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Autism Foundation of Gadsden leader promotes caregiver
support through book and annual conference

By Karla McArthur
Correspondent

Autism Foundation of Gadsden
founder and president Mamta Mishra
is working to expand autism aware-
ness and understanding among par-
ents, caregivers and the broader com-
munity through education, advocacy
and personal insight.

Mishra’s latest book, Energy Man-
agement: Mantras for Caregivers, of-
fers strategies and encouragement for
those caring for children and adults
with chronic disease or who are aging
with illnesses. Drawing from her own
experience as a caregiver to her son,
Parag, who has autism, Mishra shares
coping tools she says helped her
avoid the burnout common among
caregivers.

“I wanted to stay out of the nega-
tive state by replacing negative be-
havior with positive,” Mishra said of
her motivation for writing the book.

Through personal anecdotes and
practical guidance, Mishra emphasiz-
es the importance of positive thinking
and self-care. She writes that caregiv-
ers can “optimize physical energy by

realigning it with mental, emotional
and spiritual energy.”

One chapter, titled “Decluttering,”
encourages caregivers to make space
for healing by being kinder to them-
selves and learning to forgive mis-
takes. Mishra also uses the analogy
of an oxygen mask on an airplane,
noting that caregivers must first care
for themselves before they can effec-
tively care for others.

“As caregivers, we need ways and
means of behavior intervention —
creating a bridge between the islands
we’ve created,” she said.

Mishra will continue that mes-
sage at the foundation’s fifth annual
Autism Spectrum Conference, set
for 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. April 18,
2026, at The Venue at Coosa Land-
ing. The public event is designed as
a cross-professional conference and
may be used for continuing medical
education and continuing education
units through participating agencies.
Gadsden City Schools is allowing a
variance day for educators who at-
tend.

This year’s speakers include:

Martha K. Loukotka, admission

and transitions coordinator at Hori-
zons School at the University of Al-
abama at Birmingham

Mishra, author and conference or-
ganizer

Jennifer Mclnerney, attorney in
Vestavia Hills

Fatima Wise, collaborative special
education teacher

Dr. Anthony C. Metcalfe, family
physician

Topics will include preparing stu-
dents with autism for postsecondary
programs and independent living,
recognizing and managing melt-
downs and tantrums, special needs
planning and government benefit
protection, caregiver skills training
and anxiety in the autism spectrum
population.

Through her writing and the annual
conference, Mishra said she hopes to
equip caregivers with practical tools
while fostering greater understanding
and inclusion for individuals with au-
tism throughout the community.

For more information about
the 2026 ASD Conference, visit
asdofgadsden.org.

Submitted photo

Mamta Mishra (right) and her son Parag Mishra.

James M. Barrie Center receives recognition at council meeting

By Kaitlin Hoskins
News Editor

The James M. Barrie Center for
Children, a non-profit child advo-
cacy center, was recognized with
a proclamation at the regularly
scheduled Gadsden City Council
Meeting on March 31.

The proclamation declared
April as “Child Abuse Prevention
Month” in Gadsden. Since 1983,
April has been regarded as Child
Abuse Prevention Month across
the nation. The month is meant
to raise awareness for child abuse
and resources available to chil-
dren who have been or are being
abused.

Gadsden Council President
Kent Back presented the proc-
lamation on behalf of Gadsden
Mayor Craig Ford. Back stated
that The Barrie Center is a vital
resource for all of Etowah Coun-
ty, but that he wished it was not
needed.

Barrie Center executive di-
rector, Patricia Falcon, accepted
the proclamation and praised the
Gadsden Police Department for
their partnership efforts.

“I know you already know
this, but please hear me when I
say this — you have a fine, fine,
juvenile investigations depart-
ment,” Falcon told the Gadsden
City Council on Tuesday. “They

are exceptional, and I just want to
take that moment and say ‘thank
you’ for what an amazing job
you’ve done. I hope you know
how proud we are to work with

are placing numerous blue pin-
wheels in front of partnering lo-
cations. According to Falcon, the
pinwheel represents what child-
hood should be — fun, playful

as a nod to the magic and fun that
should make up a child’s raising.

Since August 2002, The Barrie
Center has conducted over 5,700
forensic interviews of children
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Michael Rodgers/City of Gadsden

Gadsden Council President Kent Back, Barrie Center Executive Director Patricia Falcon,
Barrie Center Forensic Interviewer Reaghan Lowry, Barrie Center Community Outreach
Advocate Robyn Phillips, Gadsden State’s Kristi Blackwell, Children’s Trust Fund of Al-
abama Program Specialist Lydia Blanks and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Ala-
bama CEO/Director Shawn Blackmon.

them.”

For the month of April, The
Barrie Center is partnering with
local businesses and govern-
ments to spread awareness for
child abuse. To help do this, they

and whimsical.

The Barrie Center’s mission
is to help children have a loving
home and a fun and safe child-
hood. The Center was named af-
ter Peter Pan author James Barrie,

and has served nearly 9,000 fam-
ily members in Etowah County.

Falcon shared that last year, the
pinwheel initiative culminated in
10,000 pinwheels spread across
Etowah County.

Falcon also shared Tuesday
that 39 percent of the children
they help every year come from
Gadsden. She went on to answer
questions from the council, in-
cluding a question from Coun-
cilman Jason Wilson, inquiring
about the statistics of boy and
girls reporting. Falcon stated that
abuse to boys, especially sexual
abuse, is historically underreport-
ed.

Beyond raising awareness
during the month of April, The
Barrie Center works with law
enforcement, conducts forensic
interviews with child victims of
violent crimes, train upcoming
social workers on mandatory re-
porting and more.

According to its website, the
mission of The Barrie Center is
“to promote hope, healing and
justice for child abuse victims
by providing coordinated, trau-
ma-informed services and educa-
tion in our community.”

If you or someone you know
is in need of the services of The
Barrie Center, call their office at
256-543-1319, or to report sus-
pected child abuse or neglect,
contact the Etowah County De-
partment of Human Resources
at 256-622-8300, or the Etowah
County Sheriff’s Office at 256-
546-2825. For emergencies, call
911.
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Representatives and volunteers from MANNA joined members of Gadsden Regional Medical Center’s Administrative team and medical staff to accept

GRMC honors physicians with
donation to MANNA

Gadsden Regional Medical Center honored physicians
on National Doctors’ Day by supporting MANNA.

The medical staff chose the nonprofit entity, whose mis-
sion is providing meal delivery service to elderly, home-
bound and disabled individuals in the Gadsden Etowah
County Area, to receive a $2,500 donation on their behalf.

National Doctors’ Day serves as a moment to honor the
dedication, skill and unwavering commitment of physi-

a donation.

cians in providing quality health care to individuals and

communities.

“We are grateful to the physicians on the medical staff
for the care they provide to our patients and the difference
they make each and every day,” said Michael Hall, Chief
Executive Officer of Gadsden Regional Medical Center.
“Supporting MANNA is one way of extending their com-
mitment to the entire community.”

The mission of the Metropolitan Area Noon Nutrition
Association (MANNA) is to deliver a daily nutritional,
diet-specific meal to Etowah County, Alabama residents
who are elderly, have special needs, or are homebound, to
provide for their physical and emotional well-being and
lessen isolation by involving volunteers in community ser-

vice.

Submitted by Will Mackey, GRMC

JSU partners with JMC to offer faster Master

A novel partnership be-
tween Jacksonville State
University (JSU) and the
Jack Miller Center (JMC)
now offers current K-12
teachers the opportunity to
earn a Master of Science
Education (M.S.E.) degree
in Secondary Social Stud-
ies in less time and at a
lower cost than the standard
graduate degree. Students
pursuing an Alternative-A
pathway M.S.E. in Second-
ary Social Studies are also
eligible.

This partnership brings
together JSU’s College of
Education & Professional
Studies (CEPS), the Center
for Leadership and Ameri-
can Principles (CLAP), and
JMC, which is a non-profit
organization committed to
teaching America’s found-
ing principles and history.

The cornerstone of this
partnership is JMC’s Civ-
ics Foundations Graduate
Consortium. Current K-12
teachers can complete re-
duced or free graduate
history and political sci-
ence courses through the
Consortium. Current K-12
teachers, in JSU’s M.S.E.
programs in Secondary So-
cial Studies, can use these
courses to advance their
degree. These students
also can obtain a 20 per-
cent scholarship on tuition
for the professional stud-
ies courses they complete
at JSU. Finally, CLAP has
received a $28,000 grant
to offer a political science
course during the summer
of 2026 to benefit the uni-
versity and Consortium.

Any current K-12 teacher
can apply to take a course
through the Civics Founda-
tions Graduate Consortium.
Prospective students, at any

.
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point, can transfer these
Consortium courses into
the available JSU M.S.E.
options through formally
applying to the graduate
school.

“This is an exciting time
for teachers across the na-
tion as we have effectively
found a way for them to
complete a M.S.E. degree
in 14 months at potentially
50 percent or less of the
standard cost,” said Dr.
Benjamin Gross, director of
CLAP. “This is because the
students can take reduced
cost or free content classes
from professors at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, Ari-
zona State, the University
of Missouri, Jax State, and
seven other locations, while
completing their pedagogy
courses here with the 20
percent scholarship.”

Since 2024, JMC’s Con-
sortium has offered afford-
able and accessible gradu-
ate courses that are designed
for K-12 social studies
teachers. In courses taught
by top scholars, teachers
expand their knowledge of
topics in American civics
and history, which spans
from the founding through
the modern era, with a spe-
cial focus given to reading
and understanding primary
sources.

“The goal is creating a
partnership where univer-
sities and the Jack Miller
Center work together to ex-
pand graduate coursework
to draw teachers, not to just
one course at one campus,”
said Thomas Kelly, senior
vice president and chief
program officer for JMC,
“but to an array of courses
and degree programs across
the country that will help
them teach the foundations

of American political and
civic life.”

JSU joined the Con-
sortium in the summer of
2025 with the plan to offer
an individual course in the
summer of 2026. Dr. Gross,
however, began conversa-
tions with faculty mem-
bers and leadership within
JSU’s CEPS to explore of-
fering the first M.S.E. de-
gree pathway in the JMC
Consortium. The cross-uni-
versity collaborative effort
realized this idea provided
worthwhile — opportunities
for current JSU students
while also inviting cur-
rent JMC Consortium stu-
dents to benefit from JSU’s
strength in education.

“The Jack Miller Center
has really sustained edu-
cation programs and tries
to provide curriculum and
specific content for so-
cial science teachers for a
very long time,” said Dr.
Kimberly White, Dean of
CEPS. “Providing a specif-
ic opportunity for us to pull
all the different ways that
they support teachers into a
cumulative degree program
is very exciting for us.”

Teachers with M.S.E.
graduate degrees are guar-
anteed an increase in sal-
ary, which, because of this
grant, they will receive
sooner than ever before.
Teachers, however, will
gain far more than just a
raise from engaging in the
collaborative program.

“With an advanced de-
gree  comes advanced
knowledge,” Dean White
said. “We’re trying to pre-
pare those creative thinkers
because we are competing
with things like Al. These
teachers are working with
students to help them think

more deeply, help them
process information and
knowledge to help them see
the world is smaller than we
think. Having that advan-
tage becomes so much rich-
er, especially when you’re
talking about middle- and
high-school level teachers.”
Furthermore, K-12 teach-
ers in this program gain
access to top quality peda-
gogy training through Jax
State and outstanding con-
tent courses and professors
through the Consortium.
“You’re getting access
to these top professors at
top universities for reduced
prices, and then you can get

of Science Education program

your degree [at Jax State],”
Dean White said. “So, it
serves our current students
and future students.”

JSU is now the third grad-
uate degree program to join
the Consortium, along with
Arizona State University
and Utah Valley University.
JSU has a unique status and
position in the Consortium,
however, as these universi-
ties offer an M. A. instead of
M.S.E degree.

“This hybrid degree, if
you want to call it that,
shows a real innovative
spirit,” Kelly said. “No-
body had thought of doing
that before. It provides a

model that allows others to
think outside the box when
it comes to how they are of-
fering degrees, how they’re
designing the degrees, how
those degrees can work
within the Consortium and
that can draw more and
more teachers from across
the country.”

“If we do this right,” Dr.
Gross said, “we can serve
the entire nation, by bring-
ing together Jax State’s
strength in education with
the superior content being
organized by JMC, to im-
prove civic education and
civies.”

Rent to Own. No Credit Check.
Call Byron for details

256-442-1891

701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906

-~

News Editor

Kaitlin Hoskins
khoskins@gadsdenmessenger.com

<4

Legals Editor
Teri Chupp
L tchupp@gadsdenmessenger.com

sotibly WS LW T

The Messenger (USPS 011-757) is published Weekly on Friday by The New Messenger, L.L.C., 1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden, AL, 35901. Periodicals Postage Paid at Gadsden, Alabama 35901. Single -
copies 50 cents. Annual subscription rate $30. POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to Post Office Box 858, Gadsden, AL 35902. Phone (256) 547-1049, FAX (256) 547-1011. All stories are compiled
from press releases, submissions or assignments. COMMENTS AND OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSPAPER REPRESENT THE PERSONAL VIEWS OF THE INDIVIDUALS TO WHOM THEY
ARE ATTRIBUTED AND ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE MESSENGER OR THE PUBLISHER. NEITHER THE ADVERTISEMENT NOR THE PUBLISHER IS RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE
FOR MISINFORMATION, MISPRINTS, TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS, ETC., CONTAINED IN THE MESSENGER. THE PUBLISHER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ALL CONTENT. NO PART
OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE PUBLISHER.

A

'15"‘-‘4;‘

Owner
Craig Ford

e

Features Editor
Lindsey Frazier

Ifrazier@gadsdenmessenger.com

04-03-26 page A2.indd 1

4/2/2026 3:28:01 PM



gadsdenmessenger.com

April 3, 2026/A3

NEWNS

Over sponsor’s objections, Alabama Legislature
sends PSC bill to Gov. Kay lvey

By Anna Barrett
and Andrea Tinker
Alabama Reflector

The Alabama Legislature on
Wednesday passed a bill that
would effectively put the state’s
public utility regulation board un-
der the control of the governor.

Passage of HB 475, sponsored
by Rep. Mack Butler, R-Rainbow
City, came over Butler’s objec-
tions to major Senate changes to
the bill that removed provisions
that would have required regular
hearings in which utilities would
be required to justify rate increas-
es.

In a highly unusual move, the
Alabama House defeated Butler’s
motion to send the bill to a con-
ference committee for further ne-
gotiations and concurred in Sen-
ate changes on a 72-26 vote, with
Butler voting against the motion.
Butler said in an interview after
the vote that while he is disap-
pointed the House did not support
him, he is optimistic that changes
could be made in a future session.

“We’re gonna be able to fight
another day,” he said. “This isn’t
the end of any of this. Man, I can
come back and drop another bill,
first thing next session. This one
came out of nowhere. It was not
on my radar screen, but I saw a
problem, and I tried to jump in
and fix it.”

A message seeking comment
from House Speaker Nathaniel
Ledbetter, R-Rainsville, was left
Wednesday evening.

Butler said prior to the House
vote Wednesday that he would
not vote for the Senate version of
the bill.

“I want my hammer back,” But-
ler said. “I would like to see a rate
cap, and I’d like to see regional
and national limits of where the
rates can be. That would trigger
an automatic formal rate hear-
ing, under oath, under penalty of
perjury, and with subpoena power
with the Public Service Commis-
sion.”
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Butler said that if those changes
are not made, he would not vote
for his own bill and would ask
House members to do the same.

“I’'m hoping we can, I’'m very
optimistic that we can negotiate
that, but at the end of the day, if
not, I will be voting no on the bill
that has my name on it,” Butler
said.

Butler’s motion to negotiate
the bill was tabled on a motion
by Rep. Ivan Smith, R-Clanton.
Smith then moved to accept the
Senate changes.

