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Check out all of the 
scores from local bas-
ketball games this past 
week.
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The Glencoe Yellow Jack-
ets took their basketball 
programs on the road to 
Southside Tuesday eve-
ning.

Photo by Alex Chaney/
Special to the Messenger

Photo courtesy of 
Average Joe’s Sports Talk
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This past Tuesday eve-
ning, Hokes Bluff hosted 
Cherokee County in a 
matchup of Class 4A con-
tenders.
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Coosa Christian brings home state title

Firefighters contain fire at former Goodyear plant
By Kaitlin Hoskins

News Editor

In the early hours of 
Saturday, Dec. 6, a fire 
sparked up at the former 
Goodyear industrial site 
in Gadsden. Gadsden fire-
fighters responded to the 
blaze at the industrial site 
now known as Takkion, a 
renewable energy logistics 
company, and as of 8 a.m., 
the fire was contained.

“We want to thank Chief 
Vance Brown and the 
Gadsden Fire Department 
for their quick response, 

and we also want to thank 
all the other area fire de-
partments who have re-
sponded and offered aid,” 
said Gadsden Mayor Craig 
Ford.

The fire occurred on the 
back side of the plant. No 
injuries have been reported.

According to Michael 
Rodgers, Gadsden’s public 
affairs coordinator, the fire 
is still under investigation, 
but the fire did not seem to 
be intentionally set. Rodg-
ers also stated that the im-
pacts to Takkion’s opera-
tions were minimal. Courtesy of Gadsden Fire Department Facebook Photo by Tony Hathcock

AHSAA PHOTO | David Holtsford

Coosa Christian running back Kylen Johnson (5) races upfield as Lanett defender PJ Stiggers moves 
in to try and stop him.

By Josh Bean | For the AHSAA

Coosa Christian (13-2) scored two touchdowns in the final 
3:20, rallying to win the school’s first state championship 
29-22 Friday, Dec. 5, in the AHSAA Super 7 Class 2A state 
finals at Protective Stadium.

Mac Long scored the game-winner on a 20-yard touch-
down run with 22 seconds remaining.

“I’m happy with the way we executed at the end,” Coosa 
Christian coach Rush Propst said. 

Propst captured his sixth AHSAA state title as a head coach 
and eighth overall, winning five at Hoover over a seven-year 
stretch from 2000-06 and two more at Colquitt County (Ga.), 
as the Conquerors (13-2) from Gadsden end the season with 
a 13-game winning streak.

Even Propst said “it looked bleak” in the fourth quarter 
after Lanett’s Nadarious Morgan scored on a 67-yard run to 
give the Panthers (12-3) a 22-14 lead with 5:30 to go.

Coosa Christian then drove 55 yards in six plays with 
Kylen Johnson scoring on a 4-yard run with 3:20 left in the 
final period. He then threw the 2-point pass to LJ Mostella to 
knot the game at 22-all.  Coosa forced a punt on the ensuing 
drive, but Johnson suffered a leg injury and did not return.

Coosa then drove 55 yards on five plays. Long ran four 
straight read option plays with running back Joseph East. On 
the fifth play, he pulled the ball out of East’s belly and raced 
around left end for the game-winner.

“I finally got them to bite really good, and I was able to 
score,” Long said.

Johnson was named MVP. He was carried by two line-
men to accept the award during post-game ceremonies. He 
finished with 64 yards on 20 carries with touchdown runs 
covering 2 and 4 yards. He also caught a 26-yard touchdown 
pass.
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Gadsden announces teachers of the year
By Karla McArthur

Correspondent

Gadsden City Schools has an-
nounced its 2025–26 Teachers of 
the Year, recognizing outstand-
ing educators across the district 
for their dedication to students 
and excellence in the classroom.

Teachers of the Year are se-
lected by votes from faculty and 
staff at each school. Honorees 
are celebrated at the district’s 
annual Teacher of the Year lun-
cheon. 

Finalists from both elemen-
tary and secondary levels will be 
chosen. From those finalists, one 

countywide Teacher of the Year 
from each level will be named.

The 2025–26 Etowah County 
Schools Teachers of the Year are:

Adams Elementary School: 
Linda Franklin, Donehoo El-
ementary School: Alexusona 
Bozeman, Eura Brown Elemen-
tary School: Katherine Barnes, 

Floyd Elementary School: Kris-
ten Phillips, Mitchell Elemen-
tary School: Shannon Morgan, 
Striplin Elementary School: An-
gela Glass, Thompson Elemen-
tary School: Elizabeth Wilson, 
Walnut Park Elementary School: 
Ginger Stephens, Emma Sansom 
Middle School: Jessica Nun-

nally,, Gadsden Middle School: 
Megen McCright, Litchfield 
Middle School: Celestia Daw-
son, Gadsden City High School: 
Emily Day.

The district will announce its 
overall Elementary and Second-
ary Teachers of the Year later 
this school year.

Former senator kicks off gubernatorial campaign
By Anna Barrett

Alabama Reflector

Former U.S. Sen. Doug Jones officially joined 
the race for Alabama’s governor on Monday, 
Nov. 24 and is now hosting his first official cam-
paign event on Dec. 12 in Birmingham.

“Folks in Alabama deserve a governor who 
is going to fight for them,” Jones said. “What 
we’ve heard all along is that Alabama wants 
their next governor to be someone who lives 
here, who works here, who listens to the people 
of this state, who understands the people of this 

state.”
Alabama’s primaries are May 19, 2026.
Jones’ entry into the race likely sets up a re-

match with U.S. Sen. Tommy Tuberville, who 
defeated Jones in the 2020 senatorial race and 
has largely cleared the field in the GOP guberna-
torial race. It also gives Democrats their highest-
profile gubernatorial candidate since Tuscaloosa 
Mayor Walt Maddox and Former Alabama Su-
preme Court Justice Sue Bell Cobb jockeyed for 
the nomination in 2018. 

Communications director for Tuberville’s 
campaign Mallory Jaspers posted to social me-

dia Monday, Nov. 24, that the governor’s race 
will yield similar results.

“This race is already over — but if Com-
rade Doug wants to get blown out again, be our 
guest,” Jaspers wrote. 

Jones is a former U.S. attorney who secured 
convictions against Thomas Edwin Blanton Jr. 
in 2001  and Bobby Frank Cherry in 2002 for the 
murder of four little girls in the 16th Street Bap-
tist Church bombing in 1963. Both men were 
sentenced to life in prison. 

Doug Jones - page A3DOUG JONES
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GSCC student earns spot in 2026 All-State Choir
By Karla McArthur

Correspondent

Frankie Bishop, a 
16-year-old freshman at 
Gadsden State Community 
College, has been selected 
for the Alabama Vocal As-
sociation’s 2026 All-State 
Choir.

Bishop, who began sing-
ing in sixth grade, said he 
got his start with the Veritas 
Concert Choir in Anniston. 
He discovered his passion 
for music in 2021 when 
he joined choir for the first 
time.

“I’ve loved music, so 
when I first had the oppor-

tunity to audition for All-
State, I thought, why not?” 
he said.

Bishop said he was 
surprised to learn he had 
earned a coveted spot in the 
choir. “I loved the experi-
ence much more than I ex-
pected,” he said. “Hearing 
the All-State Choir is one 

thing, but being a part of it 
is next level.”

Although he played base-
ball growing up, Bishop 
said choir has become his 
main focus. To prepare for 
the March 14 concert at 
Samford University in Bir-
mingham, he plans to study 
the music carefully, review 

dynamics and notes, and 
sharpen his diction.

A lifelong member of the 
Church of Christ, Bishop 
said the hymns he sings 
each week have taken on 
new meaning as he’s grown 
musically. “Music is made 
for the glory of God,” he 
said.

Bishop said he hopes to 
continue improving as a 
vocalist and is grateful for 
the opportunity to represent 
Gadsden State on a state-
wide stage. He added that 
being selected for All-State 
has motivated him to keep 
pursuing the art form he 
loves.
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Westbrook partners with Challenger Center
By Karla McArthur

Correspondent

Westbrook Christian School 
held a reception Monday, Dec. 
1, to celebrate its newly signed 
partnership with the Challenger 
Learning Center of Northeast 
Alabama.

Westbrook principal Rachel 
Neal said that after meeting with 
Challenger Learning Center 
Executive Director Dr. Farrah 
Hayes, she knew she wanted the 
school to be involved.

Hayes spoke at the signing 
event, informing Westbrook’s 
fifth graders about the program 
and what they can expect when 
they participate. She noted that 
Westbrook Christian School will 
now have a namesake STEM lab 
within the facility.

The partnership between West-
brook Christian and the Chal-
lenger Learning Center will give 
students opportunities to expand 
their interests and skills beyond 
the classroom. Working collab-
oratively with faculty, Hayes and 
Education Director Chad Strawn 
will develop activities and ex-
periences designed to enhance 
the curriculum and provide real-

world applications.
Hayes explained that the Chal-

lenger Learning Centers were 
founded by the families of the 
seven crew members aboard the 
Space Shuttle Challenger. The 
centers are located throughout the 
United States and abroad, with 33 
sites in 27 states and three coun-
tries, including South Korea. The 
centers provide STEM education 
through space-themed experi-
ences that immerse students in 
simulations promoting problem-
solving, teamwork and critical 
thinking.

Participating students will take 
part in two experiences — a space 
mission and a STEM activity — 
spending about 90 minutes com-
pleting tasks such as flying simu-
lated space missions and creating 
various STEM projects, Hayes 
said.

Rainbow City Mayor Joe Tay-
lor said having the Challenger 
Learning Center in the area helps 
introduce students to potential ca-
reer paths early on.

“Whether that is an engineer, 
an astronaut, a mathematician, we 
want to make sure you find your 
opportunities early and often,” 
Taylor said.

The mayor added that the 
center will give students the im-
mersive experiences needed to 
explore their futures, saying, 
“There’s nothing a mayor could 
want more for a city than higher 
education.”

Challenger Northeast Board 
Chairman Tony Smith thanked 
Westbrook Christian School for 
its partnership, saying, “You can 
never start early enough investing 
in our children.”

Smith spoke directly to West-

brook’s fifth graders, telling 
them he believes they will have 
a meaningful experience at the 
Challenger Learning Center. He 
said he and the board hope the 
program will spark curiosity in 
students and open their minds to 
the possibilities that are available 
to them.

As preparations continue, 
school leaders and city officials 
said they look forward to seeing 
the partnership take shape. They 
believe the hands-on experiences 

offered through the Challenger 
Learning Center of Northeast 
Alabama will not only strengthen 
classroom instruction but also in-
spire students to imagine futures 
in science, engineering and other 
high-demand fields.

With the center set to open this 
spring, Westbrook’s involvement 
marks one of the first steps in 
what educators hope will become 
a long-lasting collaboration that 
encourages students to dream big 
and reach for new possibilities.

GSCC and JSU strengthen pathways for students
Gadsden State Community College and 

Jacksonville State University have strength-
ened their long-standing partnership by 
signing a new agreement designed to help 
more Gadsden State graduates continue 
their education at Jax State. The signing 
took place in the Executive Conference 
Room in Angle Hall at Jacksonville State, 
where Gadsden State President Alan Smith 
and Jax State President Dr. Don C. Killing-
sworth, Jr., formalized the updated memo-
randum of understanding.

The agreement supports the Alabama 
Commission on Higher Education’s 
(ACHE) Pathways to Progress Initiative, 
a statewide effort aimed at increasing the 
number of associate degree holders who go 

on to earn bachelor’s degrees. Through the 
partnership, qualified Gadsden State gradu-
ates will receive guidance on transfer admis-
sions, financial support available through 
the initiative, and the next steps needed to 
pursue a four-year degree at Jax State.

President Smith said he supported the ini-
tiative as soon as it reached his desk, not-
ing that many students begin their academic 
journey at Gadsden State before advancing 
toward a bachelor’s degree. “I was glad to 
sign this document,” he said. “Our institu-
tions are stronger when we’re working to-
gether, and hopefully this is going to help us 
do that and give our students a clear pathway 
to continue their education. I’m intrigued by 
how this opportunity could benefit our stu-

dents and have a positive economic impact 
on the communities we serve.”

President Killingsworth said the partner-
ship reflects the two institutions’ shared re-
sponsibility to provide students with clear, 
attainable educational pathways. “We’re 
excited about this opportunity to help more 
students move forward,” he said. “Gadsden 
State has been a trusted partner for many 
years, and this agreement adds another 
meaningful component to the relationship 
we’ve built together. ACHE has invested 
in this work because the state needs more 
graduates with four-year degrees, and we’re 
proud to be selected as part of that effort.”

Under the agreement, qualified Gadsden 
State graduates will receive personalized 

communication from Jax State about trans-
fer options, financial assistance available 
through Pathways to Progress, and guid-
ance to support a smooth transition to a 
four-year program. Gadsden State will in-
form recent graduates of their eligibility and 
the opportunities available to them under 
the program.

The agreement will renew annually and 
reflects a shared commitment to expand 
opportunity, support student success, and 
strengthen the region’s educational pipe-
line. Funding for Pathways to Progress is 
limited, so those interested in learning more 
about the statewide initiative can visit www.
jsu.edu/academicaffairs/p2p/ad.html
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GSCC to host commencement
Gadsden State Community Col-

lege will host its Fall Commence-
ment Ceremony at 6 p.m. Dec. 18 in 
the Richard Lindsey Arena at Gads-
den State Cherokee. The event will 
recognize students who completed 
program requirements following the 
summer and fall semesters.

Featured commencement speak-
ers are Gadsden State students Jacob 
Benefield, Belvajean Collum, and 
Railey Colvard.

Benefield, a native of Weaver, is 
receiving an associate in applied 
science degree in Electrical Engi-
neering Technology. While attend-

ing Gadsden State, he has assisted 
in the development and prototyping 
of a student-led control trainer. After 
graduation, he plans to work as an 
electronics technician while pursuing 
a bachelor’s degree at The University 
of Alabama.

Collum will graduate with a Cer-
tificate in Medical Coding/Billing. A 
Gadsden resident, she is involved in 
TRIO Student Support Services, the 
National Technical Honor Society, 
and the Alabama Board of Nursing. 
She previously earned credentials in 
Tailoring from Gadsden Technical In-
stitute and completed Gadsden State’s 

nursing program, working as a nurse 
for 40 years. After graduation, she 
plans to take the CPC exam and con-
tinue working with 1st Care Medical, 
where she completed her internship.

Colvard, a Hokes Bluff native, will 
receive her Certificate in Salon & Spa 
Management. A former softball team 
manager, she considers her greatest 
accomplishment at Gadsden State to 
be discovering herself and gaining 
confidence. After graduation, Railey 
plans to work in a salon for several 
years before continuing her educa-
tion at UAB to pursue a career in the 
medical field.
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In 2017, Jones launched what at first 
appeared to be a longshot bid for U.S. 
Senate, promising to focus on “kitchen 
table issues” for Alabamians. In a De-
cember special election, Jones beat 
Republican nominee Roy Moore, a for-
mer Alabama chief justice who divided 
Republicans and faced accusations of 
sexual abuse and misconduct during the 
campaign. 

Despite outraising Tuberville in the 
2020 election, Jones lost re-election 
by election results as President Donald 
Trump easily won Alabama and straight-
ticket Republican voting pulled Tuber-
ville ahead. After his defeat, Jones, a 
longtime supporter of Joe Biden, helped 
the Biden administration guide U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson’s nomination through the U.S. 
Senate. 

Jones had been dropping hints of a 
gubernatorial run throughout the year. 

He endorsed and campaigned for Alex 
Braswell, a Democratic candidate in the 
House District 11 special election this 
summer. He hosted a town hall for Bras-
well, who was the first Democrat to run 
for the seat in nearly 20 years, in Cull-
man, his wife’s hometown.

Jones hinted at his run for governor 
at a town hall hosted by U.S. Rep. Terri 
Sewell, D-Birmingham, in November.

Jones was also part of a discussion in 
October with former U.S. Attorney Bill 
Baxley where the pair of attorneys re-
flected on the 16th Street Baptist Church 
bombing.

“At the time, it was a hope of race 
here in America. But today, it’s really a 
hope for everyone, given all that we’re 
doing,” Jones said at the event hosted by 
the Southern Poverty Law Center. “Even 
when I tried these cases years ago, im-
migration issues and other issues of hate 
will begin to bubble up. And today it’s 

really the hope of so many people that 
we can all live on this planet together, 
love each other a little bit more, (and) 
respect each other a hell of a lot more.”

Jones joins Will Boyd and Chad 
“Chig” Martin in the Democratic prima-
ry. Tuberville and Ken McFeeters make 
up the Republican primary so far.

Democrats face a tough battle for 
statewide office in Alabama. Jones, who 
was the first Democrat to win election to 
the U.S. Senate in 25 years, is the only 
Democrat to win a statewide vote for a 
political office since 2008, when former 
Public Service Commission President 
Lucy Baxley narrowly won election to 
the PSC. The last Democrat to win the 
governor’s mansion was Don Siegel-
man in 1998. Siegelman served a single 
term. 

Messenger News Editor Kaitlin 
Hoskins contributed to this article.

Gadsden student wins first place 
in Lions peace poster contest

The North Alabama 
Lions Club, District 34A, 
is proud to announce that 
Gianna McNamara, a 
12-year-old 7th grade stu-
dent at Gadsden Middle 
School, has won First 
Place in the District 34A 
Peace Poster Contest with 
her inspiring artwork 
titled “Together As One.”

Gianna’s poster was 
selected from entries sub-
mitted by Lions Clubs 
across the northern third 
of Alabama, representing 
16 counties participat-
ing in the annual interna-
tional contest promoting 
peace, unity, and creativ-
ity among youth.

Gianna will now rep-
resent District 34A at the 

state level of the Lions In-
ternational Peace Poster 
competition.

Honorable Mentions 
were awarded to Alaina 
Rambert, Monrovia Mid-
dle School; Serena Mess-
er, Emma Sansom Middle 
School; and Charley El-
liott, Sparkman Middle 
School.

“We are incredibly 
proud of these talented 
young artists,” said Craig 
Gadow District Governor. 

The Lions International 
Peace Poster Contest en-
courages students ages 
11–13 to express their 
ideas of peace through 
art, fostering youth en-
gagement and global un-
derstanding.

Submitted photo
Gianna McNamara (center), a 7th grade student at 
Gadsden Middle School won First Place in the District 
34A Peace Poster Contest with her inspiring artwork 
titled “Together As One.”



One of Gadsden’s first industrial leaders 
and one of its finest citizens was William 
Otto Hagen, who came here in 1878 with 
John Flynn, a master mechanic, to estab-
lish the city’s first iron foundry and ma-
chine shop.

He was born in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
April 9, 1845, being the son of Carl Fred-
erick and Elizabeth Hagen. He came to 
this country in 1863, landing at Quebec, 
Canada.

From there he went to Chicago where he 
followed his trade as a molder for several 

years.
Soon after the Civil War ended, he came 

south on a prospecting tour and in 1872 he 
located at Rome, Ga., remaining there until 
he came to Gadsden.

The foundry he and Mr. Flynn built here 
was located on Locust Street, near Sixth 
Street. They were successful from the start, 
both being expert workmen and good busi-
nessmen. In addition to doing a general 
foundry and machine business they built 
the Cawhern Cotton Gin.

In 1883, J.E. Line, a lumber manufac-
turer from Chattanooga and head of the old 
Southern Lumber Company here, came in-
to the firm and they organized the Gadsden 
Foundry & Machine Works with a capital 
stock of $10,000.

was the first iron finishing concern to 
be started in Gadsden and its success was 
even greater than its promoters.

In March, 1888, Hagen & Flynn, the 
original firm, purchased Mr. Line’s interest 
and became exclusive owners.

They moved their plant to Second and 

Broad Street and there they added a cast 
iron soil pipe department which they sold 
in the middle 1890’s to W.H. Weller and 
the plant grew into the great pipe shop of 
Hoffman, Billings & Weller.

In the late 1890’s Mr. Hagen formed a 
partnership with John R. Proctor to operate 
a foundry and machine shop under the firm 
name of Hagen & Proctor.

In addition to being an expert mold-
er, Mr. Hagen was a fine office man and 
guided his factories to paying propositions 
without much trouble. He was a leader in 
almost every worthwhile civic effort in his 
adopted home and was rated a top flight in-
dustrialist.

In September, 1872, he married Miss 
Jenny Martin, of Rome. They were mem-
bers of the Methodist Church and both 
were much loved. The family has always 
been prominent and is connected with 
some of the oldest and most important 
builders of the city.

Mr. And Mrs. Hagen had three children. 
One son, Clifton died in infancy. Fred, an-

other son, died in Philadelphia, where he 
had become one of the leading insurance 
men of the state of Pennsylvania, and was 
a high executive of one of the largest com-
panies in America.

Daisy, the only daughter, married Her-
man Herzberg Jr., and they had two chil-
dren. Mrs. Hazel Sproull, and Col. A. C. 
Herzberg, a real estate dealer of Montgom-
ery and a retired U.S. Army Colonel.

Sometime after Mr. Hertzberg died his 
widow married Sam L. O’bannon, who be-
came a retired chief of police after being 
a member of the Gadsden department for 
47 years.

Mr. Hagen died August 17, 1899. He 
was a member of the Knights of Pythias 
and the Knights of Honor.

When he and Mr. Flynn came to Gadsden 
they were accompanied by Robert Camp-
bell, an expert molder who became one of 
the greatest foundryman in this country.

