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Rainbow Monument Company continues legacy

By Kaitlin Hoskins
News Editor

Rainbow City’s oldest business is enter-
ing a new chapter as Chris Smith and his
wife, Marlee, step into leadership of Rain-
bow Monument Company following the
passing of longtime owner Benny Hood.

For Chris, the transition has come with
an unexpected challenge: stepping away
from the hands-on work he loves most.

“Being stuck behind a desk is about the
worst thing you could do to him,” Marlee
said. “He’d much rather be out talking to
people, working with stone, and seeing
the finished monuments than answering
phones all day.”

For Marlee, the adjustment has been
just as significant. Although she has been
around the business since she and Chris
began dating in 2008, she recently went
from being a stay-at-home mother to help-
ing run the company full time.

“I truly had no idea what all went into
it,” she said. “I went from being a stay-
at-home mom to running a business over-
night, and that’s been a big adjustment.”

Even with the leadership change, much
about the business remains the same. Ben-
ny Hood, known for his strong opinions
and deep commitment to quality, ensured
Chris was well prepared during the 16
years they worked side by side. While the
company continues to evolve, particularly
with new technologies, its foundation re-
mains rooted in tradition.

Recent innovations include engraving
an Al-generated image onto a monument,
something the family says reflects their

willingness to adapt while honoring the
craft’s history.

“Folks are always coming in with ideas
or suggestions, and we listen,” Marlee
said. “We recently engraved an Al gener-
ated photo onto a monument and we are
very excited to see where else we can go
with that.”

The company’s history stretches back
more than 60 years, growing alongside
Rainbow City itself. Chris’s grandfather,
Denmon Hood, was one of the city’s
founders and a familiar figure residents
relied on for everything from paying wa-
ter bills to locating water lines.

“He was the person you called when
you needed to pay your water bill, find a
waterline, borrow a backhoe, or just had a
question about gosh near anything,” Mar-
lee said. “We are honored to continue one
of the many businesses he started. Rain-
bow City has always shown up for us.
And not just as customers, but as neigh-
bors, too. That support has meant a lot,
especially through the hard times.”

Continuing that legacy is both an honor
and a responsibility the family takes seri-
ously.

“This business has been part of Rain-
bow City for over 60 years, and we’ve
watched the town grow right along with
it,” Marlee said. “Being able to keep that
going is something we’re really proud of.”

The business is a truly locally owned
gem for the area.

“When you call us, you’re not getting a
machine or a call center. You’re getting a
member of our family,” they said. “Pick-
ing out a monument for someone you love
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is already hard enough. We try to make
that process as kind and personal as pos-
sible.”

Beyond monuments, the family remains
active in supporting community causes,
continuing Benny’s longtime support of
Shriners Hospitals for Children and con-
tributing to local nonprofits such as the
Gadsden Service Guild.

Looking ahead, they hope to eventu-
ally open at least one satellite office and

Submitted photo

continue reshaping how people view
monument work by making conversations
about planning and remembrance feel less
intimidating. They also remain committed
to keeping Rainbow City at the heart of
the business.

When asked to sum up the company’s
commitment to the area, Marlee said it
was a “legacy preserved, a community
served, and a future built with the same
care it’s always deserved.”

Gadsden will
join state’s
walking tours

Each year in April, The Alabama Tourism Depart-

By Karla McArthur
Correspondent

School System.

The Etowah County Board of Edu-
cation has posted the position of su-
perintendent of schools and will begin
a comprehensive search to identify
the next leader of the Etowah County

during his 16-year tenure and recog-
nized the lasting impact he has made

across the school system.

“Dr. Cosby has provided steady and
thoughtful leadership to Etowah Coun-
ty Schools for more than 16 years,”
Board President Jay Freeman said. “He
genuinely cares about our students,
our teachers and the families who trust

ECBOE begins superintendent search

students first. His impact will be felt in
our schools and throughout our county
for many years to come.”

Board members also expressed grati-
tude for Cosby’s service and vision
and praised his commitment to student
success. They said proactive steps are
being taken to ensure a smooth and
successful transition as the system pre-

us with their children each day. Un-
der his leadership, our schools have
stayed focused on doing what matters
most — helping students succeed in a
safe and supportive environment. He
understands that our schools are the
heart of our communities, and he has
worked hard to strengthen that connec-
tion. Dr. Cosby has led with integrity
and a servant’s heart, always putting

pares for its next chapter of leadership.

The search will be guided by the
mission of Etowah County Schools:
“Etowah County Schools provide a
rigorous, relevant education in a safe,
student-centered environment that pro-
duces college- and career-ready gradu-
ates who contribute responsibly in a
global community.”

ECBOE - page A2

ment hosts the statewide April Walking Tours which
gives tourists a free chance to learn historical and
interesting facts about Alabama towns. This year,
Gadsden joins once again as a participating city.

In the 2025 April Walking Tours, more than 3,300
people participated with 31 towns across the state
hosting the tours.

Greater Gadsden Area Tourism, partnered with
the Alabama Tourism Department April Walking
Tours, will offer free walking tours hosted by a local
town resident. The hour-long tours start at 10 a.m.
each Saturday on April 4, 11, 18 and 25. This event
is sponsored by Greater Gadsden Area Tourism and
there is no cost to participate.

Interested patrons should arrive at the back of the
Visitors Information Center, located in the Down-
town Civic Center at 623 Broad St. Gadsden, AL
35901 by 9:45 a.m. Park and meet at the rear of the
building, which is accessible via North 6th St.

Walking tours will head East down Broad Street
promptly at 10 a.m. Please dress in casual, weather
appropriate clothing with comfortable shoes and
feel free to bring your own water. Restroom stops
will be available during the walking tour. Tours will
continue in a light drizzle but will be cancelled if
there is a downpour. Any weather cancellations will
be published via Greater Gadsden Area Tourism’s
facebook page by 9 a.m. on the day of the scheduled
tour.

For more information, please contact Greater
Gadsden Area Tourism at (256) 549-0351. To make
a weekend getaway of it, find restaurants and lodg-
ing and other things to do at www.GreaterGadsden.
com.

Board members said they are com-
mitted to conducting a thoughtful,
transparent and thorough search to
identify the best candidate and the right
fit for students, staff and the commu-
nity.

Current superintendent Dr. Alan Cos-
by has announced plans to retire effec-
tive Aug. 1, 2026. The board expressed
appreciation for Cosby’s leadership

Alabama Senate passes bill excluding
soda, candy from SNAP benefits

By Anna Barrett
Alabama Reflector

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), Alabama ranked fourth in the nation for
adult obesity in 2024.

The bill does not change the amount of benefits dis-
tributed to Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program
(SNAP) recipients. It requires the Alabama Department
of Human Resources (DHR) to request a waiver from the
USDA to exclude candy and soda from the list of eligible
items recipients can purchase with their benefits.

A message seeking comment from DHR was left Tues-
day evening.

The waivers, approved by U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
Brooke Rollins and U.S. Secretary of Health and Human
Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., are part of the Trump ad-
ministration’s Make America Healthy Again initiative.

SNAP - page A2

The Alabama Senate on Tuesday passed a bill that would
prohibit food assistance recipients from using their ben-
efits to purchase certain sodas and sugary processed foods.

SB 57, sponsored by Sen. Arthur Orr, R-Decatur, is simi-
lar to those approved for 18 other states, including Ten-
nessee and Florida by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA).

Orr said in an interview after the bill passed that its in-
tent is to tackle obesity in children.

“It’s primarily about obesity, particularly in the Medicaid
program,” Orr said. “We’re one of the most obese states in
the country, particularly among children, and hopefully it
might have a small impact.”
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ECBOE -roma1 | Gadsden State establishes new endowment

Key aspects of the system’s mission and vision include = =
providing a safe, supportive and student-centered environ- S C h O I a rS h | p th a n kS tO ESta S peCtO r d 0 n atl 0 n
ment; developing graduates who are academically, tech-
nologically and socially prepared; embracing the county’s The Gadsden State Cardinal Foundation has announced
vision of “Building the Foundation Today for Tomorrow: | the establishment of a newly endowed scholarship for
Empowering, Challenging, Succeeding”; and fostering | students enrolled in the Radiography Program at Gadsden

strong partnerships among home, community and school. State Community College.

The board said it will seek a superintendent aligned with The Image Matters Endowed Scholarship was created
the system’s mission, who values strong leadership, priori- | through a donation from local resident, Esta Spector. The
tizes student success and safety and shares a clear vision | principal gift will remain invested, with annual earnings
for the future of education in Etowah County. awarded as scholarships to eligible students.

A copy of application instructions can be found at https:// “This scholarship represents more than financial as-
gadsdenmessenger.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/EC- | sistance — it represents opportunity,” said Hillary Fol-
BOE superintendent_application.pdf. som, director of advancement and alumni relations for

the Gadsden State Cardinal Foundation. “For many of our
students, especially first-generation college students and
S N A P - From A1 returning adult learners, a scholarship can be the deciding

factor between putting their education on hold and step-
ping confidently into their future.”

Radiography students at Gadsden State prepare for
careers in medical imaging serving hospitals, clinics
and health care facilities throughout the region. Many
students balance coursework and clinical requirements Courtesy of GSCC
while managing work and family responsibilities.

First-generation college students often navigate higher
education without the benefit of family experience or fi-
nancial safety nets. Scholarships help ease financial bur-
dens while providing encouragement and validation that  year after year. Unlike one-time gifts, an endowment cre-

The Senate adopted two committee amendments, both
on a 23-2 vote. The first narrows the definition of soda as
“Beverages that list, as the first two ingredients, any com-
bination of: (i) carbonated water; and (ii) sugar, cane sugar,
corn syrup, or high fructose corn syrup.”

The second amendment redefined candy to clarify that
items like baked goods, jams and some drink mixes do
not fall under the prohibited category. It also requires the
Alabama Department of Revenue to keep track of a list of
products that are not eligible for purchase.

Orr also proposed a floor amendment that he described

Pictured from left, Hillary Folsom, Director of Ad-
vancement and Alumni Relations at Gadsden State
Community College, and Ms. Esta Spector.

" N X . academic and career goals are achievable. ates a lasting legacy, ensuring future generations of stu-
asa three strikes amendment for. rgtallers, allowing thgm For returning adult learners — many of whom are dents benefit from donor generosity.
to accidentally p ermlt‘SNAP recipients to purchase high reskilling, changing careers or supporting families — The Gadsden State Cardinal Foundation advances the
sugar products three times within one fiscal year before scholarship support can help maintain momentum toward mission of the college by securing private support for
they are fined. The measure passed on a 23-2 vote. a new professional pathway. scholarships, academic programs and capital initiatives.

“If there are three strikes where you have a retailer vio-
lating it, selling using the SNAP card to sell regular soft
drinks with the sugar content. Then you get them a second
time and get them a third time. Then they can have some
fee or fine levied against them,” Orr said.

The bill passed 23-2 with little discussion. It moves to
the House.

“Investing in students is one of the most meaningful = Through the generosity of donors such as Spector, the
ways we can strengthen our community,” Spector said. foundation continues expanding access to education and
“I am honored to support radiography students who will ~workforce training opportunities throughout Gadsden
go on to serve others in health care settings. I hope this and across Alabama.
endowment helps remove barriers and open doors.” For more information about the Cardinal Foundation,

Endowed scholarships continue generating support visit cardinalfoundation.org.
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GADSDEN WATER s u I I

QUALITY - SERVICE - COMMUNITY

A BETTER DIRECTION
Wastewater Plant Operator

Gadsden Water Works is currently accepting applications for a Wastewater Treatment Plant
Operator. Must possess and maintain Grade III or IV Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator

Certiﬁcati.on from ADEM and a valid Alabama Driver’s License. This is a full- time position W E' R E H I R I N G

with excellent benefits, including Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance and State of Alabama

Retirement. N a. I B o B . .
Salary range is $563,Zooe- $72,900 per year. LOO"klng for experienced transportation
Apply at Gadsden Water Works, 515 Albert Rains Blvd., an d lOgi St. S} pI‘OfeSS 0 na IS. Cau tOd ay

between the hours of 8:00-4:30p.m. Monday through Friday, or by printing application at
http://www.gadsdenwater.org and mailing to:
Gadsden Water Works, Attn: Personnel Department, P.O. Box 800,
Gadsden, AL 35902. Applications may also be emailed to jobs@gadsdenwater.org.
Deadline for all applications will be Friday, March 13, 2026.

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT JOI N Us

Gadsden Water Works does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,

religion, ageand handicapped status in employment or the provision of service. 2 5 6 . 3 o 5 . 5 4 2 1
-
suittrans.com

if you are lookiing for a better direction.

GADSDEN WATER

GQUALITY - SERVICE - COMMUNITY

Maintenance Mechanic

Gadsden Water is currently accepting applications for a Maintenance Mechanic. Benefits
include Local Government Blue Cross/Blue Shield Insurance, State of Alabama (Tier I)
Retirement, paid time off and holidays. Salary will be based on applicable experience.
Must possess and maintain a valid Alabama Driver&#39;s License.

Performs various repair/maintenance work (e.g., dismantles, overhauls, repairs and
reassembles engines; troubleshoots electrical problems; replaces parts; repacks pumps;
re-wires electrical panels; etc.). Diagnoses, maintains, and performs mechanical and
electrical repair and maintenance on water treatment plant equipment, pumps, engines,
motors, generators, controls, and other machinery.

Apply at Gadsden Water, 515 Albert Rains Blvd., between the hours of 8:00-4:30 p.m.,

R en t to O wn. N (o) C re d i t C h ec k . Monday through Friday, or by printing application at http://www.gadsdenwater.org and

mailing to: Gadsden Water, Attn: Personnel Department, P.O. Box 800, Gadsden, AL
Call Byr on fo r d et ai l S 35902. Applications may also be emailed to jobs@gadsdenwater.org. Deadline to apply

256-442-1891 is March 13, 2026.

701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT
Gadsden Water Works does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
ageand handicapped status in employment or the provision of service.

Owner
Craig Ford

Owner/Publisher News Editor Legals Editor Features Editor
Craig Ford Kaitlin Hoskins ' Teri Chupp Lindsey Frazier
info@gadsdenmessenger.com khoskins@gadsdenmessenger.com L tchupp@gadsdenmessenger.com Ifrazier@gadsdenmessenger.com
P e e A N T T

The Messenger (USPS 011-757) is published weekly on Friday by The New Messenger, L.L.C., 1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden, AL, 35901. Periodicals Postage Paid at Gadsden, Alabama 35901. Single
copies 50 cents. Annual subscription rate $30. POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to Post Office Box 858, Gadsden, AL 35902. Phone (256) 547-1049, FAX (256) 547-1011. All stories are compiled
from press releases, submissions or assignments. COMMENTS AND OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSPAPER REPRESENT THE PERSONAL VIEWS OF THE INDIVIDUALS TO WHOM THEY
ARE ATTRIBUTED AND ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE MESSENGER OR THE PUBLISHER. NEITHER THE ADVERTISEMENT NOR THE PUBLISHER IS RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE
FOR MISINFORMATION, MISPRINTS, TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS, ETC., CONTAINED IN THE MESSENGER. THE PUBLISHER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ALL CONTENT. NO PART
OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE PUBLISHER.
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What your kidneys actually do and why you should care

]

I’m thrilled to get the opportunity to
write to my community about my favorite
organ, the kidney. I am a local nephrolo-
gist (that’s a kidney doctor!) who has been
practicing for over 10 years. The kidneys
are one of the most misunderstood organs,
because for the most part when they are
doing their jobs, you shouldn’t even really
notice that they are there!

What Do They Actually Do?

The kidneys are usually present as a pair
of bean shaped organs (think kidney beans)
that sit on either side of the body towards
your back . Your kidneys are responsible
for cleaning your blood, and produce urine
as a by-product to eliminate waste. They
make sure that toxins that could make you
sick are removed, medications are cleared
out, and electrolytes like potassium and
sodium are kept in ranges that keep you
feeling healthy. In addition to this func-
tion, kidneys produce the hormone that al-
lows your bones to make red blood cells.
They also process vitamin D, which helps
to keep bones healthy.

When Things Go Wrong

When kidneys get sick some of these
things (toxins, electrolytes) can develop
imbalances, even though they still pro-
duce normal looking urine. That means
that kidneys can develop significant dam-
age before people start to ‘feel bad.” Often
times that means patients don’t get referred
to our office until their kidney function is
quite poor. Most people are born with two
kidneys and can live with only one! Think
about those kind souls that donate a kidney
to another person — they still live normal
‘kidney’ lives!

How We Check Your Kidney Health

We stage kidney disease into 5 function-
ing stages, with 1 being the earliest and
‘best °, and 5 being the latest and ‘worst’.
Your doctor can check your kidney func-
tion with two simple tests

1. Blood test: This checks a test called
creatinine to determine your glomerular
filtration rate (GFR). This tells us how well
your kidneys are cleaning your blood.

2. Urine Test: This checks for a pro-
tein called albumin. This is also called a
UACR. Protein is needed in your body, so
you shouldn’t lose it in your urine. Its pres-
ence can tip off your doctor that you might
be experiencing kidney damage.

Prevention and Hope

Routine visits and checkups with your
doctor will ensure that you are screened
for kidney trouble and referred to a kidney
specialist if needed. We prefer to see pa-
tients early on, when we have the ability to

N P NEPHROLOGY
A ASSOCIATES, P.C.

KIDNEY & HYPERTENSION SPECIALISTS

Kidney Care.

Close to

alelanl=}

Nephrology Associates, P.C. is a group of
dedicated physicians specializing in the
comprehensive care of patients with kidney
disease and hypertension.

Office Locations

Alabaster « Anniston e
Birmingham « Clanton

Bessemer
« Gadsden

Gardendale « Greystone e« Jasper

Oneonta ¢ Pell City * Trussville

Tuscaloosa ¢ Vestavia Hills « Winfield

Seeing patients in

7

Timothy A. Williams
M.D.
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Theodore S. Feely

Harold E. Giles
M.D.

our Gadsden location

James C. Harms

M.D. M.D.
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make the biggest positive impact on pro-
tecting or saving your kidney function, but
we can often help treat patients with kidney
disease of all stages. The most common
causes of kidney disease are diabetes, heart
disease, and high blood pressure. As dia-
betes has become more prevalent, so has
kidney disease. The good news is that we
have many more tools available to us now
than we did, even since | began training.
For example, when I began training, we
primarily used one class of medication for

S
\

James L. Lewis

William D. Lyndon

Theodore S. Feely
M.D.