Butler’s bill, aimed at address-
ing Alabama’s region-leading
electricity rates, required the Ala-
bama Public Service Commission
to hold formal rate case hearings
every three years. The PSC has
not held a hearing like that — re-
quiring sworn testimony and util-
ities to prove the reason for rates
— since 1981. The commission
instead uses a process known as
rate stabilization and equalization
that guarantees utilities a return.
Critics say it locks out the public
and makes the reason for electric-
ity rates impossible to determine.

Alabama has some of the high-
est electricity rates in the South.
According to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration,
Georgia’s average residential en-
ergy prices in January were 14.46
cents per kW/hr in January, com-
pared to 16.06 cents per kW/hr in
Alabama. Concerns over power
bills led to the election of two
Democrats to the Georgia Public
Service Commission last year, the
first time Democrats won elec-
tion to a state position in Georgia
since 2006.

The Senate’s changes mir-
ror SB 360, sponsored by Sen.
Clyde Chambliss, R-Prattville.
The new bill requires five of the
seven members of an expanded
PSC to vote to hold formal rate
hearings, and put the whole com-
mission under the authority of a
secretary of energy, appointed
by the governor. The secretary of
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Rep. Mack Butler, R-Rainbow City, walks off the speaker’s dais in the Alabama House of Repre-
sentatives on March 31, 2026, at the Alabama Statehouse in Montgomery, Alabama. The Legis-
lature on Wednesday sent a bill changing the makeup of the Public Service Commission to Gov.
Kay lvey, despite Butler’s protest.

energy could also order a formal
rate case hearing.

“It requires an additional pub-
lic annual public hearing, and
then adds some triggers for addi-
tional formal hearings that are in
addition to the ones that they are
the one that they already have,”
Chambliss said.

The annual hearing would not
require testimony under oath, like
a formal one.

Chambliss’ bill would change
the Public Service Commission
from a president and two com-
missioners elected at-large from
the state to seven members, each
elected from a congressional dis-
trict.

The bill would also allow Gov.
Kay Ivey to appoint four new
members of the PSC prior to No-
vember’s elections, which could
cancel out the elections of PSC

members who may seek formal
rate case hearings.

The most recent version of
HB 475 incorporates all the ma-
jor provisions of SB 360, which
requires that public utilities not
increase the retail base rates on
customers until 2029. The legis-
lation extends a rate freeze that
was already ordered by the PSC
in December at the request of Al-
abama Power.

The Senate also adopted an
amendment Wednesday offered
by Sen. Rodger Smitherman, D-
Birmingham, that requires two of
the governor’s appointees to be
selected from a list provided by
the minority leaders of the Leg-
islature. The amendment was ad-
opted 31-0.

Daniel Tait, executive direc-
tor of Energy Alabama, said in
a statement Wednesday evening

that the HB 475 that the Senate
passed Wednesday is SB 360 in
disguise.

“What passed today eliminates
mandatory rate hearings. It re-
moves profit limits. It creates a
Governor-appointed Secretary of
Energy who controls the Public
Service Commission’s agenda, its
staff, and the scope of any rate re-
view — effectively handing a po-
litical appointee a veto over your
electric bill,” Tait said. “Com-
pletely rewriting a bill and pass-
ing it through the entire Senate in
less than 48 hours is not consum-
er protection. It’s Alabama Power
protection.”

A message seeking comment
from Alabama Power was left
Wednesday evening.

There are five days left in the
2026 legislative session.
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n students gain

experience with partnerships

Students in Gadsden State Com-
munity College’s Construction Tech-
nology program, based on the Valley
Street Campus, are building more
than just skills — they’re building
their communities. Under the leader-
ship of instructor Heath McDaniel,
the program partners with several
local nonprofit organizations to give
students valuable, hands-on experi-
ence while giving back to others.

McDaniel said approximately 80
percent of the program’s training
takes place in the field. Students spend
Mondays in the classroom learning
core concepts, then apply those les-
sons Tuesday through Thursday on
real job sites throughout the area.

“Our students get to work with their
hands, make a difference in the com-
munity, and build something they’re
proud of,” McDaniel said. “There are
tons of opportunities in construction

right now, and we want our students
to be prepared to step right into those
jobs.”

The Construction Technology pro-
gram regularly collaborates with
organizations including Habitat for
Humanity, Eagle Rock Boys Ranch,
Windy Van Hooten Teaching Garden,
Sleep in Heavenly Peace and The
Dream Center. The class contributes
to specific phases of nonprofit build-
ing projects such as framing, finish-
ing, and other areas aligned with their
current training modules.

Support from the Greater Gadsden
Home Builders Association has also
been instrumental, providing materi-
als, scholarships and mentorship op-
portunities for students.

The class recently applied those
skills on a two-home build project in
West Gadsden with Habitat for Hu-
manity, providing students with valu-

able real-world construction experi-
ence while supporting local families.

In addition to community service
work, students complete college-
based projects and other practical as-
signments that strengthen their tech-
nical and teamwork skills. Their work
spans much of Northeast Alabama,
from Anniston to Boaz, reflecting
Gadsden State’s commitment to serv-
ing its entire service area.

McDaniel said the experience not
only equips students with the techni-
cal skills needed to succeed but also
helps them develop a strong sense of
purpose.

“It’s rewarding to see students real-
ize they can build a career and make a
difference at the same time,” he said.

To learn more about Gadsden
State’s  Construction  Technology
program, visit gadsdenstate.edu/pro-
grams-of-study/construction.

Local free tax filing help available

Free tax preparation and electronic filing services are
available through a partnership between the IRS and the
Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), which serves
Etowah, Cherokee and DeKalb counties. The VITA and TCE
programs are designed to assist low- to moderate-income
taxpayers and senior citizens who may not be able to afford
professional tax preparation. Trained and IRS-certified vol-
unteers prepare straightforward federal and state returns at
no cost.

RSVP and the IRS have partnered to offer these programs
since 1990 in Etowah and Cherokee County. All volunteers
are trained and certified before beginning tax preparation.

Free tax preparation services are offered at multiple loca-
tions across the three counties. In Etowah County, assistance
is available at the Etowah County Courthouse, Room 221,
located at 800 Forrest Ave. in Gadsden, Monday through Fri-
day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; the Hokes Bluff Library at 3310
Alford Bend Road on Mondays from noon to 4 p.m.; the
Jane Phillips Community Center at 115 Case Ave. in Attalla
on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; the Rainbow City Com-
munity Center at 3702 Rainbow Drive on Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; the George Wallace
Senior Center in Glencoe on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.; and the East Gadsden Community Center at 921 Wil-

son St. on select Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Additional services are available at the Centre Administra-
tion Building, located at 260 Cedar Bluff Road in Centre, on
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; the Sardis City Library on
select Wednesdays from noon to 4 p.m.; the Walnut Grove
Senior Center at 5151 Walnut Grove Road on select Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; the Ft. Payne Council on Aging
at 600 Tyler Ave. SE in Ft. Payne on Thursdays from 8 a.m.
to noon by appointment; and the Moon Lake Library at 4607
Alabama Highway 117 in Mentone on Saturdays from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. by appointment.

Taxpayers using the free service should bring a photo ID,
Social Security cards for everyone listed on the return, birth
dates, a copy of last year’s tax return, income documents
such as W-2s and 1099s, information on any cash income
received, daycare payment details if applicable, and bank
routing and account numbers for direct deposit.

RSVP is a federally sponsored program through Ameri-
Corps and is supported locally by the Etowah County Com-
mission. Its mission is to improve lives, strengthen com-
munities and promote civic engagement through volunteer
service.

For more information, residents may contact RSVP at
256-549-8147.

Free tactical medical training for first responders

Gadsden State Community College
announced that the Federal Law En-
forcement Training Centers (FLETC),
in partnership with the Gadsden State
Police/Public Safety Department, will
host a Tactical Medical Training for
First Responders on May 21 and May
22.

This training opportunity is free of
charge and open to first responders
from across the region, including:

* Police Officers

» Firefighters

* Emergency Medical Services

(EMS) Personnel

* Public Safety-First Responders

« Jail and Corrections Personnel

As an added bonus, each participant
who registers for either the May 21 or
May 22 class will receive a free Tac-
tical Medical Kit valued at approxi-
mately $300.

Participants will gain practical expe-
rience in:

» Hemorrhage control

* Casualty care under stress

* Rapid medical response in tactical
environments

* Critical decision-making when
seconds matter most.

FOSTER
CARE

“Training is not optional in our pro-
fession — it is essential,” Jay Freeman,
GSCC police chief, said. “When we
invest in high-level, hands-on training
for our first responders, we strengthen
not only our departments but the com-
munities we serve.”

Training space is limited and expect-
ed to fill quickly. To register, contact
Emily Feemster at 256-549-8276 or
efeemster@gadsdenstate.edu. For ad-
ditional information, contact Freeman
at jfreeman@gadsdenstate.edu.
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JSU launches Bachelor of Science in Aviation

Jacksonville State University
(JSU) announced the launch of
its newest academic program — a
Bachelor of Science in Aviation,
set to begin in Fall 2026. The
Alabama Commission on Higher
Education approved the aviation
program on Friday, March 13,
2026, during its meeting in Mont-
gomery.

JSU’s Bachelor of Science in
Aviation is designed to prepare
students for leadership and opera-
tional roles in one of the world’s
most dynamic and fast-paced
industries. Grounded in a strong
foundation of aviation science,
safety and industry best practices,
the program offers three concen-
trations to support students’ ca-
reer goals: Aviation Management,
Commercial Aviation and Public
Safety Aviation.

“This program represents an
exciting step forward for Jack-
sonville State University and for
workforce development across
our region,” said Jacksonville
State University President Dr.
Don C. Killingsworth, Jr. “The
aviation industry continues to
grow rapidly across Alabama and
the Southeast, creating new op-
portunities for students and new
workforce needs for our state.
By combining strong academic
preparation with practical, hands-
on experiences, our Aviation pro-
gram will equip graduates with
the skills needed to succeed in a
wide range of aviation careers.”

This comprehensive degree
equips students with the knowl-
edge, skills, and professional
competencies necessary to thrive
in both the private and public

aviation sectors, as well as in first
responder and public safety roles.
Whether managing complex air-
port operations on the ground, de-
ploying drones during emergency
response missions, or piloting
commercial aircraft, graduates
of Jax State’s Aviation program
will be well prepared to contrib-
ute meaningfully to the future of
aviation.

“The Bachelor of Science in
Aviation reflects Jax State’s com-
mitment to developing academic
programs that respond to emerg-
ing workforce needs while pro-
viding students with meaningful
career pathways,” said Dr. Chris-
tie Shelton, Provost and Execu-
tive Vice President for Academic
Affairs. “Through concentrations
in aviation management, com-
mercial aviation, and public safe-

ty aviation, this program blends
technical knowledge, safety train-
ing, and applied learning experi-
ences that will prepare graduates
to make immediate contributions
in the aviation industry.”

The Commercial Aviation con-
centration will provide structured
flight training aligned with Feder-
al Aviation Administration (FAA)
certification standards, preparing
students to pursue credentials
such as Private Pilot licensure
and Commercial Pilot certifica-
tion with Instrument and Multi-
Engine ratings.

“When students complete their
degree in Commercial Aviation,
they will have 300 flight hours
logged and the FAA ratings com-
pleted, so that they are prepared
to excel professionally,” stated
Dr. Staci Stone, Vice Provost of

Academic Affairs. “We are excit-
ed to get this first cohort of pilot-
students off the ground.”

Students interested in the Com-
mercial Aviation concentration
must first be accepted to Jax State
before submitting the second-
ary application. The deadline to
submit the Commercial Aviation
concentration application is May
15.

With ACHE approval secured,
JSU will now move forward with
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion application process for Part
141 ground school authorization
and will finalize partnerships
with FAA-certified Part 141 flight
training providers. The univer-
sity has also launched a national
search for its first Aviation De-
partment Head.

ABSENTEE VOTING

MAY 19 - PRIMARY ELECTION
JUNE 16 - PRIMARY RUN-OFF ELECTION

Qualified voters can apply for an absentee ballot that
can be cast by mail, commercial carrier or in person at the
Absentee Election Manager's Office, if he or she makes
application in writing not less than five days prior to the
election and meets one of the following requirements:

A voter may cast an absentee ballot if he or she

* EXPECTS TO BE ABSENT FROM THE COUNTY
on election day

*ISILL OR HAS APHYSICAL DISABILITY that pre-
vents a voter’s personal appearance at their polling pre-
cinct

* IS PHYSICALLY INCAPACITATED AND WILL
NOT BE ABLE TO VOTE IN PERSON BECAUSE
THEY CANNOT ACCESS THEIR ASSIGNED POLL-
ING PLACE DUE TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING DIS-
ABILITIES (neurological, musculoskeletal, respiratory
(including speech organs), cardiovascular, or other life-
altering disorder that affects his or her ability to perform
manual tasks, stand for any length of time, walk unas-
sisted, see, hear or speak) AND: (a) HE OR SHE IS AN
ELDERLY VOTER AGED 65 OR OLDER; OR (b) HE
OR SHE IS A VOTER WITH A DISABILITY

* IS A REGISTERED ALABAMA VOTER LIVING
OUTSIDE THE COUNTY, such as a member of the armed
forces, a voter employed outside the United States, a col-
lege student, or a spouse or child of such a person

« IS AN APPOINTED ELECTION OFFICER OR
POLL WATCHER at a polling place other than his or her
regular polling place

« EXPECTS TO WORK A REQUIRED SHIFT,
10-HOURS OR MORE, that coincides with polling hours

* IS A CAREGIVER for a family member to the second
degree of kinship by affinity or consanguinity and the fam-
ily member is confined to his or her home

* IS CURRENTLY INCARCERATED in prison or jail
and has not been convicted of a felony involving moral
turpitude

If an absentee ballot application is delivered by U.S.
mail or by commercial carrier to the Absentee Election
Manager Office, the application must be received by the
by the 7th day prior to the election. If the absentee ballot
application is delivered in person by the voter only to the
Absentee Election Manager, it must be received by the Sth
day prior to the election.

Absentee applications are available at the Etowah Coun-
ty Absentee Election Managers Office or online at www.
alabamavotes.gov or etowah.alacourt.gov.

Pursuant to Title 17-9-30, Code of Alabama, absentee
ballot applications must now be accompanied by a copy of
current, valid photo identification or voter ID, unless the
voter is exempt from this identification requirement. Fail-
ing to provide the identification will result in your ballot
becoming a provisional ballot.

Emergency Absentee Applications

* A qualified voter requiring emergency medical treat-
ment by a licensed physician within (5) days before an
election. The application must be signed by the physician
and returned to the Absentee Election Manager.

* A voter with a business emergency is required to apply
and vote in-person at the Absentee Election Manager’s Of-
fice. The voter shall sign an affidavit acknowledging that
he or she was not aware of the business emergency (5)
days prior to the election.

* A caregiver for a person who requires emergency treat-
ment by a licensed physician (the voter must deliver the

application by hand to the Absentee Election Manager no
later than (5) days prior to the election).

* A family member to the second degree of kinship by
affinity or consanguinity died within (5) days prior to the
election (the voter must deliver the application by hand to
the Absentee Election Manager no later than the day prior
to the election).

Applications for absentee voting are available at any of
the following locations:

» Absentee Election Manager's Office (Etowah County
Circuit Clerk/Absentee Election Manager, Cassandra
Johnson, 801 Forrest Ave., Suite 202, Gadsden, AL 35901),

* Secretary of State's web page: www.alabamavotes.gov

e United States Armed Forces members, including
spouses, should contact their Commanding Officer for
a UOCAVA application or may go online for assistance
at www.fvap.gov for a Federal Post Card Application
(FPCA).

Note: In a primary election, voters must specify on the
application if they are requesting a Democrat, Republican,
Constitutional Amendment or Other type of ballot.

Separate applications for absentee ballots are required
for elections which are more than 42 days apart, except as
to individuals voting pursuant to the Federal Uniformed
and Overseas Absentee Voting Act, 42 U.S.C. 1973ff.
These two elections only require one application, but you
must select both Primary and Primary Runoft elections.