Contact The Vagabond at dkcrown@
bellsouth.net.
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at the
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Hagen among first industrialists here

Every time I walk through the entry 
door of the Gadsden Public Library, I’m 
reminded that a library is so much more 
than rows of books. It’s a living, breathing 
community hub—a place where curiosity 
is fed, creativity is sparked, and every age 
group can find something meaningful to 
enjoy.

Over the past few months, GPL’s calen-
dar has been bursting with programs for 
adults, teens, and children. If you haven’t 
visited in a while, you may be surprised by 
just how full and vibrant the schedule has 

become.
For our youngest readers, the Children’s 

Department on the 1st floor, managed by 
Hanna Gray, continues to shine with sto-
rytimes, craft days, and hands-on learning 
activities that turn reading into an adven-
ture. Whether it’s a themed story hour, a 
seasonal art project, or one of the library’s 
popular interactive programs, children are 
encouraged to explore, imagine, and de-
velop a lifelong love of reading.

Teens in our community also have a 
space to call their own. The Teen Depart-
ment on the 4th floor, managed by Han-
nah Stiglitz, regularly offers programs that 
blend creativity, technology, and fun—
from gaming meetups and crafting after-
noons (including food!) to book clubs and 
skill-building workshops. These gather-
ings give teens not only a welcoming place 
to hang out but also a chance to discover 
new interests and form connections with 
their peers.

Adults will find just as much to enjoy. 
LaShunda Williams, Public Services Spe-

cialist, continues to host book clubs, art 
and craft programs, sewing classes, author 
talks, and other enriching events through-
out the month. Her quarterly Bingo for 
Adults always brings in a large crowd of 
enthusiastic folks hoping to win! But, 
whether you’re looking to improve a skill, 
meet new people, or simply enjoy a morn-
ing or afternoon out, I guarantee there’s a 
program that fits the bill.

And I can’t forget one of the most trea-
sured resources in the GPL system: the 
Alabama City Branch Library, home to 
the library’s dedicated genealogy and fam-
ily history collections. For anyone tracing 
family roots or exploring local history, this 
branch offers research materials, guidance, 
and workshops or sessions designed to 
help beginners and seasoned genealogists 
alike. It’s a remarkable place to uncover 
stories of the past and connect them to the 
present. Kevin Graves manages the branch 
along with Fred Moore and Melody Cook.

In short, the Gadsden Public Library is 
bustling—with ideas, energy, and opportu-

nities for everyone. If you’re looking for 
something new to participate in, learn, or 
enjoy, chances are the library already has it 
on the calendar.

So, stop by, pick up a schedule, or go 
online at www.gadsdenlibrary.org and see 
what’s happening. You might be surprised 
at what you find—and you’ll always be 
welcomed with a smile.

Craig Scott is the library director of the 
Gadsden Public Library and a past presi-
dent of the Alabama Library Association 
(ALLA). Visit Gadsden Public Library 
at 254 South College Street in downtown 
Gadsden next to the U.S. Post Office 
or Gadsden Public Library Genealogy 
Branch at 2700 West Meighan Boulevard 
in Alabama City on the corner of Meighan 
and Wall Street. Call the College Street 
branch at 256-549-4699 or call the Ge-
nealogy branch 256-549-4688. For more 
information visit www.gadsdenlibrary.org.

A community of programs, people and possibilities
Welcome

to the
Library

Craig Scott

This week in my graphic design class, 
I was introduced to the Japanese philoso-
phy of wabi-sabi, the art of finding beauty 
in imperfection and impermanence. It 
struck me immediately as something that 
doesn’t just belong in design, but in life, 
and especially in the kitchen.

Spiced molasses cookies are my favor-
ite example. They emerge from the oven 
with fissures across their surface, like tiny 
maps of rivers and valleys. Those cracks 

aren’t mistakes, they’re invitations. Each 
one holds a pocket of spice, a burst of gin-
ger, cinnamon, and clove that makes the 
cookie sing.

For me, molasses carries more than fla-
vor, it carries memory. My grandfather 
loved molasses. It was a taste that seemed 
to anchor him, simple and strong. When 
people rode by his house, they often saw 
him stretched out on his porch swing, tak-
ing a nap in the Alabama sun. He was a 
POW in World War II, a man of resilience 
with a resounding laugh and a collection 
of pocket knives so vast it seemed end-
less.

Every time I bake these cookies, I think 
of him. The cracks remind me of the lines 
etched into his face, the way life leaves its 
marks but also its beauty. The sweetness 
of molasses ties me back to his strength, 
his humor, and the quiet comfort of those 
porch swing afternoons.

This week, learning about wabi-sabi 

gave me the language for something I’ve 
always felt that imperfection is not some-
thing to hide, but something to celebrate. 
These cookies, with their cracked tops and 
rustic charm, are wabi-sabi in edible form. 
They remind me that the holidays aren’t 
about control; they are about connection.

So, this season, I invite you to savor 
the wabi-sabi feast. Dust the cookies with 
sugar, serve them proudly, and let their 
imperfections remind you that the holi-
days are about presence, not perfection.

Spiced Molasses Cracked Cookies
2 ¼ cups all-purpose flour
2 tsp ground ginger
1 tsp ground cinnamon
½ tsp ground cloves
½ tsp ground nutmeg
1 tsp baking soda
¼ tsp salt
¾ cup unsalted butter, softened
1 cup brown sugar
1 large egg

¼ cup molasses
½ cup granulated sugar (for rolling)

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350. Line baking sheet 

with parchment paper. Whisk together 
flour, spices, baking soda, and salt. In a 
separate bowl, cream butter and brown 
sugar until fluffy. Beat in egg and molas-
ses. Gradually add dry ingredients until 
combined. Scoop tablespoon sized balls 
of dough, roll in granulated sugar, and 
place on baking sheet. Bake 8-10 minutes, 
until cookies puff and crack on top. Cool 
slightly before serving, though they are 
best eaten warm.

Samantha Hill graduated from Auguste 
Escoffier School of Culinary Arts with a 
Culinary Arts degree. Samantha was the 
sous chef at Gadsden Country Club for 
two years, but is currently an assistant 
bakery manager for Publix.

The beauty of the cracked cookie
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Have you ever walked into a room and 
felt like you didn’t even exist? Maybe your 
ideas were ignored. Maybe you were picked 
last. Maybe someone made you feel like you 
bring nothing to the table. Rejection hurts 
because God created us with a need to be-
long and to matter.

It isn’t always the big moments that leave 
the deepest marks.

Sometimes it’s the quiet daily hurts:
A parent too distracted to notice you.
Friends who “forgot” to invite you.
Coworkers who benefit from your effort 

but overlook your value.
We learn to hide those wounds, but they 

follow us. They shape how we see ourselves, 

how we trust, and even how we believe God 
sees us.

But here’s the good news:
God has never overlooked you.
Not once.
He sees every moment you felt pushed to 

the side.
He knows the sting of rejection—because 

He lived it.
When others dismiss you, the Savior who 

was rejected Himself reaches for you. Your 
identity is not tied to earthly approval, it is 
anchored in divine love.

Isaiah reminds us:
“He was despised and rejected by man-

kind… a man of suffering, familiar with 

pain.” — Isaiah 53:3
Jesus understands rejection better than 

anyone. And He chose you anyway.
So today, lift your head.
You are chosen.
You are valued.
You are fiercely loved by the One who 

created you with purpose.
Walk in grace. Stand in truth. Live blessed.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the 
Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in Attalla, 
Alabama, where his preaching is real, rel-
evant and rooted in the unchanging Word of 
God. Beyond the pulpit, he serves as CEO 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Ala-

bama, leading life-changing mentoring ini-
tiatives that empower young people across 
five counties. His leadership bridges the gap 
between the Church and the community, in-
spiring collaboration, compassion and last-
ing transformation.
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When rejection tries to write your story

Weekly Bible Verses

“
”

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

- Isaiah 7:14 (King James Version)

Rooted

in the
Wo�d

Rooted
in the
Word

Shawn Blackmon

“
”

 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world 

to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

- John 3:16-17 (King James Version)

	 There are numerous Scriptures in the Bi-
ble stating, describing and explaining how, 
when and where God is with us. There is one 
particular Scripture I’d like to highlight this 
week.  
	 Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord him-
self will give you a sign: The virgin will con-
ceive and give birth to a son, and will call 
him Immanuel, (which means ‘God is with 
us’).” 
	 This Scripture is often used during the 
Christmas holiday season, which is one rea-
son I wanted to highlight it. However, the 
main reason occurred earlier this week when 

a newsflash popped up on my phone regard-
ing the death of a well-known dancer named 
Stephen Boss. I knew very little about him, 
but due to all the posts and news feeds, I read 
several articles about Stephen and his family.
	 Stephen had a beautiful family that often 
even participated in his dances on social me-
dia. According to the world’s standards, he 
was very successful with plenty of money 
and fame. He was nice looking, super tal-
ented and well known. Most of all, I was 
amazed at his gorgeous smile that was evi-
dent in every photo. However, even with all 
of those remarkable blessings that so many 
of us long for and work to attain all our lives, 
Stephen still struggled inwardly so much so 
that he decided that it was just too hard to 
continue living. 
	 The following is a quote from someone I 
will keep anonymous who evidently relates 
closely with Stephen and what he could have 
been feeling.
	 “Because we never felt true hopelessness 
and complete despair, it is hard for some of 
us to believe. The night for us has never been 
so dark and so long. We have never been so 

desperate for peace and rest. Some under-
stand that pain can get so unbearable that all 
you want is for it to stop. Some know what it 
feels like to drown in shame and expereicne 
insecurity that makes breathing hard. I be-
lieve that only together and never alone can 
we fight demons. Together, and never alone, 
can we conquer shame, hopelessness and 
fear. Together, and never alone, can we live 
in peace and experience joy and love. This 
season reminds us that we are never alone. 
Immanuel, God is with us.”
	 I‘m sure that we have all had someone 
close or perhaps even ourselves who expe-
rience this same struggle. First, I pray you 
never experience condemnation or shame if 
you or a family member has experienced de-
pression or any other type of mental illness. 
	 Second, I pray that you would never walk 
this battle alone. As the person above stated, 
together and never alone can we live in peace 
and experience joy and love. Talk to some-
one and let him or her help you. All of us, 
regardless of what our challenges are in life, 
should talk to at least one other person and 
never try and walk this life all alone. 

	 Last and most important, there is a reason 
why Scripture tells us that Mary would give 
birth to a son and call him Immanuel, or “God 
is with us.” That is not only His name but His 
promise to us as to who He is, and that his 
character never changes.  In that one simple 
name is depth that is beyond our comprehen-
sion... a mixture of majesty and intimacy that 
is unmatched. Our God is always with us, He 
loves us and wants to be there for us. Faith in 
God’s promises is ultimately the only way to 
find peace in the midst of trouble.
	 This Christmas, may you drink deeply of 
the truest gift you have ever received, which 
is God Himself. May we take time to pray 
for Stephen’s family and all those who might 
have lost a loved one in the same manner, or 
those you know who might be struggling in 
the same way that Stephen struggled. May 
you and your family know that God loves 
you so much that He will go to any length 
necessary to show you that He is Immanuel. 
God is with you! 
	 If you would like continued prayer, feel 
free to email me at tonif77@gmail.com. I 
would love to pray for you!

From God’s word - Immanuel, God is with us 

Toni Ford

From
God’s
Word

Your Weekly Devotionals
This page is made possible

by the sponsors listed below.
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OBITUARIES

David Ward Akins
GADSDEN - David 

Ward Akins passed away 
on December 3, 2025. He 
was born on September 15, 
1955, to Grady and Mary 
Akins in Charlotte, North 
Carolina.

The youngest of four chil-
dren, David endured the 
torture of two older broth-
ers and a sister, and, in turn, 
they endured him. David 
was known as a little round-
er. Growing up behind Noc-
calula Falls, David hunted 
in the woods with his dogs, 
bringing home his game for 
his mom to cook. He was 
curious and loved to learn, 
loved taking things apart 
and figuring out how they 
worked and spent Sunday 
afternoons reading the fam-
ily’s set of encyclopedias.

At the age of 15, David 
looked across the school 
cafeteria at Emma Sansom 
High School and saw the 
girl he knew would be the 
love of his life. That young 
lady was Linda Walley who 
he would be married to for 
50 years. They married in 
1975 in his parents’ home 
while he was serving in the 
U.S. Air Force. David be-
gan working at Goodyear 
and, after becoming a father, 
worked his way through 
school, earning his account-
ing degree from Jackson-
ville State University. He 
was a retired CPA with a 
history of accomplishments 
which included his service 
with the Examiners of Pub-
lic Accounts and his roles 
as the Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Etowah County and 
the Chief Financial Officer 
of the Alabama Institute for 
Deaf and Blind. David was 
an Auburn football-loving, 
golf club-wielding, one-of-
a-kind guy. His gregarious 
personality was uplifting 
and always elevated the 
mood of any room he en-
tered. More than anything, 
he loved being “Diddy” to 
his four children and “Paw 
Paw” to his seven grandchil-
dren. He passed onto them 
his love for God, his passion 
for music, and his sense of 
humor.

David is preceded in death 
by his parents, Grady and 
Mary Akins, and his brother, 
Craig Akins.

David is survived by his 
wife Linda, their four chil-
dren, Amanda Fant (Scott), 
Lori Smith (Zane), Matt 
Akins (Leslie), and Katie 
Marie Montgomery (Kev-
in), his seven grandchildren, 
Zander Smith, Victoria Fant, 
Anna Fant, Shepherd Smith, 
Nate Fant, Rowan Smith, 
and Finley Montgomery, 
his brother, Bruce Akins, his 
sister, Donna Hagedorn, and 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

The family would like to 
extend a special thank you 
to Amedisys Hospice.

A visitation was held 
at Collier-Butler Funeral 
Home, located at 824 Rain-
bow Drive, Gadsden, Ala-
bama, on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6, 2025 from 11:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. The funeral 
service followed at 12:00 
p.m.

In the words of his broth-
er, Bruce, “Heaven just got 
to be a funnier place.”

Christine Allbrook

GADSDEN - A visita-
tion was held from 2 p.m. 
until 3 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 
9, 2025, at Village Chapel, 
for Christine Allbrook, age 
80, of Gadsden, who passed 
away Saturday, December, 
6, 2025. Reverend Word of-
ficiated. 

Christine wore many 
hats during her life. She 
was a talented seamstress, 

but most of all a wonder-
ful caretaker for her family 
and many pets she adored. 
Mrs. Allbrook will be dearly 
missed by all who knew her.

She is survived by her 
children, Jean Price, Austin 
Allbrook; chosen daughter, 
Carol (Brent) Daugherty; 
grandchildren, Ricky Price, 
Crystal (Jeremy) Judd, Da-
vid Allbrook and Andrew 
Allbrook; great nieces, Ava 
and Mia Daugherty.

Bertha Heard
GADSDEN - Prestige 

Memorial Funeral Home & 
Crematory sadly announces 
the passing of Mrs. Bertha 
D. Heard, age 69, of Gads-
den, AL. who traded mortal 
for immortality on Friday, 
December 05, 2025.She 
is survived by her loving 
Daughter. We ask that you 
please keep The Heard Fam-
ily and those families that 
may be going through the 
same lifted in prayer.

Services
Public Viewing: Saturday, 

December 13, 2025, 12:00 
PM to 1:00 PM, Bethel 
Baptist Church, 1010 Hoke 
Street, Gadsden, AL 35903.

Celebration of Life: Sat-
urday, December 13, 2025, 
1:00 PM, Bethel Baptist 
Church, 1010 Hoke Street, 
Gadsden, AL 35903.

Interment following fu-
neral service: Saturday, De-
cember 13, 2025, Rainbow 
Memorial Gardens, 1440 
W Grand Avenue, Gadsden, 
AL 35904.

Amos Cash
GADSDEN - Amos De-

wayne Cash was born on 
September 10, 1973, in 
Gadsden, Alabama, to Elsie 
Flowers and Amos Cash, Sr. 

Amos was a proud grad-
uate of Litchfield High 
School, Class of 1992. Fol-
lowing high school, Amos 
honorably served his coun-
try in the United States 
Navy.

Amos enjoyed life and 
had a deep love for sports. 
His kind spirit, sense of 
humor, and warm presence 
were cherished by all who 
knew him.

On Saturday, December 
6, 2025, Amos departed this 
life at UAB Medical Center.

Amos leaves to cherish his 
memory his loving mother, 
Elsie Flowers Sumpter; 
father, Amos Louis Cash, 
Sr.; four brothers, Reginald 
(Tajwana) Flowers, Isaac 
(Felicia) Flowers, Owen 
Cash, and Amos Cash, Jr.; 
two uncles, Daniel Flowers, 
Jr. and Robert Montgomery; 
aunt, Rosie Montgomery; 
special cousins, Michael 
(Ester) Owens, Tracy Flow-
ers, JoeAnn Johnson, and 
Donna (Earnest) Woods; 
and a host of cousins and 
friends.

His life, love, and legacy 
will remain forever in the 
hearts of those who knew 
him.

A Celebration of Life 
will be held Friday, Decem-
ber 12, 2025, 11:00 AM, at 
Adams-Buggs Funeral Ser-
vice ~ Etowah Chapel, 401 
N. 9th Street, Gadsden, AL 
35901.

James “Buddy” Holderfield
GADSDEN - James Wil-

liam “Buddy” Holderfield, 
age 73, of Gadsden, Ala-
bama, passed away on De-
cember 8, 2025. A lifelong 
resident of Gadsden and 
Hokes Bluff, Buddy was 
born on October 25, 1952, 
and attended Emma Sansom 
High School. He faithfully 
served his country for three 
years in the United States 
Marine Corps.

Buddy was an avid deer 
hunter who loved the out-
doors, his family, and his 
community. For 15 years he 
drove Entertainer Coaches 
with Howard Leasing, a job 
he took great pride in. He 
cherished time spent with 
his family and will be re-
membered for his loyalty, 
work ethic, and the love he 
showed to those around him.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Hollis and 
Hazel (Jones) Holderfield; 
stepmother, Willie Jo Hold-
erfield; brothers, Aubrey, 
Barry, and Danny Holder-
field; sisters, Shirley Barnes 
and Carolyn Owen; and his 
son, James Lee Holderfield.

Buddy is survived by his 
loving wife, Debra Hold-
erfield; his children, Scott 
(Brianna) Holderfield, Bran-
di (Jason) Woodward, and 
Celeste (Matt) Bobo; grand-
children, Kirsten (Cyle) 
Butenhoff, Abby (Drake) 
Stewart, Gavin Holder-
field, Crimson Holderfield, 
Lane Holderfield, Shelby 
(Josh) Harrington, Maggie 
Woodward, Jaycee (Dan-
iel) Bolton, Leland Bobo, 
and Faith Bobo; and great-
grandchildren, Thomas Har-
rington, Eden Stewart, and 
Scotty Bolton.

The family would like to 
extend a special thank-you 
to Cherokee County Health 
and Rehab, and to the nurses 
on the 3rd floor CCU at Riv-
erview Regional Medical 
Center, for their exceptional 
care, compassion, and sup-
port during Buddy’s final 
days.

Buddy will be deep-
ly missed by his family, 
friends, and all who were 
blessed to know him.

Gordon David Holland
ATTALLA - Gordon Da-

vid Holland, born on July 9, 
1952, in Tennessee, passed 
away on December 5, 2025, 
at the age of 73. He was a 
resident of Attalla, Alabama.

Joanne Trowbridge
GADSDEN - Joanne 

Trowbridge, born on July 
27, 1939, passed away on 
December 6, 2025, at the 
age of 86. Joanne was a resi-
dent of Gadsden, Alabama.

A visitation will be held 
at Collier-Butler Funeral 
Home, located at 824 Rain-
bow Drive, Gadsden, AL 
35901, on December 12, 
2025, from 11:00 am to 
12:00 pm, followed by a 
funeral service at 12:00 pm. 
She will be laid to rest at 
Crestwood Cemetery.

Frances Frazier Clayton
GADSDEN - A visitation 

was held from 12 p.m. until 
1 p.m. Saturday, December 
6, 2025, at Village Chapel 
Funeral Home for Frances 
“Nana” Frazier Clayton, 
93, of Gadsden, who died 
Wednesday, December 3, 
2025. Rev. David Carroll 
and Rev. Kenneth Lassetter 
officiated. 

Frances was a gradu-
ate of Emma Sansom High 
School, Class of 1950, and 
she worked for Copeland 
Glass for 32 years. Mrs. 
Clayton was a member of 
Malone Baptist Church.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband of 42 years, 
Ross Clayton; daughter, 
Doris Hughes; and parents, 
Bob and Addie Frazier; sis-
ter, Dorothy Lankford.

Frances is survived by her 
son, Roger (Joan) Clayton; 
4 grandchildren; 6 great-
grandchildren; special pet, 
Sassy; and a host of nieces 
and nephews.

Special thanks to caregiv-
ers, Wanda Gulledge, Becky 
Colley, Enhabit Home 
Health and Hospice, Bre 
Lane, Kayla Robertson, and 
Whitney Roberts.

Jerry Mack Foster
GADSDEN - Jerry Mack 

Foster, age 91, of Gadsden, 
passed away on December 
4, 2025, and was received 
into the loving and eternal 
hands of his Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.

A funeral service was 
held on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 10, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. at 
Crestwood Funeral Home. 
Micah Williamson officiated 
the service. Burial followed 
at Crestwood Cemetery. 

