providing meals to those in
need.

Virginia is survived by
her loving husband of 59
years, Palmer W. Rowe, Jr,
her sons Patrick (Sarah),
Peter (Jan), Philip (Holley),
and Ricky (Cyndi) and her
grandchildren, Haley Shaw
(Kade), Holden Rowe,
Kathryn Rowe, Margaret
Rowe, and Helen Rowe.
During her lifetime, she
was blessed to know her
great grandchildren Rowen
and Kyra Shaw.

Pallbearers ~ will  be
Holden Rowe, Kade Shaw,
Shaun Rowe, Tyler Jones,
Mykel Storey, and Gene
Shaw.

The family would like to
extend special thanks to the
care team at Shirley's An-
gels.

The family will receive
friends for visitation on
Saturday, January 11, 2025
from 1:00 pm until 2:00 pm
prior to the service at the
funeral home.

Laura HawKkins

GADSDEN - On Mon-
day, January 6th, 2025
Laura Hawkins peacefully
answered the call of her
Heavenly Father, leaving
this world from the com-
fort of her home.

Laura Hawkins was born
on July 24,1944 to the late
Robert Dailey and Jose-

phine White.

A proud graduate of
Carver  High  School,
Laura’s commitment to

education and service was
evident early in life. After
graduating, she pursued

her dream of becoming a
nurse, enrolling in nursing
school in Selma, Alabama,
where she honed her skills
and knowledge. Her com-
passion and dedication to

caring for others were the
cornerstones of her career,
and she made a lasting im-
pact on all those she cared
for throughout her nursing
journey.

Her memory will forever
be treasured by her devot-
ed and loving husband, J.
Leon Hawkins Sr., and her
three surviving children:
Juan (Sandra) Hawkins
Sr. of Austin, Texas, La
Jean Hawkins of Gadsden,
Alabama, and John Leon
Hawkins Jr. of Shaker
Heights, Ohio. She is also
lovingly remembered by
her nieces and nephews:
Selena (Tazan) Edwards
of Gadsden, Alabama, La-
Sonya White of Gadsden,
Alabama, Pretzel Fitzger-
ald White of Seattle, Wash-
ington, and Echo Desayvo
Byers of Gadsden, Ala-
bama as well as a host of
other family members and
friends.

She was preceded in
death by her beloved sib-
lings, Ralph Ruskin Sr.,
Julia White Byers, and
Leonard White, as well as
her cherished children, Va-
lencia Renee Hawkins and
Ivan Savoy Hawkins, Sr.

A private service will be
held for the family, offer-
ing a moment of quiet re-
flection and remembrance.

The family would like to
extend their deepest grati-
tude to Amedisys Home
Healthcare for their com-
passionate and dedicated
care during Laura’s final
days, as well as to all the
caregivers who provided
unwavering support, love,
and kindness throughout
her journey.

Lisa Kathryn Meats

Lisa Kathryn Meats,
passed away on January
6,2025. Lisa will be remem-
bered as loving, funny, and
for her very fast and sharp
wit. She was generous and
would share anything she
had with whoever needed it.
She enjoyed scrap booking
and being with her family
and friends . She said being
a mother was the greatest
thing to ever happen to her.
Her furbabies Jill and Isable
were also loved deeply. She
was loved by all and will be
dearly missed.

She is preceded in death
by her husband David Paul
Meats Sr. and mother Kath-
ryn Rudd, She is survived by
her children Brittany, David,
Kaitlyn and Nathan, and one
brother Sean Rudd. Special
thanks to Dr. Lee, Scotty, the
staff of Gadsden Regional
Cancer Center, and very
special thanks to friends and
family.
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Fort named dean of GSCC Academic Programs

Dr. Chanel L. Fort has been appointed as the new
dean of Academic Programs and Services. She replaces
Dr. Farrah Hayes, who recently was named the direc-
tor of the new Challenger Learning Center. Fort brings
over two decades of diverse experience in leadership
and program development to her new role at Gadsden
State.

“We look forward to the positive impact Dr. Fort will
make in shaping the future of our academic programs
and furthering Gadsden State’s mission of student suc-
cess and community development,” said Dr. Kathy
Murphy, president of Gadsden State.

Fort holds a bachelor’s degree in health sciences and
health services administration from the University of
Alabama at Birmingham; a master’s degree in Human
Services and Healthcare Administration from Capella
University; and a doctoral degree in Education, Global
Leadership and Change from Pepperdine University

Prior to joining Gadsden State, Fort served as the di-
rector of outcomes assessment at Jefferson State Com-
munity College, where she led the college-wide as-
sessment and accreditation process for all four of its
campuses. From 2016 to 2021, Ford was the CEO and
learning strategist at Fortified Learning Solutions, an
organization she founded.

Other roles Fort has held include adjunct instructor
at Jefferson State, corporate dean of health sciences for
Education Corporation of America and program direc-
tor of Pharmacy and Office Administration Programs at
Virginia College. She has also worked as a grants offi-
cer for the Alabama Department of Public Health and as
a district pharmacy training coordinator and pharmacy
profit-and-loss analyst for Walgreens.

In recognition of her contributions to education and
her community, Fort was named to Birmingham Busi-
ness Journal’s “People on the Move” list in 2021 and
was honored as an Education Design Lab designer in
residence in 2022. As EDL designer, she was recog-
nized as one of the 12 leaders “reimagining the role of
higher education in addressing racial and economic op-
portunity gaps.” In her role as a United Negro College
Fund Institutional Change Agent for a local HBCU,
Ford received $1.1 million in funding for institutional
transformation and innovation and honored as a recipi-
ent of the UNCF Change Agent Award for Academic
Improvement and Transformation.

As Dean of Academic Services at Gadsden State, Fort
will oversee all academic instructional programs and

services, including program development and revision,
library sciences, online instruction and international
programs. She will also manage the Alabama Language
Institute and lead the development and implementation
of strategic planning for academic programs.

“I accepted the position at Gadsden State because the
institution exudes excellence in education practice, op-
erations, people power and leadership,” Ford said. “Ac-
cepting the position at Gadsden State also allows me to
share my wisdom in educational leadership and steer
the vision of academics, which is my career passion.”

Fort brings a wealth of experience in both academic
leadership and community engagement with a strong
track record in programmatic accreditation, institu-
tional partnerships, grant-funded initiatives and educa-
tional improvement.

“My career has kept me at the forefront of education-
al practice, policy change and academic improvement,”
she said. “My work in education and workforce devel-
opment extends beyond the two- and four-year college
systems and into city government, national accrediting
organizations and national nongovernment organiza-
tions. Collectively, these experiences will catapult my
work as the dean of Academic Programs and Services.”

As the new leader at Gadsden State, Fort has her
sights on several immediate priorities.

“My first steps will be to conduct program reviews
and evaluate the outcomes for better understanding of
existing program sustainability and changing needs,”
she said. “T will assess faculty qualifications to ensure
that all courses are taught by qualified faculty mem-
bers, and I will review the library catalog of sources
and close any gaps in database access, missing and ex-
piring contracts and sources quality and library use. |
will also grasp the community-based initiatives offered
through the Alabama Language Institute, the Teaching
and Learning Center and the Fine Arts Division. It is
also important that I understand the historical impact of
the college’s international program to develop a concise
vision for recharging the college’s global awareness.”

Fort’s approach to leadership emphasizes relation-
ship building and collaboration.

“I plan to meet with the faculty, staff and students
through focus groups to gather insights on professional
development interests and morale and student perspec-
tives on academic support systems,” she said. “Addi-
tionally, I intend to establish meaningful relationships
and inculcate leadership as a circle of support.”

Submitted photo

Dr. Chanel L. Fort (pictured above) has been appoint-
ed as the new dean of Academic Programs and Ser-
vices at Gadsden State Community College.

Fort is enthusiastic about joining Gadsden State’s ad-
ministration.

“Gadsden State is one of the most professional col-
leges I’ve been associated with,” she said. "The pro-
fessionalism has been spot-on from the interview to
onboarding. It is the level of quality in educational ex-
cellence that I most appreciate. Gadsden State is also a
community staple with a tremendous reputation. I have
friends who’ve graduated from Gadsden State, and they
all speak highly of the college. For this reason, I’'m an
immediate fan and grateful to be a Cardinal.”

Main Street Alabama announces expanded team

Main Street Alabama recently
announced the expansion of its
development team to help serve
the National Main Street Coor-
dinating Program’s implemen-
tation of the community-based
4-Point Approach to revitalize
historic districts.

The statewide organiza-
tion recently welcomed Mari-
ah Montgomery as the new-
est member of its Main Street
Program Development Team.
Montgomery worked as the En-

terprise Parks and Recreation’s
Program Coordinator for two
years, implementing events and
programs for the community.
In 2022, she accepted the posi-
tion of executive director with
Main Street Enterprise, only the
second person to serve in the
full-time role. During that time,
Main Street Enterprise received
14 Main Street Alabama Awards
of Excellence, including a $5
million Reinvestment Award for
investment into the district.

Main Street Alabama helps
communities organize them-
selves for success, improve the
design of their neighborhoods,
promote their districts, and en-
hance their economic base. As
part of the development team,
Montgomery will help coordi-
nate and provide technical ser-
vices to improve revitalization
outcomes for Main Street Ala-
bama communities, including
nonprofit management, orga-
nizational development, fund-

raising, strategic development,
program sustainability, business
assistance, historic building
rehabilitation, volunteer devel-
opment, marketing, and pro-
motion, and working with des-
ignated communities to realize
economic impact.

Main Street Alabama has 33
Designated Programs and 29
Network Communities and re-
cently announced its lineup of
New City Application Work-
shops for 2025. Main Street

Alabama is a non-profit orga-
nization which stresses public-
private  partnerships, broad
community engagement and
strategies that create jobs, spark
new investment, attract visitors
and spur growth in core com-
mercial districts. Main Street
Alabama builds on the authentic
history, culture and attributes of
specific places to bring sustain-
able change.

For more information, visit
mainstrectalabama.org.

JSU announces new partnerships

Jacksonville State University re-
cently announce the addition of two
new partners in AmFirst and Birming-
ham OBGYN. These partnerships
further underscore the university’s
commitment to fostering meaningful
collaborations that enrich the univer-
sity, its partners and the communities
they serve.

Since the first business partnership
was created in 2020, JSU’s partner-
ship program has grown to include
a total of 29 organizations, a diverse
group representing education, health-
care, industry, government and non-
profit sectors. Together, these orga-
nizations and Jacksonville State are
paving the way for greater educational

partners can be found at www.jsu.edu/
partnerships.

Through these partnerships, Jack-
sonville State has awarded 989 schol-
arships to 470 individual students,
empowering students to pursue higher
education while creating opportunities
for professional growth and commu-
nity impact.

“With the addition of AmFirst and
Birmingham OBGYN, our business
partnership program continues to ex-
pand its reach and influence," said JSU
President Dr. Don C. Killingsworth, Jr.
"These partnerships demonstrate the
collective commitment to education,
workforce development and commu-
nity advancement that benefits us all.”

their employees with access to exclu-
sive benefits, including scholarships,
tuition scholarships and personal-
ized educational pathways. Current
partners span a variety of industries
and include chambers of commerce,
healthcare providers and financial in-
stitutions.

Organizations interested in partner-
ing with Jacksonville State or wish to
learn more about collaboration op-
portunities are encouraged to contact
Kelly Martin, Director of Enrollment
Initiatives, at knmartin@jsu.edu or
visit www.jsu.edu/partnerships.

Jacksonville State remains dedicat-
ed to expanding its partnerships, en-
suring the continued growth and suc-

(P radius recycling

Strength. Sustainability. Success.

CASH PAID

FOR SCRAP METAL

SCRAP IRON | COPPER | BRASS | ALUMINUM |
STAINLESS STEEL | ALUMINUM CANS

CONTAINER SERVICE AVAILABLE
FULL SERVICE SCRAP METAL YARD

HIGHEST PRICES PAID

www.radiusrecycling.com

access and workforce development
across Alabama. The complete list of

Jacksonville State’s
provide partner organizations

partnerships
and

cess of students, employees and the
communities it proudly serves.

256-538-7891

GSCC hosts intervention training

Gadsden State Community College hosted
a free training session for Behavioral Inter-
vention Threat Assessment Teams, law en-
forcement professionals and school person-
nel on Thursday, January 9.

The four-hour course hosted at Gadsden
State’s Gadsden campus’s science building’s
auditorium provided insights and strategies
for enhancing safety and preparedness in
schools and communities.

“We are proud to host this important train-
ing at Gadsden State Community College.
The safety of our students, staff, faculty, and
communities is our top priority”, said Jay

Freeman, chief of the Gadsden State Police
and Safety Department. “By bringing to-
gether law enforcement, school personnel,
and Behavioral Intervention Teams, we col-
laborate and equip boots on the ground with
the knowledge and tools needed to prevent
potential threats. This training is essential in
ensuring that we proactively safeguard our
campuses and communities.”

The training session covered types of vio-
lence, importance of reporting, pathways to
violence, enhancers and mitigators, triggers
and stressors, information gathering and pri-
vacy laws, management options and more.

Winter storm warning

In case a pipe does freeze and rupture,
it is recommended by NWS to make sure
everyone capable of doing so know how
to turn off the water to the building. NWS
also warns to never thaw pipes with an
open flame or torch. A hair dryer is rec-
ommended.

Another danger of cold weather comes
from unsafe attempts at heating sur-
roundings. Using kerosene heaters and
other natural gas heaters can release dan-
gerous levels of carbon monoxide. If us-
ing those heating methods, it is recom-
mended that a carbon monoxide detector
is installed. Other tips include opening a
window slightly, closing off rooms that
do not need immediate heat.

- From 1A

Residents are urged to never use a gas
oven as a means of heating your home,
never use a generator indoors, never use
gasoline to light your fireplace and never
burn charcoal indoors.

Residents are encouraged to bring all
pets inside, if possible, and check on
neighbors who may not have reliable
heat.

NWS also recommends preparing your
vehicle for cold weather by checking
your battery, check your fluids, check the
air in your tires and ensure that they are
staying aired up, placing jumper cables in
your car and placing a blanket and warm
back up clothes in your vehicle, in case it
breaks down.

1-800-289-2857
1007 9th Street SW | Attalla, Alabama

Rent to Own. No Credit Check.

