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Zyan Gibson (left) and 
Ty Sims (right), student 
athletes at Gadsden City 
High, recently signed to 
colleges.
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Hokes Bluff’s basketball 
teams tallied up some 
big mileage earlier in the 
week as they traveled on 
both Monday and Tues-
day to Boaz and Geral-
dine.
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Coosa Christian Football 
(12-2) will face off against 
Lanett at Protective Sta-
dium in Birmingham at 3 
p.m.

 Submitted photo

DR. ALAN COSBY

Cosby announces retirement at December meeting
By Karla McArthur

Correspondent

The Etowah County Board of 
Education held its monthly meet-
ing Dec. 2 at 5 p.m., recognizing 
outstanding achievements and ap-
proving several district initiatives 
and personnel actions.

Board President Jay Freeman 
called the meeting to order, and 
Vice Chair Tim Womack opened 
with prayer.

Superintendent Dr. Alan Cosby 
welcomed attendees and recog-
nized Gadsden Regional Medical 
Center CEO Michael Hall, CFO 

Candy Garmany, Marketing Direc-
tor Will Mackey and COO Brandon 
Nelson. Their team and hospital, 
serving as Kindness Council mem-
bers of the 501(c)(3) charity neigh-
borhood bridges, donated supply 
backpacks to all school nurses in 
the system.

Etowah County Lead Nurse 
Dawnya Duke and Jennifer Mc-
Griff, executive director of neigh-
borhood bridges of Etowah Coun-
ty, emphasized the importance of 
nurses being prepared on the go 
as first responders. Cosby praised 
the county’s school nurses, calling 
them “unsung heroes.”

The board approved minutes 
from the Nov. 7 meeting. Ques-
tions may be directed to board sec-
retary Monica Snead.

Chief School Financial Officer 
Susan Bishop presented financial 
statements showing an unreserved 
fund balance 3.83 months as of 
Oct. 25, 2025. The board unani-
mously approved the budget anal-
ysis.

Board meeting dates for 2026 
were unanimously approved on a 
motion by board member Danny 
Golden and seconded by member 
Tim Langdale.

Revisions to the federal pro-

grams policy, updated job descrip-
tions for the director of student 
services, counseling and account-
ability, and director of academic 
support services were all approved 
unanimously on motions by Wom-
ack and Golden.

During recognitions, Sardis 
Middle School Assistant Princi-
pal Clint Brannon was honored 
as District 6 Assistant Principal 
of the Year. SMS Principal Chris 
Royal praised Brannon’s role in 
initiatives that helped increase 
the school’s academic report card 
score by 10 points.
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Emblem opening a new branch in Rainbow City
Emblem Credit Union is proud to an-

nounce the purchase of the former Wells 
Fargo building on Rainbow Drive as 
part of their continued commitment to 
growth. The property will undergo a 
complete renovation to create a branch 
that blends modern convenience with a 
strong sense of community. While reno-
vations will begin soon, a specific time-

line for opening has not yet been final-
ized.

This major project underscores Em-
blem’s dedication to expanding access 
and enhancing member experience. In 
addition to this new branch, Emblem 
has broadened its footprint by adding 
five new counties. Now serving Etowah, 
Blount, Calhoun, Cherokee, Cleburne, 

DeKalb, Marshall, Morgan, St. Clair, 
and Talladega counties, this expansion 
doubles their reach and positions Em-
blem as a leading financial partner for 
communities across Alabama.

“The decision by Emblem Credit 
Union to locate in Rainbow City marks 
another important step in our commu-
nity’s forward momentum,” said Joe 

Taylor, Mayor of Rainbow City, “This 
new location will become a vital part of 
our aggressively growing city, providing 
residents and businesses with convenient 
financial services while strengthening 
the economic foundation that continues 
to set Rainbow City apart. We proudly 
welcome Emblem Credit Union to the 
City of Promise.”

John Jones Elementary celebrates state report card
By Karla McArthur

Correspondent

Faculty, staff and students at John S. Jones Elementary 
School celebrated their exceptional state report card score 
of 97 with a schoolwide event.

Principal Jenny Ryals said several teachers asked to 
recognize the 67th day of school because of a “six-seven” 
trend among students. “We decided to build off of that, and 
our faculty and staff took the vision and ran with it,” Ryals 
said. “What’s better than 67…97!”

The celebration included confetti, a balloon drop and 
cake. Each grade-level faculty team also chose a walkout 
song as they took a victory lap in front of the student body. 
Ryals said the child nutrition program, custodial, resource 
and support staff joined in as well.

“True academic excellence is a full school culture,” she 
said. “All of our faculty and staff are part of the success at 
John S. Jones, so we made sure everyone was part of the 
celebration.”

Ryals said the school has a decades-long record of aca-
demic excellence. “We have always been a leader in our 
school system and in Etowah County at large,” she said.

According to Ryals, the school spent last year restructur-
ing its Professional Learning Communities to strengthen 
teachers’ understanding of grade-level state standards. “We 
have been very purposeful in both identifying essential 
standards and breaking them down to better understand the 
skill sets each standard encompasses,” she said. “This al-
lows us to pinpoint student mastery and better remediate 
and enrich learning at individual levels.”
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December is a leading month for U.S. home fires
The holiday season is often touted as 

the most wonderful time of year, but it 
also presents an increased risk of home 
fires. According to the National Fire Pro-
tection Association (NFPA), December is 
a leading month for U.S. home fires, with 
Christmas Day and Christmas Eve repre-
senting the second- and third-leading days 
of the year for home cooking fires, respec-
tively, in 2024.

“Many of the activities we engage in 
during the holiday season reflect leading 
causes of home fires, which explains why 
we consistently see the number of home 
fires climb at this time of year,” said Lor-
raine Carli, vice president of Outreach 
and Advocacy at NFPA.

While cooking significantly contributes 

to the increased risk of home fires during 
the holiday season, other contributing fac-
tors include Christmas trees in the home, 
the use of holiday decorations, particu-
larly those involving candles or electrical 
lighting, and the use of heating equip-
ment.

NFPA’s latest statistics (annual aver-
ages between 2020 and 2024) underscore 
the factors that collectively contribute to 
the December spike in home fires:

Cooking
Cooking is a leading cause of reported 

U.S. home fires, home fire injuries, and 
deaths. An estimated 48 percent of home 
structure fires, 35 percent of home fire in-
juries, and 16 percent of home fire deaths 
involved kitchen and cooking equipment. 

Unattended equipment is a factor in an 
estimated one-quarter (25 percent) of 
reported home cooking fires and nearly 
half (43 percent) of the associated deaths. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for home 
cooking fires, followed by Christmas Day 
and Christmas Eve.

Heating
Heating equipment is another leading 

cause of U.S. home fires with nearly half 
(46 percent) of all home heating fires oc-
curring from December through February. 
Space heaters and heating stoves were the 
type of heating equipment responsible for 
the largest shares of home heating equip-
ment fires, accounting for nearly half 
(47 percent) of the fires, seven out of 10 
deaths (73 percent), and seven out of 10 

injuries (70 percent). 
Holiday Decorations
U.S. fire departments responded to an 

estimated 835 home structure fires that 
began with decorations (excluding Christ-
mas trees), resulting in three civilian fire 
deaths, 29 civilian fire injuries and $18 
million in direct property damage. Nearly 
half (47 percent) of these fires occurred 
because the decorations were too close to 
a heat source, such as a candle or other 
heat-producing equipment. Candle fires 
peak in December and January; 12 per-
cent of candle fires occur in December 
and 10 percent occur in January.

Christmas Trees

Home fires - page A3
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St. James student earns spot in 2026 All-State Choir
By Karla McArthur

Correspondent

Congratulations are in order for 
13-year-old St. James Catholic School 
student Claire Sullivan, who was se-
lected for the Alabama Vocal Associa-
tion’s 2026 All-State Choir.

Sullivan is a member of the Gads-
den Youth Chorus and the St. James 
Church Angels’ Voices Choir. Her 
mother, Alicia Sullivan, said Claire 
has been singing since she could talk.

“She would belt out ‘Let It Go’ from 
Frozen as a toddler,” her mother said.

Claire began formal music train-
ing at St. James with music teacher 
Richey Holcomb, who taught her to 
recognize notes and rhythms and en-
couraged her passion for music. She 
continued her development at the 
Gadsden Youth Chorus under direc-
tors Gina Garmon and Lana Cornutt 
at the Mary G. Hardin Center for Cul-
tural Arts.

Sullivan became interested in au-
ditioning for All-State after her GYC 

directors mentioned upcoming tryouts 
in class. “I was excited, and my mom 
signed me up for it,” she said. “Mrs. 
Garmon helped me practice my songs 
so that I could do my best in the audi-
tion.”

Sullivan began cantoring at school 
Masses in third grade and earned her 
first solo as a fourth grader in the St. 
James Christmas musical. She has 
since performed in numerous music 
and theater productions with Ala-
bama Repertory Theatre and Theatre 
of Gadsden. She was recently cast as 
King Julien in Madagascar the Mu-
sical Jr., which will be performed in 
January.

Outside of music, Sullivan is cap-
tain of the St. James Middle School 
Scholar’s Bowl team, president of 
the Beta Club and a member of the 
BamaRep Kidz theater troupe.

Earning a place in the All-State 
Choir will give Sullivan the oppor-
tunity to perform alongside students 
from across Alabama.

Sullivan said she plans to continue 

practicing the music she has been as-
signed and refining her vocals and 
breathing techniques. “This way, I can 
sing longer and louder,” she said.

Sullivan expressed gratitude for 
Holcomb, as well as theater coach-
es Sarah Crow and Will Thomas at 
BamaRep Kidz. She said their dedica-
tion inspired her love for performing. 
She also credited Garmon and Cornutt 
for helping her improve as a vocalist.

“I am also thankful for my directors 
at St. James Catholic Church, Becky 
Barnes and Sunita Graves, who have 
given me several opportunities to sing 
more at church so I can share my tal-
ents with my faith community,” Sul-
livan said.

Upcoming performances include:
Dec. 17 — A Lamb’s Tale (St. 

James Christmas musical)
Jan. 4 — St. James Epiphany Can-

tata
Jan. 23–25 — Madagascar Jr. (also 

a competition piece to be performed 
again at the Alabama Youth Theater 
Experience on the weekend of Feb. 6)

Challenger Center launches “Sojourner Campaign”
The Challenger Learning Cen-

ter of Northeast Alabama has 
launched its Sojourner Campaign, 
a month-long opportunity for 
community members, businesses 
and supporters of STEM educa-
tion to make a lasting impact on 
the region’s future workforce.

Through Dec. 31, 2025, the So-
journer Campaign invites donors 
to give at any level to support 
high-quality STEM program-
ming, immersive space-mission 
simulations and hands-on learn-
ing experiences that introduce 
students across northeast Ala-
bama to in-demand career path-

ways.
Named in honor of NASA’s So-

journer rover — the first robotic 
explorer to operate on the surface 
of Mars — the campaign symbol-
izes courage, discovery and the 
power of taking bold first steps.

“Every contribution made 
during the Sojourner Campaign 
strengthens our mission to inspire 
the next generation of scientists, 
engineers and innovators,” said 
Tony Smith, chairman of the 
board of directors. “This is more 
than a fundraiser — it’s an invest-
ment in the future workforce and 
economic vitality of our region.”

As a special tribute to those 
who give by Dec. 31, 2025, all 
Sojourner donors will be perma-
nently recognized on the Sojourn-
er Wall inside the Challenger 
Learning Center. This recognition 
opportunity is limited to partici-
pants in the inaugural campaign.

Funds raised will directly sup-
port:

Immersive simulated space 
missions aligned with Alabama 
academic standards

Workforce-pipeline initiatives 
that introduce students to engi-
neering, aerospace, computer sci-
ence and emerging technologies

Expanded programming that 
reaches underserved and rural 
communities

Equipment, technology and 
curriculum enhancements that 
elevate STEM experiences for all 
learners

The Challenger Learning 
Center encourages individuals, 
families and organizations across 
northeast Alabama to join this 
mission of discovery, innovation 
and long-term community im-
pact.

How to Give
Donations can be made online 

throughout December through the 

Community Foundation of North-
east Alabama.

About the Challenger Learn-
ing Center of Northeast Alabama

The Challenger Learning Cen-
ter of Northeast Alabama pro-
vides dynamic, hands-on STEM 
education through space-themed 
simulations and programs de-
signed to ignite curiosity, build 
teamwork and inspire future ca-
reers. The center serves students, 
educators and community partici-
pants across the region, helping 
build a stronger, more prepared 
workforce for tomorrow’s econ-
omy.

JSU mourns passing of trustee emeritus Bob Kennamer
Jacksonville State University is mourning 

the loss of Bob Kennamer, Trustee Emeritus, 
alumnus, and one of the most dedicated ser-
vants in the university's history. Kennamer 
passed away Sunday morning, leaving be-
hind a legacy shaped by leadership, loyalty, 
and an unparalleled devotion to the institu-
tion he cherished for nearly seven decades.

Kennamer enrolled at Jacksonville State 
in September 1955, attending what was then 
Jacksonville State Teachers College. As a 
student, he quickly became known for his 
initiative and involvement on campus, serv-
ing as Vice President and President of the 
Student Government Association and as a 
proud member of Pi Kappa Phi fraternity.

During his term as SGA President, he led 
the fundraising effort that re-established Jax 
State's baseball program, securing the equip-
ment needed for Coach Frank Lovrich and 
his student-athletes to return to the field. He 
graduated in 1958 with a bachelor's degree 
in business administration and later became 

the university's first single male dorm direc-
tor while beginning graduate studies.

"Bob Kennamer truly loved Jacksonville 
State. You could see it in the way he support-
ed our students, our programs, and the peo-
ple who make this place special," said Jax 
State President Dr. Don C. Killingsworth, Jr. 
"He devoted his life to serving this univer-
sity and the people who make it special. For 
decades, he gave his time, his energy, and 
his wisdom to help guide Jax State through 
times of challenge and times of tremendous 
growth. To me, he wasn't just a trusted lead-
er-he was a dear friend. The impact of his 
service will be felt for generations, and we 
are a better university because of the life he 
lived."

After a successful career in insurance and 
real estate development, Kennamer contin-
ued to demonstrate the same dedication to 
service that defined his time as a student. In 
1980, he was appointed to the Jacksonville 
State University Board of Trustees, where 

he served for more than 26 years. Through-
out that time, he provided steady, thoughtful 
leadership as the university experienced sig-
nificant growth and change. He also served 
on the JSU Foundation Board as a founding 
member and on the SouthTrust Bank Board 
of Directors. His counsel remained invalu-
able long after he was named Trustee Emeri-
tus.

Kennamer's commitment to Jackson-
ville State extended well beyond his years 
on the Board. He remained deeply engaged 
in the life of the university, offering ad-
vice, supporting key initiatives, and help-
ing strengthen programs across campus. He 
and his late wife, Lou, played an enduring 
role in expanding opportunities for students 
and enhancing the overall Jax State experi-
ence. In recognition of their dedication, the 
university honored them with the naming of 
Bob and Lou Kennamer Hall, and in 2006, 
Kennamer received an honorary doctorate 
from Jacksonville State University.

In 2009, Jax State Athletics honored Bob 
and Lou Kennamer with the Jimmy Bryan 
Award, recognizing their decades of dedica-
tion to Gamecock student-athletes. He was 
also a member of the university's Lifetime 
Leaders Society, reflecting a lifetime of in-
volvement and service.

For all his accomplishments, it is his 
kindness, loyalty, and genuine care for oth-
ers that the Jax State family will remember 
most. Generations of students, faculty, staff, 
coaches, and alumni were impacted by his 
encouragement and by the example he set.

As the Jax State family grieves this pro-
found loss, we extend our deepest sympa-
thies to those impacted by Kennamer's life. 
His legacy of service, leadership, and love 
for Jacksonville State will continue to in-
spire all who follow.

A Celebration of Life and Reunion of 
Friends will be held on Tuesday, December 
9, at 3 p.m. at the Stone Center on the cam-
pus of Jacksonville State.

GSCC students attend summit
Students and staff from 

Gadsden State Community 
College’s Valley Street Cam-
pus recently attended the 
three-day Thurgood Mar-
shall College Fund (TMCF) 
Workforce Development 
Summit held November 
13–16 in Birmingham. The 
event brought together stu-
dents from TMCF’s 10 two-
year historically Black com-
munity colleges (HBCCs) 
institutions.

The summit featured ses-
sions focused on workforce 
development, industry trends 
and professional growth. 
Students also participated in 
a career fair that connected 
them with premier employ-
ers across multiple sectors. 
Attendees had the opportu-
nity to network with top in-
dustry professionals, explore 

diverse career pathways and 
gain firsthand insight into 
evolving workforce needs.

Three students from 
Gadsden State’s Valley 
Street Campus were award-
ed scholarships during the 
conference:

Jonathon Moody, Con-
struction Technology stu-

dent – $5,000 Toyota Schol-
arship

Mya Mostella, Diagnostic 
Medical Sonography student 
– $10,000 Cal & Annette 
Johnson HBCC Scholarship

Shasta Webb, Diagnostic 
Medical Sonography student 
– $10,000 Cal & Annette 
Johnson HBCC Scholarship.

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!
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The school also worked to reduce 
chronic absenteeism, one of the three fac-
tors the state uses to calculate report card 
grades, along with student achievement 
and student growth.

“To us — and pardon the pun — it is 
elementary. Students need to be at school 
in order to grow and achieve,” Ryals said. 
“So we targeted the needs of students 
who are struggling with attendance.”

The initiative paid off. The Panthers 
improved by 1.39 points in student 

achievement and 0.74 points in chron-
ic absenteeism. In student growth, the 
school earned the maximum value of 
45 points, achieving 100% growth for 
the past five report cards from 2018–19 
through 2024–25.

Ryals said the school is already look-
ing ahead. “We have set our sights on 
next year,” she said. As bookkeeper Kris-
ta Weaver put it, “Next year when we get 
a 99—or 100—we will know what to do 
to celebrate even bigger.”
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GSCC’s music groups continue holiday tradition
The Gadsden State Community 

College Show Band and A Cap-
pella Choir will continue their an-
nual holiday tradition with Christ-
mas with the Cardinals, a festive 
performance featuring holiday 
music in a variety of styles. The 
free event will be held at 6 p.m. 
on Dec. 9 in the Inzer Hall- Black 
Box Theatre on the Wallace Drive 
Campus.