Jerry was a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather, affec-
tionately known to many as 
“Pawpaw.” He was born on 
March 22, 1934, in Altoona, 
Alabama. Jerry lived a life 
marked by kindness, humil-
ity, and sincere goodness 
toward others. He treated 
everyone he met with com-
passion and respect, quietly 
reflecting his faith through 
his actions.

Jerry proudly served his 
country as a veteran of the 
United States Army and 
later retired from the Good-
year Tire Plant after many 
years of faithful and dedi-
cated service. A true family 
man, Jerry dearly loved his 
wife, Mary Frances, as well 
as his children, grandchil-
dren, and the many friends 
whose lives he touched. He 
was a devoted servant of the 
Lord, faithfully serving as a 
deacon and Sunday school 
teacher, and he found great 
joy in teaching and men-
toring young boys through 
coaching baseball.

Jerry is survived by his 
children: Diane Warren  Mc-
Carthy (Blane) , Jerry La-
mar Foster, and Tresa Foster 
Flanegin (Rob); grandchil-
dren: Thomas Jerry Warren 
(Katie), Mary Louise Mc-
Neely (Will), Anna Laura 
Woods (Ishmael), Anastasia 
Hamann (Ben), Lada Blan-
chet (Ryan), Kyle Flanegin 
(Reese), Kevin Flanegin 
(Bailey), and eKaterina Se-
lazek; great-grandchildren: 
Mollie, Tyson, Cameron, 
Macklin, Alivia , Liam, 
Nicolai, Michael, Willow, 
Barrett, and Rowan; his sis-
ter, Sharlene Ponder; sister 
in law JoAnn Newell, and 
many beloved nieces and 
nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to: 
Bellevue Baptist Church 
– Youth Department, 150 
Noccalula Drive, Gadsden, 
AL, 35904.

Letha Rebecca Coffey 
HOKES BLUFF - A fu-

neral service for Letha Re-
becca “Becky” Coffey, 75, 
of Hokes Bluff, was held 
2 pm Thursday, Decem-
ber 11, 2025 at Glencoe 
Hokes Bluff Funeral Home 
with Steven Dial officiat-
ing. Burial followed at New 
Bethel Cemetery. 

Mrs. Coffey passed away 
on Sunday, December 7, 
2025 at her home.

She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Danny Cof-
fey; mother, Barbara Al-
ford; father, Zelman Alford; 
brother, Ronnie Alford; and 
sister, Nancy Webb.

Becky is survived by her 
daughters, Lisa Vaughn 
(Eugene), and Trina Coffey 
McCary (Brandon); grand-
children, Kendall Barron 
(Chase), Jake Sims (Ellie), 
and Abby Payne; great-
grandchildren, Landon, 
Daniel, and Karson Barron; 
sister, Elizabeth Dial (Ste-
ven); brother, David Alford 
(Angie), and Steve Alford 
(Sarah); as well as many 
loving nieces, nephews, and 
friends.

Becky retired from Hokes 
Bluff High School after 25 
years. She loved spending 
time with her family, espe-
cially her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She 
loved her plants and enjoyed 
reading. Becky grew up in 
California but moved back 
to Hokes Bluff after gradu-
ation.

The family would like to 
extend a special thanks to 
Pro Health Home Health 
and Hospice, Etowah Coun-
ty Pulmonary Associates, 
and the office of Dr. Yoyen 
Lau and staff.

Honi Taylor

GADSDEN - It is with 
deep sympathy we an-
nounce the passing of Honi 
Taylor of Gadsden, AL, who 
transitioned on Monday, 
December 1, 2025, at the 
age of 40.  We ask that you 
keep her family and friends 

Loretta Young
GADSDEN - Loretta 

Young Jordan, age 82, of 
Gadsden, AL, passed away 
peacefully while in hospice 
care at Riverview Regional 
Medical Center.  Loretta 
was born to Virgil and Ev-
elyn Young May 22, 1943 
and spent most of her life in 
Gadsden.

Loretta was a hard worker 
and had a varied work ca-
reer.  She worked at South 
Central Bell for a period 
and took time off to have 
a baby and stay home with 
her children. After a while 
she went back to work and 
worked alongside her hus-
band at Hugh’s Pharmacy. 
While there, she was offered 
and accepted a job with 
Gadsden Regional Medical 
Center from which she re-
tired in 2008. Loretta was an 
avid reader, often times find-
ing herself absorbed in 2-3 
books simultaneously. She 
found joy in gardening; she 
could make anything grow! 
She was remarkable at bak-
ing, especially known for 
her cheesecakes and Christ-
mas goodies. When her 
granddaughters came along 
she found room to be a good 
Nana and chief chauffeur.

Loretta is survived by her 
husband, Craig Jordan, son, 
Stephen  Jordan (DeAnna), 
daughter Hunter Robinson, 
granddaughters  Parker Rob-
inson (Anderson) and Olivia 
Robinson . She is preceded 
in death by her parents, 
grandmother, Dessie Sher-
rell, sisters Merle Taylor and 
Judy Kilgore.

Visitation will be held at 
Crestwood Funeral Home 
December 12 from 1-2 pm 
with a graveside service im-
mediately following. 

The Jordan family wishes 
to express our sincere grati-
tude to our friends who have 
supported us throughout 
this distressing disease, to 
Enhabit Hospice( Bridgett, 
Jennifer, Bre, Chaplain 
Clay, Brandon, Kylie, Tam-
my, Karen, Whitney, Lori, 
Leah) for their compassion-
ate and exceptional care, 
Hugh’s Pharmacy (Jennifer)  
and to Hannah Chavers Huff 
for providing much needed 
respite care.  We are eter-
nally grateful for all of you.

Loretta Ann Willingham

in your thoughts and prayers 
during the difficult time.  

Honi Ginger Taylor was 
born on January 28, 1985, 
in Gadsden, Alabama, to 
the union of the late Ernest 
Taylor and Monica Davis 
Taylor. She was educated 
in the Gadsden City School 
System and later earned her 
G.E.D. from Gadsden State 
Community College.

Ginger had a warm spirit 
and a generous heart. She 
loved cooking, listening to 
music, and spending time 
with her family—moments 
that brought her great joy 
and allowed her kindness 
and humor to shine. Her 
presence was a blessing to 
all who knew and loved her.

On December 1, 2025, 
Ginger peacefully went 
home to be with God.

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Ernest Taylor.

She leaves to cherish her 
memories her mother, Mon-
ica Taylor; brothers, Mat-
thew Taylor, Juwan Taylor, 
Justice Taylor and Johnathan 
Taylor; aunts, Beverly Hogg 
and Jana Brooks; cousins, 
Jaime Brooks, Jiri (Brittany) 
Brooks, Lenita Brooks, and 
Jacel Brooks, and a host of 
loving nieces and nephews 
that reside in Texas and also 
in Washington D.C.; she 
also leaves behind a special 
friend, Akeem Quinn. Ev-
eryone will miss her warm 
smile, her sensitive nature 
and heart that was always 
full of love.

Funeral: Friday, Decem-
ber 12, 2025, 1:00 PM, 
Adams-Buggs Funeral Ser-
vice ~ Etowah Chapel, 401 
N. 9th Street, Gadsden, AL 
35901.

Mary Copeland, age 95, 
passed away on December 
6th, 2025. A funeral service 
was held on Thursday, De-
cember 11, 2025, at 1 p.m. 
Burial followed at Crest-

Mary Copeland

wood Cemetery. 
She is survived by her 

husband Charles Copeland, 
children Cindy (Lee) Mc-
Clain, Mike (Betty) Co-
peland, Karen Copeland, 
Kevin (Leah) Elliott, Dean 
(Gloria) Copeland, several 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.

WALNUT GROVE - Lo-
retta Ann (Davenport) Will-
ingham, born on June 30, 
1941, passed away on De-
cember 8, 2025, at the age 
of 84. Loretta was a resident 
of Walnut Grove, Alabama.

Visitation was held on 
Wednesday, December 10, 
2025 from 5 until 8pm. at 
Carnes Chapel FCM. A Fu-
neral Service was held at 2 
pm Thursday, December 11, 
2025 at Carnes Chapel FMC 
with Bro. Matt Carnes and 
Bro. Deon Black officiating.

On Monday December 8, 
2025 at 3:37pm Loretta Ann 
(Davenport) Willingham, 
born July 30, 1941 went 
home to be with the Lord. 
Loretta was a 1959 Etowah 
High School graduate. She 
was a faithful member of 
Carnes Chapel FCM Church 
for 66 years. Loretta's first 
job was at Woolworths, from 
there she sold Avon, Stanley 
products and Tupperware 
to local community and 
friends. She worked at the 
Wal-Mart in Boaz for 21 
1/2 years, West End High 
School Lunchroom for 12 
years. Loretta loved going to 
trips with her friends, Betty 
Gargus, Charlotte Hopper 
and Lynn Washburn and 
family. Her favorite color 
was pink. She loved cook-
ing homemade meals for her 
family and made sure no one 
was left hungry. Loretta was 
married 62 years to the love 
of her life, Rayburn Willing-
ham.

Loretta is preceded in 
death by her husband, Ray-
burn Willingham; parents, 
Roy and Claudia Daven-
port; sisters, Betty Lou Dav-
enport, Inez Abercrombie, 
Rosa Lee Davis, Virginia 
Casey; brothers, infant son, 
Erskin Davenport, Troy 
Davenport, Ernest Daven-
port, Emmett Davenport; 
daughter in law, Laura Will-
ingham.

Loretta is survived by 
her children, Phillip (Terri) 
Willingham, Pam (Bucky) 
Cole, Angela Gilliland; sis-
ter in law, Dollie Willing-
ham and Joyce Willingham; 
grandchildren, Blake (De-
nise) Willingham, Derrick 
Willingham, Kristen (Jesse) 
Beavers, Hunter Gilliland, 
Brooke Gilliland, Beth 
Cole; great grandchildren, 
Landon Willingham, Jaiden 
Willingham, Caylee Parson, 
Logan Parson, and Oliva 
Beavers.

The family would like 
to say thank you for all the 
texts and calls during this 
time. A special thank you 
to the staff in the MICU 
Gadsden Regional Hospital, 
Amedisys Hospice and Dr. 
Debora Reiland for giving 
our mom the care.

Norma Faye Beasley
RAINBOW CITY - Nor-

ma Faye Beasley, born on 
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July 28, 1941, passed away 
on December 4, 2025, at the 
age of 84. She was a resident 
of Rainbow City, Alabama.

Norma was a devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. She 
was a member of Pleasant 
Valley Baptist Church, and 
she worked for the United 
States Postal Service as a 
mail carrier and postmas-
ter. Norma took great joy in 
working in her yard and was 
well-known for her won-
derful cooking. Above all, 
she loved and cherished her 
family and friends

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Clyde Smith; 
mother, Leola Smith Engle; 
sister, Patricia Goodman, 
and infant brother; Donald 
Smith.

Norma is survived by her 
husband, Gerald Beasley; 
daughters; Tammie Fon-
taine (Roger), Tracie Bras-
well (Alan); grandchildren, 
Tara Fontaine, Cody (Jamie) 
Fontaine, and Megan (An-
drew) Mauldin; great grand-
child, McKenna Fontaine; 
siblings, Bonnie Link, and 
Dencil “Buddy" Smith (Di-
ane); a hosts of nieces and 
nephews; and her faithful 
4-legged companion, Susie.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to the Al-
zheimer’s Association.

The family would like 
to extend special thanks to 
Norma's Hospice Nurse, 
Sarah Burke; CNA, Emily 
Jenkins; and Caregiver, Eva 
Rogers.

Mark Dewayne Steapleton
ATTALLA - Mark De-

wayne Steapleton, born 

on August 7, 1952, passed 
away on December 4, 2025, 
at the age of 73.

Funeral services were 
held on Monday, Decem-
ber 8, 2025, at Morgan Fu-
neral Chapel, Attalla, AL. 
Mark grew up in Curtiston 
and graduated from Etowah 
High School in 1970. He 
worked retail with Woolco, 
Woolworth, and Walmart, 
then retired from Jay-Mid-
south Industries. He loved 
his children, playing golf 
and Alabama football. Mark 
was also a beloved BoomPa.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents, R.E. and Ruby 
Steapleton; and sister, Glen-
da Steapleton.

Mark is survived by his 
loving children, Dewayne 
(Donna) Steapleton, and 
Leigh (Kevin) Hunt; grand-
children, Grayson Hunt, 
Emily Teems, and Abby 
Millican; great grandsons, 
Jagger, River, and Knox; and 
brothers, Edmond Steaple-
ton, and Roger Steapleton.

The family would like to 
extend special thanks to the 
First Responders, River-
view - ER Staff, Brookwood 
Medical Center - SICU Staff 
and Doctors.

Tammy Darlene Martin
ALTOONA - Tammy 

Darlene Martin, born on 
May 23, 1968, in Alabama, 
passed away on December 
4, 2025, at the age of 57. She 
was a resident of Altoona, 
Alabama.

Raymond Edward Jr.
Raymond Paul Edward Jr. 

passed away on December 
5, 2025, at the age of 75. 
He was born on October 18, 
1950.

Travis Scott
GADSDEN - A Celebra-

tion of Life service for Tra-
vis Scott, 83, of Gadsden 
was held 3:30 pm Sunday, 
December 7, 2025 at Glen-
coe Hokes Bluff Funeral 

Home with Michael Burgess 
officiating the service.

Mr. Scott passed away 
Wednesday, December 3, 
2025 at his home.

Mr. Scott is preceded 
in death by his wife of 50 
years, Shelby “Jean” Scott; 
parents, W.T. Scott and Avis 
Swafford; brothers, Freddie 
Scott and Wallace Scott; and 
his sister, Brenda Owens.

Left to cherish the mem-
ory of Mr. Scott are his 
daughters, Deana Smith and 
Natasha Scott (Amanda); 
brother, Larry Scott (Ame-
lia); special friends that are 
chosen family members, 
Carolyn and Leon Myers; 
numerous grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, great-
great grandchildren and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Mr. Scott served in the 
United States Army in Viet-
nam from 1966-1968. He 
loved to spend time with 
his family. Travis was ev-
eryone’s handyman and 
enjoyed doing what his 
wife and family liked. Tra-
vis loved Alabama football 
and he loved taking care of 
people; Mr. Scott will be so 
deeply missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions can be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital or the 
The Lucy Bryan Memorial 
Fund https://onrealm.org/
FirstUnitedMeth94212/-/
form/give/Lucy.

Ramona “Mona” Kay 
Solley Brooks

It is with heavy hearts 
that we announce the pass-
ing of our beloved Ramona 
“Mona” Kay Solley Brooks. 
Though words can never 

fully express the loss we 
feel, we take comfort in 
reflecting upon a life that 
placed her Lord and Sav-
ior first and who loved her 
family and friends with her 
whole heart. Born in Etowah 
County and formerly a resi-
dent of Southside, Mona 
relocated to Munford just 
over a year ago to be closer 
to family. 

Mona was a devoted 
wife and mother. She en-
joyed spending time with 
family and friends, and she 
was never slow to speak her 
mind. If you spent much 
time around her you quick-
ly realized that she was the 
center of the room. Mona 
did not meet a stranger, and 
she was always smiling and 
upbeat.

Mona was preceded in 
death by her parents-Robert 
Loyd Solley and Wilma Sue 
Solley; her brother Guy Vic-
tor Solley; her husband of 
sixty years, Rev. Thomas 
Larry Brooks; and her son 
Larry Wayne Brooks. She is 
survived by her son Robby 
Brooks (Missy); Daughter 
in Love Mishaela Brooks; 
Granddaughter Arial Alford 
(Cody) and Grandson Newt 
Brooks (Kaylee).

The family would like to 
extend our heartfelt thanks 
to the wonderful staff at 
Enhabit Hospice for the 
love and compassion that 
was shown to the Brooks 
family as well as Ms. Van-
essa Groce who was Mrs. 
Brooks’ companion and 
friend. We are forever grate-
ful for the love that you have 
shown our loved ones.

There will be no visitation 
or graveside, but a memorial 
service will be held to honor 
Mona’s life. Friends and 
family are welcome to join 
us at Green Valley Baptist 
Church on January 18 from 
2-4 pm . In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks that dona-
tions be made to a charity 
close to their heart, ensuring 
that Mona’s spirit of giving 
continues.

Tia E. Rogers
GADSDEN - Ms. Tia E. 

Rogers, 43, Gadsden, passed 
away December 2,2025.

Ms. Rogers is survived by 
her family.

In person condolences 
with the family was held 
Tuesday, December 9, 2025 
in the Chapel of West Gads-
den Funeral Home.

A celebration of life was 
held at 1 pm Wednesday, 
December 10, 2025 at Abun-
dant Life Church, Gadsden.

Robin Elizabeth Edwards
GADSDEN - A grave-

side service was held 1 p.m. 
Monday, December 8, 2025, 
at Conn Cemetery, for Rob-
in Elizabeth Edwards, age 
63, of Gadsden, who passed 
away December 5, 2025. 
Reverend Billy Boatwright 
officiated. Burial followed 
at Conn Cemetery. 

Mrs. Edwards was an 
employee of Attalla Health 
Care for 30 years and was a 
member of Gospel Temple 
Church. Robin was preced-
ed in death by her parents, 
Larry and Leona Collins.

She is survived by her 
husband, Timothy Edwards; 
daughter, Ashleigh (Drake) 
Nanney; sister, Kelly Col-

lins; brother, Larry Collins; 
and a host of nieces and 
nephews.

The family wishes to ex-
press a special thanks to Dr. 
Castillo and staff and Gen-
tiva Hospice.

William Williams
William Williams, born on 

December 17, 1953, passed 
away on December 2, 2025, 
at the age of 71.

Ray was a 1975 gradu-
ate of Emma Sansom High 
School and began his career 
insulating houses shortly af-
ter. He was a local business 
owner of Quality Insulation 
with over 50 years of experi-
ence in his field. He was man 
of faith and enjoyed visit-
ing local churches around 
Etowah County. He was a 
loving father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather who spent 
most of his free time spend-
ing time with his family. 

Ray is preceded in 
death by his mother, Ra-
mona Hawkins. Sisters, 
Sonja Rousseau and Mary 
Hawkins. Brothers John 
Willimas, Ronnie Williams, 
Roger Williams and Billy 
Hawkins.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 47 years, Leatha 
Williams, daughter, Jamie 
Williams (Larry), son Ryan 
Williams (Cherri). Grandchil-
dren; Emily Collins (Brax-
ton), Alec Timmons, Jayda 
Williams, Mallory Williams 
and Tanner Dempsey. Great-
Grandchildren; Kashton Dix-
on and Emery Collins.

In Lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be given in his 
memory to the American 
Cancer Society at https://
www.cancer.org/donate/me-
morial-giving.html.
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SAVE $15
When You Buy $50 or More 

in Select Gift Cards
(limit 1 per customer with digital coupon)

Offer valid 12/12-12/13/25. Offer valid on select gift cards pictured. Limit 1 promotion, per customer. Card selection varies 
by store. See gift cards for details, terms, conditions, and (if applicable) fees. Gift cards shown are not sponsors or co-
sponsors of this promotion. All trademarks are property of their respective owners. Excludes merchant/retailer’s gift cards, 
Visa, Mastercard and American Express gift cards, prepaid wireless, phone cards, and reloadable prepaid products.  
137700_1125

COUPON 
EFFECTIVE

DEC. 12-
DEC. 13

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 1X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

1X

COUPON 
EFFECTIVE

DEC. 12-
DEC. 13 Chicken 

Breast Tenders
Fresh, Family Pack, Per Lb.

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 2X IN ONE TRANSACTION.
COUPON 

EFFECTIVE
DEC. 12-
DEC. 13

ValuCard Price...............................4.99
Digital Coupon.........................-2.00

Nestlé Toll 
House Morsels
Selected Varieties, 10-12 Oz.

ValuCard Price...........................................2.49
Digital Coupon....................................-0.61

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 2X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally 
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single 
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities 

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2025 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901
SALE DATES: FRI.,DEC. 12 -

SAT., DEC. 13,  2025
Sign up today at foodcity.com to receive

exclusive specials, coupons and more!

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2023 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.    

foodcity.com

@FoodCity
www.foodcity.com

2X FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 299
With Card

FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 188
With Card

$2.99, per Lb., with an additional $25 purchase. $3.99, per Lb., without an 
additional $25 purchase. Limit 1 transaction per customer. ValuCard required.

LIMIT
10 LBS.

ValuCard Price.......................3.99
Digital Coupon..................-1.00

FINAL PRICE WITH COUPON

Ground Beef
Food City Fresh, 81% Lean, Per Lb. 

COUPON EFFECTIVE
DEC. 12 - DEC. 13

299
With Card

With an
additional

$25
Purchase

MUST 
PURCHASE 
A MINIMUM 

OF 1 LB.

2 DAYS ONLY
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

DECEMBER
12TH & 13TH

LLiimmiitt  11  ttrraannssaaccttiioonn  ppeerr  
iitteemm  ppeerr  VVaalluuCCaarrdd  ppeerr  ddaayy..  

DDiissccoouunntt  ttaakkeenn  aass  aa  ccoouuppoonn..  
CCuussttoommeerr  ppaayyss  ssaalleess  ttaaxx..

OVER $240
IN SAVINGS!

LIMIT

10
LBS.

IN THE

MEAT

Dept.

2X

Basket & Bushel

Russet Potatoes
10 Lb.

Selected Varieties, Arm & Hammer 
Power Sheets (35 Ct.) or 

Liquid Detergent
100-105 Oz.

