
By Kaitlin Hoskins
News Editor

Parts of Alabama could 
see strong to severe thun-
derstorms Friday, Jan. 9, as 
a slow-moving cold front 
brings widespread rain and 
unsettled weather to the 
state, according to forecast-
ers.

Rain and storms are fore-
cast for Friday, with the 
heaviest rainfall expected 
across North and Central 
Alabama. Forecasters say 
a slow-moving boundary 
could produce 2 to 4 inches 
of rain in those areas, rais-
ing the potential for local-
ized flooding. Rain totals 
are expected to be lighter 
across southern Alabama, 

generally under one inch.
The National Weather 

Service has issued a flood 
watch for Etowah County 
effective Thursday, Jan. 
8, through 12 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 10. Periods of 
heavy rainfall during this 
time could lead to local-
ized flooding, especially in 
low-lying and flood-prone 
areas.

The Storm Prediction 
Center has placed parts of 
northwest and west-central 
Alabama under a slight risk 
(Level 2 of 5) for severe 
thunderstorms Friday after-
noon through Friday night. 
A marginal risk (Level 1 of 
5) extends eastward into 
central and eastern por-
tions of the state, including 

Etowah County and areas 
near the Alabama-Georgia 
line.

The severe weather 
threat is considered condi-
tional, as forecast models 
show limited surface-based 
instability. If instability 
is greater than expected, 
some storms could produce 
damaging wind gusts of 
up to 60 mph. A brief, iso-
lated tornado and quarter-
size hail are also possible. 
Heavy rainfall and local-
ized flash flooding remain 
the primary concerns.

Rain is expected to taper 
off early Saturday in North 
Alabama and end statewide 
by Saturday afternoon. 
Cooler air will follow the 
front, with temperatures 

falling through the 50s 
Saturday in northern coun-
ties. Sunday is expected to 
be sunny and cooler, with 
highs in the 40s and 50s. A 
widespread freeze is pos-
sible by Monday morning.

The Etowah County 
Emergency Management 
Agency said it is monitor-
ing the situation and will 
provide updates as condi-
tions change. Residents 
are encouraged to stay 
informed through official 
National Weather Service 
forecasts at weather.gov/
bmx.

Looking ahead, weather 
conditions are expected to 
remain quiet next week, 
with seasonable tempera-
tures. Highs will generally 

be in the 40s and 50s, with 
lows in the 20s and 30s. 

Only a low chance of light 
rain is expected midweek.
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Strong storms and flooding possible Friday

Lantern Festival coming to Noccalula Falls Park
A memorable new experience is com-

ing to Gadsden’s Noccalula Falls: a Spring 
Lantern Festival featuring art, culture and 
entertainment throughout the park from 
Feb. 13 to April 5, 2026.

“We’re always looking for exciting 
events to bring to Gadsden,” said Gadsden 
Mayor Craig Ford. “Between Christmas at 
the Falls and the busy summer season, we 
had an opportunity to do something new, 
and this Spring Lantern Festival is a per-
fect fit. It will be a fun event for families 
to enjoy!”

The City and Noccalula Falls Park are 
partnering with Kaleido Entertainment 
to present the Spring Lantern Festival on 
weekends in the coming months.

Visitors will be able to stroll through 
hundreds of stunning lanterns illuminated 
with vibrant LED lights. The lanterns are 

traditionally hand-crafted by artisans from 
small pieces of Chinese silk cloth and steel 
wire.

Some pieces depict Chinese legends and 
lore, while others celebrate the beauty of 
nature.

Admission also includes a live show of 
world-class acrobatic performances as well 
as train rides around the park. Food and 
drink vendors will also be on hand.

“Our staff does an incredible job with 
Christmas at the Falls, and we’re looking 
forward to working with Kaleido Enter-
tainment to bring a unique and unforget-
table kind of experience to the park,” said 
Noccalula Falls Park director Brandon Ste-
phens.

Tickets are available at cityofgadsden.
com.

Submitted by Michael Rodgers.

Pajama Day raises more than $30,000 for SHP
By Karla McArthur

Correspondent

The seventh annual Pajama 
Day fundraiser raised $30,496.37 
for Sleep in Heavenly Peace, 
continuing a growing tradition 
of generosity among students, 
schools and community partners 
across the region.

Peer Helpers programs 
throughout the Etowah County 
School System participate in the 
initiative each year as part of Giv-
ing Tuesday activities held at the 

beginning of December. Students 
are invited to make a small dona-
tion in exchange for wearing pa-
jamas to school, with all proceeds 
benefiting Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to ensuring children 
and families have a safe and com-
fortable place to sleep.

Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a 
501(c)(3) organization that builds 
and delivers beds to children in 
need. The organization began 
in a garage during an especially 
cold Christmas season, when 

volunteers built a single bed for 
one family. That small act of ser-
vice quickly grew into a national 
movement, now consisting of 
more than 325 chapters across the 
United States.

The Gadsden chapter of Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace serves Etowah, 
Cherokee, Clay, Talladega, Cle-
burne and Calhoun counties. The 
chapter is led by President Tom-
my Goodman and Co-President 
Paul Moore, along with a network 
of volunteers who help build and 
deliver beds throughout the year.

With the addition of this year’s 
Pajama Day proceeds, the fun-
draiser has generated a seven-
year grand total of $183,101.45. 
The initiative has seen consistent 
growth since its inception, with 
donations increasing each year. 
What began with $8,000 raised 
in 2019 has expanded to more 
than $30,000 in 2025, reflecting 
strong and sustained community 
support.

Students and staff within the 
Etowah County School System 
raised approximately $12,000 of 

this year’s total. An additional 
$16,429 was contributed by other 
school systems, churches and 
participating businesses across 
the state, highlighting the broader 
reach and impact of the annual 
event.

Organizers say the continued 
success of Pajama Day under-
scores the power of small contri-
butions coming together to make 
a meaningful difference, helping 
ensure that more children in the 
region can sleep safely and com-
fortably in their own beds.

Gadsden approves first zoning revision in 40 years
The City of Gadsden has adopted its 

first new zoning ordinance since 1982 — 
a planning update that will benefit the city 
for years to come.

“One of the first major projects my ad-
ministration undertook was the develop-
ment of the GROW Gadsden master plan,” 
said Mayor Craig Ford. “Gadsden hadn’t 
had an updated master plan in more than 45 

years, and we needed to reassess the city’s 
long-term development plans.”

Over the course of more than a year, 
Gadsden held community meetings to 
gather input about what citizens consider 
important for the future.

“As soon as the GROW Gadsden plan 
was approved in 2024, we started working 
on revised zoning to give us some updated 

guidelines for development,” Ford said. 
“Here we are 18 months later, and I’m ex-
cited that it’s been approved.”

The City partnered with Kendig Keast 
Collaborative, a nationally recognized ur-
ban planning consultant, to work on the 
updated zoning.

The new ordinance sets guidelines for 
riverfront-oriented development, residen-

tial, historic and commercial areas, as well 
as updated site design standards.

“New growth doesn’t always fit into 
old and sometimes outdated codes,” Ford 
said. “I want to thank the Planning Com-
mission, our Planning and Zoning depart-
ments, Kendig Keast, the City Council and 
the citizens for helping us take another big 
step towards Gadsden’s future.”

Tigers For Tomorrow offers $5 January admission
Tigers For Tomorrow at Un-

tamed Mountain is inviting the 
community to explore one of Ala-
bama’s most distinctive wildlife 
destinations this month through 
its annual “Goodwill to All” $5 
Admission Promotion.

Running Jan. 1–31, the promo-
tion offers general admission for 
$5 per person on regular Janu-
ary operating days. The reduced 
rate is designed to make wildlife 
education and conservation expe-
riences more accessible to fami-
lies, students, seniors and visitors 
from across the region.

The Goodwill to All initiative 
was created to remove financial 

barriers that might prevent people 
from connecting with animals 
and nature. Last year, the pro-
gram welcomed more than 4,800 
visitors from across Alabama, and 
organizers say participation con-
tinues to grow each year.

“January can be a tough month 
for many families,” said Sue Stef-
fens, co-founder of Tigers For To-
morrow. “Goodwill to All is our 
way of giving back—opening our 
gates wider, strengthening com-
munity connections, and ensuring 
everyone has access to meaning-
ful wildlife experiences.”

Visitors can enjoy a self-guided 
walking tour through the pre-

serve, up-close views of tigers, 
lions, wolves, bears and other ani-
mals, and educational storytelling 
centered on conservation, empa-
thy and coexistence. January also 
offers one of the most comfort-
able seasons to visit the outdoor 
preserve.

On colder January weekends, 
guests are invited to gather around 
a fire pit, where hot chocolate and 
s’mores will be available, creat-
ing a warm and welcoming atmo-
sphere for families and visitors.

Tigers For Tomorrow is a 
USDA-licensed nonprofit wild-
animal preserve celebrating more 
than 25 years of providing refuge, 

care and environmental educa-
tion. The organization is currently 
undertaking a major redevelop-
ment and expansion project to en-
hance animal habitats while con-
tinuing its mission of serving as 
a permanent, last-stop home for 
animals in need.

No coupons or special codes 
are required for the January pro-
motion.

During December through Feb-
ruary, the preserve is open to the 
public Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. From March 
through November, public hours 
are Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and Friday 

through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The preserve is closed Mon-
days and Tuesdays. No reserva-
tions are required.

Regular admission is $20 
for adults and $10 for children, 
with children under 3 admitted 
free. Private tours and field trips 
are available by appointment 
Wednesday through Sunday.

New photo policy at preserve: 
Photos are allowed, however, 
there is a strict no harassment 
tolerated policy. Please find more 
information on the website or 
Facebook page.

For more information, visit 
www.TigersForTomorrow.org.
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ECBOE highlights partnerships, approves initiatives
By Karla McArthur

Correspondent

The Etowah County Board of Education 
held its monthly meeting Jan. 6 at 4 p.m., 
recognizing achievements across the dis-
trict and approving several initiatives and 
personnel actions.

Board President Jay Freeman called 
the meeting to order, and board member 
Amanda Johnson opened with a prayer.

Superintendent Dr. Alan Cosby wel-
comed those in attendance and recognized 
Gadsden State Community College Presi-
dent Alan Smith, who introduced members 
of his leadership team, including Dr. Joey 
Battles, dean of health sciences; Dr. Der-
rick Griffey, dean of academic programs 
and services; Dr. Tera Simmons, execu-
tive vice president; Jessica Slaten, dean of 
financial and administrative services; and 

enrollment specialist Cody Beck.
Smith and the GSCC team highlighted 

the college’s longstanding partnership with 
Etowah County Schools through its dual 
enrollment program and introduced the 
Cardinal Promise, a new initiative offering 
scholarship waivers and tuition reductions 
to qualifying prospective students. Smith 
concluded by thanking the district for its 
continued collaboration and support.

Cosby responded by expressing appre-
ciation for Gadsden State’s role in support-
ing Etowah County students and the com-
munity.

The board also recognized Hokes Bluff 
Elementary School resource officer Rob-
bie Deason. Lt. Justin Plunkett honored 
Deason for receiving the School Resource 
Officer Achievement Award. Deason was 
nominated by Hokes Bluff Elementary As-
sistant Principal Jamie McCain.

Board members approved the minutes 
from the Dec. 2, 2025, meeting. Questions 
regarding the minutes may be directed to 
board secretary Monica Snead.

Chief School Financial Officer Susan 
Bishop presented financial statements 
showing an unreserved fund balance of 
4.03 months as of the end of November 
2025, compared with 3.6 months at the 
same time last year. The board unanimous-
ly approved the budget analysis.

Cosby also requested approval to pur-
chase the OneToOnePlus asset manage-
ment and helpdesk ticketing system, which 
will replace the county’s current system 
and is expected to save approximately 
$6,000. The board approved the purchase, 
along with the county’s contract with Rain-
Crow Environmental Asbestos Coordina-
tor Services.

Personnel actions were approved col-

lectively, including supplements, contracts 
and additional duties for faculty and non-
faculty, new substitute teachers, resigna-
tions and retirements. Board members con-
gratulated all newly approved personnel.

Informational items included the ongo-
ing junior high basketball county tourna-
ment at Sardis Middle School through Jan. 
10, the upcoming varsity basketball county 
tournament at Southside High School be-
ginning Jan. 12, and the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday on Jan. 19.

Cosby closed the meeting by thanking 
attendees and congratulating those recog-
nized. The next board meeting is scheduled 
for Feb. 3 at 5 p.m.

Agendas for all ECBOE meetings are 
available at ecboe.org  under the “District 
Info” section.

GSCC announces Summer and Fall 2025 graduates
Gadsden State Community 

College honored graduates from 
the Summer and Fall Semes-
ters during commencement on 
December 18 at Gadsden State 
Cherokee. The College recog-
nized 558 students who success-
fully completed the requirements 
for associate degrees, certifi-
cates, and short-term certificates, 
earning a total of 913 credentials.

There were 188 students hon-
ored for their academic achieve-
ment with traditional cords sig-
naling the level of honor they 
achieved.

In total, 45 students received 
the highest honor by graduating 
Summa Cum Laude with a 3.9-
4.0 GPA wearing a gold cord to 
signify their exceptional aca-
demic success. Additionally, 55 
students graduated Magna Cum 
Laude with a 3.7-3.89 GPA re-
ceiving a red cord. Recognized 
as Cum Laude graduates for a 
3.5-3.69 GPA were 52 students 

earning a red and gold cord. A 
group of 36 students graduated 
with distinction for earning a 
certificate while maintaining at 
least a 3.5 GPA. These students 
received a red and black cord for 
their hard work.

The graduates are:
Altoona – Kristen Eller, Dal-

ton Garmon, Kathryn Grayson, 
Makenna McKee, Kara Reyn-
olds, Viridiana Saucedo, Zachary 
Stewart, and Jacob Watts

Attalla – Jeffery Baty, Mary 
Boley, Tiffany Brock, Colton 
Cagle, James Clark, Josynez Ga-
mez, April Hammonds, Hannah 
Hufstetler, Macie Hunt, Brook-
lyn Jones, Sydney Jones, Madi-
son Kelley, Jaken Lindsey, Ethan 
Logan, Cassandra McDaris, 
Kaitlyn Nelms, Abigail Nelson, 
Kylee Roden, Kaylee Rogers-
Lee, Sarah Scarborough, David 
Smith, Matthew Vasser, and Jen-
nifer Wynn

Gadsden – Avelardo Agustin 

Berduo, Rain Barron, TaSha-
nuna Barton, Shelly Bishop, 
Evan Brand, Gabriel Brito, 
Ugochukwu Buchi-Ahiabuike, 
Kira Butler, Riley Carmack, 
Erik Cattling, Brandon Cer-
vantes, Carsen Chesnut, Nicho-
las Clark, Belvajean Collom, 
Conner Croft, Gabrielle Dixon, 
Gregory Farmer, Amy Frohock, 
Lucas Gamblin, Aguilar Gaspar, 
Brandon Gilbert, Serenity Gover, 
McKenna Hale, Alan Hartman, 
Maleke Harvey, Ashley Hawk, 
Derik Henson, Alyah Jackson, 
Thomas Jackson, Alexandria 
Johnson, Gracie Johnson, Kerryl 
Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Cha-
sity Jones, Ashley King, Erin 
Kirby, Anneabella Kirkland, 
Destiny Lezotte, Chaeli Little, 
Daniel Lopez Vasquez, Ger-
man Malone, Arielle McBride, 
Terri McCain, Seth McConnell, 
Ronan McFadden, Elizabeth 
Moore, Tyler Mostiller, Dearrius 
Myers, Chloe Nichols, Dalton 

O’Bryant, Zakaiya Pace, Andre 
Patterson, Brenda Payton, Emily 
Perez, Jakob Pope, Elyza Pow-
ell, Nia Presley, Isabel Ramos, 
Mason Robinson, James Rut-
ledge, Bethany Sandridge, Bri-
anna Sandridge, Kayla Schoen-
lein, Kathrine Shaneyfelt, Anna 
Shook, Danasha Simpkins, Ash-
ley Sjoerdsma, Keller Skaggs, 
Kathryn Smith, Thearse Stocks, 
Celeste Taylor, Maggie Thacker, 
Katlyn Thomas; Samantha-Lynn 
Thomas, Destiny Tuck, Neanna 
Turner, Makayla Waters, Jaylin 
Wehunt, Otis White, Layla Wil-
liams, Taveyah Williams, Makya 
Wilson, McKinley Wilson, Tay-
lor Witt, Clinton Woody, James 
Yohe, Rosita Zendejas, and Dan-
iella Zikpi

Gallant – William Clark, Lelah 
Rogers, and Abigail Smith

Glencoe – Maghan Alford, 
Ashley Baccus, Kaleb Barber, 
Emilyn Cornelius, Kaylee Hig-
don, Judson Littlejohn, Savannah 

Rogers, Phillip Simmons, Kayla 
Stamps, Anna Stanley, Peyton 
Thompson, and Shelby Tullis

Rainbow City – Catherine An-
derson, Jessa Barnes, Ciara Bow-
ers-Jones, Robert Brooks, Kristy 
Cooper, Monique Curry, Koby 
Dillard, Jaden Duran, Haleigh 
Graves, Julianna Hayes, Kristin 
Hays, Breunna Holt, Jakylyn 
Holt, Virginia Horton, Kokou 
Hounkpati, Saydee Kilgore, Dy-
amond McCadney, Tshegofatso 
Moeng, Manci Patel, Ethan Tol-
son, and Sidney Vance

Sardis – Jacob Beck
Southside – Drake Albury, 

Meredith Bain, Elanor Battle 
Krusick, Lauren Boyd, Emily 
Howell, Michael Hyland, Mer-
edith Keener, Cayden McCord, 
Logan Perkins, Jackson Sims, 
Deannia Spiller, Britney Ste-
phens, Alyssa Streefkerk, Phil-
lip Ulrich, Sheena Wallace, and 
Tristan Wrage

Steele – Ariel Miller

Gadsden State launches Cardinal Promise campaign
Gadsden State Community College has 

launched the Cardinal Promise, a new 
scholarship campaign designed to make 
higher education more accessible for stu-
dents across the region by significantly re-
ducing tuition costs and expanding schol-
arship opportunities.