“The choral groups will pro-

vide holiday music full of cheer 
and entertainment at this year’s 
Christmas with the Cardinals,” 
said J.T. Harrell, director of the A 
Cappella Choir. “As director, this 
is my favorite time of the year. 
People are always eager to hear 
Christmas music and celebrate 
the season of giving.”

The A Cappella Choir will 
perform a collection of classic 
Christmas carols along with other 

seasonal favorites.
Desmond Mitchell, director of 

the Show Band, said he collabo-
rated with students to choose the 
song selections for the event.

“We invite the entire commu-
nity to enjoy the Christmas with 
the Cardinals performance from 
the GSCC Show Band, filled 
with classics and contemporary 
songs,” he said. “Sing along to a 
mix of pop, R&B, soul and coun-

try Christmas music performed 
by our musicians and singers.”

Students from the Division of 
Fine Arts have transformed the 
venue into a warm and welcom-
ing holiday setting for guests of 
all ages.

“Christmas with the Cardinals 
is free to the public. We invite our 
community to come and experi-
ence the Christmas spirit with the 
Gadsden State Cardinal family,” 

said Mario Gallardo, chair of the 
Division of Fine Arts. “Our stu-
dents are excited for the opportu-
nity to showcase their talents and 
spread holiday cheer.”

Christmas with the Cardinals 
will take place in the Inzer Hall – 
Black Box Theatre, located at 119 
Naylor Circle. For more informa-
tion about the A Cappella Choir 
and Show Band, visit www.gads-
denstate.edu/FineArts.

All American Building SalesAll American Building Sales

Rent to Own.  No Credit  Check.
Call Byron for details

256-442-1891
701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906

Rent to Own. No Credit Check.

701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906

Hokes Bluff Middle School, led by 
Principal Dr. Beverly Neal and Assistant 
Principal Brian Allred, was recognized for 
meeting or exceeding A+ College Ready 
PSAT growth goals. Students who earned 
qualifying scores received $50 gift cards 
from A+.

West End Elementary School Principal 
Dr. Heather Wilson and school resource of-
ficer Jeff Pitts presented a proposal to pur-
chase two-way radios for the school, citing 
limited cell service and internet instability. 
Wilson said the radios would offer more re-
liable communication for staff.

Cosby reiterated items first presented 
Nov. 7, including installing weapons detec-
tion systems in all county high schools and 
LED lighting upgrades at football stadi-
ums. The board also approved purchasing 
the ConnectWise remote monitoring sys-
tem for the technology department.

Personnel actions were approved unani-
mously. Whitesboro Elementary Principal 
Mary Beth Gilliland attended in support 
of the school’s newly approved secretary/
bookkeeper, Elissa Tarvin Huerta.

The board also approved TEAMS con-
tracts for the 2025–26 school year, faculty 
and non-faculty supplements, new substi-
tute teachers, additional resignations and 
retirements, and extended congratulations 
to all new personnel.

Cosby closed Tuesday’s meeting by an-
nouncing he will retire as superintendent of 
Etowah County Schools on April 1, 2026.

Cosby said it has been “the honor of a 

lifetime” to lead and serve the Etowah 
County Schools community for 33 years, 
including 16 as superintendent. He said he 
is proud of the accomplishments he and the 
district have achieved together, including 
earning an A on the state academic report 
card and maintaining strong financial sta-
bility across the system.

He said it has been a privilege to work 
alongside students and employees who 
“consistently set high standards,” and 
noted he has been fortunate to serve with 
dedicated and supportive board members 
throughout his tenure.

“I’m deeply grateful for the collabora-
tive spirit that has defined all these years. 
Etowah County Schools are a treasure and 
the future remains exceptionally bright,” 
Cosby said, adding that he remains com-
mitted to ensuring a smooth transition as 
the board prepares for new leadership.

Cosby called his decision to pursue other 
opportunities bittersweet. He thanked his 
wife, Jeannie, for her support and said he 
appreciated the confidence board members 
placed in him when he was hired in March 
2010.

He said the district has accomplished 
much during his tenure and promised more 
progress in the remaining four months be-
fore his retirement.

The meeting concluded with a standing 
ovation for Cosby and his years of service.

Agendas for all ECBOE meetings are 
available at ecboe.org  under the “District 
Info” section.

- From A1Home fires
Christmas tree fires don’t happen very 

often, but when they do, they tend to be 
more serious. U.S. fire departments re-
sponded to an average of 143 home fires 
that started with Christmas trees, result-
ing in an estimated seven civilian deaths, 
13 civilian injuries, and $15 million in 
property damage. Nearly one in four (24 
percent) Christmas tree fires were started 
by lamps or bulbs. Eleven percent were 
started by candles. Electrical distribution 
or lighting equipment was involved in 40 
percent of home Christmas tree fires. 

Lithium-Ion Batteries
Many people will be buying and gifting 

electronic devices that contain lithium-
ion batteries. As the use of these devices 
has increased in recent years, so too has 
the number of related fires. It’s important 
to understand the risks associated with 
these batteries and ways to prevent them:

Only purchase and use devices, bat-
teries, and charging equipment that are 
listed by a nationally recognized testing 
lab and labeled accordingly.

Use charging equipment that is only 

compatible with your device. To be safe, 
use only the charging equipment that is 
supplied with your device.

Do not keep charging the device or de-
vice battery after it is fully charged.

Do not put lithium-ion batteries in the 
trash. Recycling is always the best op-
tion. Take the batteries to a battery recy-
cling location or contact your local waste 
department for disposal instructions.

Stop using your device if the bat-
tery shows signs of damage, such as an 
unusual odor, excessive heat, popping 
sounds, swelling, or change in color.

Only have device repairs performed by 
a qualified professional.

“Understanding where potential threats 
exist and taking the steps needed to pre-
vent them can go a long way toward 
ensuring a festive, fire-safe holiday sea-
son,” said Carli.

NFPA offers a wealth of information 
and resources to help minimize the likeli-
hood of cooking, heating, candle, Christ-
mas tree, and decoration fires. Learn 
more at nfpa.org/winterholidaysafety 

Mia Jenne of Glencoe showcases designs during event
Twenty-three apparel design seniors pre-

sented their final collections at the annual 
Fashion for Life showcase on Nov. 16 at the 
Bama Theatre in downtown Tuscaloosa. The 
runway event serves as the culminating ex-
perience of the students' capstone course, a 
project they begin preparing for before their 
senior year.

Drawing on the knowledge and skills 

gained throughout the program, students 
designed and produced cohesive collections 
that reflect industry-level expectations. The 
development process, along with the plan-
ning and execution of the show itself, mirrors 
the professional realities they will encounter 
as they enter the apparel industry after gradu-
ation.

All proceeds from ticket sales were donat-

ed to the United Way of West Alabama, with 
the amount raised matched by Estee Lauder 
Companies.

Mia Jenne of Glencoe was one of 23 de-
signers showcasing their apparel.

The University of Alabama, part of The 
University of Alabama System, is the state's 
flagship university. UA shapes a better world 
through its teaching, research and service. 

With a global reputation for excellence, UA 
provides a forward-thinking environment 
and over 200 degree programs on a beautiful, 
student-centered campus. A leader in cutting-
edge research, UA advances discovery, cre-
ative inquiry and knowledge through more 
than 30 research centers. As the state's largest 
higher education institution, UA drives eco-
nomic growth in Alabama and beyond.

Clots can happen: Learn risks, symptoms, prevention
Blood clotting is vital for re-

covery from injury, but when 
clots form and don’t dissolve 
properly, they can block blood 
flow and cause serious health 
problems. On average, one per-
son in the U.S. dies from a clot-
related death every six seconds.

Dr. Kerri Bally, a pulmonolo-
gist with Etowah Pulmonology 
Associates, said everyone is at 
risk for clots, regardless of age 
or gender. Pregnancy, cancer 
treatment, major surgery, or 
hospitalization for several days 
can increase the risk. Being 
overweight, having diabetes or 
high cholesterol, a family his-
tory of blood clots, smoking, or 

being over 60 can also elevate 
the risk.

“Clots can occur suddenly, 
leading to reduced blood flow. 
The impact can be significant, 
even fatal,” Dr. Bally said. 
“Symptoms vary depending on 
where the clot occurs — in the 
legs, arms, lungs, heart, or brain 
— but the need for timely medi-
cal care is consistent. There 
are more treatment options the 
sooner the blockage is identi-
fied.”

Pain often occurs where the 
clot is located, whether in the 
arm, lower leg, or even the 
stomach. Sudden swelling in 
one limb could also be a warn-

ing sign.
With deep vein thrombosis, 

when a clot forms in a large 
vein such as the lower leg or 
arm, there is concern it could 
travel to the lungs. Symptoms 
may include sudden swelling in 
a limb, pain or tenderness not 
caused by injury, or skin that is 
warm, red, or swollen.

A pulmonary embolism oc-
curs when a clot blocks blood 
flow in the lungs. Symptoms 
may include a fast pulse, chest 
pain that worsens with deep 
breaths, bloody cough, short-
ness of breath, or an irregular 
heartbeat. In some cases, the 
first symptom is sudden death.

Seek medical attention im-
mediately if you experience any 
of these symptoms. A medical 
exam can determine the cause, 
and a provider may recommend 
a diagnostic scan. Certain medi-
cations can break up or dissolve 
clots if administered within 
hours of symptom onset.

“Your best bet in preventing 
clots is knowing and manag-
ing your risks,” Dr. Bally said. 
“There are a number of actions 
you can take to support your 
health.”

Dr. Bally recommends regu-
lar movement to help prevent 
clots. Avoid sitting or remain-
ing still for long periods, espe-

cially after a long flight, travel, 
or surgery. At a desk, flex your 
legs, feet, and toes, and get up 
to move frequently. If extended 
sitting is unavoidable, consider 
wearing compression socks or 
clothing. Patients should dis-
cuss clot prevention with their 
doctor before surgery and re-
view whether preventative med-
ication is needed if they have 
risk factors.

Basic health measures also 
apply: eat a heart-healthy diet, 
maintain a healthy weight, man-
age stress, and control chronic 
conditions such as high blood 
pressure, high cholesterol, and 
diabetes.



gadsdenmessenger.com December 5, 2025/A4

NEWS
- LUX -

PREME I R E

- L UX -
PR EME I R E

GADSDEN

PREMIERE

C INEMAS

GADSDEN
PREMIERE
C INEMAS

Give the gift of 
entertainment
Give the gift of 
entertainment

FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2
FACKHAM HALL

ETERNITY

FOUR POINTS VENUE
Is now available for booking appointments for
Weddings, Reunions, Conferences, Parties, and

other Special Occasions. 

Contact
 Us

256-470-9670
www.fourpointsvenue.com

Four Points Venue

3680 Highway 77, Southside, AL. 

Community Calendar
Dec. 5–Feb. 28
Imagination Place’s holi-

day favorite, Let It Snow, 
returns for the season at the 
Mary G. Hardin Center for 
Cultural Arts, 501 Broad 
St. Children from toddlers 
through fourth grade will 
love playing in a 12′ x 12′ 
snow area made of a non-
toxic, snow-like polymer 
that is cool to the touch but 
won’t get them wet or cold. 
The winter wonderland-
themed exhibit also fea-
tures an ice castle bounce 
house, a slide, and climb-
ing obstacles. Field trips 
are now booking—email 
ip@culturalarts.org or call 
(256) 543-2787, ext. 22 for 
reservations. Hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Dec. 5–Jan. 10
Ice Bumper Cars return 

for the season at 344 1st 
Street, Gadsden. Riders of 
all ages can spin, bump, 
and glide across the ice in 
motorized, inflatable cars. 
The schedule is as follows: 
Dec. 26–Jan. 7, 2–9 p.m.; 
Jan. 8–9, 5–9 p.m.; and Jan. 
10, 2–9 p.m. The attraction 
is closed Dec. 24–25 and 
Jan. 7. Admission is $10–
$15 per person.

Dec. 5–Jan. 3
Christmas at the Falls at 

Noccalula Falls Park fea-
tures millions of lights, a 
train ride, and various ven-
dors. The park is closed 
Dec. 24–25.

Dec. 5–Jan. 4
Lights On the Landing: 

The Magic of Christmas re-
turns to River Rocks Land-
ing in Gadsden. This fam-
ily-friendly drive-through 
holiday experience features 
one mile of choreographed 

Christmas lights set to fes-
tive music. Gates open 
nightly at 5 p.m. for cars 
to enjoy the sparkling dis-
plays, take photos, and sing 
along to carols.

Dec. 5
Gadsden Christmas Pa-

rade takes place on Broad 
Street from 7th to 2nd 
Street beginning at 5:30 
p.m., with lineup starting 
at 4:30 p.m. The parade 
features floats, marching 
bands, and holiday cheer. In 
case of inclement weather, 
the parade will be resched-
uled.

Dec. 6
Yellow Jacket Christmas 

Village will be held at the 
Glencoe High School Park-
ing Lot from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Vendors will sell gifts, 
and live music is scheduled 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Food vendors will be on 
site.

Carver Christmas Parade 
starts at 5:30 p.m. at Carver 
Square, 1030 Tuscaloosa 
Avenue, Gadsden.

Carver Christmas Market 
will take place at Carver 
Square from 6–8 p.m.

Dec. 7
Annual Holiday Tour of 

Homes runs from 1–5 p.m., 
featuring homes and busi-
nesses in Gadsden. Tickets 
are $15 in advance or $20 
day-of and can be pur-
chased online or at select 
local businesses. Partici-
pating homes include The 
Woman’s Club, The Wright 
Home, The Butts Home, 
The Woods Home, and 
Gunn-Bellenger House.

Southside and Rainbow 
City Christmas Boat Parade 
takes place from 6–7 p.m. 

at Southside Landing, 721 
Pier, AL-77, Southside.

Dec. 8
Southside Christmas Pa-

rade & Tree Lighting be-
gins at 6 p.m., with lineup 
at 5 p.m. at Southside High 
School. After the parade, 
meet at City Hall for the 
official tree lighting. The 
event features performanc-
es by the Pride of Southside 
Marching Band and South-
side High School Choir, 
Santa Claus, and food 
trucks.

Dec. 9
Kings of Swing Free 

Christmas Concert will be 
held at the Mary G. Har-
din Center for Cultural 
Arts, 501 Broad St., from 
6–9 p.m. Free admission. 
Guests are encouraged to 
bring food and drinks.

Dec. 12–21
A Charlie Brown Christ-

mas hosted by Theatre of 
Gadsden takes place at 
the Ritz Theatre, 310 Wall 
Street, from 7–10 p.m. 
nightly. For information, 
call 256-547-7469.

Dec. 13
Walnut Grove Christmas 

in the Grove begins at 10 
a.m., with Santa, kids’ ac-
tivities, food, and live mu-
sic at Walnut Grove Park, 
4099 Vandiver Street. The 
Christmas Parade begins at 
2 p.m.

Snacks with Santa at 
Imagination Place, 501 
Broad Street, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Children can visit 
Santa while enjoying free 
snacks provided by Down-
town Gadsden, Inc.

How the Grinch Stole 
Downtown takes place in 
Historic Downtown Attalla 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. En-
joy a Holiday Whobilation 
and search for hidden Grin-
ches around town.

Breakfast with Santa at 
Volt Coffee, 1328 AL 77, 
Southside, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Enjoy breakfast 
and take photos with Santa 
in 5-minute appointment 
slots.

Christmas at the Tracks 
Pageant will be held at 210 
At the Tracks, 210 Locust 
St., Gadsden, from 10:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. All contes-
tants will receive a Christ-
mas crown, stocking, and 
gift. Contact Hbbpageant@
aol.com for information.

Dec. 20
Northeast Alabama 

Ballroom Dance Society 
Christmas Dance will be 
held at Rainbow City Com-
munity Center and Library. 
The Kings of Swing will 
provide music. Tickets are 
$35 per person and must be 
purchased in advance. Con-
tact Dana Caballero at 256-
282-1486.

Dec. 26–Jan. 6
Bumper Cars at Christ-

mas on the Coosa returns 
to 344 1st Street, Gadsden, 
from 2–9 p.m. Riders of all 
ages can enjoy motorized, 
inflatable ice bumper cars. 
Closed Dec. 24–25 and Jan. 
7.

Dec. 31
Countdown to Noon at 

Imagination Place, 501 
Broad Street, from 11 a.m. 
to noon, offers a child-
friendly New Year’s cel-
ebration with noisemakers, 
a balloon drop, and snacks. 
Free for members; included 
with admission for non-
members.

Nana’s Attic 

Nana’s Attic
Consignment Shop

256-546-9281 ~ 429 Ewing Avenue North Gadsden, AL. 35901

Tuesday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s and Children’s shoes,
jewelry and clothing, 

Including name brands. 
Also, a variety of

household items and 
collectibles. For all your winter

needs

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 
Provider

“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

Tree Service,

G
‘s LLC.

& EXCAVATION 

Gage Bryant 
256-458-9653
Licensed & Insured

ADVERTISE WITH US
256-547-1049 | Email lfrazier@gadsdenmessenger.com

Let us help you GROW your business.



Back in 1899 the local newspaper won 
its fight for a public well on the courthouse 
grounds when the county appropriated $50, 
the city $25 and some businessmen the re-
mainder of the money. This was necessary 
to bore a well at the southeast corner of the 
courthouse under the bell tower — and the 
work actually started.

The contract called for a well “at least” 
100 feet deep and six inches in circumfer-
ence. The newspaper insisted for several 
years that the well was greatly needed be-
cause farmers coming to town to trade had 
no place to get a free drink of water.

The well was drilled to a depth of 105 
feet through solid slate. When the vein was 
struck the holes was filled for 90 feet and 
stayed that way.

The water had a mineral taste with slate 
predominating. For a long time, the people 
thought it had medicinal qualities. Every 
hour in the day one or more persons came 
by to fill bottles and jugs in the belief that 
their health was being improved by drinking 
the water.

Then one day a laboratory test showed 
that it was polluted to a high degree and was 
actually a menace to the community. Many 

protested the decision, but the well was fi-
nally abandoned and filled in.

The newspaper that year was conduct-
ing a campaign against vagrants, claiming 
that they loafed on the courthouse steps and 
that some of them actually laid down on the 
steps and slept for hours.

It also complained that on the northside 
of Broad Street between Third and Broad 
Streets, the vagrants blocked the sidewalk 
in front of a hall and forced pedestrians bent 
on legitimate business to walk around them. 
Many resented this, and finally the city took 
action and kept the sidewalk clear.