Frozen, Selected Varieties, 
TGI Friday’s Appetizers (10-17.5 Oz.) or

Tyson Chicken
20-29 Oz.

Frozen, Selected Varieties, Connie’s Classic 
Thin Crust, Uno Deep Dish,

Cheez-It or 
Screamin’ 
Sicilian Pizza
16-26.9 Oz.

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

Selected Varieties

Hormel Black 
Label Bacon
12 Oz.

IN THE

MEAT

Dept.

2/$5With Card

Made Fresh In-Store

Snack Cups
Each 199

With Card

Selected Varieties, Fudge Cookies 
(8.5-12.5 Oz.), Vanilla Wafers (11 Oz.) or

Crav’n Flavor 
Graham Crackers
11-14.4 Oz. 149

With Card

3
Buy

When you buy 3 in the same transaction. Lesser 
quantities are ValuCard price. Limit 1 transaction (3 total items). 

Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

LIMIT 3
TOTAL ITEMS

In-Store Baked

Chocolate Chip 
Cookies
Dozen

IN THE

Bakery

399
With Card

IN THE

PRODUCE

Dept.

IN THE

PRODUCE

Dept.

399
With Card

499
With Card

499
With Card 499

With Card

699
With Card 699

With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

Selected Varieties, Viva Paper Towels (6 Rolls) or

Cottonelle 
Bath Tissue
6 Mega Rolls

Selected Varieties, Jif Peanut Butter (40 Oz.), Rice 
Krispies Treats (16 Ct.), Nutri-Grain Bars (16 Ct.) or

Special K
Protein Bars 
6 Ct.

399
With Card

LIMIT
2

Selected Varieties

Coca-Cola Products
6 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls. 

Selected Varieties, Brownie Brittle (4-5 Oz.), 
Diamond Flavored Nuts (3.25-4 Oz.), 
Food Club Apple Juice (64 Oz.) or

Hawaiian Punch
128 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Allen’s Green Beans
28 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Pie Crusts (2 Ct.) or Frozen

Pillsbury 
Grands! Biscuits
25 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Frosting, Brownie Mix or

Betty Crocker 
Delights Cake Mix
12-18.4 Oz.

2/$6With Card

4/$5With Card

269
With Card

Selected Varieties, Starkist Chunk Light Tuna (4 Pk.) or

Grown In 
Idaho Potatoes
24-28 Oz. 299

With Card

Deli Fresh

Mustard Potato 
Salad, Macaroni 
Salad or Cole Slaw
Per Lb.

IN THE

Deli

Selected Varieties

Eckrich Smoked 
Sausage
14 Oz.

2/$5With Card

IN THE

MEAT

Dept.

Selected Varieties, Hungry Jack
Pancake Mix (32 Oz.) or Syrup (24 Oz.) or

Kellogg’s Pop•tarts
8 Ct. 199

With Card

Whole

Pork Tenderloin
Per Lb.

IN THE

MEAT

Dept.

SLICED

Free

Selected Varieties

Little Debbie
Snack Cakes
10.6-13.31 Oz. 219

With Card

Frozen, Selected Varieties, Eggo Waffles or 
Pancakes (8.4-14.8 Oz.) or 
Smuckers
Uncrustables
4 Ct.

2/$5With Card

325
With Card

299
With Card

299
With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
6

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
4

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
4

199
With Card

When you buy 5 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities 
are 7.49 each. Limit 1 transaction (5 total items). 

Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

5

Buy

LIMIT 5

TOTAL ITEMS

Selected Varieties

Frito-Lay
Multipacks
15-18 Ct. 999

With Card

Selected Varieties, Crav’n Flavor 
Ice Cream (48 Oz.), Oreo Cookies 
or Ritz Crackers (8.8-14.03 Oz.),
Tostitos or Lay’s 
Potato Chips
5-14.43 Oz.

LIMIT

4
EACH



By Matthew Watkins
Sports Correspondent

The Glencoe Yellow Jackets took 
their basketball programs on the 
road to Southside Tuesday evening, 
and it was as intense as you could 
have expected two Etowah County 
teams to be. 

To start off the action, second-
year head coach Will Smith led his 
Lady Panthers against Head Coach 
Blake Badgett and his Glencoe 
Lady Yellow Jackets. A season ago, 
Southside was able to best Glencoe 
in their only matchup by a score of 
44-25. 

Each team spent some time feel-
ing one another out, with South-
side jumping out to an early 11-7 
lead at the end of the first quarter. 
The Lady Panthers were paced by 
center Zoey McKinney, who led 
Southside with 19 points. She had 
six of those points in the opening 
quarter. 

Glencoe wouldn’t stay down 
without a fight though. Kinlee 
Montgomery, who led all scorers 
with an impressive 27 points, kept 
the Lady Jackets afloat in the first 
half. The Lady Panthers took a 23-
18 lead into the break. 

The third quarter is where South-
side made their biggest run of the 
night, racing out to a 41-25 lead as 
the game entered its final quarter. 

Southside’s Hannah Westcott and 
Allie Kate Lincoln combined for 7 
points in the 3rd quarter, and helped 
set the tone with some crucial de-
fensive stops.

Glencoe was never quite able 
to climb all the way back into it. 
Southside was able to close things 
out with a cool 54-38 victory, earn-
ing them a big county win. Glen-
coe’s Payton Gray added 7 points 
to help the cause, and Southside’s 
Westcott and Lincoln ended up 
contributing 8 points a piece. 

On the boys’ side of things, it 
was a defensive masterclass from 
both head coaches. Glencoe’s Ryan 
Chambless and Southside’s Chad 
Holderfield have consistently field-
ed teams that are fun to watch for 
anyone that is a fan of hard-nosed, 
physical play. 

Glencoe was led by their stand-
out center Grant Smith, who poured 
in 23 points and hauled in 11 re-
bounds. Smith, listed at 6’6” and 
185 pounds, will be a difficult as-
signment for anyone that crosses 
Glencoe’s path this season. Glen-
coe’s Jalen Hunter also helped the 
cause by adding in 14 points and 3 
rebounds of his own.

However, Holderfield’s Pan-
thers were able to stay in the game 
throughout, thanks to their trio 
of Carson McGraw (13 points, 6 
rebounds), Caden Holderfield (8 

points, 3 rebounds, 2 assists), and 
Drew Clark (7 points, 10 rebounds, 
5 assists). 

Southside’s Drew Clark was able 
to hit a clutch three-pointer with 
1:24 left to cut the Yellow Jacket 
lead down to just three. However, 
after getting past Southside’s in-
tense full-court press, the ball found 
Jalen Hunter’s hands, who hit a 
tough layup through a foul to give 
Glencoe a five-point lead. 

Southside then had to foul three 
times in order to reach the bonus 
and slow the game down, and after a 
Grant Smith free throw, went down 

and immediately sank another huge 
three to cut the lead down to three 
yet again. This would be the last 
flare of hope for Southside though. 
Glencoe was able to sink their free 
throws, corral a Panther miss, and 
escape with a 47-40 victory. 

With games like these, it is sure to 
be a great year for Etowah County 
basketball. Glencoe and Southside 
will both be hosting area opponents 
tonight, with Glencoe welcoming 
Westbrook Christian, and South-
side hosting Gadsden City. 
	 Photo courtesy of Average 
Joe’s Sports Talk.

Morgan led Lanett with 19 carries for 185 
yards and TD runs of 2 and 67 yards. Fred 
Broughton scored on a 1-yard run and complet-
ed 10-of-21 passes for 126 yards. Jever Valbue-
na kicked a 23-yard field goal to make it 15-14 

in the second half.
East led Coosa with 11 tackles, while TJ 

Brooks led Lanett with 10 stops.
Lanett felt one win shy of winning its first 

state title since 2019.
“It’s a tough one,” Lanett coach R.J. McDon-

ald said. “The boys fought and played hard. 
They played resilient all year long. … We just 
had to execute a little bit better.”

The 30th Super 7 concludes Friday with the 
Class 6A championship game between Saraland 
(13-0) and Clay-Chalkville (14-0)

All games have been televised by the AHSAA 
TV Network to every home in the state over the 
Alabama Public Television network and is be-
ing live video streamed over the NFHS Net-
work subscriber-based platform. WOTM TV’s 
Vince Earley is the executive producer.
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Local
Schedules

College Basketball

Men’s
Dec. 15
GSCC vs. Lurleen B. 

Wallace Community Col-
lege at LWCC at 6 p.m.

Women’s
Dec. 13
GSCC vs. Cleveland 

State Community College at 
home at 1 p.m.

Dec. 15
GSCC vs. Lurleen B. 

Wallace Community Col-
lege at LWCC at 4 p.m.

High School 
Basketball

Girls
Dec. 12
Gadsden City vs. South-

side at Southside at 6 p.m.
Sardis vs. Boaz at Boaz 

at 6 p.m.
Glencoe vs. Westbrook at 

home at 5:30 p.m.
Hokes Bluff vs. Ashville 

at Ashville at 6 p.m.
Gaston vs. Sand Rock at 

home at 6 p.m.
Dec. 15
Gadsden City vs. Pinson 

Valley at home at 6 p.m.
Southside vs. Jackson-

ville at Jacksonville at 5:30 
p.m.

Etowah vs. Piedmont at 
Piedmont at 5:30 p.m.

Dec. 16
Gadsden City vs. Minor 

(Adamsville) at home at 6 
p.m.

Sardis vs. Glencoe at 
home at 5:30 p.m.

Hokes Bluff vs. Oneonta 
at home at 5:45 p.m.

Westbrook vs. Piedmont 
at home at 5:30 p.m.

Gaston vs. Cedar Bluff at 
home at 6 p.m.

Dec. 18
Hokes Bluff vs. Boaz at 

home at 6 p.m.
West End vs. Gaston at 

Gaston at 6 p.m.

Boys
Dec. 12
Gadsden City vs. South-

side at Southside at 7:30 
p.m.

Sardis vs. Boaz at Boaz at 
7:30 p.m.

Glencoe vs. Westbrook at 
home at 7:15 p.m.

Hokes Bluff vs. Ashville 
at Ashville at 7 p.m.

Gaston vs. Sand Rock at 
home at 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 13
Glencoe vs. Guntersville 

at Guntersville at 3:20 p.m.
Coosa Christian vs. As-

bury at Asbury at 11:20 a.m.
Dec. 15
Gadsden City vs. Pinson 

Valley at home at 7:30 p.m.
Southside vs. Jacksonville 

at Jacksonville at 6:30 p.m.
Etowah vs. Piedmont at 

Piedmont at 7 p.m.
Dec. 16
Gadsden City vs. Minor 

(Adamsville) at home at 
7:30 p.m.

Sardis vs. Glencoe at 
home at 7 p.m.

Hokes Bluff vs. Oneonta 
at home at 7:15 p.m.

Westbrook vs. Piedmont 
at home at 7 p.m.

Gaston vs. Cedar Bluff at 
home at 7:30 p.m.

Etowah vs. Fort Payne at 
Fort Payne at 8 p.m.

Dec. 18
Hokes Bluff vs. Boaz at 

home at 7:30 p.m.
West End vs. Gaston at 

Gaston at 7:30 p.m.
Westbrook vs. Moody at 

Moody at 7 p.m.
Glencoe vs. Alexandria at 

home at 7:30 p.m.

Recent
Scores
High School 

Girls Basketball

Dec. 5
Southside girls varsity bas-

ketball team lost Friday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Jacksonville, 26-61.

Hokes Bluff girls varsity bas-
ketball team won Friday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Glencoe, 45-32.

West End girls varsity bas-
ketball team lost Friday’s home 
conference game against Susan 
Moore, 30-42.

Westbrook Christian girls 
varsity basketball team lost 
Friday’s non-conference game 
against Oneonta, 39-44.

Sardis girls varsity basketball 
team won Friday’s non-confer-
ence game against Douglas, 72-
30.

Gaston girls varsity basketball 
team won Friday’s home non-
conference game against Ran-
burne, 43-40.

Etowah girls varsity basket-
ball team lost Friday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Piedmont, 39-47.

Dec. 6
Gadsden City girls varsity 

basketball team lost Saturday’s 
home non-conference game 
against Hazel Green, 25-49.

For Gadsden City, Madi-
son Tinker had 18 points; 
Jac’Keria Woods, Naomi Taylor 
and JaKayla Orr each had two 
points; and Amauri Bowie added 
one point.

Dec. 8
Sardis girls varsity basketball 

team won Monday’s non-con-
ference game against Ashville, 
73-37.

Dec. 9
Gadsden City girls varsity 

basketball team lost Tuesday’s 
non-conference game against 
Plainview, 28-65.

For Gadsden City, Madison 
Tinker had nine points; Amauri 
Bowie had six; Jac’Keria Woods 
had five; and Naomi Taylor and 
Ma’Liyah Kennon each had four 
points.

Southside girls varsity basket-
ball team won Tuesday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Glencoe, 54-38.

West End girls varsity basket-
ball team won Tuesday’s home 
conference game against South-
eastern, 48-39.

Etowah girls varsity basket-
ball team won Tuesday’s home 
non-conference game against St. 
Clair County, 50-26.

High School 
Boys Basketball

Dec. 5
Southside boys varsity bas-

ketball team won Friday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Jacksonville, 58-54.

Hokes Bluff boys varsity bas-
ketball team won Friday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Glencoe, 56-53.

West End boys varsity bas-
ketball team lost Friday’s home 
conference game against Susan 
Moore, 52-57.

Westbrook Christian boys 
varsity basketball team lost 
Friday’s non-conference game 
against Oneonta, 50-57.

Etowah boys varsity basket-
ball team won Friday’s home 
non-conference game against 
Piedmont, 70-65.

Etowah stats: Kasen Lacey 
had 22 points; Jeremy Cole had 
14; Zackery Winston had eight; 
Jaiden Wilson had seven; Bay-
lor Morrison had six; Dylan 
Rakestraw had five; Grayson 
Tingle and Coleman Roden each 

had three; and Jaxon Thomason 
scored two.

Dec. 6
Gadsden City boys varsity 

basketball team won Saturday’s 
home non-conference game 
against Hazel Green, 62-42.

Dec. 8
Sardis boys varsity basketball 

team lost Monday’s non-confer-
ence game against Ashville, 62-
95.

Etowah boys varsity bas-
ketball team lost Monday’s 
non-conference game against 
Hayden, 57-68.

Dec. 9
West End boys varsity basket-

ball team lost Tuesday’s home 
conference game against South-
eastern, 54-58.

Gadsden City boys varsity 
basketball team won Tuesday’s 
non-conference game against 
Plainview, 80-46.

Gaston boys varsity basket-
ball team lost Tuesday’s game 
against Pleasant Valley, 29-67.

Etowah boys varsity basket-
ball team lost Tuesday’s home 
non-conference game against St. 
Clair County, 46-56.

Westbrook Christian boys var-
sity basketball team won Tues-
day’s home conference game 
against Ohatchee, 49-14.

Coosa Christian boys varsity 
basketball team lost Tuesday’s 
non-conference game against 
Faith Christian, 42-61.

College Basketball
Women’s Team

Dec. 4
Gadsden State women’s bas-

ketball team defeated Hunting-
don College on Thursday, 78-39.

For GSCC, Khaleyah Jones 
and Katelyn St. Clair scored 
14 points each; Lilac Stanton 
had 12; Cesa Hernandez had 
10; Kam Gaines, Jykierra Oli-
ver and Halle Burch each had 

six; Jordyn LeGrier had four; 
and Alyssa Freeman and Kayley 
Kirk both scored three points.

Dec. 6
Gadsden State women’s bas-

ketball team defeated Reid State 
Technical College on Saturday, 
89-43.

For GSCC, Cesa Hernandez 
scored 21 points; Katelyn St. 
Clair had 17; Kam Gaines had 
14; Jykierra Oliver had nine; 
Khaleyah Jones had eight; Li-
lac Stanton had seven; Alyssa 
Freeman and Halle Burch each 
had four; Kayley Kirk had three; 
and Jordyn LeGrier scored two 
points.

College Basketball
Men’s Team

Dec. 4
Gadsden State men’s basket-

ball team lost to Georgia High-
lands College on Thursday, 74-
78.

For GSCC, KeShawn Watkins 
scored 22 points; Julien Barnett 
had 27; Nathan Henley Jr. had 
10; Marcus Towns had eight; Ju-
lius Winston had four; and Ke-
ota Watkins scored three points.

Dec. 6
Gadsden State men’s basket-

ball team defeated Enterprise 
State Community College on 
Saturday, 95-77.

For GSCC, KeShawn Watkins 
scored 22 points; Julien Barnett 
had 23; Marcus Towns had 11; 
Julius Winston, Keota Watkins 
and Nathan Henley Jr. each had 
seven; Jaedin Reyna had six; 
Caleb Parks had five; Kade Sla-
ton had three; and Tobias Stou-
termire and Greg Williams each 
had two points.

Dec. 8
Gadsden State men’s bas-

ketball team defeated Wallace 
Community College, 75-55. (No 
stats were available as of Dec. 
9.)

Southside takes down Glencoe

Hokes Bluff falls to Cherokee County

- From A1Coosa

By Matthew Watkins
Sports Correspondent

This past Tuesday evening, 
Hokes Bluff hosted Cherokee 
County in a matchup of Class 4A 
contenders. A season ago, these 
teams were cross-area opponents, 
standing in one another’s way for 
a berth in the Northeast Regional 
Tournament at Jacksonville State 
University.

This year, cross-areas have 
changed, but the implications of 
these matchups are still key indi-
cators for how the Class 4A area 
playoff picture may eventually 
take shape.

Tipping-off the varsity action 
for the evening were the girls 

teams. Cherokee County, led by 
fourth-year head coach Richard 
Barton. Barton has an overall re-
cord of 80-18 (0.816%). The Lady 
Eagles are coached by Evan Tal-
bot, who is currently in his sixth 
season at the helm. Talbot led 
Hokes Bluff to an area champion-
ship last season, his first as a head 
coach.

The game started off with no 
hesitations from either side, as 
both teams looked to apply full-
court pressure and aggressively 
attack the basket. The Lady War-
riors found themselves in some 
early foul trouble, but they were 
able to stave this off by connect-
ing on some early three-pointers. 
They carried an 18-7 lead into the 

second quarter. The Lady Eagles 
would battle back though, cutting 
their deficit to just six before half-
time. 

The second half was character-
ized by missed opportunities from 
Hokes Bluff. The Lady Eagles 
missed thirteen free throws for 
the game, leading to an overall 
percentage of 43%. They also 
could not get anything going from 
beyond the arc, as they shot an 
abysmal 3-for-16 (18.8%). Chero-
kee County would end up with a 
relatively comfortable 53-35 win, 
giving the Lady Eagles just their 
second loss of the season (7-2). 
Addison Simmons led Hokes 
Bluff with 12 points. Mazely Ball 
and Mary Davenport added 9 

points and 8 points, respectively.  
The boys contest followed, and 

it was a rematch of their 2025 
subregional playoff game from 
last season. The Eagles won that 
matchup to move on to the Sweet 
Sixteen. This year is already much 
different for each team in terms 
of their personnel, but their inten-
sity and playing styles have not 
changed a great deal. The game 
was played fast and with a tough, 
physical edge. Each team mixed in 
full-court pressure, and each team 
frequently swapped between hy-
peractive man defense and some 
tactical zone setups. 

Hokes Bluff - page B2
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The game was essen-
tially always a one or two-
possession game up until 
the 4th quarter. The Eagles 
started the quarter with a 
7-0 run, giving them a 51-
42 lead. Cherokee County 
wouldn’t go away though. 
They battled back and ac-
tually took a 56-55 lead 

with just over two minutes 
remaining. At that point, 
The Eagles’ senior forward 
Bryce Whitaker got fouled 
and completed a three-
point-play to give Hokes 
Bluff an edge. The Eagles 
would go on to seal the deal 
against the Warriors with a 
60-59 win.

Noah Johnson led Hokes 
Bluff with 18 points, with 
Caylor Jones trailing close 
behind him with 17 points 
of his own. Ronan Mc-
Fadden also chipped in 
11 points. The Eagles will 
travel to Ashville tonight 
for their first area game of 
the season.

- From B1Hokes Bluff

SPORTS
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FORD
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Craig Ford Jody Sizemore Ponda Jones Halee Sims

Sid Nelson Skyler Clonts Melissa  Ortiz Scarlett Green

SALE
CHRISTMAS

S P E C I A L  O F F E R

PURCHASE A 1 - YEAR
SUBSCRIPTION FOR $25.00

THE MESSENGER NEWSPAPER IS 
THE BEST SOURCE FOR LOCAL 

COMMUNITY NEWS AND SPORTS.