Through the Cardinal Promise, students 
who have earned a high school diploma or 
GED may qualify for 50% off tuition, help-
ing remove financial barriers for individu-
als seeking to start or continue their college 

education.
In addition, 2026 graduating high school 

seniors who have completed at least six 
credit hours of dual enrollment at any in-
stitution are eligible to receive 75% off tu-
ition, creating a clear and affordable path-
way from high school to college.

“The Cardinal Promise reflects our com-
mitment to meeting students where they 
are and making college attainable for ev-
ery family,” said Alan Smith, president of 
Gadsden State Community College. “Cost 

should never be the reason a student delays 
or abandons their educational goals.”

The Cardinal Promise works alongside 
Gadsden State’s existing financial aid 
programs and a wide range of additional 
scholarship opportunities available to 
both current students and graduating high 
school seniors. Scholarships are awarded 
based on academic achievement, technical 
or career-related accomplishments, leader-
ship and extracurricular involvement, and 
talents in areas such as fine arts or athletics.

“Our goal is simple,” Smith said. “We 
want students to see Gadsden State as an 
affordable starting point that leads to real 
opportunity, whether that means entering 
the workforce or continuing toward a four-
year degree.”

Students are encouraged to explore eligi-
bility requirements, deadlines, and scholar-
ship options by visiting www.gadsdenstate.
edu/scholarships or contacting the Office 
of Financial Aid via email at finaid@gads-
denstate.edu or by phone (256) 549-8284.

Jacksonville State honors emerging scholars for Fall
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Jacksonville State Univer-
sity recognized more than 930 
high school students as Emerg-
ing Scholars for the Fall 2025 
semester, honoring those who 
earned a grade-point average of 
3.5 or higher while completing 
dual enrollment coursework at 
the university.

The Emerging Scholars pro-

gram highlights the academic 
achievements of high school 
students who take college-level 
courses through Jax State while 
still completing their secondary 
education.

Local students recognized in-
clude Jacob Massey and Kelsey 
Hulsey, Leah Lewis, Nicho-
las Yaeger, Rylan Bertram and 

Naheel Alabbasi, all of Rain-
bow City; Francesca Ford of 
Altoona; Daphne LaRoche of 
Attalla; Corbin Watts, Andrew 
Clark, Isabella Barrow, Eli 
Stewart, Malia Sneed, Jayden 
Phelps, Ryan McDill, Natalie 
Gilbert, Ryder Mecham, Tatum 
Ellis, Abbey Griffin and Jilliana 
Brooks, all of Gadsden; Tanner 

Silvey, Allie Humphrey, Addi-
son Nunnelee, Ryan Lumpkin 
and Audrey Wheeler of South-
side; and Charlie Bennett of At-
talla.

Jacksonville State Univer-
sity, founded in 1883 as a state 
teachers’ college, has grown 
into a comprehensive regional 
university offering more than 

150 areas of study at the under-
graduate and graduate levels, 
including more than 40 online 
programs. The university is lo-
cated in the Appalachian foot-
hills between Birmingham and 
Atlanta.

More information about Jack-
sonville State University is 
available at www.jsu.edu.



Girl Scouts in North-Central Alabama are getting 
ready for the start of the 2026 Girl Scout Cookie season 
— a familiar and much-anticipated tradition for fami-
lies across the region. 

More than 4,500 girls in 36 counties will take part in 
the program through Girl Scouts of North-Central Ala-
bama, with local troops expected to sell upwards of one 
million packages of cookies during the 2026 season. 

Beginning February 6, Girl Scouts will be out in 
their neighborhoods selling cookies at booths set up at 
shopping centers, local stores, and community events. 
Cookie booths give customers the chance to meet local 
Girl Scouts and support their activities while stocking 
up on favorite treats. Cookies are priced at $6 per pack-
age. 

This year’s cookie lineup includes well-loved favor-
ites like Thin Mints and Samoas, along with a brand-
new cookie called Exploremores, inspired by the fla-
vor of rocky road ice cream. During the 2026 season, 
customers who purchase five packages of cookies can 
enter to win free Girl Scout Cookies for a year — one 
package per week. 

Most importantly, money raised through cookie sales 
stays local and helps Girl Scouts pay for trips, outdoor 
adventures, and community service projects. Along the 
way, girls learn how to set goals, manage money, talk 
with customers, and make decisions — skills they’ll 
use long after cookie season. 

Customers can also choose to donate cookies through 
the council’s Care to Share program. Donated cookies 
are given to local Hometown Heroes, including work-
ers in public safety, utility services, healthcare, educa-
tion, and other essential fields. Donations can be made 
in $6 increments at cookie booths or online, and the 

cookies are delivered by local Girl Scouts. 
To find a cookie booth near you or to purchase cook-

ies online, visit girlscoutsnca.org/cookiefinder. 

Businesses interested in hosting a cookie booth or 
making bulk purchases may contact customercare@
girlscoutsnca.org. 
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Area students earn honors at multiple universities
Several local students were 

recognized for outstanding aca-
demic achievement during the 
Fall 2025 semester, earning 
placement on Dean’s Lists and 
President’s Lists at universities 
across the region and nation.

At Lindsey Wilson University 
in Columbia, Kentucky, Jadan 
Burns of Gadsden was named 

to the Dean’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester. The Dean’s List 
honors full-time undergraduate 
students who earn a grade point 
average of 3.50 or higher while 
maintaining good academic 
standing. Lindsey Wilson Uni-
versity is a private liberal arts 
institution founded in 1903 and 
affiliated with The United Meth-

odist Church.
Southern New Hampshire 

University (SNHU) announced 
multiple area students were 
honored for their academic per-
formance during the Fall 2025 
term, which ran from Septem-
ber through December. Students 
named to the President’s List 
earned a grade point average 

of 3.70 or higher. Those recog-
nized include Ashley Maharry of 
Boaz; Jenna Robinson of Attal-
la; Emily Williams of Gadsden; 
Nancy Quinn of Hokes Bluff; 
Heather Cole of Gadsden; and 
Amanda Honeycutt of Gadsden.

Additionally, Lauren Fowler 
of Gadsden and Nicole Shrop-
shire of Gadsden were named 

to SNHU’s Dean’s List, which 
recognizes full-time undergrad-
uate students who earn a GPA 
between 3.50 and 3.699. South-
ern New Hampshire University 
is a private, nonprofit institu-
tion serving more than 200,000 
learners worldwide through 
online and campus-based pro-
grams.

Need to publish a

Legal Notice?
We have the
Best Rates

around town.
Email: legals@gadsdenmessenger.com



The 11th annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Unity Parade will take place 
Friday, Jan. 16, along Broad Street in 
Gadsden.

The parade is themed “American 
Freedom: Reignite the Dream” and is 

intended as a community celebration 
of unity, hope, peace and love.

Parade lineup will begin at 11:30 
a.m. in the old YMCA parking lot, 
with the parade scheduled to start at 
1 p.m.

The event is sponsored by the Car-
ing 4 Justice Cause Charity Founda-
tion.

For more information, contact CiCe 
Curry at 256-467-3780 or by text at 
256-441-0706.
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On December 23, Thomas Harold Smith, 
Sr. celebrated his 100th birthday. Born in 
Southside, and a graduate of his beloved 

Smokeneck Tech, Harold entered the US Navy 
in 1944 during WWII. He served aboard the USS 
New York and fought bravely for his country 
at Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and many other smaller 
battles throughout the Pacific. After the war, he 
returned home and married Lurlene Brown, the 
prettiest girl in all of Etowah County. Together, 
they made a home on Brown’s Hill just south 
of Glencoe, and raised two beautiful children, 
Linda and Hal. Harold worked his entire career 
for the Alabama Gas Company, and won the an-
nual Alagasco Golf Tournament too many times 
to accurately count. An avid golfer, Harold has 
made five holes-in-one at the Briarmeade Golf 
Course, where he also served as the president of 
the Board of Directors for a time. His service to 
his country, to his family, and to this community 
are a testament to his loving spirit and his deep 
devotion to his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Mardi Gras Parade set for Feb. 7
The Krewe of Rowdy Revelers 

will present a Mardi Gras Parade on 
Saturday, Feb. 7, 2026, at 4 p.m. The 
parade will feature floats, beads and 
music along Broad Street in Gadsden.

Entry fees vary by participation 
type and include $15 per horse (refuse 

catch bags required), $25 for walking-
only krewes or groups, $30 per clas-
sic car group or club, $50 for floats or 
float sponsors, $75 for business sig-
nage entries and $150 for corporate 
entries.

Those interested in participating 

can sign up online at: https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdk
WGDsLk17qCmeEAs-t9bUlp78zO-
us1WDLpe7qyl5x4ltvg/viewform.

For more information, contact Deb-
orah Miller at 205-359-0375 or debo-
rahmiller72@outlook.com.

IRS announces 
start of tax season

The Internal Revenue Service announced that the 2026 
federal tax filing season will begin Monday, Jan. 26. Tax-
payers will have until April 15, 2026, to file their 2025 
income tax returns and pay any taxes owed.

The IRS expects to receive approximately 164 million 
individual tax returns this year, with most filed electroni-
cally. Several provisions of the recently enacted One, 
Big, Beautiful Bill take effect this filing season and may 
affect tax credits, deductions and refunds.

The IRS encourages taxpayers to use online tools 
available at IRS.gov, including Individual Online Ac-
counts, refund tracking through “Where’s My Refund?” 
and guidance on new tax forms such as Schedule 1-A. 
The new schedule allows eligible taxpayers to claim de-
ductions related to tips, overtime, car loan interest and 
enhanced deductions for seniors.

IRS Free File will begin accepting returns Jan. 9 for 
qualifying taxpayers, while Free File Fillable Forms will 
be available to all taxpayers starting Jan. 26. Additional 
free filing options include MilTax for military members 
and eligible veterans, as well as IRS-certified volunteer 
assistance programs.

Taxpayers are also urged to watch for tax scams, 
choose reputable tax preparers and consider direct de-
posit for refunds, as the IRS continues to phase out paper 
refund checks.

TOGGLE awards 
coming soon

The Theatre of Gadsden will host its annual TOGGLE 
Awards on Jan. 31. The ceremony honors the perform-
ers, volunteers and behind-the-scenes contributors who 
helped make the 2025 season a success. Modeled after 
major awards shows, the evening will include entertain-
ment, special performances and recognition of outstand-
ing achievements. The theatre’s 2026 season will be an-
nounced during the event.

Ghostlight Theater will present Something Rotten! Jr. 
Jan. 16-18. The musical comedy takes audiences back 
to the Renaissance with a fast-paced, humorous story 
adapted from the Broadway hit. 

Tickets for both events are available at www.theatre-
ofgadsden.org.
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Back in the good old days a newly elected 
board of mayor and aldermen meant a new 
police force, a new city clerk, a new city 
treasurer, a new street overseer, a new street 
tax collector and the like.

Those who wanted such jobs invariably 
got out and helped to elect their favorites, 
sometimes with definite promises of jobs 
and often on the belief that their work and 
their influence would guarantee the coveted 
plums.

Every change of administration, therefore, 

brought disappointment to the unsuccessful 
candidates and frequently caused much bit-
terness among them.

In all fairness it should be said that many 
of these candidates for minor offices merely 
assumed that they had received promises.

Some of them had exaggerated notions 
about their ability to corral votes and many 
of them had no influence with other voters at 
all. A few expected and were paid money for 
such work as they may have done but they 
too were over-rated as vote getters more of-
ten than not.

When a new administration was sworn in, 
its first business was to elect the minor of-
ficials. It merely went through the motions 
of that duty, for at a secret caucus during 
the previous week it had met and selected 
all employes, and usually such proceedings 
were kept a dark secret.

In other words, it was all cut and dried 
before the mayor and aldermen had been 
sworn in.

For years is was the practice to receive 

written applications from job hunters. As 
had been arranged after several applications 
for a particular job had been read an alder-
man would place one of them in nomina-
tion and his election followed by unanimous 
vote.

It was recalled for one such meeting 
when the caucus agreement went through 
in perfect order. After the session was over 
a reporter for the local newspaper was taken 
aside by a man who failed to be re-elected a 
patrolman.

“I don’t understand it at all,” he said, ‘for 
I had the positive promise of three aldermen 
to keep me as a policeman. I wasn’t even 
placed in nomination yet I worked hard for 
those three men I believed them to be my 
personal friend and I trusted them.”

What happened was that he was traded off 
and as was explained by the three aldermen, 
the man had assumed that he had been actu-
ally promised anything.

Some of the policemen were able to hang 
on through the various changes notable 

Captain Will Thorton and Chief Sam L. 
O’Bannon, both later retired on pension.

Two or three times the latter was elected 
chief by popular vote when the primary sys-
tem was first tried out.

The city clerk was also elected by the 
people. It was not until recent years that the 
police department was put on a permanent 
basis through the creation of a civil service 
board. The policemen and firemen became 
selected by the board after an examination 
as to their qualifications.

They could not be dismissed without an 
open trial before that board, unless they 
waive that right, which, is a resignation. This 
rule became in practice in most cities and has 
resulted in better fire and police protection.

It encourages men to give faithful service 
and makes them better officials. Then, too 
the pension system means security in old 
age, a reward for being dutiful and efficient.

Contact The Vagabond at dkcrown@bell-
south.net.

Danny Crownover

Looking
at the

History

City job changes under old method

The New Year is upon us. My inbox and 
social media feeds have been inundated with 
lists for resolutions, deep cleaning approach-
es to kick off 2026, book lists, the best diet 
and exercise plans, and so on. It’s exhausting. 
It is particularly exhausting when 2025 often 
felt like an exercise in survival. So, for 2026, 
I’ve decided to wipe away the fog of general-
izing life and focus on the details. Sometimes 
we need to take a step back and look at the 
overall picture; but, it can be a very short 
distance between “big picture” and “disso-
ciation.” And, as Lennon reminds us “Life is 
what happens to you while you’re busy mak-
ing other plans.” If we are only focused on the 
big picture, then, are we really even living? 

One thing the ending of one year and be-
ginning of another brings is, if not exact clari-
ty, at least a kind of thematic understanding of 
the past 12 months. This is something people 
have been interested in since ancient times: 

making meaning out of the mundane. Wheth-
er it is astrology, spiritualism, art, literature, or 
self-help books, most people like to take in-
ventory at various points in life. Ancient Chi-
nese astrology did this through the Legend of 
the Great Race, creating the Chinese Zodiac’s 
12 signs. In this legend, 12 animals compete 
in a race, and the order they finished became 
the order of the cycle of the years. 2025, for 
example, was the Year of the Snake, which is 
associated with adjusting to change, shedding 
things that no longer fit or serve you well, 
and deepening introspection which leads to 
growth and wisdom. 2026, on the other hand, 
is the Year of the Fire Horse, and can be ex-
pected to be full of intensity, momentum, and 
change. It will not happen again until 2086. 

Intensity, momentum, and change can 
sound like a nightmare ride on the merry-
go-round without perspective. This year, 
rather than hopping on the merry-go-round 
and rushing through my days and months, 
though, I think this last year has been a solid 
reminder of how important it is to intention-
ally choose where I will focus my energy and 
momentum. Carl Sandburg said it like this: 
“Time is the coin of your life. It is the only 
coin you have, and only you can determine 
how it will be spent. Be careful lest you let 
other people spend it for you.” 

Each year contains loss and growth, and 
“some changes look negative on the surface 
but you will soon realize that space is being 

created in your life for something new to 
emerge” (Ekhart Tolle). My goal this year 
is to be on the lookout for these spaces left 
by last year because, as Rainer Maria Rilke 
points out, “If your daily life seems poor, do 
not blame it; blame yourself that you are not 
poet enough to call forth its riches; for the 
Creator, there is no poverty.”

My challenge to myself then becomes 
“How creative am I?”

Can I admit loss and still see in it potential 
for growth? Can I recognize even small prog-
ress and celebrate it? Can I set aside cynicism 
and choose to see humanity? Can I acknowl-
edge the discrepancies between who I want 
people to be and who they are and honor the 
individual? Can I roll with change and still 
craft meaning? Can I be honest about where 
I am and where I want to be, but still see the 
beauty in the now?