In 1899 there was a baseball park at Elev-
enth Street and the L.& N. Railroad which 
was the scene of many good games.

There was no fence around the park, and 
the diamond and outfield were laid off on 
ground that was cultivated back in the early 
1880. One recalled an interesting game in 
which Centre beat Gadsden by a score of 7 
to 6.

Tol Shropshire, one of the editors of the 
Coosa River News, was an outfielder and 
the manager. He protested many decisions 
by the umpire and would run in full speed 
from centerfield to express his disgust at 
what he thought was a raw deal. He wore 
long hair in those days and while racing into 
the plate it bulged out in every direction. 
There were innings when he protested at al-
most every decision on balls and strikes and 
ran himself breathless. He was fair and hon-
est himself and he demanded those qualities 
of everybody, including a baseball umpire.

Contact The Vagabond at dkcrown@bell-
south.net.
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Danny Crownover

Looking
at the

History

A public well on the court house grounds 

This week, we finally turned on our 
“extra” heaters. These wall-hung gas heat-
ers are a sensory throwback to childhood: 
the smell of a match, the click-clacking of 
the pilot button, and the immediate, blis-
tering warmth. The cold is here, and after 
the storms, the fall leaves are officially off 
the trees and on the ground. Edith Sitwell 
describes it this way: “Winter is the time 
for comfort, for good food and warmth, for 
the touch of a friendly hand and for a talk 
beside the fire: it is time for home.” The 
season for wintering is here. 

Wintering is, in its practical sense, when 
many animals and humans either travel to 
warmer climates, or hunker down until the 
season passes. As we burrow into this sea-

son, blankets and sweaters and scarves at 
the ready, we have an opportunity to ob-
serve what truly is enough. Nature does not 
hold onto what is no longer needed. Leaves 
drop from trees, and the trees do not miss 
them. The squirrels and birds use and eat 
what they have. The landscape becomes 
less cluttered as the wind clears the trees, 
but the beauty doesn’t disappear. Our very 
human tendency during this time, though, 
is to fill up all the spaces left by the season. 
We fill up visual space with holiday decora-
tions. We fill up our pantries with supplies. 
We fill up our calendars with activities and 
parties. And, there is nothing wrong with 
celebrating the season and gathering with 
those we love. But, there is also no reward 
to be won for overburdening and exhaust-
ing ourselves.

Recently, my girls and I have been doing 
an evening reset. Busy days full of classes 
and homework and grading and bowling 
and holiday excitement can lead to dysreg-
ulation and frustration and tears. So, after 
dinner, we find a spot to sit and read, watch 
a show together, or journal, and have a cup 
of tea. This is my peak wintering. 

With the busyness of the holidays, 
though, it isn’t always feasible to go 

straight home and winter in solitude. 
Sometimes, a reset is needed in the mid-
dle of chaos, too. This week, I was in the 
middle of an out-of-town bowling alley, 
and there was a long break until our girls 
bowled. The place was over-crowded, and 
so loud it was hard to think. The young-
est and I found a spot and sat down, and 
did our own little reset in the middle of the 
noise: a few deep breaths, tuning into a fa-
vorite show for a few minutes, some hugs, 
and a snack worked wonders. We didn’t 
have to completely escape the situation, 
just regulate our response to it. 

Sitwell was right about winter being a 
time for the comfort of home, but we don’t 
always get that option when we need it. 
Some days, wintering looks like tea and 
books and blankets at home. Other days, 
we can find an inner homecoming in the 
middle of a busy bowling alley with a child 
leaning against us. Both of these show us 
that we don’t need more to feel grounded 
and connected during the holidays. Taking 
a breath, giving a hug, listening to a song--
all of these moments remind us what really 
matters, and how sometimes we don’t need 
more time/blankets/space/quiet. We just 
need enough: “He who knows enough is 

enough will always have enough.” Enough 
calm, enough presence, enough grace to 
know when to pause, breathe, and reset. 

Robert Frost knew the power of this 
reset, and wrote about it in “Stopping by 
the Woods on a Snowy Evening”: “Whose 
woods these are I think I know./ His house 
is in the village though;/ He will not see 
me stopping here/ To watch his woods fill 
up with snow.//My little horse must think 
it queer/ To stop without a farmhouse near/ 
Between the woods and frozen lake/ The 
darkest evening of the year.//He gives his 
harness bells a shake/ To ask if there is 
some mistake./ The only other sound’s the 
sweep/ Of easy wind and downy flake.//
The woods are lovely, dark and deep,/ But 
I have promises to keep,/ And miles to go 
before I sleep,/ And miles to go before I 
sleep.”

As our days grow shorter, and the weath-
er colder, may we find the little things that 
help us reset, re-center, and remember that 
usually we already have enough. 

Tabitha Bozeman is an instructor at 
GSCC. Email at tabithabozeman@gmail.
com.

May we find little things that help us reset

Tabitha Bozeman

Arranging
the

Pieces

One of my favorite joys in the kitchen 
is building meals that feel personal, some-
thing that speaks to the tastes of the people 
I love. My son Gabriel has always been my 
little sous-chef, eager to stir, sprinkle, and 
taste along the way. He’s especially fond of 
two things: cheese and seafood. So, when 

I wanted to surprise him with a dish that 
combined both, we came up with a playful 
name together. Crapasta, a nod to the crab 
sticks he loves to snack on and the pasta 
that makes this dish so comforting.

Cooking with my children isn’t just 
about feeding them; it’s about building 
their confidence. I want them to feel at 
home in the kitchen, to know that they can 
create something delicious with their own 
hands. Crapasta is the perfect recipe for 
that. Simple steps, familiar flavors, budget 
friendly, and a result that feels special.

The best part of Crapasta isn’t just the 
flavor; it’s the memory of Gabriel standing 
beside me, stirring the sauce with determi-
nation, sprinkling cheese with a grin, and 
proudly serving a dish he helped create. 
It’s a reminder that food is more than suste-

nance; it’s connection, confidence, and joy.
Ingredients
• ½ stick (4 Tbsp) butter
• 2 cups mushrooms, sliced
• 2 Tbsp diced garlic
• 2 bags frozen cheese ravioli
• 2 cups heavy cream
• 2 cups shredded Italian blend cheese
• 1–2 cups imitation crab sticks, cut into 

bite size pieces (or real crab, if you prefer)
• Salt & pepper to taste
• Optional: fresh parsley for garnish
Instructions
1. Melt the butter in a large skillet over 

medium heat. Add mushrooms and garlic, 
sautéing until softened and fragrant (about 
5–7 minutes).

2. While the mushrooms cook, bring a 
large pot of salted water to a rolling boil. 

Add ravioli and cook according to package 
directions.

3. Stir heavy cream into the mushroom 
mixture. Let it simmer for about 10 min-
utes, reducing slightly.

4. Add shredded cheese and stir until 
melted into a creamy sauce. Fold in crab 
sticks.

5. Drain ravioli and add to the sauce. 
Toss gently to coat.

6. Season with salt and pepper, garnish 
with parsley, and serve warm.

Samantha Hill graduated from Auguste 
Escoffier School of Culinary Arts with a 
Culinary Arts degree. Samantha was the 
sous chef at Gadsden Country Club for two 
years, but is currently an assistant bakery 
manager for Publix.

A delicious mix of crab and pasta: Crapasta

LIFESTYLE

Strength. Sustainability. Success.

1007 9th Street SW • Attalla, Alabama

www.radiusrecycling.com

CASH PAID
FOR SCRAP METAL

SCRAP IRON | COPPER | BRASS | ALUMINUM |
STAINLESS STEEL | ALUMINUM CANS

CONTAINER SERVICE AVAILABLE
FULL SERVICE SCRAP METAL YARD

HIGHEST PRICES PAID

256-538-7891
1-800-289-2857

Strength. Sustainability. Success.

SCRAP IRON | COPPER | BRASS | ALUMINUM | 
STAINLESS STEEL | ALUMINUM CANS

CONTAINER SERVICE AVAILABLE
FULL SERVICE SCRAP METAL YARD

www.radiusrecycling.com

1007 9th Street SW | Attalla, Alabama



Have you ever had one of those days 
where everything just feels overwhelm-
ing? The phone won’t stop ringing, dead-
lines are looming, and it seems like ev-
eryone needs something from you. By 
the time you finally get home, you’re ex-
hausted and all you want is silence. But 
even in the quiet, your mind is still racing 
with tomorrow’s to-do list. 

Here’s what’s interesting: often we’re 
not overwhelmed because we’re lacking 
something. We’re overwhelmed because 
we’re blessed with a lot. Think about it - 
you have responsibilities because people 
trust you. You have opportunities because 
God opened those doors. You have de-

mands on your time because you matter to 
others. The challenge is recognizing that 
our blessings can sometimes feel like bur-
dens when life gets loud. That promotion 
you prayed for comes with more pressure. 
The growing family you wanted brings 
more chaos. The ministry opportunities 
you desired require more sacrifice. 

But what if we shifted our perspective? 
What if instead of seeing these as over-
whelming burdens, we recognized them 
as evidence of God’s favor in our lives? 

Sometimes the very things that stress 
us out are actually answers to prayers we 
prayed months or years ago. When life 
gets loud, gratitude gets quiet. The noise 

can drown out your perspective. But hear 
me — you’re more blessed than the chaos 
wants you to believe. Shift your focus and 
you’ll see God’s fingerprints all over your 
life.

Keep your heart right and keep moving 
forward.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the 
Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in Attalla, 
Alabama, where his preaching is real, rel-
evant and rooted in the unchanging Word 
of God. Beyond the pulpit, he serves as 
CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters of North-
east Alabama, leading life-changing men-
toring initiatives that empower young 

people across five counties. His leader-
ship bridges the gap between the Church 
and the community, inspiring collabora-
tion, compassion and lasting transforma-
tion.
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DEVOTIONALS

1957 Rainbow Drive • Gadsden, AL 35901 | 256-413-7611

Craig Ford

AUTO • HOME
LIFE • BUSINESS

1957 Rainbow Dr, Gadsden, AL 

For More Information Call Teri Chupp At

256-547-1049

Your Ad Could Be Here

The Lord is my Light & my Salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

The Lord is my Light & my Salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

116 Industrial Drive, Steele, AL 35987 256-438-8070256-438-8070

Open at 11 a.m.
7 days a week

blackstonepubandeatery.com | 256-543-           7473 | 525 Broad St. Gadsden256-543-7473

See website for prices

2 Locations to Serve You!
MAIN OFFICE

711 E. Meighan Blvd., Gadsden, AL 35903
256-543-9530 or Toll Free 888-311-3728

 RAINBOW CITY
3003 2n d Street • Rainbow City, AL 35 901 

 

256-413-0900 
www.familysavingscu.com 

Federally Insured by NCUA

HOME OWNED & OPERATED 

THREE ETOWAH COUNTY LOCATIONS
East Gadsden

Meighan Blvd. & 
Piedmont Cut-Off

256-492-2244

Attalla
Corner of Hwy
77 & Hwy 11

256-538-7412

Gadsden
Corner of 6th
& Walnut St.

256-547-2528

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW
Mon. - Fri: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

256-538-5850
At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11 in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

You’re more blessed than the chaos tells you

Weekly Bible Verses

“
”

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

- John 8:12 (King James Version)

Rooted

in the
Wo�d

Rooted
in the
Word

Shawn Blackmon

“
”

Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men 
thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee 

away. Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

- Isaiah 41:9-10 (King James Version)

Have you ever thought much about an-
other person’s fragrance or noticed how 
the environment shifts when someone en-
ters the room? 

According to Webster’s Dictionary, fra-
grance is defined as a “pleasant aroma or a 
sweet smell.” If someone were to ask the 
type of fragrance you are, I wonder if most 
of us would immediately think they were 
asking what type of perfume, deodorant or 
shampoo we use. Instead, what if some-
one were to ask, “When you enter a room, 
what do you think is the first thought or 

response of others?” Rather than an “in-
gredient” representing you, how does your 
“presence” represent you?

As I read more about the description of 
a fragrance, I was amazed to see all the 
different benefits of a fragrance. For an 
example, a fragrance brings emotional 
and physical healing, a calming, boosts 
confidence, it is energy-enhancing, relax-
ing and makes one attractive. I had to stop 
and ask myself, “Is this how people would 
describe me when I am around them or 
when I walk in a room?” Scripture gives 
us several beautiful examples of a fragrant 
aroma. 

Hosea 14:6. “Its branches will spread 
out like beautiful olive trees as fragrant 
as the cedars of Lebanon.” Olive trees do 
not have a beautiful smell, but the cedars 
in the mountains of Lebanon, along with 
trees of frankincense and other odorifer-
ous trees and plants give off a very ex-
cellent aroma, much like perfume in the 
air. Some theologians have said that this 
denotes the sweet and grateful smell the 

Lord smells in His people or His gracious 
acceptance of them. Others have said that 
this represents the spiritual fragrance of 
the church to God and man. How grateful 
we should be that even on our bad days, 
our God sees us as a pleasant aroma.

Ecclesiastes 7:1. “A good reputation is 
more valuable than costly perfume.” Ec-
clesiastes 10:1 says “As dead flies cause 
even a bottle of perfume to stink, so a 
little foolishness spoils great wisdom and 
honor.” Solomon explains that just as dead 
flies can destroy the sweet fragrance of a 
bottle of perfume, so foolishness and the 
lack of wisdom can destroy our good name 
and reputation. Our fragrance is reflected 
by what we fill our minds with and the 
choices we make each day.

2 Corinthians 2:15-16. “Through our 
yielded lives he spreads the fragrance of 
the knowledge of God everywhere we go. 
We have become the unmistakable aroma 
of the victory of the Anointed One to God 
- a perfume of life to those being saved and 
the odor of death to those who are perish-

ing. The unbelievers smell a deadly stench 
that leads to death, but believers smell the 
life-giving aroma that leads to abundant 
life. And who of us can rise to this chal-
lenge?” Wow, am I an unmistakable aroma 
of the victory of the Anointed One to God?

Ephesians 5: 1-2. “Imitate God, there-
fore, in everything you do, because you 
are His dear children. Live a life filled with 
love, following the example of Christ. He 
loves us and offered Himself as a sacrifice 
for us, a pleasing aroma to God.”

Lord, I pray Your Word would sink deep 
down into our hearts today. Reveal to us 
what our fragrance represents to others 
and forgive us for the times when we have 
not been a pleasant aroma to others. Please 
make us more like You and help us carry 
Your fragrance everywhere we go. 		
Thank you, Lord, for being our calming, 
relaxing and healing aroma. We love you!

If you would like me to join you in prayer, 
please e-mail me at tonif77@gmail.com. I 
would love to pray for you!

From God’s word - What type of fragrance do we carry?  

Toni Ford
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Charles Louis Copeland
GADSDEN - Charles 

Louis Copeland, 77, passed 
away peacefully on Novem-
ber 23, 2025, surrounded 
by family and friends. Born 
June 19, 1948, to William 
and Helen Copeland in 
Smithtown, New York, be-
fore moving to Gadsden, 
Alabama to live out the rest 
of his life.

Charles was the founder 
and owner of Copeland Con-
struction. Founded in 1974, 
he built the company from 
the ground up and became 
highly respected in Etowah 
County and surrounding ar-
eas. For 50 years, he formed 
relationships throughout the 
county and served his cli-
ents tirelessly, doing what-
ever necessary to meet the 
needs of those he worked 
with. In addition, Mr. Co-
peland served as Alabama 
Homebuilders Association 
President for numerous 
years throughout his career.

Charles was a family 
man, who valued spending 
time with his wife, children 
and grandchildren above all 
else. He was a member of 
Fairview Baptist Church, 
where he served as a Dea-
con among his church fam-
ily. His journey on earth 
was full of love, compas-
sion and unwavering faith 
in God. His passing has left 
a void in the hearts of fam-
ily, friends, and many more 
whose lives were touched 
by him. We ask that you re-
member him not for the way 
his life ended, but for the 
way it was lived, and for the 
impact it had on the lives of 
those who had the pleasure 
of knowing him.

Charles is survived by his 
children: Kevin Copeland 
and his spouse, Jamie Cope-
land; Holly Copeland Troup 
and her spouse, Kevin 
Troup; Grandchildren: Hal-
ey Troup; Abby Copeland 
Partridge, spouse Campbell 
Partridge; Brady Troup; 
Kayce Copeland Chamblee, 
spouse Jacob Chamblee; 
great grandchild, Brooks 
Partridge; and sister, Candi 
Minton.

He was preceded in 
death by his loving wife 
of 49 years: Shirley Cope-
land; Parents: William and 
Helen Copeland; Brother: 
Richie Copeland; Fur baby: 
“Duke”.

The family would like to 
extend heartfelt thanks to 
Pruitt’s restaurant and staff 
for always providing a sense 
of community and warmth, 
special friends of the fam-
ily Melissa Thorton, Emma, 
Katie, Kenzie and Meghan. 
ACG Hospice, Jamie Bat-
tles and Kelsey Young.

A visitation was held 
on Tuesday, Nov. 25 with 
a funeral service held on 
Wednesday, Nov. 26.

Audrey “Murlene” Sims
GADSDEN - A memorial 

service will be held at 3 pm 
December 7, 2025 at North 
Gadsden Church of God for 
Murlene Sims, age 84, of 
Gadsden, passed away on 
December 1, 2025.

Murlene will be remem-
bered for her generous spirit 
and the joy she found in 
helping others. She was al-

ways busy—whether work-
ing as a dedicated hairdress-
er or serving her community 
as a tax appraiser. She loved 
traveling, especially cruis-
es, Las Vegas, and casinos. 
Murlene truly embraced 
life, but her greatest love 
was always her family. She 
was deeply loved and will 
be dearly missed.

Murlene was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Calvin Sims; daughters, 
Charlene Sims and Max-
ine Jones; son, Mike Sims; 
sister, Glenice Laney; and 
brothers, Gary Blevins, 
parents Check and Eunice 
Blevins.

She is survived by her 
grandchildren, Amanda 
(Josh) Hunter and Dan-
iel (Lindsey) Sims; and 
her great-grandchildren, 
Ada Hunter, Jael Hunter, 
and Kailee Hunter. Son 
in law Jeff Jones, niece 
Janice(Greg) May, Nephew 
Wayne(Rosie) Laney and 
cousin Lynn Jones

The family extends a spe-
cial thank you to Southern 
Care New Beacon Hospice 
and Gadsden Regional for 
their compassionate care. 
In lieu of flowers the family 
requests memorials be made 
to North Gadsden Church of 
God.