PROMO CODE: WINTER

NOW UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2024
CALL 256-547-1049 OR STOP BY 1957

 RAINBOW DRIVE, GADSDEN, AL. 35901 

OFFER VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2025



_____________
NOTICE OF

 MORTGAGE
 FORECLOSURE

SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness se-
cured by that certain 
Mortgage executed by 
Jessica Kirk and Shan 
F. Kirk, Jr., wife and 
husband, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), 
(solely as nominee for 
Lender, First Federal 
Bank, and Lender’s suc-
cessors and assigns), 
dated the 28th day of 
June, 2021, which Mort-
gage was recorded in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama, in 
Instrument Number 
3523444; said Mort-
gage having been trans-
ferred and assigned by 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc. (“MERS”), (solely 
as nominee for Lender, 
First Federal Bank, and 
Lender’s successors 
and assigns) to Alabama 
Housing Finance Au-
thority by virtue of that 
certain Assignment of 
Mortgage dated October 
7, 2025, and recorded 
in said Probate Office 
in Miscellaneous Book 
2025, at Page 3599061. 
The undersigned Ala-
bama Housing Finance 
Authority as Assignee of 
said Mortgage will, un-
der and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained 
in said Mortgage, sell 
at auction to the high-
est bidder for cash be-
fore the main entrance 
of the Etowah County 
Courthouse in the City 
of Gadsden, Alabama, 
during the legal hours 
of sale on January 29, 
2026, the real prop-
erty described in said 
Mortgage, which said 
description is hereby 
referred to and made a 
part hereof, said prop-
erty being situated in 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:
All of Lot 5 and the North 
75 feet of Lot 4, said 75 
feet evenly along, South 
of, and contiguous to 
and parallel with the 
South line of said Lot 5, 
Block 2 of Sardis Addi-
tion No. 2 as recorded in 
Plat Book G, Page 261 
in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate in Etowah 
County, Alabama, and 
subject to those certain 
protective and restrictive 
covenants as found of 
record in Misc Book 44, 
Page 59 in the Probate 
Office of Etowah County, 
Alabama. 

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances.  Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process.  
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part 
of the foreclosure pro-
cess.  
This sale is made for the 
purpose of realizing the 
mortgage debt, together 
with all expenses of the 
sale, including a reason-
able attorney’s fee.

CAPELL & HOWARD, 
P.C.
Bowdy J. 
Brown, Esq.   	
150 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 
36104

Our File No.: 37591-
3609
ATTORNEYS FOR 
ASSIGNEE
ALABAMA HOUSING 
FINANCE AUTHORITY
ASSIGNEE 

November 28, Decem-
ber 5, and 12, 2025

_______________
NOTICE OF 

FORECLOSURE
 SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness se-
cured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Karla Gowens, married 
woman, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mort-
gagee, as nominee for 
Acopia, LLC, its suc-
cessors and assigns , 
on January 12, 2022, 
said mortgage being 
recorded in the Office 
of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama, on January 
14, 2022, as Document 
Number 3533810. Da-
ta Mortgage Inc., DBA 
Essex Mortgage, the 
current holder, under 
and by virtue of the pow-

er of sale contained in 
said mortgage, will sell 
at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, 
in front of the main en-
trance of the Etowah 
County Courthouse, 
in Gadsden, Alabama, 
on February 18, 2026, 
during the legal hours 
of sale, the following de-
scribed real estate, situ-
ated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:
All that certain lot or par-
cel of land situated in 
the County of Etowah, 
State of Alabama, and 
being more particularly 
described as follows: 
Begin at the Southeast 
corner of Lot Number 
Five (5), of the Larry-
dale Subdivision Unit 
Two (2), as recorded in 
Plat Book “G”, Page 99, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama, and 
run Northerly, along the 
East line of said Lot #5 
and #6, 106.00 feet to a 
point; thence deflect 89° 
54’ to the left and run 
Westerly 165.00 feet to 
a point; thence deflect 
90° 06’ to the left and run 
Southerly 106.00 feet to 
an existing capped rebar 
on the South line of Lot 
#4; thence deflect 89° 
54’ to the left and run 
Easterly along the South 
line of said Lot #4 and 
#5 165.00 feet to the 
point of beginning. Said 
property being a portion 
of Lots Numbers Four 
(4), Five (5) and Six (6), 
of the Larrydale Sub-
division Unit Two (2) to 
Glencoe, Alabama, as 
recorded in Plat Book 
“G”, Page 99, Probate 
Office, Etowah County, 
Alabama.
More commonly known 
as: 1123 Larry St, Glen-
coe, AL 35905
This Property will be 
sold on an “as is, where 
is” basis, without war-
ranty or recourse, ex-
pressed or implied as 
to title, use and/or en-
joyment and will be sold 
subject to the right of 
redemption of all par-
ties entitled thereto.  Al-
abama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as part of 
the foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expense of fore-
closure. The success-
ful bidder must tender 
certified funds by noon 
the next business day 
to Law Office of Halli-
day, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C.  Certified funds 
must be in the form of 
a wire transfer, bank or 
credit union’s cashier’s 
check, or bank official 
check payable to Hall-
iday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C. Halliday, Watkins & 
Mann, P.C. reserves the 
right to award the bid to 
the next highest bidder 
should the highest bid-
der fail to timely tender 
the total amount due. 
If sale is voided, Mort-
gagee/Transferee shall 
return the bid amount to 
the successful purchas-
er and the Mortgagee/
Transferee shall not be 
liable to the purchase 
for any damages. If the 
sale is set aside for any 
reason, the purchaser 
at the sale shall be only 
entitled to a return of the 
deposit and bid amount, 
if paid. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate 
and to credit its pur-
chase price against the 
expenses of sale and in-
debtedness secured by 
the real estate. This sale 
is subject to postpone-
ment or cancellation. 

Data Mortgage Inc., 
DBA Essex Mortgage 
(“Transferee”) 

Halliday, Watkins & 
Mann, P.C.
244 Inverness Center 
Drive
Birmingham, AL 35242
Phone: (801) 355-2886

November 28, Decem-
ber 5, and 12, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE
 SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of the 
loan documents secured 
by that certain mortgage 

executed by Shirley T 
Sparkman A/K/A Shirley 
Tomlin Sparkman A/K/A 
Shirley JoAnn Tomlin 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Family Sav-
ings Credit Union, its 
successors and assigns 
dated April 2, 2020; said 
mortgage being record-
ed on April 17, 2020 as 
Instrument No. 3500925 
in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama. Said 
Mortgage was last sold, 
assigned and trans-
ferred to Newrez LLC 
d/b/a Shellpoint Mort-
gage Servicing by as-
signment recorded in 
Deed Book 2025, Page 
3596297 in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

The undersigned, Ne-
wrez LLC d/b/a Shell-
point Mortgage Servic-
ing, under and by virtue 
of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for 
cash before the main 
entrance of the Court 
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm), 
on January 7, 2026 the 
following property, situ-
ated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:

Lot Number Nineteen 
(19), Block Number Four 
(4), in Crestview Land 
Company’s Addition to 
Gadsden, according to 
the map or plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 
“D”, Pages 144 and 145, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 618 
Magnolia Ave, Gadsden, 
AL 35903.

Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold 
subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (in-
cluding taxes which are 
a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), the right 
of redemption of any 
taxing authority, all out-
standing liens for public 
utilities which constitute 
liens upon the proper-
ty, any matters which 
might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and 
inspection of the prop-
erty, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, 
easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, special as-
sessments, covenants, 
the statutory right of 
redemption pursuant 
to Alabama law, and 
any matters of record 
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set 
out above. Said prop-
erty will be sold on an 
“as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty 
or recourse against the 
above-named or the un-
dersigned. The success-
ful bidder must present 
certified funds in the 
amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part 
of the foreclosure pro-
cess.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
and (2) to final confirma-
tion and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the 
holder of the Mortgage.

NEWREZ LLC D/B/A 
SHELLPOINT MORT-
GAGE SERVICING
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 25-07617AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

The Messenger
25-07617AL

December 5, 12, and 19, 

2025
____________

NOTICE OF
 FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been 
made in the terms of 
that certain Mortgage, 
executed on July 14, 
2015, by MAM Invest-
ments Series Nine, 
LLC, a Nevada LLC, 
as Mortgagor, to FVP, 
LLC, a Florida LLC, as 
Mortgagee, which said 
Mortgage is recorded at 
Instrument #3420670, 
and which said Mort-
gage and underlying 
promissory note was as-
signed to Garafalo Fam-
ily Revocable Trust and 
recorded at Instrument 
#3429040, and which 
said Mortgage and un-
derlying promissory note 
is currently held by Ga-
rafalo Family Revoca-
ble Trust, and Garafalo 
Family Revocable Trust 
is authorized to enforce 
the terms of the Mort-
gage secured by said 
promissory note by vir-
tue of the power of sale 
thereunder and § 35-
10-12, Ala. Code 1975, 
the following described 
real property was to be 
sold on 12/2/2025, but 
is postponed and will 
instead be sold at public 
outcry, for cash, to the 
highest bidder, in front 
of the Courthouse door 
of Etowah County during 
the legal hours of sale 
on March 2, 2026

Commencing at the 
Southwest corner of the 
intersection of Lone-
some Bend Road and 
Air Depot Road in the 
Northeast corner of Sec-
tion 30, Township 12 
South, Range 7 East; 
thence Due West along 
the observed South 
ROW line of Air De-
pot Road 325.00 ft. to 
a capped rebar at the 
point of intersection of 
said South ROW line 
of Air Depot Road and 
a 40 ft. Right of Way; 
said point being the true 
point of beginning of 
the hereafter described 
parcel; thence South 00 
degrees 00 min. 19 sec. 
West and leaving said 
South ROW line of Air 
Depot Road 469. 92 ft. 
to a 3/ 8 inch pinch top 
pipe; thence North 89 
degrees 56 min. 41 sec. 
West 235.21 ft. to a 3/8 
inch pipe; thence South 
00 degrees 03 min. 54 
sec. East 722.84 ft. to a 
½ inch pipe on the ob-
served Northeast Right 
of Way line of Louisville 
& Nashville Railroad 
(aka the Southwest 
Right of Way line of a 
recorded road right of 
way); thence North 34 
degrees 08 min. 59 sec. 
West along said ROW 
line of railroad 180.00 
ft. to a capped rebar; 
thence North 00 degrees 
03 min. 54 sec. West 
26.79 ft. to a capped 
rebar on the observed 
Northeast ROW line of 
said recorded road row; 
thence North 34 degrees 
02 min. 30 sec. West 
along said row 227.22 ft. 
to a ½ inch pipe; thence 
North 00 degrees 09 
min. 32 sec. West and 
leaving said row line 
828.51 ft. to a capped 
rebar on the observed 
South ROW line of Air 
Depot Road; thence due 
East along said ROW 
line 465.00 ft. to the true 
point of beginning. The 
conveyance will be sub-
ject to all easements, 
restrictions and reser-
vations appearing of re-
cord. Said sale will also 
be made subject to any 
Federal Tax Liens and/or 
Special Assessments of 
any nature, if any, which 
might adversely affect 
the title to the property. 

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part 
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. The property is 
being sold “as is, where 
is”.  Said property is 
sold without warranty 
or recourse, express or 
implied as to title, use 
or enjoyment. This sale 
is made for the purpose 
of paying the indebted-
ness secured by said 
mortgage, as well as the 
expenses of foreclosure.  
This sale is subject to 
postponement or can-
cellation.

James O’Connell
O’Connell Law Firm
P.O. Box 380564

Birmingham, AL 35238

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

_______________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE
 SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness se-
cured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Kenya Rice, a married 
woman, originally in fa-
vor of Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc. as nominee 
for Success Mortgage 
Partners, Inc., on April 
17, 2023, said mortgage 
recorded in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument 
Number 3556389; the 
undersigned PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC, as 
Mortgagee/Transferee, 
under and by virtue of 
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder 
for cash, in front of the 
main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County, 
Alabama, on January 
15, 2026, during the le-
gal hours of sale, all of 
its rights, title, and inter-
est in and to the follow-
ing described real es-
tate, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit: 
Lots 28, 29, 30 and 31 in 
Block Number 4 “Moun-
tainview Park” as record-
ed in Plat Book C, Pages 
176 and 177, Probate 
Office, Etowah County, 
Alabama,together with 
all improvements there-
on.. Property street ad-
dress for informational 
purposes: 2441 Scenic 
Dr , Gadsden, AL 35904. 
THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS 
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE, 
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE, 
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE 
SOLD SUBJECT TO 
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL 
PARTIES ENTITLED 
THERETO. Alabama 
law gives some persons 
who have an interest in 
property the right to re-
deem the property under 
certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expenses of fore-
closure. The successful 
bidder must tender a 
non-refundable deposit 
of Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($5,000.00) in certi-
fied funds made payable 
to Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. 
at the time and place of 
the sale. The balance 
of the purchase price 
plus any deed recording 
costs and transfer taxes 
must be paid in certified 
funds by noon the next 
business day at the Law 
Office of Tiffany & Bos-
co, P.A. at the address 
indicated below. Tiffany 
& Bosco, P.A. reserves 
the right to award the 
bid to the next highest 
bidder should the high-
est bidder fail to timely 
tender the total amount 
due. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate 
and to credit its pur-
chase price against the 
expenses of sale and the 
indebtedness secured 
by the real estate. This 
sale is subject to post-
ponement or cancella-
tion. PennyMac Loan 
Services, LLC, (“Trans-
feree”) Tiffany & Bosco, 
P.A., 2501 20th Place 
South, Suite 300, Home-
wood, AL 35223 www.
tblaw.com TB File Num-
ber: 25-03251-PM-AL 
12/05/2025, 12/12/2025, 
12/19/2025

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

_____________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE
 SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness se-
cured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Jason McIntyre and 
Jennifer McIntyre, hus-
band and wife, original-
ly in favor of Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nomi-
nee for Family Savings 
Credit Union, on June 

14, 2017, said mortgage 
recorded in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument 
Number 3452124; the 
undersigned Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC, 
as Mortgagee/Transfer-
ee, under and by virtue 
of the power of sale 
contained in said mort-
gage, will sell at public 
outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash, in front 
of the main entrance of 
the Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama, on January 15, 
2026, during the legal 
hours of sale, all of its 
rights, title, and interest 
in and to the following 
described real estate, 
situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-
wit: Commence at a 
1-1/2 inch pipe marking 
the Northeast corner of 
the NW 1/4 - NW 1/4 
of Section 21, Town-
ship 12 South, Range 8 
East; thence South 02 
degrees 02 minutes 18 
seconds West 734.24 
feet along the East line 
of said forty to a 1/2-inch 
capped rebar (CA497-
LS) also being the Point 
of Beginning; thence 
continue South 02 de-
grees 02 minutes 18 
seconds West 325.00 
feet along said forty line 
a 3/8-inch rebar on the 
Northerly right of way 
of U.S. Highway Num-
ber 278 (80-foot right 
of way); thence leaving 
said forty line North 69 
degrees 43 minutes 21 
seconds West 283.00 
feet along said right 
of way to a 1/2-inch 
capped rebar (CA-497-
LS); thence leaving 
said right of way North 
02 degrees 02 min-
utes 18 seconds East 
325.00 feet to a 1/2-inch 
capped rebar (CA-497-
LS); thence South 69 
degrees 43 minutes 21 
seconds East 283.00 
feet to the Point of Be-
ginning; situated, lying 
and being in Etowah 
County, Alabama.. Prop-
erty street address for 
informational purposes: 
9234 US Highway 278 E 
, Hokes Bluff, AL 35903. 
THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS 
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE, 
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE, 
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE 
SOLD SUBJECT TO 
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL 
PARTIES ENTITLED 
THERETO. Alabama 
law gives some persons 
who have an interest in 
property the right to re-
deem the property under 
certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expenses of fore-
closure. The successful 
bidder must tender a 
non-refundable deposit 
of Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($5,000.00) in certi-
fied funds made payable 
to Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. 
at the time and place of 
the sale. The balance 
of the purchase price 
plus any deed recording 
costs and transfer taxes 
must be paid in certified 
funds by noon the next 
business day at the Law 
Office of Tiffany & Bos-
co, P.A. at the address 
indicated below. Tiffany 
& Bosco, P.A. reserves 
the right to award the bid 
to the next highest bid-
der should the highest 
bidder fail to timely ten-
der the total amount due. 
The Mortgagee/Trans-
feree reserves the right 
to bid for and purchase 
the real estate and to 
credit its purchase price 
against the expenses 
of sale and the indebt-
edness secured by the 
real estate. This sale 
is subject to postpone-
ment or cancellation. 
Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC, (“Trans-
feree”) Tiffany & Bosco, 
P.A., 2501 20th Place 
South, Suite 300, Home-
wood, AL 35223 www.
tblaw.com TB File Num-
ber: 25-06399-CE-AL 
12/05/2025, 12/12/2025, 
12/19/2025

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

____________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE

 FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of 
the loan documents se-
cured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Raymond Keith Whor-
ton, a married man and 
Alisha Whorton to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee 
for Southpoint Bank, its 
successors and assigns 
dated May 29, 2015; 
said mortgage being 
recorded on June 4, 
2015 as Instrument No. 
3418664 in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama. Said Mortgage 
was last sold, assigned 
and transferred to Sun-
Trust Mortgage, Inc. by 
assignment recorded as 
Instrument No. 3438275 
in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama.

The undersigned, Tru-
ist Bank, successor by 
merger to SunTrust Bank 
successor by merger to 
SunTrust Mortgage Inc., 
under and by virtue of 
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for 
cash before the main 
entrance of the Court 
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm), 
on January 9, 2026 the 
following property, situ-
ated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:

All that parcel of land in 
Etowah County, State of 
Alabama, being known 
and designated as 2.89 
acres more or less in 
the SE 1/4 of the NW 
1/4 and in the NE 1/4 of 
the SW 1/4 of Section 
1, Township 13 South, 
Range 5 East, Huntsville 
Meridian; more particu-
larly described as; Com-
mence at the Northern-
most corner of property 
described in deed from 
Michael Johnson to John 
C. Hopkins on Novem-
ber 19, 1979 and record-
ed in Deed Book 1321, 
Page 989 in the Probate 
Office of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama; thence 
Northwesterly along the 
Southwesterly bound-
ary of Lake Circle a dis-
tance of 79.63 feet to 
the Northernmost corner 
of property described 
in Deed made Novem-
ber 13, 1986 from Lee 
Investment Corpora-
tion to Ronald Hewlett 
Towers and the point of 
beginning of said 2.89 
acre tract; thence South 
39 degrees 56 minutes 
West a distance of 90.24 
feet to a point; thence 
South 38 degrees 18 
minutes West a distance 
of 48.47 feet to a point; 
thence South 06 de-
grees 48 minutes West 
a distance of 135.24 
feet to a point; thence 
South 66 degrees 16 
minutes West a dis-
tance of 167.94 feet to 
a point; thence North 
37 degrees 53 minutes 
West a distance of 69.17 
feet to a point; thence 
North 28 degrees 51 
minutes West a distance 
of 111.57 feet to a point; 
thence North 21 de-
grees 20 minutes East 
a distance of 110.04 
feet to a point; thence 
North 16 degrees 47 
minutes West a distance 
of 156.60 feet to a point; 
thence North 83 de-
grees 03 minutes East 
a distance of 383.78 feet 
to Southwesterly line 
of Lake Circle; thence 
Southeasterly along the 
Southwesterly side of 
Lake Circle a chord line 
of South 22 degrees 34 
minutes East a distance 
of 154.46 feet to the 
point of beginning.

Said property is com-
monly known as 121 S 
Lake Drive, Rainbow 
City, AL 35906.

Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold 
subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (in-
cluding taxes which are 
a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), the right 
of redemption of any 
taxing authority, all out-
standing liens for public 
utilities which constitute 
liens upon the proper-
ty, any matters which 
might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and 
inspection of the prop-
erty, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, 
easements, rights-of-
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way, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, special as-
sessments, covenants, 
the statutory right of 
redemption pursuant 
to Alabama law, and 
any matters of record 
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set 
out above. Said prop-
erty will be sold on an 
“as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty 
or recourse against the 
above-named or the un-
dersigned. The success-
ful bidder must present 
certified funds in the 
amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part 
of the foreclosure pro-
cess.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
and (2) to final confirma-
tion and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the 
holder of the Mortgage.