Agata M. Przekwas

M.D. M.D.

John R. Brouillette

Michael B. Hovater

Nicholas J. Izor

Zachary D. Stello

kidney disease in diabetic patients. Now
we have 4 different classes of medications
and combined they can be very effective at
protecting kidney function.

New discoveries and treatments are
available for many different types of kid-
ney problems now, and the future is bright.
I hope you have found this helpful. Make
sure you ask your doctor next time, “How
are my kidneys doing?” Let’s keep those
kidneys happy!

Submitted by Jim Harms, MD

Jeffrey H. Glaze

M.D. M.D.

! . ¥

Ben R. Broome

M.D. M.D.

iy

Katie V. Bean

M.D. M.D.
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Timothy A. Williams
M.D.

Phillip N. Madonia
M.D.

405 S. 2nd Street
Gadsden, AL 35903

205.226.5900 « hephrologypc.com
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Ban on foreign national contributions to
Alabama campaigns headed to lvey

By Anna Barrett
Alabama Reflector

The Alabama Senate on Thursday
passed a bill that would prohibit for-
eign nationals from donating to Ala-
bama candidates’ campaigns.

HB 214, sponsored by Rep. James
Lomax, R-Huntsville, mirrors a feder-
al law and intends to keep foreign in-
fluence from Alabama elections. Sen.
Dan Roberts, R-Mountain Brook, car-
ried the bill in the Senate.

“Under current federal law, foreign
nationals are banned from donating to
political candidates and committees.
Loopholes in the law have led to mil-

lions of foreign dollars being funneled
to influence ballot issue campaigns
like constitutional amendment ref-
erendums across the United States,”
Roberts said.

A 2021 analysis by OpenSecrets,
a nonprofit organization that gathers
data on money used in American poli-
tics, found that $33.5 million in in-
dividual political contributions came
from foreign agents and lobbyists dur-
ing the 2020 election despite a federal
law prohibiting foreign national in-
volvement. Foreign nationals can hire
U.S. citizens to lobby and donate on
their behalf, the analysis found.

Roberts did not say if money from
foreign nationals had been contrib-

uted to state campaigns.

The bill prohibits foreign nationals
from donating “directly or indirectly”
to state or local political parties, po-
litical action committees, election ad-
vertisements or promising to donate
to campaigns. Candidates and non-
candidate offices are also prohibited
from soliciting donations from for-
eign nationals. Violations of both are
Class C felonies, punishable by up to
10 years in prison.

“Currently, Alabama does not have
a matching state law. Therefore, state
and local prosecutors do not have the
ability to pursue instances of criminal
foreign influence on our elections,”
Roberts said.

Nearly identical school prayer bills pass
Alabama House committees

By Andrea Tinker
Alabama Reflector

Two Alabama House committees
Wednesday approved bills that could
require school boards to mandate the
recital of the Pledge of Allegiance and
allow public prayers and the reading of
religious texts in schools.

HB 43 and HB 511, both sponsored
by Rep. Reed Ingram, R-Pike Road,
would cause local school boards to lose
up to 25 percent of their state funding
for not complying with their provisions.

“A lot of these kids want to be ex-
posed to God or have that opportunity
to worship, and this gives them that,”
Ingram said after the meetings. “They
don’t have that opportunity at home
because their parents may work two or
three jobs and work on Sunday.”

Current law generally allows school
prayer and religious studies outside of
school buildings.

HB 43 appeared in the House Educa-
tion Policy Committee Wednesday; HB
511 was in the House State Government
Committee. Both bills were filed with
identical language. Ingram said he filed
HB 511 after HB 43 stalled in the House
Education Policy Committee last week.

“We didn’t know if the bill was gon-
na be dead or not, so leadership advised
that it may be safer to go ahead and
drop another bill in an abundance of
caution,” Ingram said during the House
State Government meeting.

Both committees amended the bills.

The House Education Policy Com-
mittee decreased the funding penalty
for boards that do not vote on prayer
from 25 percent to 12.5 percent. The
committee also removed a measure in
the bill stating that students would have
to sign permission slips to participate in
prayer.

A substitute adopted by the House
State Government Committee to HB
511 would require schools to recite the
Pledge of Allegiance and hold a daily
prayer at the start of the school day,
though it would not mandate that stu-
dents participate. The committee substi-
tute also allows prayer to be broadcast
throughout the school over the public
announcement system.

Rep. Chris Sells, R-Greenville, the
chair of the House State Government
Committee, said he believes HB 511 is
the stronger bill.

Anna Barrett/Alabama Reflector

Rep. Reed Ingram, R-Pike Road, standing in a committee room
in the Alabama Statehouse on Feb. 25, 2026, in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. Two bills sponsored by Ingram requiring the recitation of
the Pledge of Allegiance and prayers at the start of the school day
advanced out of House committees on Wednesday.

“Every school has to opt in and it’s
just straight forward. We have a prayer
and a pledge every morning and that’s
it,” he said.

Members of the public spoke against
the bill.

Stephanie Butler, a resident of
Vestavia Hills who is Jewish, said she
worried about peer pressure non-Chris-
tian students could face.

“Social pressure is real, students who
will walk out are singled out or labeled
as outsiders,” Butler said. “My own
two children have encountered this
pressure as early as elementary school
with weekly Bible study being held in
the cafeteria during breakfast and with
the Gideons’ visit to hand out Bibles in
fifth grade.”

Rep. Marilyn Lands, D-Huntsville,
also had concerns about children being
ostracized.

“I know we would all agree that pub-
lic schools function best when all stu-
dents feel equally welcome and accept-
ed and I’'m not sure this bill advances
that,” she said. “I know that’s the desire
of all of us. I do think this makes stu-
dents feel left out.”

Ingram said he doesn’t believe the
bill will cause harm to students who
aren’t Christian.

“It doesn’t say we’ve got to talk
about Jesus,” Ingram said. “It’s non-de-

nominational and if it’s a Jewish school
then that’s what they’re going to go by.”

Other Democrats on the committees
expressed concerns about the legisla-
tion.

Rep. Barbara Drummond, D-Mo-
bile, had concerns about funding be-
ing stripped from schools even after an
amendment was added to decrease the
funding loss to schools and only apply it
to administrative costs, “because that’s
a part of our kids that somebody’s got
to work with them,” she said during the
House Education Policy meeting.

House Minority Leader Anthony
Daniels, D-Huntsville, also had con-
cerns with the bill’s language for penal-
izing schools by taking away funding
because of the needs of different school
systems.

“Some of our systems are already
barely making it, and I know the needs-
based funding really helped, but you
still have systems out there that have
a good level of poverty as well as stu-
dents with special needs and others,” he
said.

Sells said it’s up in the air which ver-
sion of the bill will be put on the House
calendar.

“We might bring it up in (the Re-
publican) caucus and discuss it, who
knows? We have two routes going for-
ward,” he said.

Local free tax filing help available

Free tax preparation and electronic filing services are
available through a partnership between the IRS and the
Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), which serves
Etowah, Cherokee and DeKalb counties. The VITA and TCE
programs are designed to assist low- to moderate-income
taxpayers and senior citizens who may not be able to afford
professional tax preparation. Trained and IRS-certified vol-
unteers prepare straightforward federal and state returns at
no cost.

RSVP and the IRS have partnered to offer these programs
since 1990 in Etowah and Cherokee County. All volunteers
are trained and certified before beginning tax preparation.

Free tax preparation services are offered at multiple loca-
tions across the three counties. In Etowah County, assistance
is available at the Etowah County Courthouse, Room 221,
located at 800 Forrest Ave. in Gadsden, Monday through Fri-
day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; the Hokes Bluff Library at 3310
Alford Bend Road on Mondays from noon to 4 p.m.; the
Jane Phillips Community Center at 115 Case Ave. in Attalla
on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; the Rainbow City Com-
munity Center at 3702 Rainbow Drive on Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; the George Wallace
Senior Center in Glencoe on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m.; and the East Gadsden Community Center at 921 Wil-

‘S TREE SERVICE, w.c.

son St. on select Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Additional services are available at the Centre Administra-
tion Building, located at 260 Cedar Bluff Road in Centre, on
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; the Sardis City Library on
select Wednesdays from noon to 4 p.m.; the Walnut Grove
Senior Center at 5151 Walnut Grove Road on select Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; the Ft. Payne Council on Aging
at 600 Tyler Ave. SE in Ft. Payne on Thursdays from 8 a.m.
to noon by appointment; and the Moon Lake Library at 4607
Alabama Highway 117 in Mentone on Saturdays from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. by appointment.

Taxpayers using the free service should bring a photo ID,
Social Security cards for everyone listed on the return, birth
dates, a copy of last year’s tax return, income documents
such as W-2s and 1099s, information on any cash income
received, daycare payment details if applicable, and bank
routing and account numbers for direct deposit.

RSVP is a federally sponsored program through Ameri-
Corps and is supported locally by the Etowah County Com-
mission. Its mission is to improve lives, strengthen com-
munities and promote civic engagement through volunteer
service.

For more information, residents may contact RSVP at
256-549-8147.

Nana’s Attic
Consignment Shop

256-546-9281 ~ 429 Ewing Avenue North Gadsden, AL. 35901

Women'’s and Children’s shoes,
jewelry and clothing,
Including name brands.
Also, a variety of
household items and
collectibles. For all your spring

and summer needs!
Tuesday - Friday

Nana’s Attic
s N lA (l\\\
b i,

i
i
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HOPPERS
BRIDE
SCREAM 7

JESSIE BUCKLEY CHRISTIAN BALE

ONLY IN THEATERS MARCH 6

Give the gift of
entertainment
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‘Because every woman’s soul is unique’

- Tabitha Bozeman

It is March, and Women’s History Month
— one of my favorites. I love to review
some of my favorite quotes by women I
have obsessively read, and revisit their
work. Along the way, I remember words
that have inspired me and why they did,
sharing them as I raise my girls, and a son
who is going to be a “girl dad.” Three of
the earliest literary quotes that grabbed my
imagination and ignited a sense of determi-
nation and wonder about being a woman
in this world are from Louisa May Alcott,
Charlotte Bronte, and Virginia Woolf.

My mother read Little Women to us
when [ was probably about 10 years old,
and I read it so many times on my own that
I knew if she tried to skip any pages. I had
entire passages memorized, and the March
sisters captured my imagination as they

dealt with bullies at school, mean adults,
difficult family members, and all the pain-
ful parts of growing up. Alcott gave me
this quote: “Women, they have minds, and
they have souls, as well as just hearts. And
they’ve got ambition, and they’ve got tal-
ent, as well as just beauty. I'm so sick of
people saying that love is all a woman is
fit for.” This quote gave me permission to
grow into a full person, not bound by gen-
der expectations, but free to fulfill those
expectations while also challenging them
if I chose to do so.

The first time I read Jane Eyre by Char-
lotte Bronte, I was in high school. 1 (of
course) fell in love with the setting, the
suspense, and the tragic love story. Howev-
er, it was the sheer will and determination
of the main character to unapologetically
craft a life and world of her own that really
burrowed into my soul. She wanted to love
and be loved for who she was, including
her mind. Bronte gave me this quote: “I am
no bird; and no net ensnares me: I am a free
human being with an independent will.”
Birds are one of my favorite creatures, and
I love to watch them flying outside, listen
to them singing and calling to one another.
I think of this quote often when I am out-
side.

In college, I read the essay “A Room of

One’s Own” by Virginia Woolf, as well as
several of her novels. Virginia Woolf ar-
gued for equal access for women to edu-
cation, libraries, time, space of their own,
and opportunity to create. She gave me this
quote: “Lock up your libraries if you like;
but there is no gate, no lock, no bolt that
you can set upon the freedom of my mind.”
The freedom of my mind has been one of
my most prized possessions.

I have read the writing of many, many
women. I have discovered quotes and pas-
sages, stories and poems that have broken
my heart, as well as healed it. | have been
reminded of the strength of the women
around me and of my own power by these
writers. They have shared their lives, their
loves, their disappointments and their
hopes for the future. In doing so, they have
encouraged, warned, educated, uplifted,
and supported my own journey. In return,
I have been able to support and encourage
other women in my life.

In a powerful poem, Nikita Gill reminds
us to teach our daughters, the younger
women coming up behind us, to love them-
selves, to champion themselves, and not to
give up their power — and to teach them
by showing them that we love, champion,
and challenge ourselves. To remember that
we are crafting our own lives, each day, ex-

perience by experience:

“Tell your daughters how you love your
body. Tell them how they must love theirs.
Tell them to be proud of every bit of them-
selves—from their tiger stripes to the soft
flesh of their thighs, whether there is a lit-
tle of them or a lot, whether freckles cover
their face or not, whether their curves are
plentiful or slim, whether their hair is thick,
curly, straight, long or short.

Tell them how they inherited their ances-
tors, souls in their smiles, that their eyes
carry countries that breathed life into his-
tory, that the swing of their hips does not
determine their destiny.

Tell them never to listen when bodies are
critiqued. Tell them every woman’s body
is beautiful because every woman’s soul is
unique.”

This March, may we all remember the
women who have impacted our lives, en-
couraged us, and shown us how to craft
lives of meaning, growing into complete
and full individuals, our minds free, our
ambition and talent part of our beauty, and
passing on these lessons and reminders to
the women around us.

Tabitha Bozeman is an instructor at
GSCC. Email at tabithabozeman@gmail.
com.

When a tornado watch is issued, your library is ready

As we move into the heart of severe
weather season in Gadsden and across Ala-
bama, I want to make sure our community
knows something important: the Gadsden
Public Library serves as the designated
downtown public shelter when inclement
weather approaches.

In partnership with the Etowah County
Emergency Management Agency and fol-
lowing alerts from the National Weather
Service, the library opens its basement
shelter whenever a tornado watch is issued
for Gadsden and Etowah County.

Let me be clear about what that means.

When the National Weather Service is-
sues a tornado watch — whether at 2:00 in
the afternoon during our regular business
hours or at 2:00 in the morning when the
library is normally closed — the library
shelter will open and remain open until the
“all clear” has been given.

Our priority is simple: providing a safe
place for anyone who needs one.

The library building was constructed in
1964 and was designed with reinforced
concrete and structural steel. Our basement
level provides substantial protection from
severe weather events. The shelter area has
been reviewed and approved by both the
Etowah County EMA and the American
Red Cross. While no structure can promise

Jeff Bynum

N

"4

Automobile - Livestock - Real Estate

Professional Auctioneer

Specializing in

256-24241-9917

jeffbynum333@gmail.com

P.O. Box 1
Attalla, AL 35954

absolute immunity from extreme weather,
our basement shelter offers one of the most
secure public locations in downtown Gads-
den.

If you live in an older home without a
basement, in a mobile home, in an upstairs
apartment, or if you simply feel safer in
a reinforced public facility during severe
weather, please know that you are wel-
come.

The trigger for opening is a tornado
watch for Gadsden and Etowah County.

Many people are familiar with the differ-
ence between a watch and a warning, but it
is worth reviewing:

* Tornado Watch — Conditions are favor-
able for tornadoes to develop.

» Tornado Warning — A tornado has been
sighted or indicated by radar.

Because watches often precede warn-
ings — and because severe weather in Ala-
bama can develop rapidly — our policy
is to open at the watch stage so residents
are not scrambling at the last minute. The
shelter will remain open until the National
Weather Service cancels the watch and the
EMA gives the all clear.

If severe weather is expected to last
several hours, please bring: water, snacks,
necessary medications, phone charger, es-
sential personal items. If the weather event

is projected to be brief, a short stay may
be all that is needed. But Alabama weather
has taught us that preparation is always
wise.

We understand that pets are family mem-
bers, and we will not ask you to leave them
behind. However, for everyone’s safety:

* Dogs must be on a leash or crated.

* Cats must be crated.

These requirements are for the protec-
tion of the animals and for the comfort and
safety of all shelter occupants. Please also
bring any food or supplies your pet may
need.

Libraries are more than buildings filled
with books. They are community anchors.
In good weather, we provide education,
internet access, meeting space, children’s
programming, and lifelong learning oppor-
tunities. In bad weather, we provide shelter.

As Library Director, I consider it a sol-
emn responsibility that when the sirens
sound and skies darken, our doors will
open. I encourage every downtown resi-
dent to remember this location. Share the
information with neighbors, especially
those who may live alone or lack reliable
transportation. Preparation and communi-
cation save lives.

The next time severe weather appears
in the forecast and a tornado watch is is-
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sued, you won’t have to wonder where to
g0. Your library will be open. And we will
be ready.

Craig Scott is the library director of the
Gadsden Public Library and a past presi-
dent of the Alabama Library Association
(ALLA). Visit Gadsden Public Library
at 254 South College Street in downtown
Gadsden next to the U.S. Post Office
or Gadsden Public Library Genealogy
Branch at 2700 West Meighan Boulevard
in Alabama City on the corner of Meighan
and Wall Street. Call the College Street
branch at 256-549-4699 or call the Ge-
nealogy branch 256-549-4688. For more
information visit www.gadsdenlibrary.org.

FOSTER
CARE

STH ANNUAL AUTISM SPECTRUM CONFERENCE
"TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE"

'SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2026
THE VENUE AT COOSA LANDING
201 GEORGE WALLACE DRIVE

GADSDEN, AL 35903

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPLEN!

THIS IS A PUBLIC EVENT
EVERYONE IS INVITED TO SUPPORT AUTISM AWARENESS.
CME & CEU’S ARE ALSO GRANTED TO VARIOUS

PROFESSIONAL FOR ATTENDING. CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR
MORE INFORMATION.
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ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214

(P radius recycling

Strength. Sustainability. Success.

CASH PAID

FOR SCRAP METAL

SCRAP IRON | COPPER | BRASS | ALUMINUM |
STAINLESS STEEL | ALUMINUM CANS

CONTAINER SERVICE AVAILABLE
AN FULL SERVICE SCRAP METAL YARD

HIGHEST PRICES PAID

www.radiusrecycling.com

256-538-7891

1007 9th Street SW | Attalla, Alabama

1-800-289-2857

—— ELECT ———

JEFF

YNUM

ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 0

A CHANGE for the
v NEXT GENERATION!

*

*
* % K

For questions about my campaign, or my ideas for
the future of DISTRICT 4, please call me: 256-441-9917.

PAID FOR BY JEFF BYNUM, ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICT 4
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Sandra Bost

I said something terrible to my deaf
dog the other day.