Some friends and I discussed recently how 
we’d like to take what has been learned in 
2025 and apply it to how we live and move 
through 2026. This requires intentional re-
view of the past, honest plans for the future, 
and continual intention in the present. The 
continual part can be exhausting. There are 
places we move through each year, even if 
we’d like to stay. There are friendships that 
strengthen, while others wither even when 
we don’t want them to. There are goals that 
are met, or must be abandoned or re-assessed. 
The unrelenting continuousness of it all is 

where it is easy to tip over from “attention” 
to “dissociation.” If we allow time to just rush 
over us, spinning and tilting us like a wave 
pushing a swimmer beneath the surface, we 
will miss out on the solid ground beneath us. 
A deep breath, then, and intentionality allows 
us to live each day with peace and clarity, 
even if there are moments that take us off 
guard. 

After all, whether we step back to consider 
it or not, the big picture isn’t changing. We are 
here for a little while, then we become stories. 
The real challenge, and biggest payoff, is in 
the everyday. I’ve shared Whitman’s “O me! 
O Life” before, and I love the reminder in it 
that we are each here to “contribute a verse.” 
Another poem that gives us ways to craft our 
contribution, though, is a re-discovered fa-
vorite of mine called “Desiderata” by Max 
Ehrmann:

“Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and 
remember what peace there may be in silence.

As far as possible, without surrender, be on 
good terms with all persons.

Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and 
listen to others”

May we each go placidly through 2026, 
speak our truth quietly and clearly, and be 
poet enough to call forth the riches hidden in 
our daily lives. 

Tabitha Bozeman is an instructor at GSCC. 
Email at tabithabozeman@gmail.com.

Speak our truth quietly and clearly

Tabitha Bozeman

Arranging
the

Pieces

LIFESTYLE



We live in a world full of spiritual emer-
gencies. People are hurting, confused, bro-
ken, and searching for hope. And in the 
middle of it all, God is calling every be-
liever to respond.

Think about first responders. When an 
emergency call comes in, they don’t stop 
to ask if they’re on the clock. They don’t 
debate whether it’s convenient. If they’ve 
been trained and equipped, they move.

The same is true for believers. When 
God saves you, He sends you. This life of 
faith is not about clocking in and clocking 
out. It’s about answering the call.

Here’s the truth we don’t always like to 
hear. If you’re saved, you’re sent.

There is no opting out of kingdom work. 
The Christian life is not a cruise ship where 
we sit back, relax, and enjoy the view. It’s 
a battleship. Lives are at stake. Souls are 
on the line. And every believer has a role 
to play.

Jesus made the assignment clear when 
He said, “Go and make disciples of all na-
tions.” That command was not just for the 
original disciples. It was for all of us. And 
He didn’t send us alone. He promised, “I 
am with you always.”

So why do we struggle to obey?
Often, we want a new word from God 

when we haven’t obeyed the last one. We 
fill notebooks with notes. We listen to ser-
mons and podcasts. We shout over prophet-
ic declarations. But obedience is missing.

We’re asking God for step B while we’re 
still standing at step A.

Revelation without obedience is spiritual 
hoarding. God has already spoken. He told 
us to forgive. To serve. To pray. To give. 
To reconcile. To go. Yet we keep asking for 
confirmation instead of action.

God has never waited for perfect people. 
Every person He used in Scripture was 
broken in some way. He didn’t bless them 
because they got it all right. He blessed 
them because they moved.

The assignment is not hidden. We don’t 
need a new word. We need a new level of 
obedience.

Before asking God what’s next, we 
should ask ourselves if we’ve done what 
He already told us to do. Delayed obedi-
ence is still disobedience. But when we 
walk in the last word, God unlocks the next 
one. And this assignment is personal.

The Great Commission is not just for 

pastors and preachers. It’s for parents, stu-
dents, employees, and everyday believers. 
You’re not just working a job. You’re on 
mission. You’re not just raising children. 
You’re making disciples. You’re not just 
attending church. You’re representing 
Christ wherever God has placed you.

And here’s the encouragement. Jesus 
never gives a mission without provision.

When He told the disciples to feed the 
five thousand, He also multiplied the bread. 
When He sent the twelve, He gave them 
authority. Power follows obedience. Some 
of us have access to God’s power, but our 
obedience hasn’t caught up yet.

You don’t just have purpose. You have 
power. You don’t just have responsibility. 
You have backup.

When you bring what you have, God 
supplies what you lack.

So this week, don’t ask God for a new 
assignment. Ask Him to show you where 
obedience is missing. Is there forgiveness 
you’ve delayed? Service you’ve avoided? 
Prayer you’ve neglected? A step of faith 
you’ve been postponing?

Choose one area where God has already 
spoken and take action. Obedience unlocks 

the next move of God in your life.
The assignment is clear. The call has 

gone out. The only question left is whether 
you’ll answer.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the 
Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in Attalla, 
Alabama, where his preaching is real, rele-
vant and rooted in the unchanging Word of 
God. Beyond the pulpit, he serves as CEO 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast 
Alabama, leading life-changing mentor-
ing initiatives that empower young people 
across five counties. His leadership bridges 
the gap between the Church and the com-
munity, inspiring collaboration, compas-
sion and lasting transformation.
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The call has gone out — will you answer?

Here’s to an unwrapped year – and dancing!

We are already a week into the new year, 
and I finally looked at my Spotify “Wrapped.” 
I wasn’t super surprised by the results, but it 
did make me laugh outloud. It said that since I 
listened to 143 different genres of music, taste 
like mine “can’t be defined” — then gave me 
a listening age of 57! I didn’t even know that 
was a thing. Since I will be 54 this month, I 
will let that one slide! 

Social media is a mixed bag this time of 
year, but I am here for it. I love the Christ-
mas posts of families happily gathered. And 
especially enjoy the year in review wrap-ups. 
It does my heart good to see the highlights of 
friends far and near. 

Another feature I enjoy is the memories 
that Facebook shares. This past week, it hand-
ed me two of my own yearly recaps–one from 
the year we lost my husband’s mother while 
walking through a myriad of other difficult 

circumstances, and one from the following 
year that was filled with lots of joyful memo-
ries and milestones for our family. 

Those two posts side-by-side stopped me 
for a moment. Same family. Same God. Two 
completely different seasons. And it reminded 
me of two steady truths: first, that God never 
changes–even when our years look nothing 
alike; and second, that Scripture tells us there 
is a season for everything.

It’s easy to look at people’s “highs” on so-
cial media and imagine how much better their 
seasons are than ours. We forget that people 
are posting their highlights and not their ev-
eryday realities. 

We  also forget that social media is only 
a snapshot into one moment in a person’s 
whole season. And, let’s be honest, it’s es-
sentially a digital talent show where everyone 
wears their sparkliest costume, pretending the 
zipper didn’t just break backstage while they 
were putting it on. 

And that is where the truth slips in quietly, 
almost unexpectedly: our year doesn’t have to 
look amazing for God to be in it. Some years 
come with fireworks. Other years come with 
extinguishers. But every year–every single 
season–comes with the same faithful God 
walking through it with us. 

Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and forever 

(NIV).” When our feeds swing from celebra-
tion to sadness, when one year feels like fire-
works and the next feels like fire drills–He 
doesn’t change. His character doesn’t waiver. 
His presence doesn’t take a vacation. His love 
doesn’t need an algorithm or viral moment to 
show up in our lives. 

Scripture also reminds us that, “For every-
thing there is a season...a time to weep and a 
time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to 
dance” (Ecclesiastes 3:1,4, ESV). When life 
unfolds in its different seasons, it is important 
that we embrace the experiences that make 
up our human journey–for there are lessons 
to be learned with a steady God who spans 
them all. 

So, if your current season looks more like 
“unplug the smoke detector, we burned din-
ner again” than “get the camera, we perfectly 
iced this three-tier cake” take heart. The same 
God who held you in the valley is the God 
who will meet you on the mountaintop–and 
on every ordinary Tuesday in between. 

Your year may not seem post-worthy, but 
it is God-worthy–because He’s been in every 
moment. And, here’s the truth. Even if your 
year didn’t earn a lot of likes, Heaven sees all 
of it. Sometimes, surviving a tough season, 
forgiving someone who hurt you, choosing 
peace over drama, or trusting God when you 
didn’t “feel” Him, are the victories that mat-

ter most. 
The mountain-top years excite us. The val-

ley years grow us. And God uses both moun-
tains and valleys to shape us. 

I asked Copilot to help come up with a de-
votional connection to the “2025 Wrapped” 
idea, and I thought it did a clever job coming 
up with this “unwrapped” reflection activity.

It said, “Forget the aesthetic posts. Try ask-
ing yourself:

1. What did God carry me through that 
never made it online?

2. What small joy showed up on a hard 
day?

3. What lesson did I learn that I wouldn’t 
trade?

4. Where did God surprise me–maybe even 
in a silly way?

5. What do I want to trust God with in the 
new year?

This is your real “Wrapped”--the one God 
cares about. 

So, here’s to an unwrapped year–one where 
we see His faithfulness on display in every 
season. And, may it be one that involves a 
season of dancing. 

Connect with Bost on social media plat-
forms by searching for “Sandra Mullins 
Bost.”

Sandra Bost

Memoir
Musings

Weekly Bible Verse

“
”

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be with 
you, as ye have spoken. Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the 
gate: it may be that the Lord God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.

- Amos 5:14-15 (King James Version)
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Shawn Blackmon
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Alenka Lankford Smith 
Several ’s’ words de-

scribe my mother: sweet, 
sassy, snarky, strong, stub-
born, self-assured, and stoic. 
Oddly enough, snake also 
comes to mind — never as 
a descriptor, but in terms of 
the well-known fact of how 
much she disliked them.

She loved music, flowers, 
pets of fur, feather, and fin, 
road trips and travel with my 
dad, theater, crafts, bingo, 
painting, sewing, embroi-
dery, and knitting. She also 
enjoyed quality time with 
her daughters, grandchil-
dren, and greats. She was a 
wonderful Grams.

In her prime, she was of-
ten the life of the party, and 
regularly played Shanghai 
and Aggravation with fam-
ily and friends, surrounded 
by love, laughter, and the 
not-so-occasional noxious 
after-effects of a taco salad 
full of beans.

Her strength and self-
assuredness came through 
during her service in the 
USMC in the 60s, where she 
met different types of peo-
ple and learned the value of 
friendship and acceptance.

Her stubborn persever-
ance powered her through 
all nine of her proverbial 
lives. She survived multiple 
strokes, an aneurysm, brain 
mass, craniotomy, bowel 
obstruction, and a mastec-
tomy and chemo treatments 
without taking so much as 
one Tylenol.

A true Libra, she aimed 
for fairness in all things, 
with a “down to the penny” 
approach to finances, life, 
and death. She believed 
in taking care of what you 
have, paying your bills on 
time, and hard work. She 
was also a harsh critic, hold-
er of grudges, and master of 
the silent treatment.

You may not have known 
some of these things, as 
her cool, detached stoicism 
made it difficult at times to 
get to know her on a deeper 
level. She held her secrets 
close. Despite this, later in 
life she met her very best 
friend, Betty Stanfield, who 
brought out the best in her 
in the years after their hus-
bands’ deaths.

At the end, as her short-
term memory quickly faded, 
she resided at Silver Lakes 
in Glencoe. Their love and 
care gave us another nine 
months with her, for which 
we are eternally grateful.

She will be sorely missed 
and thought of often by 
many.

We love you, Mom. Rest 
in peace. ~Amber Bobo

Alenka Lankford Smith 
was born in Rome, Georgia 
on October 9, 1946 to Fred 
Walter Lankford and Alice 
Lankford. She grew up in 
Birmingham, Alabama and 
was a graduate of Ramsey 
High School.

She passed away peace-
fully the night of December 
26, 2025. She was preceded 
in death by her husband 
of 24 years, James “Jim” 
Thomas Smith; her father, 
mother, and brother, Charles 
Lankford.

Alenka is survived by 
her brother Fred E. Stewart, 
daughters LaShon (Dwayne) 
Self, Amber (Zach) Bobo, 
grandchildren Brad (Saman-
tha) Self, Crimson (Derrell) 
Landry, and great grands Ta-
lulah Reign Self, Delainey 
Kate Self, and Bodhi Reese 
Landry.

A visitation was held on 
Saturday, January 3, 2026 at 
Morgan Funeral Chapel. A 
graveside service officiated 
by Reverend Michael Mills 
was held at Rainbow Me-
morial Gardens.

Billie Carolyn
Gates Clokey

Alma Elizabeth Perry 
Graveside service for 

Alma Elizabeth Perry, age 
81 of Hokes Bluff, will be 
11 AM Tuesday at Union #3 
Cemetery. There will be no 
visitation. Glencoe-Hokes 
Bluff Funeral Home will be 
in charge of the services.

Miss Perry passed away 
January 2, 2026 at Gadsden 
Health and Rehab. She was 
preceded in death by her son 
Mark Perry.

Left to cherish her mem-
ory are her son, Michael 
(Penny) Perry, daughter, Su-
zanne Annette Perry, grand-
children, Madison (Johnny) 
Scott, Kaleigh Pledger (Ty-
ler) Hickman, and Katherine 
Perry, sisters, Erika (Craig) 
Scott and Ruth Berona, 
brother, Raimund Wehrle.

Miss Perry was born in 
Germany but lived most of 
her life in the states. She 
loved gardening.

Pallbearers are family.

Bertha Suttles-Kirkland
In person signing of the 

book and viewing of Ber-
tha Suttles-Kirkland will be 
12pm - 6pm Friday, January 
9, 2026 in the chapel of West 
Gadsden Funeral Home.

Celebration of life will be 
1pm Saturday, January 10, 
2026 at Perry Thomas Min-
istries 299 Truss Ferry Rd. 
Lincoln, Al. 35096.

Connie Joan Poole Bivins

Billie Carolyn Gates 
Clokey went to meet her 
Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, on Thursday, Janu-
ary 1, 2026, surrounded by 
her family at home.

Born on August 20, 1928, 
Billie was a loving and de-
voted wife for 65 years 
to the late David Lauren 
Clokey. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, Har-
old Gordon Gates and Effie 
Pauline Cox Gates of Mem-
phis, Tennessee; brother, 
Harold Gordon Gates, Jr, 
Memphis, Tennessee; and 
sisters, Mary Pauline Gates 
Craig, Jackson, Tennessee 
and Virginia Loraine Gates 
Topp, Gulfport, Mississippi.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Carol Clokey 
Calahan and son-in-law, 
Joseph Delcambre Calahan, 
Guntersville, AL; son, Da-
vid Lauren Clokey, Jr. and 
daughter-in-law, Patricia 
Ann Hill Clokey, Gadsden, 
AL; grandchildren, Lauren 
Ellen and husband Phil of 
Atlanta, GA, Katie Lambert 
and husband Chad, Elberta, 
AL, David Clokey, III and 
wife Allison, Jimmy Clokey 
and wife Ally all of Gads-
den, AL, and Will Clokey 
and wife Kearse, Birming-
ham, AL; great grands, Will, 
Jack, and Sam Ellen; Luke 
and John Lambert; David, 
IV, Danley and Benjamin 
Clokey; James and Mary 
Lillon Clokey; and Joe 
Clokey.

"Bibi", as she was loving-
ly referred to by her grands 
and great grands, grew up in 
Memphis. and was a gradu-
ate of Memphis State Uni-
versity, where she served 
as ROTC Sponsor, and was 
a member of Phi Mu Soror-
ity. Following graduation, 
she married David Clokey 
of Gadsden, whom she met 
while he was serving in the 
Naval Air Corps in Milling-
ton, Tennessee, in Septem-
ber 1950.

Billie was an active mem-
ber of Rainbow Presbyterian 
Church until her health pre-
vented her from attending. 
She taught school at several 
schools including Gadsden 
High, Disque Jr. High, Jesse 
Dean Smith, Wagner El-
ementary School, and West-

minster Christian School.
Billie and David loved 

traveling and made friends 
with many Alabama foot-
ball fans and fans of the op-
posing teams, often visiting 
them during the off season. 
Billie was the perfect host-
ess throughout her life - al-
ways making sure her guests 
were comfortable and well 
fed. She loved to cook and 
always seemed to have Da-
vid's favorite cake on hand, 
a pound cake with caramel 
icing. She was self-sacrific-
ing, generous, quick wit and 
fun!

She certainly will be 
missed by her family and 
friends.

The family is grateful for 
the loving care of her sis-
ters - Linda Davis, Mary 
Hyatt, Wana Carroll, Robin 
Powers, Kathy Lindsay and 
Cristy Smith.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily suggests any donations 
be made to Rainbow Pres-
byterian Church, 3220 Rain-
bow Drive, Rainbow City, 
AL 35906: or to The Gide-
ons International, Gadsden 
Camp, P.O. Box 1161 Gads-
den, AL (35902-1161).

A memorial service was 
held at Rainbow Presbyte-
rian Church, 3220 Rainbow 
Drive, Rainbow City, Ala-
bama on Sunday, January 
4, 2026, A private burial in 
Forrest Cemetery was held 
prior to the service.