Charles Wayne Smith 
HOKES BLUFF - A fu-

neral service for Charles 
Wayne Smith, 84 of Hokes 
Bluff, was held 2:00 P.M. 
Saturday, November 29, 
2025 at Glencoe Hokes 
Bluff Funeral Home with 
Rev Allen Mancil and Scott 
Reeves officiating the ser-
vice. Burial followed the 
service at New Bethel Cem-
etery. 

Mr. Smith passed away 
at his home Wednesday, 
November 26, 2025, sur-
rounded by his family. He 
is preceded in death by his 
parents, K.M. (Bo) and Jes-
sie W. Smith, his father-in-
law and mother-in-law, Fred 
W. And Annie May Lipsey, 
his sisters, Myra Carnes and 
Rita Carnes.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory is his loving wife of 62 
years, Ann, his son, Mike 
(Tracy) Smith, his daugh-
ters, Kim (Allen) Mancil, 
Cristy (Brian) Bigelow, his 
grandchildren, Emily, Am-
ber, Tyler (Savana), Doro-
thy, Ashley, his great grand-
children, Aly and Emersyn 
and a host of nieces and 
nephews.

He graduated from Hokes 
Bluff High School in 1959. 
He was a faithful member 
of New Bethel FCM Church 
in Hokes Bluff. He served 
in the Army Reserve and 
received an honorable dis-
charge. He worked for Dixie 
Tool and Die for almost 30 
years. He was a die-hard fan 
of the Auburn Tigers.

Pallbearers will be Scott 
Reeves, Mark Reeves, An-
drew Reeves, Bobby Mc-
Cullough, Phillip Griffith 
and Keith Gray.

The family would like to 
extend a special thank you 
to Pro Health Home Health 
and Hospice especially Kelli 
White.

Donna Franklin

Donna Franklin, age 66, 
went to be with the Lord, 
surrounded by the love of 
her family. She was a de-
voted wife, mother, grand-
mother, and sister whose 
kindness and steady pres-
ence touched all who knew 
her.

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 41 years, 
Tim Franklin; her chil-
dren, April Ford and David 
Franklin; her son-in-law, 
Justin Ford; and her grand-
children, Aiden Ford, Caro-
line Ford, and Heloysa Ford, 
who brought her endless joy. 
She is also survived by her 
brother, Joey Clark.

Donna recently retired 
from the Etowah County 
Board of Education, where 
she faithfully served as a 
bookkeeper and made many 
cherished friendships. She 
was also a longtime member 
of Hokes Bluff First Baptist 
Church, where she found 
community, comfort, and 

strength in her faith.
The family would like to 

extend their heartfelt thanks 
to the MICU staff at Gads-
den Regional for the com-
passionate care and support 
they provided.

Visitation was held Sun-
day, November 30th, from 
1:00–3:00 PM, with the fu-
neral service at 3:00 PM, all 
at Hokes Bluff First Baptist 
Church.

Her memory will forever 
be treasured by those who 
loved her.

Evangelist Emma Childs
GADSDEN - With 

heartfelt sympathy, we an-
nounce the earthly transi-
tion of Evangelist Emma 
Jean Childs of Gadsden, 
who traded time for eternity 
on Tuesday, November 25, 
2025 at the age of 74.

Emma Jean was born on 
October 30, 1951, in Gads-
den, Alabama, to her par-
ents David Williams, Sr. 
and Ruby Frances Glass, 
beginning a life that would 
become a legacy of faith, 
love, and unwavering com-
mitment to the Most High’s 
people.

On December 24, 1970, 
Emma Jean married the love 
of her life, Britton Childs 
III, and together they built 
a beautiful family rooted in 
devotion and strength. She 
was the beloved mother of 
Patricia, Brittania, and Brit-
ton IV.  Her family was her 
joy, and each of them carries 
the imprint of her love, wis-
dom, and strength.

A hard-working and dedi-
cated woman, Emma Jean 
was employed with Shon-
ey’s Restaurant and later 
with Tyson Foods. Yet her 
greatest and most impactful 
work was done in ministry. 
She was a well-sought-after 
Evangelist, a true trailblazer 
whose voice carried author-
ity, compassion, and convic-
tion. She faithfully served 
at Deliverance Holiness 
Church, where she held the 
position of Assistant Pastor, 
before transitioning to Lion 
of Judah Worship Center, a 
ministry she dearly loved. 
In her later years, she em-
braced the fullness of the 
Truth and served with re-
newed passion and purpose.

Emma Jean was known 
for her kind spirit, her love 
for life, and her unwaver-
ing desire to encourage oth-
ers to become everything 
The Most High called them 
to be. She was a woman of 
prayer, discernment, and 
boldness—never afraid to 
speak truth, yet always do-
ing so in love. She deeply 
loved The Most High, His 
Word, and her church fam-
ily at Lion of Judah Worship 
Center. Her commitment 
to ministry, her strength of 
character, and her genuine 
compassion will remain an 
enduring part of her legacy.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, David Wil-
liams, Sr. and Ruby Frances; 
her siblings, Lynda Sue Wil-
liams, Eric Williams, Leroy 
Williams, David Williams, 
Jr., David “C-Boy” Wil-
liams, Delania Cunningham 
and Angela Crumpler; her 
brothers-in-love, Ellis Cun-
ningham and Jerry Wash-
ington; nephew Yahshay 
Yahshar’al.

She leaves to cherish her 
memory her loving hus-
band of 54 years, Britton 
Childs III; children, Patricia 
(James) Parker, Brittania 
Childs, and Britton Childs 
IV; grandchildren, Jamee 
Parker, Jonathan Parker, 
Xandria Brigham, and Brit-
ton Childs V; her sisters, 
Vera “Vicky” Washington, 
Carrie (Robert) Stubbs, 
and Della (Eric) Guerrero; 
her godbrother, Ocie Hope; 
nephews, David (Tresea) 
Williams, Patrick (An-
tina) Washington, Claude 
Reeves, and Stephen (Mary) 
Cunningham; nieces, Alicia 
Crumpler and Erica Stubbs; 
her special cousin, Eula 
Wade; her sisters-in-love, 
Justine Williams, Roberta 
Harville, Claudia (Robert) 
Ferguson, Gloria Knight, 
Gwendolyn Rudolph, and 
Carolyn Childs; brothers-in-
love, Willie Childs, Herbert 
(Janie) Childs, and Sanford 
Childs; she is also lov-

ingly remembered by her 
additional children, Jessie 
Melton, Brandon Smith and 
Morgan Tierra Childs; spe-
cial friends, Noressa Thom-
as, Cheryl Williams, Mary 
Scissum and Evelyn Rob-
inson and a host of nieces, 
nephews, and extended rela-
tives too numerous to name.

To send flowers to the fam-
ily or plant a tree in memory 
of Evangelist Emma Jean 
(Williams) Childs, please 
visit our floral store.

Services
Visitation: Saturday, De-

cember 6, 2025, 4:00 PM 
to 6:00 PM, Adams-Buggs 
Funeral Service ~ Etowah 
Chapel, 401 N. 9th Street, 
Gadsden, AL 35901.

Celebration of Life: Sun-
day, December 7, 2025, 2:00 
PM, New Covenant Min-
istries, 303 S. 11th Street, 
Gadsden, Alabama 35901.

Interment following fu-
neral service: Sunday, De-
cember 7, 2025, Crestwood 
Cemetery, East Broad St, 
Gadsden, AL 35903.

Faye L. Howard
Faye L. Howard, born 

on January 8, 1928, passed 
away on November 25, 
2025, at the age of 97.

George Frank McLeod
GADSDEN - George 

Frank McLeod was born on 
July 23, 1943, in Alabama. 
He passed away on No-
vember 22, 2025, at the age 
of 82. He was a resident of 
Gadsden, Alabama.

Honi Taylor 
GADSDEN - It is with 

deep sympathy we an-
nounce the passing of Honi 
Taylor of Gadsden, AL, who 
transitioned on Monday, 
December 1, 2025, at the 
age of 40.  We ask that you 
keep her family and friends 
in your thoughts and prayers 
during the difficult time.  

Evelyn Pauline Williamson
GADSDEN - Pauline, (af-

fectionately known as Polly 
in her younger years) was 
born in Gadsden, Alabama 
to her parents, Paul and Ev-
elyn Tarvin. After graduat-
ing from Gadsden High in 
1958 she went on to work 
in Accounts Receivable for 
Flower’s Bakery where she 
eventually retired. She mar-
ried her husband Charles 
E. Williamson in 1969. She 
then had their daughter Tara 
Williamson in 1970. Pauline 
was an active person who 
enjoyed bowling, softball, 
tennis, fishing and garden-
ing. She is fondly remem-
bered by her grandchildren 
as loving, encouraging and 
creative, always humming 
a song, usually one sung by 
her favorite, Ella Fitzgerald. 
She is most especially re-
membered by her daughter, 
Tara, who she spent the last 
years of her life with being 
cared for. 

Survived: She is survived 
by her daughter, Tara (Per-
ry) Hodge, her grandchil-
dren Katie Mae Campbell, 
Joshua (Hannah) Campbell, 
Charlie Hodge, and her 
great-granddaughter, Ev-
elyn Probus.

Preceded: She is pre-

ceded in death by her hus-
band Charles Williamson, 
her mother Evelyn McCa-
rver Tarvin, her father Paul 
Tarvin, and her brother, Dr. 
William L. Tarvin. 

Hoyt Lee Fugatt, 79, 
passed away Sunday, No-
vember 30, 2025. A visita-
tion was held on Wednes-
day, December 3, from 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The 
funeral service took place 
after, with Keith Screws of-
ficiating. All services took 
place at Collier-Butler Fu-
neral Home, with burial fol-
lowing at Rainbow Memo-
rial Gardens.

Mr. Fugatt was a loving 
husband, father, and grand-
father. He was loved by 
many. He loved his family 
greatly. He was a very hard-
working man and worked 
as a truck driver for many 
years. Most of his trucking 
friends knew him by his 
CB handle, “Backbumper.” 
He always enjoyed making 
people laugh and smile. He 
will be greatly missed by all 
who knew and loved him. 
He gave his life to Jesus in 
a prayer he shared with his 
beloved daughter, Christy 
Clotfelter.

He was preceded in death 
by his loving wife, Barbara 
Fugatt, of 47 years of mar-
riage; his father, Thomas 
Fugatt; his mother, Mozelle 
Fugatt; and his brother, Da-
vid Fugatt.

He is survived by his 
children: Lisa (Chris) Bor-
den, Bobby (Linda) Fugatt, 
and Christy (Terry) Clotfel-
ter; Granddaughters: Misti 
(Ben) Ragan, Marissa Am-
berson, Tiffany (Caleb) 
Carpenter; Grandson: Jus-
tin (Krista) Fugatt; And 16 
great-grandchildren.

Hoyt Lee Fugatt

Jerry Tumlin

A visitation was held from 
11 a.m. until 12 p.m. Thurs-
day, December 4, 2025, 
at Village Chapel Funeral 
Home for Jerry Tumlin, 72, 
who died Monday, Decem-
ber 1, 2025. Burial followe-
dat Williams Southside Me-
morial Park.

Mr. Tumlin was a welder 
at Gadsden Scaffold and 
then worked at Goodyear, 
where he retired after 25 
years. He was an avid Ala-
bama Football fan.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Barbara Tumlin; 
parents, Raymond and Wil-
lie Tumlin; brother, Jimmy 
Tumlin; and sister, Sandra 
Clines.

He is survived by siblings, 
Linda Bates, Bob (Caren) 
Tumlin, Danny (Pam) Tum-
lin, and Debra (Ray) White; 
and a host of extended fam-
ily and friends.

LaToya Kemp

GADSDEN - It is with 
sadness that we announce 
the passing of Ms. Latoya 
Kemp, 44, Gadsden, passed 
away Monday, Nov. 24, 
2025 Surrounded by her 
loving family.

Patricia A Stimpson
Patricia A Stimpson, aged 

86, passed away on Novem-
ber 30, 2025.

A visitation will be held at 
Collier-Butler Funeral Home 
located at 824 Rainbow 
Drive, Gadsden, AL, 35901, 
on December 8, 2025, from 
11:30 am to 12:30 pm.

The funeral service will 
take place at the same loca-
tion in the Chapel on Decem-
ber 8, 2025, starting at 12:30 
pm.

Johnny Reuben Tow

GADSDEN - Johnny 
Reuben Tow, age 65, of 
Gadsden, Alabama, passed 
away on November 27, 
2025. He loved Alabama 
football, enjoyed being out-
doors, and was known for 
always having a good time.

Johnny never met a 
stranger and would give the 
shirt off his back to anyone 
in need.

He is survived by his 
mother, Emma Tow; his sis-
ters, Peggy, Bobby, Susan, 
and Button; his daughters, 
Lenora and Candace and 
his grandchildren, Chloe, 
Clarence, Caizleigh, and 
Camara.

Johnny was preceded in 
death by his father, Forney 
Tow; his brother, Mitchell; 
and his sister, Jackie.

Visitation will be held 
at Village Chapel Funeral 
Home on Friday, December 
5, 2025, beginning at 5:00 
p.m., followed by a memo-
rial service at 6:00 p.m.

Linda Ann Riley
Linda Ann Riley, born 

on March 11, 1941, in Ala-
bama, passed away on No-
vember 30, 2025, at the age 
of 84. She was a resident of 
Rainbow City, Alabama.

Linda was a great busi-
ness owner. A longtime 
member of Meadowbrook 
Baptist Church. She enjoyed 
teaching Sunday School. 
Linda also went on mission 
trips, taught at New Life 
good role model.

Linda is preceded in death 
by her parents Charlie Rev-
els and Willie Pearl Revels; 
brothers Jerry and Gene 
Revels.

Linda is survived by her 
Husband Luther Riley, Chil-
dren; Pam (David) Bone and 
Lynn Riley, and also her sis-
ter Janice (Phil) Brown.

The family would like to 
say a special thanks to the 
pastoral staff at Meadow-
brook Baptist Church and 
friends.

A graveside service will 
be held at Rainbow Memo-
rial Gardens, located at 1440 
W Grand Ave, Gadsden, Al-
abama, 35904. The service 
is scheduled for December 
3, 2025, at 11:00 am.

Linda Ann Riley will be 
laid to rest at Rainbow Me-
morial Gardens, Gadsden, 
Alabama.

Peggy Jane (Creel) Ware
Peggy Jane (Creel) Ware, 

84, passed away peacefully 
on November 24, 2025. She 
was a beloved mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, 
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sister, friend, teacher, and de-
voted servant of her church 
and community.

A visitation was held at 
Collier-Butler Funeral Home, 
824 Rainbow Drive, Gads-
den, Alabama, on November 
28, 2025, from 9:00–11:00 
a.m. The funeral service fol-
lowed at 11:00 a.m., with Bro. 
Bill Drummons officiating 
and special music by Allen 
Hudson. Burial took place at 
Rainbow Memorial Gardens. 
Collier-Butler Funeral Home 
directing.

Peggy dedicated 35 years 
to shaping young minds as 
an elementary school teacher. 
She taught at Alma Hinson, 
John Jones, First Baptist 
Church of Rainbow City, 
and retired from Southside 
Elementary after 29 years of 
faithful service. Her gentle 
spirit, patience, and love for 
children left a lasting impact 
on countless students and 
families.

Peggy’s life was filled with 
joy, fellowship, and a deep 
love for her church. She en-
joyed traveling with her Sun-
day school group, listening to 
southern gospel music, and 
spending time antique shop-
ping. She was a proud mem-
ber of the Red Hat Society, a 
Sunday school teacher, and a 
devoted member of Southside 
Baptist Church.

She is survived by her 
children, Kim (Bob) Clark 
and Brian (Bradlie) Ware; 
her grandchildren, Brianna 
(Scott) Holderfield, Allison 
(Nick) Smith, Austin (Brit-
tany) Ware, Chelsea Clark, 
Tanner Ware, Wilson Clark, 
and Derrick (Kelsey) Bowl-
ing; and her great-grandchil-
dren, Crimson Holderfield, 
Lane Holderfield, Tobias 
Smith, Dominic Smith, Ga-
brielle Ware, Londyn Ware, 
Paisley Ware, Thomas 
Chambers, Envy Chambers, 
Kirsten (Cyle) Butenhoff, 
Abby (Drake) Stewart, and 
Gavin Holderfield. She is also 
survived by her great-great 
grandchild, Eden Stewart; 
and her sisters, Debbie Hig-
gins and Abby Voss (Aaron 

Wesp).
Peggy was preceded in 

death by her loving husband 
of 38 years, Larry Ware; her 
parents, Arline and William 
“Buck” Speaks; her parents-
in-law, Stacey and Lula Ware; 
and her brother, Ross Speaks.

The family wishes to ex-
press special thanks to Mor-
gan Brock, Courtney Mal-
colm, and Lindy Gilbert of 
Gentiva Hospice for their 
compassionate care and sup-
port.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that school sup-
plies be donated to the school 
of your choice in Peggy 
Jane’s honor, continuing her 
lifelong passion for education 
and children.

Peggy will be remembered 
for her kindness, her stead-
fast faith, and the warmth 
she shared with everyone 
she met. Her legacy lives on 
in the hearts of her family, 
friends, former students, and 
all who had the blessing of 
knowing her.

William Williams
William Williams, born 

on December 17, 1953, 
passed away on December 
2, 2025, at the age of 71.

Travis Scott 
A Celebration of Life ser-

vice for Travis Scott, 83, of 
Gadsden will be held 3:30pm 
Sunday, December 7, 2025 at 
Glencoe Hokes Bluff Funeral 
Home with Kyle Bryan offi-
ciating the service. The fam-
ily will receive friends at the 
funeral home from 3:00 PM 
to the time of the service.

Mr. Scott passed away 
Wednesday, December 3, 
2025 at his home.

Mr. Scott is preceded in 
death by his wife of 50 years, 
Shelby “Jean” Scott; parents, 
W.T. Scott and Avis Swaf-
ford; brothers, Freddie Scott 
and Wallace Scott; and his 
sister, Brenda Owens.

Left to cherish the memory 
of Mr. Scott are his daugh-
ters, Deana Smith and Nata-

sha Scott (Amanda); brother, 
Larry Scott (Amelia); special 
friends that are chosen family 
members, Carolyn and Leon 
Myers; numerous grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren, 
great-great grandchildren and 
several nieces and nephews.