Call Byron for details

256-442-1891

701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906
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GSCC announces 2024 graduates

Gadsden State Community Col-
lege recently released the names of
the Summer and Fall 2024 graduating
class. The local graduates are as fol-
lows:

Katharine Beavers, William Jen-
kins and Anna Mayo, of Altoona;
Bryli Bone, Rachel Davis, Margaret
Fox-Eggleton, Erick Gonzalez, Chan-
dler McGinnis, Ashley Storey and
Hope Williams of Ashville; Rebecca
Baker, Jessica Boyer, Kendra Davis,
Fabree Freeman, Taylor Hood, Frank
La Corte, David Lankford, Samuel
Lemons, Matthew Logan, Landon
Maroney, Elijah Molock, Macee
New, Joshua Owen, Summer Robin-
son, Breanna Rodocker, Jakori Stell
and Alexis Surrett, of Attalla; Chris-
tina Alford Glass, Gregorio Antonio,
Denedria Baba, McKayla Bean, David
Berry, Zachary Bradshaw, Mackenzie
Brown, Jessica Brumblow, Whitley
Burley, Classie Collins, Lachantris
Colton, Kristy Cooper, Mark Dailey,
Nicole Daniels, Halle Davenport,
Alexis Davis, Griffin Deck, Colton
Divine, Angel Duncan, Alyssa Farley,
Grace Furness, Lauren Garrett, Tay-

sia Glasby, Hannah Goosby, Keona
Guyton, Elisha Hardy, Ziniah Hardy,
Gracie Harris, Ashley Hawk, Chel-
sea Hubbard, Kaitlyn Hughes, Ashley
Hunter, Brittany Jackson, Montana
Johnson, Dylan Johnston, Holley
Jones, Takaylor Jones, Letunga Kim-
ble, Nebrija Kyle, Andy Lawson, Da-
vis Liggan, Nehemias Loarca Lucas,
Chase Lopas, Victoria Luker, Sydney
Lumpkin, Michelle Mateo, Chelsea
McConnell, Clairalycia McFarlin,
Jessica McGlaughn, Michael McK-
iven, Kyara Miliner, Jahmari Mitchell
, Scotlyn Moore, Mya Mostella, Jes-
sica Nelson, Sydney Parker, Saloni
Patel, Rachel Pierce, Sarah Posey,
Frances Potter, Jackson Primm, Ju-
lie Ragan, Estrella Ramierez, Kiya
Ransaw, Ivy Roberts, Nicholas Rob-
erts, Kala Robinson, Greg Sandridge,
Dovitaca Satcher, MaQuita Sayles,
Trina Scarber, Zaryiah Shack, Kristy
Shields, Daniel Sieber, Tori Smith,
Janekia Staten, Jace Stewart, Bri-
anna Thomason, Hope Thomason,
Donovan Thornhill, Hanna Tolbert,
David Turner, Neanna Turner, Han-
nah Whiteman, Cassandra Whitmire,

Chantara Williams and Colby Yocum,
of Gadsden; Jackson Barron, Matthew
Bryant, Brandi Moore and Travis
Smith, of Gallant; Layla Abernathy,
Yi Chen, Madalin Gorham, Stepha-
nie Green, Conner Holland, Abigail
Lusk, Kaylee Schmid, Steven Teague,
Karlee Thompson, Peyton Thomp-
son and Trevor Wilson, of Glencoe;
Christopher Brown, Phillip Burch-
field, Savannah Griffin, Keira John-
son, Grayson Kellett, Payton Pruett,
Emily Roe and Kennedy Williams, of
Hokes Bluff; Salah Al-hakim, Blake
Bell, Jacob Berrong, Britnee Crozier,
Emma Ford, Haya Ghazal, Breunna
Holt, Erika Long, Shela Mitchell,
Thomas O’Neal, Camryn Powell,
Breanne Thomas, Malaika Thomas,
Anna Varnon, Brittany White and
John Woods, of Rainbow City; Hollie
Bonds, Julie Chandler, Ryan Elmore,
Kelli Gaither, Angela Gaskin, Hanna
Gray, Daimon Hitchcock, Lindsay
Jakiel, Cason Livingston, Ethan Mar-
tin, Lacey Rich, Carley Wagers and
Gerald Walker, of Southside; and
Carson James, Hondra Reneman and
Payton Washburn, of Steele.

Birthday Announcement

Happy Birthday!

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING...

WOMEN’S AND CHILDREN’S CLOTHING, SHOES & PURSES
JEWELRY & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

NANA'’S ATTIC

& CONSIGNMENT SHOP

429 EWING AVENUE | NORTH GADSDEN | 256-546-9281
OPEN TUESDAY - FRIDAY | 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

New Agent in the area and would like your business
with estates and listings in the following areas:

Etowah County, Cherokee County, Calhoun County,
St. Clair County, Blount County, Marshall County,
Jefterson County and surrounding areas.

Randall Battles
REALTOR ®

Oneonta
100 2nd Avenue West
Oneonta, AL 35121

Cell: 256-399-5454
rbattles@realtysouth.com
randallbattles.realtysouth.com

The Messenger wishes a happy belated 9th birthday
to Piper Smith. Piper turned nine years old on Tues-
day, January 7. From everyone at The Messenger,
including Piper’s mother Lindsey Frazier, we wish you

a happy 9th year!
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Bob Leath was one of Gadsden’s finest detectives

Looking"
at the
History

Walter Pryor was the only person ever
hanged in the old county jail in downtown
Gadsden on North Third Street. The build-
ing was abandoned when the new court-
house was completed. Pryor had shot and
killed Henry Quest, a man from New Jer-
sey.

Pryor was employed by the Alabama
Power Construction Company, which was
building the first steam plant of the Ala-
bama Power Company in East Gadsden
in 1913. Quest was the personnel man in
charge of labor.

Pryor, who lived in camp quarters on
the premises, did not show up for work
one morning, and Quest went to his room
to wake him up. A woman was in Pryor’s
quarters, which was against the rules.
When Quest told her leave the premises,
Pryor pulled a pistol and shot him. When
Pryor escaped, the employees of the con-
struction company offered a $300 reward
for his capture.

Company officials requested that Gads-
den Police Chief Bob Leath direct the man
hunt for Pryor, although the crime occurred
outside the city limits. Leath agreed and
set about to hunt the fugitive. The chief
got many leads, false and otherwise, and fi-
nally located Pryor in Calhoun County near
Duke Station.

Leath solicited the aid of Gadsden po-
liceman Morris Roper and Bill Thornton,
and the trio soon laid the trap for the cap-
ture. In order to prevent premature public-
ity, Leath kept a local reporter informed of
every step he would make.

When everything was ready, Leath,
Roper and Thornton found Pryor hiding in
the smokehouse of John Lawrence, a local
farmer who had agreed to feed Pryor and
give him a suit of clothes in exchange for
the pistol that was used in the Quest killing.
Pryor surrendered without any resistance.
Every cent of the $300 reward was paid to
Lawrence.

On Aug. 19, 1913, after Pryor had been
jailed, the employees at the power station
presented Leath with a fine Hamilton watch
with 21 ruby jewels and bore an engraved
inscription showing that it had been pre-
sented to him as an appreciation of his fine
work. Later that night Leath was the guest
of honor at a dinner given by Alabama
Power Construction Company employees
as a further mark of their appreciation.

Pryor was given a fair trial and sentenced
to hang. His case went to Alabama Su-
preme Court, but there were no mitigating
circumstances in his favor.

Pryor never showed the least sign of re-

gret or repentance and would not talk to
anybody about the incident.

The Pryor case was only one of many
successful detective jobs Leath pulled off'in
his many years as a peace officer in Etowah
County. He served three terms as Etowah
County sheriff and built a solid record in
solving major crimes, including running
down the notorious the bank robber Tom
Barnes.

As of Jan. 18, 1950, all prisoners were
moved out of the old county jail and locked
up in the new Etowah County Courthouse
building located at Eighth Street and For-
rest Avenue.

Hanging was abolished as a means of
capital punishment in Alabama by a bill
sponsored by J.C. Inzer of Gadsden when
he was a member of the state legislature.
Inzer’s bill called for all executions to take
place in an electric chair at a state prison.
Since that law went into effect, all death
sentences have been carried out in Mont-

gomery.

Sandra Bost

My maternal grandmother would have
turned 100 on January 8. Memaw grew
up in the deep South and had the accent to
prove it. It is safe to say that she could have
done a voiceover for Governor Ivey’s “high
stepper” advertisement and nobody would
have known the difference. Memaw knew
how to draw out those one-syllable words
and knew exactly how to use the phrase
“bless your heart!”

My birthday is also in January, along
with my uncle, Memaw’s son. It was cus-
tomary for Memaw to make a yellow cake
with homemade fudge icing for the three
of us, which she would garnish with pecan
(pronounced /puh-KAHN/) halves in con-
centric circles around the top of her two-
layer delicacy. It is a tradition I have missed
now for almost 19 years since she went to
Gloryland. I have tried to make the cake the
same way she did, but nobody makes it like
Memaw did. There is just something about
the memories of our grandmothers’ cooking
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No yield? No problem

that live on in our hearts as legend, which
reminds me of a story that I have never
shared publicly until now.

It happened right after my sister was
married in 1993. She was a young bride all
set to make her husband a delicious break-
fast for dinner. She had never really cooked
much, except for the occasional Kraft mac-

FORD

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden AL
256-413-7611
cfordinsurance.com

and-cheese that college life afforded, but
how hard could it be?

My sister first laid out her ingredients
and started mixing the biscuits. Following
the recipe on the back of the all-purpose
flour package, she decided to call Memaw
for support.

“Hey dahlin’,” Memaw’s excited voice
said when she heard my sister’s greeting
(in proper Southern dialect, the “r” sound
is not pronounced). “Whatcha doin’?”

“l am cooking breakfast for dinner to-
night and I need your help,” my sister re-
plied. “The recipe calls for baking soda
and baking powder, but I don’t have any
powder.”

“Honey, just put a little extra soda. It’ll
be fine.”

Sister opened the freezer and grabbed
the opened box of baking soda that she
had stored in there (you know, the one
that is supposed to absorb the odor). She
measured out two teaspoons and tossed it
in the mix. Next, Memaw told her to cut
the Crisco in with a fork before adding the
buttermilk. After kneading the mixture a

few too many times, she dusted her coun-
ter with flour and rolled the dough. With no
biscuit cutter, she grabbed a glass and cut
her biscuits like she had seen Momma do,
placed them on the pan and popped them in
the oven. Easy-peasy, she thought.

Next up were the grits. With Memaw still
on the phone, Sister set the water to boil
and measured out the amounts Memaw told
her to use while trying to follow along with
the printed instructions.

Sister looked over all of the directions.
Puzzled, she interrupted Memaw to ask
about one more ingredient.

“Memaw, the box says ‘yield: two cups.’
What’s yield?”

“Oh, I don’t know, dahlin’. T always
leave that out of mine.”

With that, Sister dumped the dry grits
into the boiling water and let Memaw get
back to her day. “Love you,” said Memaw.
“Call me anytime!”

Sister turned the grits to simmer, then
fried up the bacon and scrambled the eggs.
By now, the biscuit timer had sounded. She
opened the oven door to reveal a very oddly
yellow batch of biscuits, which she placed
on the counter to cool. “That’s weird,” she
thought.

As the biscuits cooled, Sister barely got
a knife through the tough exterior to slide a
pat of butter inside. She was devastated.

When her husband got home, he sensed
the delicate mood of his bride who had tried

so hard to prepare him dinner. He choked
down a hard-yellow biscuit (with a hint of
freezer burn), extra crispy bacon and rub-
bery eggs. The saving grace of the meal
was a perfectly buttered serving of grits.

“Thank you for dinner, Sweetie,” he said
tenderly. “I really liked the grits.”

“I don’t know why,” Sister said glumly,
“I didn’t even have any yield, so I had to
leave it out.”

I don’t think he ever asked a single ques-
tion.

To this day that’s the way we fix our grits,
just like Memaw did!

No yield? No problem.

Sandra Mullins Bost, a Nationally Board
Certified Teacher, has worked with Attalla
City Schools, Coosa Christian, and St.
Clair County Schools in her 17-year career
in education. She currently teaches special
education with Alabama Virtual Academy.
Bost recently published her first book, ““Re-
al Sisters: A Sisters’ First Story of Adop-
tion,” a heart-warming children’s story
that explores the concept of family through
the lens of love and adoption. Sandra and
her husband of 30 years, Jeff; live with their
deaf dog and have two married children
who have blessed them with five adorable
grandchildren. When she is not teaching,
Bost enjoys time with her family and sip-
ping coffee while porch-sitting to the happy
sounds of nature. Visit wow.sandramullins-
bost.com for more information.

we have life insurance.
SO you can enjoy all
of life’s moments.

simple human sense

Auto-QOwners:

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
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Celebrating our friends

This week, I had the opportunity to watch
my daughter and nearly 50 of her fellow
fourth and fifth graders participate in their
school’s spelling bee. Not only was I proud
of her for trying something new, and for
bravely getting up in front of a crowd of
other students and adults, I was also sur-
prised by how much fun it was to watch the
spellers.

I made it to the school right as the last
classes were coming in, and I slipped in and
found a seat. We heard the rules and proce-
dures, who students were to look at for their
words, and who to look at to see if they’d
spelled the word correctly. We listened as
they were instructed on exactly what to do
and where to go when it was time to leave
the stage after a misspelling. It was a well-

organized event, and students were practic-
ing much more than just selling. They were
practicing following instructions, jumping
through proverbial hoops, stage manners,
good sportsmanship, perseverance, bravery,
and learning that life continues after a little
embarrassment and disappointment. Only
one student could win the spelling bee.

There were a few tears, frustrated sighs,
and sad faces as we watched the students
work their way through the spelling words.
But, as each had to admit defeat and leave
the stage, they gathered together. They be-
gan as a group on the stage, and they ended
as a group around lunchroom tables. They
all tried their best, then moved on.

After the spelling bee was over, I went
over to my speller and practiced the hardest

part of parenting: watching a child experi-
ence the discomfort of emotions and experi-
ence that cannot be fixed or mitigated by the
parent. I couldn’t take her disappointment
or sadness or embarrassment away, and |
had to watch as she worked her way through
those feelings. But, I was able to hug her, re-
assure her that I was proud of her for trying
something new, and give her some advice
on how to move forward after disappoint-
ment: “Go hug your friend, congratulate
her, and celebrate her success. Celebrating
our friends makes us feel better.”

Later, I received a sweet text from a fel-
low mom with a picture of my girl hugging
her friend and smiling. [ was as proud of her
response to the experience as I’d have been
if she’d won the state spelling bee.