Kar, as he was called when we adopt-
ed him almost a decade ago, can’t hear
the world around him—no warnings, no
praise, no “I love you” drifting into his
ears. And yet, he moves through life with
a steady sweetness—sometimes annoy-
ance—that softens everyone who encoun-
ters him. Literally. Every. One.

He is loyal, (mostly) gentle, and so per-
sistently devoted that sometimes it bor-
ders on ridiculous.

And still...on that day, frustration got
the best of me. He was underfoot. I was
in a hurry, and headed to grab the dustpan
for the tidy pile I had just swept, when
he panicked. He caught a glimpse of that
tall, stiff-spined, bristly monster he’s con-
vinced is plotting his demise and darted
past me-right through my pile, scattering
little white hairs and grass everywhere.
I’ll give you three guesses as to the origin
of the fur and grass.

The deaf dog discipleship

Without thought, the words just flew
out of my mouth like I say them every-
day—which I don’t, since I was raised to
reserve this particular word for the devil.

“I hate you.” Not just once, but three
times. He didn’t hear it. But I heard it.
And Holy Spirit heard it, too.

Immediately, the weight of those
words settled on me. Because, while Kar
couldn’t hear my voice—he saw my pos-
ture—he felt my frustration.

The thought occurred to me: How many
times has God watched me behave as ri-
diculous as Kar? How many times have |
misunderstood, wandered aimlessly, bolt-
ed in the wrong direction out of fear? And
yet, in my ridiculousness, I have been met
with grace, patience, gentleness, and un-
shakable devotion.

After the broom-incident chaos settled,
Kar did what Kar always does: he wan-
dered back to me. Nudging my heart with
his big, brown eyes—while whacking my
leg with his long white tail. He forgave
me in his little dog-way. And I couldn’t
help but feel the gentle conviction of it
all.

If Kar, who hears none of my apolo-
gies, can still see me as a safe, good per-
son—how much more should I trust Jesus,
who has never been impatient with me.
He has never looked at me with animos-
ity, or spoken a harsh word to me. How
much more should I lean into the One
who meets all my wanderings, panics,

and wrong turns with unchanging pa-
tience and love?

Kar’s sweetness—his loyalty, his eager-
ness, his ridiculous devotion—-became a
mirror. A quiet reminder that [ am the one
who panics at imagined foes. I am the one
who tramples the tidy things. [ am the one
who gets life wrong in a hurry. And yet,
Psalm 103:8-14 reminds me that Jesus
continues to respond with generous, re-
lentless, undeserved Love.

“The Lord is compassionate and gra-
cious, slow to anger, abounding in love...
He does not treat us as our sins deserve...
He knows how we are formed, He re-
members that we are dust” (NIV).

The more I pondered it all, the more I
realized that Kar wasn’t just a dog at that
moment. He was a teacher—a furry, bull-
dog shaped, professor—wagging his tail
at me. And just like that-in spite of my
frustration, Kar’s forgiveness and God’s
whisper of grace—this Psalm of Sandra I
wrote years ago, came back to mind.

A Psalm of Sandra when she ponders
the ways of the deaf dog, Kar.

All day, he keeps watch through the
window and longs for our return; I want
to long for Your return as resolutely. You
are Faithful. (Jehovah)

When we return, he notices, and greets
us with ridiculous excitement; I want to
lavish You with ridiculous praise and af-
fection. You are worthy. (El Shaddai, Je-
hovah Nissi)

When we give him direction, his eyes
are fixed on us and he obeys; I want to
fix my eyes on You and obey Your com-
mands. You are Sovereign. (Elohim, Ado-
nai)

When he is hungry, or has a need, he
trusts us to care for him; I want to trust
You with every care and every need. You
are a Good Father. (Jehovah Jireh)

When we are home, he stays by our
sides and comes to us for friendship and
comfort; I want to be as devoted to You.
You are my Friend and my Peace. (Jeho-
vah Shalom)

Oh! Great God! When I ponder the
ways of this beautifully ridiculous deaf
dog, my heart longs to love you with such
enthusiasm and faithfulness. Help me,
Abba, to have the nature of Kar in all of
my ways.

Selah!

Let every small, ordinary moment—
even the ones full of dust piles and tan-
gled emotions—become a reminder of the
extraordinary goodness of God. He is
faithful in our failures, gentle in our fears,
and steady in His love.

Let’s be like Kar today-ridiculous in
the best way—trusting fully, loving freely,
and curling up close to the Father who is
endlessly faithful.

Connect with Bost on social media
platforms by searching for “Sandra Mul-
lins Bost.”

‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men’

Imagine if your entire life could be
changed by just two words.

When Jesus walked along the shore
of the Sea of Galilee, He saw fishermen
going about their normal routines. They
were working, casting nets, focused on
the responsibilities of the day. Jesus did
not give them a long speech or a detailed
explanation of what the future would
look like. He simply spoke two words
that would change everything.

“Follow me.”

Those words carried the power to re-
direct their careers, reshape their priori-
ties, and transform their futures. At that
moment, ordinary fishermen were invit-
ed into an extraordinary purpose.

Many of us make our relationship with
Jesus more complicated than it needs to
be. We think we have to understand ev-

erything first. We want answers to ev-
ery question. We want a clear plan and
a guarantee of how things will turn out.
So we analyze, evaluate, and sometimes
hesitate.

But discipleship does not begin when
we have everything figured out. Disci-
pleship begins when we stop evaluating
Jesus and simply start following Him.

The fishermen did not ask for a busi-
ness plan. They did not ask how it would
all work or what challenges might come.
They heard the call and responded.

Jesus is still speaking those same
words today. He is calling ordinary peo-
ple-people with jobs, responsibilities,
questions, and imperfections. He is not
asking you to be perfect or to have every
detail of your life in order. He is simply
inviting you to follow Him.

And that invitation meets you exactly
where you are. In your workplace. In
your family. In your everyday life. When
you respond, Jesus begins to shape your
purpose and use your life in ways you
never imagined.

Matthew 4:19 And he said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers
of men.”

Two simple words.

A life changing call.

The question is whether we are willing
to respond.

Walk in grace. Stand in truth. Live
blessed.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as
the Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in
Attalla, Alabama, where his preaching
is real, relevant and rooted in the un-
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Shawn Blackmon

changing Word of God. Beyond the pul-
pit, he serves as CEO of Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Northeast Alabama, lead-
ing life-changing mentoring initiatives
that empower young people across five
counties. His leadership bridges the gap
between the Church and the community,
inspiring collaboration, compassion and
lasting transformation.

Your Weekly Devotionals
YMessenger

This page is made possible
by the sponsors listed below.

10:30 AM - 8 PM
Open Sunday
10:30 AM - 3 PM

BEANS & GREENS

Southern Buffet Cooking

Open Wednesday - Saturday

Closed Monday and Tuesday

256-492-3267

10294 Centre Rd. Gadsden, AL. 35903

BLAGKSTONE

CEATERI

Open at 11 a.m.
7 days a week!

Located at
525 Broad Street

Downtown Gadsden

HOME OWNED & OPERATED

THREE ETOWAH COUNTY LOCATIONS

East Gadsden
Meighan Blvd. &

Piedmont Cut-Off
256-492-2244

OHNSON’S

Attalla Gadsden
Corner of Hwy Corner of 6th
77 & Hwy 11 & Walnut St.

256-538-7412 256-547-2528

NEW LOCATION
IN SOUTHSIDE
COMING SOON!

RICK’S

Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW

Open:

Sat. 8 am. -2 p.m.
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Mon. - Fri: 8 am. - 6 p.m.

256-538-5850

Atthe Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11
in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

116 Industrial Drive, Steele, AL 35987

256-458-8070

“The Lord is my Light and my Salvation;
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

- Psalm 27:1

FAMILY SAVINGS

I credit union

WHERE YOUR MONEY GROWS WITH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

2 Locations to Serve You!

711 E. Meighan Blvd., Gadsden, AL 35903

3003 2nd Street, Rainbow City, 35901

www.familysavingscu.com

MAIN OFFICE

256-543-9530
RAINBOW CITY

256-413-0900
888-311-3728

Federally Insured by NCUA
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OBITUARIES

William (Bill) Haynes III

RAINSVILLE - Mr. Wil-
liam (Bill) Haynes Il age 82
of Rainsville, AL formerly
of Gadsden passed away
on Thursday, February 26,
2026. A memorial service
will be held on Saturday,
March 14, 2026 at 3:00PM
in Rainsville Funeral Home
Chapel. Rainsville Funeral
Home, Inc. directing,www.
rainsvillefuneralhome.com.

Visitation will be held on
Saturday, March 14 from
2pm-3pm.

Survivors, Wife:  Gail
Haynes, Sons: Will Haynes,
Clint Haynes, Stepson: Josh-
ua (Kristen) Gaskin, Sisters:
Pat (Bill) Murton, Helen
(Vance) Moore, Mother-in-
law: Mary Baugh, Sisters-
in-law: Jackie Baugh, Mar-
tha Crosby, Beckie (Freddy)
Johnson, Teresa (Michael)
Dukes, & Annette Combs,
Grandchildren: Karlie
Haynes, Jordan (Maija) Fil-
er, Jacob & Jocelyn Gaskin,
Tyler, Ellie & Luke Haynes

Preceded in Death, Par-
ents: Bill & Ruth Haynes,
Father-in-law: Ben Baugh.

A very special thank you
to Carolyn Day for all her
help.

The family request no
flowers.

Karen Morrison Jones

Karen Morrison Jones
passed away peacefully and
danced her way to heaven
on March 2, 2026, with her
husband, daughters and
dearest loved ones at her
bedside. Her final days were
filled with the purest love
from her family and friends.
She was 70 years young, but
lived a full and vibrant life.
She was born on January 17,
1956 in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, where her father was
stationed in the Air Force.
They lived in the sunny city
of Sacramento for a brief pe-
riod before moving back to
Alabama - just long enough
to instill in her a love of
sunshine that she carried
throughout the rest of her
life. She grew up in Gads-
den, AL with her parents
and her younger brother,
Tommy. She was fortunate
to meet the love of her life
at the young age of 14 and
married her husband, Mark
at 18 years old, just after
she graduated from Gads-
den High School with the
class of 1974. They began
their life together while both
attending Auburn Univer-
sity. She cherished the two
years she spent studying at
Auburn, and even more so,
living there. She and Mark
raised their daughters tail-
gating and attending Auburn
games each year and both
daughters went on to at-
tend college at Auburn - it
will always be considered
a second home. After Mark
graduated they both moved
back to Gadsden to work for
the family business, G.W.
Jones Enterprises, along-
side Mark’s brother Brent
and his wife JoAnn, where
Karen quickly became an
integral part of the business
operations.

While running the fam-
ily business, Karen and
Mark built their first home
in Rainbow City, AL where
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they raised their two daugh-
ters, along with goats, hors-
es and many other beloved
family pets. Her daughters
were raised learning how
feed baby goats by the bot-
tle, her oldest daughter, Jes-
sica, helped raise and show
horses, and they were even
able to witness the birth of
many foals. Karen was a
natural in the garden as well
as in the kitchen and was
cooking farm to table meals
long before that became a
trend. Most would say you
haven’t lived until you’ve
had one of her salads or her
famous guacamole. Her se-
cret ingredient was love and
she put it into every meal
she made. She inspired that
same love for cooking in her
youngest daughter, Kathryn
and also her granddaughter,
Raegan, so that legacy will
indeed live on.

In 2010 Mark and Karen
started building their dream
home on the bay in Santa
Rosa Beach, Florida, even-
tually moving there full
time to enjoy life with their
daughters and grandchil-
dren. In every chapter of life
they have been blessed with
the most genuine of friend-
ships - childhood turned
lifetime friends, as well as
friendships built in Florida
- all of which will live on
through Mark and the fam-
ily.

Karen wore many hats and
was full of talents - some
that she rarely ever spoke of.
Artist, personal trainer, yoga
and spin instructor at Fitness
Plus, cajon player, gardener,
gourmet cook - just to name
a few. She loved the sun-
shine and being outdoors
and wanted nothing to do
with cold weather, unless
of course she was out west
surrounded by the moun-
tains and ski slopes - in
her element. Wife, mother,
sister, aunt, grandmother,
friend - she took pride in all
of these roles. Her love was
unmatched and if you were
lucky enough to have it, then
you were lucky enough. Her
love of music was a big
part of her life and she will
be remembered for always
having the best moves on
the dance floor. Perhaps,
though, the most extraordi-
nary love in her life was the
love she and Mark shared.
Married for 51 years, the
love story that they shared is
one you don’t come across
often and is a big part of the
legacy she leaves behind
to all those who have been
fortunate enough to witness
it. The love, devotion and
care extended by Mark dur-
ing her hard fought battle
with dementia was truly one
of the greatest examples of
love to ever witness - a sliv-
er of a silver lining through
such a difficult time.

She is survived by her
husband of 51 years, Mark
Jones; her daughters, Jes-
sica (Randy) Rintala and
Kathryn (Michael) Lyons;
mother, Beverly Morri-
son; brother, Tommy (Jen-
nifer) Morrison, nephew,
Quinn Morrison and her five
grandchildren; Ava, Raegan,
Rachel, Rhett and Julia.

Karen is also survived
by many extended family
members including brother
and sister-in-law, Brent and
JoAnn Jones, cousins, niec-
es and nephews, as well as
step-grandson, Hunter (Ka-
tie) Lyons and great grand-
daughter, Lillian.

She is preceded in death
by her father, Quentis (Son-
ny) Morrison, as well as
many other beloved family
members and dear friends.
May they all rejoice togeth-
er in Heaven.

The family would like to
extend their deepest grati-
tude to Karen’s caregivers,
Michelle Barrow and Marla
Meure. The care and com-
fort that they have provided
in the last year to both Kar-
en and Mark and the entire
family will never be forgot-
ten. They will always be
considered family. A special
thanks also goes to the team
with Emerald Coast Hos-
pice, who will always come
highly recommended by our
family.

The family will be plan-
ning a celebration of life
in the coming weeks and

details will be shared at a
later date. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to
Dwightfest, LLC - a Santa
Rosa Beach non-profit or-
ganization created to give
back to the local artists, mu-
sicians, and service workers
that provide the music, art
and community that Karen
so dearly loved.

Betty Johnston

ATTALLA - Betty Amos
Johnston, a beloved resident
of Attalla, Alabama, passed
away peacefully on Febru-
ary 13, 2026. She was a de-
voted wife, loving mother,
and faithful member of her
community, known for her
warm spirit, strong work
ethic and deep faith.

She is survived by her
loving son, Bentley H. John-
ston, and daughter in law,
Martha P. Johnston.

Betty dedicated much of
her professional life to serv-
ing others through her work.
She was employed at Stew-
art Drugs in Attalla, Ala-
bama, for well over 20 years,
where she formed lasting
connections with customers
and colleagues. Later, she
worked at Brown’s Shoe
Store in Gadsden, Alabama,
continuing her commitment
to helpful, friendly service.

A lifelong person of faith,
Betty was a cherished mem-
ber of First Baptist Church
of Attalla, Alabama, where
her presence and kindness
touched many lives.

While her loss deeply
saddens those who knew
and loved her, we find com-
fort in knowing she is now
in a better place, free from
pain and reunited with loved
ones, watching over us all.
The family extends special
thanks to Southern Care
New Beacon Hospice for
their compassionate care,
with particular gratitude to
Savannah.

Betty will be remembered
for her vibrant, outgoing
personality, her genuine de-
light in meeting new people,
and her remarkable ability
to make everyone she en-
countered feel like an old
friend, she truly never met
a stranger. May her memory
be a blessing and a source of
peace.

In lieu of flowers, the
family kindly requests dona-
tions to your favorite charity
in Betty’s name or to her
cherished church, First Bap-
tist Church of Attalla.

A visitation for Betty
Amos Johnston, 87, of At-
talla was held Tuesday,

March 3, 2026 at Glencoe
Hokes Bluff Funeral Home.
A private graveside service
followed the visitation.

Garyon “Gary” Harp

Garyon “Gary” Harp de-
parted this life on February
17,2026 at the age of 75.

It is with deep love and
solemn hearts that we an-
nounce the passing of Gary-
on “Gary” Harp, who de-
parted this life on February
17,2026, at the age of 75.

Born on June 19, 1950
in Gadsden, AL to the late
Carlton Harp, Jr. And Lula
Mae Gary, Garyon Harp,
lived a life marked by resil-
ience, complexity, strength,

and growth. He was a man
who carried both burdens
and wisdom, and whose
journey reflected persever-

ance through life’s many
challenges.
Garyon Harp proudly

served his country in the
United States Army, during
the Vietnam era, stationed
in Berlin, Germany. His ser-
vice was a reflection o his
courage and commitment,
and it remained an impor-
tant part of his life story.
Soon after, he attended col-
lege where he received an
Associate’s Degree in Math-
ematics.

He was also a gifted car-
penter, able to build and
create with his hands in
ways that spoke louder
than words. Without formal
training, he crafted furniture
and projects that stand today
as lasting reminders of his
talent, patience, and quiet
brilliance,

He was a devoted Dea-
con of the Galilee Baptist
Church in Gadsden, Ala-
bama, where he was also
a member, who enjoyed
spending Sunday mornings
with his late mother He at-
tended his home church as a
child where his great uncle,
Rev. E.L. Gary was the pas-
tor.

Beyond his skills and ser-
vice, Garyon, was a man of
soul. He found joy in mu-
sic, especially the sounds of
funk and elastic R&B, along
with playing the piano at a
young age. He loved good
home cooked sou food, fam-
ily moments, playing chess,
watching westerns, action
movies and Marvel. He also
enjoyed the simple com-
forts of home and nature. He
spent many days enjoying
the beautiful sun and watch-
ing nature, as he sat outside.

Those who knew him un-
derstood that his life was
not without hardship. Yet
even through struggle, he
remained present in his own
way, and his life leaves be-
hind lessons of endurance,
humanity, and reflection.