Mr. Scott served in the 
United States Army in Viet-
nam from 1966-1968. He 
loved to spend time with his 
family. Travis was everyone’s 
handyman and enjoyed do-
ing what his wife and family 
liked. Travis loved Alabama 
football and he loved taking 
care of people; Mr. Scott will 
be so deeply missed by all 
who knew and loved him.

In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Hospital or the The 
Lucy Bryan Memorial Fund 
https://onrealm.org/FirstUnit-
edMeth94212/-/form/give/
Lucy.

Tina Lee Barnard 
RAINBOW CITY - A 

Celebration of Life will be 
held on Monday, December 
1, 2025 at 6:00 PM at Vic-
tory Bible Church in Albert-
ville, 140 Saratoga Street 
35950, for Tina Lee Bar-
nard, 66, of Rainbow City. 
Pastor Mike Gaskin will of-
ficiate.

Tina was born on January 
5, 1959 and made her jour-
ney to Heaven on Saturday, 
November 29, 2025 to be 
reunited with her loved ones 
waiting on her. She was of 
the Baptist Faith. Tina was a 
1977 graduate of Southside 
High School. She dedicated 
her life to her family, being 
a caretaker to her mother, a 
devoted mother to her chil-
dren and any of their friends 
that called her “Mama.” Her 
greatest joy was raising her 
grandchildren. She loved 
naps with her cats, making 
Tik Tok Videos, her four-
legged grandchildren, bon 
fires, sitting on the porch 
and a good gospel singing.

She was proceeded in 
death by her husband of 25 
years, Allen Barnard, her 

grandparents, George David 
and Birdie Tate and Chester 
and Lillie Loyd, her parents, 
Earl and Ernestine Tate, her 
brother and best friend, Tim 
Tate, special cousin, Donna 
Mershon and her chosen 
son, William Woodruff.

Left to cherish the mem-
ory of Tina are her husband, 
Darryl Foster, children, 
Kristy and John Parris, Sta-
cey and Tavaris Smith, Al-
exandra Foster and Blake 
Nicholas, grandchildren 
Kaitlyn Kerr and Zak Kim-
merling, Tavaris Smith, Za-
yden Nicholas, and chosen 
grandson Kameron Thomp-
son, siblings, Brenda and 
Marty Fuller, Mary Ann 
Thacker, and Johnna Jen-
kins, nieces and nephews 
Cory and Haley Fuller, Zac 
and Jake Mizell and Mat-
thew and Maddie Tate, great 
niece and nephew Collins 
and Henry Fuller, special 
cousins Becky and Jacky 
Austin, her chosen family, 
the Smith family from Moss 
Point, Mississippi, lifelong 
friends Carol Garrison and 
Janice Clark, chosen chil-
dren, Kelli Cason, Amanda 
Carroll, Tiffany Champion 
and Haven Seale and a host 
of extended family and 
friends.

The family would like to 
extend a special thank you 
to Advantage EMS for their 
compassion and care when 
transporting their mother.

Her memory will forever 
be treasured by those who 
loved her.

John 14:1-4

Thomas Anthony Musick
GLENCOE - Thomas 

Anthony “Tony” Musick, 
formerly of Mobile, AL, cur-
rently of Glencoe, AL passed 
from the life surrounded by 
his family and friends on Sat-
urday, November 29, 2025.

Funeral service for Tony 
will be held 2pm Wednesday, 
December 3, 2025 at Glencoe 
Hokes Bluff Funeral Home 
with David Marker and Keith 
Ritchie officiating. Burial will 

follow at Crestwood Cem-
etery. The family will receive 
friends from 1pm until time of 
service at the funeral home.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents, Thomas A. “Tom” 
Musick and Dianne Warren 
Musick.

He is survived by his sister, 
Dana Musick Johnson (Kyle); 
nephew, Nathan Johnson 
(Hannah) of Pell City, AL; 
nieces, Rachel Dyann Weath-
ington (Dakota), of Attalla, 
AL and Heather Callan (Will) 
of Centre, AL. He had several 
nieces and nephews including 
Bentley Head, Jackson Whal-
ey, Scarlett Weathingotn, 
Embry Pearl Weathington, 
Marleigh Kate Callan, and 
Dawson Callan; and a very 
loving aunt, Rosemary Car-
roll; and several cousins.

Tony attended Freed Har-
deman University in Hender-
son, TN for two years and 
completed his nursing degree, 
BA in Nursing at Jacksonville 
State University, Jacksonville, 
AL in 1985. He worked as 
a Registered Nurse at USA 
Knollwood Hospital ER in 
Mobile, AL for 25 years. He 
continued his career at Uni-
versity Hospital Trauma Unit 
until his retirement in 2015.

He was a member of Glen-
coe Church of Christ and pre-
viously attended Creekwood 
Church of Christ in Mobile, 
AL. He was a huge Green Bay 
Packers fan. He also loved 
Braves baseball and Alabama 
football. “Roll Tide Roll!!!” 
Tony enjoyed deer hunting, 
duck hunting, and any kind of 
fishing. He was a member of 
Turkey Creek Hunting Club 
in Fulton, AL. He will be so 
deeply missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

The family would like to 
express a special thank you 
to the loving sitters who he 
called “Angels”, Becca Bo-
hannon and Lisa Murphy. 
Also, Rebecca Hoskins, and 
the nurses from Gentiva Hos-
pice, Tammy, Linde, and Jen-
nifer.

Tavarus Tuck Jr

GADSDEN - Prestige 
Memorial Funeral Home & 
Crematory sadly announces 
the passing of Mr. Tavarus 
D. Tuck Jr., age 19, of Gads-
den, AL. who traded mortal 
for immortality on Friday, 
November 21, 2025. He is 
survived by his loving par-
ents. We ask that you please 
keep The Tuck Family and 
those families that may be 
going through the same lift-
ed in prayer.

Services
Public Viewing: Saturday, 

December 6, 2025, 11:00 
AM to 12:00 PM, Shiloh 
Baptist Church, 1037 Tusca-
loosa Avenue, Gadsden, AL 
35901.

Celebration of Life: Sat-
urday, December 6, 2025, 
12:00 PM, Shiloh Bap-
tist Church, 1037 Tusca-
loosa Avenue, Gadsden, AL 
35901.

Interment following fu-
neral service:, Saturday, 
December 6, 2025, Lincoln 
Hill Cemetery, 408 Mill-
er Avenue, Gadsden, AL 
35903.

Ruth Harvey
Today, we come together 

to celebrate the homegoing 
of our beloved Ruth Harvey, 
born June 27, 1942, to the late 
William and Kate Harvey in 
Gadsden, Alabama. We gath-
er to comfort each other in 
grief and to honor the life that 
Ruth lived. A life that was full 
of hope, happiness, laughter, 
and love regardless of the cir-
cumstances.

On November 23, 2025, 
Ruth united with her mother 
and father; her siblings, Eu-
gene, Willie Mae, Alberta, 
Milton, Gwen and Geraldine, 
Jody and Louise and grand-
son, Jamel Ervin.

FORD
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Craig Ford Jody Sizemore Ponda Jones Halee Sims

Sid Nelson Skyler Clonts Melissa  Ortiz Scarlett Green



By Kaitlin Hoskins
News Editor

 The Coosa Christian Conquer-
ors have conquered the attention 
of Etowah County as they prepare 
to compete for the AHSSA Super 
7 Football State Championship 
this Friday.

Coosa Christian (12-2), coached 
by Rush Propst, secured a 44-36 
victory over Pisgah (11-3) on Fri-
day, Nov. 28, to clinch a berth in 
the Class 2A semifinals. Propst 
is making his first appearance 
in the AHSAA state finals since 
2006. He guided Hoover to the 
6A championship game seven-
straight years from 2000-2006.

Since Coosa’s first team formed 
in 1976, the school has made 13 
play-off runs. The Conquerors last 
made it to the championship finals 
in 2023, where they lost to Leroy.

The last two seasons have been 
plagued with fines and forfeitures 

for Coosa Christian, with the 
Conquerors forfeiting five games 
in 2023 due to violations of the 
AHSAA Transfer Rule and with 
the team forfeiting five games in 
2024 and being placed on restric-
tive probation ahead of the 2025 
football season for playing an 
ineligible player in violation of 
the AHSSA’s Coaching Outside 
School Year Rule.

Prior to the start of the 2025 
season, Coosa announced that 
then-head coach Mark O’Bryant 
was suspended to meet all terms 
of the AHSAA’s probation rul-
ing concerning violations in the 
school’s football program. As a 
result of O’Bryant’s departure 
from the program, the AHSSA 
lifted the restrictive probation and 
replaced it with a period of non-
restrictive probation for a period 
of one year, with the understand-
ing that “should any similar vio-
lations occur in the future, addi-

tional restrictive sanctions will be 
assessed.”

With their rocky past behind 
them, the Conquerors are prepar-
ing to face Lanett (12-2) on Fri-
day, Dec. 5 at 3 p.m. at Protective 
Stadium in Birmingham. Lanett is 

looking to add a third champion-
ship trophy to their shelf this year. 
They previously won champion-
ships in 2019 and 2017. This will 
be the first time the Panthers and 
Conquerors face each other on the 
football field.
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Local
Schedules

College Basketball

Men’s
Dec. 6
GSCC at Enterprise State 

Community College at 4 
p.m.

Dec. 8
Wallace Community Col-

lege–Selma at GSCC at 6 
p.m.

Dec. 11
Copiah-Lincoln Commu-

nity College at GSCC at 7 
p.m.

Women’s
Dec. 6
GSCC at Reid State Tech-

nical College at 2 p.m.
Dec. 10
Chattanooga State Com-

munity College at GSCC at 
5 p.m.

High School 
Basketball

Girls
Dec. 5
Southside vs. Jackson-

ville at home at 6 p.m.
Sardis at Douglas at 6 

p.m.
Piedmont at Etowah at 

5:45 p.m.
Glencoe at Hokes Bluff at 

5:45 p.m.
Susan Moore at West End 

at 5:30 p.m.
Westbrook at Oneonta at 

5:45 p.m.
Ranburne at Gaston at 6 

p.m.
Dec. 6
Hazel Green at Gadsden 

City at 6 p.m.
Dec. 8
Southside vs. Cherokee 

County at home at 6 p.m.
Sardis at Ashville at 6 

p.m.
Dec. 9
Gadsden City at Plain-

view at 6 p.m.
Sardis at Crossville at 5 

p.m.
Southside vs. Glencoe at 

home at 6 p.m.
St. Clair County at 

Etowah at 5:45 p.m.
Southeastern at West End 

at 5:30 p.m.
Ohatchee at Westbrook at 

5:45 p.m.
Gaston at Pleasant Valley 

at 6 p.m.
Coosa at Faith Christian 

at 6 p.m.

Boys
Dec. 5
Southside vs. Jacksonville 

at home at 7:30 p.m.
Piedmont at Etowah at 7 

p.m.
Glencoe at Hokes Bluff at 

7:15 p.m.
Susan Moore at West End 

at 7 p.m.
Westbrook at Oneonta at 

7 p.m.
Ranburne at Gaston at 

7:30 p.m.
Dec. 6
Hazel Green at Gadsden 

City at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 8
Southside vs. Cherokee 

County at home at 7:30 p.m.
Sardis at Ashville at 7 

p.m.
Etowah at Hayden at 8 

p.m.
Glencoe at Alexandria at 

7:30 p.m.
Dec. 9
Gadsden City at Plain-

view at 7:30 p.m.
Southside vs. Glencoe at 

home at 7:30 p.m.
St. Clair County at 

Etowah at 7 p.m.
Southeastern at West End 

at 7 p.m.
Sardis at Crossville at 

6:30 p.m.
Ohatchee at Westbrook at 

7 p.m.
Gaston at Pleasant Valley 

at 7 p.m.
Coosa at Faith Christian 

at 7:30 p.m.

Photo courtesy of Bo Starkey

Hokes Bluff’s Haylen Marbut (#3) gathers for a layup.

Photo by Alex Chaney/Special to the Messenger

Recent
Scores
High School 

Girls Basketball

Nov. 25
Sardis girls varsity basketball 

team lost Tuesday’s non-confer-
ence game against Springville, 
31-37.

Gadsden City girls varsity 
basketball team lost Tuesday’s 
tournament game against Saint 
James (Montgomery), 32-54.

Southside girls varsity basket-
ball team won Tuesday’s tour-
nament game against Hayden, 
51-7.

Hokes Bluff girls varsity bas-
ketball team won Tuesday’s 
non-conference game against 
Sand, 49-18.

Glencoe girls varsity basket-
ball team won Tuesday’s non-
conference game against Lin-
coln, 49-46.

West End girls varsity basket-
ball team lost Tuesday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Asbury, 45-47.

Westbrook Christian girls var-
sity basketball team lost Tues-
day’s home non-conference 
game against Southeastern, 41-
47.

Nov. 26
Glencoe girls varsity bas-

ketball team won Wednesday’s 
home non-conference game 
against Weaver, 60-25.

Dec. 1
Hokes Bluff girls varsity bas-

ketball team won Monday’s 
non-conference game against 
Boaz, 35-31.

Dec. 2
Glencoe girls varsity bas-

ketball team won Tuesday’s 
home conference game against 
Ohatchee, 61-30.

Hokes Bluff girls varsity bas-
ketball team won Tuesday’s 
non-conference game against 
Geraldine, 56-32.

West End girls varsity basket-
ball team won Tuesday’s home 
conference game against Cleve-
land, 45-15.

High School 
Boys Basketball

Nov. 25
Sardis boys varsity basketball 

team lost Tuesday’s non-confer-
ence game against Springville, 
49-71.

Hokes Bluff boys varsity bas-
ketball team lost Tuesday’s non-
conference game against Sand 
Rock, 57-69.

West End boys varsity basket-
ball team lost Tuesday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Asbury (Albertville), 45-53.

Westbrook Christian boys 
varsity basketball team won 
Tuesday’s home non-conference 
game against Southeastern, 67-
27.

Southside boys varsity basket-
ball team lost Tuesday’s tourna-
ment game against Northridge 
(Tuscaloosa), 41-70.

Nov. 26
Sardis boys varsity basketball 

team won Wednesday’s non-
conference game against Geral-
dine, 56-45.

Dec. 1
Hokes Bluff boys varsity bas-

ketball team lost Monday’s non-
conference game against Boaz, 
47-67.

Southside boys varsity basket-
ball team won Monday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Etowah, 54-47.

Dec. 2
Westbrook Christian boys 

varsity basketball team won 
Tuesday’s home non-conference 
game against Gaston, 76-38.

Glencoe boys varsity bas-
ketball team won Tuesday’s 
home conference game against 
Ohatchee, 83-41.

West End boys varsity basket-
ball team lost Tuesday’s home 
conference game against Cleve-
land, 61-68.

Southside boys varsity basket-
ball team lost Tuesday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Ashville, 55-70.

Hokes Bluff boys varsity 
basketball team won Tuesday’s 
non-conference game against 
Geraldine, 53-41.

Gadsden City boys varsity 
basketball team won Tuesday’s 
non-conference game against 
Hewitt-Trussville, 61-57.

College Basketball
Men’s Team

Dec. 2
Gadsden State men’s basket-

ball team defeated Marion Mili-
tary Institute at home on Tues-
day, 108-93.

Coosa heads to state championship

Hokes Bluff takes on Boaz and Geraldine
By Matthew Watkins

Sports Correspondent

Hokes Bluff’s basketball teams tallied up some big 
mileage earlier in the week as they traveled on both 
Monday and Tuesday to Boaz and Geraldine, respec-
tively. Early season matchups are obviously pivotal in 
preparing teams for area play, and each of these oppo-
nents are unique compared to Hokes Bluff’s non-area 
slate from a season ago. 

Hokes Bluff’s varsity girls, led by Head Coach Evan 
Talbot, got off to an extremely slow start against Boaz. 
The Pirates didn’t fare much better. Each team pri-
marily utilized zone defenses for most of the contest, 
which can usually lead to a lot of three-point attempts 
and quick entries into the paint. However, each team 
shot poorly in the opening two quarters, leading to an 
uneventful halftime score of 10-9 in favor of Boaz.

Each team started to find its footing in the second 
half, though. The Lady Eagles connected on six three-
pointers in the game, but five of those came in the sec-
ond half. Boaz responded to each mini-run that Hokes 
Bluff made, and it came down to Lady Eagles junior 
Mary Davenport sinking a crucial free throw with 4 
seconds remaining to secure the 35-31 Hokes Bluff vic-
tory. Hokes Bluff’s senior guard Pressley Wall led the 
team with 10 points. Addison Simmons, a sophomore 
forward, added 8 points of her own, and Mazely Ball, a 
freshman forward, had 6. 

The varsity boys contest was played in stark contrast 
to the girls game, with points pouring in early and of-
ten from both sides. Boaz took a 14-13 lead into the 
second quarter, and that’s where they separated them-
selves from the Eagles. After the opening quarter, Boaz 
outscored Hokes Bluff 53-34, leading to a 67-47 win. 
For Hokes Bluff, the lone bright spot came in the form 
of senior guard Ronan McFadden, who led all scorers 
with 27 points. 

The following night at Geraldine, the Lady Eagles 
started out on fire. They raced out to a 16-4 lead at the 
end of the first quarter. For the rest of the game, Hokes 
Bluff would not allow their lead to get any less than 15, 
and cruised to a 56-32 victory, the sixth win in a row for 
the Lady Eagles (6-1). Addison Simmons led the team 
with 12 points, and senior forward Emma Doss added 9 
of her own. Mazely Ball also scored 9 points.

The Hokes Bluff boys team got a little of their groove 
back against the Bulldogs, but it was far from an easy 
feat. It was a tight contest for much of the first three 
quarters, with neither team being fully able to pull away 
from one another. However, the fourth quarter was all-
Hokes Bluff. The Eagles’ senior guard, Noah Johnson, 
got hot in the closing minutes and helped stretch their 
lead to double-digits. He would go on to finish with a 
game-high 24 points. The Eagles held on to their lead 
until the final buzzer sounded, giving them a 53-41 vic-
tory. Ronan McFadden chipped in 8 points, and fresh-
man forward Brody Morgan added 7. 

Both Hokes Bluff teams will play again tonight at 
home against their crosstown rival, Glencoe. The ju-
nior-varsity girls game will start the action at 3:30, with 
all other games to follow. 
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In Alabama,
football 
divides us.