Arraveing
Vieces

Tabitha Bozeman

Tabitha Bozeman teaches English at
Gadsden State Community College, is the
editor-in-chief of the Cardinal Arts Jour-
nal and is a published writer and poet. She
is also the founder of Riverside Writers, a
local workshopping group for writers. The
opinions expressed are her own and do not
represent any organization she is a part of-
She may be reached at tabithabozeman@,
gmail.com.
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Andy Bedwell stands behind her booth at a fair selling her cookbooks.

Farewell readers and cooks

Editor s note: The Messenger will great-
ly miss Andy Bedwell’s columns. She has
gifted us the use of her columns for years
and she has graciously allowed us to run
some of her favorite recipes until we find
a new food columnist. We are searching
for local writers. If you know of anyone
interested in writing a food column for
The Messenger, please have them call
or email us. Call 256-547-1049 or email
khoskins@gadsdenmessenger.com.

After lovingly writing and publishing
a food column for many years, I regret
to inform you that I will discontinue this
column in 2025. I have always loved to
read cookbooks, to try new recipes and to
cook and prepare meals for my family and
friends. Since my mother, grandmothers
and aunts were wonderful Southern cooks,
I developed a love for the kitchen, for
cooking and for serving food at a young
age. | have thoroughly enjoyed writing my
weekly column. I have genuinely enjoyed
sharing my favorite recipes and cooking
tips with all The Messenger’s readers. Life
has seasons and I am entering a season in
which I need to slow down a little and

Southern

Cooking

cut back on some activities. I hope that the
readers continue to enjoy looking at recipes,
cooking and trying new dishes. Anything
related to cooking and the kitchen has been
a major source of joy for me throughout
my life. I hope you readers can find joy in
those things as well. I have always thought
a gift of food was one of the greatest gifts
one could give or receive. I want to thank
the wonderful Messenger for being so kind
and gracious to me through the years. They
are just fabulous! Thank you for reading my
column all of these years.

Happy Cooking!
Andy Bedwell
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The Messenger's

MMUNITY
CALENDAR

Submit events by email to khoskins@gadsdenmessenger.com.

Jan. 10 - 31

Get ready for the 2nd
Annual Christmas on the
Coosa ice-skating experi-
ence. The ice rink is open
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. The
ice rink near Moragne Park
will close for the season on
Jan. 31. For more informa-
tion, call Janet Tarrance
at 256-549 4658 or Val-
erie Galbreath at 256-549-
4643.

Jan. 11

The Northeast Alabama
Genealogical Society will
meet on Saturday, Jan. 11
at 10 a.m. at Nichols Me-
morial Library located at
the corners of Dwight and
Cabot avenues in Gads-
den. The speaker will be
Gadsden Public Library
Director Craig Scott, who
will share some new and
exciting things that will
be coming to GPL in early
2025., including the new
MakerSpace Preservation
Den to be located on the
second Floor of the main
library. Refreshments and
fellowship will take place
immediately following the

meeting.
Jan. 12 - 24
Upcoming American

Red Cross blood donation
opportunities in Gadsden
include Sunday, Jan. 12
from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at St.
James Catholic Church
located at 622 Chestnut

Street in Gadsden; Friday,
Jan. 17 from 1 - 6 p.m. at
Gadsden Mall Premiere
Cinemas located at 1001
Rainbow Drive; and Fri-
day, Jan 24 from 1 - 6 p.m.
at Gadsden Mall Premiere
Cinemas located at 1001
Rainbow Drive.
February 1

Big Brothers/Big Sisters
of Etowah County will host
Mardi Gras 2025 on Feb. 1
from 6 to 9 p.m. at 210 on
the Tracks in downtown
Gadsden. Individual tick-
ets are $50 each. Sponsor-
ship level are Platinum
for $1,000, Gold for $750
and Silver for $500. The
event includes music, food
and a raffle. Costumes are
encouraged. To purchase
tickets or for more infor-
mation, call 256-546-5079.

Ongoing

The Veterans Oral His-
tory Project at the U.S.
Library of Congress col-
lects, preserves and makes
accessible first-hand recol-
lections of U.S. military
veterans so that future gen-
erations may hear directly
from veterans to better
understand what they saw,
did and felt during their
service. The Library would
like to collect the personal
stories and recollections of
local military veterans. On
October 31 and November

1,7 and 8, RSVP of Etowah
County and the Gadsden
Pubic Library will conduct
30-minute interviews with
local military veterans at
the Etowah County Court-
house Probate Courtroom
(Suite 102). To reserve an
appointment, call 256-549-
8147 by October 25.

Zumba classes will be
held Monday nights at 6
p.m. at the Southside Com-
munity Center. The cost is
$5 a class, but those buying
five classes get the sixth
class free.

Nichols Memorial Li-
brary, home of the North-
east Alabama Genealogical
Society, is open from 10
am. to 3 p.m. on Thurs-
days for anyone interested
in family history research.
A history and research
group meets on Thursdays
at 9 a.m. Everyone is wel-
come to attend and partici-
pate. The library contains
genealogical information
and family files from all
areas of Alabama, Georgia,
North and South Carolina,
Tennessee, Virginia and
other states. The library
contains a large collection
of military records and
Native American research
records. For more informa-
tion, email neagslib@com-
cast.net.

Send us your events!

CALL FORALL
COMMUNITY

EVENTS:

EMAIL EVENT NAME, DATES, TIMES,
LOCATIONS AND DETAILS TO
KHOSKINS@GADSDENMESSENGER.COM. .

ADVERTISE WITH IIS‘
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ADVERTSIE YOUR EVENTS FREE OF CHARGE!

256-547-1049 | Email Ifrazier@gadsdenmessenger.com

SUIT

A BETTER DIRECTION

Northeast Orthopedic Sports Clinic, Spine & Physical Therapy

i B T
A g h b

7Dr. Butch Douthit Dr. Daniel Ryan  Dr. Christopher Kelley ~ Dr. Adam Shaw

WE"RE HIIRING

Looking for experienced transportation
and logistics professionals. Call today
if'you are looking for a better direction.

Dr. Connor Read

Dr. Stephen Blackstock

Dr. Lee Wilson

-Physical Therapy On-Site-
Open MRI On-Site

Neck & Back Surgery » Sprains, Strains & Fractures
Shoulder Surgery *  Knee and Hip Surgery
Workers Comp. Injury Total Joint Replacements
Arthroscopic Surgery * Robotic Assisted Surgery
Sports Medicine *  Nerve Conduction Testing
www.northeastorthopedics.com

Gadsden Centre Rainbow City Fort Payne Boaz Jacksonville
507 S. 4th St. 401 Northwood Dr. 524 W. Grand Ave. 1906 Glenn Blvd. 880 Hwy. 431 N. 800 Pelham Rd. S.
256-547-7417 256-927-5733 256-467-8585 256-364-8303 256-281-1900 256-456-0435

JOIN US
256.305.5421
suittrans.com
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Noah placed his trust and faith in God

~

Toni Ford

Genesis 8 is a chapter of hope, encour-
agement and rest after tribulation. We read
about Noah and his family and the animals
who have been on an ark for over a year
due to a flood which destroyed the entire
earth and everything living on it. These
were dark times for Noah and his fam-
ily, but as Warren Wiersbe said, “When
the night is the darkest, the stars shine the
brightest, and when the outlook is grim, the
up look is encouraging.” This description
is exactly what we begin to see as we read
this chapter in Genesis. The flood is now
receding, and as a result, we see a beautiful
example of God’s faithfulness to restore the
earth, renew the life of Noah and his fam-
ily and begin a new life of hope for God’s
people and creation.

Here are just a few examples of God’s
hope and encouragement from Genesis
Chapter 8.

God remembers His children. Genesis
8:1 begins by saying, “But God remem-
bered Noah and all the wild animals and
livestock with him in the boat.” This word
remember does not mean to call some-
thing to mind that may have been forgot-
ten, because God can’t forget anything. He
is omniscient, which means all-knowing.
Instead, this word “remember” means “to
pay attention to, to fulfill a promise and act
on behalf of somebody.” God made a pre-
vious commitment to Noah of protecting
him and his family and all the animals on
the boat. God is now fulfilling that com-
mitment! We can be assured and rest in the
fact that God never forgets or forsakes His
people, not only because of His promises
but because of His character. God is a god
of love, and that is His character. There-
fore, He can never deny Himself or His
Word, for He is a faithful God!

God rewards faith. Genesis 8:15-16
says, “Then God said to Noah, ‘Leave the
boat, all of you - you and your wife and
your sons and their wives.” Noah and his
family had been confined to the ark for
over a year due to the flood. Although they
longed to get back on dry land, Noah un-
derstood the importance of waiting on God
and trusting His plan. Noah was a man of
faith, and before the flood, he exercised
that faith by walking with God when the

people of the world were ignoring and dis-
obeying God. Now that the flood was over,
Noah exercised faith to wait on God before
leaving the ark.

God receives worship. Genesis 8:20
says, “Then Noah built an altar to the
Lord....” The very first thing Noah did
when he stepped out of the ark and onto dry
ground was to lead his family in worship.
Noah was overwhelmed with gratitude to-
ward the Lord, and Noah gave God his first
and his best in worship, thus returning and
restoring true worship of the Lord on the
earth. Let’s start this year by giving God
our worship, praising Him for who He is!

Noah loved the Lord. This was evident
by his trust in the Lord, his faith in waiting
on God’s timing for his life and by giving
his first to the Lord in worship. As a result,
we see that God remembered Noah and ful-
filled His commitment and promise to him.
God rewarded Noah by making his family
fruitful and multiplying the earth through
him. God also received Noah’s worship,
and as a result, He not only blessed Noah
but restored worship to the earth.

Lord, thank you for your faithfulness
towards me and for always remembering
me!

If you would like continued prayer, feel
free to email me at tonif77@gmail.com. 1
would love to pray for you!

God’s great gift of unspoken prayer

Many church youth programs were burst-
ing at the seams in the 1990s. My Baptist
church had a fun and exciting youth group.
Because of that, we were well-supported
and offered many opportunities for youth
worship services, beach retreats, mountain
retreats and mission trips. Occasionally,
our youth minister would make us attend
the Wednesday night adult prayer meeting
instead of our usual youth group.

I found those adult meetings extremely
boring and often depressing, what with so
many prayer requests by old and sick peo-
ple about old and sick people things (in oth-
er words, health issues). Occasionally there
were prayer requests related to house fires,
deaths car accidents, or crimes. Very rarely
were there specific “spiritual need” type of
prayer requests, such as a lost family mem-
ber, a fallen away Christian or a struggling
marriage. These prayer requests were fewer
in number because these were deeply per-
sonal. If careless, these requests could be
construed as gossip or become hurtful in
another way. I myself became nervous at
times in thinking someone might expose
my sin or the struggles of my family in a
public way.

However, it seemed like the most com-
mon prayer request was “‘unspoken.” Many
church members would raise their hand
and simply say, “I have an unspoken prayer
request,” and others would nod with what
looked like real understanding. In my in-
experienced youth, it seemed to me that
listing a million unspoken prayer requests
was a waste of time. Now that I’'m older,
in know that the unspoken prayer is where
the real battle of faith is fought. Psalm 25:7
says, “Remember not the sins of my youth,
or my transgressions.”

Now that I'm Catholic, there is a differ-
ent process for the same kind of “prayer
meeting.” Early in each Mass at St. James
Catholic Church, Father Jose Chacko will

announce something to the effect of, “I
am offering this Mass for the intentions of
the [fill in name] family.” It is sometimes
it is for the intentions of the Pope or the
repose of the soul of a recently deceased
parish member or for safe elections and a
peaceful transition of power or in honor of
someone’s birthday. But oftentimes Father
Chacko looks at the congregation and so-
berly says, “I’m offering this Mass for your
intentions.”

This prayer request hits me deeply ev-
ery time [ hear it, for I, like you, carry very
heavy unspoken prayers. To know that Je-
sus Christ, who is present to us in the Eu-
charist and present in the room with us, will
hear my prayer right here and now. Yes, the
prayer that I keep silent between me, and
the world will be fully exchanged between
me and Jesus Christ. Yes, the One who
hears the whole world cry is about to hear
my own heart cry.

Father Chacko pauses for a time of si-
lence, in order for us to begin the battle for
faith in the unspoken prayer, such as “Lord,
I don’t know how to survive my parent’s
dementia,” or “Lord, I feel the desperate
call of my past addiction craving my soul,”
or “Lord, my child may be under demonic
oppression, please save them,” or “Lord,
our finances are a shambles, help us find a
way out,” or “Lord, it’s all my fault and I
no longer want to live,” or “Lord, the can-
cer has returned, and I’'m losing hope.” Yes,
these heaviest and most personal of prayers
are mingled within the “Prayer of the
Church.” These massive unspoken prayers
find their place in the Mass, in Jesus’ midst
and before His “throne of grace” (Hebrews
4:16).

The Scriptures have always recognized
and welcomed the heaviness of an imper-
fect life and running to the Lord in prayer.
In the Old Testament in Psalm 42:7, we
read that “Deep calls to deep.” This is a per-

Brian Cook

fect description and reminder for us that in
the excruciating moments of life, God com-
munes with us at the very deepest level of
our soul, the place where our heart-cry that
no one hears is picked up by the Spirit of
God Himself.

Our Lord goes even farther in the New
Testament, for when the burdens are too
great for words, “the Holy Spirit Himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words” (Romans 8:26). Groanings call
to groanings.

Beloved, know that Jesus is faithful to
meet us in the Mass, in the Garden of Geth-
semane and in the blood, sweat and tears of
the unspoken prayer.

Brian Cook is a Cropwell native and
a graduate of Pell City High School and
Gadsden State Community College and
studied music and history at Jacksonville
State. He and his wife Hope have five chil-
dren. A self-described “on-again, off-again
bi-vocational part-time” Protestant minis-
ter for almost 20 years, Brian converted to
Catholicism in April 2021. They attend Saint
James Catholic Church in Gadsden. With no
formal training (Acts 4:13), Brian is active
in the Catechetical training of children and
adults. His book “The Devotion to Christ”
can be found on Amazon. He is available for
speaking and teaching engagements in any
parish, church, or group setting. He may
be contacted at thedtc@protonmail.com or
thedevotiontochrist@gmail.com.

Bible Verse of the Week

To every thing there
is a season, and a
time to every purpose
under the heaven:
time to be born, and
a time to die; a time
to plant, and a time to
pluck up that which is
planted; time to Kkill,
and a time to heal; a
time to break down,
and a time to build up;
time to weep, and a
time to laugh; a time
to mourn, and a time
to dance...