Each application must be mailed separately - Multiple
applications cannot be mailed in the same envelope, even
if the voters live at the same address.

Completed absentee applications must provide the Ala-
bama residence where the voter is registered to vote, even
if the ballot is to be mailed to another address where the
applicant voter regularly receives mail. If you have moved
and have not updated your polling place you should con-
tact the local Board of Registrars and update your address
prior to applying for an absentee ballot. A completed ap-
plication must be returned by the voter (in-person) or
sent by U.S. Mail or commercial carrier. No one, not even
a family member, can return another person’s application.

The absentee election manager may not give any per-
son access to completed and filed applications for absentee
ballots. This information is not a matter of public record. It
should be considered privileged information just the same
as voter registration applications.

The absentee election manager shall forward absentee
ballots by U.S. Mail to the applicant’s residence address
or upon written request of the voter, to the address where
the voter regularly receives mail or by handing the ballot
to the voter in person or, in the case of medical emergency
voting, to his or her designee in-person. UOCAVA voters
will have the option to vote electronically after submitting
a UOCAVA absentee application.

VOTERS MUST COMPLETE ALL THE INFORMA-
TION ON THE AFFIDAVIT OF THE ABSENTEE VOT-
ER ENVELOPE.

IF THE VOTER’S AFFIDAVIT ENVELOPE IS NOT
SIGNED (OR MARKED WITH AN “X”), AND IF THE
AFFIDAVIT ENVELOPE IS NOT WITNESSED BY
TWO WITNESSES (18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER)
OR BY ANOTARY PUBLIC OR OTHER OFFICER AU-
THORIZED TO ACKNOWLEDGE OATHS, PRIOR TO
BEING DELIVERED OR MAILED TO THE ABSEN-
TEE ELECTION MANAGER, THE BALLOT WILL
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IMPORTANT DATES

Wednesday — March 23 - Absentee voting for
Primary Election and Statewide Primary Election
begins
Monday — May 4 — Last day to register to vote for
the Primary Election
Tuesday — May 12 - Last day for absentee applica-
tions to be received by mail or commercial carrier
for the PRIMARY Election. (17-11-3(A))
Thursday — May 14 - Last day voters can return in-
person, his or her regular absentee application and
absentee vote. No one, not even a family member,
can return another person’s application by hand, (ex-
cept a medical emergency voter named designee).
EMERGENCY ABSENTEE VOTING BEGINS —
(Voter must meet the qualifications required for an
emergency absentee ballot)
Monday — May 18 - Last day a voter may hand-
deliver his or her absentee ballot to the AEM. No
one, not even a family member, can return another
person’s ballot, (except a medical emergency voter
named designee). EMERGENCY ABSENTEE
VOTING ENDS
Tuesday - May 19 — PRIMARY ELECTION DAY
Mailed ballots must be received in mail no later than
(NOON) this date.
Voted medical emergency ballots delivered by the
voter’s designee, must be received no later than
noon today.
Friday — May 29 — Last day to register to vote in-
person for Primary Runoff Election Absentee ballots
delivered for Primary Run-Off.
Monday — June 1 —Last day for voter to register
electronically with the Secretary of State Office.
Tuesday — June 2— Absentee voting OPENS for the
Primary Runoff Election.
Tuesday — June 9 - Last day for absentee applica-
tions to be received by mail for the PRIMARY
RUN-OFF Election. (17-11-3(A))
Thursday — June 11 - Last day voters can return in
person, his or her regular absentee application. No
one, not even a family member, can return another
person’s application by hand, (except a medical
emergency voter named designee). EMERGENCY
ABSENTEE VOTING BEGINS (Voter must meet
the qualifications required for an emergency absen-
tee ballot)
Monday — June 15 - Last day voters can return
in person, his or her regular absentee ballot. No
one, not even a family member, can return another
person’s ballot, (except a medical emergency voter
named designee). EMERGENCY ABSENTEE
VOTING ENDS
Tuesday — June 16 - PRIMARY RUN-OFF ELEC-
TION DAY

For more information about absentee voting, please
visit Alabama Secretary of State website at www.alabam-
avotes.gov or visit the Etowah County Circuit Clerk’s Of-
fice website at www.etowah.alacourt.gov.

Nana’s Attic
Consignment Shop

256-546-9281 ~ 429 Ewing Avenue North Gadsden, AL. 35901

Women’s and Children’s shoes,
jewelry and clothing,
Including name brands.
Also, a variety of
household items and
collectibles. For all your spring
and summer needs!
Tuesday - Friday

Nana’s Attic

/] \ S~

205-862-2384

Oscar Huey, R.D.

A/C & Refrigerator Repair | Senior Discount |
Nights & Weekends Same Price

Mention this ad to receive a 10% discount.

04-03-26 page A5.indd 1

4/2/2026 3:32:50 PM



gadsdenmessenger.com

April 3, 2026/A6

LIFESTYLE

GPL honored for innovative social work internship

The Gadsden Public Library was hon-
ored March 20 by Jacksonville State Uni-
versity’s School of Social Work with its
“Innovative Social Work Internship Site
Award” recognizing the library’s creative
and effective internship partnership with
Jax State social work students.

The award was presented before ap-
proximately 400 attendees at the School
of Social Work’s 46th Annual Social Work
Conference, held at the Anniston City
Center. It was a proud moment for our li-
brary and an affirmation of a program that
has quietly made a real difference for the
people we serve.

For the past three years, Gadsden Public
Library has partnered with Jacksonville
State University to host either a Bachelor
of Social Work (BSW) or Master of Social
Work (MSW) student intern each semes-
ter. The internship requires 450 hours of
service and places the student in a highly
visible and meaningful role within the
daily life of the library.

Our current intern, Lydia Avery-Tucker,
began her work with the library on Janu-
ary 9 and is expected to complete her
internship at the end of April or in early
May. Lydia serves at the Information
Desk on the first floor of the library, where

she is supervised by LaShunda Williams,
Manager of Public Services; Gelaine Kel-
ley, Library Assistant; and me, as Library
Director.

This internship is unique because it re-
flects a simple truth about today’s public
libraries: not everyone who walks through
our doors is looking for a book.

Many visitors come to the library for
programs, clubs, internet access, or a quiet
place to study. Others come because they
need something deeper — help with a job
application, a résumé, access to services,
or guidance during a difficult moment in
life. Some need to be connected with lo-
cal nonprofits or agencies in Gadsden and
Etowah County. Others may be facing
housing insecurity, utility problems, or
mental health challenges.

Library staff work hard every day to
serve the public well, but librarians are
not trained social workers. That is what
makes this partnership so valuable.

As I often say, “The idea behind the in-
ternship is that not everyone entering the
library is looking for a book. Some are
looking for creative children’s or teen pro-
grams, some are looking to attend book or
chess clubs, while others are looking for
hope.”

At Gadsden Public Library, everyone
is welcome through our doors as long as
they behave appropriately. This internship
helps us better meet people where they
are. When patrons arrive with difficult
personal challenges or complex needs,
they can be directed to someone with
training to listen, assist, and connect them
with the right resources.

The presence of a social work intern
also helps relieve pressure on front desk
staff, allowing library employees to focus
on traditional library services while en-
suring that patrons in crisis or distress are
met with compassion and informed sup-
port.

We are grateful to Jacksonville State
University’s School of Social Work for
recognizing this partnership and for trust-
ing the Gadsden Public Library as a learn-
ing site for future social workers. We
are especially thankful for the dedicated
work of our interns, including Lydia, and
for the leadership of LaShunda and Ge-
laine in making this program successful.
In addition, we’d like to thank Julie Nix,
Francesca Guida-Hall, Jonathan Adams,
Dominique Maywald, and Robyn Snider
at the School of Social Work at Jax State.

Public libraries have always been

N
~ 3 Welcome
2 to the
‘ Library

Craig Scott

places of learning, connection, and com-
munity. Increasingly, they are also places
where people come seeking stability, di-
rection, and hope. This award reminds us
that creative partnerships can help librar-
ies respond to those needs in meaningful
and lasting ways.

Gadsden Public Library: 254 South
College Street, downtown Gadsden (next
to the U.S. Post Office). Phone: 256-549-
4699

Genealogy Branch: 2700 West Meighan
Boulevard, Alabama City (corner of West
Meighan and Wall Street). Phone: 256-
549-4688

Craig Scott is the library director of the
Gadsden Public Library and a past presi-
dent of the Alabama Library Association
(ALLA).

A spring full of new chapters

Tabitha Bozeman

Well, that’s a wrap on March, 2026 —
Women’s History Month. March offered
an opportunity to look back at women who
contributed in the past to the world we live
in now, and to consider the women in our
own lives who have made an impact on
us. But now we are looking forward, and
spring is in full force. This week, spider-
wort, irises, wild violets, fleabane, azaleas,
and more have absolutely burst into bloom
in my yard, reminding me that looking
back is necessary and important, but his-
tory isn’t only in the past. We are living
and witnessing women making a differ-
ence, creating history, in the present, as it
unfolds in our homes, schools, workplaces,
and communities. Often, the everyday mo-
ments we take for granted are shaping the
history of those around us.

This Sunday is Easter, a time many re-
flect on historical and biblical events, and I
remember as a child always being fascinat-
ed with the women in the Easter stories be-
cause they showed up when others avoid-

ed, they knew and expected grief and the
discomfort of loss, and they were willing to
bear witness to suffering. They showed up
to work, to care, to help close one chapter
and write the beginning of the next. They
became the story-tellers, the meaning-
makers. Where it looked like their narra-
tive was ending, they found continuity and
an opportunity to create a future.

This spring has been full of new chap-
ters for me. This Easter, I will be holding
my new granddaughter. My first child has
become a parent. My first daughter is driv-
ing. My second daughter is about to start
her last year in middle school. My young-
est daughter is finishing elementary school.
I 'am moving into the next phase of life, and
I expected it to be full of loss and grief and
discomfort, but each day I find new op-
portunities to shape my story, to make new
meaning, and to explore how my own chil-
dren are moving into their futures. Each
generation inherits limitations and possi-
bilities — supporting them as they explore
these is much more of an adventure than
I’d ever expected.

Most of the time, we don’t recognize the
moments in our lives as we move from one
chapter into the next — we are just busy
with the everydayness of showing up and
getting things done. But I took some time
this week to pay attention to my every-
dayness, the and what it says about where
I am in life. This week, I bore witness to

my children moving into their futures. I
watched my son and his fiancee care for
their newborn with the utmost attention
and love. I let my 16-year-old drive herself
to work in my car (it was simultaneously
a proud and terrifying experience). I have
observed my middle schooler craft and
care for new friendships. I have both com-
forted and celebrated my youngest as she
navigates difficult social situations. I have
sat with each of them in the discomfort of
change, borne witness to their growth, and
championed their futures. I have also con-
sidered my own narrative and lived expe-
riences, examined how I internally frame
them, and have made adjustments. Spring
isn’t only about looking back and celebrat-
ing history, it’s also about looking forward
to growth and change.

Throughout literature, women are of-
ten the time-keepers, the story-tellers, and
the meaning-makers. Some of my favorite
writers, Ursula K LeGuin, Lois Lowery,
Margaret Atwood, and Madeleine L’Engle,
crafted women who are not only in stories,
but who actively shape the stories’ mean-
ing. In LeGuin’s The Tombs of Atuan, the
narrator develops from a young child with
no agency over her life, to the keeper of
stories, to the creator of new narratives.
In Lois Lowry’s Gathering Blue, the main
character is trained to trace and track the
stories and history of the community
through her art, preserving what needs to
be remembered, realizing as she does so
that details are being left out, and eventu-
ally choosing to create new narratives for

the future. Margaret Atwood continuously
gives us women who survive, record, and
shape history and narratives. In Hand-
maid’s Tale, the main character uses sto-
ry-telling as both survival and resistance,
preserving the past and narrating for a fu-
ture reader. The Blind Assassin, the main
character is a woman who tells stories to
help restore meaning after a long silence.
Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time,
three women function much like the wom-
en at the tomb in the Easter story: they bear
witness, share the knowledge of the past,
and help make sense of the events as they
unfold. Over and over again in history and
in literature, women function as time-keep-
ers, story-tellers, and meaning-makers.
This spring, as I watch my son parent
my new granddaughter, and witness my
daughters moving forward in their lives, I
remember that women not only inherit the
stories of the past, we also create the nar-
ratives of the future. Because of this, the
narratives we tell ourselves about our lives
and timelines and relationships matter —
words have power, stories create reality,
and the future is created one moment of
showing up after another. What we might
first see as discomfort, grief, or ending
often offers opportunity to imagine possi-
bility and craft new narratives, reminding
ourselves as Kira does in Gathering Blue,
that we can “fill the future with something

better.”

Tabitha Bozeman is an instructor at
GSCC. Email at tabithabozeman@gmail.
com.

Halladay focuses on helping people better understand their
thoughts, emotions and behaviors while developing practical tools
they can use in their daily lives. Her work often incorporates evi-
dence-based approaches such as cognitive behavioral therapy and
dialectical behavior techniques, tailored to meet each person’s in-
dividual needs.

After earning her master’s degree from Jacksonville State Uni-
versity, she established her private practice, where she has worked
since 2003.

As awareness of mental health continues to grow, Halladay’s col-
umn will offer a consistent, local voice grounded in experience and
understanding. Her goal is to provide readers with information that
is not only informative, but also practical and relevant.

“You don’t have to be in crisis to deserve support,” Halladay said.
“You don’t need to wait until everything falls apart to start caring
for your mental health.. It’s about being honest and learning how to
take care of yourself along the way.

Mindful Moment

In honor of National Stress Awareness Month, we would like to
introduce you to our newest columnist, Carrie Halladay, a local li-
censed professional counselor and founder of Halladay Counseling.

For more than two decades, she has worked with individuals and
families facing a wide range of challenges — from managing stress
and navigating relationships to learning how to navigate trauma and
major life transitions.

She aims to make conversations about mental health more acces-
sible, breaking down stigma and encouraging a more open dialogue
within the community.

Through her new weekly column, she will offer readers insight
into the emotional struggles many people experience, along with
guidance rooted in both professional expertise and real-world ap-
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Faith and fear in a foreign land
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Sandra Bost

Standing in the emergency room in a
foreign land, holding the lifeless body
of my 9-month-old is an image that still

haunts me nearly 25 years later. I re-
member it almost like it was yesterday.

Our son had not been well for weeks.
Usually a happy boy, he just seemed a
little fussier than usual. I had taken him
to the doctor several times, and even
tried a new doctor to see if she could help
us figure it out. All they came up with
was an ear infection. When I asked about
his weight loss, they said he was just los-
ing his baby fat. Since he was around
30 pounds, nobody really worried about
that. Except for me.

I remember the day I decided to plant
myself at the doctor’s office until I had
an answer. We had been at the pool that
April morning. Our son had fallen asleep

in the stroller, so I laid him down in his
crib when we got home. He was breath-
ing so hard and fast, just laying there.
I called a friend nearby to watch our
daughter (which I never did), ordered a
taxi, and phoned my husband to meet me
at the hospital.

Doctors’ offices in Jeddah, Saudi Ara-
bia were housed inside the hospitals. I
did not have an appointment this par-
ticular time, but I made my way to our
doctor’s exam room anyway. I knocked
on the door and his nurse asked me to
wait. She must have seen the panic on
my face because she sent the doctor out
to us right away. He took one look at our
boy, and checked his blood sugar. The
glucometer lit up, “High.”

My husband had just arrived as we
were being sent to the hospital across
town to the pediatric endocrinologist.
That 20 minute car ride felt like forev-
er as we were trying to wrap our minds
around what was happening.

Upon arrival, we were tasked with fill-
ing out paperwork and paying a ridicu-
lous amount of money, because in Saudi
you have hospital specific insurance and
this was not our hospital. While my hus-
band was calling friends to help with the
financial situation, I was sitting there,

helplessly holding my baby. All I could
do was pray. I don’t even know what
I prayed for, but as I prayed, courage
came over me. I remember barging into
the treatment room with my baby in my
arms and crying, “Can someone please
help my baby.”