He is preceded in death
by his parents Lula Mae
‘Gary’ Watters (Ed Watters)
and Carlton L. Harp , Jr., his
dad; his grandparents: Jes-
sie B. Gary and Tom Gary,
along with Fannie Johnson
and Carlton L. Harp, Sr;
his many aunts and uncles,
including Magdalene and
Deacon Wiley Turner, Eliza-
beth Sutton and Rev. Jimmy
Horton, along with many
cherished family members
and cousins,

He is survived by his aunt,
Betty Horton; his brother,
Carlton Harp II (Wanda
Harp); children, Council-
woman Angela Renee Prattis
(Derrick S. Prattis, Sr.); Gar-
ron D. Johnson (Antwanette
Hill); grandchildren, Tyré
Macon Julie McDonald.),
DeChé Prattis, and Derrick
Prattis Jr.; great-grandchil-
dren, Jeremiah McDonald,
Jace Macon Journie Ma-
con, and J’anna Macon;
nephews and neice, Carlton
Harp 1V, Catrice Harp, and
Carlton Harp V. Along with
many cousins and friends,
including significant other,
Lucy Johnson; lifelong best
friend, James Macon; life-
long friend, Paulette Macon;
and helpful family friend,
Endell Wood

They will carry forward
his memory, his stories, and
the impact he made on their
lives. Though he is no lon-
ger with us physically, his
spirit lives on in the lives he
touched, the things he built,
and the love that remains
The family asks that he be
remembered not only for the
struggles he faced, but for
the strength he showed, the
service he gave, and the life
he lived.
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Charles Abney

Charles Abney passed
away on February 27, 2026,
at the age of 84.
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Clark Hudson Wilson

SARDIS - Clark Hudson
Wilson, age 83, of Sardis,
passed away on February
26, 2026 at Marshall Medi-
cal Center South.

He was survived by his

wife;  Charlotte  Wilson,
sons;  Michael (Leann)
Wilson, Macon (Amanda)
Wilson and chosen son;
Tracey “Tadpole” (Amy)
Wilder, grandchildren;
Ivy (Jon) Holland, Aiden
& Bristol Wilson, Jaylea
(Koby) Addison, Juliana
Allen, and ViviAnne Allen,
great-grandchildren; Kagan,
Ryland & Adaleigh Holland.

He is preceded in death by
his parents, Woodie & Jes-
sie Wilson, sisters; Glenda
Wood and Ruth Story.

His Funeral Service will
be at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday,
March 01, 2026 at Sardis
Baptist Church. The fam-
ily will receive friends from
12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. be-
fore the service. He will be
laid to rest at Sardis Baptist
Cemetery following the ser-
vice. Bro. Mike Goforth and
Bro. Welton Brooks will be
officiating. The Pallbear-
ers will be Joey Patterson,
Axton Whitten, Darrick
Baugh, Shane Haygood,

Tim Stonicher and Jason
Holland, Jeremy Stonicher.
Honorary Pallbearers will
be Roger Stonicher, Arthur
Aldridge, Tommy Baugh,
Gerald Smith, Fred Steward
and Dale Johnson.

Floyd West Sr.

Floyd Christopher West
Sr. passed away on Febru-
ary 24, 2026, at the age of
74. Born on March 1, 1951,
Floyd was a resident of Ox-
ford, Mississippi.

Floyd attended Norris
High School and graduated
from Etowah High School in
1969. He attended Antioch
United Methodist Church in
Attalla, AL.

Floyd was preceded in
death by his parents, Nellie
G. Johnson-West and Jes-
sie James West Jr.; Siblings,
Alford D. West and Thelma
West-Nelson.

Floyd is survived by his
children, daughter, Trevia
West; sons, Floyd C. “Chris”
(Aundrea) West Jr., Fredrick
“Fred” (Jennifer) West, Wil-
liam “Grass” (Christina)
Caldwell; siblings, Alice
West, Jessie J. West Jr., Hal-
ton D. West, Barbara West-
Chatman, Carrie  West-
Cataldo, Eric E. West Sr,
Arlene West; 12 grandchil-
dren; 4 great-grandchildren;
special friends, William
“Bo” Graves, Briton Childs,
and Herbert Graves Sr.

A Memorial Service will
be on Saturday, March 7,
2026 at 3:30 pm at Morgan
Funeral Chapel with Pastor
Joey Gregory officiating.
Visitation will be prior to the
service from 2 until 3:30pm.
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Kevin Charles Brown

REECE CITY - Kevin
Charles Brown, 74, of Re-
ece City passed away in his
home surrounded by his lov-
ing family on February 24,
2026. He was born on Sep-
tember 16, 1951, to Ernest
(Jack) and Elizabeth (Betty)
Brown. He attended St.
James Catholic School and
graduated from Emma San-
som High School in 1969.
He went on to earn degrees
from Jacksonville State Uni-
versity, the University of Al-
abama at Birmingham, and
the University of Alabama.

Kevin began his teaching
career at Hokes Bluff El-
ementary School, where he
taught P.E., then transferred
to Hokes Bluff Middle
School as a PE teacher and
assistant principal. Finally,
he retired as the principal
at Whitesboro Elementary
School.

Left to remember his love
and kindness are his wife of
52 years, Cathy Country-
man Brown; his daughters,
Kasey (Bubba) Roberts
and Emily (Kyle) Battles;
his grandchildren, Reese
Battles, Madelyn Roberts,
Reed Battles, Baylee Rob-
erts, and Jack Roberts; his
sister Patricia (David) Her-
rod, and brother Terry (Dol-
lie) Brown. He is preceded
in death by his parents and
brother, Jeff Brown.

Known as Paw Paw by so
many, he was a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather,
friend, and teacher. His love
for the Lord was evident
in his actions and words.
Kevin touched the lives of
so many people through his
giving heart and kind soul.
We were all blessed to have
known him.

Visitation will be held at
St. James Catholic Church
on Friday, March 6, from
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Fol-
lowing that will be a me-
morial mass at 2:00 p.m.
A graveside service will be
held at Crestwood Cem-
etery.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to St.
Vincent de Paul Society and
Catholic Center of Concern.

Special thanks to Father
Jose Chacko and our St.
James Catholic Church fam-
ily, Dr. Maury Minton, Dr.
James Markert and team,
Dr. Lewis Nabors, all the
Neuro Intensive Care team
at UAB, Centerwell, Gen-
tiva, Nakita Kerksey, Re-
nithia Cleveland, and Norva
Wood.

Helen Waldrop

GADSDEN - A celebra-
tion of life service for Hel-
en Phillips Waldrop, 84 of
Gadsden was held Monday,
March 2, 2026 at Glencoe
Hokes Bluff Funeral Home
with Pastor George Chastain
and Rolan Waldrop officiat-
ing the service. Burial fol-
lowed the service at Liberty
Methodist Church Ceme-
tery.

After a 13-year battle with
cancer, Ms. Waldrop passed
away on February 25, 2026
at her home surrounded by
her devoted daughters. She
faced cancer with the heart
of a lion and a warrior’s
spirit.

She is preceded in death
by her husband of 20 years
Charles W. Waldrop, her be-
loved sons, Mark and Carl
Waldrop, her grandsons,
Dustin Waldrop and Justin
and Jared Hopkins, her great
grandson, Carl Dustin Wal-
drop, her parents, Alanzo
and Lola Phillips and her
brothers, James and Jack
Spurgeon and Morris Phil-
lips.

Helen leaves to honor her
memory her precious daugh-
ters, Terri (David) Waldrop
Nance and Sylvia Waldrop
Hopkins, her granddaugh-
ters, Heather  Johnson,
Carla (Josh) Green, Lynsay
Morales, Denise (Casey)
Reaves, and Mindy Mc-
Cain, her grandsons, Rolan
(Harmony) Waldrop and
Daniel (Martha) Nance, 14
great grandchildren, four
great grandchildren, and her
sisters, Imogene Wallace,
Barbara Ledbetter and Sue
Dalton, her chosen daughter,
Tiffany Bone and her cho-
sen granddaughter, Destiny
Anderson, her chosen sis-
ter, Yvonne Moody and her
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closest friend, Lanis Shriver.

Helen June Phillips Wal-
drop was born at the foot
hills of Lookout Mountain
on Black Creek to Alonzo
and Lola Mae Phillips. She
loved spending her time gar-
dening, going shopping with
her daughters and cooking
for her family. The thing she
loved most to do was simply
spend time with her family.
She loved her family dearly.

Pallbearers will be family
and friends.

The family would like to
extend a sincere thanks to
Dr. Charles A Leath III of
UAB OBGYN Oncology
for his compassion to our
Mom, and for his dedication
to the fight against cancer
and the family would also
like to give a special thanks
to her friends of Holly Park
for their love and support
through the years.

Martha Kilgore

RAINBOW CITY -
Graveside Funeral Service
for Martha Elizabeth Alford
Kilgore, of Rainbow City
was held Monday, March
2, 2026 at Crestwood Cem-
etery. Burial followed the
service.

Martha Elizabeth Alford
Kilgore, born December 10,
1928, passed away recently,
surrounded by the love of
her family. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents,
James Lloyd Alford Sr. and
Einnan Nolen Alford, and
her brother, James Lloyd
Alford Jr.

She is survived by her
children Karel (Phil) Lu-
ther of Gadsden; Mary
Ann Kilgore of Savannah,
Georgia; Nancy (Jimmy)
McGowan of Hoover; and
Bruce (Ashley) Kilgore of
Hoover. She also leaves be-
hind five grandchildren and
one great grandson.
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Mary Helen Nelson

RAINBOW CITY - Pri-
vate Graveside Service for
Mary Helen Nelson, 86,
of Hokes Bluff was held
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 at
Rainbow Memorial Gardens
with Pastor Harold Epperson
officiating the service.

Ms. Nelson passed away
on February 26, 2026 at her
home.

She is preceded in death
by her husband, Bobby D.
Nelson, her parents, Fred
and Ailene Barnes, her sister,
Ruth White, and her brother,
Joe Barnes.

Left to cherish the memory
of Ms. Nelson is her loving
son, Sean Nelson, her sister,
Judy Smith (Deon) and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Ms. Nelson was a mem-
ber of New Liberty Baptist
Church. She was a proud
graduate of Emma Sansom
High School. Ms. Nelson
worked and retired as an
operator for Bell South. She
enjoyed spending her time
cooking, traveling and deco-
rating.

Pallbearers were family
and friends.

The family would like to
offer a special thank you to
Audrey and Linda for the
care and compassion showed
to Ms. Nelson while she was
in their care.
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Sandra Kearley Miller

EVERGREEN - Sandra
Kearley Miller, age 72, of
Evergreen, Alabama, passed
away peacefully on Febru-
ary 26, 2026.

A graveside service was
held at Crestwood Cemetery
on March 3, 2026.

Sandra had a deep love
for life’s simple joys. She
especially enjoyed travel-
ing—particularly trips to
the beach—where she found
peace and happiness. She
had a passion for growing
beautiful flowers, caring for
her beloved pets, and cheer-
ing on her favorite team as
a devoted University of Ala-
bama fan. Sandra also de-
lighted in preparing holiday
meals, bringing family and
friends together around her
table with warmth and gen-
erosity.

A dedicated educator for
many years, Sandra gradu-
ated from the University of
Alabama with her teaching
degree and poured her heart
into her work. She loved
her students as if they were
her own children, leaving a
lasting impact on countless
young lives. After retiring,
she made her home in Ever-
green, Alabama, where she
spent her remaining years
surrounded by the commu-
nity she cherished.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, Ray Miller,
and her parents, Carl and
Prudie Kearley.

She is survived by her
brothers, Alvin Kearley and
Greg Kearley; her stepson,
Chris Miller; and a host of
nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins who will forever treasure
her memory.

The family extends their
heartfelt gratitude to Dr.
Mark Roberts and his won-
derful staff, the compas-
sionate nurses at UAB, and

Compassus Hospice for
their exceptional care and
support.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be
made to Big Oak Boys and
Girls Ranch or to a chari-
table organization of your
choice.

Shirley Johnson

With deepest sorrow we
announce the passing of
Shirley Ann (Hatcher) John-
son.

On February 26, 2026,
Shirley entered a peaceful
eternal rest at home in At-
lanta, GA.

Shirley Ann (Hatcher)
Johnson was born in Gads-
den, Alabama on April 21,
1945 to the late Webb Wil-
liams and the late Frances
Nowell-Robertson. A native
of Gadsden, Alabama, Shir-
ley later moved to Atlanta,
Georgia which became her
home.

Shirley was a self-taught
pianist who taught each of
her children to play piano.
She instilled in them a deep
love of music and collec-
tively they play numerous
instruments which include
piano, drums, and all string
instruments: violin, viola,
cello and bass. This legacy
of her love for and gift of
music was also passed down

to her grandchildren who
are also gifted musicians as
well.

Shirley was a humble
woman and later in life
chose to live a simpler, qui-
eter, more peaceful life.

Shirley was preceded in
death by her parents and her
son, Griffin Hatcher, Sr.

She leaves to cherish
her memory her children,
Lolisa Francina Hatcher,
Ruby Irisana Hatcher, De-
lyne Victtor Hatcher, Sonny
Darrel Hatcher (Charnell)
and Solomon Lee Hatcher
(Danielle); Daughter-in-
love, Nina; her grandchil-
dren, Audreanna, Griffin Jr.,
Symone, Kyleigh, Lakei-
sha, April, Latonya, Barett,
and Chloe; numerous great
grandchildren; and her sib-
lings, Patricia Palmore-
Williams, Larry Palmore
(Jearline), Robert Palmore
(Stephanie), Jimmy Robert-
son, Johnny Robertson (Te-
resa), and Tony Robertson.

In addition to these loved
ones, she is survived by nu-

merous nieces, nephews,
cousins, and close associ-
ates.

Graveside Service and In-
terment: 1:00 PM on Satur-
day, March 7, 2026, Lincoln
Hill Cemetery - 408 Miller
Ave Gadsden, AL 35903

Please remember her fam-
ily in your prayers.

Tristan Terry Green

JACKSONVILLE - A
celebration of life service
will be 11:00 AM Satur-
day, March 7, 2026, at New
Bethel Baptist Church,
245 Green Leaf Street SW
Jacksonville, AL 36265, for
Tristan Terry Green, age 24
of Jacksonville, who passed
away February 25, 2026.

Tristan graduated from
Pleasant Valley High School

and took three years of |

welding class. He worked
for Tape Craft for four years.
He was a hard-working man
that loved his family and
friends. He really enjoyed
playing games online with
his friends.

He was preceded in death
by his mother, Serena Sue
Green, Pawpaw, Danny
Miller.

Left to cherish the memo-
ries of Tristan are his dad,
Terry Green, sister, Autumn
Couch (Justin), Mamaw,
Carolyn Miller, Nana, Mar-
tha Hughes, great-grand-

mother, Mary Inez Bowen,
aunts, Amanda, Lori, Trish,
Alyssa, and best friend, Ray.

Keith Orem Matthews

Funeral services for Keith
Orem Matthews were held
Friday, February 27, 2026
at Glencoe-Hokes Bluff Fu-
neral Home with Rev. Joey
Jones officiating the servic-
es. Burial followed at New
Bethel Cemetery.

Keith Matthews, beloved
father, Pappy, brother, and
friend, passed peacefully
from this life, surrounded
by the love of his family.
He was born in Baltimore,
Maryland, and raised in West
Virginia before later making
his home in Alabama. Keith
carried the warmth, grit, and
authenticity of his roots with
him everywhere he went.

Keith dedicated many

years to serving others as a
pastor, guiding and comfort-
ing countless people with
his steady faith and gentle
spirit. He also spent a signif-
icant part of his life working
alongside his family build-
ing homes — pouring his
strength, skill, and heart into
creating places where others
could grow and thrive.
Outside of work, Keith
was happiest under the open
sky. He loved kayaking,
hiking, biking, and camp-
ing, and he never missed an
opportunity to soak in the
peace of the great outdoors.
But above everything else,
the moments he treasured
most were those spent with
his family. Being a dad and
Pappy was the role he cher-
ished with all his heart.
Keith was preceded in
death by his parents Ralph
and Catherine Matthews,
and a dear lifelong friend
Kristen Zeigler. He leaves
behind his children Heather
Matthews, Jeremy Mat-
thews (Katie), Olivia Fore-
man (Rachelle) and Roxy
Matthews; his grandchil-
dren Audrey Bowen, Haley
Busic (Silas), Joshua Bow-
en, Dylan Devotie, Skylar
Morris, Maddux Friend
and Harper Foreman; his
great-grandson Ezra Cagle;
his siblings Julie Bryant
(Steve), Doug Matthews
(Kim), Cindy Beard (Tony),
Tracy Colvin (Moe), Kevin
Matthews (Victoria), and
an abundance of nieces and
nephews who loved him
deeply. His legacy of kind-
ness, strength, and quiet joy
lives on in each of them.
Keith will be remembered
for his steady presence, his
devotion to God and fam-
ily, humor, and the way he
found beauty in simple mo-
ments. He will be deeply
missed and forever loved.
Family wants to extend
a special thank you to Pro-
Health Hospice.

Mary Jo Walls

RAINBOW CITY
Mary Jo Walls, born on Oc-
tober 27, 1957, in Alabama,
passed away on February
23, 2026, at the age of 68.
She was a resident of Rain-
bow City, Alabama.

Visitation was held at
Morgan Funeral Chapel and
Crematory, located at 625
Gilbert Ferry Rd SE, Attalla,
AL, 35954, on February 27,
2026.

'::'%v -

£

Shanda Wyatt

HUNTSVILLE - With
heartfelt sympathy, we an-
nounce the earthly transition
of Shanda Wyatt of Hunts-
ville, formerly of Gadsden,
who traded time for eternity
on Thursday, February 19,
2026 at the age of 55.

ter, Emily Laws (Chris Skin-
ner); mother of his child, Su-
zanne Laws; grandchildren,
Parker and Cooper Skinner,
Alexis Deal, Kelxie Deal,
Makayla Deal, Mackenzie
Deal, and Tyler Hyland; 6
great-grandchildren; moth-
er, Edna Blair; brothers,
Randy Laws, Carl Laws,
Kevin Laws, and Stephen
Laws; close friends, Kevin
Humphrey, Keith Ramsey,
and Houston Ramer.

Michael was an expert
arborist. He could look at
a tree from the ground up
and tell you exactly how he
is going to take it down. He
loved his grandchildren and
he will be dearly missed.
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Raymond Adam Cruz

ATTALLA - Raymond
Adam Cruz, born on De-
cember 28, 1933, in Attalla,
passed away on February
22, 2026, at the age of 92.
Raymond was a resident of
Attalla, Alabama.

A visitation and Memorial
Mass took place at St. James
Catholic Church, located at
622 Chestnut Street, Gads-
den, AL 35901, on February
27,2026.