29

- Ecclesiastes 3:1-4
King James Version

Verse for Kids

(A
And God shall wipe

away all tears from
their eyes; and there
shall be no more
death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither
shall there be any
more pain: for the
former things are
passed away. @

- Revelation 21:4
King James Version

THIS PAGE IS POSSIBLE THANKS TO THE SPONSORS BELOW

RICK’S

Discount Drugs of Attalla
DRIVE THRU WINDOW

Mon. - Fri: 8 am. - 6 p.m.
Sat. 8 am. -2 p.m.

256-538-5850

At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11 in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

A

FAMILY SAVINGS
E——

WHERE YOUR MONEY GROWS WITH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
2 Locations to Serve Youl!
MAIN OFFICE
711 E. Meighan Blvd., Gadsden, AL 35903
256-543-9530 or Toll Free 888-311-3728
RAINBOW CITY
3003 2n d Street * Rainbow City, AL 35 901
256-413-0900
www.familysavingscu.com
Federally Insured by NCUA

credit union

BLACSTONE

PITIA KITCHEN )

IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN SADSDEN. AL
Open at 11a.m.
7 days a week

blackstonepubandeatery.com | 256-543-7473 | 525 Broad St. Gadsden

MONUMENT MARKERS
MANUFACTURED ON SITE

60 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Rainbow City’s Oldest Business
www.rainbowmonument.com

1231 W. GRAND AVE., HWY 77, RAINBOW CITY
—

BEANS & GREENS

10294 Centre Rd. Gadsden AL. 35903 I (256) 492-3267

Office:

St. James Roman Catholic Church

622 Chestnut Street ~ Gadsden, AL. 35901

A Mission Church In The Diocese Of Birmingham

&Q+*++D€7

256-546-2975

ENNE

Web Address:
www.sjccgadsden.org

205-862-2384

Oscar Huey, R.D.

Is your refrigerator sick?

Call The Refrigerator

B.

Doctor!

Residential A/C & Refrigerator Repair |
40+ Years Experience | 24 Hour Emergency Service |
EPA Certified | Work Guaranteed | Nights &
Weekends Same Price | Senior Discount

&— >

<

=)
S "

116 Industrial Drive, Steele, AL 35987

The Lord is my Light & my Salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord
is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

OPEN
DAYS A
WEEK

THREE ETOWAH COUNTY LOCATIONS

HOME OWNED & OPERATED

East Gadsden Attalla Gadsden
Meighan Blvd. & Corner of Hwy Corner of 6th
Piedmont Cut-Off 77 & Hwy 11 & Walnut St.

256-492-2244 256-538-7412 256-547-2528

WANT YOUR AD HERE? CALL LINDSEY AT 256-547-1049
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SAU SAGE

30

PATTIES

NTWL 028

Mild
Swaggerty’s
Sausage Patties

30Ct.

99

With Card

DIETITIAN’S

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

JANUARY 10-11

Foop) Jciry

Previously Frozen

Baby Back
Pork Ribs

Per Lb.

99

With Card

Jumbo
Cantagold
E(:a ntaloupe W2/d$ 5

Selected Varieties

Full Circle
5Cgrganic Salad Mix

99

With Card

cravng

e
Ry RISING CRUST

PEPPERONI

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Crav’n Flavor Pizza

16.8-32.7 Oz.

99

With Card

frasted &
he”‘r’
g mum .

Selected Varieties, Raisin Bran (13.6-16.1 0z.),

Special K or

Frosted
Mini Wheats wzl $ 5

N =]

'Smart Ones

Spagl
Meat Sauce

Selected Varieties, Frozen

Smart Ones
5
Entrees 51510

Selected Varieties

Frito-Lay Variety
Pack Chips

18 Ct.

COUPON
EFFECTIVE
JAN.10 -
JAN. 1

99

With Card

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ¥z price if single
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities
and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2025 K-VA-T Food
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS \/

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP.~ =

Sliced, Hometown Original

Smithfield Bacon

22 0Oz.

929

With Card

Made Fresh in the Deli

Gourmet
Fg:l?bicken Salad w99

: ® W

RN

AR
NS :

w00

wviiss ROLLS

Honey Buns, Nutty Bars, Fig Bars,
Donut Sticks, Strawberry Rolls,
Oatmeal Creme Pies or Cosmic Brownies

Little Debbie
Snack Cakes

10.6-13.31 0z.

LIMIT 4
TOTAL ITEMS

88

With Card

When you buy 2 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are
2.79 each. Limit 2 transactions (4 total items). Discount applied
as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

savings!

WHILE

Fresh Baked

Chocolate |

D(:h|p Cookies w99d

LARGE SIZE..

Honey, Nut

CheerloQ
s

Selected Varieties,
Cheerios Large Size Cereal (12-18.2 0z.) or

Nabisco
Oreo Cookies

Family Size, 11.78-18.71 Oz.

49

With Card

Mott’s Apple Juice 3/9 5

64 0z. With Card

NS HRRONL
B

‘SportWater

BODYARMOR

{
£LIMIT 10

r‘
|

Selected Varieties,
BodyArmor Water (1 Liter) or

. TOTAL ITEMS
BodyArmor

10510

When you buy 10 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are ValuCard
price each. Limit 1 transaction (10 total items).
Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

A
SWEET YELLOW

SORNBREAD & MUFFIN MIX ‘ )
~_JUSTADD MILKioEGG! |

SUPPLIES

Over $170in

Selected Varieties

Coca-Cola Products

6 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.

When you buy 4 in the same transaction.
Lesser quantities are 7.49 each.
Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

99

With Card

Selected Varieties
Maxwell House
Coffee

24.5-27.50z.

99

With Card

Broccoli
Spears
& Butter
Sauce

Creamed
Spinach

LIGHTLY SAUCED SAUCED

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Green Giant Boxed
Vegetables 5/ d$ 5

7-8 0z.

Selected Varieties
Gatorade 4/ $ 5
28 0z. With Card

Selected Varieties, Pringles Party Stacks
(6.84-7.16 Oz.) or Frozen

go Waffles

m%!,§5

Selected Varieties, Nature Valley
Granola Bars (5-6 Ct.) or

General Mills
Cereal Bars

6-8 Ct.

510

21RO (2R
2L
o

'15‘: s’w‘,ﬁ hp@ 1250k
‘“f"““‘“"‘||. ill.hi“‘.h
Chocolate
Yoo-hoo ?hgd

12 Pk., 11 Oz. Cans

California

Peelz

Mandarins
5Lb.

ValuCard Price......ooeveveeeveeennnen. 7.99
Digital Coupon......

2200

FINAL
PRICE WITH
COUPON

99

With Card

Selected Varieties, Cornbread Mix or

Martha White
Muffin Mix

7-7.6 Oz.

Card

Selected Varieties

Hamburger Helper

4.7-7.6 Oz.

a/$

5

When you buy 4 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are 1.99
each. Limit 2 transactions (8 total items).
Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

LUB’
$C

Crises é

Selected Varieties, Jif Peanut Butter (15-16 0z.),

Town House (9-13.8 0z.), Club (7.1-13.7 Oz.) or
Toasteds Crackers (8-8.7 0z.),

Special K Pastry Crisps (5.28 0z.) or

Cheez-It
Crackers

5.75-12.4 Oz.

COUPON
EFFECTIVE

49

With Card

DONUT SHUP

-GROUND COFFEE-

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901

Variety Pack

Fruitzo Water

20 Pk., 16 Oz. Btls.

99

With Card

DIETITIAN’S

Selected Varieties, Skinny Pop Popcorn (4.4-5.3 Oz.) or
Botticelli 99
Pasta Sauce Wit Crd

24 0z.

oP=
O

Selected Varieties, Wheat Thins or Triscuit
(3.5-8.50z.), Chlps Ahoy (7-13 Oz.), Nilla Wafers
(11 Oz.), Nabisco Ritz Crackers (8.8-13.7 Oz.) or

Nabisco 99
Oreo Cookies With card
9.21-14.03 Oz.

When you buy 3 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are Valu-
Card price each. Limit 2 transactions (6 total items). Discount applied
as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS \/

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP.*~

Selected Varieties

coooooacoono D U

FINAL
PRICE WITH
COUPON

99

With Card

1

SALE DATES: FRI., JANUARY 10 -
SAT., JANUARY 11, 2025

www.foodcity.com
f © X @FoodCity
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Roundups
&
Rundowns

Boys basketball

Titus Jones finished with
24 points, five rebounds
and five steals to help
Westbrook Christian post
a 78-65 victory over Class
3A Area 12 rival Ohatchee
on Tuesday, Jan. 7 in
Rainbow City. Also for the
Warriors (9-5, 3-1), Brady
Carden had 18 points, 11
rebounds and six assists;
Gavin Slocum had nine
points three rebounds,
two steals and two blocks;
Case Burton had seven
points and four rebounds;
and Bo Kilgo six points,
four rebounds, three as-
sists and two steals.

Coosa Christian fell to
Jefferson Christian, 68-
60, in Class 1A Area 11
action on Tuesday, Jan. 7
in Gadsden. Kylen John-
son scored 18 points for
the Class 1A No. 9 Con-
querors (10-3).

Class 4A No. 8 Hokes
Bluff improved to 16-3
with a 54-37 win over
Oneonta on Friday, Jan. 3.
Bryce Whitaker paced the
Eagles with 12 points, fol-
lowed by Drew McCarver
with 11, Logan Carr and
Noah Johnson with nine
each, Anderson Morgan
with seven and Anthony
Gooch with six. McCarver
grabbed seven rebounds,
while Morgan and Carr
both had four. Morgan al-
so distributed six assists.

Jayden Patton and
Grant Smith scored 19 and
18 points, respectively, in
Glencoe 74-63 win over
Pell City on Friday, Jan.
3. Wade Segrest added
10 points for the Class 3A
No. 9 Yellow Jackets (14-
3), while Garrett Morgan
and Jalen Hunter each
chipped in nine.

Girls basketball

Hokes Bluff improved
to 11-5 overall and 3-1 in
Class 4A, Area 11 with a
45-33 win over Ashville
on Tuesday, Jan. 7 at
AHS. Addison Simmons
paced the Lady Eagles
with a double-double of 13
points and 11 rebounds.
Haylen Marbut finished
with 10 points and five
steals, while Addie Rob-
ertson nine points and five
rebounds. Pressley Wall
scored six points, while
Mazely Ball contributed
five points, 10 rebounds,
six steals, five assists and
five deflections. For Ash-
ville, Maddie Sanders had
13 points, eight rebounds
and seven deflections.

Avery Snead’s buzzer-
beating layup gave West-
brook Christian a 46-44
victory over Class 3A Ar-
ea 12 rival Ohatchee on
Tuesday, Jan. 7 in Rain-
bow City. Jordan Brooks
and Kylee Wyatt each
scored 10 points for the
Lady Warriors (8-8), while
Addi Hammontree pulled
down 10 rebounds. Wyatt
also had three steals.

Gadsden City improved
to 9-11 with a 51-33 win
over Fairview on Friday,
Jan. 3 at GCHS. For the
Lady Titans, Naomi Wise
shot 87 precent (13-for-
15) from the field on the
way to a game-high 29
points. She also had six
rebounds. Destiny White-
side added seven points,
while Madison Tinker con-
tributed six points, four
steals and three assists.
Karleigh Sheffield had five
deflections.

Ashville on target agalnst Hokes Bluff

By Chris McCarthy
Publisher

Ashville’s  sharpshooters
were zeroed in on Tuesday,
Jan. 7.

In a key Class 4A Area
11 matchup against Hokes
Bluff, the Bulldogs shot 73
percent from the field and
50 percent from three-point
range on the way to a 94-73
victory in boys high school
basketball at AHS.

The win pulled Ashville
into a three-way tie with the
Eagles for first place in the
area at 3-1. Both teams have
area games on Thursday,
with the Bulldogs (11-7)
visiting Oneonta and Hokes
Bluff (16-4) traveling to Eto-
wah. The Blue Devils are
currently 8-8 overall and 1-1
in the area.

Against the Eagles, Ash-
ville finished with double-
digit advantages in rebounds
(32 to 17), second chance
points (18 to 3) and points in
the paint (56 to 34).

“The big thing for us to-
night is that we made some
3’s, which we haven’t done
all year,” said Ashville head
coach Caleb Carpenter. “We
usually shoot around 20 per-
cent, so that was a huge lift
for us. Making big shots like
that really boosted our confi-
dence.

“We also very much em-
phasize breaking the press.
Hokes Bluff brings some
good pressure, and we had
some good opportunities in
transition and pushed the
ball ahead and were able to
execute our offense.”

Ashville - page 3B
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Chris McCarthy/Messenger

Ashville’s J.B. Potter (2) drives to the basket as Hokes Bluff’'s Ronan McFadden (11) and Bryce Whitaker (20)
defend during Ashville’s 94-73 victory in high school basketball on Tuesday, Jan. 7 at AHS.

Local volleyball players
receive state recognition

Three local players recently made the 2024 al.com All-
State volleyball team.

Selected to the Class4A first team was Ashville junior
Lydia Northam. Playing at both outside hitter and defen-
sive specialist, Northam (pictured at left) finished with 515
kills, 388 digs, 74 aces, and 60 blocks as the Lady Bulldogs
won 22 games, captured the area title and made it to the
North Regional Tournament. Northam already has 1,381
kills for her career.

Southside junior outside hitter Rylann Shaw and Ash-
ville sophomore setter/defensive specialist Ryleigh Co-
thran were named to the Class 5A and Class 4A honorable
mention teams, respectively, in the Athlete category. Shaw
had 209 kills, 175 digs, 28 aces and 26 assists on the sea-
son, while Cothran ended up with 716 assists, 333 digs, 67
aces.

The team consists of the top 20 players in each classifica-
tion as compiled by the al.com high school sports staff with

Chrls McCarthy/Messenger input from coaches.

Sardis girls, Glencoe boys top seeds

for county basketball tournament

By Chris McCarthy
Publisher

Sardis High School will host the 2025
Etowah County Schools varsity basket-
ball tournament from Monday, Jan. 13
to Friday, Jan. 17.

Defending champions are the South-
side girls and Sardis boys.

This year’s girls seeding has Sardis at
No. 1, Hokes Bluff at No. 2, Southside
at No. 3, Glencoe at No. 4, West End
at No. 5 and Gaston at No. 6. Glencoe
has the top seed on the boys’ side, fol-
lowed in descending order by Southside,
Hokes Bluff, Gaston, Sardis and West
End.