GADSDEN - A funeral 
service was held Wednes-
day, December 31, 2025, 
at Gospel Truth Ligthhouse 
Church, for Connie Joan 
Poole Bivins, age 84, of 
Gadsden, who passed away, 
December 28, 2025. Rever-
end Larry Perkins and Glenn 
Dennis will officiate. Burial 
will follow at Rainbow Me-
morial Gardens. Village 
Chapel Funeral Home and 
Crematory is in charge of 
arrangements.

Mrs. Bivins was a mem-
ber of Gospel Temple Truth 
Lighthouse Church and 
enjoyed her time reading 
and studying her bible. She 
loved her family dearly and 
cherished the time she spent 
with her grandchildren.

Connie was preceded in 
death by her Husband, Ken-
neth Bivins; sisters, Dean 
Green and Helen Chapman; 
brothers, Carl Poole and 
Calvin Poole.

She is survived by her son, 
Ken (Kristy) Bivins; grand-
children, Dylan Bivins, Bret 
Bivins, and Emily Bivins; 
siblings, J.R. Poole, Dellie 
McGatha, Gerome Poole, 
and Alice Colefish; a host of 
nieces and nephews.

The family wishes to ex-
press a special thanks to the 
Nurses and staff of Gadsden 
Regional Medical Center.

Curtis C. Fuller
Rev. Curtis C. Fuller 

passed away peacefully in 
his sleep at home on Sun-
day, December 28, 2025.

Funeral services for Rev. 
Curtis was held at Morgan 
Funeral Chapel on Wednes-
day, December 31, 2025. 
Bro. Johnny Wilson offici-
ated.

Curtis was a man of God 
first and foremost, loved 
playing the guitar and sing-
ing in church, and was a 
man who believed in do-
ing the right thing even if it 
hurts.

He retired from the Unit-
ed Paint Co, Sears, and the 
ministry. After retiring, he 
spent the majority of his 
time raising a garden, can-
ning, tinkering with cars 
and anything he could find. 
He was the master of jerry 
rigging, loved Auburn foot-

ball and pulling practical 
jokes on family and friends, 
but most of all, spoiling his 
granddaughters.

Curtis is preceded in 
death by his wife of 69 
years, Tressa Jenkins Fuller; 
his parents, Ralph and Mary 
Fuller; and daughter, Debo-
rah Fuller Turner.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Earlene Fuller; 
and Angela Fuller Ingram; 
and granddaughters, Mor-
gan, Gracie, and Abby In-
gram.

A special thank you to a 
family friend, Ruth Quick; 
Gentiva Hospice, especially 
Morgan and Ashley; and the 
Riddles Bend Fire Depart-
ment #2.

Cynthia Ledbetter

GADSDEN - Cynthia 
Ledbetter, age 91 of Gads-
den, passed away peacefully 
on December 31, 2025. She 
was born on September 23, 
1934, in Gadsden, Alabama.

A Funeral Service was 
held Sunday, January 4, 
2026 at Morgan Funeral 
Chapel with Pastor Jordan 
Self. 

Known to many as Aunt 
Cynthia, Grandma, and 
Mrs. Ledbetter, Cynthia 
was beloved by all who 
knew her. She was known 
for her remarkable talent 
as a seamstress. For many 
years, friends, family, and 
members of the community 
relied on her skilled hands 
for alterations, handmade 
dresses, and garments cre-
ated for life’s most special 
moments. Her work was not 
only precise but done with 
care and love.

She was a longtime and 
devoted member of Falls 
Mountain Church, where 
she faithfully served by 
tending the nursery for 
many years. Caring for chil-
dren brought her great joy 
and reflected her gentle and 
giving spirit.

In her free time, Cynthia 
could often be found in 
her flower beds, lovingly 
tending to her flowers. She 
took great pride in her yard 
and made sure that when 
the grass was mowed, no 
flowers—not even the wild 
ones—were disturbed. Her 
love for beauty and nature 
was evident to all who knew 
her.

Cynthia was preceded in 
death by her beloved hus-
band, Cecil Lavone Led-
better; her parents, Homer 
Morris Morgan and Mattie 
Bellew Morgan; and her sib-
lings, William Morgan, Wal-
ter Morgan, DeWitt Morgan, 
Lou Shortnancy, Magnolia 
Scofield, and Johnny Mor-
gan.

She is survived by her 
brother, Jesse Morgan (Ter-
essa); her children, Cecil 
(Cathy) Ledbetter, Melton 
(Karen) Ledbetter, and 
Wayne (Barbara) Ledbet-
ter; and her grandchildren, 
Melissa (Jon) Green, Mary 
Beth (Zach) Gilliland, 
Phillip (Kristie) Ledbet-
ter, Whisper (Ben) Cor-
nutt, Ashley (John) Daley, 
Storm Ledbetter, and Popi 
(Nathan) Snow. She is also 
survived by a host of great-
grandchildren, nieces, and 
nephews who will cherish 
her memory.

Danny Edward Parker

RAINBOW CITY - Mr. 
Danny Edward Parker, 68, 
went home to be with the 
Lord on January 6, 2026, at 
his home in Rainbow City, 
Alabama. Danny passed 
peacefully with his wife, Te-
resa, by his side.

Born in Gadsden, Ala-
bama, on October 15, 1957, 
to Charles E. Parker and El-
sie E. Parker, Danny was a 
graduate of Glencoe High 
School and attended Gads-
den State Community Col-
lege for two years. Danny 
retired from Interstate Bat-
teries in Rainbow City, 
Alabama, after a career as 
a warehouse manager. He 
was musically gifted and 
enjoyed playing guitar and 
passed his musical talents 
on to his son and grandsons. 
Danny loved his family 
fiercely, and with his entire 
being. He was an avid hunt-

er, fisherman, and a huge 
fan of all things Crimson 
Tide. Most importantly, he 
had a personal relationship 
with Jesus, evidenced by his 
humble demeanor and kind-
ness to all.

Danny is survived by his 
wife of 48 years, Teresa 
Parker; two children, Di-
ane (Thomas) Lawless and 
Joshua (Brandi) Parker; 
five grandchildren, Isaiah 
(Kenzie) Lawless, Bradley 
Parker, John Samuel Parker, 
Keira Lawless, and Ethan 
Parker; one great grandson, 
Terry Lawless. He is preced-
ed in death by his parents, 
Charles and Elsie Parker; 
brother, Richard Parker; sis-
ter, Carolyn Erwin.

The Parker Family would 
like to thank Dr. Warren, 
Dr. Higgins, and the MICU/
SICU staff of Gadsden Re-
gional for the care provided 
for Danny in the last three 
weeks of his life. Addition-
ally, the family would like 
to thank ACG (Agape Care 
Group) Hospice of Rain-
bow City, AL, for fulfilling 
Danny’s final wishes to be 
home and at peace, sur-
rounded by his family in his 
time left on this earth. Char-
ity, Jaime, Ashley, and Hol-
lie of ACG Hospice were 
all instrumental in getting 
Danny home quickly and as 
smoothly as possible- you 
all will never know how 
much this meant to Danny 
and family. A special thanks 
to Mollie of ACG Hospice, 
for her kindness, expertise, 
and the tender care provided 
for Danny when he arrived 
home. Last, but not least, the 
family would like to thank 
Matt Rose for stepping in to 
assist in honoring Danny’s 
memory. Arrangements are 
entrusted to Glencoe-Hokes 
Bluff Funeral Home, Gads-
den, Alabama. 

A memorial service to cel-
ebrate Danny’s life will be 
held at 2:00 pm on Friday, 
January 9, 2026, at Glencoe-
Hokes Bluff Funeral Home.

Danny Wayne Smith

ATTALLA - Danny 
Wayne “D.W.” Smith, 70, of 
Attalla, passed away peace-
fully at his home January 1, 
2026.

Danny proudly served his 
country in the US Navy.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Shannon Rob-
ertson, Jamie (Al) Coo-
per, Beth Smith, and Kerri 
Smith; sister, Julie (Eddie) 
Dillard; brother, Greg 
Smith; grandsons, Justin 
and Jacob Winningham; and 
granddaughters, Abbey and 
Brooklyn Self.

D.W. was preceded in 
death by his wife, Tonya 
Smith; and parents, Horace 
and Evelyn Smith.

The family wishes to 
extend a special thanks to 
Roger Hyatt for all the care, 
love, and support for Danny.

A celebration of life was 
held at 3 p.m. Tuesday, Jan-
uary 6, 2025, with visitation 
starting at 2 p.m. at Village 
Chapel.

Deborah Ann Lind
ATTALLA - Deborah 

Ann Lind, born on March 7, 
1970, in New Jersey, passed 
away on January 1, 2026, 
at the age of 55. She was a 
resident of Attalla, Alabama.

Edith Mae (Smith)
Fortenberry

SOUTHSIDE - Mrs. 
Edith “Edie” Fortenberry, 
age 103, of Southside, AL, 
passed from this life on 
Wednesday, December 31, 
2025, at her residence. She 
lived a long and faithful life 
to her Lord, husband and 
family. Always quick to 
share that she attributed her 
long life because “the Lord 
loves me”

Mrs. Fortenberry was 
born in Limestone County, 
Alabama to her late par-
ents G.G. Smith and Cor-
rine (Tennison) Smith who 
owned and operated a dry 
goods store in Elkmont, AL. 
A close and loving older sis-
ter Bernice (Smith) Watts 
preceded her in death.

Edith graduated in 1946 
from Florence State Teach-

ers College, now known as 
University of North Ala-
bama, that prepared her to 
teach children in Alabama, 
Florida and Texas.

Mrs. Fortenberry enjoyed 
during her life ballroom 
dancing, riding horses and 
using her teaching talents 
inside and outside the class-
room.

In addition to her parents 
and sister, she was preceded 
in death by her husband of 
54 years, Maurice “Pete” 
Fortenberry of Haleyville, 
Alabama.

Mrs. Fortenberry is sur-
vived by her son, Ronald 
“Ron” Fortenberry (Kay); 
son Randy Fortenberry 
(Kristi) daughter Robin 
Slaughter (Chris) niece El-
lyn Foltz (Paul) nephew 
John Watts (Linda) grand-
children; Tyler Fortenberry 
(Chelsea Smith) Hailey, Sa-
die, Carter Jane and Macy 
Moon, Logan, Molly, Park-
er, Collin and Hudson. Two 
great, great grandchildren 
Lyra and Luca Fortenberry.

A visitation was held 
Monday January 6, 2026, at 
Williams Southside Chapel. 
Funeral services were con-
ducted immediately follow-
ing visitation in the chapel 
of Williams Southside Cha-
pel. Burial followed with in-
terment beside her husband.

In lieu of flowers please 
make donations to United 
Way.

Georgia Eugenias
Georgia Eugenias left her 

earthly body and passed into 
her heavenly resting place on 
December 31, 2025. 

She passed peacefully in 
her sleep at McGuffey nurs-
ing home surrounded by the 
most caring and loving care-
givers. 

Georgia was born August 
18, 1932 and was the third 
daughter of George and Am-
fithea Malfas.

In 1952 she married the 
love of her life Lambros Eu-
genias from Samos, Greece, 
and had two children Emanu-
el and Amfithia “Thea” Bass. 
Georgia was proceeded in 
death by her parents, her two 
sisters, her beloved daughter, 
Thea, and her step grandson, 
Brandon Scott, Sparks, and 
her husband Lambros. 

Georgia, and Lambros 
owned the Sombrero restau-
rant, the Empire restaurant, 
and Manny steak and seafood 
house and a very successful 
catering business.

Georgia is survived by her 
son Emmanuel (Velda) of 
Gadsden, step granddaugh-
ter Stephanie Jae Sparks of 
Gadsden and granddaugh-
ter Alexis (Taylor) Noon of 
Brunswick, Georgia, and 
three great grandsons Ga-
brielle Mitchell of Gadsden, 
Noah Moon and Micah Moon 
of Brunswick, Georgia.

 Georgia was a member of 
the holy Trinity- Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox church in 
Birmingham. Her family 
faith, and Greek culture were 
the most important parts of 
her life. 

She listed among her most 
loved family that she will 
miss as the Vezertzis and 
Condell family in Gadsden, 
the Patelos family in Bir-
mingham, the Gulas family 
in Chattanooga, the Malfas 
family in Chicago, her two 
nieces in Greece Danai Ev-
genia and Evagelia, Myti-
linou and the Pampoukas 
familyin Basel, Switzerland. 
She leaves her dearest friend 
from college, Barbara Rus-
sell of Gadsden and dear 
friends too many to mention.

Georgia was an active and 
hard-working woman. As her 
son put it, “She was the best 
cooker in the world”. Any-
one who ate her food would 
agree. She was very civic 
minded and  very involved in 
her community.

Special accolades were her 
leadership skills, “she was 
lovingly referred to as Gen-
eral by her immediate fam-
ily. She was the first woman 
president of the Alabama 
Restaurant Association. She 
served as president of The 
Altrusa Club and the beautifi-
cation board and served on a 
board of the Gadsden Etowah 
tourism association, she was 
one of the founders of the 
taste of Gadsden.
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OBITUARIES
Jackie William Clark
ATTALLA - Jackie Wil-

liam Clark, born on Janu-
ary 24, 1954, in Alabama, 
passed away on December 
19, 2025, at the age of 71. 
Jackie was a resident of At-
talla, Alabama.

Jeffrey Alan Toole 
GLENCOE - Funeral 

service for Jeffrey Alan 
Toole, age 65 of Glencoe, 
was held Tuesday, January 
6, 2026 at Glencoe Hokes 
Bluff Funeral Home with 
Pastor Anthony Copeland 
officiating the services. 

Mr. Toole passed away at 
Tanner Medical Center in 
Carrollton, Georgia January 
3, 2026. He was preceded in 
death by his daughter, Man-
dy Marie Pierson, grandson, 
Triston Allynn Toole, father, 
Archie Lee Toole, sisters, 
Karen, Tina, and Sheila 
Toole.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his wife, Abby 
Toole, daughter, Erin Col-
lier, grandchildren, Gen-
esis, Amber, and Jaz`Lynne 
Collier, mother, Barbara 
Parrish, several nieces and 
nephews.

Mr. Toole was a mem-
ber of Immanuel Baptist 
Church. He graduated from 
Cross Keys High School, 
Georgia. He was the store 
manager at Farmers Fur-
niture for 26 years where 
he retired. He was very in-
volved in his family and an 
avid Alabama Football fan.

Family request no flow-
ers and that donations may 
be made to ASPCA to help 
save animals, www.aspca.
org, or you can donate to St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital, 
www.stjude.org.

Jessica Rose Parker
GADSDEN - Jessica 

Rose Parker, age 41, of 
Gadsden, Alabama, passed 
away on December 30, 
2025. Jessica was born on 
February 2, 1984, and was 
deeply loved by her family 
and friends.

Jessica worked at Cedar 
Ridge Pet Camp as a profes-
sional dog groomer and took 
great pride in caring for the 
animals entrusted to her. She 
loved life, had the biggest 
heart, and would help any-
one without question, and 
her personality could light 
up any room.

Jessica is survived by 
her children, Makon Parker 
and Kalista Parker. She is 
also survived by her par-
ents, Steve Parker and Rose 
Humphrey, who cherished 
her dearly.

A memorial service to 
honor Jessica’s life will be 
held at 3:00 p.m. at Mor-
gan Funeral Home in At-
talla, Alabama. Family and 
friends are invited to gather, 
remember, and celebrate 
the joy and kindness she 
brought to everyone who 
knew her.

John Hammock
GADSDEN - Visitation 

will be begin at Noon on 
Friday, January 9, 2026, and 
the Funeral will be at 2 pm 
at Crestwood Funeral Home 
for John Hammock, age 85, 
Gadsden, AL, who died Jan-
uary 3, 2026. Jason Kirby 
will officiate. There will be 
no graveside service as John 
wished to be cremated. The 
Family requests casual dress 
as John was most comfort-
able in Magellan brand 
shirts, shorts, and sandals or 
sneakers.

John Hammock graduated 
from Gadsden High School 
and Jacksonville State Uni-
versity, served in the Army 
Reserves, and worked at 
the steel plant in Gadsden 
for over 20 years, where he 
strived to find the best hid-
ing spots to read the news-
paper and take a nap. 

John, Johnny to his 
friends, was a natural born 
storyteller and certified yap-
per. He was the kind of fella 
that never met a stranger. He 
could talk about football, 
baseball, geography, history, 
the supernatural, books, mu-
sic, and movies, but he really 

loved to talk politics. A life-
long liberal, he kept abreast 
of national news, and read 
the local newspaper every-
day. He taught his daughters 
not to trust the government 
or anyone over 30. He cel-
ebrated Veteran’s Day by 
planning out how many free 
meals he could get in one 
day and which friend would 
accompany him. This and 
his enthusiasm for any free 
meal earned him the name 
“Free Food Johnny” at his 
neighborhood pub.