A doctor took one look at his limp
body and said, “I will help your baby.”
He took him from me, and I watched, in
horror, as a team of doctors and nurses
tried to get an IV into his dehydrated
little arms, feet -- or anything. By this
time, he had even stopped whimpering.
He just laid there while they poked his
little body. Their attempts for an IV were
unsuccessful. Minutes before they came
to take him to surgery to insert a picc line,
another doctor walked into the room, and
asked if he could try. We were desperate.
Miraculously, with one stick, this doctor
inserted an IV into our boy’s left arm. We
were so grateful, but we forgot to ask his
name. When we asked about him later,
nobody knew who he was.

Over the next few days, we would
learn that our son had Type 1 diabetes
as the risks of his critical condition were
explained to us. By the merciful grace
of God our baby’s body responded well
to the treatment. We took a crash course

in counting carbohydrates and checking
blood sugar in sweet little fingers and
toes. And we practiced giving shots to an
orange.

In those scary days, a few things stood
out to us. The first thing was the pres-
ence of the unknown doctor who just
happened to be able to get an IV in when
no one else was able. Another thing was
the presence of Filipino nurses who were
Christians. They knew we were Chris-
tians because our son’s first name is
Joshua (the English name for “Yahweh
is Salvation”). These nurses faithfully
prayed over our boy whenever they came
to check on him. We also found out about
their secret church. Immediately The
Lord formed a bond between our hearts.
He would later use us to bring Bibles,
music, and other teaching materials to
these people.

This experience taught us that even
though we do not understand God’s
ways, He never wastes one tear or trial.
Romans 8:28 reminds us that He is al-
ways at work for our ultimate Good and
the Good of others. And, for that, we
give Him glory!

Connect with Bost on social media
platforms by searching for “Sandra Mul-
lins Bost.”

Reflect on the cross, remember the cost

Good Friday forces us to slow down
and face the weight of what Jesus en-
dured. The cross was not symbolic. It
was real. The pain was real. The sacri-
fice was real. And in His final moments,
Jesus did not stay silent. He spoke seven
powerful statements that still speak to us
today.

From the cross, He said, “Father, for-
give them.” Even in agony, He chose for-
giveness. That reminds us that no matter
what has been done to us, forgiveness is
not optional for those who follow Him.

He told the thief, “Today you will be
with me in paradise.” In that moment,
we see that grace is not earned. It is re-
ceived. It is never too late for redemp-
tion.

He said, “Woman, behold your son.”
Even while dying, He cared for others.
That shows us that love does not stop in
suffering.

He cried out, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” He felt the
weight of separation so we would never
have to. Even in moments when we feel
distant from God, we are never aban-
doned.

He declared, “I thirst.” The Savior of
the world experienced human weakness.
He understands our struggles, our pain,
and our need.

Then He said, “It is finished.” Not “I
am finished.” But “it is finished.” The
work of sin’s defeat was complete. The
debt was paid in full.

And finally, “Father, into your hands I
commit my spirit.” Even in death, Jesus
trusted the Father completely.

But the story does not end on Friday.

Because early Sunday morning, every-
thing changed.

The stone was rolled away. The tomb
was empty. Death was defeated. What

looked like loss turned into victory.
What looked like the end became a new
beginning.

Easter reminds us that God is still in
the business of resurrection. He can take
what is broken and bring it back to life.
He can take what feels finished in your
life and write a new chapter. The same
power that raised Jesus from the grave is
still at work today.

So, as you reflect on the cross, remem-
ber the cost.

And as you celebrate the empty tomb,
remember the victory.

Friday shows us the sacrifice.

Sunday shows us the power.

And because of both, we now live with
hope.

Walk in grace. Stand in truth. Live
blessed.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the
Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in At-

talla, Alabama, where his preaching is
real, relevant and rooted in the unchang-
ing Word of God. Beyond the pulpit, he
serves as CEO of Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of Northeast Alabama, leading life-
changing mentoring initiatives that em-
power young people across five counties.
His leadership bridges the gap between
the Church and the community, inspiring
collaboration, compassion and lasting
transformation.
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OBITUARIES

Barbara Faye Hall

GADSDEN - Barbara
Faye Hall, 84, of Gadsden,
passed away peacefully on
March 24, surrounded by
love.

Barbara was born on Oc-
tober 28, 1941, in Albert-
ville, Alabama, and was
raised in Geraldine, where
she graduated from Geral-
dine High School in 1960.

She married the love of
her life, Ronnie Hall, and to-
gether they built a life cen-
tered around faith, family,
and community in Gadsden.

Barbara was a devoted
wife, mother, and grand-
mother. She is survived
by her daughter, Loretta
Stowers (Danny), and her

son, Clark Hall (Sally); her 78

grandchildren,  Benjamin
Hall, Jonathon Hall, and
DJ Stowers; and her great-
grandchildren, Tristan,
Ethan, Olivia, and Adalyn.
Barbara spent her early

years as a stay-at-home
mother, later becoming
self-employed  alongside

her daughter, Loretta, for
many years. She eventually
worked alongside her son,
Clark, in his law practice
until her retirement in 2020.

She had a deep love for
bowling and was inducted
into the Bowling Hall of
Fame in 1988.

Barbara’s life was ground-
ed in her faith in Jesus
Christ, whom she accepted
as her Lord and Savior at a
young age.

She was known for her vi-
brant personality, her quick
wit, and her ability to make
everyone feel welcome. She
truly never met a stranger.

>

Kenneth Lasseter
Juanise Lasseter

Brother Kenneth Lasseter,
84, and his beloved wife,
Juanise Lasseter, 84, were
called home to be with the
Lord just one day apart—
Juanise on March 23, and
Kenneth on March 24.

Brother Kenneth faith-
fully served the Lord for
many years, preaching His
word and pastoring numer-
ous local churches. He was
well known throughout the
community for sharing the
Gospel, loving people, and
pointing others to Jesus at
every opportunity.

By his side every step of
the way was his devoted
wife and best friend, Juanise.
She loved her family deeply
and was a friend to many.
Her ministry was caring for
others—especially through
cooking—and anyone who
sat at her table knew they
were truly loved.

Together, Kenneth and
Juanise built a life centered
on Christ and love. It is only
fitting that they were not
apart for long, a beautiful
reflection of a bond that was
strong on earth and is now
made whole in Heaven.

They were preceded in
death by their infant daugh-
ter, Debra Denise Lasseter.

They are survived by their
daughters, Elizabeth (Tim)
Elliott and Janice (Jason)
Gray; grandchildren, Laura
Elliott, Megan (Nathan)
Williams, J.J. Gray, and
Jase Gray; and great-grand-
children, Elliott and Palmer
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Williams.

Carl Jackson

GADSDEN - Carl S.
Jackson, Gadsden, passed
away Monday, March 30,
at his Residence. Mr. Jack-
son is survived by his wife.
We ask that you please keep
this family in your heart and
prayers during their time of
bereavement.

Charles Ronald “Ronnie”

Bryan
GADSDEN - Charles
Ronald “Ronnie” Bryan,

Jr., 76, of Gadsden, passed
away peacefully on March

Ronnie was born on De-
cember 16, 1949 in Gads-
den, Alabama, to Charles
and Mina Bryan, Ronnie
was raised and spent many
of his most cherished years
in the Coates Bend commu-
nity, surrounded by loving
family and dear friends. He
attended Gaston School and
was a devoted member of
Macedonia Baptist Church,
later joining Union 3 Baptist
Church.

He loved his family deep-
ly, often reminiscing about
his father, mother, sister, and
brother-in-law. Ronnie’s fa-
ther, an Auburn alumnus,
taught him the ways of an
Auburn man. Ronnie took
his duties as a tried-and-true
supporter of the Auburn Ti-
gers seriously. His mother
taught him the love of gospel
music, which brought him

joy and comfort through-

out his life. During his last
years, he expressed excite-
ment about being reunited
with his parents. The fam-
ily finds peace in knowing
he is now with his Savior,
his mother and father, and
family and friends who have
gone before him.

Ronnie was the kind of
uncle every family needs,
steadfast and always pres-
ent. He never missed a
game, recital, or milestone,
no matter how big or small,
and showed up with genu-
ine pride and enthusiasm.
As a result of their close
relationships, Ronnie taught
his niece and nephews, and
great nieces and nephews,
the true meaning of family,
commitment, compassion,
inclusion, sacrifice, and ad-
vocacy and life-lessons that
will shape generations to
come.

Ronnie showed everyone
around him the true mean-
ing of connection and com-
munity. Whether he was
biking around the bend, at-
tending church, gathering
at the community center, or
supporting school events,
Ronnie always greeted oth-
ers with a warm smile, took
a genuine interest in their
lives, and offered unwav-
ering encouragement and
support. He taught those
around him the meaning of
unconditional love and pure,
child-like joy. His connect-
edness with others showed
how impactful a supportive
community is for belonging
and quality of life.

Although Ronnie’s expe-
riences in life were not easy,
he was resilient and demon-
strated how the little things
in life are really the big
things. In his own unique
and powerful way, Ronnie’s
life became a lesson in love,
perseverance, and connec-
tion, one that will stay with
his family and friends al-
ways. It is unmistakable that
his journey exemplified the
power of a praying mother
and God’s faithfulness.

Ronnie was preceded in
death by his father, Charles
Bryan; mother, Mina Horton

Bryan; sister, Lana Bryan
Kilpatrick; and, brother-in-
law, Kenneth Kilpatrick.

He is survived by his
niece, Kimberly (Scott)
Fells;  nephews  Kevin
(Kriszti) Kilpatrick, Kasey
Kilpatrick, and Brian (Eri-
ca) Kilpatrick; great nieces
Sawyer Kilpatrick, Gracie
(Jakob) Morris, Lani Fells,
and Macy Fells; great neph-
ews Noah Kilpatrick, Ben
(Sierra) Kilpatrick, Lincoln
Kilpatrick, and Jake Ede;
great-great nephews Everett
and Ryder Kilpatrick. Pall-
bearers will be Kevin Kil-
patrick, Kasey Kilpatrick,
Brian Kilpatrick, Lincoln
Kilpatrick, Brad Barnes, and
Scott Fells.

The family sincerely ex-
presses their gratitude to
the ICU and Comfort Care
teams at Atrium Floyd in
Rome, Georgia, as well as
the staff at Cherokee County
Health and Rehab Center in
Centre, Alabama, for their
compassionate care and sup-
port.

>l

Gary Maxwell Henry

RAINBOW CITY -
Gary Maxwell Henry passed
away on Monday, March 23,
at the age of 79. Born on
August 13, 1946, Gary was
a resident of Rainbow City,
Alabama.

He was preceded in death
by his parents Kermit (Dor-
thy) Henry & Vida Faye
(Norman) Ferguson and his
brother James (Rita) Henry
and his sister Vickie (Har-
old) Wright.

Gary is survived by his
loving wife of 46 years,
Joan Catherine Henry; his
children, Angela (Leonard)
Henry, Gregory (Beverly)
Henry and Jeffrey (Robyn)
Henry; 4 grandchildren and
9 great grandchildren. He
is survived by his beloved
brothers and sisters, Phil-
lip (Faye) Henry, Roger
(Kathy) Henry, Sarah (Neal)
Glassco, Patsy (Jonathan)
Carn, Freddie Colvin, Kathy
(Gary) Johnson along with
extended family and friends
who will deeply miss him.

Esther Cobb Bell Moore

HOKES BLUFF - Mrs.
Esther Bell Moore, 92,
Hokes Bluff, passed away
Friday, March 20, at her res-
idence. Moore is survived
by her family.

<>

Ernestine Sheffield

GADSDEN - Ernestine
Sheffield, 103, of Gadsden,
passed away on Thursday,
March 26.

Mrs. Sheffield was a for-
mer employee of Profes-
sional Opticians. She was
a proud mother who found
joy in the simple pleasures
of life. She loved to cook
and read and enjoyed spend-
ing time chatting on the
phone, often sharing stories
and laughter. She especially
cherished time spent with
her friends and family.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Oliver
Street Huff and Bessie Jane
Huff; her husbands, Charles
W. Hammock and Tommy
Sheffield; her son, Grady
Ray Hammock; her sisters,
Cloma Dell Rogers Head,
Bessie Faye Huff, and Con-
nie Sue Huff; and her broth-
er, Oliver Ray Huff.

She is survived by her
daughter-in-law, Diane
Glidewell; her brother, Tra-
vis Lynn Huff (Jeanette);
her sisters, Julia Ann Walker
and Debra Kay Graham
(Aaron); her niece, Oma
Jane Corbin; and her spe-
cial friends, Joyce Stephens

and Ann Borne. She is also
survived by three grandchil-
dren and many nieces and
nephews.

The family requests that
no flowers be sent.

The family would like
to express their heartfelt
gratitude for the loving care
provided by ACG Hospice,
Thomas Harper, and all of
her devoted caregivers.

Geneva Downs Benefield

GADSDEN -  Geneva
Downs Benefield, 88, of
Gadsden. She was appro-
priately called to her heav-
enly home on Palm Sunday,
March 29, surrounded by
her loving family and care-
givers. Pastor Jordan Self
of Falls Mountain Global
Methodist Church will offi-
ciate. Collier-Butler Funeral
and Cremation Services will
direct.

Mrs. Benefield was a car-
ing wife, mother, grand-
mother, and friend to all
who knew her. She lived
up to her saying of being
“COUNTRY  STRONG”
throughout her entire life.
There were no boundaries as
to what she would do for her
family. Her last words, “I
love my whole family with
all my heart,” exemplified
this. Our precious Geneva
brought joy and comfort to
all who knew her. She was
an inspiration to her family,
caregivers, and friends.

She was preceded in death
by her devoted husband and
best friend of 56 years, Fred
Benefield; parents, Emmett
and Lucille Downs; and sis-
ter, Lavada Dalton.

She is survived by her two
daughters, Cindy Pike Shef-
field (Ken) and Susan John-
son (Rex); her two grand-
children, Shauna Fuhrman
Keiner (Todd) and Will Pike;
a host of precious cousins,
nieces, and nephews; not
to mention grand-dogs and
“adopted” children.

Pallbearers were Will
Pike, Rex Johnson, Ken
Sheffield, Todd Keiner, Dale
Vaughn, and David Dalton.
Honorary pallbearers are
friends of Gulf State Steel,
where she spent her 45-year
career.

In special thanks, we rec-
ognize our adoring friend,
Jackie Aldridge Faust, for
her care and support. Our
family would like to ex-
press our sincere gratitude
to her wonderful caregiv-
ers, Jeanne’s Dream Team:
Rachel, Amber, Jamie, Ann,
Claudette, Jeanette, Misty,
Braylen, and Enhabit Hos-
pice nurses.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Falls
Mountain Global Method-
ist Church, 209 Mary Lou
Circle, Gadsden, AL 35904.

“Life is not measured
by the breaths we take, but
the moments that take our
breath away. Thank you,
Mom and grandmother, for
the beautiful life and the ex-
ample you led for all of us
here on earth. Heaven has
gained a beautiful angel. We
love you so much, and we
will meet you there.”

e

Quinlee Grace Farmer

Quinlee Grace Farmer
was born sleeping on March
24, 2026. She was a pre-
cious little angel who was
taken too soon. Her time on
this Earth was short, but the
love for Quinlee will last a
lifetime.

She is preceded in death
by her grandfather, Don
Harcrow, and her great-
grandparents, Edith and
James Cooper, and Larry
Farmer.

Left to miss and love
Quinlee are her parents,
Tony Farmer and Miranda
Harcrow, her sister, Hartlee
Farmer, her brother, Britton
Farmer, her grandparents,
Sedana Harcrow, Tony D.
Farmer Sr., Christy Wilson
and John Graham, her un-
cles, Cameron Harris, Jessy
Lipscomb, Jimmy Lip-
scomb, Hayden Lipscomb,
Jeff Bevels, and Jason Ep-
person, her aunts, Breanna
Harcrow, Stephanie Jack-
son, Belinda Lodge, Raven
Tinsley, Jenny Epperson
and Jocelyn Garrard, her
great grandmothers, Linda
Farmer, Faye Michael and
Bobby Epperson and special
friends, the Yates Family.