The schedule is as follows:

Monday, Jan. 13
Girls
5:45 p.m. - Glencoe vs. West End
Boys
7 p.m. - Gaston vs. Sardis
Tuesday, Jan. 14
Girls
5 p.m. - Southside vs. Gaston
Boys
6:15 p.m. - Hokes Bluff vs. West End
Wednesday, Jan. 15
Girls
5:45 p.m. - Sardis vs.
Glencoe/West End winner
Boys
7 p.m. - Glencoe vs
Gaston/Sardis winner

Thursday, Jan. 16
Girls
5:45 p.m. - Hokes Bluff vs
Gaston/Southside winner
Boys
7 p.m. - Southside vs.
Hokes Bluff/West End winner
Friday, Jan. 17
6 p.m. - girls championship
7:30 p.m. - boys championship

Individual tickets for each night are
$8 by either cash or GoFan. A full con-
cession stand will offer assorted drinks,
candy, popcorn, burgers, hot dogs, piz-
za, fries, nachos, barbeque sandwiches,
pickle pops and pickles. Philly chees-
esteak sandwiches and soups may be
available on some nights.

All-Etowah County Schools cheer-
leading, cross country and volleyball
will be recognized on Wednesday,
January 15 between the boys and girls’
games. All-Etowah County Schools
football will be recognized on January
16 between the boys and girls’ games.

Slated to receive Etowah County Local
Legends awards during the tournament
are Connie Clark and Mike Thompson
from West End, Jim Bogle and Bobby
Pruitt from Gaston, Cassie Clark and
Jake Underwood from Glencoe, Mike
Hayes and Kim McKnight from Hokes
Bluff, Corey Head from Sardis and Joe
Dismuke and Angie Reavis from South-
side.

Chris McCarthy/Messenger

The Glencoe High boys basketball team is seeded
first for the Etowah County Schools Tournament start-
ing on Monday, Jan. 13 at Sardis High School.

. Birmingham
l?ACE COURSE

OU CAN BE A WINNER T0O

99 Exit 31 | Derby Parkway | 205.838.7500

CASINO
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All-Etowah County Schools football team announced

By Chris McCarthy
Publisher

The 2024 All-Etowah County Football Schools football
team was released earlier this week by the system’s six
head football coaches.

Selected as Overall MVP was Hokes Bluff junior quar-
terback Bryce Whitaker, who finished the season with
2,056 combined yards passing and rushing while scoring
24 touchdowns.
| Picked for Offensive Player of the Year honors was

Southside senior and Duke University signee Jamin Brown,
who while playing at offensive tackle graded out at 93 per-
cent and ended up with 71 pancake blocks.

Sardis junior linebacker Levi Martin (pictured at left with
ball), the team’s Defensive Player of the Year, recorded 128
tackles (including 19 for a loss), three sacks, two forced
fumbles and two interceptions. Also starting at halfback, he
wound up with 1,026 rushing yards and nine touchdowns.

Coach of the Year honors went to Hokes Bluff’s Mike
Robertson and Southside’s Ben Stewart. Robertson helped
the Eagles to their first winning record in five years at §-3
and the program’s second straight berth in the state play-
offs.

In his first year as a head coach, Stewart guided the Pan-
thers to a 6-4 regular season record following a 1-3 start
and led the program to its fifth straight berth in the state
playoffs. (Photo by Chris McCarthy)

All-Etowah County Football Schools first offense
Quarterback
Brian Chapman, senior, Sardis
Running back
Blaine Barron, senior, Hokes Bluff; Koal Garrett, senior,
Southside; Keller Skaggs, senior, Gaston
Receiver
All-County volleyball, XC, cheer teams released | andson Morzan, seior. Hokes Biut: Josh Peopies,
junior, Southside; Alex Hudson, freshman, Glencoe
Tight end
Josh Hopper, senior, Sardis
Offensice line

Jayden Dumas, senior, West End; Preston Reaves, se-
nior, Glencoe; Leon Chen, senior, Hokes Bluff; Conner
Wellingham, junior, Hokes Bluff; Rance Brown, sopho-

more, Southside; Evan McDonald, senior, Southside

Athlete
Alex Carter, senior, Hokes Bluff
Kicker: Cooper Yancey, sophomore, Southside
All-Etowah County Football Schools first defense
Defensvie line

Daylon Reeves, senior, Hokes Bluff; Clayton Helms,

senior, Hokes Bluff; Nate Oliver, senor, Gaston; Drake

McDevitt, senior, West End; McCade Wright, senior,

Southside
Linebacker

Colton Shields, senior, Hokes Bluff; Cooper Gomez,
Glencoe; Fysher Patterson, junior, West End; Grant Coe,
junior, Sardis; Bronner McMurray, sophomore, Glencoe

Defensive back
Adrian Alberghina, junior, Southside; Drew McCarver,
junior, Hokes Bluff, Jake Boggs, senior, Glencoe; Jacob
Payne, junior, Sardis; Jaxon Hamby, junior, West End

By Chris McCarthy
Publisher

Sardis High’s Vada Willmore was selected Player of the
Year for the 2024 All-Etowah County Schools volleyball
team by the system’s six head coaches.

A junior hitter, Willmore (pictured at right wearing No.
1) helped the Lady Lions win the county tournament for
the first time in 29 years. She finished the season with 498
kills, 264 digs, 40 aces and 29 blocks.

Sardis’ Leslie Gilmer was named Coach of the Year.

Joining Wilmore on the team were Emersyn Greer and
Jordyn Knight from Sardis; Alli Jo Amos, Kinlee Mont-
gomery and Evelyn Nowak from Glencoe; Addi Mash-
burn and Chloe Mayo from West End; Rylann Shaw and
Hannah Westcott from Southside; Addison Simmons from
Hokes Bluff and Alexus Ponce from Gaston.

The cross country coaches for the six teams in the

Etowah County Schools System recently released the all-
county team for the 2024 season.
Making the girls’ team were Lydia Kay, Marlee Tucker,
Payton Ridley, Taylor Dortch, Lucy Valentine and Riley
Hulsey from Southside and Kenndi Nix, Kenzli Nix and
Jada Wright from West End.

Selected for the boys were Evan Christopher, Levi Kay, Seth C Punter Sardi
Jackson Brown, Jonathan Russell, Keaton Yingling and et oorj::ili:gor’ ardis

Sharma Pranjal from Southside; Ethan Patterson from
Hokes Bluff; and Dakota Ensminger and Owen Beason
from Glencoe.

The cheerleading coaches for the six teams in the Eto-
wah County Schools System recently released the all-
county team for the 2024 season.

Selected to the team were seniors Kaitlin Thacker and
Alexus Ponce from Gaston; seniors Cadi Rae Harper and
Kailyn Aulsbrook from Glencoe; seniors Lexi Carter and
Blakley Smith from Hokes Bluff; seniors Bailey Edwards
and Addie Watwood from Sardis; senior Addison Claire
Hassell and junior Macy Barron from Southside; and se-
niors Brooklyn Self and Jessica Garrard from West End. Chris McCarthy/Messenger

Brayden Bowers, senior, Southside
Honorable mention

Gaston: Devon Green, Trey Johnson

Glencoe: Joe Coleman, Jalen Hunter, Aiden Johnson

Hokes Bluff: Brodie Brogdon, Bray Davis, Connor Ford,
Blake Green, Brayden Howard, Caden Howard, Logan
Wiemann

Sardis: Jordan Garrett, Hudson McDaniel, Canyon Mc-
Gee, Russell Pruett, Tony Sims, Kaden Walters, Lucas Wil-
son

West End: Dawson Allen, Michael Deleon, Brooks
Golden, Jackson Mayo, Eli Williams

COMING SOON!

PROGRESS 20235

The Messenger is excited to announce the return of its
popular Progress magazine. In the past, Progress has been
a special edition within the regular newspaper, but this
coming year, we are holding nothing back.

The full color glossy magazine will make its debut in
February. It will feature interviews, stories and photos from
local municipalities, doctors, businesses, schools and more!

Want your business or organization featured in Progress?

Call 256-547-1049 or emaiil
Ifrazier@gadsdenmessenger.com or
tchupp@gadsdenmessenger.com
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Local Sports Schedule

Jan. 10 - Jan. 16

High School

Basketball
Friday, Jan. 10
Glencoe at Hokes Bluff
Etowah girls at Gaston
Jacksonville boys at Gaston
Crossville at Sardis
J.B. Pennington at Westbrook
Southeastern at West End
Pisgah at Ashville
Gadsden City at Fort Payne
Coosa Christian at Ragland
Saturday, Jan. 11
Moody at Westbrook
Monday, Jan. 13
JEtowah County Schools Tournament
at Sardis
Girls bracket
5 p.m. - Glencoe vs. West End
Boy bracket
7 p.m. - Gaston vs. Sardis
Westbrook at Coosa Christian
Spring Garden at Gadsden City
Ashville at Piedmont
Tuesday, Jan. 14
Etowah County Schools Tournament
at Sardis
Girls bracket
5 p.m. - Southside vs. Gaston
Boy bracket

Etowah County Schools Tournament

6:15 p.m. - Hokes Bluff vs. West End
Westbrook at Ashville
Etowah boys at Clay-Chalkville
Coosa Christian at Appalachian
Gadsden City at Fairview
Wednesday, Jan. 15

Etowah County Schools Tournament

at Sardis
Girls bracket
5:45 p.m. - Sardis vs.
West End/Glencoe winner
Boy bracket

7 p.m. - Glencoe vs. Sardis/Gaston winner

Thursday, Jan. 16

at Sardis
Girls bracket
5:45 p.m. - Hokes Bluff vs.
Southside/Gaston winner
Boy bracket
7 p.m. - Southside vs.
Hokes Bluff/West End winner
Ashville at Etowah
VCA at Coosa Christian

Wrestling
Friday, Jan. 10

Southside, West End at Arab meet

Saturday, Jan. 11

Coosa Chr., Etowah, Gadsden City

at Susan Moore duals

Southside, West End at Arab meet

Gadsden City, Albertville at West End
Southside at Benjamin Russell
Etowah at ASB quad match No. 2

Thursday, Jan. 16
Plea. Valley, Springville at West End
Gadsden City at Walter Wellborn
Etowah at ASB quad match No. 2
Coosa Chr. at Odenville quad matchj
Springville at Ashville

All home matches played at
The Alley at the Gadsden Mall

Clay-Chalkville at Southside

Etowah at Hewitt-Trussville
Wednesday, Jan. 15
Mortimer Jordan at Southside

Wallace State at Gadsden State
Thursday, Jan. 16
Gadsden State at Calhoun

Tuesday, Jan. 14

Ashville at Corner

Bowling

Friday, Jan. 10

Monday, Jan. 13

College

Basketball
Monday, Jan. 13

Cardinals set to

Gadsden State’s men’s
basketball team begins Ala-
bama Community College
Conference play this week
after icompiling a 13-3 re-
cord thus far.

The Cardinals are fresh
off a New Year’s Classic trip
to Eastern Arizona College
in Thatcher, Ariz., where
they split a pair of games.
Gadsden State defeated Col-
lege 83-72 in the tourna-
ment opener before falling
to host Eastern Arizona Col-
lege, 81-60.

Against Yavapai on Jan
2, five Cardinals scored in
double figures. Giovanni
Nannucci paced Gadsden
State with 22 points while
adding five rebounds and
four assists. Demarreon
Baldwin and Cristian Wills
both scored 14 points, with
Baldwin also having five
rebounds and five steals.
Keshawn Watkins posted a
double-double of 12 points
and 15 rebounds, while.
Mekhi Fitts contributed 10
points and four rebounds.
Shannon Jones chipped in
six points, four assists and
three rebounds.

Against Eastern Arizona
on Jan. 3, Mehki Fitts fin-
ished with 20 points, nine

rebounds and two blocks.
Demarreon Baldwin scored
12 points, followed by Ke-
shawn Watkins with 10 and

Courtesy of Gadsden State

Giovanni Nannucci with
seven. Baldwin also grabbed ~successes.”
four rebounds. Gadsden State opens

“This trip was more than
just about basketball; it was
about growth, exposure
and the chance to connect
with potential opportuni-
ties,” said Gadsden State
head coach Deddric Tarver,
whose team finished second
in the ACCC North Division
last season. “Our players
have demonstrated remark-
able dedication and team-
work this season, which is
evident through our recent

ACCC action began Thurs-
day at Lawson State in Bir-
mingham. The Cardinals’
home conference opener
is Monday, Jan. 13 against
Wallace State at Beck
Gymnasium.

Gadsden State is among
the best offensive teams in
ACCC Division I, averag-
ing 85.7 points per game
for second in conference
while shooting a league-
best 49 percent from the

field. Gadsden State is also
the top rebounding team in
Division I. GSCC sopho-
more Mekhi Fitts leads
the ACCC in rebounds per
game at 9.3 while averag-
ing 14.3 points per game,
good for sixth in the league.
Freshman Keshawn Wat-
kins averages 13.9 points
and 7.9 re-bounds per
game.

Three other Cardinals are
averaging double figures
in sophomore Demarreon
Baldwin (13.5) sophomore

The Gadsden State men’s basketball team gathers for a photo while competing
in the recent New Year’s Classic at Eastern Arizona College in Thatcher, Arizona

Cristian Willis (11.3) and
freshman Giovanni Nan-
nucci (10.4).

The GSCC women enter
conference play with an
8-5 record, winning three
of their last four games.
Freshman Tyla Tatum is
scoring a team-best 10.8
points per game, Freshman
Kamoriah Gaines averages
9.3 points and 6.6 rebounds
and sophomore Kyla Torok
contributes 8.5 points and a
team-high 6.9 rebounds per
game.

Gadsden State to host father/son baseball camp

Gadsden State Community College is bringing back its
Annual Father-Son Baseball Camp, an interactive and free
event aimed at strengthening bonds through America’s fa-

vorite pastime.

Gadsden Sports Park located behind the college.
Participants are asked to bring their own gloves, bats,

and drinks (water or Gatorade).
The camp is open to boys ages 6-14 and their fathers or
father figures. With only 80 spots available for children,

early registration is encouraged. Registration closes Jan.
The camp is set for January 26-28 from 6 to 8 p.m. atthe  14.

Ashville sharpshooters on target - «om s

Carpenter pointed to his team’s depth as a
major factor.

“We had a lot of guys who came off the
bench tonight and stepped up for us. We‘re
limited in numbers, so everybody has to be
ready to play when called upon. We have faith
that every guy who steps out on the court will
do what we ask him to do.”

The Bulldogs’ balanced scoring attack in-
cluded 19 points form Parker Smith, 18 from
J.B. Potter, 16 from Dalton Rice-Thompson,
12 from Jrey Colley 11 from Nate Huckbay
and nine from Dylan Palmer. Potter grabbed
11 rebounds, followed by Smith with six and
Huckbay with four. Thompson distributed 12
assists, while Potter dished out eight.