Johnny felt most at home 
in two places - out in na-
ture and in a comfy chair in 
the library. He loved nature 
and encouraged that love in 
his family, friends and any 
stranger that would listen. 
After he retired, he spent 
time traveling to different 
states to hike portions of 
the Appalachian Trail. He 
visited National Parks and 
beaches all over the U.S., 
but he would say that the 
mountains of North Geor-
gia always called him home. 
He spent a few months ev-
ery year at, or nearby, Vo-
gel State Park. He spent 
every day he could at the 
Gadsden Public library. He 
befriended members of the 
staff there over the years 
and thought of them as his 
honorary grandkids. They 
have a special chair for him 
and always had a newspaper 
ready. I’m sure the library 
seems extra quiet now, but 
hopefully not for long as he 
was asked to haunt them af-
ter his passing.  

John instilled values in his 
daughters such as a sense 
of adventure, imagination, 
whimsy and a love of horror 
movies. Known to be a bit 
stubborn (who said that?), 
he also taught his daughters 
how to debate and argue 
their points, something he 
may have regretted at cer-
tain points along his life. 
When they were young, he 
took them traveling every 
Summer and to the library 
every Saturday, sharing his 
passion for learning, expe-
riencing new places, and 
considering new and differ-
ent ideas.

After the funeral, family 
and friends are invited to 
join his daughters for John's 
favorite meal deals: soup, 
salad and breadsticks at Ol-
ive Garden.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Suzanne (Su-
zie) Hammock and Melanie 
(Cookie) Kirby, his son-in-
law, Jason Kirby, his brother 
Mac Hammock, his sister, 
Sally Hammock, and his 
many nieces and nephews, 
Lisa, Ted, Jeff, Kay, David, 
Tim and Rhonda.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents, James and Hel-
en Hammock, his wife, Judy 
Hammock, and his brothers, 
Jim Hammock, Ken Ham-
mock, and Robert Ham-
mock. A friend to all ani-
mals, he will also be met by 
his special pets, Pepi, Toby, 
and granddog Murphy. 

Honorary Pallbearers will 
be Doug Pritchett, Don Cot-
ton, and the entire staff of 
the Gadsden Public Library.

Special Thanks to Carol 
Wright and Amber McFa-
dyen at the GPL, the staff 
at Encompass Health, and 
Hospice Nurses/Heroes, 
Britney Hamilton and Kayla 
Howington. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to your Local Li-
brary or Humane Society.

John Matthew Guest
RAINBOW CITY - John 

Matthew Guest was born on 
April 6, 1967, in Alabama. 
He passed away on January 
1, 2026, at the age of 58. He 
was a resident of Rainbow 
City, Alabama.

Judy K. Cook 
HOKES BLUFF - Fu-

neral service for Mrs. Judy 
K. Cook, 82, of Hokes Bluff 
was held Monday, January 
5, 2026 at Glencoe Hokes 
Bluff Funeral Home with 
Rev. Tony Holland and Rev. 
Samuel Roe officiating. 
Burial followed at Liberty 
United Methodist Church 
Cemetery. 

Our loving mother went 

to be with the Lord on Tues-
day, December 30, 2025 
surrounded by her family.

She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Don Cook; 
daughter, Sharon (Tootsie) 
Tidmore Trippe; parents, 
Knox F. and Betty Mae 
Keener; brothers, K.C. 
Keener and James E. Keen-
er; sisters, Helen Gentry and 
Betty Ann Keener.

Left to cherish her memo-
ries are her daughter, Amy 
Cook; sons, Todd (Whitney) 
and Byron (Melissa) Tid-
more sons-in-law, Michael 
Burgess and Clark Trippe; 
6 grandkids and 4 great-
grandkids; best friend, Edith 
Turner; and several nieces 
and nephews.

A special thanks to ACG 
Hospice and the Hokes 
Bluff Senior Center for 
bringing mom her food over 
the past years, also thanks to 
her church family at Liberty 
Methodist Church.

Lorene Wallace Suits
Lorene Wallace Suits 

was born October 19, 1931 
to Abe and Lula Wallace. 
She married S.D. “Buster” 
Suits on March 3, 1950 and 
together they had four chil-
dren.

She was a beloved Wife, 
Mother, Grandmother, Great 
Grandmother, Great-Great-
Grandmother and friend to 
many.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, her husband, 
all nine of her siblings, son, 
Dewayne Suits and grand-
son, Dane Suits.

She is survived by her 
son, Dennis (Rebecca) Suits, 
daughters Denita Farmer, 
Dana Smith, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-grandson.

Lorene was raised in the 
South Gadsden Commu-
nity. She graduated from 
Etowah High School in 
1949. She worked at Piz-
itz and McRae's where she 
enjoyed selling cosmetics. 
Lorene then went to work at 
the Etowah Tourism Board. 
Her last job was Walmart 
as a door-greeter. She was a 
member of Higher Ground 
Baptist Church.

The family would like to 
thank her caregivers Cathy 
Hicks, Stevie Ivey and Jane 
Clayton, Nurse Amy Clough 
and Misty Patterson with 
ACG Hospice for the ex-
traordinary love, care, com-
passion and kindness that 
they showed her.

Martha Evelyn 
Pullin Morehead

A funeral service for Mar-
tha Evelyn Pullin Morehead 
will be held at 3 pm on Sat-
urday, January 10, 2026, at 
City Church in Rainbow 
City, Alabama. The fam-
ily will accept friends from 
1 pm until the hour of the 
service at the church. Pas-
tor Doug Baker will offici-
ate. She will be laid to rest 
at Sylvan Abbey Memorial 
Park in Clearwater, Flori-
da. Collier-Butler Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Pallbearers will be R. 
Scott Morehead, Tomas 
Morehead, Will Morehead, 
Larry Wayne Morehead II, 

Matthew Mundy, and Ryan 
Mundy.

Honorary pallbearers will 
be Robert Reed, Larry W. 
Morehead.

The family wishes to 
express special thanks to 
friends, Cathie Scarbrough 
MD, Rebecca Hairelson, 
Robert and Sherin Reed, 
and Leslie Johnson Malone 
( Proverbs 18:24).

Mary Gilliland Sims
GLENCOE - A graveside 

service for Mary “Janella” 
Gilliland Sims, 90 of Glen-
coe, was held Thursday, 
January 8, 2025 at the Ala-
bama National Cemetery in 
Montevallo. Rev. Anthony 
Copeland officiated the ser-
vice.

She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Colonel 
Thomas J. Sims; parents, 
Q.B. and Ruby Gilliland; 
sister, Maverene Dobbs and 
Annette Mayo; and brother, 
Allen Gilliland.

She leaves behind her 
son, John Timothy Sims; 
grandchild, Savannah Sims; 
nieces and nephews, Judy 
Tidwell, Sherry Young, 
Charlotte Herring, Libby 
Salzer, Patty Standridge, 
David Dobbs, Pam Bearden, 
and Jeanie Perry.

Janella worked for the 
Government for 25 years; 
she owned Sims Jewelers. 
She was a graduate of Emma 
Samson High School and a 
graduate of Business Col-
lege. She was a member of 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
and the Hokes Bluff Eastern 
Star. Janella was a devoted 
mother and wife who trav-
eled many parts of the world 
with the love of her life; she 
will be so deeply missed by 
all who knew and loved her.

Special thanks to Butter-
fly Home Care.

Michael Stephen 
“Steve” Guyton 

Michael Stephen "Steve" 
Guyton passed away on De-
cember 25, 2025, at the age 
of 73. Michael was born on 
November 21, 1952. 

A celebration of life was 
held at 12:00 PM on Satur-
day, January 3, 2026, at Col-
lier-Butler Funeral Home. 

If you knew our Uncle 
Steve then you know how 
great of a guy he was. He 
was a true Alabama football 
fan and always knew exact-
ly what time they played and 
never missed a game. You’d 
find him outside most days 
with his dogs letting them 
run. He always loved all of 

his beautiful Irish setters so 
much. He was a loving son, 
brother, brother in law, un-
cle and friend.

He was preceded in death 
by his father-Robert Guy-
ton; Mother, Vennie Guyton; 
brother, Alan Guyton; sister, 
Myra Pointer; and great 
niece, Makenzie Pointer 
Lancaster.

He is survived by his 
brother in law, Gary Pointer; 
nephews, Michael (Jennifer) 
Pointer and Garrett Pointer; 
nieces, Genny (Joseph) Duf-
fey, Morgan Pointer; great 
nephews, Taylor Pointer, 
Alec Pointer, and Gabriel 
Duffey; and great niece, 
Payton Duffey.

We have so many memo-
ries of Steve. Going over 
to his house, hanging out 
by the creek, pizza nights, 
birthdays and holidays-he’s 
always been here. It’s go-
ing to be hard without you. 
We needed you here with 
us. We love you uncle Steve 
and until we see you again, 
“Roll Tide!”

Pamella Michele Autwell
SARDIS CITY - Pam 

Autwell, age 54, of Sar-
dis City, AL, passed away 
on Tuesday, December 30, 
2025 at Huntsville Hospital.

Pam was best known for 
her hard work, love for her 
family and love for her ani-
mals. Her kids were her life 
and her love for her husband 
was deep. He was her soul-
mate.

She is survived by her 
husband; Tim Autwell, 
children; Casey Champion 
and Aaron Champion, sis-
ter; Melisa Smith, brother; 
James (Shannon) Cunning-
ham, nieces; Summer (Park-
er) Young, Shelby Bearden, 
nephew; Matt Bearden and 
mother-in-law; Ruth Aut-
well.

She is preceded in death 
by her loving mother; Bar-
bara Campbell, father; Andy 
Cunningham and step-son; 
Lane Autwell.

Her Funeral Service was 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 6, 
2026 at Etowah Memorial 
Chapel. 

Peggy Imogene Sharpton
Peggy Imogene Sharp-

ton, born on November 25, 
1928, passed away on De-
cember 30, 2025, at the age 
of 97. She was a resident of 
Pensacola, Florida.

Funeral services for Peg-
gy was held at Morgan Fu-
neral Chapel, Attalla, AL on 
Thursday, January 8, 2025. 

Peggy was a loving, 
Christian, and generous 

person. She loved to play 
games, dance, and fellow-
ship with friends & family. 
Her favorite color was blue 
and her favorite flower was 
red roses. In her later years 
if you called her and ask 
her how she felt she would 
say I’m not jumping rope 
but doing okay. If this old 
knee wouldn’t hurt I would 
be fine. Peggy was a devot-
ed wife and daughter. She 
also loved to talk about her 
dachshunds - Hilda, Heidi, 
and baby Jane. Peggy had 
some family but had lots of 
friends that were like sisters. 
She will be missed, never 
forgotten and always loved.

She was preceded in death 
by her mother Clara L Bun-
tyn, husband Harold Sharp-
ton, big mama Emily Terry, 
and aunt Mary E White.

Peggy is survived by a 
second cousin Chris Thack-
er, many nieces and neph-
ews from her husband fam-
ily, and special friends that 
were like family.

Rebecca Wilcher
A celebration of life will 

be held on Saturday, Janu-
ary 17, 2026 at Fellowship 
Baptist Church 807 Ave. C 
Gadsden, Al 35901 for Re-
becca Wilcher.

Thuy Trong Pham
Funeral service for Thuy 

Trong Pham, 70, of Gadsden 
will be held 2pm Sunday, 
January 11, 2026 at Glencoe 
Hokes Bluff Funeral Home. 
The family will receive 
friends from 10am until time 
of service at the funeral home.

Thuy passed away on 
Monday, January 5, 2026 
at Gadsden Regional Medi-
cal Center. He is preceded 
in death by his mother, Bong 
Thi Pham; father, Yen Van 
Pham; sister, Dep Thi Tran; 
and sister-in-law, Kim Vo.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 50 years, Nga 
Thi Vo; daughter, Uyen Binh 
Pham “Tina Kelly” (Michael 
B. Kelly) of Canton, Geor-
gia; sons, Huy Cuong (Hue 
“Heather”) Nguyen of Gads-
den, Huy Phuong (Dung 
Truong) Nguyen of Georgia, 
Dinh Thai Nguyen (Quynh 
Mai Tran) of Vietnam, Vu 
Van Pham of Gulf Shores, Al-
abama, and Chuong Huynh 
Pham of Belgium; grandchil-
drens, Alvinh Nguyen, An-
drew Nguyen, Alfred Nguy-
en, Kristina Nguyen, and 
Dinh Phong Nguyen; sisters, 
Thanh Hoa (John) Clavino 
of Georgia, Hoang Vo (Tom 
Sevarit) of Southside, and 
Dao Vo (Hai Chung) of At-
talla; brothers, Thu Vo (Hu-
ong Nguyen) of Atlanta, Tam 
Vo (Tam Bui) of Atlanta, and 
Minh Vo (Mai Le) of Texas.

Mr. Pham enjoyed fish-
ing, cooking, and traveling 
to Vietnam where he was 
originally form. Thuy has re-
sided in Gadsden since 1989 
and retired from Fruit of the 
Loom.

The family would like to 
extend a special thanks to 
the MICU staff at Gadsden 
Regional for their care and 
attention given during Mr. 
Phams illness.



____________
FORECLOSURE

 NOTICE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness de-
scribed in and secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by BETTY L. 
BARKER, unmarried, 
as Mortgagor(s) to Am-
South Bank, now to RE-
GIONS BANK successor 
by merger with AmSouth 
Bank, as Mortgagee, 
dated the 25th day of 
October, 2006, and re-
corded in Instrument No. 
3260245; said mortgage 
being modified by in-
strument dated July 26, 
2007 and recorded in In-
strument No. 328744, et 
seq. of the records in the 
Office of the Judge of 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama; said 
default continuing, no-
tice is hereby given that 
the undersigned will, 
under and by virtue of 
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage 
sell at public outcry for 
cash to the highest bid-
der during legal hours 
of sale, on the 29th 
day of January, 2026, 
in the city of Gadsden, 
at the front door of the 
Court House of Etowah 
County, Alabama, the 
following described real 
property situated in the 
County of Etowah, State 
of Alabama, to-wit:

All that real property 
situate, lying and be-
ing in the County of 
Etowah, State of Ala-
bama, described as fol-
lows, to-wit: Lot(s) 22 
-24 in Block 4, Roberts 
Avenue, according to 
the map or plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 
“C”, Page 96- 97 in the 
Office of the Judge of 
Probate, Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama

This property will be 
sold on an “as is, where 
is” basis, subject to any 
easements, encum-
brances, reservations 
and exceptions reflected 
in the mortgage and/or 
those contained in the 
records of the office of 
the Judge of Probate 
of the county where the 
above-described prop-
erty is situated.  This 
property will be sold 
without warranty or re-
course, expressed or 
implied as to title, use 
and/or enjoyment and 
will be sold subject to 
the right of redemption 
of all parties entitled 
thereto.  Alabama law 
gives some persons 
who have an interest in 
property the right to re-
deem the property under 
certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process.

Said sale will be made 
for the purpose of pay-
ing said indebtedness 
and the expenses inci-
dent to this sale, includ-
ing a reasonable attor-
ney’s fee, and the other 
purposes set out in said 
mortgage. The sale will 
be conducted subject 
to confirmation that the 
sale is not prohibited un-
der the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and also to final 
confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan 
with the Mortgagee.

REGIONS BANK suc-
cessor by merger with 
AmSouth Bank
Holder of said Mortgage
Goodman G. Ledyard
PIERCE LEDYARD 
JOHNSTON, P.C.                                                 
Attorneys for Mortgagee
Post Office Box 161389
Mobile, Alabama  36616
 (251) 338-1300

December 26, 2025. 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of the 
loan documents secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by Kimberly D 
Herrera, and, Lorenzo 
Herrera to Navy Federal 
Credit Union dated May 
15, 2018; said mortgage 
being recorded on May 
17, 2018 as Instrument 
No. 3467725 in the Of-
fice of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama.

The undersigned, Navy 
Federal Credit Union, 

under and by virtue of 
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for 
cash before the main 
entrance of the Court 
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm), 
on January 26, 2026 the 
following property, situ-
ated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:

Lots Number One and 
Two (1 & 2), in Block 
Forty-Two (42), of Bel-
levue Highlands First 
Addition, as recorded in 
Plat book “B”, Page 286-
290, in the Probate Of-
fice of Etowah County, 
Gadsden, Alabama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 300 
Harts Ave, Gadsden, AL 
35904.

Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold 
subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (in-
cluding taxes which are 
a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), the right 
of redemption of any 
taxing authority, all out-
standing liens for public 
utilities which constitute 
liens upon the proper-
ty, any matters which 
might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and 
inspection of the prop-
erty, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, 
easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, special as-
sessments, covenants, 
the statutory right of 
redemption pursuant 
to Alabama law, and 
any matters of record 
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set 
out above. Said prop-
erty will be sold on an 
“as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty 
or recourse against the 
above-named or the un-
dersigned. The success-
ful bidder must present 
certified funds in the 
amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.

Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 
an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
and (2) to final confirma-
tion and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the 
holder of the Mortgage.