>l
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Janice Ann Pittman
Hall

STEELE - Janice Ann
Pittman Hall, 90, of Steele,
passed away peacefully on
March 2. Born on Nov. 24,
1935, in Wilson County,
North Carolina, Janice lived
a life defined by faith, devo-
tion to family, and enduring
love.

Jan was the daughter of
MaryAnn and Ivey Pittman
and grew up alongside her
siblings—her brother Ron
and sisters Nelda, Faye.
As the youngest, she often
fondly reminded her sib-
lings of her “baby” status.
Raised during the Great De-
pression, Jan learned early
the value of family, resil-
ience, and togetherness—
bonds that remained strong
throughout her life.

On Oct. 24, 1953, she mar-
ried the love of her life, Joe
Green Hall, in Goldsboro,
North Carolina. Together,
they built a life centered on
love and family. They wel-
comed their daughter, Tere-
sa Jo (Terri), in 1954. Later,
they lovingly adopted their
son, Stephen Allen (Steve),
completing their family in
1962. Janice cherished her
role as a mother and poured
her heart into raising her
children.

In 1965, the family re-
located to Alabama when
Joe’s career as a railroad en-
gineer brought them there.
They eventually settled in
Center Point before pur-
chasing a farm in Ashville in
1979, where Jan truly found
joy in creating a warm, wel-
coming home.

Jan’s faith was a corner-
stone of her life. She be-
came a devoted member
of First Baptist Church of
Ashville, where she faith-
fully attended services and
was an active participant in
her Sunday School class.
Her spiritual journey deep-
ened alongside her daughter
Terri, and both shared the
special experience of being
baptized together.

Known for her kind spirit
and loving heart, Jan trea-
sured time spent with her
family. She also enjoyed
shopping trips and weekly
lunches with dear friends,
especially her close friend
Freda. Her warmth, laugh-
ter, and gentle nature will
be deeply missed by all who
knew her.

Even as her health de-
clined, Janice remained
steadfast in her faith, fac-
ing the end of her life with
peace, assurance, and no
fear—confident in her eter-
nal home with her Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

She was preceded in death
by her beloved husband, Joe
Hall; her parents, MaryAnn
and Ivey Pittman.

Jan is survived by her
daughter, Terri (Don) Up-
tain; her son, Steve (Debo-
rah) Hall; grandchildren
Dana (Scott) Jones, Amber
(David) McCreless, and
Casey (April) Moring; and
great-grandsons Joe Uptain,

Tyler Morring, Sam Cole-
man, Jackson McCreless,
Slade Jones, and Jase Mor-
ring. She also leaves behind
many extended family mem-
bers and dear friends who
will cherish her memory.

Jackie Sue Carmack

GADSDEN - Jackie Sue
Carmack (“Mama Mack”),
85, of Gadsden, entered her
heavenly home on March
24.

Jackie was a lifelong resi-
dent of Etowah County and
a graduate of Etowah High
School, Class of 1958. She
earned her bachelor’s degree
in education from Jackson-
ville State University and
later obtained her master’s
degree in education from the
University of Alabama.

Jackie dedicated more
than 43 years to education.
She began her career at John
Jones Elementary and Gen-
eral Forrest and later taught
physical education at Gads-
den State Community Col-
lege. During her time there,
she taught tennis, table ten-
nis, and weightlifting, and
was especially fond of her
role as cheerleading coach.
Jackie loved her vocation
and took great pride in being
a teacher. She was deeply
passionate about her calling
and poured her heart into
shaping her students’ lives,
leaving a lasting impact on
many.

She was active in her
community and a member of
the Red Hat Society. Jackie
enjoyed gardening, travel-
ing, and spending time with
her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She was a
member of Paden Baptist
Church and later East Gads-
den Baptist Church, where
she faithfully nurtured her
children’s love for the Lord
and their personal relation-
ship with Christ.

Jackie was preceded in
death by her father, Ross
Moore; her mother, Lillie
Bell (“Pat”) Moore; and her
sisters, Faye Hamilton and
Adalia Browning.

She is survived by her
children, Joey (Kelly) Car-
mack and Carol Carmack;
her beloved grandchildren,
Ashley, Chandler, Michael
(Hannah) Carmack, Colter
(Tiffany) Swafford, Grant
Carmack, and Elijah Car-
mack; and her great-grand-
children, Emily, Wolfgang,
Emory, Evelyn, David,
Daniel, and Adeline. She is
also survived by many spe-
cial nieces and nephews, as
well as two honorary family
members, Holly Messer and
Jason Dendy.

Pallbearers were Michael
Carmack, Colter Swafford,
Elijah Carmack, Grant Car-
mack, Preston Carmack, and
Brian Carmack.

The family would like to
express their sincere grati-
tude to the caregivers at Oak
Landing in Attalla, The Hav-
en in Gulf Shores, Waterford
at Creckside in Pensacola,
and Emerald Coast Hospice.
The family is deeply grate-
ful for the respectful and
loving care Jackie received.

Mary Elizabeth (McCain)
Wise

GADSDEN - With heart-
felt sympathy, we announce
the earthly transition of
Mary Elizabeth McCain
Wise of Gadsden, who trad-
ed mortal for immortality on
Thursday, March 26, at the
age of 81.

Peggy Williams

Peggy Williams passed
away on March 27, at the
age of 71.
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Jesse Benjamin
Killingsworth II

GADSDEN - Jesse Ben-
jamin Killingsworth I, 84
of Gadsden, passed away on
March 28, at his home.

He is preceded in death by
his parents, Jesse Benjamin
and Alma Bell Killingsworth
and several brothers and sis-
ters.

Left to cherish the memory
of Jesse, is his loving wife,
Phyllis J. Killingsworth, his
children, Jesse Benjamin
Killingsworth III and Tonia
Renea Killingsworth, his
grandchildren, Jesse Benja-
min Killingsworth IV, Justin
Levi Killingsworth, Destiny
Killingsworth Werner, Brit-
tany Killingsworth, Crystal,
Donnie, Ava Fae, Holly Kay,
and Gavin, great-grandchild,
Kade, and a host of nieces and
nephews.

Jesse was a member of the
Pentecostal Church of God.
He attended Barber School at
a very young age and worked
alongside his father as a bar-
ber for several years. After
the passing of his father, Jesse
was called into the Ministry
and spent almost 10 years
studying, during which he ob-
tained his Doctorate Degree
in Theology. Along his trav-
els and Pastorship of many
churches, he also attended
Zales Jewelers School and
a highly recognized suit and
clothing Taylor School. He
loved playing Gretsch Gui-
tars and collecting guns. He
was the Texas #1 Six-Shooter
Fast Draw winner for three
years. He was a blessing to
everyone he met and lov-
ingly shared his wisdom and
experiences with those who
desired to learn more. He will
be dearly missed.

Pamela Byram Conry

GADSDEN - Pamela By-
ram Conry passed on March
24, at the age of 70. Born on
Feb. 11, 1956, in Alabama,
she was a resident of Gads-
den.

Eddie Hough
PELLHAM -

Eddie
Hough, 71, of Pellham, Ala-
bama, passed away on March
23. He will be laid to rest at

Williams
etery.

Eddie was a proud graduate
of Gaston High School, Class
0f 1973, and went on to attend
Gadsden State Vocational
School for electrical training.
He completed an apprentice-
ship with the IBEW, working
for 5 years before beginning
a long and dedicated career
as an industrial electrician.
His work took him across the
country, and he eventually re-
tired in the Birmingham area.

Eddie had a deep love of
music and was an avid gui-
tarist. He was also an Eagle
Scout, a testament to his char-
acter, discipline, and love for
the outdoors.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Bill and Iva
Hough, and his beloved wife,

Southside Cem-

Renee Hough.
Eddie is survived by his
sister, Amanda Mountain

(Randall Mountain); nieces,
Brooke Vining (Joey Vining),
Kristy Phillips (Kevin Phil-
lips); nephews, Tyler Reeves
(Gina Reeves), Randy Moun-
tain, and Tracy Mountain;
grand-nephews, Braxton
Reeves, Reeves Vining, Pay-
ton Vining; and one grand-
niece, Anna Reece Reeves.

Pallbearers were Tyler
Reeves, Joey Vining, Braxton
Reeves, and Reeves Vining.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made to St. Jude’s
Children’s Research Hospital
in his honor.
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Jean Brooks Callan

GADSDEN - Jean
Brooks Callan, 101, of Gads-
den, passed away peacefully
at home.

Born in Gadsden, Ala-
bama, on May 18, 1924, Jean
was a teacher for many years
and helped establish and run
a school at College Heights
Baptist Church, where she
served as director. She was an
artist who loved to travel and
was a great cook, gardener,
and avid reader. She cher-
ished her time at both College
Heights Baptist Church and
later at Macedonia Baptist
Church in Hokes Bluff. Jean
could often be found reading
her Bible and praying, as she
faithfully lived out her Chris-
tian beliefs.

Jean is survived by her
daughter, Deana (Jeff) Thack-
er; son, Richard (Cheri)
Brooks; and  son-in-law,
Clark Lancaster. She is also
survived by her grandchil-
dren: Scott (Krystal) Lancast-
er, Brooke Lancaster, Kyle
Thacker, Lauren (Colton)
Harden, Leah (Patrick) Pat-
terson, Graham Brooks, and
Hannah (Britton) Garrett;
and great-grandchildren: Car-
son, Jackson, Mack, Arden,
Carter, Adrian, Kaleigh, Ara-
bella, Coralyn, Bella Kate,
and Bentley, along with many
cherished nieces, nephews,
and extended family mem-
bers.

Jean was preceded in death
by her parents, Herman and
Josie Thompson; her broth-
ers, Jack, Rob, Ray, and Bill
Thompson; and her daughter,
Linda Brooks Lancaster.

Special thanks to Enhabit
Home Health; her nurses
and caregivers, Kayla, Jenni-
fer, Lori, Courtney, and Fred
(Chaplain); and Dr. Reiland
for the wonderful care they
provided.

Pallbearers were Scott Lan-
caster, Kyle Thacker, Graham
Brooks, Britton Garrett, Pat-
rick Patterson, and Colton
Harden. Honorary pallbearers
will be Jeff Thacker and Clark
Lancaster.

Jean loved everyone she
met and wanted all to know
Jesus. She was a Proverbs 31
woman and surely heard the
words, “Well done, my good
and faithful servant.”

e

Marjorie Henning

Marjorie Henning passed
away on March 22, at the
age of 98; she was born on
March 4, 1928.

><>
Laura Hundley

Laura Hundley passed
away on March 26, at the
age of 76.

>

Rebecca Lambert Kirk

GADSDEN - Rebecca
Lambert Kirk, 72, of Gads-
den, passed away peacefully
on March 2, after an extensive
illness. She left this world on
the same day she entered it.

She was born on March
24, 1954, to Cecil and Mary
Lambert in Gadsden, Ala-
bama. Rebecca was a proud
graduate of Gadsden High
School, Class of 1972. She
held her alma mater and the
precious friendships built at
Gadsden High close to her
heart for the rest of her life.

She was preceded in death
by her father and mother,
Mr. Cecil “CiCi” Lambert
and Mary “Mimi” Lambert;
her sister, Peggy Lambert;
stepson, Jon Kirk; and her
father-in-law and mother-in-
law, Mr. S.J. “Jack” Kirk and

Betty Kirk.

Left to cherish her mem-
ory is her devoted husband
of 37 years, Mr. Sam Kirk;
her brother and sister-in-law,
Steve and Kim Lambert; sis-
ter-in-law, Mary Kirk Atkins;
stepson, Stephen (Vickie)
Kirk; grandsons, Sellers and
Bo Kirk; granddaughters,
Katie and Mollie Kirk; and
great-grandson, Cooper Kirk.
Numerous nieces and neph-
ews also carry her memory
forward as well as her con-
stant companions, Lulu and
Boots.

The family wishes to ex-
tend their heartfelt gratitude
to the physicians and nurses
who provided Rebecca with
extraordinary care through-
out her journey: Peter Saway,
M.D. of Rheumatology As-
sociates in  Birmingham;

Greenhaw and Kent (Donna)
Greenhaw;  brother-in-law,
Mike Langley, and many
nieces and nephews.

Special thanks are given to
Hanceville Nursing and Re-
hab Center staff and to Emily,
Erika, Morgan and Robert for
taking care of him.

Aveanna Hospice staff for
their guidance and help with
Greenhaw.

As well as Home Health
Services staff, Dane, Susanne
and Tonya, for taking care of
Mr. Greenhaw at home.

Andrew Langone, M.D. of gt

Vanderbilt’s renal transplant
team; Frank Malensek, M.D.
of Southview Medical Group
in Birmingham; and the com-
passion and care shown to
both Rebecca and Sam by
the MICU nurses and staff at
Gadsden Regional Medical
Center.

Lastly but certainly not
least, the family holds the
miracle of organ donation
with profound reverence and
are forever indebted to the
generosity of the soul whose
gift of life gave Rebecca
several more years with her
loved ones.

There is no service sched-
uled currently.

“I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith.”

— 2 Timothy 4:7

<>l
Paul Garland Johnson

ALTOONA - Paul Gar-
land Johnson passed on
Monday, March 23, at the
age of 62. Born on Jan. 28,
1964 in New Orleans. Paul
was a resident of Altoona,
Alabama.

Funeral service will be at
Ipm Saturday, March 28,
2026 at Morgan Funeral
Chapel. Burial at Rainbow
Memorial Gardens.

Paul was a loving hus-
band and father. He was a
graduate of Enterprise High
School. He was cherished
by all who knew him. He
was a dedicated Auburn fan.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Harvey Allen
Johnson and mother, Virgin-
ia Marie Johnson.

He is survived by his
wife, Deborah Johnson;
three daughters, Ashley
Hall, Heather and Matthew
Caton, Melissa Hall; two
granddaughters, Josalyn
Hall, Neveah Hall; brother,
David Johnson of Florida,
and sister, Wendy Johnson.

Pallbearers were Matthew
Caton, Jeff Abernathy, Wy-
att LaPradd, Andrew Boren,
and Christopher Boren.

Van Norris Greenhaw

GADSDEN - Van Norris
Greenhaw, 85, of Gadsden,
went to be with his lord on
March 24.

Greenhaw was a longtime
member of Cherry Street
Baptist Church. Mr. Green-
haw was a 1961 graduate of
Gadsden High School. He
attended a trade school and
graduated as a cabinetmaker.

Greenhaw joined the Air
Force in 1964. He was in the
Air Force for 27 plus years.
He rose to the rank of Senior
Master Sergeant. He retired
from the Air Force in 1991.

Greenhaw could be found
with a book in his hands. He
loved gardening and fishing.
Mr. Greenhaw was also a
member of the Gideons.

Greenhaw was preceded in
death by his late wife, Wilma
Joyce Greenhaw; son, Brian
Van Greenhaw; sister-in-law,
Janis Greenhaw; sister and
brother-in-law, Nina and Per-
ry Wardrup; brother-in-law,
Jerry Langley; and parents,
Boston and Bonnie Louise
Greenhaw.

Greenhaw is  survived
by his wife, Debra Green-
haw; son, Craig (Phoenica)
Greenhaw; daughter, Jennifer
(Sean) Rector; brothers, Nick

Shirley du Pont

SOUTHSIDE - Shirley
du Pont, 80, of Southside,
Alabama, passed away on
March 23, after an extended
illness. She was surrounded
by her brother and cousins.

A Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held on Satur-
day, May 9 at the Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comfort-
er in Gadsden. The service
will start at 1 p.m., followed
by a reception

Miss du Pont was born
on Aug.10, 1945, in Attalla,
Alabama. She graduated in
the class of 1963 at Etowah
High School, and then gradu-
ated with honors and Phi Beta
Kappa from the University of
Alabama, majoring in Eng-
lish. She was employed with
South Central Bell and AT&T
for over 30 years in Gadsden,
Birmingham, Parsippany,
N.J.,, and Nashville, Tenn.
She also worked or Service
Merchandise as a Jewelry
Manager and was program di-
rector of the OLLIE programs
at University of Alabama in
Gadsden. Shirley was affiliat-
ed with several senior citizens
programs in Etowah County
and could be seen on stage
in various productions with
Theatre of Gadsden.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Jo Nell du
Pont Adcock and Carl F. du
Pont, both of Attalla; Cousins,
Jimmy du Pont, Somerset,
Penna, Rick Hoover, Somer-
set, Penna.

She is survived by her
brother, Mark du Pont of
Jacksonville; and cousins, Jim
Jolly of Tuscaloosa, and Sue
Jolly of Foley, AL, Larry Fer-
rel, of Lewis, Del, Linda Sa-
batella, of St. Augustine, FL,
Dave du Pont, Jim Hoover,
from Somerset, Penna, Deb-
bie Bryan, of Wilmington,
Del, Jack Marker, Joe du
Pont, Robbie du Pont, Diane
Lee, Keith Hoover, Heather
Pruett, all of Somerset, Penna.

The family requests that,
in lieu of flowers, you make
a memorial donation of your
choice.

The family would like to
extend the greatest apprecia-
tion for Riverview Hospital
(Dr. James Robinson), Er-
langer Hospital in Chatta-
nooga (Dr. Daniel Kueter),
Gadsden Health and Rehab,
Encompass Health and Re-
hab, the staff and residents of
Paden Ridge in East Gads-
den, and the Hospice of Chat-
tanooga nurses and staff.

Regina Long Beaird

GADSDEN -  Regina
Long Beaird, 86, of Gadsden,
Alabama, passed away peace-
fully at her home on March
27, surrounded by her loved
ones.

Born on June 20, 1939,
in Gadsden, Regina was the
daughter of the late Ester and
Grace Long. She spent her
life rooted in the community
she loved and will be remem-
bered for her gentle spirit,
strength, and deep love for
her family. She was a devoted
employee of South Central
Bell/BellSouth for 30 years,
during which she built last-
ing friendships and took great
pride in her work. Outside
of work, she was a faithful
member of Riverbend Baptist
Church, where her faith was
central to her life.

In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death by
her husband, Ray Beaird, and
her brother, Dewayne Long.

She is survived by her
son, Patrick Cash (Jennifer);
her granddaughter, Heather

Carter (Logan); her cherished
great-grandchildren, James,
Meera, and Jack; her dear
friend, Walt Alexander; and
her brothers, Milburn Long
(Anna) and Dennis Long
(Gail). Sister-in-law, Marga-
ret Long.

The family would like to
extend a very special thank
you to Faye Payne and Joy
Flenord for the loving kind-
ness and care they provided,
and to Morgan Brock, RN,
for her compassion and dedi-
cated care.

Regina’s warmth, kind-
ness, selflessness, and gentle
spirit will be deeply missed
by all who were fortunate
enough to know her.

Sheila Lalane Smith
Stone

GADSDEN - Sheila Lal-
ane Smith Stone, 69, of Gads-
den, passed away peacefully
on Tuesday, March 31, sur-
rounded by her children and
grandchildren.

A lifelong resident of
Etowah County, Sheila at-
tended Emma Sansom High
School. She was a wonder-
ful mother, a devoted grand-
mother, and a cherished friend
to many. Her life was marked
by kindness, strength, and an
unwavering faith. Known as
a true prayer warrior, Sheila
uplifted countless people
through her prayers, compas-
sion, and encouragement. She
had a special gift for making
others feel seen, loved, and
supported in times of need.

Her legacy lives on in
the many lives she touched
through her family, friend-
ships, and steadfast devotion
to faith and love. She will be
deeply missed and forever re-
membered.

Sheila was preceded in
death by her parents, El-
nora Bullock Green and
Carl Wayne Smith Sr.; W.A.
“Doug”  Green; Dolores
Smith; and her grandparents,
Charlie and Irene Bullock,
and Austin and Clara Smith.

She is survived by her
three children, Blaine (Tina)
McLaughlin, Amanda (Ty-
ler) May, and Ashley (Dan-
iel) Pearce; her siblings, Carl
Smith, Rita Smith Toney,
Charlene Mabry McEachern,
Thomas (Kathy) Mabry, Mi-
chael Mabry, Michael Todd
Green, and Renee (Gina)
Green; as well as her beloved
grandchildren and extended
family.

Pallbearers will be Blaine
McLaughlin, Daniel Pearce,
Blake Sims, Joseph Smith, Ty
Hunt, Adam Walden, Darrell
Hilderbrand, Josh Green, Jus-
tin Cox, Dustin Cox.

Honorary pallbearers in-
clude Carl Smith, Renee
Green, Michael Green, Mi-
chael Mabry, and Thomas
Mabry, Jeremy Smith, and
Justin Chappell.

Visitation will be held Fri-
day, April 3, 2026, from 6:00
to 8:00 p.m. at Morgan Funer-
al Chapel. Funeral services
will be held Saturday, April
4, 2026, at 12:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by a graveside service
at Greens Chapel Cemetery.

Sheila was a beautiful
woman inside and out. She
will be deeply missed by all
who knew and loved her.

The family would like to

extend their heartfelt thanks
to Rob Caves, Amedisys
Hospice of Rainbow City,
and ACG Hospice for the
compassionate care given to
Sheila during her final days.

Ronald Gene “Peanut”
Weaver

ALTOONA - Ronald
Gene Weaver “Peanut”, 72,
of Altoona, passed away
Tuesday, March 31.

Ronald was born May 20,
1953, to Emest and Mary
Weaver.

Ronald was always will-
ing to help anyone. He loved
his family and will be dearly
missed by all who knew him.

He is preceded in death
by his father, Ernest Weaver,
mother, Mary Weaver and
brothers, Doyce Weaver and
Ernie Weaver.

He is survived by his sons,
Keith  (Jennifer) Weaver,
Rocky (Twyla) Weaver and
Robert Weaver, daughters,
Amanda Weaver and Gina
Weaver Edwards (Devin),
grandchildren, Cassidy
Weaver and Carson Weaver,
sisters, Cindy (Kent) Wade
and Carla (Jim) Scott, spe-
cial friend, Sonja Vaughn and
a host of other family and
friends.

A Celebration of Life will
be announced at a later date.

Wanda Ray Williams

ALTOONA - Wanda Ray
Williams, 83, passed away on
March 27; she was born on
Oct. 19, 1942.

A graveside service will be
held on Friday, April 3rd at
1:00 pm at Altoona Walnut
Grove Cemetery.

Clyde Jenkins will offici-
ate.

Wanda was born in
Blountsville, AL, in 1942.
Then moving to Altoona and
graduating from Altoona
High School in 1960. Wanda
married James “Sonny” Wil-
liams and was married for
43 years. Together, they had
one son, Michael Williams.
Wanda was employed at V.F.
Corp for 28 years, in various
locations. She retired in 2012.
Wanda passed peacefully at
her home.

Wanda was preceded in
death by her father, Ray
Smith; mother, Faye Smith,
brother, Jimmy Smith.

Wanda is survived by her
son, Michael Williams; sis-
ters, Georgia Travis and Mary
McCullough; brother, James
Smith; and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Pallbearers will be Chad
Gibson, Shawn Dillard, Jason
Garmany, Heath Yates, Steve
McNair, and Dennis Coffelt.

Special thanks given to
Jolene, Jessica, and Selena of
Shepards Cove in Albertville
and many others.

RAIN
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MONUMENT COMPANY
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Now in its Next Generation.
256-442-6360
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SAUSAGE

NTWLOS

Mild
Swaggerty’s
Sausage Patties

30Ct.

99

With Card

Single Layer
Stgra\ylvberry
Shortcake

Each

99

With Card

DIETITIAN’S

Selected Varieties

Little Potato
Company Potatoes

3Lb.

00

With Card

Selected Varieties, Martha White Muffin or

Cornbread Mix (6-7.6 0z.) or
Food Club Fruit 4/$ 5
14.5-15.25 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Frito-Lay Multipacks (8-12 Ct.),
Lipton Tea (12 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.) or

Misty Mountain
Spring Water

24 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.

99

With Card

s

=
a
(J
o

& 20y

Selected Varieties

Swanson Broth
320z
When you buy 2 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are

2.49 each. Limit 2 transactions (4 total items).
Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

With Card

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at %2 price if single
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities
and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2026 K-VA-T Food
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

|0

CERTIFIED
ANGUS BEEF®
[ R AND |

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS}%’;

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP. 90
CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 2X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Ribeye Steak
Certified Angus Beef, Per Lb.

ValuCard Price.......ccueenee.

Digital Coupon d
FINAL 9 9
PRICE WITH
COUPON With Card

Previously Frozen

Baby Back
!’?t)r Ribs 99

DIETITIAN’S

Cut Fresh In-Store, Watermelon,
Cantaloupe or Pineapple

Fruit Bowls

Each

00

With Card

99

With Card

Twisted Rolls
6 Ct.

ORIGINAL

whipped

!
TRy

topping

s

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Food Club
yghipped Topping 9 9¢

Selected Varieties, Country Crock (45 0z.), Frozen,
Marie Callender’s or Dolly Parton’s Pie (21.6-42 Oz.),
Food Club Chicken (25-32 0z.) or

Texas Roadhouse
Mini Rolls

12 Ct.

Folgeis
E_LASSIC RERST'

GROUNDCOFFE N

——

Selected Varieties

Folgers Coffee

22.6-25.9 Oz.

99

With Card

Boston
Hanging

Fern

Each

99

With Card

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901

<
oPp=
=

TOTAL ITEMS

25

With Card

Selected Varieties

Coca-Cola
Products

6 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.

Thomas Farms

Grass Fed Ground1 00

Beef Patti es When you buy 4 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities
With Card are 8.99 each. Limit 1 transaction (4 total items).
10 Ct. Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

Stouffers
SALISBURY
STEAK

Selected Varieties, Rice Krispies Treats (6-8 Ct.),

Nutri-Grain Bars (8-10 Ct.), 2/$

Special K Pastry Crisps (6 Ct.) or
With Card

Selected Varieties

Jimmy Dean
Bacon

12 Oz.

929

With Card

Stouffer’s Entrees

6.25-12.87 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Little Hugs (20 Ct.) or Selected Varieties

Nestlé Toll House 99 Little Debbie 19
M&rsels igeazgk Cakes

Selected Varieties

Selected Varieties

Monster Energy
Drinks I 999 Gatorade
12 Pk., 16 Oz. Cans 28 0z.

Strawberry g
J 5

am

Selected Varieties, Jif Peanut Butter (16 Oz.) or

SmUCker’s 2/ Ii(re(l)%cgle(dlg?’rli(iﬁle;b Oz. Btls.) or 99
Jam or Preserves </« 5 RC Products
17.25-18 Oz. 24 Pk., 12 Oz. Cans

COLOMBIAN

-GROUND COFFEE-

DONUT SHOP

-GROUND COFF

Selected Varieties, Cheez-It Snap’d (6.5-7.5 0z.),
Toasteds (8-8.7 0z.), Club Crackers (7.5-13.7 Oz.),

Selected Varieties Town House (9-13.8 Oz.) or

Food City Cheez-It
Coffee 2922 crackers 2y

Rrers
B

Fast
Absorbing

Selected Varieties, Breyer’s Ice Cream
(48 0z.), Klondike Novelties (4-6 Ct.) or
Ready to Bake Cookie Dough (14-16 Oz.) or

Pillsbury 99 Frishable Wipes (168 ¢ty or & 10 oF 99
Cookie Dough wes  Scott Paper Towels
Roll, 16.5 Oz. 6 Double Rolls

COUPON
EFFECTIVE
APRIL 3-
APRIL4

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 4X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Hanover
Green Beans

DIETITIAN’S

Cut Green Cut, 50 Oz
ValuCard Price......coeeveeeeeneeiieceecnne 2.99
Digital Coupon........ccceeveerirneerinncen. -1.00
FINAL
PRICE WITH wghcgd
COUPON

SALE DATES: FRI., APRIL 3-
SAT., APRIL 4, 2026

www.foodcity.com

f © X @FoodCity

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS&)‘

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP.~ ==+

04-03-26 page A10.indd 1
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Local
Schedules

High School Baseball
April 3
GCHS VS Alexandria
Pelham at GCHS
April 4
GCHS VS Austin/Pelham
at GCHS at 11 a.m.
April 7
GCHS VS Ohatchee at
4:30 p.m.
April 8
Hokes Bluff at Westbrook
at 6:30 p.m.
April 9
GCHS VS Ohatchee at
4:30 p.m.
Gaston at Sand Rock at
5:30 p.m.

West End at Susan
Moore at 4:30 p.m.
High School Golf

April 6
Gadsden City, Glencoe
and Springville Girls at
Twin Bridges at 3:30 p.m.
April 9
Gadsden City v. South-
side and Arab at Twin
Bridges at 3:30 p.m.
High School Soccer
April 6
Hokes Bluff at Springville
at7 p.m.
April 7
GCHS v. Albertville
at5p.m.
Hokes Bluff at New Hope
at 7:30 p.m.
April 8
GCHS v. Pell City
at 5:30 p.m.
April 9
GCHS VS Douglas
at 4:30 p.m.
High School Softball
April 7
GCHS VS Talladega at
5p.m.
Hokes Bluff VS Etowah
at 4:30
West End at Sand Rock
at 5:00
April 9
GCHS VS Ft. Payne at
4:30
High School Tennis
April 6
Sardis v. Decatur
at 3:30 p.m.
Southside v. Donoho
at4 p.m.

April 7
Southside v. Westbrook
at3 p.m.

Sardis v. DAR
at 3:30 p.m.
Gadsden City v. Gunters
ville at 3:30 p.m.
April 9
GCHS at Boaz at 3 p.m.
High School Track
April 4
King of the East at Ox-
ford at GCHS
at 8 p.m.
April 7
GCS Elementary Track
Meet All Day at GCHS
April 9
Gadsden City Meet # 6 at
GCHS at 4 p.m.

College Sports

College Men’s Baseball
April 4
GSCC v. Wallace State
Community College-
Hanceville at noon
GSCC v. Wallace State
Community College-
Hanceville at 2:30 p.m.
April 9
GSCC AT Calhoun Com-
munity College at 12:00
GSCC AT Calhoun Com-
munity College at 2:30
College Women'’s
Softball
April 9
GSCC v. Calhoun Com-
munity at 3 p.m.
GSCC v. Calhoun Com-
munity College at 5 p.m.

SPORTS

GSCC’s Deddric Tarver
named Coach of the Year

Gadsden State Commu-
nity College announces
Head Men’s Basketball
Coach, Deddric Tarver,
has been named the Ala-
bama Community College
Conference Coach of the
Year.

The award recognizes
Tavar’s leadership and
success of the Cardinals
during the 2025-2026 sea-
son, according to a press
release from GSCC.

Under Tarver’s direc-
tion, the Gadsden State
men’s basketball program
delivered a season marked
by strong conference per-
formance, disciplined play
and continued growth both

on and off the court, the re-
lease said.

“Coach Tarver has built
a culture of accountabil-
ity, toughness and excel-
lence within our program,”
Blake Lewis, Gadsden
State Athletic Director,
said in the statement. “This
recognition is a reflection
of the hard work he puts in
every day and the respect
he has earned across the
conference.”

Known for his commit-
ment to student success,
he emphasizes character
development,  academic
achievement and preparing
players for the next level,
according to the statement.

“I am honored to receive
this recognition, but it tru-
ly belongs to our players
and staff,” Tarver said, in
the statement. “They have
bought into our vision and
put in the work every day. I
am proud of what we have
accomplished together.”