Hokes Bluff came out of a back-and-forth
first quarter with a 20-17 lead. With Potter
relegated to the bench with foul trouble, five
straight points from Ronan McFadden put the
Eagles ahead 30-28 midway through the sec-
ond period.

But Hokes Bluff went scoreless over the
final 1:50 of the first half, and seven consecu-
tive points from Huckbay during that same
span provided Ashville with a 35-30 advan-
tage at the break.

“We’re a team that really doesn’t rely on
one person, so when one guy comes out, an-
other one comes in with the same energy and
the same intensity,” said Potter. “We probably
put in more work than any other team, and all
that [work] is starting to pay off.”

Helped by eight points from Bryce Whita-
ker, Hokes Bluff kept within single digits for
much of the third quarter. His basket with
two minutes to go cut the Bulldog lead to five
points, but that proved to be the high-water
mark for the Eagles. Ashville closed out the
period on a 15-6 run, and despite three 3-point
baskets by Logan Carr during the final eight
minutes, Hokes Bluff failed to get back within
striking distance.

A pair of free throws from Dylan Palmer
down the stretch made it a 20-point advantage
for the Bulldogs and effectively ended any
chance of an Eagle rally.

Whitaker paced Hokes Bluff with 24 points
along with four rebounds. Carr shot 71 percent
(5-for-7) from the three-point line on the way
to 21 points. He also had six assists. Ronan
McFadden scored 13 points, while Anderson
Morgan added seven points and 14 assists.

“Coach Carpenter did a very good job of

preparing his team for this basketball game,”
said Hokes Bluff head coach Ryan Smith.
“He put his kids in the right situations to make
plays, and our kids didn’t make enough plays.
Basketball is a game of runs, and [Ashville’s]
runs were longer than ours, which is a trib-
ute to [Carpenter]. My hats off to [Ashville].
They’re a very good basketball team that has
a lot of guys with a lot of athleticism. When
they get going, they’re like a freight train, and
we had a hard tonight of slowing that train
down tonight.”

To register or for more information, contact Blake Lew-
is at blewis@gadsdenstate.edu.

ASWA basketball poll

Released January 9

Girls Boys
Class 7A Class 7A
1. Hoover 1. Hoover
2. Hillcrest-Tuscaloosa 2. Central-Phenix City
3. Vestavia Hills 3. Huntsville
4. Bob Jones 4. Austin
5. Auburn 5. Dothan
6. Foley 6. Baker
7. Daphne 7. Hillcrest-Tuscaloosa
8. Hewitt-Trussville 8. Auburn
9. Albertville 9. James Clemens
10. Central-Phenix City 10. Enterprise
Class 6A Class 6A
1. Park Crossing 1. Huffman
2. Hazel Green 2. Mountain Brook
3. Hartselle 3. Cullman
4. Mortimer Jordan 4. Oxford
5. Mountain Brook 5. Buckhorn
6. Chelsea 6. Clay-Chalkville
7. McGill-Toolen Catholic 7. Pinson Valley
8. Fort Payne 8. Minor
9. Jasper 9. Murphy
10. Gardendale 10. Northridge
Class 5A Class 5A
1. Scottsboro 1. Ramsay
2. Ramsay 2. Wenonah
3. Moody 3. Williamson
4. Wenonah 4. Selma
5. West Point 5. LeFlore
6. Sardis 6. Guntersville
7. St. Paul’s Episcopal 7. Leeds
8. Selma 8. East Limestone
9. Priceville 9. Northside
10. Jacksonville 10. Carroll-Ozark
Class 4A Class 4A
1. Good Hope 1. Fairfield
2. Trinity 2. Madison Academy
3. Deshler 3. Plainview
4. Pleasant Grove 4. BTW-Tuskegee
5. Plainview 5. Good Hope
6. Madison Academy 6. Alexandria
7. Prattville Christian 7. Jackson
8. St. Michael Catholic 8. New Hope
9. Geneva 9. Cherokee County
10. Jackson 10. Anniston
Class 3A Class 3A
1. Lauderdale County 1. Midfield
2. St. James 2. Montgomery Academy
3. Mars Hill Bible 3. Lee-Scott
4. Midfield 4. Mars Hill Bible
5. Hale County 5. Hale County
6. Locust Fork 6. Sumter Central
7. Vinemont 7. Southside-Selma
8. Holly Pond 8. Piedmont
9. Wicksburg 9. Hillcrest-Evergreen
10. T.R. Miller 10. Wilcox Central
Class 2A Class 2A
1. Decatur Heritage 1. Section
2. Cold Springs 2. Providence Christian
3. Sand Rock 3. Abbeville
4. Winston County 4. Tuscaloosa Academy
5. Belgreen 5. Pisgah
6. Lanett 6. Sand Rock
7. Abbeville 7. Decatur Heritage
8. Lexington 8. North Sand Mountain
9. Sulligent 9. Red Bay
10. Pisgah 10. G.W. Long
Class 1A Class 1A
1. Spring Garden 1. Spring Garden
2. |der 2. Oakwood
3. Winterboro 3. Georgiana
4. Kinston 4. Skyline
5. Marion County 5. R.C. Hatch
6. Keith 6. Pleasant Home
7. R.C. Hatc 7. Florala
8. Brilliant 8. McKenzie
9. Elba 9. Sumiton Christian
10. MclIntosh 10. Coosa Christian

Courtesy of Alex Chaney

Hokes Bluff's Haylen Marbut (left) protects the ball
from Ashville’s Maddie Sanders during Hokes Bluff's
45-33 victory in girls basketball on Jan. 7 at AHS.
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LEGALNS

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness se-
cured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Jeffery Wayne Wilson,
an unmarried man, origi-
nally in favor of Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc. as
nominee for Primemax
Mortgage Company,
LLC, on November 20,
2020, said mortgage
recorded in the Office
of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County,
Alabama, in Instrument
Number 3512000; the
undersigned Lakeview
Loan Servicing, LLC, as
Mortgagee/Transferee,
under and by virtue of
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage,
will sell at public outcry
to the highest bidder
for cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama, on January
30, 2025, during the le-
gal hours of sale, all of
its rights, title, and inter-
est in and to the follow-
ing described real es-
tate, situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-wit:
Lot Two (2) of Sommer-
set Estates recorded in
Plat Book “L”, Page 78,
in the Probate Office
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.. Property street
address for informa-
tional purposes: 1531
Sun Rise PI, Southside,
AL 35907. THIS PROP-
ERTY WILL BE SOLD
ON AN “AS IS, WHERE
IS” BASIS, WITHOUT
WARRANTY OR RE-
COURSE, EXPRESSED
OR IMPLIED AS TO TI-
TLE, USE AND/OR EN-
JOYMENT AND WILL
BE SOLD SUBJECT
TO THE RIGHT OF
REDEMPTION OF ALL
PARTIES ENTITLED
THERETO. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest in
property the right to re-
deem the property under
certain  circumstances.
Programs may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.
This sale is made for the
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by
said mortgage, as well
as the expenses of fore-
closure. The successful
bidder must tender a
non-refundable deposit
of Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($5,000.00) in certi-
fied funds made payable
to Tiffany & Bosco, P.A.
at the time and place of
the sale. The balance
of the purchase price
plus any deed recording
costs and transfer taxes
must be paid in certified
funds by noon the next
business day at the Law
Office of Tiffany & Bos-
co, P.A. at the address
indicated below. Tiffany
& Bosco, P.A. reserves
the right to award the bid
to the next highest bid-
der should the highest
bidder fail to timely ten-
der the total amount due.
The Mortgagee/Trans-
feree reserves the right
to bid for and purchase
the real estate and to
credit its purchase price
against the expenses of
sale and the indebted-
ness secured by the real
estate. This sale is sub-
ject to postponement or
cancellation. Lakeview
Loan Servicing, LLC,
(“Transferee”) Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A., 2501 20th
Place South, Suite 300,
Homewood, AL 35223
www.tblaw.com TB File
Number: 23-08770

January 10, 17, and 24,
2025

FILE CLAIMS

Christopher Myron
Palmer was/were ap-
pointed Personal
Representative(s) on
09/03/2024 to the Estate
of Myron Loyal Palmer,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025
FILE CLAIMS
Tanya

and
Tucker

Kay Davis
Laurel Richie
was/were ap-

01-10-25 Legals.indd 1

pointed Co-Personal
Representative(s)  on
10/22/2024 to the Es-
tate of Carolyn Cochran
McLester, deceased,
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama noti-
fies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Brianna Day was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
10/28/2024 over the
Estate of Christopher
Dwayne Day, deceased,
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama noti-
fies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Jacqueline Snell was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 10/28/2024 over
the Estate of Randall
Wayne Snell, deceased,
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama noti-
fies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Bethlynne Louise Stod-
dard and Melissa Stod-
dard Finch was/were
appointed Co-Personal
Representative(s)  on
10/28/2024 to the Estate
of Joan D. Stoddard,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Maria Powell was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
10/28/2024 to the Estate
of Elizabeth Murdock,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Steven McClendon was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
11/05/2024 over the Es-
tate of Donald McClen-
don, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Patricia Perry was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
11/05/2024 over the Es-
tate of Jerry Wilbur Per-
ry, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Amanda H. Schaf-
ner was/were ap-
pointed Personal
Representative(s) on
11/05/2024 over the Es-
tate of David Lynn Moz-
ingo, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,

January 3 and 10, 2025
FILE CLAIMS

Timothy Shane Davis
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 11/08/2024 over the
Estate of Fiona Nel-
son, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Y’Mari Sturkie was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s) on
11/12/2024 over the Es-
tate of Lasheta McGrud-
er, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025
FILE CLAIMS
Teryl Lynette  Lan-
caster was/were ap-
pointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
11/14/2024 over the Es-
tate of Joan Hope Stew-
art, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be

barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Sharon J. Garmany was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 11/15/2024 to the Es-
tate of Stanley W. Jen-
kins, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

W.J. Crane was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
11/19/2024 to the Estate
of William P. Stofko, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Kyle Pierce was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
11/25/2024 to the Es-
tate of Willie Pollock,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Dennis Earl Young,
Jr. was/were ap-
pointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
11/26/2024 to the Estate
of Dennis Earl Young,
Sr., deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Lance Patrick Watkins
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 12/02/2024 to the Es-
tate of Rebecca |. Wat-
kins, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

James Cunningham
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 12/09/2024 over the
Estate of Barbara Lee
Campbell, deceased,
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama noti-
fies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Brittney Free was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
12/10/2024 to the Es-
tate of Pearl M. Lind-
sey, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS
David Glidden was/
were appointed Per-

sonal Representative(s)
on 12/11/2024 over the
Estate of William Rob-
ert Downs, deceased,
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama noti-
fies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

FILE CLAIMS

Mary Ann Pennington
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 11/05/2024 to the
Estate of Wilma Jo Bak-
er, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS

Keith Edward Hughes
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 11/08/2024 to the
Estate of Vivian Marie
Hughes, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama noti-
fies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS

Sue M. Coleman was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 11/15/2024 to the Es-
tate of Harvey E. Cole-
man, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS

Asa Jay Gage was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 11/19/2024 to the
Estate of Cindy C. Gri-
er, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS
Joseph  Allen Phil-
lips, Jr. was/were ap-
pointed Personal

Representative(s) on
11/20/2024 to the Estate
of Joseph Allen Phillips,
Sr., deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-

sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS
Joseph  Allen  Phil-
lips, Jr. was/were ap-
pointed Personal

Representative(s)  on
11/20/2024 to the Estate
of Susan Belinda Phil-
lips, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS

Traci Taliaferro was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 11/21/2024 over the
Estate of Betty Jo Guy-
ton, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS

John A. Harvey was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 11/21/2024 to the
Estate of Opal M. Har-
vey, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS
Natalie Hayes was/
were appointed Per-

sonal Representative(s)
on 12/02/2024 to the
Estate of Glenda Wood-
yard, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS

Kayla Jo McRay
Martin  was/were ap-
pointed Personal
Representative(s) on
12/10/2024 to the Estate
of Willie Faye Camp-
bell, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS

Todd Bach-
elor was/were  ap-
pointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
12/17/2024 to the Estate
of Mary Lou Ann Bach-
elor, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Joseph

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS
Steve Stafford was/
were appointed Per-

sonal Representative(s)
on 11/12/2024 over the
Estate of Banji Akintola
Stafford, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama noti-
fies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

FILE CLAIMS
Tabitha Helton was/

were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)

on 12/18/2024 to the
Estate of Jimmy Pow-
ell, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

LEGAL NOTICE

There will be a hear-
ing held on Wednesday
January 15, 2025 at
9:30 AM concerning the
deceased Eileen P. Col-
lins who died December
24, 2024 at McGuffey
Health and Rehab in
Gadsden, Eileen Collins
last known address was
McGuffey Health Care.

January 10, 2025
NOTICE OF HEARING

ESTATE OF DORA Al-
LEEN BATTLES,
deceased

CASE NO.: 2023-00334

NOTICE TO: James
Clint Frasier and John
Frasier, devisees and
beneficiaries under the
Last Will and Testament
of Dora Aileen Battles,
deceased, heirs-at-law
and next of kin of Dora
Aileen Battles.

The Personal Represen-
tative’s Petition For Or-
der of Final Settlement
and Decree

Discharging  Personal
Representative shall be
heard by undersigned at
the Etowah County
Courthouse, 800 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden,
Alabama 35901, on 26th
day of
February
10.00A.M.

2025, at

SCOTT W. HASSELL
JUDGE OF PROBATE

January 10, 17, and 24,
2025

NOTICE OF DAY SET
FOR HEARING ON
THE PETITION FOR
PROBATE OF WILL

IN THE PROBATE
COURT FOR ST. CLAIR
COUNTY,

ALABAMA

SOUTHERN JUDICIAL
DIVISION AT PELL
CITY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF: BAR-
RY DELANO BRAD-
FORD, SR.,

deceased

CASE NO. $-2024-452

TO:

BEVERLY LISA
BRADFORD RANDLE
105 PENN DRIVE
GADSDEN, AL 35903

Please take notice that
a Petition for Probate
of Will in the Estate
of BARRY DELANO
BRADFORD, SR. was
filed in my office by
Barry Delano Bradford,
Jr. And, the 18th day of
February, 2025 at 9:30
am has been set as
the date and time for a
hearing, at which time
you may appear and
consent to the same, or
contest said Petition.

Done this the 7th day of
January, 2025.