But we can agree on one thing: We love our local newspapers.

This year, nearly 190,000 screaming football fans will fill up
Bryant-Denny and Jordan-Hare stadiums for every home game.

That’s a lot of people! But you can pack both stadiums all season
long and the total will still be less than the nearly 3 million adults

who read Alabama’s daily and weekly newspapers.

If  you’re reading an Alabama newspaper, you’re already on a
winning team. And if  you’re an Alabama business, remember

that you’ll score big with our state’s newspapers.

256-547-1049
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Gadsden City High School athletes recently celebrated a college signing day at the GCHS auditorium. Zyan Gibson signed on to University of Alabama and Ty Sims signed on 
to Jacksonville State University. Pictured below, left, Zyan Gibson (sitting left) and Ty Sims (sitting right) pose with GCHS football coaching staff at signing day. Pictured 
below, right, Zyan Gibson (left) and Ty Sims (right) pose after signing to University of Alabama and Jacksonville State University. Pictured bottom left, Ty Sims’ family 

celebrates after he signed to Jacksonville State. Pictured bottom right, Zyan Gibson’s family looks on as he signs to University of Alabama. Submitted photos.

SPORTS
Gadsden City athletes make it official at signing day

1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden AL
256-413-7611

cfordinsurance.com

1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden AL
256-413-7611

cfordinsurance.com

1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden AL
256-413-7611

cfordinsurance.com
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COUPON 
EFFECTIVE

DEC. 5-
DEC. 6 Fruitist

Jumbo
Blueberries

9.8 Oz.

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 4X IN ONE TRANSACTION.
COUPON 

EFFECTIVE
DEC. 5-
DEC. 6

ValuCard Price...............................4.39
Digital Coupon.........................-1.00

Food Club Food
Squares Cereal

12 Oz.

ValuCard Price...........................................6.99
Digital Coupon....................................-1.99

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 2X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally 

where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single 

item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities 

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 

competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2025 K-VA-T Food 

Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901
SALE DATES: FRI.,DEC. 5 -

SAT., DEC. 6,  2025
Sign up today at foodcity.com to receive

exclusive specials, coupons and more!

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally

where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single

item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 

competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2023 K-VA-T Food 

Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.    

foodcity.com

@FoodCity
www.foodcity.com

2X FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 249
With Card

FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 500
With Card

4X

friday and Saturday
December 5-6

LIMIT 1 TRANSACTION PER ITEM PER VALUCARD PER DAY. 
DISCOUNT TAKEN AS A COUPON. CUSTOMER PAYS SALES TAX. $295 IN SAVINGS

Selected Varieties

Octagon Tray
Each

Cut Fresh In-Store, Watermelon,
Cantaloupe or Pineapple

Fruit Bowls
Each

Selected Varieties,
Food Club Cheese Tray (16 Oz.) or

Food Club 
Shredded Cheese
32 Oz.

Selected Varieties,
Crescents, Cinnamon Rolls or

Pillsbury 
Grands! Biscuits
8 Ct.

Selected Varieties

Martha White 
Muffin Mix
6-7.6 Oz.

Selected Varieties

In-Store
Made Sushi
Each

Selected Varieties, Jones Dairy Farms 
Sausage or Meatballs (16-20 Oz.), Eggo Family 
Size or Protein Waffles (12.3-14.8 Oz. or 24 
Ct.), Kellogg’s Giant Cereal (18.4-29.5 Oz.) or

Nestlé Coffee mate
64 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Nissin Ramen Noodles 
(6 Pk.), Duncan Hines Frosting, Brownie Mix, 
Classic or Supreme

Duncan Hines 
Cake Mix
14-18.3 Oz.

Basket & Bushel

Jumbo Baking 
Potatoes
8 Lb.

Selected Varieties, 
Coffee mate Powder (35.3 Oz.) or

Jif Peanut Butter
40 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Hidden Valley Ranch 
(36 Oz.), Frozen, Drumstick, Oreo or 
Toll House Novelties (7-20 Ct.) or

DiGiorno Pizza
14.6-29.3 Oz.

Made Fresh in the Bakery

Sandwich Cookies
6 Ct.

500
With Card 500

With Card

IN THE

Deli

Available

IN SELECT
STORES

500
With Card 500

With Card

IN THE

PRODUCE

Dept.

IN THE

PRODUCE

Dept.

5/$5With Card

LIMIT
10

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

500
With Card 500

With Card

500
With Card 500

With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
4

LIMIT

4
EACH

2/$5With Card

4/$5With Card

500
With Card

IN THE

Bakery

Selected Varieties

Coca-Cola
Products
24 Pk., 12 Oz. Cans

Selected Varieties, Links

Eckrich Smoked 
Sausage
12-14 Oz.

Frozen, Selected Varieties
Pizza Bites (90 Ct.) or

Crav’n Flavor
Corn Dogs
16 Ct.

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Michelina’s 
Entrees
4.5-9 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Ziploc Storage or
Freezer Bags (10-29 Ct.) or

Tide Simply 
Detergent
31-32 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Keebler Sandwich Crackers 
(11.04 Oz.), Pepperidge Farm Cookies (5-7.5 Oz.),
Rice Krispies Treats (6-8 Ct.) or

Little Debbie 
Snack Cakes
9.5-16.2 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Takis (6.5-9.9 Oz.),Bagel Bites 
(7 Oz.), Betty Crocker Fruit Snacks (6-10 Ct.), 
Fruit Rollups (4.8-5 Oz.) or

Smuckers 
Uncrustables
4 Ct.

Frozen, Selected Varieties, Pepperidge Farm Garlic 
Bread (9.5-11.75 Oz.), Rao’s, Michael Angelo’s or

Boston Market 
Entrees
8.5-15 Oz.

TopCare Mucus Relief Max (6 Oz.), 
TopCare ClearLax (8.3 Oz.) or

TopCare 
All Day Allergy
30 Ct.

Selected Varieties

Hormel Pork 
Filet or Tenderloin
24 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Pringles Mega Stacks or Mingles 
(5.5-7.16 Oz.), Santitas Salsa (15.5 Oz.), Baken-ets, 
Chester’s Puffcorn or Fries,

Santitas or 
Munchos
3.25-11 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Jack Link’s 
Beef Jerky (2.85 Oz.) or

Gatorade
8 Pk., 20 Oz. Btls.

1099
With Card

2/$5With Card

IN THE

MEAT

Dept.

LIMIT

6
EACH

500
With Card

2/$5With Card

500
With Card

2/$5With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

500
With Card

2/$5With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
10

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

2/$5With Card

5/$5With Card

500
With Card

2/$5With Card

LIMIT
2
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SALE
CHRISTMAS

S P E C I A L  O F F E R

PURCHASE A 1 - YEAR
SUBSCRIPTION FOR $25.00

THE MESSENGER NEWSPAPER IS 
THE BEST SOURCE FOR LOCAL 

COMMUNITY NEWS AND SPORTS.

PROMO CODE: WINTER

NOW UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2024
CALL 256-547-1049 OR STOP BY 1957

 RAINBOW DRIVE, GADSDEN, AL. 35901 

OFFER VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2025



____________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE 
NOTICE

Whereas, default having 
been made in the pay-
ment of the indebtedness 
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Jesus Eduardo Gonzalez 
Ortega and wife, Leighan-
na Brooke Gonzalez, to 
Emblem Credit Union 
on the 3rd day of March, 
2025, said mortgage 
being recorded at Mort-
gage Book 2025, Page 
3588669, in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate of 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
and the undersigned, by 
reason of such default, 
having declared the entire 
remaining indebtedness 
secured by said mort-
gage to be immediately 
due and payable, and 
said mortgage subject to 
foreclosure, and such de-
fault continuing, notice is 
hereby given, that acting 
under the power of sale 
contained in said mort-
gage, the undersigned, 
Dana L. Rice, will sell at 
public outcry to the high-
est bidder for cash in front 
of the Courthouse door in 
Gadsden, Etowah County, 
Alabama, during the legal 
hours of sale on the 15th 
day of December, 2025, 
the following described 
real estate situated in 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
to-wit:
All that certain lot or par-
cel of land situated in the 
County of Etowah, State 
of Alabama, and being 
more particularly de-
scribed as follows:  Lots 
Number 22 and 23 in Ca-
noe Creek Paradise, as 
recorded in Plat Book H, 
page 22, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Alabama.  
This conveyance is sub-
ject to subdivision restric-
tions, utility, drainage, and 
sewer easements, and 
minimum setback line, 
if any, applicable to the 
aforesaid property ap-
pearing of record in the 
Office of the Judge of Pro-
bate, Etowah County, Ala-
bama.  This conveyance 
is also subject to any prior 
reservation, severance or 
conveyance of minerals or 
mineral rights.
Subject to the restrictions 
recorded in Misc. Book 
93, page 899, and amend-
ed by Misc. Book 241, 
page 39, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Alabama.
Said sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying 
the indebtedness secured 
by said mortgage, as well 
as the expenses of fore-
closure.  Alabama law 
gives some persons who 
have an interest in prop-
erty the right to redeem 
the property under certain 
circumstances.  Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process.  
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and 
programs as part of the 
foreclosure process.

Emblem Credit Union
BY:_/s/Dana L. Rice
Dana L. Rice, Its Attorney
Turnbach, Warren, Rice, 
Lloyd, Frederick 
& Smith, P.C.
P. O. Box 129
Gadsden, Alabama 35902
 (256) 543-3664

November 21, 28 and 
December 5, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF

 MORTGAGE
 FORECLOSURE

SALE

Default having been made 
in the payment of the in-
debtedness secured by 
that certain Mortgage 
executed by Jessica 
Kirk and Shan F. Kirk, 
Jr., wife and husband, 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc. (“MERS”), (solely 
as nominee for Lender, 
First Federal Bank, and 
Lender’s successors and 
assigns), dated the 28th 
day of June, 2021, which 
Mortgage was recorded in 
the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, in Instrument 
Number 3523444; said 
Mortgage having been 
transferred and assigned 
by Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
(“MERS”), (solely as nom-
inee for Lender, First Fed-
eral Bank, and Lender’s 
successors and assigns) 
to Alabama Housing Fi-
nance Authority by virtue 
of that certain Assignment 
of Mortgage dated Octo-
ber 7, 2025, and recorded 
in said Probate Office in 
Miscellaneous Book 2025, 
at Page 3599061. The un-
dersigned Alabama Hous-
ing Finance Authority as 
Assignee of said Mort-
gage will, under and by 
virtue of the power of sale 

contained in said Mort-
gage, sell at auction to the 
highest bidder for cash be-
fore the main entrance of 
the Etowah County Court-
house in the City of Gads-
den, Alabama, during 
the legal hours of sale 
on January 29, 2026, the 
real property described 
in said Mortgage, which 
said description is hereby 
referred to and made a 
part hereof, said property 
being situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit:
All of Lot 5 and the North 
75 feet of Lot 4, said 75 
feet evenly along, South 
of, and contiguous to and 
parallel with the South line 
of said Lot 5, Block 2 of 
Sardis Addition No. 2 as 
recorded in Plat Book G, 
Page 261 in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate in 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
and subject to those cer-
tain protective and restric-
tive covenants as found of 
record in Misc Book 44, 
Page 59 in the Probate 
Office of Etowah County, 
Alabama. 

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an in-
terest in property the right 
to redeem the property un-
der certain circumstances.  
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess.  An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part of 
the foreclosure process.  
This sale is made for the 
purpose of realizing the 
mortgage debt, together 
with all expenses of the 
sale, including a reason-
able attorney’s fee.

CAPELL & 
HOWARD, P.C.
Bowdy J. 
Brown, Esq.   	
150 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 
36104

Our File No.: 37591-3609
ATTORNEYS FOR 
ASSIGNEE
ALABAMA HOUSING FI-
NANCE AUTHORITY
ASSIGNEE 

November 28, December 
5, and 12, 2025

_______________
NOTICE OF 

FORECLOSURE
 SALE

Default having been made 
in the payment of the in-
debtedness secured by 
that certain mortgage 
executed by Karla Gow-
ens, married woman, to 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as 
Mortgagee, as nominee 
for Acopia, LLC, its suc-
cessors and assigns , on 
January 12, 2022, said 
mortgage being recorded 
in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, on January 
14, 2022, as Document 
Number 3533810. Data 
Mortgage Inc., DBA Es-
sex Mortgage, the current 
holder, under and by virtue 
of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for 
cash, in front of the main 
entrance of the Etowah 
County Courthouse, in 
Gadsden, Alabama, on 
February 18, 2026, during 
the legal hours of sale, the 
following described real 
estate, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit:
All that certain lot or par-
cel of land situated in the 
County of Etowah, State 
of Alabama, and being 
more particularly de-
scribed as follows: 
Begin at the Southeast 
corner of Lot Number Five 
(5), of the Larrydale Sub-
division Unit Two (2), as 
recorded in Plat Book “G”, 
Page 99, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
and run Northerly, along 
the East line of said Lot 
#5 and #6, 106.00 feet 
to a point; thence deflect 
89° 54’ to the left and run 
Westerly 165.00 feet to 
a point; thence deflect 
90° 06’ to the left and run 
Southerly 106.00 feet to 
an existing capped rebar 
on the South line of Lot 
#4; thence deflect 89° 54’ 
to the left and run Easter-
ly along the South line of 
said Lot #4 and #5 165.00 
feet to the point of begin-
ning. Said property being 
a portion of Lots Numbers 
Four (4), Five (5) and Six 
(6), of the Larrydale Sub-
division Unit Two (2) to 
Glencoe, Alabama, as re-
corded in Plat Book “G”, 
Page 99, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Alabama.
More commonly known 
as: 1123 Larry St, Glen-
coe, AL 35905
This Property will be sold 
on an “as is, where is” 
basis, without warranty 
or recourse, expressed 
or implied as to title, use 
and/or enjoyment and will 

be sold subject to the right 
of redemption of all parties 
entitled thereto.  Alabama 
law gives some persons 
who have an interest in 
property the right to re-
deem the property under 
certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as part of 
the foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expense of fore-
closure. The successful 
bidder must tender cer-
tified funds by noon the 
next business day to Law 
Office of Halliday, Watkins 
& Mann, P.C.  Certified 
funds must be in the form 
of a wire transfer, bank or 
credit union’s cashier’s 
check, or bank official 
check payable to Halli-
day, Watkins & Mann, P.C. 
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C. reserves the right to 
award the bid to the next 
highest bidder should the 
highest bidder fail to time-
ly tender the total amount 
due. If sale is voided, 
Mortgagee/Transferee 
shall return the bid amount 
to the successful purchas-
er and the Mortgagee/
Transferee shall not be 
liable to the purchase for 
any damages. If the sale 
is set aside for any rea-
son, the purchaser at the 
sale shall be only entitled 
to a return of the deposit 
and bid amount, if paid. 
The Mortgagee/Transfer-
ee reserves the right to 
bid for and purchase the 
real estate and to credit 
its purchase price against 
the expenses of sale and 
indebtedness secured by 
the real estate. This sale is 
subject to postponement 
or cancellation. 

Data Mortgage Inc., DBA 
Essex Mortgage (“Trans-
feree”) 

Halliday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C.
244 Inverness Center 
Drive
Birmingham, AL 35242
Phone: (801) 355-2886

November 28, December 
5, and 12, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE
 SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of the 
loan documents secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by Shirley T 
Sparkman A/K/A Shirley 
Tomlin Sparkman A/K/A 
Shirley JoAnn Tomlin to 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee 
for Family Savings Cred-
it Union, its successors 
and assigns dated April 2, 
2020; said mortgage be-
ing recorded on April 17, 
2020 as Instrument No. 
3500925 in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate of 
Etowah County, Alabama. 
Said Mortgage was last 
sold, assigned and trans-
ferred to Newrez LLC 
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing by assignment 
recorded in Deed Book 
2025, Page 3596297 in 
the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama.

The undersigned, Ne-
wrez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing, un-
der and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, will sell at 
public outcry to the high-
est bidder for cash before 
the main entrance of the 
Court House in Etowah 
County, Alabama during 
the legal hours of sale 
(between 11am and 4pm), 
on January 7, 2026 the fol-
lowing property, situated in 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
to-wit:

Lot Number Nineteen (19), 
Block Number Four (4), in 
Crestview Land Compa-
ny’s Addition to Gadsden, 
according to the map or 
plat thereof recorded in 
Plat Book “D”, Pages 144 
and 145, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Alabama.

Said property is common-
ly known as 618 Magnolia 
Ave, Gadsden, AL 35903.

Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold 
subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien, 

but not yet due and pay-
able), the right of redemp-
tion of any taxing author-
ity, all outstanding liens 
for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the 
property, any matters 
which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and 
inspection of the prop-
erty, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, 
easements, rights-of-way, 
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special assess-
ments, covenants, the 
statutory right of redemp-
tion pursuant to Alabama 
law, and any matters of re-
cord including, but not lim-
ited to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will 
be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse 
against the above-named 
or the undersigned. The 
successful bidder must 
present certified funds in 
the amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an in-
terest in property the right 
to redeem the property un-
der certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part of 
the foreclosure process.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code and (2) 
to final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the 
Mortgage.