The ACCC Coach of the
Year award is voted on by
conference coaches and
recognizes excellence in
leadership, team perfor-
mance and overall contri-
bution to the sport.

Gadsden State continue
to build momentum within
its athletics programs, with
men’s basketball playing a
key role in that success.

Submitted photo

Bryant-Jordan regional recipients released

41st annual banquet set for April 13

The Bryant-Jordan Stu-
dent-Athlete  Scholarship
program has announced
its regional scholarship re-
cipients for 2026. A total
of 52 senior student-ath-
letes from the 420 member
schools in the Alabama
High School Athletic As-
sociation are selected as
regional recipients for the
Larry D. Stripling Schol-
ar-Athlete Award. An ad-
ditional 52 senior student
athletes have also been
selected as regional recipi-
ents of the Ken and Betty
Joy Blankenship Student-
Athlete Achievement
Award.

One student from each
of the eight regions in
Classes 1A through 6A and
the four regions in Class
7A are selected in each
scholarship program from
the nominations submitted
by member schools each
year. All regional recipi-
ents will attend the 41st an-
nual Bryant-Jordan Awards
Banquet at Birmingham’s

Sheraton Hotel on April
13. Each of the 104 re-
gional winners received a
$3,000 scholarship. the 14
Class winners received an
additional $3,500; and for
each overall state winner,
the stipend received was
$4,000. Each of the region-
al recipients is also eligible
for several other special
awards presented at the an-
nual banquet.

Established by the Ala-
bama Sports Hall of Fame
in partnership with the AH-
SAA, the program was built
on the unconditional belief
that education and athlet-
ics could work together
to motivate young people
to excel. Named after two
Alabama sports legends
— Paul “Bear” Bryant and
Ralph “Shug” Jordan — the
Bryant-Jordan Scholarship
Program brings together
the best and brightest high
school senior student-ath-
letes from 52 regions in
Alabama awarding college
scholarships to celebrate

their achievements. The
Bryant-Jordan scholar-
ship program is highly ac-
claimed across the nation.

The program, currently
managed by Alabama
Sports Hall of Fame Ex-
ecutive Director Scott My-
ers and Shelton Thompson,
Bryant-Jordan ~ Program
Executive Assistant, hon-
ors students who are ex-
ceptional  academically,
as well as those who have
overcome major obstacles
to succeed. The scholar-
ships are divided into two
major categories:

The Scholar-Athlete
Award, which began in
1986, honors high school
seniors who are both su-
perior athletes and out-
standing students. Selec-
tion considerations include
scholastic standing, sport
involvement, athletic hon-
ors, student leadership, and
civic/church  leadership.
This award is named in
honor of Larry D. Strip-
ling, now deceased, who

served as chairman of the
Bryant-Jordan ~ Founda-
tion until his passing in
2012. He also served on
the board of the Alabama
Sports Hall of Fame for 23
years and was its chairman
for 13 years.

The Achievement
Award, established in
1989, honors high school
senior student-athletes
who have achieved suc-
cess relative to his or her
ability or who may have
overcome an unusual hard-
ship. Selection consider-
ations include academic
performance relative to
measured ability, sport in-
volvement, athletic honors,
student leadership, civic/
church leadership. This
award is named in honor
of Ken and Betty Joy Blan-
kenship, who worked dili-
gently to help manage the
Bryant-Jordan program for
many years. Mr. Blanken-
ship is now deceased.

Since 1986, the Bryant-
Jordan Student-Athlete

Scholarship Program has
celebrated outstanding
high school seniors who
demonstrate hard work,
determination and commit-
ment that has led to success
in sport and academics.
The program has award-
ed, in total, over $11 mil-

lion in scholarships to
3,326 student-athletes
across Alabama. Each

year, the program touches
all 420 Alabama High
School Athletic Associa-
tion schools, involving ap-
proximately 100,000 stu-
dents.

This year’s Class 0f 2026
Bryant-Jordan  Regional
Scholarship recipients
include Cooper Gomez,
of Glencoe High School
(Class 3A, Region 6); Tan-
ner Griggs, of Southside
High School (Class 6A,
Region 7); Caden How-
ard, of Hokes Bluff High
School (Class 4A, Region
6).

Recent
Scores

HIGH SCHOOL

SPORTS
March 26

Baseball
Hokes Bluff 6 vs.
Oneonta 16
Hokes Bluff 2 vs.
Oneonta 7
West End 7 vs.
Cleveland 16
Sardis 16 vs.
Colbert Heights 1
Sardis 13 vs.
Colbert Heights 3
Gaston 7 vs.
Pleasant Valley 14
Westbrook 6 vs.
Etowah 3
Softball
Hokes Bluff 18 vs.
Oneonta 3
Southside 8 vs.
Sardis 5
West End 10 vs.
Susan Moore 0
Gaston 6 vs.
Pleasant Valley 17
Westbrook 0 vs.
Ohatchee 10
Boys Soccer
Gadsden City 8 vs.
White Plains 0
Westbrook 1 vs
Oxford 11

Girls Soccer
Westbrook 2 vs. Oxford 0
March 27
Baseball
GCHS 9 vs. Brewer 1
Glencoe 12 vs. Wellborn 0
Girls Soccer
Etowah 1 vs. Oneonta 2
Boys Soccer
Southside 2 vs. St.
Michael Catholic 9
Etowah 0 vs. Oneonta 1
March 28
Baseball
Westbrook 6 vs.
Southside 5
Softball
Hokes Bluff 4 vs.
West End 3
Boys Soccer
Southside 1 vs. Foley 2
Girls Soccer
Southside 2 vs. Foley 0
March 30
Baseball
Glencoe 4 vs.
Jacksonville 15
Glencoe 10 vs.
Sand Rock 0
Westbrook 1 vs.
Mountain Brook 8
Southside 10 vs.
Springfield 0
Boys Soccer
Southside 0 vs.
Fairhope 5
March 31
Baseball
West End 11 vs.

SUBMIT SPORTS
SCHEDULES & SCORES

SPORTS@GADSDEN
MESSENGER.COM

TO
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Glencoe 6
Coosa 3 vs.
Victory Christian 7
Etowah 8 vs.
Fort Walton Beach 5
Southside 15 vs. Revere 4
Softball
Hokes Bluff 2 vs.
Ashville 17
April 1
Baseball
Southside 6 vs.
Lincoln-Way West 4

COLLEGE SPORTS
March 27

Men’s Baseball
GSCC 0 vs.
Chattahoochee Valley
Community College 14
GSCC 2 vs.
Chattahoochee Valley
Community College 6
Men’s Tennis
GSCC vs. Oxford College
of Emory University 8
March 28
Men’s Baseball
GSCC 11 vs.
Chattahoochee Valley
Community College 3
GSCC 1 vs.

Chattahoochee Valley
Community College 7
Men'’s Tennis
GSCC 2 vs.

UT Southern 5
March 29
Women'’s Softball
GSCC 8 vs. Walters State
Community College 6
GSCC 8 vs. Walters State
Community College 12
March 31
Men'’s Tennis
GSCC 6 vs. Central
Alabama Community
College 3

- Messenger ..

SPRING
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Photos from the 2026 Etowah County
Schools softball tournament, held March
am 28 at the Southside Softball Complex,
~ capture Hokes Bluff’s run to the county
championship. Entering as the No. 4
seed, the Eagles defeated Glencoe and
top-seeded West End to reach the title
game before topping No. 3 seed Sardis
10-5. Tournament MVP Lacey Grace
Hall anchored Hokes Bluff in the Ade-
livered the event’s offensive highlight
with three home runs across two games.
Sardis advanced to the final by knock-
ing off Gaston and No. 2 seed A. TOP
PHOTO: 2026 All Tournament team
(some players not picture). Photos by
Alex Chaney/Special to The Messenger.
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Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
Attalla Water Works Board

January-December 2025

Is my water safe?

Last year, as in years past, your tap water met all U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Alabama Department of Environmental Management
(ADEM) drinking water health standards. Your Local Water officials vigilantly safeguard its water supplies and once again we are proud to report that our system
has not violated a maximum contaminant level or any other water quality standards. We’re pleased to present to you this year’s Annual Drinking Water Quality
Report. This report is designed to inform you about the quality water and services we deliver to you every day. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and
dependable supply of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment process and protect our water
resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your water. Our water treatment facility and well field are located just outside the city limits on Highway
77 at the old “Lake RHEA” site. We have four deep wells; they can produce 1905 gallons per minute. The Attalla Water Works Board routinely completes a water
storage facility inspection plan and utilizes a Bacteriological Monitoring Plan and has a Cross Connection Policy in place to ensure good safe drinking water for our
customers. Chlorine is added to the water as disinfectant and the required residual is maintained to protect your drinking water from any possible outside contami-
nants. We have a Source Water Protection Plan available for review that provides more information such as potential sources of contamination. We are committed
to ensuring the quality of your water. If you have any questions concerning this report or your water utility, please call Brett Roberts at 256-538-2816. We want our
valued customers to be informed about their water utility. If you want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled meetings held on the second and
fourth Monday of each month at The Water Works Board Office, 509 Fourth Street NW, Attalla, Alabama, 35954 beginning at 4:00 PM.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jeff Garrard — Chairman Jeff Bailey — Vice Chairman

Parker Ray Wain Betty Billingsley Bobby Bryant

Attalla Water Works Board routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. This table shows the results of our
monitoring for the period of January Ist to December 31st, 2025. All drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be reasonably expected to contain at
least small amounts of some contaminants. It’s important to remember that the presence of these contaminants does not necessarily pose a health risk.

PLAIN LANGUAGE DEFINITION
Not Required (NR) — Laboratory analysis not required due to waiver granted by the Environmental Protection Agency for the State of Alabama.
Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/1) - one part per million corresponds to one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000.
Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.
Parts per trillion (ppt) or Nanograms per liter (nanograms/l) - one part per trillion corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000 years, or a single penny in 10,000,000,000.
Parts per quadrillion (ppq) or Picograms per liter (picograms/1) - one part per quadrillion corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000,000 years or one penny in $10,000,000,000,000.
Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water.
Millirems per year (mrem/yr) - measure of radiation absorbed by the body.
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - nephelometric turbidity unit is a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.
Variances & Exemptions (V&E) - State or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a treatment technique under certain conditions.
Action Level — (AL) the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.
Treatment Technique (TT) - (mandatory language) A treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
Maximum Contaminant Level - (mandatory language) The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - (mandatory language) The “Goal”’(MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected
risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal or MRDLG — The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs
do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level or MRDL — The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant
is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
T.O.N — Threshold odor number.
Health Reference Levels (HRL): The CCL process derives HRLs for screening purposes using available data and can be used in the Regulatory Determination
process as risk-derived concentrations against which to evaluate the occurrence data to determine if contaminants may occur at levels of public health concern.
HRLs are not final determinations about the level of a contaminant in drinking water that is necessary to protect any particular population and, in some cases, are
derived prior to development of a complete exposure assessment using the best available data. HRLs are not legally enforceable federal standards.
Health Reference Levels (HRL): The CCL process derives HRLs for screening purposes using available data and can be used in the Regulatory Determination pro-
cess as risk-derived concentrations against which to evaluate the occurrence data to determine if contaminants may occur at levels of public health concern. HRLs
are not final determinations about the level of a contaminant in drinking water that is necessary to protect any particular population and, in some cases, are derived
prior to development of a complete exposure assessment using the best available data. HRLs are not legally enforceable federal standards.
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
*  Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
»  Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water run-off, industrial or domestic wastewater dis-
charges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.
»  Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, storm water run-off, and residential uses.
*  Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can
also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic systems.
»  Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

The table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report. The presence of contaminants in the water
does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is from testing done in the calendar year
of the report. The EPA or ADEM requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not
change frequently.

Table of Primary Contaminants

At high levels some primary contaminants are known to pose a health risks to humans. This table provides a quick glance of any primary contaminant detections.

AMOUNT AMOUNT
CONTAMINANT MCL DETECTED CONTAMINANT MCL DETECTED
Bacteriological Endothall(ppb) 100 ND
Total Coliform Bacteria < 5% ND Endrin(ppb) 2 ND
Turbidity TT ND Epichlorohydrin TT ND
Fecal Coliform & E. coli 0 ND Ethylbenzene(ppb) 700 ND
Radiological Ethylene dibromide(ppt) 50 ND
Beta/photon emitters (mrem/yr) 4 ND Glyphosate(ppb) 700 ND
Alpha emitters (pci/l) 15 1.70 Haloacetic Acids(ppb) 60 23.53
Combined radium (pci/l) 5 ND Heptachlor(ppt) 400 ND
Uranium(pci/l) 30 ND Heptachlor epoxide(ppt) 200 ND
Inorganic Hexachlorobenzene(ppb) 1 ND
Antimony (ppb) 6 ND Hexachlorocyclopentadiene(ppm) 50 ND
Arsenic (ppb) 10 ND Lindane(ppt) 200 ND
Asbestos (MFL) 7 ND Methoxychlor(ppb) 40 ND
Barium (ppm) 2 0.072 Oxamyl [Vydate](ppb) 200 ND
Beryllium (ppb) 4 ND Pentachlorophenol(ppb) 1 ND
Bromate(ppb) 10 ND Picloram(ppb) 500 ND
Cadmium (ppb) 5 ND PCBs(ppt) 500 ND
Chloramines(ppm) 4 ND Simazine(ppb) 4 ND
Chlorine(ppm) 4 2.02 Styrene(ppb) 100 ND
Chlorine dioxide(ppb) 800 ND Tetrachloroethylene(ppb) 5 ND
Chlotite(ppm) 1 ND Toluene(ppm) 1 ND
Chromium (ppb) 100 ND TOC TT 0.41
Copper (ppm) AL=1.3 0.5 TTHM(ppb) 80 30.50
Cyanide (ppb) 200 ND Toxaphene(ppb) 3 ND
Fluoride (ppm) 4 ND 2,4,5-TP (Silvex)(ppb) 50 ND
Lead (ppb) AL=15 1.3 1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene(ppb) 70 ND
Mercury (ppb) 2 ND 1,1,1-Trichloroethane(ppb) 200 ND
Nickel (ppm) 0.1 ND 1,1,2-Trichloroethane(ppb) 5 ND
Nitrate (ppm) 10 0.80 Trichloroethylene(ppb) 5 ND
Nitrite (ppm) 1 ND Vinyl Chloride(ppb) 2 ND
Total Nitrate & Nitrite 10 0.40 Xylenes(ppm) 10 ND
Selenium(ppb) 50 ND
Thallium(ppb) 2 ND
Organic Chemicals
Acrylamide TT ND
Alachlor(ppb) 2 ND
Atrazine(ppb) 3 ND
Benzene(ppbv) 5 ND
Benzo(a)pyrene[PHAs](ppt) 200 ND
Carbofuran(ppb) 40 ND
Carbon Tetrachloride(ppb) 5 ND
Chlordane(ppb) 2 ND
Chlorobenzene(ppb) 100 ND
2,4-D 70 ND
Dalapon(ppb) 200 ND
Dibromochloropropane(ppt) 200 ND
0-Dichlorobenzene(ppb) 600 ND
p-Dichlorobenzene(ppb) 75 ND
1,2-Dichloroethane(ppb) 5 ND
1,1-Dichloroethylene(ppb) 7 ND
Cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene(ppb) 70 ND
trans-1,2-Dichloroethylene(ppb) 100 ND
Dichloromethane(ppb) 5 ND
1,2-Dichloropropane(ppb) 5 ND
Di-(2-ethylhexyl)adipate(ppb) 400 ND
Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthlates(ppb) 6 ND
Dinoseb(ppb) 7 ND
Dioxin[2,3,7.8-TCDD](ppq) 30 ND
Diquat(ppb) 20 ND
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Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
Attalla Water Works Board
January-December 2025
continued
° o o
Table of Detected Drinking Water Contaminants
Likely Source of
CONTAMINANT MCLG MCL Range Amount Detected Contamination
Bacteriological Contaminants January - December 2025