NAVY FEDERAL CRED-
IT UNION
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 24-06237AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net
24-06237AL

December 26, 2025,
January 2 and 9, 2026

_______________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment of 
the indebtedness
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Blake M Leath, an un-
married man, originally 
in favor of Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Southern Home 
Mortgage Corp., its suc-
cessors and assigns, on 
May 23, 2016, said mort-
gage recorded in the Of-
fice of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama, in Instrument 
Number 3434610; with 
Modification Agreement 
recorded on November 
07, 2023 in Instrument 
Number 3566011, also 
signed by Morgan Mi-
chelle Leath; the under-
signed MidFirst Bank, 
as Mortgagee/Transfer-
ee, under and by virtue 
of the power of sale 
contained in said mort-
gage, will sell at public 

outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash, in front 
of the main entrance of 
the Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama, on February 4, 
2026, during the legal 
hours of sale, all of its 
rights, title, and interest 
in and to the following 
described real estate, 
situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-
wit: All that part of the 
NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of 
Section 12, Township 10 
South, Range 5 East of 
the Huntsville Merid-
ian, more particularly 
described as follows: 
Commencing at a rail-
road spike found at the 
Northeast corner of the 
NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 
of said section; thence 
along the North line of 
said section, North 88 
degrees 24 minutes 34 
seconds West a dis-
tance of 708.00 feet to 
an iron pin set, within the 
right-of-way of Horton 
Gap Road, at the Point 
of Beginning. From said 
Point of Beginning, leav-
ing said section and 
right-of-way, South 02 
degrees 10 minutes 
15 seconds East a dis-
tance of 362.81 feet 
to a 3/8 inch rebar iron 
found; thence South 60 
degrees 57 minutes 47 
seconds West a dis-
tance of 139.82 feet to 
an iron pin set; thence 
North 02 degrees 10 
minutes 15 seconds 
West a distance of 
434.19 feet to an iron 
pin set on North line of 
said section said point 
being within the right-of-
way of said Horton Gap 
Road; thence within said 
right-of-way and along 
said section line, South 
88 degrees 24 minutes 
34 seconds East a dis-
tance of 125.00 feet to 
the Point of Beginning, 
less and except any 
easements or rights-of-
way, and being a portion 
of the NE 1/4 of the NE 
1/4 of Section 12, Town-
ship 10 South, Range 
5 East of the Huntsville 
Meridian, Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama.. Property 
street address for in-
formational purposes: 
5255 Horton Gap Rd , 
Boaz, AL 35956. THIS 
PROPERTY WILL BE 
SOLD ON AN “AS IS, 
WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY 
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED 
AS TO TITLE, USE 
AND/OR ENJOYMENT 
AND WILL BE SOLD 
SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES 
ENTITLED THERETO. 
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part 
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made 
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness 
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure. 
The successful bidder 
must tender a non-re-
fundable deposit of 
Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) in certified 
funds made payable to 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. at 
the time and place of the 
sale. The balance of the 
purchase price plus any 
deed recording costs 
and transfer taxes must 
be paid in certified funds 
by noon the next busi-
ness day at the Law Of-
fice of Tiffany & Bosco, 
P.A. at the address in-
dicated below. Tiffany & 
Bosco, P.A. reserves the 
right to award the bid to 
the next highest bidder 
should the highest bid-
der fail to timely tender 
the total amount due. 
The Mortgagee/Trans-
feree reserves the right 
to bid for and purchase 
the real estate and to 
credit its purchase price 
against the expenses 
of sale and the indebt-
edness secured by the 
real estate. This sale is 
subject to postponement 
or cancellation. MidFirst 
Bank, (“Transferee”) 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A., 
2501 20th Place South, 
Suite 300, Homewood, 
AL 35223 www.tblaw.
com TB File Num-
ber: 25-13644-MF-AL 
01/02/2026, 01/09/2026, 
01/16/2026

January 2, 9, and 16, 
2026

____________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness se-
cured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Charles McGriff and 
Spouse, Myra McGriff, 
originally in favor of 
Compass Bank, on April 
14, 2009, said mortgage 
recorded in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument 
Number 3312592; the 
undersigned PNC Bank, 
National Association, 
successor by merger 
to BBVA USA, former-
ly known as Compass 
Bank, as Mortgagee/
Transferee, under and 
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained in 
said mortgage, will sell 
at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, 
in front of the main en-
trance of the Courthouse 
at Gadsden, Etowah 
County, Alabama, on 
February 4, 2026, during 
the legal hours of sale, 
all of its rights, title, 
and interest in and to 
the following described 
real estate, situated in 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit: Lot Num-
bers Twenty Seven 27 
and Twenty Eight 28, in 
Block Number Four 4, in 
Elliot Park First Addition, 
according to the map 
therefore recorded in 
Plat Book B, Page 118 
and 119, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, and lying and be-
ing in Gadsden, formerly 
Alabama City, Etowah 
County, Alabama.. Prop-
erty street address for 
informational purpos-
es: 3612 Western Ave 
, Gadsden, AL 35904. 
THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS 
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY 
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED 
AS TO TITLE, USE 
AND/OR ENJOYMENT 
AND WILL BE SOLD 
SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES 
ENTITLED THERETO. 
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part 
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made 
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness 
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure. 
The successful bidder 
must tender a non-re-
fundable deposit of 
Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) in certified 
funds made payable to 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. at 
the time and place of the 
sale. The balance of the 
purchase price plus any 
deed recording costs 
and transfer taxes must 
be paid in certified funds 
by noon the next busi-
ness day at the Law Of-
fice of Tiffany & Bosco, 
P.A. at the address in-
dicated below. Tiffany & 
Bosco, P.A. reserves the 
right to award the bid to 
the next highest bidder 
should the highest bid-
der fail to timely tender 
the total amount due. 
The Mortgagee/Trans-
feree reserves the right 
to bid for and purchase 
the real estate and to 
credit its purchase price 
against the expenses of 
sale and the indebted-
ness secured by the real 
estate. This sale is sub-
ject to postponement or 
cancellation. PNC Bank, 
National Association, 
successor by merger 
to BBVA USA, former-
ly known as Compass 
Bank, (“Transferee”) 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A., 
2501 20th Place South, 
Suite 300, Homewood, 
AL 35223 www.tblaw.
com TB File Number: 
23-02017 01/02/2026, 
01/09/2026, 01/16/2026

January 2, 9, and 16, 
2026

______________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE 
SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of the 
loan documents secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by Jeffery 
B Gibson, an unmar-
ried man, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for 

Hamilton Mortgage Cor-
poration, its successors 
and assigns dated July 
27, 2017; said mortgage 
being recorded on Au-
gust 3, 2017 as Instru-
ment No. 3454429 in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama. Said 
Mortgage was last sold, 
assigned and trans-
ferred to Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC D/B/A Mr. 
Cooper by assignment 
recorded as Instrument 
No. 3493610 in the Of-
fice of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama.

The undersigned, Na-
tionstar Mortgage LLC, 
under and by virtue of 
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for 
cash before the main 
entrance of the Court 
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm), 
on May 29, 2025 the 
following property, situ-
ated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:

Lots Number Seven (7) 
and Eight (8) in Block 
Number Two (2) Elli-
son Second Addition as 
recorded in Plat Book 
B, page 243, Probate 
Office, Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, and lying 
and being in Gadsden, 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 2936 E 
Highland St, Altoona, AL 
35952.

Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold 
subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (in-
cluding taxes which are 
a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), the right 
of redemption of any 
taxing authority, all out-
standing liens for public 
utilities which constitute 
liens upon the proper-
ty, any matters which 
might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and 
inspection of the prop-
erty, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, 
easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, special as-
sessments, covenants, 
the statutory right of 
redemption pursuant 
to Alabama law, and 
any matters of record 
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set 
out above. Said prop-
erty will be sold on an 
“as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty 
or recourse against the 
above-named or the un-
dersigned. The success-
ful bidder must present 
certified funds in the 
amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.

Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 
an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
and (2) to final confirma-
tion and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the 
holder of the Mortgage.

NATIONSTAR MORT-
GAGE LLC
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 25-06879AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

The Messenger
05/02/2025,05/09/2025
,05/16/2025,06/20/2025
,07/18/2025,08/22/2025
,09/26/2025,10/31/2025
,12/19/2025,01/09/2026

AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

The sale date under the 
above mentioned No-

tice of Mortgage Fore-
closure Sale has been 
postponed until July 2, 
2025, and public notice 
thereof having been giv-
en, the above notice is 
hereby republished with 
this amendment.

The Messenger, June 
20, 2025
AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been post-
poned until August 6, 
2025, and public notice 
thereof having been giv-
en, the above notice is 
hereby republished with 
this amendment.

The Messenger, July 18, 
2025

AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been post-
poned until September 
10, 2025, and public no-
tice thereof having been 
given, the above notice 
is hereby republished 
with this amendment.

The Messenger, August 
22, 2025

AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been post-
poned until October 10, 
2025, and public notice 
thereof having been giv-
en, the above notice is 
hereby republished with 
this amendment.

The Messenger, Sep-
tember 26, 2025

AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been post-
poned until November 
12, 2025, and public no-
tice thereof having been 
given, the above notice 
is hereby republished 
with this amendment.

The Messenger, Octo-
ber 31, 2025

AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been post-
poned until January 7, 
2026, and public notice 
thereof having been giv-
en, the above notice is 
hereby republished with 
this amendment.

The Messenger, De-
cember 19, 2025

AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been post-
poned until February 11, 
2026, and public notice 
thereof having been giv-
en, the above notice is 
hereby republished with 
this amendment.

The Messenger, Janu-
ary 9, 2026
25-06879AL

January 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Angela Pinson was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
07/18/2018 to the Es-
tate of Christopher Pin-
son, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Mary Nichole Sowell 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/18/2025 to 
the Estate of Jimmy Bar-
ron, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell

Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Timothy Stephens was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 11/25/2025 to the 
Estate of Shirley Jean 
Stephens, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Anthony Carter Bellew 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/26/2025 to 
the Estate of Bertha Lu-
vena Bellew, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

James Robert Morgan, 
Jr., John Todd Morgan, 
and Vickie Marie Mor-
gan Lasseter was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
12/01/2025 to the Estate 
of Bertha Vivian M. Mor-
gan, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Jacob Millican, ESQ. 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 12/01/2025 
to the Estate of Jer-
ry Claude Talley, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Lara E. Graves was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/01/2025 to the Estate 
of Mattie Jo Graves, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Stephen James Marri-
ott was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 12/02/2025 to 
the Estate of Jane M. 
Petty a/k/a Jane Carole 
Marriott, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Matt Hill was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
12/02/2025 to the Estate 
of Charles Sims A/K/A 
Charles Edward Sims, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Justin L. Brown was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/02/2025 to the Es-
tate of David Lawrence 
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Brown, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Paulette C. Rogers was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/03/2025 to the Estate 
of Jerry Donald Rog-
ers, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Stacey Lawder was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/03/2025 over the Es-
tate of John William Gi-
lam, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Edgar Howard was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 12/09/2025 to the 
Estate of Wymon How-
ard, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Michael Anthony 
Daugette was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
12/09/2025 to the Estate 
of Wanda Faye Couey 
Daugette, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Phyliss Darlene Scott 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 12/10/2025 to 
the Estate of Ricky Del-
aney Scott, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

December 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Dena D. Ponder was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/05/2025 to the Es-
tate of Delores J. Ault-
man, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Judy Panell Elkins was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/05/2025 to the Es-
tate of Norma H. Pan-
ell, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Sharon Y. Page was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/08/2025 to the Estate 
of Carolyn Ann Ren-
froe, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23,  
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Jimmie Frank Smith, 
Jr. was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 12/10/2025 
to the Estate of Doris 
Jean Weaver Smith, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Debora K. Thomas was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/11/2025 to the Es-
tate of Froscina Dewese 
Hand, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Matthew Mabrey was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/12/2025 over the Es-
tate of Barbara Laverne 
Prichett, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Patricia Rice was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
12/15/2025 to the Es-
tate of Shirley T. Spark-
man, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Angel Hollingsworth 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 12/15/2025 
over the Estate of Jerry 
Wayne Hollingsworth, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Malinda Dunn was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
12/17/2025 to the Estate 
of john David Jones, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Brandi D. Thomas 
Williamson was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
12/29/2025 to the Estate 
of Connie D. Arivett, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
FILE CLAIMS

Donna Skaggs was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 12/30/2025 to the 
Estate of Carolyn Kha-
dan, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9,16, and 23, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF ESTATE 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 

COUNTY, ALABAMA 

THE ESTATE OF: 
KENNETH E. 
STEPHENS, 
DECEASED
Case No.: 2025-00579 

A Petition for Summary 
Distribution of the Es-
tate of KENNETH E. 
STEPHENS, Deceased, 
having been submitted 
to the Honorable Scott 
W. Hassell, Judge of 
Probate, by Petitioner, 
JOYCE STEPHENS on 
the 23rd day of Decem-
ber, 2025; notice is here-
by given that all persons 
contesting said Petition 
shall file a response 
thereto with the Judge of 
Probate, Etowah Coun-
ty, P.O. Box 187, Gads-
den, AL 35902, within 
thirty (30) days of this 
date of publication. 

Done this 7th day of 
January 2026. 

Scott W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE 

January 9, 2026
_____________

NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
LEIGH WINECOFF, AL-
LEGED INCAPACITAT-
ED 
Case #: 2025-733 

TO: John Winecoff 
& Clint Wilks, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known 

Please take notice that 
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above 
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate, and fur-
ther, that the 11th  day 
of FEBRUARY 2026 at 
1:00 p.m. was appoint-
ed a day and time for 
hearing on said Petition, 
thereof at which time 
you may appear and 
support and/or contest 
the Petition, if you so 
choose. 

DONE THIS THE 31ST 
DAY OF DECEMBER 
2025 

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE 

January 9, 16, and 23, 
2026

______________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
BILLY JOE BUGGS, 
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED 
Case #: 2025-748 

TO: Tranita Gentry, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 

Please take notice that 
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above 
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate, and further, 
that the 3rd day of FEB-
RUARY 2026 at 1:00 
p.m. was appointed a 
day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof 
at which time you may 
appear and support and/
or contest the Petition, if 
you so choose. 

DONE THIS THE 5TH 
DAY OF JANUARY 2026 

Scott W. Hassell 
PROBATE JUDGE 

January 9, 16, and 23, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 
WILLIAM E. MARTIN, 
DECEASED. 
Case No.: 2025-00467 

TO: Madeline Martin; 
whereabouts unknown 

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that there has 
been filed in this Court a 
Petition for 
Letters of Administra-
tion and Appointment of 
Court Administrator for 
the Estate of William E. 
Martin, deceased. 

You are FURTHER NO-
TIFIED to be in and ap-
pear before this Court 
on the 18th day of 
February, 2026 at 10:00 
a.m., when said petition 
will be heard and to con-
test the same if you 
deem proper. 

DONE THIS THE 6th 
DAY OF January 2026 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9, 16, 23, and 
30, 2026

_____________

NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
NANCY LOCONTO, 
INCAPACITATED 
Case #: 2025-678 

TO: Any interested party 

Please take notice that 
a PETITION TO SELL 
REAL PROPERTY be-
longing to the above ref-
erenced incapacitated 
individual was filed in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate, and further, 
that the 2nd day of FEB-
RUARY, 2026 at 2:30 
p.m. was appointed a 
day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof 
at which time you may 
appear and support and/
or contest the Petition, if 
you so choose. 

DONE THIS THE 7th 
DAY OF JANUARY, 
2026.

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE 

January 9, 16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
PUBLICATION

 NOTICE 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

In The Matter of the 
Adoption Petition of 
ZACHARY LAMON 
BOTHWELL 
CASE NO.:2025-00143 

TO: Darrell Dewayne 
Rudolph, Jr. 
Address unknown 

Please take notice that 
a petition for adoption 
of a child born to Anna 
Hutchison Bothwell has 
been filed in said Court 
by the Petitioner(s) 
named above alleging 
that the whereabouts 
of the biological father 
of said minor child are 
unknown and have 
not been disclosed to 
the Court. The minor 
child’s date of birth is 
07/30/2013. As a no-
tified party, you may 
appear in the adoption 
proceeding to contest 
or support the attached 
petition. Please be ad-
vised that if you intend 
to contest this adoption, 
you must file a written 
response within thirty 
(30) days of service of 
this notice with coun-
sel for said Petitioner, 
whose name and ad-
dress are as shown be-
low and with the Clerk of 
the Probate Court at the 
following address: P.O. 
Box 187, Gadsden, AL 
35902. If you fail to re-
spond within thirty (30) 
days and appear at the 
hearing, the Court may 
construe that failure as 
an implied consent to 
the adoption and waiv-
er of a right to appear 
and of further notice of 
the adoption proceed-
ings. If the adoption is 
approved, your parental 
rights, if any, will be con-
sidered terminated. 

Attorney for Petitioner: 
Victoria Parris Stigile, 
Esquire 945 Chestnut 
Street 
Gadsden, AL 35901 

Given under my hand 
this the 16th day of De-
cember 2025.
 
Scott W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE 

December 19, 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

____________
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

CASE NO.: 2025-00808 

STATE OF ALABAMA, 
EX REL 
JOHN R. COPPER, DI-
RECTOR OF THE AL-
ABAMA DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTA-
TION, 
Plaintiff, 

V. 