NEWREZ LLC D/B/A 
SHELLPOINT MORT-
GAGE SERVICING
as holder of said mortgage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 25-07617AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

The Messenger
25-07617AL

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

_____________
MORTGAGE

 FORECLOSURE
SALE

PUBLICATION DATES: 
August 22, 2025, August 
29, 2025, September 
5, 2025, September 26, 
2025, December 5, 2025. 
NEWSPAPER: The Mes-
senger. Default having 
been made in the pay-
ment of the indebtedness 
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
John Brackett Moore, a 
married man, originally in 
favor of Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc. as nominee for 
Zillow Home Loans, LLC, 
on January 12, 2024, said 
mortgage recorded in the 
Office of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama, in Instrument 
Number 3568818; the 
undersigned PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC, as 
Mortgagee/Transferee, 
under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, will sell at 
public outcry to the high-
est bidder for cash, in front 
of the main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gadsden, 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
on September 10, 2025, 
during the legal hours of 
sale, all of its rights, title, 
and interest in and to the 
following described real 
estate, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit: 
A tract or parcel of land 
described as beginning 
at a point in the center of 
the Public Road leading 
to Formans Lake and on 
the North line of Frac-
tional Section Four (4) 
Township Twelve (12) 
Range Five (5) East of 
Huntsville Meridian. Said 
beginning point is 176 
feet measured along said 
North line Westerly from 
the North East corner of 
the Northeast Quarter of 
the above described Frac-
tional Section, and thence 
run along the said North 
line run in a Southerly di-
rection a distance of Three 
Hundred Ninety Two feet 
more or less to a point in 
the center of the Public 
Road leading from the 
Old Walnut Grove road to 
Formans Lake and from 
the center or from this 
point run in an Easterly 
Direction and meandering 
said road to the beginning 
point which is the cen-
ter of the said road and 
on the said North line of 

the Fractional Section 4, 
and embracing a portion 
of the North East Quar-
ter of Northwest Quarter 
of Fractional Section 4, 
Township (12) South of 
Range Five (5) East of 
Huntsville Meridian, in 
Etowah County, Alabama 
and being and lying west 
of Big Wills Creek contain-
ing two and 55/100 acres 
more or less, save and ex-
cept however, that certain 
one half acres heretofore 
conveyed by W. B. Hor-
ton and wife, Ola Horton 
to Jackie Mims and wife, 
Lola Mims, by deed dat-
ed 27th February, 1951, 
and recorded in books 
460, Page 279, Probate 
Office, Etowah County, 
Alabama, said land being 
conveyed subject to the 
rights of the public to us 
the South 15 feet for road 
purposes, minerals in the 
above described property 
is reserved. Together with 
all improvements located 
thereon.. Property street 
address for information-
al purposes: 3125 Miller 
Hollow Road , Attalla, 
AL 35954. THIS PROP-
ERTY WILL BE SOLD 
ON AN “AS IS, WHERE 
IS” BASIS, WITHOUT 
WARRANTY OR RE-
COURSE, EXPRESSED 
OR IMPLIED AS TO TI-
TLE, USE AND/OR EN-
JOYMENT AND WILL BE 
SOLD SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES 
ENTITLED THERETO. 
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an in-
terest in property the right 
to redeem the property un-
der certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part of 
the foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expenses of fore-
closure. The successful 
bidder must tender a 
non-refundable deposit 
of Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) in certified 
funds made payable to 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. at 
the time and place of the 
sale. The balance of the 
purchase price plus any 
deed recording costs and 
transfer taxes must be 
paid in certified funds by 
noon the next business 
day at the Law Office of 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. at 
the address indicated be-
low. Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. 
reserves the right to award 
the bid to the next highest 
bidder should the highest 
bidder fail to timely tender 
the total amount due. The 
Mortgagee/Transferee 
reserves the right to bid 
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its 
purchase price against the 
expenses of sale and the 
indebtedness secured by 
the real estate. This sale 
is subject to postpone-
ment or cancellation. The 
above mortgage foreclo-
sure sale has been post-
poned from September 
10, 2025 until November 
19, 2025, during the legal 
hours of sale in front of 
the main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gadsden, 
Etowah County, Alabama. 
The above mortgage fore-
closure sale has been 
postponed from Novem-
ber 19, 2025 until January 
21, 2026, during the legal 
hours of sale in front of 
the main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gadsden, 
Etowah County, Alabama. 
PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC, (“Transferee”) Tiffany 
& Bosco, P.A., 2501 20th 
Place South, Suite 300, 
Homewood, AL 35223 
www.tblaw.com TB File 
Number: 25-06342-PM-
AL

December 5, 2025
____________

NOTICE OF
 FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been made 
in the terms of that certain 
Mortgage, executed on 
July 14, 2015, by MAM 
Investments Series Nine, 
LLC, a Nevada LLC, as 
Mortgagor, to FVP, LLC, a 
Florida LLC, as Mortgag-
ee, which said Mortgage 
is recorded at Instrument 
#3420670, and which 
said Mortgage and un-
derlying promissory note 
was assigned to Garafalo 
Family Revocable Trust 
and recorded at Instru-
ment #3429040, and 
which said Mortgage and 
underlying promissory 
note is currently held by 
Garafalo Family Revoca-
ble Trust, and Garafalo 
Family Revocable Trust 
is authorized to enforce 
the terms of the Mortgage 
secured by said promis-
sory note by virtue of the 

power of sale thereunder 
and § 35-10-12, Ala. Code 
1975, the following de-
scribed real property was 
to be sold on 12/2/2025, 
but is postponed and will 
instead be sold at public 
outcry, for cash, to the 
highest bidder, in front of 
the Courthouse door of 
Etowah County during 
the legal hours of sale on 
March 2, 2026

Commencing at the 
Southwest corner of the 
intersection of Lonesome 
Bend Road and Air De-
pot Road in the North-
east corner of Section 
30, Township 12 South, 
Range 7 East; thence 
Due West along the ob-
served South ROW line 
of Air Depot Road 325.00 
ft. to a capped rebar at 
the point of intersection 
of said South ROW line of 
Air Depot Road and a 40 
ft. Right of Way; said point 
being the true point of be-
ginning of the hereafter 
described parcel; thence 
South 00 degrees 00 min. 
19 sec. West and leaving 
said South ROW line of Air 
Depot Road 469. 92 ft. to 
a 3/ 8 inch pinch top pipe; 
thence North 89 degrees 
56 min. 41 sec. West 
235.21 ft. to a 3/8 inch 
pipe; thence South 00 de-
grees 03 min. 54 sec. East 
722.84 ft. to a ½ inch pipe 
on the observed Northeast 
Right of Way line of Louis-
ville & Nashville Railroad 
(aka the Southwest Right 
of Way line of a recorded 
road right of way); thence 
North 34 degrees 08 
min. 59 sec. West along 
said ROW line of railroad 
180.00 ft. to a capped 
rebar; thence North 00 
degrees 03 min. 54 sec. 
West 26.79 ft. to a capped 
rebar on the observed 
Northeast ROW line of 
said recorded road row; 
thence North 34 degrees 
02 min. 30 sec. West 
along said row 227.22 ft. 
to a ½ inch pipe; thence 
North 00 degrees 09 min. 
32 sec. West and leaving 
said row line 828.51 ft. 
to a capped rebar on the 
observed South ROW line 
of Air Depot Road; thence 
due East along said ROW 
line 465.00 ft. to the true 
point of beginning. The 
conveyance will be sub-
ject to all easements, re-
strictions and reservations 
appearing of record. Said 
sale will also be made 
subject to any Federal 
Tax Liens and/or Special 
Assessments of any na-
ture, if any, which might 
adversely affect the title to 
the property. 

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an in-
terest in property the right 
to redeem the property un-
der certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part of 
the foreclosure process. 
The property is being sold 
“as is, where is”.  Said 
property is sold without 
warranty or recourse, 
express or implied as to 
title, use or enjoyment. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well as 
the expenses of foreclo-
sure.  This sale is subject 
to postponement or can-
cellation.

James O’Connell
O’Connell Law Firm
P.O. Box 380564
Birmingham, AL 35238

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

_______________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE
 SALE

Default having been made 
in the payment of the in-
debtedness secured by 
that certain mortgage ex-
ecuted by Kenya Rice, 
a married woman, origi-
nally in favor of Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee 
for Success Mortgage 
Partners, Inc., on April 
17, 2023, said mortgage 
recorded in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate of 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
in In-strument Number 
3556389; the under-
signed PennyMac Loan 
Services, LLC, as Mort-
gagee/Transferee, under 
and by virtue of the power 
of sale contained in said 
mortgage, will sell at pub-
lic outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash, in front of 
the main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gadsden, 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
on January 15, 2026, 
during the legal hours of 
sale, all of its rights, ti-
tle, and interest in and to 
the following described 

real estate, situated in 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
to-wit: Lots 28, 29, 30 
and 31 in Block Number 
4 “Mountainview Park” 
as recorded in Plat Book 
C, Pages 176 and 177, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama,togeth-
er with all improvements 
thereon.. Property street 
address for informational 
purposes: 2441 Scenic 
Dr , Gadsden, AL 35904. 
THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS 
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY 
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED 
AS TO TITLE, USE AND/
OR ENJOYMENT AND 
WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO THE RIGHT 
OF REDEMPTION OF 
ALL PARTIES ENTITLED 
THERETO. Alabama law 
gives some persons who 
have an interest in prop-
erty the right to redeem 
the property under certain 
circumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and 
programs as a part of the 
foreclosure process. This 
sale is made for the pur-
pose of paying the indebt-
edness secured by said 
mortgage, as well as the 
expenses of foreclosure. 
The successful bidder 
must tender a non-refund-
able deposit of Five Thou-
sand Dollars ($5,000.00) 
in certified funds made 
payable to Tiffany & Bo-
sco, P.A. at the time and 
place of the sale. The bal-
ance of the purchase price 
plus any deed recording 
costs and transfer taxes 
must be paid in certified 
funds by noon the next 
business day at the Law 
Office of Tiffany & Bosco, 
P.A. at the address indicat-
ed below. Tiffany & Bosco, 
P.A. reserves the right to 
award the bid to the next 
highest bidder should the 
highest bidder fail to time-
ly tender the total amount 
due. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate and 
to credit its purchase price 
against the expenses of 
sale and the indebted-
ness secured by the real 
estate. This sale is subject 
to postponement or can-
cellation. PennyMac Loan 
Services, LLC, (“Trans-
feree”) Tiffany & Bosco, 
P.A., 2501 20th Place 
South, Suite 300, Home-
wood, AL 35223 www.
tblaw.com TB File Num-
ber: 25-03251-PM-AL 
12/05/2025, 12/12/2025, 
12/19/2025

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

_____________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE
 SALE

Default having been made 
in the payment of the in-
debtedness secured by 
that certain mortgage ex-
ecuted by Jason McIntyre 
and Jennifer McIntyre, 
husband and wife, origi-
nally in favor of Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee 
for Family Savings Credit 
Union, on June 14, 2017, 
said mortgage recorded in 
the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, in Instrument 
Number 3452124; the 
undersigned Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC, 
as Mortgagee/Transferee, 
under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, will sell at 
public outcry to the high-
est bidder for cash, in front 
of the main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gadsden, 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
on January 15, 2026, 
during the legal hours of 
sale, all of its rights, ti-
tle, and interest in and to 
the following described 
real estate, situated in 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
to-wit: Commence at a 
1-1/2 inch pipe marking 
the Northeast corner of 
the NW 1/4 - NW 1/4 of 
Section 21, Township 12 
South, Range 8 East; 
thence South 02 degrees 
02 minutes 18 seconds 
West 734.24 feet along 
the East line of said forty 
to a 1/2-inch capped rebar 
(CA497-LS) also being 
the Point of Beginning; 
thence continue South 
02 degrees 02 minutes 
18 seconds West 325.00 
feet along said forty line 
a 3/8-inch rebar on the 
Northerly right of way of 
U.S. Highway Number 
278 (80-foot right of way); 
thence leaving said forty 
line North 69 degrees 43 
minutes 21 seconds West 
283.00 feet along said 
right of way to a 1/2-inch 
capped rebar (CA-497-
LS); thence leaving said 

LEGALS
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right of way North 02 
degrees 02 minutes 18 
seconds East 325.00 feet 
to a 1/2-inch capped re-
bar (CA-497-LS); thence 
South 69 degrees 43 
minutes 21 seconds East 
283.00 feet to the Point 
of Beginning; situated, ly-
ing and being in Etowah 
County, Alabama.. Prop-
erty street address for 
informational purposes: 
9234 US Highway 278 E 
, Hokes Bluff, AL 35903. 
THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS 
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY 
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED 
AS TO TITLE, USE AND/
OR ENJOYMENT AND 
WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO THE RIGHT 
OF REDEMPTION OF 
ALL PARTIES ENTITLED 
THERETO. Alabama law 
gives some persons who 
have an interest in prop-
erty the right to redeem 
the property under certain 
circumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part of 
the foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expenses of fore-
closure. The successful 
bidder must tender a 
non-refundable deposit 
of Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) in certified 
funds made payable to 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. at 
the time and place of the 
sale. The balance of the 
purchase price plus any 
deed recording costs and 
transfer taxes must be 
paid in certified funds by 
noon the next business 
day at the Law Office of 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. at 
the address indicated be-
low. Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. 
reserves the right to award 
the bid to the next highest 
bidder should the highest 
bidder fail to timely tender 
the total amount due. The 
Mortgagee/Transferee 
reserves the right to bid 
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its 
purchase price against the 
expenses of sale and the 
indebtedness secured by 
the real estate. This sale is 
subject to postponement 
or cancellation. Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC, 
(“Transferee”) Tiffany & 
Bosco, P.A., 2501 20th 
Place South, Suite 300, 
Homewood, AL 35223 
www.tblaw.com TB File 
Number: 25-06399-CE-AL 
12/05/2025, 12/12/2025, 
12/19/2025

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Marguerite Cornutt and 
Stanley Green was/were 
appointed Co-Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/21/2025 to the Estate 
of Addie Stonecipher 
Conaway, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Brenda Whitfield Jones 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 10/22/2025 to the Es-
tate of Patsy Ann White-
field, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Ray A. Morris was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/23/2025 to the Estate 
of Jane Posey Morris, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Barry Dale Collins was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/24/2025 to the Estate 
of Mary Helen Collins, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Diretha Allen was/were 
appointed Personal 

Representative(s) on 
10/29/2025 over the Es-
tate of Josephine Stover 
Robinson, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Katherine Barnes was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/03/2025 to the Estate 
of Elizabeth Brooklynn 
Barnes, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Brandy Clemmons was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/06/2025 to the Estate 
of Larry Green Whisenant, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Brandy Spencer was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/07/2025 to the Estate 
of Nora Velecia Spencer, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Garrett Gibbs was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/31/2025 over the Es-
tate of Matthew Raye 
Gibbs, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Floyd Mark Carnes was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 09/26/2025 over the 
Estate of Floyd Thom-
as Carnes, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Rodney Clark Jennings 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 11/10/2025 to the Es-
tate of Paula Kay Patton 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

David A. Culp and Ra-
chel E. Culp (AKA Ra-
chel Culp Moorman) was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/05/2025 to the Estate 
of Henry Culp, IV., de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Andre Ash was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
10/22/2025 over the Es-
tate of Cassie Marilyn Ash, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

John Marc Guthrie was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/28/2025 to the Estate 
of John Kenneth Guthrie, 
Jr., deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Mitchell Bryant Kennedy, 
Jr. was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 10/20/2025 to 
the Estate of Gary James 
Kennedy, Sr., deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Jerry Wayne Dean was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/07/2025 to the Es-
tate of Margaret Ophelia 
Dean, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Phillip W. Williams, Jr. 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 11/04/2025 to the Es-
tate of Alfred West, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Andrea Collett was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/28/2025 to the Estate 
of Jerry Wayne Collett, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Jennifer Tamburello was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/22/2025 to the Es-
tate of Avis W. Elrod, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, December 
5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

John Timothy Phillips 
and Tatina Phillips was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/19/2025 over the Es-
tate of Jeffery Todd Phil-
lips, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Olivia R. Walden was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/17/2025 to the Estate 
of B.W. Walden a/k/a 
Bobbie Willie Walden, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Mary Bailey was/were ap-
pointed Personal Repre-
sentative(s) on 11/17/2025 
to the Estate of George 
D. Maddox, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

John Strickland was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/12/2025 to the Estate 
of Nancy Godfrey Bobo, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Linda Davis Hester was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/13/2025 to the Estate 
of Henry Taylor Davis, II, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILECLAIMS

Cecilia Ann Mecham 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 11/13/2025 over the 
Estate of Margaret Ann 
Cranford, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

David L. Holmes and 
Bobbie Ann Ross was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/17/2025 to the Estate 
of Betty Roberta Holmes, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILECLAIMS

Harry Donald Gulledge 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 11/19/2025 to the 
Estate of Eloise Smith 
Gulledge, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

January Millican was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/20/2025 to the Estate 
of William Brett Jenkins, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Kendra S. Eidson was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/1/2025 to the Estate 
of Boyd V. Eidson, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Wanda Adcock and Kathy 
Murphee was/were ap-
pointed Co-Personal 
Representative(s) on 
11/20/2025 to the Estate 
of Jerrine K. Cash, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Jacob Millican, Conser-
vator was/were appoint-
ed Personal Represen-
tative(s) on 11/21/2025 
over the Estate of Apo-
lonia Burton, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 

be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Lori Ann Stokes Burris 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 11/20/2025 to the Es-
tate of Troy Lee Burris, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Carolyn Day was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
11/14/2025 to the Estate 
of Clyde Junior Day, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

____________
NOTICE OF ESTATE 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

THE ESTATE OF: LARRY 
GLENN BOLEY, 
DECEASED. 
Case No.: 2025-00579 

A Petition for Summary 
Distribution of the Estate 
of LARRY GLENN BO-
LEY, Deceased, 
having been submitted to 
the Honorable Scott W. 
Hassell, Judge of Probate, 
by Petitioner, 
JERRY D. BOLEY on 
the 5th day of September 
2025. Notice is hereby giv-
en that all persons 
contesting said Petition 
shall file a response there-
to with the Judge of Pro-
bate, Etowah County, 
within thirty (30) days of 
this date of publication. 

Done this 3rd day of De-
cember 2025. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 2025
_____________

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR LETTERS OF 

GUARDIANSHIP AND 
PETITION FOR 
LETTERS OF

 CONSERVATORSHIP 

Notice to: Demetria En-
glish, whose whereabouts 
are unknown 
Dorothy Taylor, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known 

You will take notice that 
a Petition for Letters of 
Guardianship for the per-
son of Donna K. Erwin 
and a Petition for Letters 
of Conservatorship over 
the estate of Donna K. Er-
win was filed by Gadsden 
Regional Medical Center 
on the 18th day of NO-
VEMBER 2025. 

A hearing on the Petition 
for Letters of Guardian-
ship and Petition for Let-
ters of Conservatorship 
is set on the 22ND day 
of DECEMBER 2025, at 
1:30 p.m., in the Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama, 800 Forrest Av-
enue, Gadsden, Alabama 
35901. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF PETITION 

TO DECLARE
 PRESUMPTION OF 
DEATH AND FOR

 LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION AND 

NOTICE OF
 PUBLICATION 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: The Estate of DA-
VID MICHAEL SIMS, pre-
sumed deceased 
Case No. 2025-00553 
Notice is hereby given that 
on the 29th day of August 
2025, a Petition was filed 
in this Court by Murlene 
Sims, seeking to have Da-
vid Michael Sims declared 
presumed deceased un-
der the laws of Alabama 
and to be issued Letters 
of Administration in the 
Estate. 