TRUIST BANK, SUC-
CESSOR BY MERG-
ER TO SUNTRUST 
BANK SUCCESSOR 
BY MERGER TO SUN-
TRUST MORTGAGE 
INC.
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 955616
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Garrett Gibbs was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
10/31/2025 over the Es-
tate of Matthew Raye 
Gibbs, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Floyd Mark Carnes was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 09/26/2025 over the 
Estate of Floyd Thomas 
Carnes, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Rodney Clark Jennings 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/10/2025 to 
the Estate of Paula Kay 
Patton deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

David A. Culp and Ra-
chel E. Culp (AKA Ra-
chel Culp Moorman) 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/05/2025 to 
the Estate of Henry Culp, 
IV., deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Andre Ash was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
10/22/2025 over the Es-
tate of Cassie Marilyn 
Ash, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

John Marc Guthrie was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/28/2025 to the Es-
tate of John Kenneth 
Guthrie, Jr., deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Mitchell Bryant Ken-
nedy, Jr. was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
10/20/2025 to the Estate 
of Gary James Kennedy, 
Sr., deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Jerry Wayne Dean was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/07/2025 to the Es-
tate of Margaret Ophelia 
Dean, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Phillip W. Williams, Jr. 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/04/2025 
to the Estate of Alfred 
West, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Andrea Collett was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
10/28/2025 to the Es-
tate of Jerry Wayne Col-
lett, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Jennifer Tamburello 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 10/22/2025 to 
the Estate of Avis W. El-
rod, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, 2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

John Timothy Phillips 
and Tatina Phillips was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/19/2025 over the Es-
tate of Jeffery Todd Phil-
lips, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Olivia R. Walden was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/17/2025 to the Estate 
of B.W. Walden a/k/a 
Bobbie Willie Walden, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Mary Bailey was/were 
appointed Personal 

Representative(s) on 
11/17/2025 to the Es-
tate of George D. Mad-
dox, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

John Strickland was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/12/2025 to the Estate 
of Nancy Godfrey Bo-
bo, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Linda Davis Hester was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/13/2025 to the Estate 
of Henry Taylor Davis, 
II, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILECLAIMS

Cecilia Ann Mecham 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/13/2025 
over the Estate of Mar-
garet Ann Cranford, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

David L. Holmes and 
Bobbie Ann Ross was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 11/17/2025 to the 
Estate of Betty Rober-
ta Holmes, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILECLAIMS

Harry Donald Gulledge 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/19/2025 
to the Estate of Eloise 
Smith Gulledge, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

January Millican was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/20/2025 to the Estate 
of William Brett Jen-
kins, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Kendra S. Eidson was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/1/2025 to the Estate 
of Boyd V. Eidson, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Wanda Adcock and 
Kathy Murphee was/
were appointed Co-Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 11/20/2025 to the Es-
tate of Jerrine K. Cash, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 

within six months will be 
barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Jacob Millican, Conser-
vator was/were appoint-
ed Personal Represen-
tative(s) on 11/21/2025 
over the Estate of Apo-
lonia Burton, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Lori Ann Stokes Bur-
ris was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/20/2025 to 
the Estate of Troy Lee 
Burris, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

______________
FILE CLAIMS

Carolyn Day was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
11/14/2025 to the Estate 
of Clyde Junior Day, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Marsha L. Barnes was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/24/2025 to the Estate 
of Elizabeth Ann Barnes, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Lynne Daniel Wood was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/24/2025 to the Estate 
of Margaret M. Dan-
iel, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Angela Brooks was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/01/2025 to the Estate 
of Juanita Sims Car-
roll, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Mary Ann Pennington 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 12/01/2025 to 
the Estate of Richard A. 
Baker, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Beverly Wood was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 12/01/2025 over the 
Estate of Jean B. Crock-
er, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 

COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 
GERALDINE O’HAIR, 
DECEASED. 
Case No.: 2025-00314 

TO: Danielle Matthews 
and Brynnley; where-
abouts unknown 

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that there has 
been filed in this Court 
an instrument 
purporting to be in the 
Last Will and Testament 
of Geraldine O’Hair, de-
ceased, and a petition in 
writing and under oath 
praying for the admis-
sion to probate and re-
cord in this Court of said 
instrument as the true 
Last Will and Testament 
of the decedent. A Peti-
tion for Removal of 
Personal Representa-
tive has also been filed. 

You are FURTHER NO-
TIFIED to be in and ap-
pear before this Court 
on the 3rd day of 
February, 2026 at 10:00 
a.m., when said peti-
tions will be heard and to 
show cause, if any you 
may have, why the in-
strument filed with said 
petition and purporting 
to be the Last Will and 
Testament of John Da-
vid Jones, deceased, 
should not be admitted 
to probate and recorded 
in this Court as the true 
Last Will and Testament 
of said decedent. 

DONE THIS THE 1st 
DAY OF December, 
2025. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 5, 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

Case #: 2025-751 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
ROBERT MOSES, 
ALLEGED 
INCAPACITATED 

TO: Any unknown family, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 

Please take notice that 
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above 
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate, and further, 
that the 20th day of 
JANUARY 2026 at 2:00 
p.m. was appointed a 
day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof 
at which time you may 
appear and support and/
or contest the Petition, if 
you so choose. 
DONE THIS THE 9TH 
DAY OF DECEMBER 
2025

Scott W. Hassell 
PROBATE JUDGE 

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:  
MARTHA BULLOCK,
INCAPACITATED

CASE # 2025-592

TO:  Any interested party

Please take notice that 
a PETITION TO SELL 
REAL PROPERTY be-
longing to the above ref-
erenced incapacitated 
individual was filed in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate, and further, 
that the 6th day of Jan-
uary, 2026 at 2:30 pm 
was appointed a day 
and time for hearing on 
said Petition, therefore  
at which time you may 
appear and support and/
or contest the Petition, if 
you so choose.  
DONE THIS THE 4TH 
DAY OF DECEMBER 
2025

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
WILLIAM DODD, 
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED 
Case #: 2025-752 

TO: Michael Dodd and 
any unknown family, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 

Please take notice that 
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above 
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in 

the Office of the Judge 
of Probate, and further, 
that the 20th day of 
JANUARY 2026 at 2:30 
p.m. was appointed a 
day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof 
at which time you may 
appear and support and/
or contest the Petition, if 
you so choose. 

DONE THIS THE 10TH 
DAY OF DECEMBER 
2025 

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE 

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

____________
NOTICE OF 

SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA

Case Number:  
DR-900230-CDR

David Harville, Plaintiff 
Vs
Tina Evette S. Harville, 
Defendant

NOTICE TO:
TINA EVETTE S. HAR-
VILLE, WHOSE LAST 
KNOWN ADDRESS OR 
WHEREABOUTS ARE 
UNKNOWN

You will take notice that 
a Complaint for Divorce 
has been filed in the 
Etowah County Circuit 
Court, alleging that your 
whereabouts or last 
known address are un-
known.

Please be advised that 
should you intend to 
contest this adoption, 
you must file a written 
response within thirty 
(30) days of the date of 
the last publication here-
in with Gerald Maxwell, 
Attorney at Law, whose 
name and address is 
shown below, and with 
the Clerk of Circuit Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, Courthouse, 801 
Forest Avenue, Gads-
den, Alabama 35901.

Done this 12th day of 
November 2025.

Cody D. Robinson
Circuit Judge

Name and Address of 
Attorney:
Gerald Maxwell
821 Tuscaloosa Avenue
Gadsden, AL. 35901
256-393-3897
Maxwellg254@gmail.
com

November 21, 28, 
December 5 and 12, 
2025

____________
NOTICE OF 
COMPLAINT 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY ALABAMA 

CV - 2025 - 900597 

GRACE DARLENE 
WHITLOCK and 
JUSTIN WHITLOCK 
PLAINTIFFS 

V. 
BARBARA CAROL 
PITTS 
AND 
THE REAL PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: 
To reach a point of be-
ginning for the herein-
after described parcel 
of land, commence at 
the Southeast corner of 
the SE 1/4 of SE 1/4; 
thence run South 88 de-
grees oo minutes West, 
along the South line 
thereof, 30.08 feet to 
a point in the West line 
of Turner Road; thence 
run North 02 degrees 
14 minutes East along 
said West line, parallel 
with the East line of SE 
1/4 of SE 1/4, 1,150.15 
feet to a point; thence 
run South 84 degrees 
20 minutes West, 789.6 
feet to a point, which is 
the point of beginning of 
the parcel of land herein 
described; thence from 
said point of beginning 
deflect 180 degrees left 
and run North 84 de-
grees 20 minutes East 
100 feet to a point; 
thence deflect left and 
run North 02 degrees 
14 minutes East 277.43 
feet, more or less, to a 
point on the South line 
of Rocky Ford Road 
80-foot right of way; 
thence Westerly along 
the South line of Rocky 
Ford Road 100 feet, 
more or less, to a point 
which is North 02 de-
grees 14 minutes East 
from the point of begin-
ning; thence deflect left 
and run South 02 de-
grees 14 minutes West 
277.43 feet, more or 
less, to the South prop-
erty line, the point of be-
ginning, and embracing 
portions of the East Half 
of the Southeast Quarter 
(E 1/2 of SE 1/4) in Sec-
tion Seven (7), Town-
ship Twelve (12) south, 
Range Eight (8) East 
of Huntsville Meridian 
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama. 
AND 

Fictitious Defendants 
A-D, whose identities 
and whereabouts are 
unknown, and all other 
persons claiming any 
present, future, contin-
gent, remainder, rever-
sion, or other interest 
in the lands described 
herein 
DEFENDANTS 

The Defendants, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known, and any other 
persons claiming any 
present, future, contin-
gent, remainder, rever-
sion, or other interest 
in the lands described 
below, must answer 
Plaintiffs’ Complaint filed 
in the above referenced 
court and case number 
within thirty (30) days 
of the completion of the 
publication or thereafter 
a judgment of default
may be rendered against 
you in the above-styled 
case. 
The subject property is 
described as follows: 
To reach a point of be-
ginning for the hereinaf-
ter described parcel of 
land, commence at the 
Southeast corner of the 
SE 1/4 of SE 1/4; thence 
run South 88 degrees 
oo minutes West, along 
the South line thereof, 
30.08 feet to a point in 
the West line of Turner 
Road; thence run North 
02 degrees 14 minutes 
East along said West 
line, parallel with the 
East line of SE 1/4 of SE 
1/4, 1,150.15 feet to a 
point; thence run South 
84 degrees 20 minutes 
West, 789.6 feet to a 
point, which is the point 
of beginning of the parcel 
of land herein described; 
thence from said point 
of beginning deflect 180 
degrees left and run 
North 84 degrees 20 
minutes East 100 feet 
to a point; thence de-
flect left and run North 
02 degrees 14 minutes 
East 277.43 feet, more 
or less, to a point on 
the South line of Rocky 
Ford Road 80-foot right 
of way; thence Westerly 
along the South line of 
Rocky Ford Road 100 
feet, more or less, to 
a point which is North 
02 degrees 14 minutes 
East from the point of 
beginning; thence de-
flect left and run South 
02 degrees 14 minutes 
West 277.43 feet, more 
or less, to the South 
property line, the point of 
beginning, and embrac-
ing portions of the East 
Half of the Southeast 
Quarter (E 1/2 of SE 1/4) 
in Section Seven (7), 
Township Twelve (12) 
south, Range Eight (8) 
East of Huntsville Me-
ridian in Etowah County, 
Alabama. 
The address of the sub-
ject property is 7903 
Rocky Ford Road, Gads-
den, AL 35903. The PIN 
for the subject property 
is 23258. 

Done the 4th day of De-
cember 2025 

Cassandra Johnson
Circuit Clerk of Etowah 
County

/s/ Brynn T. Crain
Circuit Judge

/s/Jason Knowles 
Jason Knowles, Attorney 
for Plaintiff 
413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
256-547-7200

December 12, 19, 26, 
2025 and January 2, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF 
PETITION

 FOR TERMINATION
 OF PARENTAL

RIGHTS 

IN THE JUVENILE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE THE MATTER 
OF:K.B.C AND K.P.C. 
MINOR CHILDREN 

TO: Harley Buice and 
Brandon Gipson 

You are hereby given 
notice that a petition has 
been filed by the Etowah 
County Department 
of Human Resources 
requesting that your 
parental rights be ter-
minated to K.B.C. born 
04/07/2018 and K.P.C. 
born 05-01-2019. You 
are hereby given notice 
that you are required 
to file an Answer with 
the Clerk of the Juve-
nile Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama and 
with the Petitioner’s at-
torney, Sheri W. Stall-
ings, Assistant Attorney 
General, STATE OF 
ALABAMA DEPT. OF 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
220 West Main St., with-
in fourteen (14) days of 
the date of the last pub-
lication of this notice or 
a default judgment can 
be entered against you. 
A parent has the right to 
representation of an at-
torney in a dependency 
or a termination of pa-
rental rights trial, and, if 
indigent, the Court may 
appoint an attorney if 

www.gadsdenmessenger.com December 12, 2025/B5

12-12-2025 Legals .indd   412-12-2025 Legals .indd   4 12/11/25   10:55 AM12/11/25   10:55 AM



requested. Should the 
parent desire a court- 
appointed attorney, 
application should be 
made immediately upon 
receipt of notice of the 
action, by contacting 
the Clerk of the Juvenile 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama on or before 
the day of 31st day of 
December 2025

CASSANDRA JOHN-
SON 
Circuit Clerk Etowah 
County, Alabama 

Sheri W. Carver Stall-
ings 
Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral 
Etowah County Depart-
ment of Human Re-
sources 
220 West Main St. 
Centre, Alabama 35960 

December 5, 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

_____________
NOTICE OF

 PETITION FOR 
TERMINATION OF

 PARENTAL RIGHTS 

IN THE JUVENILE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

CASE NO.: JU23-
353.02 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
L.L, A Minor

NOTICE TO: SHELYNN 
JACKSON 

You are hereby given 
notice that a Petition 
has been filed seeking 
to terminate your paren-
tal rights to your minor 
child: L.B.L., born Janu-
ary 23, 2022. You must 
file an Answer to the 
Petition with the Etowah 
County Juvenile Court 
Clerk within fourteen 
(14) days of the date of 
last publication of this 
notice, or a default judg-
ment by may be entered. 
The address is: Etowah 
County Juvenile Court, 
801 Forrest Avenue, 
Gadsden, Alabama, 
35901. You are notified 
that you have the right 
be represented by an at-
torney. If you cannot af-
ford to hire an attorney, 
one can be appointed by 
the Court. This matter is 
set for hearing on Febru-
ary 5, 2026 at 1:30 p.m. 
before Judge Skelton at 
the Etowah County Ju-
dicial Building, 801 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden, 
Alabama, 35901. 

Dated this the 5th day of 
December 2025, 

Cassandra Johnson,
DISTRICT/JUVENILE 
COURT CLERK 

ANDREW PERKINS 
Attorney for the Petition-
ers 
Perkins Law Firm 
755 Walnut Street 
Gadsden, AL 35901 

December 12, 19, 26, 
2025 and January 2, 
2026

______________
NOTICE OF

 PETITION FOR 
TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS 

IN THE JUVENILE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 
IN RE THE MATTER OF 
A.J.C. AND A.G.C. MI-
NOR CHILDREN 

TO: Harley Buice and 
Kenyatti Coleman 

You are hereby given 
notice that a petition 
has been filed by the 
Etowah County De-
partment of Human 
Resources requesting 
that your parental rights 
be terminated to A.J.C, 
born 02-17-2023, A.G.C. 
born 02-17-2023, You 
are hereby given notice 
that you are required 
to file an Answer with 
the Clerk of the Juve-
nile Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama and 
with the Petitioner’s at-
torney, Sheri W. Stall-
ings, Assistant Attorney 
General, STATE OF 
ALABAMA DEPT. OF 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
220 West Main St., with-
in fourteen (14) days of 
the date of the last pub-
lication of this notice or 
a default judgment can 
be entered against you. 
A parent has the right to 
representation of an at-
torney in a dependency 
or a termination of pa-
rental rights trial, and, if 
indigent, the Court may 
appoint an attorney if 
requested. Should the 
parent desire a court- 
appointed attorney, 
application should be 
made immediately upon 
receipt of notice of the 
action, by contacting 
the Clerk of the Juvenile 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama on or before 
the 1st day of January, 
2026. 

CASSANDRA JOHN-
SON 
Circuit Clerk Etowah 
County, Alabama 

Attorney for Petitioner: 
Sheri W. Stallings 

Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral 
Etowah County Depart-
ment of Human Re-
sources 
220 West Main St. 
Centre, Alabama 35960 

December 12, 19, 26, 
2025 and January 2, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE TO DIANA 
WHEELER-MEANS 

OF COMPLAINT FOR 
DIVORCE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CHARLES LEE MEANS, 
PLAINTIFF,

Case No.: DR-2025-
900277		
	
vs.		       
DIANA WHEEL-
ER-MEANS, DEFEN-
DANT.

Diana Wheeler-Means, 
who is named as the 
Defendant in the above-
styled case and whose 
whereabouts are un-
known, must answer the 
Plaintiff’s Complaint for 
Divorce that has been 
filed in this case.  You 
must answer the Com-
plaint within thirty (30) 
days of the completion 
of the publication or 
thereafter a default judg-
ment for divorce and 
other relief may be ren-
dered against you.  

Done the 10th day of 
December, 2025.

/s/ GEORGE C. DAY, 
JR.
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Knowles & Sullivan, LLC
413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
256-547-7200

December 12, 19, 26, 
2025 and January 2, 
2026

___________
PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF GADSDEN, 
AL

CITY OF GADSDEN’S 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT 

NOTICE OF CLOSE-
OUT OF COMMUNI-
TY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT CARES 
ACT (CDBG-CV) 
FUNDS FROM THE AL-
ABAMA DEPARTMENT 
OF ECONOMIC AND 
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
(ADE-CA) AND DATE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given 
that the City of Gads-
den’s Community Devel-
opment Department will 
closeout the grant award 
of Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Cares 
Act (CDBG-CV) funds 
awarded by the Alabama 
Department of Econom-
ic and Community Af-
fairs (ADECA). The City 
will hold a Public Hear-
ing held at 10:00A.M. 
on Monday, December 
22, 2025 at the City of 
Gadsden, 90 Broad 
Street, Gadsden, AL 
35901.

The City of Gadsden, Al-
abama on behalf of the 
non-entitlement munic-
ipalities and unincorpo-
rated communities locat-
ed within Etowah County 
received an allocation of 
$400,000.00 from ADE-
CA through their funding 
from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development Com-
munity Development 
Block Grant CARES 
Act Grant to demolish 
the existing structure 
and reconstruct a facil-
ity to provide meals for 
seniors and low income 
youth at the Elliott Com-
munity Center located 
at 2829 West Meighan 
Blvd. Provided funds 
were used to provide 
rental assistance, utility 
assistance, food assis-
tance and grant admin-
istration to prevent, pre-
pare for and respond to 
the impacts of COVID19 
in the City of Gadsden. 

As required, the CD-
BG-CV Closeout Notice 
and supporting docu-
mentation will be avail-
able for a 30-day public 
comment period begin-
ning Friday, December 
12, 2025  through 
Tuesday, January 13, 
2026. The Notice will be 
available on the City’s 
website at: https://www.
cityofgadsden.com/160/
Community-Develop-
ment.  Hard copies of 
the document can also 
be reviewed from during 
the 30-day public com-
ment period at the City 
of Gadsden’s Communi-
ty Development Depart-
ment at 90 Broad Street, 
Gadsden, AL 35901.  
Those who may wish to 
provide comments on 
the CDBG-CV Closeout 
Notice may email the 
City’s Community De-
velopment Department 
at areaves@cityofgads-
den.com or send written 

correspondence to the 
City of Gadsden’s Com-
munity Development 
Department at the ad-
dress above until Mon-
day, January 12, 2026.

No displacement will 
occur as a result of the 
activities described 
herein. Should displace-
ment occur, the City of 
Gadsden implements 
the provisions as re-
quired by CFR 570.606 
(Residential Anti-Dis-
placement and Reloca-
tion Assistance). The 
City of Gadsden does 
not discriminate on the 
basis of disability in the 
admission of, access to, 
or treatment of, or em-
ployment, the programs 
and activities described 
herein. An interpreter is 
available upon request 
to assist persons with 
limited English proficien-
cy. Any requests for rea-
sonable accommodation 
required by an individ-
ual to fully participate 
in any open meetings, 
programs, or activities 
of the City of Gadsden’s 
CDBG Office at 256-
549-4532 or via email 
at areaves@cityofgads-
den.com.

December 12, 2025
____________

AVISO PÚBLICO
CIUDAD DE 

GADSDEN, AL

DEPARTAMENTO DE 
DESARROLLO COMU-
NITARIO DE LA CIU-
DAD DE GADSDEN
AVISO DE CIERRE 
DE LOS FONDOS DE 
LA SUBVENCIÓN EN 
BLOQUE PARA EL 
DESARROLLO COMU-
NITARIO DE LA LEY 
CARES (CDBG-CV) 
DEL DEPARTAMEN-
TO DE ASUNTOS 
ECONÓMICOS Y CO-
MUNITARIOS DE AL-
ABAMA (ADECA) Y 
FECHA DE LA AUDI-
ENCIA PÚBLICA

Se notifica que el De-
partamento de Desar-
rollo Comunitario de 
la Ciudad de Gadsden 
cerrará la adjudicación 
de los fondos de la Sub-
vención Global para el 
Desarrollo Comunitario 
(CDBG-CV) de la Ley 
CARES (CDBG-CV) 
otorgados por el De-
partamento de Asuntos 
Económicos y Comu-
nitarios de Alabama 
(ADECA). La Ciudad 
celebrará una Audien-
cia Pública a las 10:00 
a. m. del lunes 22 de 
diciembre de 2025 en la 
Ciudad de Gadsden, 90 
Broad Street, Gadsden, 
AL 35901.
La ciudad de Gadsden, 
Alabama, en nombre 
de los municipios sin 
derecho y las comuni-
dades no incorporadas 
ubicadas dentro del 
condado de Etowah, re-
cibió una asignación de 
$400,000.00 de ADECA 
a través de su financia-
ción del Departamento 
de Vivienda y Desarrollo 
Urbano de los EE. UU. 
Subvención en bloque 
para el desarrollo comu-
nitario de la Ley CARES 
para demoler la estruc-
tura existente y recon-
struir una instalación 
para proporcionar comi-
das a personas mayores 
y jóvenes de bajos in-
gresos en el Centro Co-
munitario Elliott ubicado 
en 2829 West Meighan 
Blvd. Los fondos propor-
cionados se utilizaron 
para proporcionar asis-
tencia para el alquiler, 
asistencia con los servi-
cios públicos, asistencia 
alimentaria y adminis-
tración de subvenciones 
para prevenir, prepa-
rarse y responder a los 
impactos de COVID19 
en la ciudad de Gads-
den.
Según lo requerido, 
el Aviso de Cierre del 
CDBG-CV y la docu-
mentación de respaldo 
estarán disponibles du-
rante un período de 30 
días para comentarios 
públicos, desde el Vi-
ernes 12 de diciembre 
de 2025 hasta el martes 
13 de enero de 2026. El 
Aviso estará disponible 
en el sitio web de la Ci-
udad: https://www.cityof-
gadsden.com/160/Com-
munity-Development. 
También se pueden con-
sultar copias impresas 
del documento durante 
el período de 30 días 
para comentarios públi-
cos en el Departamento 
de Desarrollo Comuni-
tario de la Ciudad de 
Gadsden, ubicado en 90 
Broad Street, Gadsden, 
AL 35901. Quienes de-
seen hacer comentarios 
sobre el Aviso de Cierre 
del CDBG-CV pueden 
enviar un correo elec-
trónico al Departamento 
de Desarrollo Comu-
nitario de la Ciudad a 
areaves@cityofgads-
den.com o enviar corre-
spondencia por escrito 
al Departamento de De-
sarrollo Comunitario de 
la Ciudad de Gadsden a 
la dirección antes men-
cionada hasta el lunes 
12 de enero de 2026.
No se producirá despla-
zamiento alguno como 

resultado de las activi-
dades descritas en es-
te documento. En caso 
de desplazamiento, la 
Ciudad de Gadsden im-
plementará las disposi-
ciones del CFR 570.606 
(Asistencia Residencial 
Antidesplazamiento y 
Reubicación). La Ciudad 
de Gadsden no discrimi-
na por motivos de disca-
pacidad en la admisión, 
el acceso, el tratamiento 
ni el empleo en los pro-
gramas y actividades 
descritos en este doc-
umento. Hay un intér-
prete disponible, previa 
solicitud, para ayudar 
a las personas con do-
minio limitado del inglés. 
Cualquier solicitud de 
adaptación razonable 
que necesite una perso-
na para participar plena-
mente en las reuniones, 
programas o actividades 
abiertas de la Oficina del 
CDBG de la Ciudad de 
Gadsden, puede comu-
nicarse al 256-549-4532 
o por correo electrónico 
a areaves@cityofgads-
den.com.