Andrew  Weathington,
Judge of Probate

Blair and Parsons, P.C.
1711 Cogswell Avenue
Pell City, AL 35125
205-884-3440

January 10, 17, 24, and
31, 2025

NOTIFICATION OF
PROBATE TO HEIRS

The estate of Johnny
Lee Hood of 2138 Ken-
nesaw Way SE, Smyrna
GA 30080

Notice to Heirs that a
petition to probate will in
solemn form has been
filed on November 19th
2024. In the Probate
Court of Cobb County,
Georgia, for the pro-
bate of Last Will and
Testament of Johnny
Lee Hood. Who passed
away on March 28th,
2024.

Probate Case Number
24-p-2164

Heirs please contact:
Josh Hood, Executor of
Estate
JHood124@yahoo.com,
404-707-1698

Probate Court info:
Cobb County State of

Georgia
32 Waddell St SE,
Marietta GA 30090

December 20 ,27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF ESTATE

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF DEN-
NIS RAY BOWEN, DE-
CEASED

CASE NO: 2025-00003

A Petition for Summary
Distribution of the Estate
of DENNIS RAY BOW-
EN, Deceased, having
been submitted to the
Honorable Scott W. Has-
sell, Judge of Probate,
by Petitioners, Tammy
Smith, Peggy Whitten,
and Gladys Bowen Kel-
lett, on the 20th day of
December, 2024; No-
tice is hereby given that
all persons contesting
said Petition shall file a
response thereto with
the Judge of Probate,
Etowah County, within
30 days of the date of
this publication.

Done this the 7th day of
January 2025

Scott W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE

January 10, 2025

NOTICE OF
HEARING ON FINAL
SETTLEMENT
IN THE CIRCUIT

COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA.

MARY ELIZABETH
TRAMMELL V.
BRENDA DAY, ET AL

Case No.:
CV-2023-900533.00

MARY ELIZABETH
“DOT” TRAMMELL has
filed a Petition for Final
Settlement of his/her
administration cum tes-
tamento annexo of the
above styled estate and
filed with his/her petition
an accounting. The 18th
day of February 2025 at
8:30 a.m. is hereby set
as the day and time for
the hearing of said Peti-
tion.

Cassandra Johnson

Circuit Court Clerk
Etowah County, Ala-
bama

Attorney for the Plaintiff
Lloyd Scott Christopher
819 West Main Street,
Suite C,

Centre, Alabama 35960
256-266-1416
contact@lloydlegalllc.
com

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION

Suit to Quiet Title owned
by Diane Graves has
been filed in the Circuit
Court, Etowah County
Case No.. CV-2022-
900271 styled Diane
Graves VS Lot 26 in
Block Number 2 of the
Glenn Addition of the
City of Attalla, in Etowah
County, AL; Tani Cooper,
Julia Tolbert, & Margaret
Ragland; the unknown
heirs and next of kin of
Ada Randle, deceased
and any other unknown
individuals and/or enti-
ties who claim any inter-
est in the following real
property.

Lot Twenty-six (26) in
Block Number Two (2) of
the Glenn Addition to the
City of Attalla, in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
gether with all improve-
ments located thereon,
and recorded in Book
1227 Page 855, Probate
Office of Etowah County,
Alabama.

You are named as a de-
fendant. You are hereby
commanded and direct-
ed to file with the Clerk
of the Circuit Court an
answer to the complaint
within 30 days after the
last publication of this
notice, or a default judg-
ment may be entered
against you.

This the 13th day of De-
cember 2024.

Cassandra Johnson
Circuit Clerk

John D. Floyd, Esquire
Floyd Law Firm, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
808 Chestnut Street
Gadsden, AL. 35901
(256)547-6328

December 20, 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

1/9/25 8:28 AM
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NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE: MINOR NAME
CHANGE
CASE NO:-2024-00358

To:  UNKNOWN  FA-
THER
WHEREABOUTS  UN-
KNOWN

You are hereby noti-
fied that a Petition for
Name Change of a mi-
nor child born to SE-
QUOYAH MOSTELLA
on AUGUST 16, 2019,
was filed on JUNE 12,
2024. Please be advised
that if you intend to con-
test the same you must
file a written response
within thirty (30) days of
the last date of publica-
tion with the Attorney
for Petitioners whose
name and address is
listed below and with
the Clerk of the Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama P.O. Box 187,
Gadsden, AL 35902.

Done this the 11th day of
December 2024.

Attorney for Petitioner(s):
(name and address)
John Floyd, Esq.

808 Chestnut Street
Gadsden, AL 35901

December 20, 27, 2024,
January 3, and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
DEBRA J. KING,
ALLEGED
INCAPACITATED

TO: Any unknown
family

Case #: 2024-820

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapaci-
tated individual was
filed in the Office of the
Judge of Probate, and
further, that the 10TH
day of FEBRUARY 2025
at 2:30 p.m. was ap-
pointed a day and time
for hearing on said Pe-
tition, thereof at which
time you may appear
and support and/or con-
test the Petition, if you
so choose.

DONE THIS THE 26TH
DAY OF DECEMBER
2024

Scott Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE

January 3, 10, and 17,
2025

NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR LETTERS OF
GUARDIANSHIP AND
PETITION FOR
LETTERS OF
CONSERVATORSHIP

Notice to: Unknown
family members, whose
whereabouts are un-
known

You will take notice that
a Petition for Letters of
Guardianship for the
person of Robert M.

Dabney, Jr., and a Peti-
tion for Letters of Con-
servatorship over the
estate of Robert M.
Dabney, Jr., was filed by
Gadsden Regional Med-
ical Center on the 6th
day of JANUARY 2025.

A hearing on the Petition
for Letters of Guardian-
ship and Petition for Let-
ters of Conservatorship
is set on the 11th day
of FEBRUARY 2025, at
2:30 p.m. in the Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama, 800 Forrest
Avenue, Gadsden, Ala-
bama 35901.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 10, 17, and 24,
2025

NOTICE
TO KASSI GROSS

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
JESSICA DOWNES
GROSS, Deceased

CASE NO. 2023-00516

You will take notice that
a petition in the above
styled action for final dis-
charge was filed against
you in the Etowah
County Probate Court
on October 23, 2024,
Case No. 2023- 00516
and that by reason of
an order for service of
summons by publication
entered by this Court on
November 18, 2024.

Please be advised that
should you intend to
contest this petition, you
must file a written re-
sponse within thirty (30)
days of the date of the
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last publication herein
with EMILY HAWK
MILLS, whose name and
address is shown below,
and with the Clerk of the
Probate Court of
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, Post Office Box
187, Gadsden, AL
35902.

A hearing has been set
for January 15, 2025 at
10:00 AM. before the
Honorable Scott W.
Hassell in the Probate
Court of Etowah County
in Gadsden, Alabama.

Emily Hawk Mills
Cusimano, Roberts,
Mills & Knowlton, LLC
153 S. 9th Street
Gadsden, AL 35901

DONE this the 18th day
of November 2024

SCOTT W. HASSELL
JUDGE OF PROBATE

December 20, 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE
OF PETITION TO
ADMIT WILL TO
PROBATE
AND PETITION FOR
LETTERS
TESTMENTARY

InRe: IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA
The Estate Of NANCY
MOUNT BRYANT, De-
ceased.

Case No.: 2024-00789

Notice to:
Christina Leighann
Moss, whose where-

abouts are unknown

You will take notice that
a Petition to Admit Will to
Probate and Petition for
Letters

Testamentary has been
filed by Keith Duane Bry-
ant in the matter of the
Estate of Nancy Mount
Bryant. This matter is
set to be heard on the
18th day of February
2025, at 10:00 o’clock
a.m., before the Honor-
able Scott W. Hassell,
Judge of Probate.

Please be advised that
should you intend to ob-
ject to the Last Will and
Testament being
admitted and Letters of
Testamentary being is-
sued to Keith Duane
Bryant, you must file a
written response within
thirty (30) days of the
date of the last publica-
tion herein with Justin D.
Hayes, 406 South 3rd
Street, Gadsden, Ala-
bama 35901, and with
the Clerk of the Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama, 800 Forrest
Avenue, Gadsden, Ala-
bama 35901.

December 20, 27, 2024,
January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF
CONDEMNATION-
FORFEITURE ACTION

STATE OF ALABAMA,
ex rel: Etowah County
Drug Enforcement Unit,

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO: CV-24-117-
CDR

PLAINTIFF

VS.

$928.00 U.S. Currency
DEFENDANTS

In Re: Tracie Lynn
Wiggs

TO ANY PERSON,

CORPORATION OR
OTHER ENTITY CLAIM-
ING AN OWNER’S BO-
NA FIDE

INTEREST IN THE
HEREINABOVE DE-
SCRIBED CURRENCY:

WHEREAS, the State
of Alabama has filed
its complaint in the
above-described action
seeking condemnation,
forfeiture, and ultimate
disposition of the above-
described currency. You
are hereby notified that
you must answer said
Complaint by the 14th
day of February 2025.
Failure to file such an-
swer shall result in your
loss of any claimed own-
er’s or other interest in
said currency.

DONE this the 19th day
of December, 2024.

Cassandra
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County,
bama

Johnson,

Ala-

January 10, 17, 24, and
31, 2025

NOTICE OF
CONDEMNATION-
FORFEITURE ACTION

STATE OF ALABAMA,
ex rel: Etowah County
Drug Enforcement Unit,

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO: CV-24-

900464-SJS

PLAINTIFF
VS.

$4,350.00 U.S.
Currency

DEFENDANTS
In Re: Wade L Riley
Benefield

TO ANY PERSON,
CORPORATION OR
OTHER ENTITY CLAIM-
ING AN OWNER’S BO-
NA FIDE

INTEREST IN THE
HEREINABOVE DE-
SCRIBED CURRENCY:

WHEREAS, the State
of Alabama has filed
its complaint in the
above-described action
seeking condemnation,
forfeiture, and ultimate
disposition of the above-
described currency. You
are hereby notified that
you must answer said
Complaint by the 14th
day of February 2025.
Failure to file such an-
swer shall result in your
loss of any claimed own-
er's or other interest in
said cur-rency.

DONE this the 19th day
of December, 2024.

Cassandra
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County,
bama

Johnson,

Ala-

January 10, 17, 24, and
31, 2025

NOTICE OF
CONDEMNATION-
FORFEITURE ACTION

STATE OF ALABAMA,
ex rel: Etowah County
Drug Enforcement Unit,

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO: CV-24-107-
SJS

PLAINTIFF
VS.

$1,178.00 U.S.
Currency

DEFENDANTS
In Re: Tarance Adolph
Smothers

TO ANY PERSON,
CORPORATION OR
OTHER ENTITY CLAIM-
ING AN OWNER’S BO-
NA FIDE

INTEREST IN THE
HEREINABOVE DE-
SCRIBED CURRENCY:

WHEREAS, the State
of Alabama has filed
its complaint in the
above-described action
seeking condemnation,
forfeiture, and ultimate
disposition of the above-
described currency. You
are hereby notified that
you must answer said
Complaint by the 14th
day of February 2025.
Failure to file such an-
swer shall result in your
loss of any claimed own-
er's or other interest in
said cur-rency.

DONE this the 19th day
of December, 2024.

Cassandra
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County,
bama

Johnson,
Ala-
January 10, 17, 24, and
31, 2025

NOTICE OF HEARING
IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

In The Matter of the

Adoption  Petition  of
BRANDON SCOTT
WILDER

CASE NO.: 202-00001

TO: Bradley Watts
Address Unknown

Please take notice that a
petition for adoption of a
child born to Brooke EI-
len Perry, a.k.a Brooke
Perry Wilder, has been
filed in said Court by
the Petitioner(s) named
above. The minor child’s
date of birth is March 30,
2011. As a notified party,
you may appear in the
adoption pro-ceeding to
contest or support the
attached petition. Please
be advised that if you
intend to con-test this
adoption, you must file a
written response within
thirty (30) days of ser-
vice of this no-tice with
counsel for said Peti-
tioner, whose name and
address are as shown
below and with the Clerk
of the Probate Court at
the following address:
P.O. Box 187, Gadsden,
AL 35902. If you fail to
respond within thirty (30)
days and appear at the
hearing, the Court may
construe that failure as
an implied consent to
the adoption and waiver
of a right to appear and
of further no-tice of the
adoption  proceedings.
If the adoption is ap-
proved, your parental
rights, if any, will be con-
sidered terminated.

Attorney for Petitioner:
Shannon L. Millican

255 South 8th Street
Gadsden, AL 35901

Given under my hand
this the 2nd day of Janu-
ary 2025.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 10, 17, 24, and
31, 2025

EFSP PUBLIC
NOTICE

ETOWAH COUNTY
HAS BEEN AWARD-
ED FEDERAL FUNDS
MADE AVAILABLE
THROUGH THE DE-
PARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECU-
RITY (DHS)/FEDERAL
EMERGENCY  MAN-
AGEMENT  AGENCY
UNDER THE EMER-
GENCY FOOD AND
SHELTER  NATIONAL
BOARD PROGRAM.

Etowah County has
been awarded $23,701
(considered Phase 42)
to supplement existing
emergency food and
shelter programs in the
county. The selection
was made by a National
Board that is chaired by
the U. S. Department
of Homeland Security’s
Federal Emergency
Management  Agency
and consists of repre-
sentatives from Ameri-
can Red Cross; Catholic
Charities, USA; National
Council of the Churches
of Christ in the USA;
The Jewish Federations
of North America; The
Salvation Army; and,
United Way Worldwide.
The Local EFSP Board
was charged to distrib-
ute funds appropriated
by Congress to help
expand the capacity of
food and shelter pro-
grams in high-need ar-
eas around the country
and will determine how
these funds are to be
distributed among the
emergency food and
shelter programs run by
local service agencies
in the area. Under the
terms of the grant from
the National Board, lo-
cal agencies chosen to
receive funds must:

1) be private, voluntary
nonprofits or units of
government,

2) be eligible to receive
Federal funds,

3) have an accounting
system,

4) practice nondiscrimi-
nation,

5) have demonstrated
the capability to deliver
emergency food and/or
shelter programs, and
6) if they are a private
voluntary organization,
have a voluntary board.
Qualifying agencies are
urged to apply.

Please contact
(256)547-2581 or call-
help@uwoec.org to
receive an organiza-
tional application for this
phase of funding.