'::'%v ‘vi\‘i;:

Thomas Strong

Thomas Strong was born
January 24,1938 in Etowah
County to the late Booker
T. Strong and Laura Wills
Strong.

Thomas Loved Fishing as

~ one of his main hobbies.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife Lorraine Strong of
35 years of marriage.
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Rebecca “Becky” Glass

Rebecca “Becky” Glass
passed away peacefully at
the age of 85, leaving behind

a legacy of love, strength,
and kindness that will for-
ever live on in the hearts of
those who knew her.

Becky was a devoted
mother, grandmother, sister,
and friend. She had a gen-
erous heart and always put
others before herself. Her
unwavering faith and resil-
ience carried her through
life’s challenges, and she
remained a steady source of
encouragement and comfort
to those she loved.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Tom and An-
nie Morris; her husband,
Jim Glass; her son, Jamie;
her sisters, Tommie Ed-
wards and Judy McKee; her
brothers, Jake and Pap Mor-
ris; and her grandson, Brian
Tate.

She is survived by her
children: Janelle and Phillip
Harrell, Melinda and Dale
Cordell; Michelle and Harry
Kennon; Rosie and Daren
Cordell; James Glass, Hope
Glass. Chosen children:
Dana and Eric Hernandez;
and Tony and Mona Bow-
ers; Mike and Pam North-
cutt.

Becky was a proud grand-
mother to Tyler and Sa-
vanna Glass, Leslie Tate,
Tamiracle Kennon, Seth
Glass, Kennedy Smith, Dan-
iel Evans, Brandy and Matt
Carnes, Donna Crow. Cho-
sen Grandchildren; Kim and
Johnny Delawder and Kristy
and Mel Densmore, Clint
and Lauren Annie Billing-
sley. She was also blessed
with  great-grandchildren:
Lucas, Callie, Harper, and
Becca Glass, Madison and
Wesley Tate, Bentley Smith,
Charley Glass, and Dakota,
Charlie, and Elle Evans,
Rayven Grady, Bayli Works,
Andrew and Adison Carnes.

She is also survived by
her sisters and brothers,
along with many cherished
nieces and nephews.

Becky was a faithful
member of Calvary Baptist
Church for over 30 years,
where she was a dedicated
member and employee.

The family would like to
extend a special thank you
to ACG Hospice, especially
Amy and Sarah and Hokes
Bluff Family Medicine for
the amazing love and care
shown to our mom and fam-
ily during this time.

Her love, faith, and gentle
spirit will be deeply missed
but never forgotten.
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Walter Alexander Roe

GADSDEN - Walter Al-
exander “Alex” Roe passed
away on February 23, 2026,
at the age of 69. Born June
4, 1956, Alex was a resident
of Gadsden, Alabama.

Visitation was held at
Collier - Butler Funeral
Home on Friday, February
27, 2026 followed by a fu-
neral service. He was laid to
rest at Lebanon Cemetery.

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title

Recovery Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-256-850-0527
www.JSEAL.com

Michael Joseph Laws

ATTALLA - Michael
Joseph Laws, 64, of Attalla
passed away on Saturday,
February 14, 2026 at Riv-
erview Regional Medical
Center.

He is preceded in death by
his father, Jospeh Laws.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his wife and best
friend, Phyllis Pruitt; daugh-
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Scores

Feb. 27
Baseball
Model (Rome, GA) 12,
Hokes Bluff 2
Moody 3, Southside 1
Bob Jones 12,
Westbrook Christian 0
Softball
Glencoe 13, Wellborn 9
Wetumpka 3, Southside 1
Girls Soccer
Gadsden City 7,
Hokes Bluff 0
Southside 7, Hokes Bluff 0
Boys Soccer
Gadsden City 6, Coosa
Christian 1
Feb. 28
Baseball
Gadsden City 7, Boaz 4
Gadsden City 8,
Gardendale 3
Sardis 13, Glencoe 0
Oneonta 7, Sardis 3
Southside 10, Muscle
Shoals 0
Pell City 10, Southside 6
Douglas 14, Coosa
Christian 2
Westbrook Christian 11,
Gainesville (GA) 7
Boys Soccer
Hokes Bluff 7, Glencoe 0
Southside 12, Hokes Bluff 2
Hokes Bluff 2,
Coosa Christian 1
Coosa Christian 5,
Westbrook Christian 0
Girls Soccer
Westbrook Christian 6,
Hokes Bluff 0
Westbrook Christian 1,
Southside 0
Softball
Thompson 11, Southside 5
Southside 8, T.R. Miller
(Brewton, AL) 6
Gadsden City 9,
Pleasant Grove 8
Gadsden City 10,
Clay-Chalkville 3
March 2
Baseball
Gadsden City 2,
Pinson Valley 0
Haralson County
(Tallapoosa, GA) 10,
Glencoe 1
Cleburne County 9,
Glencoe 8
Vestavia Hills 7,
Westbrook Christian 3
Boys Soccer
Hokes Bluff 4, Etowah 3
Girls Soccer
Hokes Bluff 2, Etowah 1
Southside 3, Pell City 0
Softball
Ashville 10, Hokes Bluff 0
Gadsden City 19,
Talladega 9
Brewer (Somerville, AL) 3,
West End 2 (extra innings)
Ragland 16, Westbrook 11
March 3
Girls Basketball
Mobile Christian 55,
Glencoe 42
Baseball
Coosa Christian 7,
Gaylesville 1
West End 11, Ragland 5
Westbrook Christian 8,
Jacksonville 2
Boys Soccer
Gadsden City 1, Oxford 0
Softball
Hokes Bluff 6,
Pleasant Valley 5
Southside 6, Etowah 5
Gaston 12, Gadsden City 8
West End 10, Sardis 0
Westbrook 15, Talladega 0

College Sports

Feb. 27
Softball
Gadsden State 20, East
Mississippi Community
College 0
Gadsden State 10, East
Mississippi Community
College 3
Feb. 28
Baseball
East Mississippi Community
College 6, Gadsden State 0
East Mississippi Community
College 13, Gadsden State 1
March 1
Baseball
Gadsden State 5, East
Mississippi Community
College 4
March 2
Men’s basketball
Shelton State Community
College 87, GSCC 57
Women'’s basketball
Shelton State Community
College 80, GSCC 43
March 3
Softball
Gadsden State 5, East
Mississippi Community
College 3
Gadsden State 5, East
Mississippi Community
College 0

Glencoe glrls fall in final four game

Glencoe fell to Mobile
Christian in the final four
game of the Alabama
basketball championship
on Tuesday, March 3.
The final score was 55-
42. With their win, Mo-
bile Christian advances
to Friday’s Class 3A state
finals and will face Saint
James at 12:15 p.m.

Glencoe (22-9),
coached by  Blake
Badgett, was led by Kin-
lee Montgomery. She had
17 points, six rebounds,
three assists, one blocked
shot and was 4-for-4 at
the foul line. She also

sank three 3-pointers.
Payton Gray added eight
points.
Badgett knows his
team fought hard on
Tuesday.

“No matter what, there
was going to be an end-
ing this week,” said
Badgett. “This group has
fought. At one point we
were down 20 and we got
it down to 7. They have
a lot of guts about them,

David Holtsfordl AHSSA

and I know that will play
into their lives outside of

03-06-26 page B1.indd 1

the game.”

Montgomery is taking
the loss in stride and is
planning next year’s do-
over game.

“We know we can make
it to the spot, so next sea-
son we’ll just keep fight-
ing,” Montgomery said.

Despite the loss, Badgett

is proud of what the team
did and how they have rep-
resented Glencoe.
“Representing the com-
munity well is important to

us because you can’t make
it here without them,”
Badgett said. “These girls
have done something that
will be remembered for

Glencoe’s Kinlee Montgomery scores a basket in the 3A semifinals Tuesday as Mobile Christian’s Hadley
Kelly moves into position to defend.

a long time, and this is a
family that will never go
away. We’re all about rep-
resenting our school and
class and character.”

Submitted photo

Glencoe girls fall in final four game

By Lindsey Frazier

Features Editor

Gadsden High School’s girls
and boys soccer teams brought
home the championship titles at
the Etowah County Soccer Tour-
nament on Friday and Saturday,
defeating the defending champi-
ons, the Southside Panthers, who
had won the tournament the past

“I’'m proud of both teams and
their hard work,” Samantha Cork-
er, head coach of the boys varsity

team, said.

goals,

The Lady Titans defeated West-
brook Christian 3-1, Hokes Bluff
7-0 and Southside 2-0. Through-
out the tournament, the Lady Ti-
tans scored 12 goals with nine
assists and recorded 11 saves.
Caroline Frederick scored three
Fiyin Oguntoyo scored

Bentley,

Lancaster and Eleanor Simmons
each scored one.

Miriam Rasool, Ellen Hill, Lan-
caster, Kaitlyn Calloway, Jazzy
Raegan Brooks
Frederick each recorded an assist,
while Emily Sollie had two. Ella
Jennings recorded nine saves in
goal and Carter Roberts had two.

The Titans defeated Westbrook
Christian 2-0, Coosa Christian
6-1 and Southside 2-1. The Titans

goals, seven assists and 14 saves.

Juan Antonio, Andres Felix,
Byron Felix, Pablo Infante, Isaac
Lopez, Shalom Sekaya and Oz-
waldo Tomas each scored one
goal, while Larsen Wancique
scored two. Andres Felix, Lopez,
Byron Felix, David Perkins and
Diego Marroquin each recorded
an assist, while Cedric Wancique
had two. Adriana Fernandez re-
corded four saves in goal and Jes-

and

March 12

Gadsden City vs. Fort

two years. five, and Evy Johnson, Helen finished the tournament with nine sai Lopez had 10.
Gadsden City at Douglas, March 7 March 7
S Ch e du les 5 It)}.]m. ¢ COLLEGE SPORTS Gadsden State vs. Snead Gadsden State vs. Copiah-
March 12-14 Softball State Community College, Lincoln Community Col-
Baseball City of Champions Tourna- March 6 1 p.m. lege at Bevill State Com-
March 7 ment at Gadsden. Gadsden State at North- Gadsden State vs. Snead munity College, 10 a.m.
Gadsden City vs. Ashville, Softball west Mississippi Commu-  State Community College, March 8
doubleheader at 11 a.m. March 6 nity College, 1 p.m. 3:30 p.m. Gadsden State vs. Marion
March 9 Southside at Oak Moun- Gadsden State vs. Missis- March 12 Military Institute, 1 p.m.
West End at J.B. Penning- tain, 7 p.m. sippi Delta Community Gadsden State vs. North- March 9
ton, 4:30 p.m. Westbrook Tournament at College at Gadsden State, west-Shoals Community Gadsden State vs. Bevill
March 10 Sand Mountain. 3 p.m. College, 2 p.m. State Community College,
Gadsden City at Sylacauga, March 9 Baseball Men’s Tennis 1 p.m.
4:30 p.m. Gadsden City vs. Gaston,
Hokes Bluff at Sardis, 4:30 4:30 p.m. — — -
p.m. Southside at Cherokee SN s
Hokes Bluftf Middle School County, 5 p.m. 2 S!
at Jacksonville, 4:30 p.m. March 10 :ni o [ @W
/ o ey ;’l r."

Gadsden City at Pinson
Valley, 4 p.m.
Golf
March 7
Gadsden City boys (Top 5)
— Twin Bridges Kick-Off
Classic, 9 a.m.
March 10
Gadsden City girls (Top 4)
— Twin Bridges Kick-Off
Classic, 11 a.m.
March 12
Gadsden City vs. Oxford/
Clay Central at Cider
Ridge/Oxford, 3:30 p.m.
Soccer
March 7
Southside at Sylacauga, 10
a.m.

Southside vs. Crossville at
Sylacauga, 3:15 p.m.
March 9
Gadsden City vs. Fort
Payne at Gadsden City, 5
p.m.

March 10
Gadsden City vs. Fort
Payne at Gadsden City, 5
p.m.

March 12

Payne, 4:30 p.m.
Gaston at Cedar Bluff,
5:30 p.m.

Hokes Bluff at Etowah,
4:30 p.m.

West End at Cleveland,
5p.m.

March 12
Gadsden City vs. West-
brook, 5 p.m.

Hokes Bluff vs. Pied-
mont, 4:30 p.m.
Tennis
March 10
Gadsden City vs. Truss-
ville, 3 p.m.
Sardis at Cherokee
County.

March 12
Gadsden City vs. Dono-
ho, 3:30 p.m.
Sardis vs. Springyville.
Track
March 9
Gadsden City Meet No. 2
at Gadsden City, 4 p.m.
March 12
Gadsden City Meet No. 3
at Gadsden City, 4 p.m.

e =

The Gadsden Rainbow City Coin Club

“Presented by

THE 63RD ANNUAL NORTHEAST ALABAMA
SPRING COIN SHOW

Friday & Saturday

March 27th & 28th
At The Venue at Coosa Landing ANACS Coin Grading
201 George Wallace Dr. Service Will Be On Site
Gadsden, AL 35903 Each Day.

9:00 AM untll 4:00 PM each day. Y Free Parking and Admission

% Gold & Silver Coins,
Currency & Bullion

Contacts: |
~ Frank Thomas 256-490-3_375 e
- Blaine Smith 256-405—5 T

3/5/26 1:50PM
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been
made of the terms of
the loan documents
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Garner B McBride, an
unmarried man, to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as
mortgagee, as nominee
for Renasant Bank, its
successors and assigns
dated March 16, 2023;
said mortgage being
recorded on March 17,
2023 as Instrument No.
3554707 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama. Said Mortgage
was last sold, assigned
and transferred to Re-
nasant Bank by assign-
ment recorded as In-
strument No. 3571184 in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama.

The undersigned, Re-
nasant Bank, under and
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash before the main
entrance of the Court
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm),
on April 1, 2026 the
following property, situ-
ated in Etowah County,
Alabama, to-wit:

All that certain lot or
parcel of land situated in
the County of Etowah,
State of Alabama, and
being more particularly
described as follows:

A portion of the SE 1/4
of the SE 1/4, Section
5, Township 13 South,
Range 6 East of Hunts-
ville Meridian in Etowah
County, Alabama, de-
scribed as follows, to
wit: Commence at the
NE corner of the SE 1/4
of the SE 1/4, Section
5, Township 13 South,
Range 6 East for the
point of beginning and
thence run Southerly
along the East line of
said Quarter a distance
of 150 feet; thence run
Westerly a distance of
80 feet on a line paral-
lel with the North line
of said Quarter; thence
run Northerly to a point
on the North line of said
Quarter, which is 100
feet West of the point of
beginning; thence run
East 100 feet along the
North line of said Quar-
ter to the point of begin-
ning, all lying and being
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama, save and except
the portion conveyed to
the State of Alabama
as described in Deed
recorded in Book 1902,
Page 155, Probate Of-
fice, Etowah County,
Alabama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 2997
Hall Dr, Gadsden, AL
35907.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal
description will control.
Said property will be
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem
taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable),
the right of redemption
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate
survey and inspection
of the property, any
assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments,  rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants,
the statutory right of
redemption pursuant
to Alabama law, and
any matters of record
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set
out above. Said prop-
erty will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any
representation, warran-
ty or recourse against
the above-named or
the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds
in the amount of the
winning bid at the time
and place of sale.
Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid

or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.
ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FInNCEN) new
Anti-Money  Launder-
ing Rule (the “Rule”),
found at 89 FR 70258,
will go into effect. The
Rule applies to cer-
tain residential real es-
tate sale transactions
(including  nonjudicial
foreclosures) where the
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which
includes cash purchas-
es, private financing or
financing provided by
an institution not subject
to a federal Anti-Money
Laundering or Suspicion
Activity Report require-
ment. As part of this
Rule, purchasers and
sellers are required to
provide additional infor-
mation and documenta-
tion about themselves,
their legal entities, and
the source of funds
used in the reportable
transaction. The collec-
tion of this information
and documentation is
required to comply with
the Rule’s federal re-
porting  requirements.
This notice is provided
for informational pur-
poses only and does not
constitute legal advice.
You are encouraged
to consult with your
own independent le-
gal counsel if you have
questions about how
the FInCEN Anti-Money
Laundering Rule affects
your transaction and
whether your transac-
tion is reportable.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is
not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code,
(2) to final confirmation
and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the
holder of the Mortgage,
and (3) to confirmation
that the successful bid-
der has timely provided
all information required
for reporting under the
Rule, 89 FR 70258.

RENASANT BANK

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 25-06846AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

The Messenger
02/20/2026,02/27/2026,
03/06/2026
25-06846AL

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH
Default having been
made of the terms of
the loan documents
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Jason A Duron to Com-
pass Bank dated June
29, 2018; said mortgage
being recorded on July
2, 2018 as Instrument
No. 3469929 in the Of-
fice of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County,
Alabama.

The undersigned, PNC
Bank, National Asso-
ciation, Successor by
merger to BBVA USA,
formerly  known as
Compass Bank, under
and by virtue of the
power of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash before the main
entrance of the Court
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm),
on April 1, 2026 the
following property, situ-
ated in Etowah County,
Alabama, to-wit:

Lot Number Sixteen
(16), in Block Number
Two (2), in Sheffield
Heights Addition as
shown by map or plat
thereof recorded in Plat
Book “C”, Page 81, in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama, and
lying and being in Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama.

Said property is com-

monly known as 1210
Windsor St, Gadsden,
AL 35903.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal
description will control.

Said property will be
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem
taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable),
the right of redemption
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate
survey and inspection
of the property, any
assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants,
the statutory right of
redemption pursuant to
Alabama law, and any
matters of record includ-
ing, but not limited to,
those superior to said
Mortgage fir

st set out above. Said
property will be sold on
an “as-is” basis with-
out any representation,
warranty or recourse
against the above-
named or the under-
signed. Bidders must
perform their own due
diligence. The success-
ful bidder must present
certified funds in the
amount of the winning
bid at the time and place
of sale.

Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FInCEN) new
Anti-Money  Launder-
ing Rule (the “Rule”),
found at 89 FR 70258,
will go into effect. The
Rule applies to cer-
tain residential real es-
tate sale transactions
(including  nonjudicial
foreclosures) where the
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which
includes cash purchas-
es, private financing or
financing provided by
an institution not subject
to a federal Anti-Money
Laundering or Suspicion
Activity Report require-
ment. As part of this
Rule, purchasers and
sellers are required to
provide additional infor-
mation and documenta-
tion about themselves,
their legal entities, and
the source of funds
used in the reportable
transaction. The collec-
tion of this information
and documentation is
required to comply with
the Rule’s federal re-
porting  requirements.
This notice is provided
for informational pur-
poses only and does not
constitute legal advice.
You are encouraged
to consult with your
own independent le-
gal counsel if you have
questions about how
the FInCEN Anti-Money
Laundering Rule affects
your transaction and
whether your transac-
tion is reportable.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is
not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code,
(2) to final confirmation
and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the
holder of the Mortgage,
and (3) to confirmation
that the successful bid-
der has timely provided
all information required
for reporting under the
Rule, 89 FR 70258.

PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, SUC-
CESSOR BY MERGER
TO BBVA USA, FOR-
MERLY KNOWN AS
COMPASS BANK

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238

FT21@mccalla.com

File No. 26-08083AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

The Messenger
02/27/2026,03/06/2026,
03/13/2026
26-08083AL

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Paul Roberts,Il and Al-
ison Roberts husband
and wife, originally
in favor of Mortgage
Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. as
nominee for Superior
Bank, its successors
and assigns, on August
5, 2009, said mortgage
recorded in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument
Number 3317933; with
loan modification agree-
ment recorded Decem-
ber 27, 2021 in Instru-
ment Number 3532887;
the wundersigned Mid-
First Bank, as Mortgag-
ee/Transferee,  under
and by virtue of the
power of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama, on April 29,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale, all of its
rights, title, and interest
in and to the following
described real estate,
situated in  Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
wit: Lot Number Four-
teen (14) of Westmin-
ster, according to the
map or plat thereof re-
corded in Plat Book “1”,
Page 43 in the Probate
Office of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, and lying
and being in Rainbow
City, Alabama.. Property
street address for infor-
mational purposes: 210
Wellington Place , Rain-
bow City, AL 35906.
THIS PROPERTY WILL
BE SOLD ON AN “AS
IS, WHERE 1S” BASIS,
WITHOUT WARRANTY
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED
AS TO TITLE, USE
AND/OR ENJOYMENT
AND WILL BE SOLD
SUBJECT TO THE
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES
ENTITLED THERE-
TO. Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.
This sale is made for
the purpose of paying
the indebtedness se-
cured by said mortgage,
as well as the expens-
es of foreclosure. The
successful bidder must
tender certified funds in
the amount of the win-
ning bid made payable
to Tiffany & Bosco, P.A.
at the time and place of
the sale. The sale will
be conducted subject
to: (1) confirmation that
the sale is not prohibit-
ed under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final
confirmation with the
Mortgagee/Transferee,
and if applicable, (3)
collection of purchaser
information needed to
comply with the report-
ing requirements under
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network’s
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31
C.F.R. Part 1031) and
reimbursement of any
expenses incurred as
a result of the collec-
tion of such informa-
tion. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany
& Bosco, P.A shall not
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchaser
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return
of the bid amount. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to bid
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its
purchase price against
the expenses of sale
and the indebtedness
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is subject
to postponement or can-
cellation. MidFirst Bank,
(“Transferee”) Tiffany &

Bosco, P.A., 2501 20th
Place South, Suite 300,
Homewood, AL 35223
www.tblaw.com TB File
Number: 26-02666-MF-
AL

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been
made of the terms of
the loan documents
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by

Kennith S Nesmith,
Monica G Nesmith to
Mortgage Electronic

Registration  Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as
nominee for First Feder-
al Bank, its successors
and assigns dated April
13, 2020; said mortgage
being recorded on April
17, 2020 as Instrument
No. 3500923 as having
been modified by an
agreement recorded in
Deed Book 2025, Page
3594923 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama. Said Mortgage
was last sold, assigned
and transferred to Tru-
ist Bank by assignment
recorded in Deed Book
2025, Page 3592792 in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama.

The undersigned, Truist
Bank, under and by vir-
tue of the power of sale
contained in said mort-
gage, will sell at public
outcry to the highest
bidder for cash before
the main entrance of the
Court House in Etowah
County, Alabama during
the legal hours of sale
(between 11am and
4pm), on April 15, 2026
the following proper-
ty, situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-wit:

Lot Numbered Thir-
ty-One (31), Western
Hills, as recorded in
Plat Book “I", Page 54,
Probate Office, Etowah
County, Alabama and
lying and being in Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 2998
Cedar Cir, Southside,
AL 35907.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal
description will control.
Said property will be
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem
taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable),
the right of redemption
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate
survey and inspection
of the property, any
assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments,  rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants,
the statutory right of
redemption pursuant
to Alabama law, and
any matters of record
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set
out above. Said prop-
erty will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any
representation, warran-
ty or recourse against
the above-named or
the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds
in the amount of the
winning bid at the time
and place of sale.

Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FInCEN) new
Anti-Money  Launder-
ing Rule (the “Rule”),
found at 89 FR 70258,

will go into effect. The
Rule applies to cer-
tain residential real es-
tate sale transactions
(including  nonjudicial
foreclosures) where the
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which
includes cash purchas-
es, private financing or
financing provided by
an institution not subject
to a federal Anti-Money
Laundering or Suspicion
Activity Report require-
ment. As part of this
Rule, purchasers and
sellers are required to
provide additional infor-
mation and documenta-
tion about themselves,
their legal entities, and
the source of funds
used in the reportable
transaction. The collec-
tion of this information
and documentation is
required to comply with
the Rule’s federal re-
porting  requirements.
This notice is provided
for informational pur-
poses only and does not
constitute legal advice.

You are encouraged
to consult with your
own independent le-

gal counsel if you have
questions about how
the FInCEN Anti-Money
Laundering Rule affects
your transaction and
whether your transac-
tion is reportable.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is
not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code,
(2) to final confirmation
and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the
holder of the Mortgage,
and (3) to confirmation
that the successful bid-
der has timely provided
all information required
for reporting under the
Rule, 89 FR 70258.

TRUIST BANK

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 26-08157AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

26-08157AL

March 6,
2026

13, and 20,

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE

WHEREAS, default has
been made in the terms
of the mortgage execut-
ed on the 25th day of
March, 2021, by Jamie
Lynn Kimbril, as mort-
gagor, in favor of Wil-
lett Properties, LLC, as
mortgagee, as recorded
in the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama as
Instrument #3518766,
and said default con-
tinuing, the mortgagee,
under power of sale
contained in said mort-
gage will sell at auction
for cash to the highest
bidder on the steps
of the Etowah County
Courthouse in Etowah,
Alabama, during legal
hours of sale on the
2nd day of April, 2026,
the following described
real estate embraced in
said mortgage, situated
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:

Lots 65 and 67, in Block
1, in Mary Martin Lay’s

Glenfield  Subdivision,
as recorded in Plat
Book “D”, Page 101,

in the Probate Office
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

The address being 421
East Air Depot Road,
Glencoe, Alabama,
35905.

The property is subject
to the first mortgage
of Alabama Teacher’s
Credit Union at Inst. #
3459138, in the Probate
Office of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama.

Said sale is made for
the purpose of foreclos-
ing of said mortgage,
paying the mortgage
debt, the costs and ex-
penses of foreclosure,
including a reasonable
attorney’s fee.

THIS PROPERTY WILL
BE SOLD ON AN “AS
IS, WHERE IS” BA-
SIS, SUBJECT TO
ANY EASE-MENTS,
ENCUMBRANCES,
AND EXCEPTIONS
REFLECTED IN THE
MORTGAGE AND
THOSE CONTAINED
IN THE RECORDS OF
THE OFFICE OF THE
JUDGE OF PROBATE
OF THE COUNTY
WHERE THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED  PROP-
ERTY IS SITUATED.

THIS PROPERTY
WILL BE SOLD WITH-
ouT WARRANTY

OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED
AS TO TITLE, USE
AND/OR ENJOYMENT
AND WILL BE SOLD
SUBJECT TO THE
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES
ENTITLED THERETO.
ALABAMA LAW GIVES
SOME PERSONS WHO
HAVE AN INTEREST
IN PROPERTY THE
RIGHT TO REDEEM
THE PROPERTY UN-
DER CERTAIN CIR-
CUMSTANCES. PRO-
GRAMS MAY ALSO
EXIST THAT HELP
PERSONS AVOID OR
DELAY THE FORE-
CLOSURE PRO-
CESS. AN ATTORNEY
SHOULD BE CON-
SULTED TO HELP YOU
UNDERSTAND THESE
RIGHTS AND PRO-
GRAMS AS A PART OF
THE FORECLOSURE
PROCESS

The Mortgagee re-
serves the right to bid
for and purchase the
real estate and to cred-
it her purchase price
against the expenses
of sale and the indebt-
edness secured by the
real estate.

This sale is subject to
postponement or can-
cellation. Contact Jason
Knowles at the phone
number shown below
prior to attendance at
sale.

/sl Jason Knowles
Jason Knowles

Attorney for Mortgag-

ee, Jacqueline Carr
Knowles & Sullivan,
LLC

413 Broad Street
Gadsden,

Alabama 35901
Ph: (256) 547-7200

March 6,
2026

13, and 20,

FILE CLAIMS

Kenneth  D.
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 01/14/2026
to the Estate of Mary
Elaine Boyd, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Morgan

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Fort McClellan Cred-
it Union was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s) on
01/14/2026 to the Estate
of Stanley Earl Stroup,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Dana Johnson was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
01/16/2026 to the Estate
of Thomas Anthony Mu-
sick, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Robert Webster Curnutt
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 01/20/2026
to the Estate of William
Parker Curnutt, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Jordan Gaskey Fugatt
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 01/22/2026
over the Estate of Deb-
orah Gramling Gaskey,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
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persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Kevin Edward Silvey
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 01/23/2026 to
the Estate of Terry B. Sil-
vey, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Leigh Hunt was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
01/23/2026 over the
Estate of Mark De-
wayne Steapleton, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Ray R. Solley was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s) on
01/27/2026 to the Estate
of Doris S. Chapman,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Kendall Willmore was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
01/27/2026 over the Es-
tate of Mark Hanback,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Jadea Smith Chandler
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 01/27/2026
over the Estate of Lou-
ie Benson Walls, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Valery Keith Alford was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 01/28/2026 to the
Estate of Mary D. Al-
ford, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Bobby Barron and
Lynn Barron was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
02/04/2026 to the Estate
of Patricia Faye Bar-
ron, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Anna Stevens was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representa-
tive(s) on 04/25/2025
to the Estate of Steven
Thomas Stevens, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Jamie Anderson was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
02/02/2026 over the Es-
tate of Reba June Con-
ner, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Victoria Hollar was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 02/02/2026 over the
Estate of Carolyn Gar-
be, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Sheila Diane McCarthy
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 02/09/2026
to the Estate of Jerry M.
Foster A/K/A Jerry Mack
Foster, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Melton Pascal Terrell
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 02/11/2026 to
the Estate of Melton G.
Terrell, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Timothy Gerald McCa-
rver and Brain Scott
McCarver was/were
appointed Person-
al Representative(s)
on 02/12/2026 to the
Estate of Thomas
Gerald McCarver, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Sonia O’Hair was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s)  on
01/14/2026 to the Es-
tate of Geraldine O’Hair,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 6,
2026

13, and 20,

FILE CLAIMS

James Chadwick Bank-
ston was/were appoint-
ed Personal Represen-
tative(s) on 02/03/2026
over the Estate of
James Lamar Bankston,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 6, 13, and 20,
2026

FILE CLAIMS

Brenda Wright was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 02/04/2026 over the
Estate of Clarence Todd
Wright deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 6,
2026

13, and 20,

FILE CLAIMS

Cade Matthew Guest
and Spencer Guest
was/were appointed
Co-Personal Represen-
tative(s) on 02/05/2026
to the Estate of John
Matthew Guest, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 6,
2026

13, and 20,

FILE CLAIMS

Harold E. Powell was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representa-
tive(s) on 02/05/2026
to the Estate of Frankie
Janelle G. Powell, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
March 6, 13, and 20,
2026

FILE CLAIMS

Chris D. Smith was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 02/17/2026 over the
Estate of Benny Denson
Hood, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 6,
2026

13, and 20,

NOTICE OF ESTATE

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF MI-
CHAEL JEAN ABNEY,
DECEASED

CASE NO: 2025-00803

A Petition for Summary
Distribution of the Es-
tate of MICHAEL JEAN
ABNEY, Deceased,
having been submitted
to the Honorable Scott
W. Hassell, Judge of
Probate, by Petitioners,
Callie Abney Nolan and
Michael Cody Abney
on the 29th day of De-
cember, 2025; Notice
is hereby given that
all persons contesting
said Petition shall file a
response thereto with
the Judge of Probate,
Etowah County, P.O.
Box 187, Gadsden, AL
35902, within 30 days
of the date of this pub-
lication.

Done this the 31th day
of December, 2025

Scott W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE

March 6, 2026
NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
ELLA JEAN STEELE
DECEASED.

Case No.: 2025-00636

TO: WILLIAM THACK-
ER; whereabouts un-
known

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED that there
has been filed in this
Court an instrument
purporting to be in the
Last Will and Testament
of Ella Jean Steele, de-
ceased, and a petition in
writing and under oath
praying for the admis-
sion to probate and re-
cord in this Court of said
instrument as the true
Last Will and Testament
of the decedent. You are
FURTHER NOTIFIED to
be in and appear before
this Court on the 1st day
of April, 2026 at 10:00
a.m., when said peti-
tion will be heard and to
show cause, if any you
may have, why the in-
strument filed with said
petition and purport-
ing to be the Last Will
and Testament of Ella
Jean Steele, deceased,
should not be admitted
to probate and recorded
in this Court as the true
Last Will and Testament
of said decedent.

DONE THIS THE 25th
DAY OF February, 2026

Scott W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE

February 27, March 6,
13, and 20, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE

COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:

WALTER ALLEN,
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED

Case #: 2026-31

TO: Malcolm Allen and
Diretha Allen, whose
whereabouts are un-
known

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate, and further,
that the 23rd day of
MARCH 2026 at 2:30
p.m. was appointed a
day and time for hearing
on said Petition, thereof
at which time you may
appear and support
and/or contest the Pe-
tition, if you so choose.

DONE THIS THE 13TH
DAY OF FEBRUARY
2026.

Scott Hassell
Judge of Probate

February 20, 27, and
March 6, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
JERRY LEE BIGGS,
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED

Case #: 2026-122

TO: Any unknown fam-
ily, whose whereabouts
are unknown

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP AND CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate, and further,
that the 31ST day of
MARCH 2026 at 1:00
pm. was appointed a
day and time for hearing
on said Petition, thereof
at which time you may
appear and support
and/or contest the Pe-
tition, if you so choose.

DONE THIS THE 19TH
DAY OF FEBRUARY
2026

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
REAGAN PIERCE, IN-
CAPACITATED

Case #: 2025-590
TO: Any interested party

Please take notice that
a PETITION TO SELL
REAL PROPERTY be-
longing to the above ref-
erenced incapacitated
individual was filed in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate, and fur-
ther, that the 1st day of
APRIL 2026 at 1:30p.m.
was appointed a day
and time for hearing on
said Petition, thereof at
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/
or contest the Petition, if
you so choose.

DONE THIS THE 24TH
DAY OF FEBRUARY,
2026.

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE

February 27, March 6
and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
LETTERS OF
GUARDIANSHIP AND
PETITION FOR
LETTERS OF
CONSERVATORSHIP

Notice  to: Sheena
Jones, whose where-
abouts are unknown
Haley Jones, whose
whereabouts are un-
known

You will take notice that
a Petition for Letters of
Guardianship for the
person of Phyllis L.
Jones and a Petition
for Letters of Conserva-
torship over the estate
of Phyllis L. Jones was
filed by Gadsden Re-
gional Medical Center
on the 25th day of FEB-
RUARY 2026.

Ahearing on the Petition
for Letters of Guardian-
ship and Petition for Let-
ters of Conservatorship
is set on the 1st day of
APRIL 2026, at 2:30
p.m., in the Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, 800 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden,
Alabama 35901.

Scott W. Hassell

Judge of Probate

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
RULE NISI

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA
Case No.: DR-23-
900007.02

Austin Eubanks v. Av-
erie Cebrian

TO: Austin  Eubanks,
whose whereabouts are
unknown and who can-
not be served after rea-
sonable diligence.

You are hereby noti-
fied that a Petition for
Rule Nisi has been filed
against you in the Circuit
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama, Domestic Re-
lations Division, in the
above- styled action.
Please be advised that
should you intend to
contest these proceed-
ings, you must file a
written response with-
in 30 days of the date
of the last publication
herein with Paul R. Rob-
erts I, Attorney for De-
fendant, at the address
shown below, and with
the Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, 801 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden,
AL 35901.

Failure to respond
within the time allowed
by law may result in a
judgment being entered
against you.

CODY D. ROBINSON,
CIRCUIT JUDGE
CASSANDRA  JOHN-
SON, CIRCUIT COURT
CLERK

Name and address of
attorney:

Paul R. Roberts Il

P.O. Box 1459
Gadsden, AL 35903
(256) 543-8710

March 6, 13, 20, and 27,
2026

NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
TERMINATION
OF PARENTAL

RIGHTS

IN THE JUVENILE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE THE MATTER OF
R.S.B., MINOR CHILD

To: Garrett Wadsworth

Youa re hereby given
notice that a petition
has been filed by the
Etowah County Depart-
ment of Human Re-
sources requesting that
your parental rights be
terminated to R.S.B.
born 10/30/2013 to VE-
OLETTA BUTLER. You
are hereby given notice
that you are required
to file an Answer with
the clerk of the Juve-
nile Court of Etowah
County, Alabama and
with the Petitioner’s at-
torney, Sheri W. Stall-
ings, Assistant Attorney
General, STATE OF AL-
ABAMA DEPT. OF HU-
MAN RESOURCES 220
West Main Street, with-
in fourteen (14) days
of the date of the last
publication of this notice
or a default judgement
can be enterend against
you. A parent has the
right to representation
of an attorney in a de-
pendency or a termina-
tion of parental rights
trial, and, if indigent,
the court may appoint
an attorney if request-
ed. Should the parent
desire a court appoint-
ed attorney, application
should be made imme-
diately upon receipt of
this action, by contact-
ing the Clerk of the Ju-
venile Court of Etowah
County, Alabama on or
before the 1st day of
April 2026.