ANDREA LACHELL 
WHISENANT, an indi-
vidual; TOMAS FRAN-
CISCO, an individual; 
BECKY NORDGREN, 
Etowah County Tax Col-
lector; and any and all 
other unknown heirs, 
claimants or interest-
ed parties claiming any 
right, title, estate, lien, or 
interest in the real estate 
described herein, 
Defendants

NOTICE TO: UN-
KNOWN HEIRS, 
CLAIMANTS, AND/OR 
INTERESTED PARTIES 
ADDRESS: UNKNOWN 

You are here notified the 
State of Alabama, by 
and through their attor-
ney, John F. Porter, III, 
Esquire has filed a com-
plaint in writing seeking 
to condemn for the uses 
and purposes set forth 

in said complaint that 
certain real property lo-
cated in the County of 
Etowah, State of Ala-
bama, and described as 
follows: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION - 
TRACT 123 
A part of the SE 4 of the 
SE of Section 11, Town-
ship 12-Sm Range 6-E, 
identified as Tract No. 
123 on Project No. RCR-
028-759-0002 in Etowah 
County, Alabama and 
being more fully de-
scribed as follows: 

A house and Lot located 
at 1508 Sarah Street, 
Gadsden, Alabama, 
more particularly de-
scribed as: Lot Number 
Six (6), in Block Number 
One (1), in Manos Sub-
division according to the 
map thereof as recorde-
din Plat Book “D”, Page 
249, Probate Office, and 
lying and being in Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama. 

Please be advised that 
you have thirty (30) days 
of the date of the last 
publication to file an an-
swer or other response 
with the Clerk of the 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama, P.O. 
Box 187, Gadsden, AL 
35902 and the attorney 
for the Plaintiff, John F. 
Porter, III of The Por-
ter Law Group, P.C. at 
123 East Laurel Street, 
Scottsboro, Alabama 
35768. 

You are further notified 
that the hearing of said 
complaint has been set 
by this Court for Febru-
ary 11th, 2026 at 2:30, 
at which time you may 
appear and answer said 
complaint or file objec-
tions thereto if you so 
desire. 

If the application to con-
demn is granted by the 
Court, a Commissioner’s 
hearing will be sched-
uled within 30 days 
thereafter to determine 
damages which may be 
due the defendants. For 
information on the date 
and time of such hear-
ing, please contact the 
Probate Court during 
regular business hours 
at 256-549-5375. 

This the 5th day of Janu-
ary, 2026.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

January 9, 16, 23, and 
30, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 

CONDEMNATION
-FORFEITURE 

ACTION

STATE OF ALABAMA, 
ex rel: Etowah County 
Drug Enforcement Unit,

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO: CV-25-118-
GCD

PLAINTIFF
VS.
$3,000.00 U.S. 
Currency

DEFENDANTS
In Re:  Justin Lenard 
Glass

TO ANY PERSON, 
CORPORATION OR 
OTHER ENTITY CLAIM-
ING AN OWNER’S BO-
NA FIDE
INTEREST IN THE 
HEREINABOVE DE-
SCRIBED CURRENCY:

WHEREAS, the State 
of Alabama has filed 
its complaint in the 
above-described action 
seeking condemna-
tion, forfeiture, and ulti-
mate disposition of the 
above-described cur-
rency.  You are hereby 
notified that you must 
answer said Complaint 
by the 12th day of Feb-
ruary 2026.  Failure to 
file such answer shall 
result in your loss of any 
claimed owner’s or other 
interest in said currency.

DONE this the 11th day 
of December, 2025

Cassandra Johnson, 
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County, Ala-
bama

December 19, 26, 2025 
and January 2 and 9, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING

The Attalla Board of 
Adjustments will hold a 
public hearing on day, 
January 12, 2026 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers of Attalla City 
Hall located at 612 4th 
Street NW, Attalla, AL 
35954.  The following 
items will be considered:

A variance requested 
and filed by Lexi Brown 
to build a garage apart-
ment and eventually 
build a house on the 
property located at 4314 

Pleasant Valley Rd., 
Attalla, AL. 35954. The 
property at 4314 Pleas-
ant Valley Rd. is zoned 
M2 (General Industry).

Mandy Cash
City Clerk

January 9, 2026
___________

LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with 
Chapter 1, Title 39, 
Code of Alabama, 1975, 
notice is hereby given 
that Alabama Grading 
& Excavation, LLC, has 
completed the Contract 
George Wallace Drive 
Street Resurfacing Proj-
ect No. 3606 in Gads-
den, AL 35904 for the 
City of Gadsden, Own-
er(s), and have made 
request for final settle-
ment of said Contract. 
All persons having any 
claim for labor, materi-
als, or otherwise in con-
nection with this project 
should immediately noti-
fy Heath Williamson, PE 
for The City of Gadsden, 
Owner, 90 Broad Street, 
Gadsden, AL 35901.

December 19, 26, 2025, 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
LEGAL NOTICE

 FOR JOB 
COMPLETION 

In accordance with 
Chapter 1, Title 39, 
Code of Alabama, 1975, 
as amended, notice is 
hereby given that Hudak 
Construction Co., Inc., 
Contractor, has com-
pleted the Contract for 
A New Medical Office 
Building for The Depart-
ment of Rehabilitation 
Services at 225 East 
Broad Street, Gadsden, 
AL. 35903 for the State 
of Alabama and the City 
of Gadsden and have 
made request for final 
settlement of said con-
tract.  All persons hav-
ing any claim for labor, 
materials, or otherwise 
in connection with this 
project should immedi-
ately notify B. Craig Lip-
scomb, Architect at 442 
Chestnut Street, Gads-
den, AL. 35901.  

Hudak Construction
400 W. Meighan Blvd.
Gadsden, AL 35901

January 9, 16, 23, and 
30, 2026

_____________
A BILL TO BE 

ENTITLED AN ACT

STATE OF ALABAMA, 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

NOTICE is hereby given 
that a bill substantially 
as follows will be intro-
duced in
the 2026 Regular Ses-
sion of the Legislature 
of Alabama and applica-
tion for its passage
and enactment will be 
made:

Relating to Etowah 
County; to repeal Sec-
tion 45-28-71, Code of 
Alabama 1975, provid-
ing an alternative pro-
cess for filling vacancies 
in any Etowah County 
office which occur more 
than one year before the 
expiration of the term of 
office.
BE IT ENACTED BY 
THE LEGISLATURE OF 
ALABAMA:
Section 1. Section 45-
28-71, Code of Alabama 
1975, providing an al-
ternative process for 
filling vacancies in any 
Etowah County office 
which occur more than 
one year before the ex-
piration of the term of 
office, is repealed.
Section 2. This act shall 
become effective on Oc-
tober 1, 2026.

December 19, 26, 2025 
January 2 and 9, 2026

_____________
NOTICE TO 

CONTRACTORS 
FEDERAL AID

 PROJECT 
NO.BR-0205(507) 

ETOWAH COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

Sealed bids will be re-
ceived by the Director 
of Transportation at the 
office of the Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation, Montgomery, 
Alabama until 10:00 AM 
on January 30, 2026 
and at that time publicly 
opened for constructing 
the Bridge Replacement 
and Approaches on SR-
205 over the Alabama 
and Tennessee River 
Railway, LLC (ATN) to 
include the Re-Align-
ment of SR-205 and Old 
Guntersville Gadsden 
Road. Length 0.700 mi.

The total amount of un-
completed work under 
contract to a contractor 
must not exceed the 
amount of his or her 
qualification certificate.

The Entire Project Shall 
Be Completed In One 
Hundred Eighty (180) 
Working Days.
A Bidding Proposal may 
be purchased for $5.00. 
Plans may be pur-
chased for $58.00 per 

set. Plans and Propos-
als are available at the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation, 1409 
Coliseum Boulevard, 
Room E-108, Montgom-
ery, AL 36110. Checks 
should be made payable 
to the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation. 
Plans and Proposals will 
be mailed only upon re-
ceipt of remittance. No 
refunds will be made.

Minimum wage rates for 
this project have been 
pre-determined by the 
Secretary of Labor and 
are set forth in the ad-
vertised specifications. 
This project is subject to 
the contract work hours 
and Safety Standards 
Act and its implementing 
regulations.

Cashier’s check or bid 
bond for 5% of bid (max-
imum - $50,000.00) 
made payable to the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation must 
accompany each bid as 
evidence of good faith.
The bracket range is 
shown only to provide 
general financial infor-
mation to contractors 
and bonding companies 
concerning the project’s 
complexity and size. 
This Bracket should not 
be used in preparing a 
bid, nor will this bracket 
have any bearing on the 
decision to award this 
contract.

The Bracket Estimate 
On This Project Is 
From $4,690,977 To 
$5,733,416 .

The proposed work shall 
be performed in confor-
mity with the rules and 
regulations for carrying 
out the Federal Highway 
Act.

Plans and Specifica-
tions are on file in Room 
E-108 of the Alabama 
Department of Transpor-
tation at Montgomery, 
Alabama 36110.

In accordance with the 
rules and regulations of 
The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
proposals will be issued 
only to prequalified con-
tractors or their autho-
rized representatives, 
upon requests that are 
received before 10 AM., 
on the day previous to 
the day of opening of 
bids.

The bidder’s proposal 
must be submitted on 
the complete original 
proposal furnished him 
or her by the Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation.

The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
in accordance with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 
42 U.S.C. 2000D TO 
2000D-4 and Title 49 
code of Federal Regu-
lations, Department of 
Transportation, Subtitle 
A, Office of The Sec-
retary, Part 21, nondis-
crimination in federal-
ly-assisted programs 
of the Department of 
Transportation issued 
pursuant to such act, 
hereby notifies all bid-
ders that it will affirma-
tively insure that in any 
contract entered into 
pursuant to this adver-
tisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be 
afforded full opportunity 
to submit bids in re-
sponse to this invitation 
and will not be discrim-
inated against on the 
grounds of race, color, 
religion, sex, or national 
origin in consideration 
for an award.
The right to reject any or 
all bids is reserved.

JOHN R. COOPER
Transportation Director

January 9, 16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE TO

 CONTRACTORS 
FEDERAL AID
 PROJECT NO.

STPAA-2826(250) 
ETOWAH AND 

CHEROKEE 
COUNTIES,
 ALABAMA

Sealed bids will be re-
ceived by the Director 
of Transportation at the 
office of the Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation, Montgomery, 
Alabama until 10:00 AM 
on January 30, 2026 
and at that time publicly 
opened for constructing 
the Resurfacing (Scrub 
Seal), Guardrail Instal-
lation, and Traffic Stripe 
on Old US Highway 
411 from the junction of 
Broken Arrow Road to 
the junction of CR-20. 
Length 5.129 mi.

The total amount of un-
completed work under 
contract to a contractor 
must not exceed the 
amount of his or her 
qualification certificate.

The Entire Project Shall 
Be Completed In Sixty 
(60) Working Days.
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A Bidding Proposal 
may be purchased for 
$5.00. Plans may be 
purchased for $3.00 per 
set. Plans and Propos-
als are available at the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation, 1409 
Coliseum Boulevard, 
Room E-108, Montgom-
ery, AL 36110. Checks 
should be made payable 
to the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation. 
Plans and Proposals will 
be mailed only upon re-
ceipt of remittance. No 
refunds will be made.

Minimum wage rates for 
this project have been 
pre-determined by the 
Secretary of Labor and 
are set forth in the ad-
vertised specifications. 
This project is subject to 
the contract work hours 
and Safety Standards 
Act and its implementing 
regulations.

Cashier’s check or bid 
bond for 5% of bid (max-
imum - $50,000.00) 
made payable to the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation must 
accompany each bid as 
evidence of good faith.
The bracket range is 
shown only to provide 
general financial infor-
mation to contractors 
and bonding companies 
concerning the project’s 
complexity and size. 
This Bracket should not 
be used in preparing a 
bid, nor will this bracket 
have any bearing on the 
decision to award this 
contract.

The Bracket Estimate 
On This Project Is 
From $1,478,357 To 
$1,806,881 .
The proposed work shall 
be performed in confor-
mity with the rules and 
regulations for carrying 
out the Federal Highway 
Act.

Plans and Specifica-
tions are on file in Room 
E-108 of the Alabama 
Department of Transpor-
tation at Montgomery, 
Alabama 36110.

In accordance with the 
rules and regulations of 
The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
proposals will be issued 
only to prequalified con-
tractors or their autho-
rized representatives, 
upon requests that are 
received before 10 AM., 
on the day previous to 
the day of opening of 
bids.

The bidder’s proposal 
must be submitted on 
the complete original 
proposal furnished him 
or her by the Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation.

The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
in accordance with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 
42 U.S.C. 2000D TO 
2000D-4 and Title 49 
code of Federal Regu-
lations, Department of 
Transportation, Subtitle 
A, Office of The Sec-
retary, Part 21, nondis-
crimination in federal-
ly-assisted programs 
of the Department of 
Transportation issued 
pursuant to such act, 
hereby notifies all bid-
ders that it will affirma-
tively insure that in any 
contract entered into 
pursuant to this adver-
tisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be 
afforded full opportunity 
to submit bids in re-

sponse to this invitation 
and will not be discrim-
inated against on the 
grounds of race, color, 
religion, sex, or national 
origin in consideration 
for an award.
The right to reject any or 
all bids is reserved.

JOHN R. COOPER
Transportation Director

January 9, 16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE TO 

CONTRACTORS 
FEDERAL AID 
PROJECT NO.

STPSU-2815(257) 
ETOWAH COUNTY, 

ALABAMA

Sealed bids will be re-
ceived by the Director 
of Transportation at the 
office of the Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation, Montgomery, 
Alabama until 10:00 AM 
on January 30, 2026 
and at that time publicly 
opened for construct-
ing the Planing, Resur-
facing, Sidewalk Im-
provements, and Traffic 
Stripe on Walnut Street 
from the intersection of 
South 8th Street to the 
intersection of South 
5th Street in Gadsden. 
Length 0.379 mi.

The total amount of un-
completed work under 
contract to a contractor 
must not exceed the 
amount of his or her 
qualification certificate.

The Entire Project Shall 
Be Completed In Sixty 
(60) Working Days.

A Bidding Proposal 
may be purchased for 
$5.00. Plans may be 
purchased for $9.00 per 
set. Plans and Propos-
als are available at the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation, 1409 
Coliseum Boulevard, 
Room E-108, Montgom-
ery, AL 36110. Checks 
should be made payable 
to the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation. 
Plans and Proposals will 
be mailed only upon re-
ceipt of remittance. No 
refunds will be made.

Minimum wage rates for 
this project have been 
pre-determined by the 
Secretary of Labor and 
are set forth in the ad-
vertised specifications. 
This project is subject to 
the contract work hours 
and Safety Standards 
Act and its implementing 
regulations.

Cashier’s check or bid 
bond for 5% of bid (max-
imum - $50,000.00) 
made payable to the 
Alabama Department 
of Transportation must 
accompany each bid as 
evidence of good faith.
The bracket range is 
shown only to provide 
general financial infor-
mation to contractors 
and bonding companies 
concerning the project’s 
complexity and size. 
This Bracket should not 
be used in preparing a 
bid, nor will this bracket 
have any bearing on the 
decision to award this 
contract.

The Bracket Estimate 
On This Project Is From 
$772,817 To $944,554 .
The proposed work shall 
be performed in confor-
mity with the rules and 
regulations for carrying 
out the Federal Highway 
Act.

Plans and Specifica-
tions are on file in Room 

E-108 of the Alabama 
Department of Transpor-
tation at Montgomery, 
Alabama 36110.

In accordance with the 
rules and regulations of 
The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
proposals will be issued 
only to prequalified con-
tractors or their autho-
rized representatives, 
upon requests that are 
received before 10 AM., 
on the day previous to 
the day of opening of 
bids.

The bidder’s proposal 
must be submitted on 
the complete original 
proposal furnished him 
or her by the Alabama 
Department of Trans-
portation.

The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
in accordance with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 
42 U.S.C. 2000D TO 
2000D-4 and Title 49 
code of Federal Regu-
lations, Department of 
Transportation, Subtitle 
A, Office of The Sec-
retary, Part 21, nondis-
crimination in federal-
ly-assisted programs 
of the Department of 
Transportation issued 
pursuant to such act, 
hereby notifies all bid-
ders that it will affirma-
tively insure that in any 
contract entered into 
pursuant to this adver-
tisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be 
afforded full opportunity 
to submit bids in re-
sponse to this invitation 
and will not be discrim-
inated against on the 
grounds of race, color, 
religion, sex, or national 
origin in consideration 
for an award.
The right to reject any or 
all bids is reserved.

JOHN R. COOPER
Transportation Director

January 9, 16, and 23, 
2026

_____________
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS

PROJECT:	
Minor League Field 
Concrete Improvements
Project No. M-089
		
OWNER:	
The City of Attalla, Ala-
bama

Separate sealed bids 
for the construction of 
the Minor League Field 
Concrete Improvement 
Project will be received 
by The City of Attalla at 
the City Hall of Attalla at 
612 4th Street NW, Attal-
la, AL, 35954 until 10:00 
A.M. CDST on Thurs-
day, January 29, 2026 in 
the Council Chambers 
and then at said place 
publicly opened and 
read aloud. The project 
will consist of grading 
and pouring concrete 
around the minor league 
field located at the Attal-
la Sports Complex locat-
ed at 102 Case Avenue, 
Attalla, AL.	