A hearing on the said Pe-
tition is scheduled to be 
held on the 29th day of 
December, 2025, at 2:30 
o’clock p.m. in the Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama. 
Any person interested in 
the estate may appear 
and contest the same, if 
they see fit. 

Scott W. Hassell 
Judge of Probate 

November 14, 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

____________
PUBLICATION

 NOTICE 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF LARRY ED-
WIN JONES, 
DECEASED. 

ETOWAH COUNTY, ALA-
BAMA 
CASE NO: 2025-00696 

TO: Larry Edwin Parr, 
whereabouts unknown 

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that there has 
been filed in this Court 
an instrument purporting 
to be the Last Will and 
Testament of Larry Edwin 
Jones, deceased, and a 
petition in writing and un-
der oath praying for the 
admission to probate and 
record in this Court of said 
instrument as the true Last 
Will and Testament of said 
decedent. 

You are FURTHER NO-
TIFIED to be and appear 
before this Court on the 
5th day of January, 2026, 
at 2:00 p.m., when said 
petition will be heard and 
to show cause, if any 
you may have, why the 
instrument filed with said 
petition and purporting to 
be the Last Will and Tes-
tament of Larry Edwin 
Jones, deceased, should 
not be admitted to probate 
and recorded in this Court 
as the true Last Will and 
Testament of said dece-
dent. 
This the 10th day of No-
vember, 2025

Scott W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE 
COURT 

November 14, 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 
GERALDINE O’HAIR, 
DECEASED. 
Case No.: 2025-00314 

TO: Danielle Matthews 
and Brynnley; where-
abouts unknown 

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that there has 
been filed in this Court an 
instrument 
purporting to be in the Last 
Will and Testament of Ger-
aldine O’Hair, deceased, 
and a petition in 
writing and under oath 
praying for the admission 
to probate and record in 
this Court of said 
instrument as the true Last 
Will and Testament of the 
decedent. A Petition for 
Removal of 
Personal Representative 
has also been filed. 

You are FURTHER NOTI-
FIED to be in and appear 
before this Court on the 
3rd day of 
February, 2026 at 10:00 
a.m., when said petitions 
will be heard and to show 
cause, if any you 
may have, why the instru-
ment filed with said peti-
tion and purporting to be 
the Last Will and 
Testament of John David 
Jones, deceased, should 
not be admitted to probate 
and recorded in this Court 
as the true Last Will and 
Testament of said dece-
dent. 

DONE THIS THE 1st DAY 
OF December, 2025. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF 

COMPLAINT FOR BILL 
TO QUIET TITLE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY, 
ALABAMA 

DARRELL GREEN, 
Plaintiff, 
VS
CV-2024-900079.00 

C. D. HOOKS, and 
A Parcel of land described 
as: T/S-2018-277 (C/S 
31-19-0210) SE 50 LT 3 
BLK 29 ATTALLA ORIG-
INAL SURVEY PLAT 
A-226-3-12-5 T/S 1999-7, 
T/S 2002-302, D-2006-
3247083 T/S 2011-24 
(RED-5-13-13) 
TAX PARCEL NO. 16-02-
03-1-000-117.00, and 
PAMELA HOOKS FOS-
TER, and TIMOTHY 
DON HOOKS, heirs of 
the above-named C.D. 
HOOKS, and
EVANGALINE E. SMITH 
ALFORD, or fictitious de-
fendants, A-Z, including 
any Persons claiming any 
future, contingent, revi-
sionary remainder, or oth-
er interest in the below-de-
scribed property or who 
may claim an interest in 
said property individually 
or due to their relationship 

with another. 

The Defendant, EVANGE-
LINE E. SMITH ALFORD 
and/or his, her, or their 
heirs or 
next of kin, and any oth-
er individuals who may 
claim an interest in the 
aforementioned property, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown, must answer 
the Bill to Quiet Title filed 
by DARRELL GREEN & 
C.D. HOOKS, within thirty 
(30) days of the comple-
tion of the publication or 
thereafter a judgment of 
default may be rendered 
against you in the afore-
mentioned case. 
Done the 7th day of
NOVEMBER 2025

CASSANDRA 
JOHNSON 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY

Knowles & Sullivan, LLC
413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
256-547-7200

November 14, 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF 

SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

Case Number:  
DR-900230-CDR

David Harville, Plaintiff 
Vs
Tina Evette S. Harville, 
Defendant

NOTICE TO:
TINA EVETTE S. HAR-
VILLE, WHOSE LAST 
KNOWN ADDRESS OR 
WHEREABOUTS ARE 
UNKNOWN

You will take notice that a 
Complaint for Divorce has 
been filed in the Etowah 
County Circuit Court, al-
leging that your where-
abouts or last known ad-
dress are unknown.

Please be advised that 
should you intend to con-
test this adoption, you 
must file a written re-
sponse within thirty (30) 
days of the date of the 
last publication herein with 
Gerald Maxwell, Attorney 
at Law, whose name and 
address is shown be-
low, and with the Clerk of 
Circuit Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama, Court-
house, 801 Forest Ave-
nue, Gadsden, Alabama 
35901.

Done this 12th day of No-
vember 2025.

Cody D. Robinson
Circuit Judge

Name and Address of At-
torney:
Gerald Maxwell
821 Tuscaloosa Avenue
Gadsden, AL. 35901
256-393-3897
Maxwellg254@gmail.com

November 21, 28, 
December 5 and 12, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF 
PETITION

 FOR TERMINATION
 OF PARENTAL

RIGHTS 

IN THE JUVENILE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE THE MATTER 
OF:K.B.C AND K.P.C. 
MINOR CHILDREN 

TO: Harley Buice and 
Brandon Gipson 

You are hereby given 
notice that a petition has 
been filed by the Etowah 
County Department of 
Human Resources re-
questing that your paren-
tal rights be terminated to 
K.B.C. born 04/07/2018 
and K.P.C. born 05-01-
2019. You are hereby 
given notice that you are 
required to file an Answer 
with the Clerk of the Ju-
venile Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama and with 
the Petitioner’s attorney, 
Sheri W. Stallings, As-
sistant Attorney General, 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
DEPT. OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCES 220 West 
Main St., within fourteen 
(14) days of the date of the 
last publication of this no-
tice or a default judgment 
can be entered against 
you. A parent has the right 
to representation of an at-
torney in a dependency or 
a termination of parental 
rights trial, and, if indigent, 
the Court may appoint 
an attorney if requested. 
Should the parent desire 
a court- appointed attor-
ney, application should 
be made immediately 
upon receipt of notice of 
the action, by contacting 
the Clerk of the Juvenile 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama on or before the 
day of 31st day of Decem-
ber 2025

CASSANDRA JOHNSON 
Circuit Clerk Etowah 
County, Alabama 

Sheri W. Carver Stallings 
Assistant Attorney Gen-
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eral 
Etowah County Depart-
ment of Human Resourc-
es 
220 West Main St. 
Centre, Alabama 35960 

December 5, 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF
 PROPOSED
 VACATION

 OF AN ALLEY RUN-
NING BETWEEN 304 & 
310 CHILTON STREET

A declaration has been 
received by the City of 
Gadsden for the vacation 
of an alleyway, described 
as follows:

A Parcel, containing 0.05 
Acres, more or less, be-
ginning at the North East 
corner of Lot 22 in Block 
3 in the Ewing Addition to 
the City of Gadsden, Al-
abama, according to the 
map thereof recorded in 
the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, in Plat Book 
‘’B”, pages 396 and 397; 
Thence, S 80° 43’ 40” W 
for a distance of  117.45 
feet the	 along the 
Southern Line of a 20 foot 
Alley to the North West 
corner of Lot 20, Block 
3 in the Ewing Addition 
to the City of Gadsden, 
Alabama; Thence, N 09° 
16’  29” W for a distance 
of 20.00 feet to the North-
ern Line of a 20 foot Alley; 
Thence, N 80° 43’ 40” E 
for a  distance of  105.76  
feet to the South East 
Corner of Lot 1 in Block 
3 in the Ewing Addition to 
the City of Gadsden, Ala-
bama; Thence S 39° 35’ 
54” E a distance of 23.17 
feet along the Western 
Right of Way of Chilton 
Street.

A resolution granting as-
sent to this vacation will 

be considered by the City 
Council at its meeting on 
Tuesday, December 16, 
2025 at 1000 a.m., in the 
Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 90 Broad Street.  Ob-
jections to the passage 
of the resolution will be 
heard at that time.  A map 
of the proposed vacation 
will be available for public 
inspection during regu-
lar business hours in the 
Engineering Department, 
third floor, Room 302, City 
Hall.

Iva Nelson
City Clerk 
 
November 14, 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

_____________
LEGAL 

ZONING NOTICE

At a regular meeting of the 
City Council of Gadsden 
to be held in the Council 
Chamber at City Hall, First 
Floor, 90 Broad Street, 
Gadsden, Alabama on 
Tuesday, December 16, 
2025, commencing at 
10:00 a.m., a public hear-
ing will be held to con-
sider the adoption of an 
ordinance substantially as 
follows:
The Gadsden City Coun-
cil will consider several 
amendments to the City’s 
Zoning Ordinances to re-
vise and update specific 
provisions of the current 
Zoning Ordinances “ 
Chapter 130 Zoning” in-
cluding: 
Zoning Districts and Di-
mensional Standards 
Land Uses 
General Provisions 
Measurements and Word 
Uses 
Maps 
Chart of Permitted Uses
For more specific details 
regarding the proposed 
changes, please contact 
Tracci  Cordell, Zoning 
Admistrator at tcordell@

cityofgadsden.com or Call 
256--549-4525.  A draft 
of the Maps and the Or-
dinance can be found at 
www.Cityofgadsden.com/
zoning. 

Iva Nelson
City Clerk

November 28, December  
5, and 12 , 2025

_____________
LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with Chap-
ter 1, Title 39, Code of 
Alabama, 1975, notice 
is hereby given that Ala-
bama Grading & Excava-
tion, LLC, has completed 
the Contract Dalehaven 
Place Drainage Improve-
ment Project in Gadsden, 
AL 35904 for the City of 
Gadsden, Owner(s), and 
have made request for fi-
nal settlement of said Con-
tract. All persons having 
any claim for labor, mate-
rials, or otherwise in con-
nection with this project 
should immediately notify 
Heath Williamson, PE 
for The City of Gadsden, 
Owner, 90 Broad Street, 
Gadsden, AL 35901.
Alabama Grading & Exca-
vation, LLC

November 14, 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF 

JOB COMPLETION

Vulcan Materials Asphalt 
& Construction, LLC here-
by gives notice of comple-
tion for project AL-21590 
- McCaig Road - for the 
City of Lincoln, in Tallade-
ga County, AlabamaThis 
notice will appear for three 
consecutive weeks begin-
ning on
November 21, 2025 and 
ending on December 5, 
2025. All claims should be 
filed at Vulcan Materials 
Asphalt & Construction, 

LLC P.O. Box 1890, Gads-
den, Alabama, 35902 
during this period.

November 21, 28, and 
December 5, 2025

____________
NOTIFICATION OF BID 

FOR THE 
CHALLENGER LEARN-

ING CENTER OF 
NORTHEAST
 ALABAMA

 
Challenger Learning 
Center of Northeast Ala-
bama is soliciting sealed 
competitive bids for the 
landscape/irrigation instal-
lation project at the Chal-
lenger Learning Center of 
Northeast Alabama, 1986 
Challenger Way, Rainbow 
City, AL 35906.

All sealed bids must be 
received by City Clerk 
of Rainbow City, no later 
than 10:00 a.m. on Jan-
uary 12, 2026. Bids re-
ceived after this time will 
not be considered.

BIDS will be awarded sep-
arately or as a whole for: 
1) landscape installation 
of cultivated area (Zone 
A), 
2) Irrigation system for cul-
tivated area (Zone A), with 
options for 
3) rock wall at the building 
front elevation and plant-
ing bed at outer edge of 
the portico; color and de-
sign to match the building 
exterior, 
4) Mowed Turf/Natural-
ized Meadow, 5) Outdoor 
lighting for aesthetics and 
safety.
 
A pre-bid meeting will be 
held on December 10, 
2025, at 10:30 a.m. at 
Rainbow City Hall, 3700 
Rainbow Drive, Rain-
bow City, Alabama. The 
landscape design and 
selection of planting ma-
terials will be discussed 

at the pre-bid meeting. 
Interested contractors are 
encouraged to attend to 
review project scope, ask 
questions, and tour the 
construction site.
 
Bid packets, specifica-
tions, and additional infor-
mation may be obtained 
from Dr. Farrah Hayes, 
fhayes@challengeral.org.
 
The Challenger Learning 
Center reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids or 
to waive any informalities 
in the bidding process.

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

___________
LEGAL NOTICE

The following storage 
units will be auctioned on 
December 10, 2025 be-
ginning at 10:00 A.M. on 
the business premises of 
Southtowne Mini Ware-
houses, Southtowne is 
located at 199 Woodland 
Drive, off of Steele Station 
Road in Rainbow City, AL. 
356906.

Marcia Hardney 
Unit 240

Tammy Deli
Unit 165

Jacqueline Looney
Unit 326

Kim Ball
Unit335

Sonya Atchison 
Unit 361

Janis Poleate 
Unit 407

Deborah Walker
Unit 408
JA Rod Brock 
Unit 412

Tabatha Mobuary 
Unit 421

Latonya Ruthledge 
Unit 446

Sky Smith  
Unit 451

Fatima Bibb  
Unit 512

Kathryn Floyd 
Unit 545

Joe Gielarowski 
Unit 577

Mary Butler
 Unit 581

Kristie Bell
 Unit 585

Donna Gregor  
Unit 13-8

Suzanna Rager 
Unit 48-16

Lauri Price 
Unit 28-1B

Thomas Strickland
Unit 28-3B

Ligaya Ferguson 
Unit 34-1A

Angela Nelson 
Unit 13-11

Konnie Taylor 
Unit 706

Chris Smith 
Unit 715

Jacob Cornelious 
Unit 717

Brian Labar 
Unit 720

Chris Patterson
Unit 775

Brook Tuck 
Unit 802

Suzanne Moon 
Unit 818

Bryan Charlton

Unit 827 & 830

Sammy Satcher 
Unit M3

IMO US Alabama Inc.
Unit RV30, RV31, 
RV37/38

Southtowne Mini Ware-
houses
199 Woodland Drive
Rainbow City, AL. 35906

November 28 and 
December 5, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given that 
the Contents of the follow-
ing storage buildings will 
be disposed/auctioned 
by Rainbow Self Storage 
on December 13, 2025 
at 10:00 located at 209 E. 
Grand Avenue, Rainbow 
City, AL. 35906 

Meredith McCowan
Unit 42 & 43

November 28 and 
December 5, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF VEHICLE 

POSSESSION
 
Notice is hereby given that 
the undersigned will pro-
ceed to take possession 
of the following described 
abandoned vehicle(s) on 
01/16/2026 at 8:00 am. 

2023 Chevy Silverado 
2500 HD LT
VIN:  1GC1YNEY-
7PF219229

Tommy Tows
1912 3rd Street 
Attalla, AL. 35954
(256) 490-3715

November 28 and
December 5, 2025

www.gadsdenmessenger.com December 5, 2025/B8

___________
SERVICES

SELLING a V, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 

STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 

readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 

Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspaper 

(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 

easy it is to advertise 
statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty & 

profes-sional installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-770-0326

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-

RATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major 

damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! If you have water 
in your home that needs 

to be dried, Call 24/7:  
1-833-879-1371 Have zip 
code of service location 

ready when you call! 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 

fuss. Any condition. Easy 

three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 

paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 

Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 

contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 

just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-

358-5270
_____________

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 

That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 

Concentrators. FREE 
infor-mation kit. Call 

1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-

er alternative to high 
drug-store prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 

1-833-641-6606
____________

FOR SALE
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 

world class wines (and 
bonus gifts) for ONLY 

$79.99 (plus s/h.) Save 
$160! 12 new wine se-

lections plus a FREE $25 
Omaha Steaks E-reward 
card every three months. 

Cancel anytime. 100% 
guarantee! Call 1-888-
536-6102 and mention 
code AGJF002 or vis-it 
www.GetOSWine.com/

sip364

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 

100% guaranteed and 
de-livered to your door! 
Our Butcher’s Deluxe 
Package comes with 8 
FREE Oma-ha Steaks 
Smash Burgers ONLY 

$89.99.  Call 1-866-487-
1716 and mention code 
79797NYH or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/De-

luxe2828

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 

overpaying for your ser-
vice, call now for a free 

quote and see how much 
you can save! 1-833-641-

6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 

LeafFilter is the most ad-
vanced gutter protection 
for your home, backed by 
a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-833-
683-2005 to schedule a 

FREE in-spection and no 

obligation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors and 
military save an additional 
10%. Restrictions apply, 
see representative for 

warranty and offer details

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty 

with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 

today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 

Kit with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-

bama #6258

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off installation 

+ Additional 10% off 
install (for

military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-833-955-

3163
____________
AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED
 CAR??? DONATE IT TO 

PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic 

Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 

support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 

vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-724-3049 

today!

CLACLASSIFIEDS

3 bedrooms,  2 full baths,
 Newly Renovated Inside

and Out, Approx. 2300
square foot, Corner Lot with

Garage. $279,900

Clubview Townhouse
for sale by owner behind Pruitt’s BBQ

Address: 200 Lakewood Court

256-390-3692

Gadsden State Community College 
will now be selling all Surplus items on Govdeals.com.  

Anyone interested in purchasing can go to
 Govdeals.com, register as a bidder, type in 

Gadsden State Community College
 in the search engine and view all 

the items we have for sale. 
All items are sold As is. 

SURPLUS  ITEMS 

Locations
4 4 0  G E O R G E  W a l l a c e  D r .  G a d s d e n ,  A L

2 5 6 . 5 4 7 . 2 1 3 3

Cothran’s Bakery

7 7 3  U S  H w y  4 3 1  B o a z ,  A L
2 5 6 . 5 9 3 . 2 2 5 3

7 : 3 0  a . m  -  4 : 0 0  p . m  

 T u e s d a y - S a t u r d a y

D o n ’ t  
f o r g e t  t o  

o r d e r  y o u r  
h o l i d a y  
s w e e t s !
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