December 12, 2025
_____________

LEGAL 
ZONING NOTICE

At a regular meeting 
of the City Council of 
Gadsden to be held in 
the Council Chamber at 
City Hall, First Floor, 90 
Broad Street, Gadsden, 
Alabama on Tuesday, 
December 16, 2025, 
commencing at 10:00 
a.m., a public hearing 
will be held to consider 
the adoption of an ordi-
nance substantially as 
follows:
The Gadsden City 
Council will consider 
several amendments to 
the City’s Zoning Ordi-
nances to revise and up-
date specific provisions 
of the current Zoning Or-
dinances “ Chapter 130 
Zoning” including: 
Zoning Districts and Di-
mensional Standards 
Land Uses 
General Provisions 
Measurements and 
Word Uses 
Maps 
Chart of Permitted Uses
For more specific details 
regarding the proposed 
changes, please contact 
Tracci  Cordell, Zoning 
Admistrator at tcordell@
cityofgadsden.com or 
Call 256--549-4525.  A 
draft of the Maps and the 
Ordinance can be found 
at www.Cityofgadsden.
com/zoning. 

Iva Nelson
City Clerk

November 28, Decem-
ber  5, and 12 , 2025

____________
NOTIFICATION OF BID 

FOR THE 
CHALLENGER 

LEARNING CENTER 
OF NORTHEAST

 ALABAMA
 
Challenger Learning 
Center of Northeast Ala-
bama is soliciting sealed 
competitive bids for the 
landscape/irrigation in-
stallation project at the 
Challenger Learning 
Center of Northeast Ala-
bama, 1986 Challenger 
Way, Rainbow City, AL 
35906.
All sealed bids must be 
received by City Clerk 
of Rainbow City, no later 
than 10:00 a.m. on Jan-
uary 12, 2026. Bids re-
ceived after this time will 
not be considered.

BIDS will be awarded 
separately or as a whole 
for: 
1) landscape installation 
of cultivated area (Zone 
A), 
2) Irrigation system for 
cultivated area (Zone A), 
with options for 
3) rock wall at the build-
ing front elevation and 
planting bed at outer 
edge of the portico; color 
and design to match the 
building exterior, 
4) Mowed Turf/Natural-
ized Meadow, 5) Out-
door lighting for aesthet-
ics and safety.
 
A pre-bid meeting will be 
held on December 10, 
2025, at 10:30 a.m. at 
Rainbow City Hall, 3700 
Rainbow Drive, Rainbow 
City, Alabama. The land-
scape design and selec-
tion of planting materials 
will be discussed at the 
pre-bid meeting. Inter-
ested contractors are 
encouraged to attend 
to review project scope, 
ask questions, and tour 
the construction site.
 
Bid packets, specifica-
tions, and additional 
information may be ob-
tained from Dr. Farrah 
Hayes, fhayes@chal-
lengeral.org.
 
The Challenger Learn-
ing Center reserves the 
right to reject any or all 
bids or to waive any in-
formalities in the bidding 
process.

December 5, 12, and 19, 
2025

_____________
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS 

Sealed proposals, in 
duplicate, from Quali-
fied General Contrac-
tors will be received 
by The Etowah County 
Board of Education at 
the board office 401 
Broad Street, Gadsden, 
AL 35901 until 10:00am 
CST, Thursday, January 
8, 2026 for A Modular 
Office Building: at which 
time and place they will 
be publicly opened and 
read. A cashier’s check 
or bid bond payable to 
Etowah County Board of 
Education in an amount 
not less than five (5) per-
cent of the amount of the 
bid, but in no event more 
than $10,000, must ac-
company the bidder’s 
proposal. Performance 
and Payment Bonds 
and evidence of insur-
ance required in the bid 
documents will be re-
quired at the signing of 
the Contract. Bid Docu-
ments may be examined 
at the office of B. Craig 
Lipscomb, Architect, 442 
Chestnut Street, Gads-
den, AL 35901 and ob-
tained from the Architect 
at cost of printing. Digital 
documents are available 
from the Architect at no 
cost.

A mandatory pre-bid 
conference shall be 
held on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 6, 2026 at 10am 
CST at Etowah Coun-
ty Transportation, 701 
Gaines St. SW, Attalla, 
AL 35954.

All bidders bidding in 
amounts exceeding 
that established by the 
State Licensing Board 
for General Contractors 
must be licensed under 
the provisions of Title 
34, Chapter 8, Code 
of Alabama, 1975, and 
must show evidence of 
license before bidding or 
bid will not be received 
or considered by the Ar-
chitect ; the bidder shall 
show such evidence by 
clearly displaying his 
or her current license 
number on the outside 
of the sealed envelope 
in which the proposal is 
delivered. The Owner 
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all proposals 
and to waive technical 
errors if, in the Owner’s 
judgement, the best in-
terests of the Owner will 
thereby be promoted.
Etowah County Board 
of Education (Awarding 
Authority)
B. Craig Lipscomb, Ar-
chitect, 256-390-5657, 
craig@bclarch.com (Ar-
chitect)

December 12, 19, and 
26, 2025

 _____________
ORDINANCE 
NO. O-30-25

Amending City Code 
Chapter 42 – EMER-
GENCY SERVICES
ARTICLE II. – ALARM 
SYSTEMS

NOW THEREFORE, BE 
IT ORDAINED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA, as follows:
Section 1.	
Chapter 42 Article II of 
the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Gadsden is 
amended to read as fol-
lows:

ARTICLE II. BUR-
GLARY ALARM SYS-
TEMS

DIVISION 1. GENER-
ALLY
 
Sec. 42-31. Definitions.
The following words, 
terms and phrases, 
when used in this article, 
shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this 
section, except where 
the context clearly indi-
cates a different mean-
ing: 

Burglary alarm system 
means an electronic 
system designed to de-
tect and alert of an un-
authorized entry or in-
trusion requiring urgent 
attention. These sys-
tems may also be known 
as Robbery Alarms, In-
trusion Alarms, Security 
Alarms, and/or Motion 
Alarms. 

Alarm user means the 
person who owns, leas-
es or controls any build-
ing, structure, or facility 
wherein an alarm is in-
stalled and maintained. 

Audible alarm means 
any alarm which, when 
activated, generates a 
sound in a place open to 
the public or which is au-
dible beyond the premis-
es in which it is installed. 

Communications center 
means the facility used 
by the city to receive 
emergency and gener-
al information from the 
public to be dispatched 
to the respective emer-
gency units and other 
departments utilizing the 
city’s communications 
system. 

False alarm means any 
activation of an alarm 

system reasonably de-
signed to require a re-
sponse by emergency 
units of the city, except 
an alarm resulting from 
one of the following 
causes: 
(1)	 Criminal activi-
ty or unauthorized entry. 
(2)	 Fire. 
(3)	 E a r t h q u a k e 
causing structural dam-
age. 
(4)	 High winds 
causing structural dam-
age. 
(5)	 Flooding of 
protected premises. 
(6)	 L i g h t n i n g 
causing physical dam-
age to the protected 
premises. 
(7)	 Maintenance 
of alarm devices, pro-
vided that the city com-
munications center is 
first notified before any 
testing or maintenance 
work. 
(8)	 U n f o r e s e e n 
power failure, which is 
part of a widespread 
power outage. 

Sec. 42-32. Notice of 
alarm regulations.
A current copy of the 
alarm regulations es-
tablished in this article 
will be provided to the 
alarm user each time an 
alarm permit is issued. 
The alarm user must 
sign for the copy of the 
regulations. Every alarm 
installation or monitoring 
company that is licensed 
to do business in the city 
will be sent a copy of the 
regulations, by personal 
delivery, email, or by first 
class mail, whenever 
this article is amended. 
A current copy of the 
regulations will be post-
ed on the police depart-
ment’s Internet website. 

Sec. 42-33. Service 
charge and revocation of 
permit for repeated false 
alarms.
(a)	 S e r v i c e 
charge. If an alarm gen-
erates repeated false 
alarms, the alarm user 
shall pay to the city a ser-
vice charge of $100.00 
for the sixth false alarm 
in a 12-month period 
and $25.00 for each 
false alarm thereaf-
ter during the same 
12-month period. False 
alarms occurring during 
the first 30 days after an 
alarm is installed shall 
not be counted for the 
purposes of this section. 
The service charge shall 
be due by the tenth day 
of the month following 
written notice of the as-
sessment. All service 
charges will be doubled 
after the 12th false alarm 
received in a 12-month 
period. 
(b)	 Revocation of 
permit.
(1)	 If an alarm 
generates more than 
12 false alarms within 
a 12-month period, not 
counting those occurring 
within 30 days of its in-
stallation, or if the police 
department is unable to 
obtain assistance in se-
curing the premises fol-
lowing a response to the 
alarm, or if there is any 
other violation of this 
article, then the chief of 
the police department 
may revoke the permit 
for that system. 
(2)	 Any alarm 
system that generates 
24 false alarms within 
a three-year period will 
have its permit revoked. 
If the permit is revoked 
on this basis, the alarm 
system must be disabled 
from activation (includ-
ing audible alarms) or 
notifying any outside 
company or the police 
department. Any alarm 
user whose permit is 
revoked under this pro-
vision may not apply for 
another alarm permit or 
install an alarm system 
for a period of one year. 
(3)	 If a permit is 
revoked, for any reason, 
the following must occur 
before the revocation 
will be lifted: 
a.	Every person that 
occupies or uses the 
premises and may have 
occasion to use the 
alarm system must be 
instructed and trained 
by the company that in-
stalled the alarm system 
regarding its proper use 
and operation and the 
penalties for noncompli-
ance. The alarm installer 
must certify in writing to 
the alarm user and the 
police department that 
this training has been 
provided to the named 
individuals. 
b.	Any new employee of 
an alarm installer must 
be certified as being 
licensed by the state 
electronic security board 
of licensure and as hav-
ing received at least four 
hours of in-house train-
ing in the proper use and 
operation of the system 
and the penalties for 
noncompliance before 
being allowed to work. 
The alarm installer will 
provide a copy of this 
certification to the police 
department within five 
days of completion.
(c)	 Written notice 
of assessment or re-
vocation. The chief of 
the police department, 

or his designee, shall 
send written notice of 
an assessment or per-
mit revocation under this 
section by certified mail 
or email to the alarm 
user and the alarm com-
pany, if any, responsible 
for monitoring the alarm 
system. The notice shall 
set out the consequenc-
es of the assessment 
or revocation and the 
method of appealing it
(d)	 Effect of re-
vocation of permit. If a 
permit for an intercon-
nected alarm system is 
revoked, the system’s 
connection to the com-
munications center shall 
be terminated. If the per-
mit for a reported alarm 
system is revoked, then 
the alarm user shall 
promptly disconnect or 
disable the system. No 
emergency service shall 
be provided by the city 
solely in response to ac-
tivation of the alarm sys-
tem, though emergency 
service will be provided 
to the premises on the 
same basis as it is pro-
vided to other locations 
without alarm systems.
(e)	 H o s p i t a l s , 
nursing homes, senior 
citizen facilities and 
schools. Notwithstand-
ing any provisions of 
this article, no hospital, 
nursing home, multiunit 
senior citizen housing 
facility, jail, school (both 
primary and second-
ary) or child care facili-
ty licensed by the state 
department of human 
resources and caring 
for more than five chil-
dren shall be subject 
to permit revocation or 
termination of alarm re-
sponse service. No ser-
vice charges will be ap-
plied until the sixth false 
alarm in a 12-month pe-
riod, and then charges 
shall be at the rate of 
$25.00 per occurrence. 
However, the chief of 
the department affected 
by repeated false alarms 
from such a facility may 
order that the service 
charge be doubled for 
false alarms after the 
tenth false alarm in a 
12-month period, not in-
cluding those during the 
first 30 days after instal-
lation of the alarm. This 
section does not apply 
to postsecondary edu-
cational facilities, both 
publicly and privately 
owned and/or funded. 
(f)	Appeal of assessment 
or revocation.
(1)	 Appeal to chief 
of police department. 
Within 14 days of the 
receipt of written notice 
of an assessment or 
permit revocation under 
this section, the alarm 
user may apply in writ-
ing to the police chief for 
reconsideration of the 
assessment or revoca-
tion. The chief, for good 
cause shown, may de-
termine that the assess-
ment or revocation was 
made in error or may 
postpone or waive the 
assessment or revoca-
tion, and may condition 
such postponement or 
waiver on compliance 
with reasonable con-
ditions. The chief shall 
respond to the request 
for reconsideration 
within seven days after 
receiving it. If no time-
ly response is received 
from the chief, then the 
request shall be deemed 
denied. 
(2)	 Appeal to city 
council. Within 14 days 
after receiving the police 
chief’s decision or after 
the time for his ruling 
has expired, the alarm 
user may appeal the de-
cision to the city coun-
cil by notifying the city 
clerk in writing of such 
appeal. The city council 
shall conduct a hearing 
on the appeal within 
28 days and shall hear 
evidence presented by 
the appellant and by the 
police chief or his rep-
resentative. The council 
may affirm the decision 
of the chief or may enter 
any other decision which 
could have been entered 
by the chief. 

Sec. 42-34. Failure to 
pay service charge.
It shall be unlawful for 
an alarm user to fail to 
pay any service charge 
assessed in accordance 
with the provisions of 
this article. 
 
Sec. 42-35. Alarm to be 
disabled after permit re-
voked.
If a permit to operate 
an alarm system is re-
voked, it shall be unlaw-
ful for the alarm user to 
fail to disable the alarm 
or in some manner to 
assure that the activa-
tion of the alarm will not 
cause a sound audible 
to the public or generate 
a signal which will be 
received by or reported 
to the communication 
center. 

Sec. 42-36. Automatic 
dialing of city telephone 
numbers.
It shall be unlawful for 
any person to program 
an automatic dialing 
device to dial any tele-
phone number issued 
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to the city or to use or 
maintain a device pro-
grammed for the pur-
pose of reporting an 
alarm. It shall be un-
lawful for an alarm user 
to fail to disconnect or 
reprogram an automatic 
dialing device which is 
so programmed within 
12 hours after receipt of 
written notice from the 
city that the device is so 
programmed. This sec-
tion shall not apply to in-
terconnected fire alarms 
permitted by this article. 

Sec. 42-37. Audible 
alarms.
No person shall use or 
install an audible alarm 
system that is not auto-
matically silenced within 
ten minutes after being 
activated unless a new 
act or circumstance trig-
gers the sensor to acti-
vate. 

Secs. 42-38—42-60. 
Reserved.
 
DIVISION 2. PERMIT
 
Sec. 42-61. Required.
(a)	 No person 
shall install, maintain, 
or use an alarm system 
without first applying for 
and receiving an alarm 
system permit in accor-
dance with the provi-
sions of this article. 
(b)	 No person 
shall install an alarm 
system in any structure 
unless a current alarm 
permit is visible at the 
installation location and 
the customer has an in-
stallation consent form 
signed and dated by the 
police department. The 
consent form is valid for 
90 days. When that peri-
od expires, another con-
sent form must be ob-
tained before an alarm 
system can be installed. 
(1)	 Failure to 
comply with this section 
will result in a $100.00 
service charge per oc-
currence to the alarm 
installer. 
(2)	 Three viola-
tions of this section in 
a 12-month period is 
ground for the police 
chief to suspend the 
installer from installing 
any new alarm system 
in the city for a period 
of up to 30 days. The 
12-month period will be 
calculated from January 
1, if no previous viola-
tion has been recorded, 
or from the date of the 
oldest violation that has 
been recorded. 
(c)	 The alarm sys-
tem installer will notify 
the police department, in 
writing, of the date that 
the system is installed 
and the installation con-
sent form number, and 
verify that the system is 
in good working order. 

Sec. 42-62. Types of 
permits.
Alarm permits shall be 
issued only for reported 
alarm systems. A report-
ed alarm system is ac-
tivated by report to the 
communications center 
from an individual or a 
alarm monitoring com-
pany. No new permit will 
be issued for an inter-
connected alarm system 
after January 1, 2003. 
An interconnected alarm 
system is activated by a 
direct line to the commu-
nications center. 

Sec. 42-63. Application.
Application for a permit 
to install or use an alarm 
is made upon forms pre-
pared and made avail-
able by the police chief. 
The application is filed 
in the police department 
records office. The appli-
cation includes: 
(1)	 The full name, 
home address and tele-
phone number, business 
address (if the alarm 
is being installed in a 
place of business) and 
telephone number of the 
alarm user. 
(2)	 The address of 
the location at which the 
alarm is to be used.
(3)	 A description 
of the type of premises 
to be protected by the 
alarm. 
(4)	 The type of 
alarm to be used, the 
type of signal or impulse 
emitted when actuated, 
the manufacturer of the 
device, and other identi-
fying information as ap-
propriate.
(5)	 The name, 
address, and telephone 
number of the alarm in-
staller and, if different, of 
the company which will 
service or maintain the 
alarm. 
(6)	 The name, 
residence address and 
telephone number, and 
business address and 
telephone number, of 
at least two responsi-
ble adults who may be 
contacted by either the 
police department or the 
alarm company if the 
alarm is actuated and 
the alarm user cannot be 
located. These individu-
als must be able within 
15 minutes after being 
contacted, day or night, 
to contact the alarm us-
er, or, in the absence of 
the alarm user, secure 
the premises after the 

police investigation or 
other city response to 
an emergency is com-
pleted. At least one of 
these individuals must 
live in the city. If the 
alarm is monitored by an 
alarm company which 
has authority to and has 
contracted to secure the 
premises at any time 
that it becomes neces-
sary, then contact infor-
mation for that company 
will be sufficient in lieu of 
information on two indi-
viduals. 
(7)	 Such other rel-
evant information as the 
police chief may reason-
ably require. 
(8)	 The signature 
of the alarm user and 
the signature of the in-
dividual or agent of the 
company, if any, install-
ing the alarm. 
Sec. 42-64. Conditions.
(a)	 Premises in-
cluded. Each permit 
shall apply to no more 
than one closed circuit 
system serving no more 
than a single business 
(located at the same 
address) or property 
address. A duplex must 
have a separate alarm 
system for each side. 
(b)	 T r a n s f e r . 
Alarm permits are not 
transferable. Each ap-
plies only to the premis-
es for which it is grant-
ed and only so long as 
the person to whom it is 
granted remains in pos-
session of the premises. 
(c)	 Reduction or 
refund of fees. No fee 
shall be abated or re-
duced for a period of 
service interruption. No 
fees shall be refunded in 
the event of termination 
or disconnection of any 
alarm system for any 
reason. 
(d)	 Term. An alarm 
permit is valid for three 
years, being issued on 
a calendar year basis, 
beginning in January 1 
of the year of issuance. 

(e)	 Renewal. Ap-
plication for a renewal 
permit is made in the 
same manner as ap-
plication for the initial 
permit. Upon payment 
of the permit fee and re-
ceipt of the application 
form, the police depart-
ment shall issue renewal 
permits to all whose pri-
or permits have not been 
revoked or suspended. 
(f)	Notification of change 
in information. The 
alarm user shall notify 
the police department 
within three days, in writ-
ing, of any change in the 
information contained in 
the application form on 
record. Failure to notify 
the police department 
may result in suspension 
of the permit. 

Sec. 42-65. Fees.
(a)	 Interconnected 
alarms.
(1)	 C o n n e c t i o n 
fee. No new alarm may 
be directly connected 
to the communications 
center. Any alarm that is 
presently connected to 
the center may continue 
to do so until the con-
nection is terminated. 
(2)	 Annual fee. 
For each interconnected 
alarm system the annu-
al fee is $120.00. The 
fee is due on or before 
January 1 of each year. 
A notice that payment is 
due shall be sent by the 
police department each 
year. 
(b)	 R e p o r t e d 
alarms. For each re-
ported alarm system the 
fee is $15.00 for each 
three-year period. The 
fee shall not be prorated 
if the permit is issued at 
a time other than Janu-
ary 1. The permit shall 
be issued to the alarm 
user, even if the alarm 
is monitored by an alarm 
company. 