Cassandra Johnson,
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County,
bama

Ala-

Attorney for Petitioner:
Sheri W. Stallings
Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral

Etowah County Depart-
ment of Human Re-
sources

220 Main Street

Centre, AL. 35960

March 6, 13, 20, and 27,
2026

NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR TERMINATION
OF PARENTAL
RIGHTS

IN THE JUVENILE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE THE MATTER OF
D.M., MINOR CHILD

To: Unknown

Youa re hereby given
notice that a petition
has been filed by the
Etowah County De-
partment of Human

Resources requesting
that your parental rights
be terminated to D.M.
born 06/21/2017 to LO-
Rl MURDOCK.  You
are hereby given notice
that you are required
to file an Answer with
the clerk of the Juve-
nile Court of Etowah
County, Alabama and
with the Petitioner’s at-
torney, Sheri W. Stall-
ings, Assistant Attorney
General, STATE OF AL-
ABAMA DEPT. OF HU-
MAN RESOURCES 220
West Main Street, within
fourteen (14) days of
the date of the last pub-
lication of this notice or
a default judgement can
be entered against you.
A parent has the right to
representation of an at-
torney in a dependency
or a termination of pa-
rental rights trial, and, if
indigent, the court may
appoint an attorney if
requested. Should the
parent desire a court
appointed attorney,
application should be
made immediately up-
on receipt of this action,
by contacting the Clerk
of the Juvenile Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama on or before the
1st day of April 2026.

Cassandra Johnson,
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County,
bama

Ala-

Attorney for Petitioner:
Sheri W. Stallings
Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral

Etowah County Depart-
ment of Human Re-
sources

220 Main Street

Centre, AL. 35960

March 6, 13, 20, and 27,
2026

PUBLICATION
NOTICE OF HEARING
ON PETITION FOR
FINAL SETTLEMENT

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF CALHOUN
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CASE NO. 2023-0305

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
SARAH SUE KERWIN
deceased

TO: Lester Ledlow,
whose whereabouts
are unknown, an heir/
devisee, in the Estate of
Sarah Sue Kerwin,
Deceased:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the Petitioner, Lori
Horne, has filed a Peti-
tion for Final Settlement
in the
above-referenced
tate proceeding.

es-

The Petition for Final
Settlement requests
that the Court approve
the final accounting of
the administration of
the Estate, authorize
payment of any remain-
ing expenses, approve
distribution of the re-
maining assets to the
persons entitled thereto,
discharge the Person-
al Representative from
further duties, and close
the Estate.

A hearing on the Peti-
tion for Final Settlement
will be held before the
Calhoun County Pro-
bate Judge, on the 9th
day of April, 2026, at
1:30 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as counsel
may be heard.

Any interested person,
including the above-
named heir, may appear
at the hearing and file
written objections to the
Petition for Final Settle-
ment. Failure to appear
or object may result in
the Court granting the
requested relief and
closing the Estate with-
out further notice.

This notice is published
pursuant to law to notify
Lester Ledlow, whose
current address is un-
known and cannot be
ascertained after dili-
gent search and inquiry.

Shirley A. Millwood
Calhoun County Pro-
bate Judge

Name and Address of
Attorney:

Clark Hall, Attorney for
Petitioner

750 Forrest Avenue
Gadsden, AL. 35901

March 6, 13, 20, and 27,
2026

NOTICE OF
CONDEMNATION-
FORFEITURE ACTION

STATE OF ALABAMA,
EX REL: GADSDEN
STREET CRIMES/
NARCOTICS UNIT,

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO:
CV-2025-900614-SJS
PLAINTIFF

VS.

$1,976.00 U.S.
Currency

Cobra Handgun

SN: CT020531

Hipoint 999 Carbine
SN: F21605

Smith & Wesson SD-9
SN: FZX74191

DJI Mini 2SE Drone
Model# MT2SD

DJI Mini 4 Pro Drone
Model# MWX162-3850-
7.38

VRI Drone

Model# DRCLS16-NOC

DEFENDANTS
In Re: Brandon Shane
Jackson

TO ANY PERSON,
CORPORATION
OR OTHER ENTITY
CLAIMING AN OWN-
ER’S BONA FIDE
INTEREST IN THE
HEREINABOVE DE-
SCRIBED CURRENCY,
FIREARM AND PROP-
ERTY:

WHEREAS, the State
of Alabama has filed
its complaint in the
above-described ac-
tion seeking condem-
nation, forfeiture, and
ultimate disposition of
the above-described
property. You are here-
by notified that you must
answer said Complaint
by the 17th day of April
2026. Failure to file
such answer shall re-
sult in your loss of any
claimed owner’s or oth-
er interest in said prop-
erty.

DONE this the 18th day
of February, 2026

Cassandra
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County,
bama

Johnson,

Ala-

February 27, March 6,
13, and 20, 2026

NOTICE OF
CONDEMNATION-
FORFEITURE ACTION

STATE OF ALABAMA,
EX REL: ATTALLA PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO:
CV-25-900529-BTC
PLAINTIFF

VS.

2017 Black Dodge
Charger

VIN: 2C3CDXK-
T5HH533846
Emergency Lights,
Controllers, Sirens,
Microphones, radios,
Computers, Cameras,
Mounting hardware,

Wiring Kits, Etc.
Glock 43X 933
SN# CCTW004

DEFENDANTS
In Re: Nathan Michael
Novotny

TO ANY PERSON,
CORPORATION
OR OTHER ENTITY
CLAIMING AN OWN-
ER’S BONA FIDE
INTEREST IN THE
HEREINABOVE DE-
SCRIBED CURRENCY,
FIREARM AND PROP-
ERTY:

WHEREAS, the State
of Alabama has filed
its complaint in the
above-described ac-
tion seeking condem-
nation, forfeiture, and
ultimate disposition of
the above-described
property. You are here-
by notified that you must
answer said Complaint
by the 17th day of April
2026. Failure to file
such answer shall re-
sult in your loss of any
claimed owner’s or oth-
er interest in said prop-
erty.

DONE this the 18th day
of February, 2026
Cassandra Johnson,
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County,
bama

Ala-

February 27, March 6,
13, and 20, 2026

NOTICE BY
PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

ELITE REAL ESTATE
MANAGEMENT 2 LLC,
PLAINTIFF,

VS.

JOHN JUSTIN
MILLER and
BRIAN SCOTT
STANCIL, JR.
DEFENDANTS.

31-CV-2026-900078

Defendants, John Justin
Miller and Brian Scott
Stancil, who are al-
leged to be unlawfully
holding possession of
309 Meadows Street,
Rainbow City, Alabama
35906, and must an-
swer the Complaint
filed by Elite Real Es-
tate Management, LLC
to eject them from the
above-described prop-
erty and for other relief
within 30 days of the
last date of publication
of this Notice or there-
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after a Judgment by De-
fault may be rendered
against them.
This the 3rd day of
March, 2026

Casandra Johnson
Circuit Court Clerk

David Livingston
247 S 8th St,
Gadsden, AL 35901

March 6, 13, 20, and 27,
2026

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR NOTICE OF
COMPLETION

FORM OF ADVERTISE-
MENT FOR COMPLE-
TION LEGAL NOTICE
In  accordance with
Chapter 1, Title 39,
Code of Alabama, 1975,
notice is hereby given
that Alabama Grading
& Excavation, LLC,
has completed the Mi-
cro-Milling and Resur-
facing on SR-291, Proj-
ect No; STPAA-0291
(501) Etowah County
located at SR-291, AL
for the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation,
Owner(s), and have
made request for final
settlement of said Con-
tract. All persons hav-
ing any claim for labor,
materials, or otherwise
in connection with this
project should imme-
diately notify Alabama
Department of Trans-
portation, North Region
- Guntersville Area, PO
Box 550, Guntersville,
AL 35976.

February 27, March 6,
13, and 20, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE

In  accordance with
Chapter 1, Title 39,
Code of Alabama, 1975,
notice is hereby given
that Hudak Construc-
tion Co., Inc., Contrac-
tor, has completed the
Contract for Renovation
of “Structural Repairs at
the Gadsden Museum
of Art Project Contract,
City of Gadsden Bid Re-
quest No. 3613” at 515
Broad Street, Gadsden,
AL 35901 for the State
of Alabama and the City
of Gadsden, Owner, and
have made request for
final settlement of said
Contract. All persons
having any claim for la-
bor, materials, or other-
wise in connection with
this project should im-
mediately notify Heath

Williamson, City  of
Gadsden Engineering
Department, 90 Broad
Street, Gadsden, AL
35901
Hudak

Construction Co., Inc.
400 W. Meighan Blvd.
Gadsden, AL 35901

March 6, 13, 20, and 27,
2026

ORDINANCE
NO. 0-03-26

Authorizing Convey-
ance of Certain Property

Whereas the City of
Gadsden owns proper-
ty located on Glendale
Avenue, Gadsden, Ala-
bama, more particularly
described as follows:

Lot 8, Block 3, Glen-
dale subdivision to East
Gadsden, according
to the map thereof re-
corded in Plat Book E,
Page 53, Probate Of-
fice, Etowah County, Al-
abama. (Pro No. 30547)
(PPIN 42853)

Whereas, Darrell K.
Green has offered to
pay $2,750.00 for the
property;

Now, Therefore, BE IT
ORDAINED BY THE
CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as
follows:

1.This real property
is not needed for any
municipal or public pur-
pose.

2. The Mayor is hereby
authorized to execute a
deed to and in favor of
Darrell K. Green for the
sum of Two Thousand
Seven Hundred Seven-
ty and 00/100 Dollars
($2,750.00).

Adopted by the City
Council of Gadsden on
February 24, 2026.

Iva Nelson, City Clerk
March 6, 2026
LEGAL NOTICE

The following storage
units will be auctioned
on March 11, 2026 be-
ginning at 10:00 A.M.
on the business prem-
ises of Southtowne Mini
Warehouses, South-
towne is located at 199
Woodland Drive, off of
Steele Station Road
in Rainbow City, AL.
356906.

Marcia Hardney
Unit 24C & 170

Tammy Delia

Unit 165

Jacqueline Looney
Unit 326

Kenneth Maltbie, Jr.
Unit 336

Sonya Atchison
Unit 361

Janis Poleate
Unit 407

Brian Labar
Unit 720

Nicholas Branson
Unit 734

Chris Patterson
Unit 775

Steve Powell
Unit 788

Frankie Pollard
Unit 792

Justin Self
Unit 805

Suzanne Moon
Unit 818

Btyan Charlton
Unit 830

Lauri Price
Unit 28-1B

Ligaya Ferguson
Unit 34-1A

Sherrie Rector
Unit 48-7

Lisa Rydel
Unit 5A-8,9

Clyde Williams
Unit 80-1

Latona Garrett
Unit 15-10

Suzanna Rager
Unit 48-16

Alonna Baswell
Unit 53-11

Southtowne Mini Ware-
houses

199 Woodland Drive
Rainbow City, AL. 35906

February 27 and March
6, 2026

LEGALNOTICE

The following units will
be auctioned or oth-
erwise disposed of on
March 19, 2026 begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. on the
premises of Stock It N
Lock It Mini Storage lo-
cated at 3403 Rainbow
Parkway, Rainbow City,
AL. 35906.

Yolanda Burroughs
Unit 14-A

Wes Gwin
Unit 95-D, 159-F, and
503-L

Maurice Jones
Unit 4111

Kneely Pack
Unit 342L

Dana Loconto
Unit 2341

Tavia Cyphers
Unit 476N

Justin Wade
Unit 213-H

Stock It N Lock It Mini
Storage

3403 Rainbow Parkway
Rainbow City, AL. 35906

March 6 and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned will
proceed to take posses-
sion of the following de-
scribed abandoned ve-
hicle(s) on April 3, 2026

2011 Ford Ranger White
VIN:
1FTKR4EE9B9A30991

2007
White
VIN:
1G6KD57Y97U232544

Cadillac DTS

1999 Lincoln Town Car
Black

VIN: 1LNHM-
81W6XY659796

2018 Chevrolet Equinox
Orange

VIN:
2GNAXJEV9J6185854

2013 Nissan Pathfinder
Black

VIN:
5N1ARZM7DC629878

2008 Kia Sportage Red
VIN:
KNDJF724187526877

ER Towing

1733 Forrest Ave
Gadsden, AL 35901
(256)547-1549

February 27 and March
6, 2026

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC AUCTION
OF ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE
that Thacker Towing
will offer for sale at
public auction to the
highest bidder for cash
the following aban-
doned motor vehicle
2016 Hyundai Veloster

Vin# KMHTC6AD-
7GU297999 The public
auction will be held at
Thacker Towing 927
5th Ave NE Attalla AL
35954 at 10:00am on
4/10/2026

The Seller shall have
a right to reject any bid
that is unreasonably
low. The seller express-
ly reserves the right to
bid and purchase at the
public auction.

March 6 and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC AUCTION
OF ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE
that Thacker Towing will
offer for sale at public
auction to the highest
bidder for cash the fol-
lowing abandoned mo-
tor vehicle 2003 Chevy
Tahoe Vin # 1GNEC-
13273J276064 The
public auction will be
held at Thacker Towing
927 5th Ave NE Attalla
AL 35954 at 10:00am
on 4/10/2026

The Seller shall have
a right to reject any bid
that is unreasonably
low. The seller express-
ly reserves the right to
bid and purchase at the
public auction.

March 6 and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described abandoned
vehicle(s) on April 13,
2026 at 10:00 a.m.

1994 Ford Mustang
White

VIN: 1FAL-
P4446RF143404

UNI AUTOMOTIVE
GROUP, LLC

2501 3rd Street SW
Attalla AL. 35954
256-538-6600

March 6 and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described abandoned
vehicle(s) on April 16,
2026.

2005 Dodge Caravan
Blue
VIN:
P45R75B318320

1D4G-

UNI AUTOMOTIVE
GROUP, LLC

2501 3rd Street SW
Attalla AL. 35954
256-538-6600

March 6 and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC AUCTION OF
ABANDONED
VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE
that Matt's Towing will
offer for sale at public
auction to the highest
bidder for cash the fol-
lowing abandoned mo-
tor vehicle 2020 Dodge
Charger . Vin #2C3CDX-
BG4LH144630 The
public auction will be
held at Matt's Towing
927 B 5th Ave NE Attalla
AL 35954 at 10:00am on
4/24/2026

The Seller shall have
a right to reject any bid
that is unreasonably
low. The seller express-
ly reserves the right to
bid and purchase at the
public auction.

March 6 and 13, 2026

A BILL TO BE
ENTITLED AN ACT

STATE OF ALABAMA,
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that a bill substan-
tially as follows will be
introduced in the 2026
Regular Session of the
Legislature of Alabama
and application for its
passage and enactment

will be made:

ABILL TO BE
ENTITLEDAN ACT
Relating to Etowah

County; to extend the
number of continuous
days that lodging must
be supplied before the
lodging tax no longer
applies; and to make
nonsubstantive, techni-
cal revisions to update
existing code language
to current style.

BE IT ENACTED BY
THE LEGISLATURE OF
ALABAMA:

Section 1. Section 45-
28-91.02, Code of Ala-
bama 1975, is amended
to read as follows:
§45-28-91.02

(1) Beginning Octo-
ber 1,—2646,2026, the
first four hundred nine-
ty-one thousand dollars
($491,000) of the annual
proceeds of any lodging

tax due Etowah Coun-
ty pursuant to Section
45-28-243, Section 45-
28-243.01, or any other
lodging tax payable to
the county shall be paid
into the county treasury
to be distributed to the
Etowah County Tour-
ism Board established
by this part to be used
to carry out the purpos-
es of this part. The re-
maining portion of the
proceeds shall be dis-
tributed to the Etowah
County Mega Sports
Complex Authority

(2) Notwithstanding

any provision of Sec-
tion 45-28-243 or Sec-
tion 45-28-243.01, the
lodging taxes levied by
Section 45-28-243 and
Section  45-28-243.01
shall not apply to rooms,
lodgings, or accommo-
dations supplied for a
period of 36180 continu-
ous days or more in any
place.”

Section 2. This act shall
become effective on Oc-
tober 1, 2026.

February 27, March 6
and 13, 2026

ABILL TO BE
ENTITLED AN ACT

STATE OF ALABAMA,
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that a bill substan-
tially as follows will be
introduced in the 2026
Regular Session of the
Legislature of Alabama
and application for its
passage and enactment

will be made:

ABILLTO BE
ENTITLED AN ACT
Relating to Etowah

County; to amend Sec-
tion 45-28-243, Code
of Alabama 1975; to
increase the amount of
time necessary for ac-
commodations supplied
to be exempt from priv-
ilege and license tax in
the county.

BE IT ENACTED BY
THE LEGISLATURE OF
ALABAMA:

Section 1. Section 45-
28-243 of the Code
of Alabama 1975, is
amended to read as fol-
lows:

“§45-28-243

(a) In Etowah County,
there is hereby levied
and imposed, in addi-
tion to all other taxes of
every kind now imposed
by law, a privilege or li-
cense tax upon every
person, firm, or corpo-
ration engaging in the
business of renting or

furnishing any room
or rooms, lodging, or
accommodations to

transients in any hotel,
motel, inn, tourist camp,
tourist cabin, or any oth-
er place in which rooms,
lodgings, or accommo-
dations are regularly
furnished to transients
for a consideration, in an
amount of two percent
of the charge for such
room, rooms, lodgings,
or accommodations, in-
cluding the charge for
use or rental of personal
property and services
furnished in suenr the
room. There is exempt-
ed from the tax levied
under this section any
taxes on rentals or ser-
vices under Division 1,
commencing with Sec-
tion 40-23-1, of Article
1, Chapter 23, Title 40.
The tax shall not apply
to rooms, lodgings, or
accommodations  sup-
plied for a period of 36
180 continuous days or
more in any place.

(b) Municipal privilege
license taxes which are
levied and collected
by the application of a
flat percentage rate on
gross sales or gross re-
ceipts from sales, and
which are passed on
directly by the licens-
ee-seller to the purchas-
er-consumer or user
shall be excluded from
gross sales or gross re-
ceipts, as-the—case-may
be, in the computation
of the tax herein levied
in this section.