The Contract Docu-
ments may be examined 
at the Attalla City Hall 
or copies of the Con-
tract Documents may 
be obtained from The 
City of Attalla Engineer-
ing Department. Upon 
request, documents 
will be shipped after all 
shipping and handling 
charges are collected.
	
The Owner reserves the 
right to waive any infor-
malities or to reject any 

or all bids, and to award 
the contract to the lowest 
and responsible bidder.  
All bidders must comply 
with requirements of the 
Contractor’s Licensing 
Law of the State of Al-
abama and be certified 
for the type of work on 
which the proposal is 
submitted.

All Bidders bidding in 
amounts exceeding 
that established by the 
State Licensing Board 
for General Contractors 
must be licensed under 
the provisions of Title 
34, Chapter 8, Code 
of Alabama, 1975, and 
must show evidence of 
license before bidding or 
bid will not be received 
or considered by the En-
gineer; the Bidder shall 
show such evidence by 
clearly displaying the 
license number on the 
outside of the envelope 
in which the Proposal is 
delivered.
	
No bidder may withdraw 
his bid within 60 days af-
ter the actual date of the 
opening thereof.

THE CITY OF 
ATTALLA	
BY:      
Larry Means, Mayor
DATE:	
January 6, 2026

January 9, 16, and 23, 
2026

____________
LEGAL NOTICE

The following storage 
units will be auctioned 
on January 14, 2026 
beginning at 10:00 A.M. 
on the business prem-
ises of Southtowne Mini 
Warehouses, South-
towne is located at 199 
Woodland Drive, off of 
Steele Station Road 
in Rainbow City, AL. 
356906.

Forest Claunch
Unit 52

Brunson Assoc.
Unit 151

Deborah Walker
Unit 408

Rachel Franks
Unit 526

Selena Pack
Unit 562

Kevin McCombs
Unit 736

Steve Powell
Unit 788

Brook Tuck
Unit 802

Thomas Strickland
Unit 28-3B

Angela Nelson
Unit 13-11

Kenneth Maltbie, Jr.
Unit 336

Tabatha Mobuary
Unit 421

Ryne Sith
Unit 475

Kristie Bell
Unit 585

Jason Wood
Unit RV15

Regina Martin
Unit 101

Southtowne Mini Ware-
houses
199 Woodland Drive
Rainbow City, AL. 35906

January 9, 2026
____________

LEGAL NOTICE

The contents of units # 
121 will be disposed of 
on Friday January 16, 
2026 for charges past 
due: Amy Thomas, Unit 
# 121. 

Briarmeade Village Mini 
Warehouses 
409 W. Main Street, 
Glencoe AL. 35905

January 9 and 16, 2026
_____________
LEGAL NOTICE

The following units will 
be auctioned or oth-
erwise disposed of on 
January 22, 2026 begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. on the 
premises of Stock It N 
Lock It Mini Storage lo-
cated at 3403 Rainbow 
Parkway, Rainbow City, 
AL. 35906.

Allison Baty
Unit 91-C

Harold Hicks
Unit 74-C

Amy Mason
Unit 28-A

Stacie Yates
Unit – 240-I

Jose Garcia
Unit 202-H

Gabrilea Morris
Unit 266-J

Calvin Sumpter
Unit 201-H

Deanna Sumpter
Unit 241-I

April Huff
Unit 312-K

Breanna Christensen
Unit 184-G

January 9 and 16, 2026
_____________
LEGAL NOTICE

The following units will 
be auctioned or oth-
erwise disposed of on 
January 16, 2026 on the 
premises of 77 Storage 
located at 2800 Forest-
dale Road, Southside, 
AL. 35907.

Unit G13 - 
Roberta Delaine Wright

77 Storage LLC
2800 Forestdale Road
Southside, AL 35907

January 9 and 16, 2026
_____________

NOTICE OF VEHICLE 
POSSESSION

 
Notice is hereby given 
that the undersigned 
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following 
described abandoned 
vehicle(s) on February 
15, 2026.
 
2006 Acura TSX
VIN:  JH-
4CL96866C013220
 
UNI AUTOMOTIVE 
GROUP, LLC
2501 3rd Street SW
Attalla AL. 35954
256-538-6600

January 2 and 9, 2026
____________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
AUCTION OF 
ABANDONED 

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE 
that the Kelton Wrecker 
LLC will offer for sale 
at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash 
the following abandoned 
motor vehicles:

2006 FORD F150
VIN: 1FTPX-
12536FB72988

The public auction will 

be held at Kelton Wreck-
er LLC located at 1625 
Forrest Ave Gadsden 
AL 35901 at 8:00 AM 
on 02/07/2026. The 
seller shall have a right 
to reject any bid that is 
unreasonably low and 
may postpone the pub-
lic auction until another 
time and place. In addi-
tion, the seller express-
ly reserves the right to 
bid and purchase at the 
public auction.

January 9 and 16, 2026
_____________

ORDINANCE 
NO. O-36-25

The City of Gadsden 
adopted an ordinance 
adopting new compre-
hensive zoning regula-
tions on December 30, 
2025.  The following 
contains excerpts of 
the ordinance, which 
constitutes a synopsis 
for the purpose of pub-
lication.  A copy of the 
full ordinance, which 
contains approximate-
ly 239 pages, may be 
obtained from the office 
of the city clerk during 
normal business hours.  
The ordinance may also 
be viewed on the City 
of Gadsden website 
at www.cityofgadsden.
com.

SYNOPSIS OF ORDI-
NANCE NO. O-36-25

Repealing City Code 
Chapter 130 Regarding 
Zoning Regulations and
Adopting New Compre-
hensive Zoning Regula-
tions 

Whereas, in 1982, the 
Board of Commission-
ers of Gadsden enacted 
Ordinance No. O-02-82 
Establishing Compre-
hensive Zoning Reg-
ulations for the City of 
Gadsden, Alabama, and 
Providing for the Admin-
istration, Enforcement 
and Amendment There-
of, In Accordance with 
the Provisions of Title 
11, Chapter 52, Of the 
Code of Alabama, 1975, 
as Amended; and 
Whereas, On March 
5, 2024, the Gadsden 
City Council approved 
a Resolution to adopt 
a New Comprehensive 
Plan (The Grow Gads-
den Plan);
Whereas, In Accor-
dance with the most 
recent Comprehensive 
Plan, the Gadsden City 
Council deems it nec-
essary, for the purpose 
of promoting the health, 
safety, morals, and the 
general welfare of the 
current and future res-
idents of the city in ac-
cordance with the goals 
of the Comprehensive 
Plan to adopt a New 
Comprehensive Zoning 
Regulations Ordinance; 
Whereas, the provisions 
of this New Zoning Or-
dinance are specifical-
ly designed to Protect 
Public Health and Safe-
ty, Preserve and Protect 
Scenic and Environmen-
tal Significance, Protect 
Quality of Life, Providing 
for Economic Develop-
ment, Protect Fiscal and 
Functional Health and 
Provide Transparent 
and Clear Regulations 
and Processes: and 
Whereas, the Planning 
Commission held public 
hearings thereon and 
submitted its recom-
mendation to the Gads-
den City Council recom-
mending approval and: 
Whereas, the Gadsden 
City Council has given 
due public notice of  a 
hearing to seek input re-
lating to Zoning Districts 

and Dimensional Stan-
dards, Land Uses, Gen-
eral Provisions, Mea-
surements and Word 
Use, Maps and Chart of 
Permitted Uses:  
NOW, THEREFORE 
BE IT ORDAINED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, THAT: 
CHAPTER 130 ZONING 
is amended to read as 
follows:

CHAPTER 130 ZONING
ARTICLE I ZONING 
ORDINANCE TITLE 
AND PURPOSES
Section 130-1 Title and 
Purposes
ARTICLE II ZONING 
DISTRICTS AND DI-
MENSIONAL STAN-
DARDS
Section 130-2 District 
Establishment and Offi-
cial Zoning Map
Section 130-3 Base 
Zoning Districts
Section 130-4 Overlay 
Districts
ARTICLE III LAND US-
ES
Section 130-5 General 
Land Use Provisions 
and Consolidated Use 
Table
Section 130-7 Limited 
and Special Uses
Section 130-8 Tempo-
rary and Accessory Us-
es
Section 130-6 Use Cat-
egories
ARTICLE IV SITE DE-
VELOPMENT AND DE-
SIGN
Section 130-9 General 
Site Development and 
Design Standards
Section 130-10 Site and 
Building Design
Section 130-11 Parking 
and Mobility
Section 130-12 Land-
scaping and Buffering
Section 130-13 Outdoor 
Lighting
Section 130-14 Signage
Section 130-15 Adaptive 
Re-Use
ARTICLE V DEVELOP-
MENT REVIEW BOD-
IES
Section 130-15Adminis-
trative Review Bodies
Section 130-16 Elected 
or Appointed Review 
Bodies
ARTICLE VI DEVELOP-
MENT REVIEW PRO-
CEDURES
Section 130-17 Com-
mon Review Procedures
Section 130-18 Admin-
istrative Improvement 
Plan and Permit Proce-
dures
Section 130-19 Site De-
velopment and Use Per-
mit Procedures
Section 130-20 Text and 
Zoning Map Amendment 
Procedures
Section 130-21 Relief 
and Appeal Procedures
ARTICLE VII NONCON-
FORMITIES AND EN-
FORCEMENT OF ZON-
ING ORDINANCE
Section 130-22 Noncon-
formities
Section 130-23 Enforce-
ment of Zoning Ordi-
nance
ARTICLE VIII GENER-
AL PROVISIONS
Section 130-24 Authority 
and Legal Provisions
Section 130-25 Effect of 
Zoning Ordinance
ARTICLE IX MEASURE-
MENTS AND WORD 
USAGE
Section 130-26 Mea-
surements
Section 130-27 Word 
Usage

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden, 
Alabama, at a meeting 
held on December 30, 
2025.

Iva Nelson, City Clerk

January 9, 2026
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SERVICES

SELLING a RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVER-
TISE STATEWIDE or 
by region in over 100 

Newspapers, reaching 
over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your 

ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 

call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-

SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and 
shower systems at 

AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. 
Call Now! 1-833-770-

0326

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-

TORATION:  A small 
amount of water can 

lead to major damage 

in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 

and do repairs to 
protect your family and 

your home’s value! 
If you have water in 

your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have 

zip code of service 
location ready when 

you call! 

We Buy Houses 
for Cash AS IS! No 

repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 

paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling 

Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-385-7131

Consumer Cellular 
- the same reliable, 

nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, 

no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All 

plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 

1-844-358-5270
_______________
HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! 
Discover Oxygen 

Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 

1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 

$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-

641-6606
_____________

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for 
a free quote and see 
how much you can 

save! 1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 

Call Today! 1-833-641-
6567

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 

guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-

2005 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and 

no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-

niors and military save 
an additional 10%. 

Restrictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a Generac Home 

Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 

7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 

just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 

plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - 

NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit 

with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-

bama #6258

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors 
available. Guaran-

teed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off 
install (for military, 

health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-833-

955-3163
_____________
AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED 

CAR??? DONATE 
IT TO PATRIOTIC 

HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. Patriotic 

Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or 
start their own busi-

ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 

deduction! Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 

1-877-724-3049 today!

CLACLASSIFIEDS

Gadsden State Community College 
will now be selling all Surplus items

on Govdeals.com.  
Anyone interested in purchasing 

can go to
 Govdeals.com, 

register as a bidder, type in 
Gadsden State Community College
 in the search engine and view all 

the items we have for sale. 
All items are sold As is. 

SURPLUS  ITEMS 

01-09-2026 Legals .indd   501-09-2026 Legals .indd   5 1/8/26   9:50 AM1/8/26   9:50 AM



www.gadsdenmessenger.com January 9, 2026/B4

Offer valid 1/9-1/10/26. Offer valid on select gift cards pictured. Limit 1 promotion, per customer. Card selection varies by store. See gift cards for details, terms, conditions, and (if applicable) fees. 

Gift cards shown are not sponsors or co-sponsors of this promotion. All trademarks are property of their respective owners. Excludes merchant/retailer’s gift cards, Visa, Mastercard and 

American Express gift cards, prepaid wireless, phone cards, and reloadable prepaid products.   138143_1225

SAVE $15
When You Buy $50 or More

in Select Gift Cards 
(limit 1 per customer with digital coupon)

COUPON 
EFFECTIVE

JAN. 9-
JAN. 10

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 5X IN ONE TRANSACTION.
COUPON 

EFFECTIVE
JAN. 9-
JAN. 10

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 1X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally 
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single 
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities 

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2026 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901

SALE DATES: FRI., JAN. 9 -
SAT., JAN. 10,  2026

Sign up today at foodcity.com to receive
exclusive specials, coupons and more!

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2023 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.    

foodcity.com

@FoodCity
www.foodcity.com

Pringles
Selected Varieties

4.94-5.57 Oz.
ValuCard Price......................................2.29
Digital Coupon.................................0.80

ValuCard Price......................................1.99
Digital Coupon................................-0.50

Whole Boneless

Pork Loin
Per Lb.

COUPON 
EFFECTIVE

JAN. 9-
JAN. 10

FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 149
With Card2X

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 2X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

LIMIT

10
LBS.

FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 149
With Card5X

1X

friday & saturday
january 9-10

Limit 1 transaction per item per ValuCard per day. 

Discount taken as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

WHILE

SUPPLIES

LAST.

OVER $225

IN SAVINGS!

California

Peelz Mandarins
5 Lb.

Selected Varieties

Frito Lay 

Multipack Chips
15-18 Ct.

Frozen, Selected Varieties
Banquet Mega Filets (24 Oz.) or

DiGiorno Pizza
14.6-29.3 Oz.

Chocolate

Yoo-Hoo
12 Pk., 11 Oz. Cans

Previously Frozen

Baby Back

Pork Ribs
Per Lb.

Mild

Swaggerty’s

Sausage Patties
30 Ct.

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Birds Eye

Vegetables
10-14.4 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Little Debbie 

Snack Cakes
9.5-16.2 Oz.

5 Lb. 
Bag

Jumbo

Cantagold

Cantaloupe
Each

Sliced, Hometown Original

Smithfield

Bacon
22 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Gain Flings (18-31 Ct.), 
Gain Liquid Laundry Detergent (88 Oz.), 
Paper Towels (6 Double Rolls) or

Simply Done 

Bath Tissue
12 Mega Rolls

All Butter

Croissants
Large 4 Ct. or Small 8 Ct.

2/$5With Card 299
With Card

IN THE
MEAT
Dept.

699
With Card 799

With Card

699
With Card

20 
OZ.

899
With Card

2/$3With Card

LIMIT

4
LIMIT

4

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

6

499
With Card 219

With Card

2/$11With Card 899
With Card

LIMIT

4

LIMIT

4
EACH

299
With Card

IN THE
Bakery

Selected Varieties

Coca-Cola

Products
24 Pk., 12 Oz. Cans

Original

Spam

Luncheon Meat
12 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Poppi or 

Hop Water
4 Pk. or 6 Pk.

Selected Varieties, Gatorade (28 Oz.), 
Martha White Muffin Mix (7-7.6 Oz.) or

Hunt’s Snack Pack 

Pudding or Gelatin
4 Pk.

Selected Varieties, Terry’s Best 
Virginia Peanuts (9-9.5 Oz.) or

Crav’n Flavor 

Beef Jerky
2.85 Oz.

Frozen, Selected Varieties, New York Texas Toast 
(10.5-11.25 Oz.), Food Club Pasta (19-25 Oz.), 
Crav’n Flavor Breakfast Bowls (7 Oz.) or

Eggo Waffles

or Pancakes
8.4-14.8 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Nature Nate’s Honey Bear 
(12 Oz.), Totino’s Pizza Rolls (50 Ct.) or

Hot Pockets
4 Ct.

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Michelina’s

Entrees
4.5-9 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Alani Nu Energy
12 Pk., 12 Oz. Cans

2

Buy

Selected Varieties, Pringles Party Stacks or Mingles 
(5.5-7.16 Oz.), Cheez-It Snap’d (5.75-7.5 Oz.), 
Toasteds or Club Crackers (7.5-13.7 Oz.), Town House 
(9-13.8 Oz.), Sandwich Crackers (8 Ct.) or

Cheez-It 

Crackers
9-16 Oz.

LIMIT

10

When you buy 2 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities 
are 3.49 each. Limit 3 transactions (6 total items).

Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

LIMIT 6
TOTAL ITEMS

Selected Varieties

Crisco Oil
128 Oz.

Made Fresh In-Store

Gourmet

Chicken Salad
Per Lb.

Selected Varieties

Johnsonville Fully 

Cooked Brats
12-14 Oz.

Frozen, Selected Varieties, Chef Boyardee, 
PF Chang’s, Bertolli or

Birds Eye Voila!
22-42 Oz.

1199
With Card599

With Card

IN THE
Deli

399
With Card

2/$5With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

249
With Card

399
With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

599
With Card

2/$5With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

4/$5With Card 89¢
With 
Card

299
With Card 2299

With Card

1099
With Card 499

With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

2

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

2

LIMIT

2
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