Sec. 42-66. Existing 
alarm systems.
Within 15 days of acquir-
ing premises protected 
by an existing alarm 
system, the new alarm 
user must obtain a per-
mit. Failure to obtain the 
required permit within 
this period will result in 
a $25.00 service charge 
penalty in addition to the 
permit fee. 

Secs. 42-67—42-90. 
Reserved.
Section 2.	 T h e 
section, subsections, 
paragraphs, sentences, 
clauses and phrases of 
this ordinance are sev-
erable.  If any section, 
subsection, paragraph, 
sentence, clause and 
phrase of this ordinance 
is declared unconsti-
tutional or invalid by 
a valid judgment of a 
court of competent juris-
diction, such judgment 
shall not affect the valid-
ity of any other section, 
subsection, paragraph, 
sentence, clause and 
phrase of this ordinance.  
The city council declares 
that it is its intent that it 
would have enacted this 
ordinance without such 
invalid or unconstitution-
al provisions.  
Section 3.	 T h e 
provisions of this ordi-
nance repeal any prior 

ordinance or provision of 
the Gadsden City Code 
to the extent of any con-
flict.
Section 4.  	 T h i s 
ordinance shall become 
effective upon publica-
tion. 

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
December 2, 2025.
          
Iva Nelson, 
City Clerk	

December 12, 2025	
	 _____________	

ORDINANCE
 NO. O-31-25

Amending City Code 
Chapter 50 – FIRE PRE-
VENTION AND PRO-
TECTION

NOW THEREFORE, BE 
IT ORDAINED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA, as follows:
	 Section 1.	
Chapter 50 of the Code 
of Ordinances of the City 
of Gadsden is amended 
by adding the following 
Article IV:
ARTICLE IV. – FIRE 
ALARM ORDINANCE
Sec. 50-65. - Purposes.
(a) The main purpose of 
this article is to reduce 
or eliminate the inci-
dents of false fire alarms 
in the City of Gadsden, 
Alabama. While alarm 
systems provide a vi-
tal service to residents, 
businesses and the en-
tire City of Gadsden, 
false fire alarms pose a 
safety hazard. They di-
vert municipal employ-
ees from useful duties, 
causing a waste of mu-
nicipal manpower and 
services.
(b) The purpose of this 
article is to encourage 
alarm users and alarm 
businesses (sales, in-
stallation, customer ser-
vice and/or monitoring) 
to properly maintain and 
operate alarm systems 
within the city by limiting 
unnecessary municipal 
department responses 
to false fire alarms.
(c) This article governs 
local alarm systems by 
providing for penalties 
for violation of this article 
along with enforcement 
procedures.

Sec. 50-66. – Defini-
tions.

The following words, 
terms and phrases, 
when used in this article, 
shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this 
section, except where 
the context clearly indi-
cates a different mean-
ing:

Calendar year means 
from January l to De-
cember 31 of the exist-
ing calendar year.

Contact person means 
that individual or individ-
uals that will be utilized 
as being responsible 
for contact to be made 
by the fire department 
when the need arises.

False alarm means any 
activation of an alarm 
system reasonably de-
signed to require a re-
sponse by emergency 
units of the city, except 
an alarm resulting from 
one of the following 
causes:

(1) Fire.
(2) Earthquake causing 
structural damage.
(3) High winds causing 
structural damage.
4) Flooding of protected 
premises.
(5) Lightning causing 
physical damage to the 
protected premises.
(6) Maintenance of 
alarm devices, provided 
that the city communica-
tions center is first noti-
fied
before any testing or 
maintenance work.
7) Unforeseen power 
failure, which is part of 
a widespread power out-
age.

Fire Alarm System 
means any mechanical, 
electrical or radiocon-
trolled device which is 
arranged, designed, 
or used to signal the 
occurrence in the City 
of Gadsden of a fire 
requiring urgent atten-
tion, and to which fire 
personnel are expected 
to respond. Fire alarm 
systems include those 
through which public 
safety personnel are 
notified directly of such 
signals through central 
monitoring stations or 
are notified indirectly 
by way of third persons 
who monitor the alarm 
systems and who report 
such signals to the fire 
department. Fire alarm 
systems also include 
those designed to reg-
ister a signal which is 
so audible, visible, or in 
other ways perceptible 
outside of a protected 
building, structure or fa-
cility as to notify persons 
in the neighborhood 
beyond the zoning lot 
where the signal is locat-
ed who in turn may no-
tify the fire department 

of the signal. The term 
does not include smoke 
detectors connected to 
an alarm system that is 
a part of a single-family 
or two-family structure.

Fire Alarm User means 
the individual, includ-
ing but not limited to, 
any person, firm, cor-
poration, partnership 
or any other entity who 
purchases, leases, con-
tracts for, or obtains a 
fire alarm system.

Fire Department means 
the Fire Department of 
the City of Gadsden, Al-
abama.

Fire Official means the 
Fire Chief, Fire Marshal, 
or any other employee of 
the fire department des-
ignated to enforce the 
provisions of this article.

Premises means any 
building or structure or 
portion thereof protected 
by a fire alarm system. 
In the case of two (2) or 
more buildings or struc-
tures or portions thereof 
on the same property 
under the same own-
ership protected by fire 
alarm systems that are 
not connected to a sin-
gle control system, each 
building or structure or 
portion thereof shall be 
deemed to be separate 
and distinct premises.

Required Fire Alarm 
System means any fire 
alarm system, which is 
required as a condition 
for occupancy:
(1) As required in the 
latest adopted edition 
of the International Fire 
Code, or 
(2) Any condition spec-
ified by the authori-
ty having jurisdiction, 
which is considered an 
alternative to 	 p r o -
vide a satisfactory level 
of life safety to a pre-ex-
isting nonconforming 
Life Safety Code issue.
State of Alabama Fire 
Marshal’s Permit means 
the form issued by the 
State of Alabama Fire 
Marshal to a fire alarm 
contractor upon appli-
cation being approved 
and fee paid. The permit 
shall 	 be issued in 
the name of the fire 
alarm contractor, with 
the name of the certif-
icate holder noted 	
thereon.

Sec. 50-67. – Liability of 
City

The city and any of its 
agents and employees 
shall have no liability or 
responsibility for the op-
eration or effectiveness 
of any fire alarm system 
and shall not be subject 
to any claims, demands 
or actions which may 
arise out of or in connec-
tion with the failure to re-
spond to any alarm.

Sec. 50-68. – Notice of 
Alarm Regulations.

A current copy of the 
alarm regulations estab-
lished in this article will 
be provided to the fire 
alarm user upon com-
pletion of installation. 
Every alarm installation 
company that is licensed 
to do business in the city 
will be sent a copy of the 
regulations, by personal 
delivery, by first class 
mail, or email, whenever 
this article is amended. 
A current copy of the 
regulations will be avail-
able on the City of Gads-
den’s website.

Sec. 50-69. – Prohibi-
tions.
(a) False fire alarms are 
expressly prohibited in 
the City of Gadsden, Al-
abama, pursuant to the 	
terms of this article.
 (b) No person shall in-
stall or operate an au-
dible fire alarm system 
which emits a sound 
which is 	similar to that 
of an emergency siren 
or civil defense warning 
system
 (c) Upon activation of a 
fire alarm system and a 
request for assistance by 
the fire department, no 	
fire alarm user or other 
person listed with the 
fire department shall fail 
or refuse to respond to 
the premises where the 
alarm occurred after be-
ing requested to do so 
by the City of Gadsden 
Dispatch or Fire Depart-
ment. Any failure to re-
spond to the premises 
within thirty (30) minutes 
after 	 requested to 
do so shall be deemed a 
failure to respond. Fail-
ure to respond shall be 
in violation of this article 
and shall subject the in-
dividual(s) responsible 
for responding to a fine 
in the amount of 	 fi f t y 
dollars ($50.00).
 (d) It shall be unlawful 
to install or maintain a 
fire alarm system that 
does not have an aux-
iliary power supply that 
activates in the event of 
a power failure or electri-
cal outage.

Sec. 50-70. – Permit/
Registration Required; 
Expiration; Fees.

(a) Every fire alarm in-
stallation company shall:
(1) Obtain an installa-
tion permit from the fire 
department for all fire 
alarm systems required 
by the Fire Code of the 
City of Gadsden.
 (2) Supply the fire de-
partment with evidence 
of a City of Gadsden 
business license.
(3) Supply the fire de-
partment with evidence 
of insurance in the com-
prehensive amount of 
five hundred thousand 
dollars ($500,000.00) 
per occurrence.
(4) Every required alarm 
system must have instal-
lation plans approved by 
the fire 
department per the re-
quirements of the adopt-
ed Fire Code of the City 
of Gadsden.
(5) Supply the fire de-
partment with evidence 
of a State of Alabama 
Fire 		
Marshal’s Permit.
Sec. 50-71. – Enforce-
ment. 
a) Whereas after the 
adoption of this ordi-
nance by the City Coun-
cil of the City of 	
Gadsden, the number 
of false alarms allowed 
at a fire alarms users 
location will be 	 e n -
forced by the Gadsden 
Fire Department.
 (b) Any alarms that are 
ruled as false alarms at 
any fire alarm user’s lo-
cation in excess of five
(5) within a calendar 
year will be in violation 
of this article.
there have been five 
false alarms at their lo-
cation and in the event 
that another false alarm 
occurs, punishment by 
non-criminal penalty will 
be as follows:

First Offense
$100.00

Second Offense
$200.00

Third Offense
$300.00

Fourth Offense
$400.00

Fifth Offense
$500.00

Each Offense Thereafter
$500.00

Sec. 50-72. – Grace Pe-
riod – New Installations.

The provisions of this 
article shall not apply 
to any new installation 
or modification of alarm 
systems for the first 30 
days following comple-
tion of the installation 
or system modification. 
Users installing a new 
system or making sub-
stantial modifications 
to an existing system 
shall be entitled to a 
grace period during 
which false alarms gen-
erated by such system 
shall be deemed non-
false alarms. The grace 
period shall cease 30 
days after installation or 
modification of an alarm 
system. Written notice 
of installation or modi-
fication must be mailed 
or emailed to the Gads-
den Fire Department, 
addressed to the Fire 
Marshal, concerning the 
date of installation and 
modification.

Sec. 50-73. – Appeal of 
Assessment. 

(1)	 Appeal to the 
Fire Official.
Within 14 days of the 
receipt of written no-
tice of an assessment 
under this section, the 
fire alarm 	 u s e r 
may apply in writing to 
the fire official for recon-
sideration of the assess-
ment. The fire official, 	
for good cause shown, 
may determine that the 
assessment was made 
in error or may postpone 
or 	 waive the as-
sessment, and may 
condition such post-
ponement or waiver on 
compliance with 	 r e a -
sonable conditions. The 
fire official shall respond 
to the request for recon-
sideration within seven 	
days after receiving it. 
If no timely response is 
received from the fire 
official, then the request 
shall 	 be deemed de-
nied. 
(2)	 Appeal to city 
council. 
Within 14 days after re-
ceiving the fire official’s 
decision or after the time 
for his/her ruling has 	
expired, the fire alarm 
user may appeal the de-
cision to the city coun-
cil by notifying the city 
clerk 	 in writing of 
such appeal. The city 
council shall conduct a 
hearing on the appeal 
within 28 days and 	
shall hear evidence pre-
sented by the appellant 
and by the appropriate 
fire official. The council 
may 	 affirm the deci-
sion of the fire official or 
may enter any other de-
cision which could have 
been 	 entered by the 
fire official.

Sec. 50-74. – Automat-

ic Dialing of City Tele-
phone Numbers. 

It shall be unlawful for 
any person to program 
an automatic dialing 
device to dial any tele-
phone number issued 
to the city or to use or 
maintain a device pro-
grammed for the pur-
pose of reporting an 
alarm. It shall be un-
lawful for an alarm user 
to fail to disconnect or 
reprogram an automatic 
dialing device which is 
so programmed within 
12 hours after receipt of 
written notice from the 
city that the device is so 
programmed.
Sec. 50-75. –
Conditions. 
(a)	 Premises in-
cluded.
Each potential violation 
will be based on fire 
alarm systems connect-
ed to a single control 
system. 	 If a property 
has multiple control sys-
tems, violations will be 
based on the individual 
control 	 systems.
(b)	 All fire alarm 
systems are to be in-
stalled, tested, main-
tained and inspected in 
accordance 	 w i t h 
the National Fire Pro-
tection Association stan-
dards currently adopted 
and the manufacturers 	
recommended instruc-
tions.
(c)	 The fire alarm 
user will ensure that any 
employee or agent that 
will be given the respon-
sibility of the operation 
of activating or deacti-
vating their alarm sys-
tem is properly trained 
to do so.
(d)	 The fire alarm 
user will provide a list 
of at least three people 
that can serve as con-
tact people. The contact 
person will be respon-
sible for responding to 
the alarm location if the 
need arises. However, 
businesses which em-
ploy less than three per-
sons are only required to 
provide contact numbers 
for the actual number of 
employees
(e)	 The fire de-
partment will maintain a 
record of all fire alarms 
and the nature of the 
alarms.
Sec. 50-76. – Existing 
Fire Alarm Systems.
(a)	 Any existing 
fire alarm system which 
requires updating or 
modification following 
the date 	of the passage 
of this article, shall be 
required to:
(1)	 Be installed 
in accordance with the 
standards currently ad-
opted as the Fire Code 	
of the City of Gadsden.
(b)	 Any alarm sys-
tem with a zone display 
panel must have a dia-
gram posted near alarm 
panel 	 describing lo-
cation of zones.
(c)	 Any existing 
fire alarm system.
(1)	  The fire alarm 
user, within 90 days of 
passage of this ordi-
nance, shall install on 	
the outside of the prem-
ises a lock box which 
has been approved by 
the fire official. This box 
must contain the keys 
to the premises and the 
alarm system. If the fire 
department 
responds to an alarm; 
then the fire department 
will notify the contact 
person and advise him/
her of entry and require 
a response by that con-
tact person to the prem-
ises.
Section 2.	
The section, subsec-
tions, paragraphs, sen-
tences, clauses and 
phrases of this ordi-
nance are severable.  If 
any section, subsection, 
paragraph, sentence, 
clause and phrase of 
this ordinance is de-
clared unconstitutional 
or invalid by a valid judg-
ment of a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, such 
judgment shall not affect 
the validity of any oth-
er section, subsection, 
paragraph, sentence, 
clause and phrase of 
this ordinance.  The city 
council declares that it 
is its intent that it would 
have enacted this ordi-
nance without such in-
valid or unconstitutional 
provisions.  

Section 3.	 T h e 
provisions of this ordi-
nance repeal any prior 
ordinance or provision of 
the Gadsden City Code 
to the extent of any con-
flict.

Section 4.  	 T h i s 
ordinance shall become 
effective upon publica-
tion. 

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
December 2, 2025.  
        
Iva Nelson, 
City Clerk	

December 12, 2025	
	  ____________

NOTICE OF
 PUBLIC AUCTION

 OF 
ABANDONED 

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE 
that the Kelton Wrecker 
LLC will offer for sale 
at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash 
the following abandoned 
motor vehicles:

2008 NISSAN XTERRA 
X
VIN: 
5N1AN08U28C524267

2002 BUICK LESABRE
VIN: 
1G4HP54K32U214527

2011 FORD FUSION SE
VIN:
3FAHP0HA9BR180082 

The public auction will 
be held at Kelton Wreck-
er LLC located at 1625 
Forrest Ave Gadsden 
AL 35901 at 8:00 AM 
on 01/24/2026. The 
seller shall have a right 
to reject any bid that is 
unreasonably low and 
may postpone the pub-
lic auction until another 
time and place. In addi-
tion, the seller express-
ly reserves the right to 
bid and purchase at the 
public auction.

December 12 and 19, 
2025

____________
NOTICE OF

 PUBLIC AUCTION
 OF 

ABANDONED
 VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE 
that Matt’s Towing will 
offer for sale at public 
auction to the highest 
bidder for cash the fol-
lowing abandoned mo-
tor vehicle 2014 Ford 
Fusion Vin # 3FA6P0H-
D7ER301987 The pub-
lic auction will be held 
at Matt’s Towing 927 B 
5th Ave NE Attalla AL 
35954 at 10:00am on 
1/19/2026.  The Seller 
shall have a right to re-
ject any bid that is unrea-
sonably low. The seller 
expressly reserves the 
right to bid and purchase 
at the public auction.

December 12 and 19, 
2025

_____________
NOTICE OF VEHICLE 

POSSESSION
 
Notice is hereby given 
that the undersigned 
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following 
described abandoned 
vehicle(s) on 2/02/2026 
at 8:00 am

2002 Yama Motorcycle 
VIN:
 JYAVM01E32A038738

Tommy Tows
3403 Forrest Avenue
Gadsden, AL. 35904
(256) 490-3715

December 12 and 19, 
2025

_____________
NOTICE OF VEHICLE 

POSSESSION
 
Notice is hereby given 
that the undersigned 
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following 
described abandoned 
vehicle(s) on 2/06/2026. 

2018 Subaru Crosstrek  
VIN:  
JF2GTADC2JH252627

2003 Honda Accord  
VIN:  
1HGCM56303A051627

1981 Honda 900CC  
VIN:  
JH2SC0400BC101798

2020 Ford Fusion  
VIN:  
3FA6P0CD1LR130111

2007 Infiniti G35  
VIN:  
JNKBV61E77M712059

2000 Dodge Dakota  
VIN:  
1B7GL22X2YS798769

2002 Pontiac Grand Prix  
VIN:  
1G2WP52K22F118993

2003 Buick Lesabre  
VIN:  
1G4HP52KX3U174757

2002 Chevrolet Tahoe  
VIN:
1GNEK13Z42R236902

2008 Chevrolet Colora-
do  
VIN:  
1GCDT249088193843

Thacker Towing 
927 5th Avenue NE
Attalla, AL 35954
(256) 504-1605

December 12 and 19, 
2025
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CLACLASSIFIEDS
___________

SERVICES

SELLING a RV, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 

STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 

readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 

Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspaper 

(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 

easy it is to advertise 
statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty & 

profes-sional installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-770-0326

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-

RATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major 

damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! If you have water 
in your home that needs 

to be dried, Call 24/7:  
1-833-879-1371 Have zip 
code of service location 

ready when you call! 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 

fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 

paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 

Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 

contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 

plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 

just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-

358-5270
____________

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 

That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 

Concentrators. FREE 
infor-mation kit. Call 

1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-

er alternative to high 
drug-store prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 

1-833-641-6606
_____________

FOR SALE

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and 
bonus gifts) for ONLY 

$79.99 (plus s/h.) Save 
$160! 12 new wine se-

lections plus a FREE $25 
Omaha Steaks E-reward 
card every three months. 
Cancel anytime. 100% 
guarantee! Call 1-888-
536-6102 and mention 
code AGJF002 or vis-it 
www.GetOSWine.com/

sip364

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 

100% guaranteed and 
de-livered to your door! 
Our Butcher’s Deluxe 
Package comes with 8 
FREE Oma-ha Steaks 
Smash Burgers ONLY 

$89.99.  Call 1-866-487-
1716 and mention code 
79797NYH or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/De-

luxe2828

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 

overpaying for your ser-
vice, call now for a free 

quote and see how much 
you can save! 1-833-641-

6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 

LeafFilter is the most ad-
vanced gutter protection 
for your home, backed by 
a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-833-
683-2005 to schedule a 

FREE in-spection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors and 
military save an additional 
10%. Restrictions apply, 
see representative for 

warranty and offer details

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 

Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty 

with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 

today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 

Kit with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-

bama #6258

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-833-955-

3163
_____________
AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 

Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help 

veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and re-

ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-724-3049 

today!

1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden AL
256-413-7611

cfordinsurance.com

1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden AL
256-413-7611

cfordinsurance.com

1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden AL
256-413-7611

cfordinsurance.com

$ 279,900

SALE BY OWNER

2 0 0  L A K E W O O D  C O U R T
G A D S D E N
B E H I N D  P R U I T T ’ S  B B Q

C O N T A C T  U S :

3  B E D R O O M S

2  F U L L  B A T H R O O M S

N E W LY  R E N O V A T E D  I N S I D E  A N D  O U T

A P P R O X .  2 3 0 0  S Q U A R E  F O O T  

C O R N E R  L O T  W I T H  G A R A G E

for

256-390-3692

Clubview Townhouse
Gadsden State Community College 
will now be selling all Surplus items

on Govdeals.com.  
Anyone interested in purchasing 

can go to
 Govdeals.com, 

register as a bidder, type in 
Gadsden State Community College
 in the search engine and view all 

the items we have for sale. 
All items are sold As is. 

SURPLUS  ITEMS 

12-12-2025 Legals .indd   712-12-2025 Legals .indd   7 12/11/25   10:55 AM12/11/25   10:55 AM


	GM-121225-A01
	GM-121225-A02
	GM-121225-A03
	GM-121225-A04
	GM-121225-A05
	GM-121225-A06
	GM-121225-A07
	GM-121225-A08
	GM-121225-B01
	GM-121225-B02
	GM-121225-B03
	GM-121225-B04
	GM-121225-B05
	GM-121225-B06
	GM-121225-B07
	GM-121225-B08