(c) The tax herein levied
in_this section shall be
collected in the same
manner as the state
lodgings tax as provided
in Chapter 26, Title 405
and shall be addition-
al thereto; and the net
proceeds thereof-of the
tax_shall be payable to
the county general fund
for the purposes en of
promoting tourism and
beautification. Stek The
funds shall be used as
follows: Fifty percent for
the support and promo-
tion of tourism and fifty
50 percent for the sup-
port and promotion of
beautification and ecolo-
gy as determined by the
resolutions of the Clean
and Beautiful Commu-
nity Commission and
the  Gadsden-Etowah
County Tourism Board.
The State Department

of Revenue shall—pre-
mitgate—stueh  adopt
rules antd—regttations
and provide steh—forms
and instructions as are
necessary to implement
this section.”

Section 2. This act shall
become effective on Oc-
tober 1, 2026.

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

A BILL TO BE
ENTITLED AN ACT

STATE OF ALABAMA,
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that a bill substan-
tially as follows will be
introduced inthe 2026
Regular Session of the
Legislature of Alabama
and application for its
passage and enactment

will be made:

ABILL TO BE
ENTITLEDAN ACT
Relating to Etowah

County; to amend Sec-
tion 45-28-121, Code
of Alabama 1975, to
provide further for the
membership of the per-
sonnel board.

BE IT ENACTED BY
THE LEGISLATURE OF
ALABAMA:

Section 1. Section 45-
28-121 of the Code
of Alabama 1975, is
amended to read as fol-
lows:

“§45-28-121

(a) In Etowah County,
there is—hereby creat-
ed and established a
personnel department
for the government and
control of all employees
and appointees holding
positions in the clas-
sified service, as de-
fined in Section 45-28-
121.03.

(b)(1) The personnel de-
partment shall consist of
a personnel board and a
personnel director. The
personnel board shall
consist of five members.
Fhree-members—shattbe
appointed—for-a—term—of
six—years—each—as—fol~
edby

a. Upon the term of the
member who is a joint
appointee of the_judge
of probate judge and
the sheriff of the coun-
ty: one to be expiring
on September 30, 2028,
one _member appointed
by the judge of probate.

b. Upon the term of the
member appointed by
the county commisgionf

as—expiring on Septem-
ber 30, 2030, one mem-
ber appointed by the
county commission up-
on the recommendation
of the county engineer.

c. Upon the term of the
member who is a joint
appointee of the coun-
ty tax assessor and the
county tax collector;

expiring on September
30, 2026, one member

appointed by the reve-
nue commissioner.

d. Upon the term of
the _member appointed
by the President of the
Etowah County Cham-
ber of Commerce:—and
one—member—shat—be
appointed—annuatly ex-
piring on September
30, 2026, one member
appointed by the coun-
ty commission upon the
recommendation of the
chief administrative of-
ficer.

e. Upon the term of
the member appointed
by the President of the
Etowah County Labor

Council  expiring __on
September 30, 2026,

one _member appointed
by the President of the
Northeast Alabama La-
bor Council.

(2) Subsequent terms
on the board shall be for
four years and shall be-

gin on October 1.

(c) The members of the
board shall be qualified
electors of the coun-
ty. No person shall be
appointed to the board
who holds any salaried
public office or employ-
ment with the county,
nor shall any member,
while a member of the

board or for a period
of one year after he or
she has ceased to be a
member, be eligible for
appointment to any sal-
aried office or employ-
ment in the service of
the county or any coun-
ty elective office.

(d) For regular meetings
of the board or special
hearings or meetings
of the board relating to
a pending disciplinary
action, each member
shall receive sixty dol-
lars ($60) per diem, not
to exceed one hundred
eighty dollars ($180)
per month paid from the
county treasury, and the
chair shall receive sev-
enty-five dollars ($75)
per diem, not to exceed
two hundred twen-
ty-five dollars ($225)
per month paid from the
county treasury.”
Section 2. This act shall
become effective on Ju-
ly 1, 2026.

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

A BILL TO BE
ENTITLED AN ACT

STATE OF ALABAMA,
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that a bill substan-
tially as follows will be
introduced in the 2026
Regular Session of the
Legislature of Alabama
and application for its
passage and enactment

will be made:

ABILLTO BE
ENTITLED AN ACT
Relating to Etowah
County; to repeal Sec-
tions 45-28-120, 45-

28-140, 45-28-160, and
45-28-220, Code of Al-
abama 1975, as obso-
lete.

BE IT ENACTED BY
THE LEGISLATURE OF
ALABAMA:

Section 1. (a) Section
45-28-120, Code of Al-
abama 1975, requiring
Etowah County to pay
health insurance premi-
ums of laid-off employ-
ees, is repealed.

(b) Section 45-28-140,
Code of Alabama 1975,
authorizing the county
commission, by reso-
lution, to allow certain
charitable and volunteer
organizations to have
equipment

repaired and to pur-
chase gasoline or motor
fuel from the county at
cost, is repealed.

(c) Section 45-28-160,
Code of Alabama 1975,
authorizing any county
officer or person desig-
nated to draw warrants
or checks on the county
treasury to use mechan-
ical or facsimile devices
for signatures on war-
rants or checks, is re-
pealed.

(d) Section 45-28-220,
Code of Alabama 1975,
requiring every appli-
cant for a license to hold
a public concert or oth-
er event to have written
prior approval from the
Etowah

CountyCommission
two weeks before the
date of the event, is re-
pealed.

Section 2. This act shall
become effective on Oc-
tober 1, 2026.

February 27, March 6,
and 13, 2026

NOTICE OF
FINDING OF NO
SIGNFICANT IMPACT
AND NOTICE OF
INTENT TO REQUEST
RELEASE OF FUNDS

March 6, 2026

City of Gadsden
CDBG Program Office
90 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
256-549-4532

These notices shall sat-
isfy two separate but
related procedural re-
quirements for activities
to be undertaken by the
City of Gadsden.

REQUEST FOR
RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about Friday,
March 27, 2026, the City
of Gadsden will submit
a request to the Depart-
ment of Housing and
Development (HUD) for
the release of Commu-
nity Development Block
Grant funds, as autho-
rized by Title | of the
Housing and Housing
and Community Devel-
opment Act of 1974,
Public Law 93-383, as
amended 42 U.S.C. §
5301 et seq. and pursu-
ant to the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended, 42
U.S.C. § 4321, et seq.,
to undertake The pro-
posed project includes
the acquisition of 3.56
acres by the Alabama
Department of Trans-
portation (ALDOT) from

the Starnes Park Hous-
ing Development prop-
erty. No construction or
ground disturbance will
occur during the acqui-
sition; however, ALDOT
proposes to construct
a portion of the East
Gadsden Connector on
the acres acquired from
the housing develop-
ment. This project will
utilize State of Alabama
DOT funding only and
will not utilize any HUD
CDBG funding.
FINDING OF NO SIG-
NIFICANT IMPACT

The City of Gadsden
has determined that the
project will have no sig-
nificant impact on the
human environment.
Therefore, an Environ-
mental Impact State-
ment under the National
Environmental  Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA) is
not required. Addition-
al project information is
contained in the Envi-
ronmental Review Re-
cord (ERR) on file at the
City of Gadsden CDBG
Program Office locat-
ed at 90 Broad Street,
Gadsden, AL 35901.
The file will be made
available electronically,
upon request, by con-
tacting Angie Reaves
at areaves@cityofgads-
den.com.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group,
or agency may submit
written comments on
the ERR to the City of
Gadsden CDBG Pro-
gram Office located at
90 Broad Street, Gads-
den, AL 35901. Al
comments received by
Thursday, March 26,
2026 will be considered
by the City of Gadsden
prior to authorizing sub-
mission of a request for
release of funds. Com-
ments should specify
which Notice they are
addressing.
ENVIRONMENTAL
CERTIFICATION

The City of Gadsden
certifies to HUD/Ala-
bama that its Certifying
Officer consents to ac-
cept the jurisdiction of
the Federal Courts if an
action is brought to en-
force responsibilities in
relation to the environ-
mental review process
and that these respon-
sibilities have been sat-
isfied. HUD’s Alabama
approval of the certifica-
tion satisfies its respon-
sibilities under NEPA
and related laws and
authorities and allows
the City of Gadsden to
use Program funds.
OBJECTIONS TO RE-
LEASE OF FUNDS
HUD will accept ob-
jections to its release
of fund and the City of
Gadsden’s certification
for a period of fifteen
days following the antic-
ipated submission date
or its actual receipt of
the request (whichever
is later) only if they are
on one of the following
bases: (a) the certifica-
tion was not executed
by the Certifying Officer
of the City of Gadsden;
(b) the City of Gadsden
has omitted a step or
failed to make a deci-
sion or finding required
by HUD regulations at
24 CFR part 58; (c) the
grant recipient or oth-
er participants in the
development  process
have committed funds,
incurred costs or un-
dertaken activities not
authorized by 24 CFR
Part 58 before approv-
al of a release of funds
by HUD; or (d) another
Federal agency acting
pursuant to 40 CFR Part
1504 has submitted a
written finding that the
project is unsatisfacto-
ry from the standpoint
of environmental quali-
ty. Objections must be
prepared and submitted
in accordance with the
required procedures
(24 CFR Part 58, Sec.
58.76) and shall be ad-
dressed to HUD/State
of Alabama Office of
Community Planning
and Development The
Plaza, 417 20th Street,
North, Suite 700, Bir-
mingham, AL 35203.
Potential objectors
should contact HUD to
verify the actual last day
of the objection period.

Craig Ford

City of Gadsden Mayor/
Certifying Officer

90 Broad Street, Gads-
den, AL 35901
256-549-4646
bperkins@cityofgads-
den.com

March 6, 2026
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CLANSNIFIEDS

SERVICES

APPLIANCE REPAIR:
Prompt local service
available for appliance
repair. Wash-er/Dryer,
Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs.
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule
your appointment now!
1-877-441-0132

SELLING a RV, Tractor
or Golf Cart? ADVER-
TISE STATEWIDE or
by region in over 100
Newspapers, reaching
over 1 million readers
each week! Run your

ad in our Classified
Network for just $210
per week! Make one
call to this newspaper
(partici-pating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or
call 1-800-264-7043 to
find out how easy it is
to ad-vertise statewide!

BEAUTIFUL BATH
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and
shower systems at

AFFORDABLE PRIC-

ES! Lifetime warranty

& professional installs.

Call Now! 1-833-770-
0326

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small
amount of water can
lead to major damage
in your home. Our
trusted professionals
dry out the wet area
and do repairs to
protect your family and
your home’s value!
If you have water in
your home that needs
to be dried, Call 24/7:
1-833-879-1371 Have
zip code of service
lo-cation ready when
you call!

We Buy Houses
for Cash AS IS! No
repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-
385-7131

Consumer Cellular
- the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and
activation is free. All
plans feature unlim-ited
talk and text, starting
at just $20/month. For
more information, call
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call
1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices!
50 Pill Special - Only

$99! 100% guaranteed.

CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6606

FOR SALE

FIREARMS AUC-
TION LIVE, ONLINE
& PHONE BIDDING
March 14th @ 10am

Mili-tary, Modern,

Sporting & Classic
Firearms www.mon-

troseauction.com 478-
376-4559 Greensboro,
GA GAL2006

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your
service, call now for a

free quote and see how

much you can save!
1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today to
schedule a FREE

in-home estimate on

Carpet-ing & Flooring.

Call Today! 1-833-641-
6567

No more cleaning
out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is the
most advanced gutter

pro-tection for your

home, backed by a
no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable
war-ranty. Call today

1-833-683-2005 to
schedule a FREE in-

spection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Plus get
20% off! Seniors and
military save an addi-

tional 10%. Restrictions
apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and

offer details

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Gen-
erac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 7-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase* Call 1-877-
323-5516 to-day to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real
dental insurance -
NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit
with all the details!
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed

ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

to last a life-time!
Limited Time Offer up
to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military,
health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-833-

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to
support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup

955-3163 and receive a top tax
- deduction! Call Veteran
AUTOMOTIVE Car Donations at

1-877-724-3049 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED

CAR??? DONATE

IT TO PATRIOTIC

HEARTS. Fast free

pick up. Patriotic

Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or

start their own busi

SURPLUS ITEMS

Gadsden State Community College
will now be selling all Surplus items on

Anyone interested in purchasing can go to Govdeals.com,
register as a bidder, type in
Gadsden State Community College
in the search engine and view all the items we have for sale.

Govdeals.com.

All items are sold As is.

FREE MAMMOGRAMS AND
PAP TESTS

STOP

Elder Abuse,
Neglect &
Exploitation

with FREE CANCER TREATMENT AVAILABLE
TO ELIGIBLE WOMEN
* Breast Cancer Screenings 40-64 yrs old
* Cervical Cancer Screenings 21-64 yrs old

DON'T DELAY . .
DO IT FOR YOURSELF b bm'tageport to the
DO IT FOR YOUR FAMILY abama Department

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

AN

RESOURCES

of Human Resources
Adult Protective
Services Division

For a referral or more information go to:
www.alabamapublichealth.gov/bandc
scan the QR Code below,
or contact the hotline: 1-877-252-3324

iy
JIEGIN

Program of Alabama

FOSTER
CARE

1-800-458-7214

Q 1-800-458-7214

i‘@_i_ aps@dhr.alabama.gov
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we have life insurance.
SO you can enjoy all
of life’s moments.

simple human sense

FORD

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Fl
-

1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden AL
256-413-7611
cfordinsurance.com

Auto-Owners

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
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- DEALS
DAYS

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS}D

COUPON EFFECTIVE
MARCH 6 -
MARCH 7

CERTIFIED .
ANGUS BEEF
_‘ﬂm

GROUND
 BEEF CHUCK

DIETITIAN’S

California

PLSelz Mandarins
5Lb.

99

With Card

White chunk&- |
chicken
"y, breast
Selected Varieties, Food Club Chunk White
or Shredded Chlcken (10-12.50z.) or

Duke’s Mayonnaise

300z.

99

With Card

Selected Varieties

Coffee mate
Creamer

28-32 0z.

99

With Card

Selected Varieties

Funables
Egtuit Snacks 3/$ 5

Selected Varieties, New York Texas Toast
(10.5-11.250z.), Crescents Cinnamon Rolls or

Pillsbury Grands!
8BC!scults 2/$ 5

Selected Varieties

Food Club
Shredded Cheese

320z.

COUPON
EFFECTIVE
MARCHG-

MARCH7

99

With Card

<>
S

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at %2 price if single
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities
and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2026 K-VA-T Food
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP.
CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 3 TIMES IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Ground Chuck Roll
Certified Angus Beef, 3 Lb.

ValuCard Price......ccccoueenee. 14.99

Digital Coupon................... 3.00
FINAL
PRICE WITH 9 9
COUPON With Card

¥ DIETITIAN’S

PICK
v

Basket & Bushel
Jumbo Baking
Potatoes

99

With Card

Baked Fresh In-Store
Chocolate
Chip Cookies

Dozen

99

With Card

Selected Varieties
Klondike Ice Cream Bars (4-6 Ct.) or

Breyers Ice Cream

48 Oz.

99

With Card

Selected Varieties

Terry’s Snacks

7.5-13 0z.

Selected Varieties

POWERADE

8 Pk., 20 Oz. Btls.

4

When you buy 2 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are
6.99 each. Limit 1 transaction (2 total items). Discount applied
as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

Selected Varieties

Little Debbie
Snack Cakes

9.8-16.2 Oz.

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS&"

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP.

Dietz & Watson

Black Forest Ham
Selected Varieties, Per Lb.

ValuCard Price.....ccoeeeeeeeeiererenranne 10.99
DS O G — -3.00
FINAL
PRICE WITH wgmgd
COUPON

Foop) dary.

Limit 1 transaction per item per ValuCard per day.
Discount taken as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

Selected Varieties

Goldminer Bread

24 0z.

N

=

OVER $104
IN SAVINGS

WHILE
SUPPLIES
LAST.

99

With Card

Sliced, Hometown Original

Smithfield Bacon

22 0z.

99

With Card

Frozen, Selected Varieties
Uncrustables (4 Ct.) or

E 20 Waffles
8.4-148 Oz.

Frozen, Selected Varieties
Hungry-Man Dinners (14-16 Oz.) or

Lean Cuisine
Dinners

5.25-11.50z.

Selected Varieties, Frito-Lay Multi-Pack
Chips (8-12 Ct.) or Frozen

Food Club Chicken

26-32 0z.

SSPIC
WD (A,

2/35

2/3 5

99

With Card

aTEN

LIGHT TUnn,

Selected Varieties

Chicken of
the Sea Tuna

2.50z. Pouch or 5 0z. Can

SPRING
WATER

(3 NO LEAKS - NO ODORS '

cegRsiTG .

Selected Varieties

Hartz 3XL
Dog Pads

30 Ct.

COUPON
EFFECTIVE
MARCH 6-

MARCH 7

HAtbantic

TOTAL ITEMS

25

With Card

Selected Varieties

Coca-Cola
Products

6 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.

When you buy 4 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities
are 8.99 each. Limit 1 transaction (4 total items).
Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

I BN

TISAGE
SAUS&TS

12 ShACK size 22—
SANDWICHES '=rc

Selected Varieties

Swaggerty’s
Blscuﬁs 99
16.3-19.2 0z.

Selected Varieties

Betty Crocker
flglcltlt Snacks 2/$ 5

Thied
Dum

Frozen, Selected Varieties, Healthy Choice Power Bowls
(9-9.75 0z.), Marie Callender 's Pot Pie (10 Oz.) or

Dolly Parton
Entrees 5

11-12 Oz.

“LUE SIZE

—
Value;ifze

Coffee mate

Powder 99
35.30z.

ﬁ CRUNCHY ﬂ

©

Selected Varieties, Food Club Fruit Bowls
(4 Pk.), General M|lls Cereal Bars (8 Ct.) or

Nature Valley
Granola Bars

12 Ct.

99

With Card

Selected Varieties, Persil Discs (32-42 Ct.) or
Persil Liquid
Laundry

Detergent 1

100 Oz.

99

With Card

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS}b;

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP.

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 4X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

SALION

2FIL

LETS

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901

Frozen, Selected Varieties,
Morey’s Fish (8-10 Oz.) or

SeaPack Shrimp

8.2-20 Oz.
ValuCard Price......ceueeievreneneneneeeennans 6.99
Digital Coupon.........ceeueeeuvervurennennns -2.00
FINAL
PRICE WITH ngcgm
COUPON

SALE DATES: FRI., MARCH 6 -
SAT., MARCH 7, 2026

www.foodcity.com

f ©) X @FoodCity
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