January 3 and 10, 2025
NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given
that the Content of the
following storage build-
ings will be SOLD by
Off Campus Storage
on January 10, 2025,
at 10:00 a.m. at 474
George Wallace Drive,
Gadsden, AL. 35903

Angela Johnson
Unit 26

Off Campus Storage
474 George Wallace
Drive

Gadsden, AL. 35903

January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF
VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described  abandoned
vehicle(s) on February
14, 2025

1998 Buick Lesabre
VIN: 1G4HP52K-
7WH407099

2006 Utility Trailer Semi
Flatbed

VIN:
1UYFS24816A702123

Thacker Towing &
Recovery

927 5th Avenue NE
Attalla, AL 35954
(256) 546-9994

January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF
VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described  abandoned
vehicle(s) on February
21,2025

2010 Ford F-150
VIN: 1FTFW-
1CVOAFC36215

Thacker Towing &
Recovery
927 5th Avenue NE

Attalla, AL 35954
(256) 546-9994

January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF
VEHICLE
POSSESSION

In accordance with the
Alabama Abandoned
Motor Vehicle Act, Ala-
bama Code Sections
32-13-1 through 32-13-8
notice is hereby given to
the owners, lienholders,
and other interested par-
ties. The following mo-
tor vehicles will be sold
at public auction to the
highest bidder at 9:00
am , January 13, 2025 at
Team One Chevrolet of
Gadsden, Gadsden, Al-
abama. Seller reserves
the right to reject any bid
and the right to bid.

2006 CADILLAC DTS
VIN:
1GEEH96Y56U550741

Stephanie Gillilan
Attorney at Law
834 Chestnut Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
(256) 458-6515

January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described  abandoned
vehicle(s) on 02/14/2025

2001
1500
VIN:

1GCEK19T21E188463

Chev Silverado

2001 Ford F-150 XL
VIN:
1FTRX17L71NA06309

Tommy Tows
1912 3rd Street
Attalla, AL. 35954
(256) 490-3715

January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described  abandoned
vehicle(s) on February
7,2025.

1996 Dodge Ram 1500
Black

VIN:
1B7HC16ZXTJ116620
1993 Toyota Camry
White

VIN:
4T1SK12W7PU276393

6x12 Enclosed Trailer
White

1992 Chevrolet
Motrhome Chassis Gray
VIN:
1GBKP37N2N3320194

2011 Mini Cooper
Countryman Blue

VIN:  WMWZzZC5C50B-
WM11110

2001 Chevrolet Malibu
White

VIN:
1G1NE52J116130516

2004
Gray
VIN

2G4WS52J441300055

Buick  Century

2012 Subaru Outback
Black
VIN:
4S4BRCKC7C3244007

2003 Volkswagen New
Beetle Red

VIN: 3VWCD-
21C93M442554

2007 Chevrolet
Blue
VIN:
3GNDA33P77S591544

HHR

1995 Buck Park Avenue

Tan
VIN: 1G4C-
W52KXSH622645

2013 Nissan Rogue
Burgundy

VIN:
JNBAS5MT1DW529514

2019 Chevrolet
Colorado White

VIN:
1GCHSBEA9K1259254

2020 Chevrolet
Black

VIN:
3GNCJKSB9LL189542

Trax

ER Towing

1733 Forrest Ave
Gadsden, AL 35901
(256)547-1549

January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described  abandoned
vehicle(s) on 02/14/2025

2017 Ford Focus SE
VIN: 1FADP3F-
27HL327034

Tommy Tows

3403 Forrest Ave
Gadsden, AL 35904
(256) 490-3715

January 3 and 10, 2025

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described  abandoned
vehicle(s) on February
17, 2025

2004 Chevrolet Impala
(White)

VIN:

2G1WF52KX4 9285685

UNI AUTOMOTIVE
GROUP LLC

2075 HIGHWAY 77
ATTALLAAL 35954
256-538-6600

January 10 and 17, 2025

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described  abandoned
vehicle(s) on February
18, 2025

2006 Buick Rendezvous
(WHITE)

VIN:
3G5DA03L36S537779

UNI AUTOMOTIVE
GROUP LLC

2075 HIGHWAY 77
ATTALLAAL 35954
256-538-6600

January 10 and 17, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
AUCTION OF
ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE
that Matt's Towing will
offer for sale at pub-
lic auction to the high-
est bidder for cash the
following abandoned
motor  vehicle 2002
Toyota Tacoma vin#
5TEPM62N12Z2069068
The public auction will
be held at Matt’'s Towing
927 5th Ave NE Attalla
AL 35954 at 10:00am
on 2/22/2025 The Seller
shall have a right to re-
jectany bid that is unrea-
sonably low. The seller
expressly reserves the
right to bid and purchase
at the public auction.

January 10 and 17, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
AUCTION OF
ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE
that Matt's Towing will
offer for sale at public
auction to the highest
bidder for cash the fol-
lowing abandoned mo-
tor vehicle 2002 Toyota
Camry VIN#4T1BE32K
X2U101919 The public
auction will be held at
Matt's Towing 927 5th
Ave NE Attalla AL 35954
at 10:00am on 2/22/2025
The Seller shall have
a right to reject any bid
that is unreasonably low.
The seller expressly re-
serves the right to bid
and purchase at the
public auction.

January 10 and 17, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
AUCTION OF
ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE
that Matt’s Towing will of-
fer for sale at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder
for cash the following
abandoned motor ve-
hicle 2017 Chevrolet tra-
verse VIN#1GNKRFED
4HJ300490 The public
auction will be held at
Matt's Towing 927 5th
Ave NE Attalla AL 35954
at 10:00am on 2/19/2025
The Seller shall have
a right to reject any bid
that is unreasonably low.
The seller expressly re-
serves the right to bid
and purchase at the
public auction.

January 10 and 17, 2024

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described  abandoned
vehicle(s) on March 14,
2025.

2002 Chevrolet
blazer

VIN:
1GNDS13S8422476992

Trail-

2012 Honda Civic
VIN:
19XFB2F8XCE088645

2002 Pontiac Sunfire
VIN:
1G2JB124927440768

Thacker Towing
927 5th Avenue NE
Attalla, AL 35954
(256) 504-1605

January 10 and 17, 2025

NOTICE OF
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned

will proceed to take pos-
session of the fol-lowing
described  abandoned
item(s) on January 22,
2025

Load of lumber, Georgia
Pacific Wood Products
LLC, product # 720227,
11 bundles of 2x4’s, 208
pieces per bundle, 2,288
pieces total

Thacker Towing
927 5th Avenue NE
Attalla, AL 35954
(256) 504-1605

January 10 and 17, 2025

ORDINANCE
NO. 0-58-24

Amending City Code
Section 74-1(3) Regard-
ing Miscellaneous Fees
and Charges

BE IT ORDAINED BY
THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as fol-
lows:

Section 1. Sec-
tion 74-1(3) of the Code
of Ordinances of the City
of Gadsden is amended
to read as follows:

(3) Afee of $10.00
shall be charged to any
person requesting any
identification  pictures,
accident reports, report
copies, accident photo-
graphs and fingerprints
requested from the po-
lice department by any
person other than an-
other law enforcement
agency for use in law
en-forcement.

Section 3. The
section, subsections,
paragraphs, sentences,
clauses and phrases of
this or-dinance are sev-
erable. If any section,
subsection, paragraph,
sentence, clause and
phrase of this ordinance
is declared unconsti-
tutional or invalid by a
valid judgment of a court
of compe-tent jurisdic-
tion, such judgment
shall not affect the valid-
ity of any other section,
subsection, paragraph,
sentence, clause and
phrase of this ordinance.
The city council declares
that it is its intent that it
would have enacted this
ordinance without such
invalid or unconstitution-
al provi-sions.

Section 4. The
provisions of this ordi-
nance repeal any prior
ordinance or provision of
the Gadsden City Code
to the extent of any con-
flict.

Section 5. This
ordinance shall become
effective upon publica-
tion.

Adopted by the City
Council of Gadsden on
December 30, 2024.

Iva Nelson, City Clerk

January 10, 2025

ORDINANCE
NO. 0-57-24

Authorizing Conveyance
of Certain Property

Whereas, the City of
Gadsden obtained a
foreclosure deed on
September 15, 1981 to a
100-foot section of prop-
erty located at 1514 Lula
Street, more specifically
described as

A lot fronting 100 feet
of Lula Street, being a
portion of Lot 3, Block
5, Wright's Village Sub-
divi-sion, as recorded in
Plat Book C, Page 255,
Probate Office, Etowah
County, Alabama (Pro
No. 29361); and

Whereas, the Circuit
Court of Etowah County
issued a Quiet Title Or-
der on June 21, 2017
de-claring ownership
of the 100-foot section
to the above-described
property in favor of Anita
Joyce Orr; and

Whereas, the City of
Gadsden wishes to re-
mise, release, quitclaim
and convey any interest
to said described prop-
erty; and

Now, Therefore, BE IT
ORDAINED BY THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF GADSDEN,
ALABAMA, as follows:

This real property is not
needed for any munici-
pal or public purpose.

The Mayor is hereby
authorized to execute a
quit claim deed to and in
favor of Anita Joyce Orr.

Adopted by the City
Council of Gadsden on
December 30, 2024.

Iva Nelson, City Clerk

January 10, 2025

1/9/25 8:28 AM
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SIFIE

SERVICE

SELLING a RV,
Tractor or Golf Cart?
ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or by
region in over 100
Newspapers, reaching
over 1 million readers
each week! Run your
ad in our Classified
Network for just $210
per week! Make one
call to this newspaper
(participating
Ala-SCAN newspaper)
or call 1-800-264-7043
to find out how easy it
is to advertise
statewide!

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices -
No payments for 18
months! Lifetime
warranty &
professional installs.
Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 1-855-405-8901

NEW AUTHORS
WANTED! Our
publishing staff will
help you self-publish
your own book. FREE
author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why
wait? Call now:
1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE
MOVING: Call today
for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most

Trusted Interstate
Movers. Let us take

the stress out of

Relocation Specialist,
call 844-925-3534

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A
small amount of water
can lead to major
damage in your home.
Our trusted
professionals dry out
the wet area and do
repairs to protect your
family and your home’s
value! If you have
water in your home
that needs to be dried,
Call 24/7:
1-877-727-2344
Have zip code of
service location ready
when you call!

MEDICARE PLANS
HAVE CHANGED!!!
Make sure your plan
will meets your needs
in 2025. Our licensed
agents can review the
changes, address your
needs and make sure
you aren’t overpaying!
For a free quote,
Call now!
1-877-730-0711

EDUCATION

ATTENTION
ACTIVE Duty & Military
Veterans! Begin a new

career and earn your
Degree at CTI! Online
Computer & Medical
training available for
Veterans & Families!
To learn more, call
866-475-1014
(M-F 8am-6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY

THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call
1-855-405-8647
Attention: VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices!
50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-855-405-9791

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your
service, call now for
a free quote and see
how much you can
save! 1-866-816-3535

DirecTV Satellite TV
Service Starting at
$59.99/month! Free
Installation! 160+
channels available.
Call Now to Get the
Most Sports &
Entertainment on TV!
844-594-7108

NEED NEW
FLOORING?

Call today schedule
a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting
& Flooring. Call Today!
1-877-568-2248

UPDATE YOUR HOME
with Beautiful New
Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home
estimates make it

from home.
Professional
installation. Top quality
- Made in the USA.
Call for free
consultation: 1-855-
405-8839. Ask about
our specials!

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call
1-833-683-2005

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year
warranty with
qualifying purchase*
Call 1-877-323-5516
today to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's a
power move.

Safe Step. North
Americas #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation

and service. Now

featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today!
Financing available.
Call Safe Step
1-844-871-6175

Call LeafGuard and

cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking.
No water damage. No
more ladder accidents.
Get LeafGuard today
and be protected for
life. FREE estimate.
Financing available.
20% off total purchase
(Restrictions may
apply.)
Call 1-844-679-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians
Mutual Insurance

Company. Coverage
for 400 plus
procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT
just a discount plan.

Do not wait! Call now!

Get your FREE Dental

Information Kit with all

the details!
1-877-817-4697
www.dental50plus.
com/alabama #6258

Donate your car, truck,

boat, RV and more to

support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST,

FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax

deduction! Call

Veteran Car Donations

at 1-877-724-3049
today!

Jacuzzi Bath
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
one day. For a limited

time, waiving ALL
installation costs!
(Additional terms
apply. Subject to
change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends

Call 1-877-205-0836

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors
available.
Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off
installation +
Additional 10% off
install
(for military, health
workers & 1st
responders.)

Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-3163

ATTENTION
HOMEOWNERS
Needing Siding,

Window or Roofs.
We are opening a
branch office and will
be using these homes
for advertising. SAVE
HUNDREDS. 100%
Financing*.SR/Military
discounts. $1000 OFF
with this ad. ENDS

SOON *wac

800-350-0591

FIREARMS
AUCTIONLIVE,
ONLINE & PHONE
BIDDING
December 13th 1pm
& 14th 10am Military,
Modern, Sporting &
Classic Firearms
www.montroseauction.
com 478-376-4559
Greensboro, GA
GAL 2006

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED

CAR?7?? DONATE
IT TO PATRIOTIC

pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’
programs help
veterans find work
or start their own
business. Call 24/7:
1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE
from $29 month Free
2-minute Quote! We
Compare all Insurance
providers offers for
you! Lowest Rates!
Call Now
866-450-0943

STOP OVERPAYING
FOR AUTO
INSURANCE! A recent
survey says that most
Americans are
overpaying for their
car insurance. Let us
show you how much
you can save. Call
Now for a
no-obligation quote:
1-877-551-4740

VEHICLE TITLE
Problems? We have
a solution! Call Jason
Steward Enterprises,
We’'re Alabama’s #1
Vehicle Title Problem
Experts! Free
telephone
consultation.
North AL
1-256-850-0527,
Central AL
1-205-267-5735,
South AL
1-251-342-8538.

moving! Speak to a ATTENTION OXYGEN convenient to shop say goodbye to gutter 3/30/25.) HEARTS. Fast free
Randall Battles 6
SURPLUS ITEMS REALTOR® S TREE SERVICE, ..c.
Gadsden State Community College will now be Oneonta

selling all Surplus items on Govdeals.com. Anyone
interested in purchasing can go to
Govdeals.com, register as a bidder, type in
Gadsden State Community
College in the search engine and view all
the items we have for sale.
All items are sold As is.

100 2nd Avenue West, Oneonta, AL 35121

Cell: 256-399-5454
rbattles@realtysouth.com
randallbattles.realtysouth.com

New agent in the area and would like your business
with estates and listings in the following areas:

Etowah County, Cherokee County, Calhoun County,
St. Clair County, Blount County, Marshall County,
Jefferson County and surrounding areas.

@ FeatySouth

GAGE BRYANT
256-458-9653

'FORD

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
cfordinsurance.com 256-413-7611

Sid Nelson

1957 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901

Skyler Clonts

Jill Peters

Scarlett Green

AUTO | HOME | LIFE | BUSINESS
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