Turbidity 0 TT ND NTU | Soil runoff
Alpha emitters 0 15 0 - ND 1.70 pCi/L | Erosion of natural deposits
Barium 2 2 0.072 - 0.072 0.072 ppm Discharge of drilling wastes; discharge from metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits
Chlorine MRDLG 4 | MRDL 4 1.98 - 2.06 2.02 ppm | Water additive used to control microbes
Copper 1.3 AL=1.3 No. of Sites above action level 0 0.50 ppm Corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of natural deposits; leaching from

wood preservatives
Lead 0 AL=15 No. of Sites above action level 0 1.3 ppb Corrosion of household plumbing systems, erosion of natural deposits
Nitrate (as N) 10 10 0.80 - 0.80 0.80 ppm Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural deposits
Total Nitrate & Nitrite 10 10 ND - 0.80 0.40 ppm Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural deposits

Organic Contaminants January - December 2025
Haloacetic Acids (HAAS) N/A 60 7.10 - 40.00 23.53 ppb By-product of drinking water chlorination
Total Organic Carbon (TOC) N/A TT ND - 0.81 0.41 ppm | Naturally present in the environment
Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM) 0 80 9.80 - 51.00 30.40 ppb By-product of drinking water chlorination
Secondary Contaminants January - December 2025
Chloride N/A 250 8.00 - 7.03 8.00 ppm Naturally occurring in the environment or as a result of agricultural runoff
Color N/A 15 0.10 - 1.53 0.32 PCU | Naturally occurring in the environment or as a result of treatment with water additives
Copper N/A 1 0.0058 - 0.0058 0.0058 ppm | Erosion of natural deposits; leaching from pipes
Iron N/A 0.3 0.01 - 0.02 0.01 ppm | Erosion of natural deposits
Magnesium N/A 0.05 12.4 - 12.4 12.4 ppm | Erosion of natural deposits
Sulfate N/A 250 9.10 - 9.10 9.10 ppm | Naturally occurring in the environment
Total Dissolved Solids N/A 500 183.00 - 183.00 183.0 ppm | Erosion of natural deposits
Special Contaminants January - December 2025
Calcium N/A N/A 48.60 - 44.70 44.70 ppm Erosion of natural deposits
Carbon Dioxide N/A N/A ND - 19.81 16.74 ppm | Erosion of natural deposits
Manganese N/A N/A ND - 0.01 0.01 ppm | Erosion of natural deposits
pH N/A N/A 7.40 - 7.53 7.45 SU Naturally occurring in the environment or as a result of treatment with water additives
Sodium N/A N/A 7.40 - 7.50 7.50 ppm | Naturally occurring in the environment
Specific Conductance N/A <500 349.00 - 349.00 349.00 umhos | Naturally occurring in the environment or as a result of treatment with water additives
Temperature N/A N/A 12.28 - 21.65 16.97 °C Naturally occurring in the environment
Total Alkalinity N/A N/A 156.40 - 165.61 156.84 ppm | Naturally occurring in the environment
Total Hardness (as CaCO3) (2018) N/A N/A 173.00 - 173.00 173.00 ppm | Erosion of natural deposits
0.0 0.0 ND - ND ND Cysts/L | Naturally occurring in the environment or as a result of treatment with water additives
Unregulated Contaminants January - December 2025

Bromodichloromethane N/A N/A 2.70 - 2.70 2.70 ppb Naturally occurring in the environment or as a result of industrial discharge or

agricultural runoff; by-product of chlorination
Chloroform N/A N/A 4.70 - 4.70 4.70 ppb Naturally occurring in the environment or as a result of industrial discharge or

agricultural runoff; by-product of chlorination
Dibromochloromethane N/A N/A ND - 2.90 1.42 ppb Naturally occurring in the environment
Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances N/A N/A ND N/D N/D ppb Stable manmade chemicals that allow them to repel both water and oil.
(PFASs)

GENERAL INFORMATION

MCLs are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated contaminants, a person would have to drink
2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect.

Unregulated contaminants are those for which EPA has not established drinking water standards. The purpose of unregulated contaminant monitoring is
to assist EPA in determining the occurrence of unregulated contaminants in drinking water and whether future regulation is warranted. As you can see by
the tables, our system had no violations of allowable limits of contaminants in drinking water. We’re proud that your water meets or exceeds all Federal
and State requirements. The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and
wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and radioactive material, and it can
pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activities.

Total Coliform: Total Coliform Rule requires water systems to meet a stricter limit for coliform bacteria. Coliform bacteria are usually harmless, but
their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine
if harmful bacteria are present in the water supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public by newspaper, television or radio. To
comply with the stricter regulation, we have increased the average amount of chlorine in the distribution system. Some people may be more vulnerable
to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. People who are immuno-compromised such as cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy,
organ transplant recipients, HIV/AIDS positive or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.
People at risk should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA (Environmental Protection Agency)/CDC (Center of Disease
Control) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline. All Drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Turbidity has no health effects. However, turbidity can interfere with disinfection and provide a medium for microbial growth. Turbidity may indicate
the presence of disease-causing organisms. These organisms include bacteria, viruses, and parasites that can cause symptoms such as nausea, cramps,
diarrhea and associated headaches.

Cryptosporidium is a microbial pathogen found in surface water throughout the U.S. Although filtration removes Cryptosporidium, the most used
filtration methods cannot guarantee 100 percent removal. Ingestion of Cryptosporidium may cause cryptosporidiosis, an abdominal infection. Symptoms
of infection include nausea, diarrhea and abdominal cramps. Most healthy individuals can overcome the disease within a few weeks. However, immune-
compromised individuals, infants and small children, and the elderly are at greater risk of developing life-threatening illnesses. We encourage immune-
compromised individuals to consult their doctor regarding appropriate precautions to take to avoid infection. Cryptosporidium must be ingested to cause
disease, and it may spread through means other than drinking water. We currently monitor Cryptosporidium and have had none detected.
Cryptosporidium and Giardia are microscopic organisms that can cause gastrointestinal illness. These organisms come from human and animal waste.
Monitoring is required to determine treatment needs. No violations occurred, and our water continues to meet all regulatory requirements.

Contaminant Sample Count Highest Result Average Result Units Likely Source
Cryptosporidium 24 3 0.125 cysts/10 L Human and animal waste
Giardia 24 1 0.04 cysts/10 L Human and animal waste

Radon is a naturally occurring gas present in some groundwater. Inhaled radon has been linked to lung cancer and may pose health risk when inhaled
after the release from water into the air. This inhalation could occur during showering, bathing, washing dishes, or washing clothes. The radon gas
release from drinking water is a relatively small part of the total radon found in air. One major source of Radon gas is from the soil, where the gas can
seep through the foundations of homes. It is not clear whether ingested (i.e. taken through the mouth) radon contributes to cancer or other adverse health
conditions. If you are concerned about radon in your home, tests are available to determine the total exposure level. For additional information on home
testing contact (insert name of local health department). Note 300 Pci/l proposed MCL.
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is
primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. The Attalla Water Works Board is responsible for providing
high quality drinking water but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours,
you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are
concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
“Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health effects in all age groups. Infants and children can have decreases in IQ and attention span.
Lead exposure can lead to new learning and behavior problems or exacerbate existing learning and behavior problems. The children of women who are
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy can have increased risk of these adverse health effects. Adults can have increased risks of heart disease, high
blood pressure, kidney, or nervous system problems.
Lead Service Line Inventory: Our Lead Service Line Inventory was completed and submitted by the deadline of October 16, 2024, and a copy of it is
in our office as required by EPA. If any would like to review it or have any questions, please feel free to contact our office.
Upon completing the lead service line inventory, here at Attalla Water Works we are pleased to report that we had 0-Lead Service Lines,0-
Galvanize Required Replacement Service Lines, 0-Unknown, and 2946 Non-Lead Service Lines. Based on a study conducted by ADEM with the
approval of the EPA, a statewide waiver for the monitoring of asbestos and dioxin was issued. Thus monitoring for these contaminants was not required.
We at the Attalla Water WorksBoard work around the clock to provide top quality water to every tap. We ask that all our customers help us protect our
water sources, which are the heart of our community, our way of life and our children’s future.
For more information contact:

Brett Roberts

Attalla Water Works Board
256-305-5478
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been
made of the terms of
the loan documents
secured by that certain
mortgage executed
by Joshua Llewellyn
Knowles, an unmarried
man, to Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mortgag-
ee, as nominee for First
Federal Bank, AFSB, its
successors and assigns
dated June 7, 2024;
said mortgage being
recorded on June 7,
2024 as Instrument No.
3575390 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama. Said Mortgage
was last sold, assigned
and transferred to Free-
dom Mortgage Corpo-
ration by assignment
recorded in Deed Book
2025, Page 3600817 in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama.

The undersigned, Free-
dom Mortgage Corpora-
tion, under and by virtue
of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage,
will sell at public outcry
to the highest bidder for
cash before the main
entrance of the Court
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm),
on April 20, 2026 the
following property, situ-
ated in Etowah County,
Alabama, to-wit:

Lot Number Thir-
ty-Three (33) in Block
Number One (1) in
Rolling Green Farm
Tracts Number One
(1), according to the
map thereof recorded
in Plat Book “C”, Page
265, Probate Office,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, and lying and be-
ing in Etowah County,
Alabama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 368
Riverside Drive, Gads-
den, AL 35903.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal
description will control.
Said property will be
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem
taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable),
the right of redemption
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate
survey and inspection
of the property, any
assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants,
the statutory right of
redemption pursuant
to Alabama law, and
any matters of record
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set
out above. Said proper-
ty will be sold on an “as-
is” basis without any
representation, warran-
ty or recourse against
the above-named or
the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds
in the amount of the
winning bid at the time
and place of sale.
Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.
ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FInCEN) new
Anti-Money  Launder-
ing Rule (the “Rule”),
found at 89 FR 70258,
will go into effect. The
Rule applies to certain
residential real estate
sale transactions (in-
cluding nonjudicial
foreclosures) where the
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which
includes cash purchas-

es, private financing or
financing provided by
an institution not sub-
ject to a federal An-
ti-Money  Laundering
or Suspicion Activity
Report requirement. As
part of this Rule, pur-
chasers and sellers are
required to provide ad-
ditional information and
documentation  about
themselves, their legal
entities, and the source
of funds used in the re-
portable transaction.
The collection of this
information and docu-
mentation is required to
comply with the Rule’s
federal reporting re-
quirements. This notice
is provided for informa-
tional purposes only
and does not constitute
legal advice. You are
encouraged to consult
with your own inde-
pendent legal counsel
if you have questions
about how the FinCEN
Anti-Money Laundering
Rule affects your trans-
action and whether your
transaction is report-
able.

The sale will be con-
ducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) to final
confirmation and au-
dit of the status of the
loan with the holder of
the Mortgage, and (3)
to confirmation that the
successful bidder has
timely provided all infor-
mation required for re-
porting under the Rule,
89 FR 70258.
FREEDOM MORT-
GAGE CORPORATION
as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leib-
ert Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 26-08229AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

The Messenger
03/20/2026,03/27/2026
,04/03/2026

26-08229AL

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE
SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that cer-
tain mortgage execut-
ed by Bobby R. Roden
AKA Bobby Ray Ro-
den and Helen Gail
Roden, husband and
wife, to Regions Bank,
on January 29, 2013,
said mortgage being
recorded in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, on February 14,
2013, as Document
Number 3380970. Re-
gions Bank, the cur-
rent holder, under and
by virtue of the power
of sale contained in
said mortgage, will sell
at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash,
in front of the main en-
trance of the Etowah
County Courthouse, in
Gadsden, Alabama, on
April 21, 2026, during
the legal hours of sale,
the following described
real estate, situated in
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:

LOTS NUMBER ONE
AND TWO AND THE
SOUTH ONE-HALF OF
LOT NUMBER THREE,
IN BLOCK NUMBER
FOUR, IN THE CHAD-
WICK ADDITION #2,
ACCORDING TO THE
MAP OR PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK “F”, PAGE
155, IN THE OFFICE
OF PROBATE JUDGE
OF ETOWAH COUN-
TY, AND LYING AND
BEING IN GADSDEN,
ETOWAH COUNTY,
ALABAMA.

More commonly known
as: 924 Elizabeth St,
Gadsden, AL 35901
This Property will be
sold on an “as is, where
is” basis, without war-
ranty or recourse, ex-
pressed or implied as
to title, use and/or en-
joyment and will be sold
subject to the right of
redemption of all par-
ties entitled thereto. Al-
abama law gives some
persons who have an
interest in property the
right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney

should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as part of the
foreclosure process.
This sale is made for
the purpose of paying
the indebtedness se-
cured by said mortgage,
as well as the expense
of foreclosure. The suc-
cessful bidder must ten-
der certified funds by
noon the next business
day to Law Office of Hal-
liday, Watkins & Mann,
P.C. Certified funds
must be in the form of
a wire transfer, bank or
credit union’s cashier’s
check, or bank official
check payable to Hall-
iday, Watkins & Mann,
P.C. Halliday, Watkins &
Mann, P.C. reserves the
right to award the bid to
the next highest bidder
should the highest bid-
der fail to timely tender
the total amount due.
If sale is voided, Mort-
gagee/Transferee shall
return the bid amount to
the successful purchas-
er and the Mortgagee/
Transferee shall not be
liable to the purchase
for any damages. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchas-
er at the sale shall be
only entitled to a return
of the deposit and bid
amount, if paid. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to
bid for and purchase
the real estate and to
credit its purchase price
against the expenses of
sale and indebtedness
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is sub-
ject to postponement or
cancellation.

Important Notice to Po-
tential Bidders: Federal
law administered by
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network
(“FinCEN”), a bureau of
the U.S. Department of
the Treasury, requires
certain residential real
estate transactions to
be reported to the fed-
eral government. If you
are the winning bidder
at auction, you may
be required to provide
identifying information
about yourself and, if
applicable, any entity
or trust purchasing the
property. This informa-
tion is required by fed-
eral law and must be
provided to complete
the sale. Failure to pro-
vide required informa-
tion after the sale may
delay or prevent issu-
ance of the foreclosure
deed.

Regions Bank (“Trans-
feree”)

Halliday, Watkins &
Mann, P.C.
244 Inverness Center

Drive
Birmingham, AL 35242
Phone: (801) 355-2886

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage executed
by Gary Brent Stan-
field, married joined by
spouse, Kimberly Stan-
field, originally in favor
of Mortgage Electronic
Registration  Systems,
Inc. as nominee for
Loandepot.com, LLC,
its successors and
assigns, on July 16,
2022, said mortgage
recorded in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument
Number 3543943; the
undersigned Lakeview
Loan Servicing, LLC, as
Mortgagee/Transferee,
under and by virtue of
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage,
will sell at public outcry
to the highest bidder
for cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama, on April 16,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale, all of its
rights, title, and interest
in and to the following
described real estate,
situated in  Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
wit: All that part of the
NW Vi of the NW V4 of
Section 23, Township
10 South. Range 4
East of the Huntsville
Meridian, more par-
ticularly described as
follows:  Commencing
at a % inch pipe found
at the Southwest cor-
ner of the NW % of the
NW Y of said section;
thence along the South
line of said forty, South
89 degrees 55 minutes
44 seconds East, a dis-
tance of 490.18 feet to

an iron pin set on the
Easterly Right of Way
of Alabama Highway
Number 179 at the Point
of Beginning. From said
Point of Beginning,
leaving said forty line
and along said Easter-
ly Right of Way, North
08 degrees 51 minutes
36 seconds West a dis-
tance of 120.09 feet to
a point of curve, having
a delta of 07 degrees
11 minutes 31 sec-
onds, an arc distance
of 266.82 feet and a
radius of 2125.66 feet;
thence along the chord
of said curve, North 12
degrees 04 minutes 06
seconds West a dis-
tance of 266.65 feet to
an iron pin set; thence
leaving said Right of
Way, North 71 degrees
24 minutes 53 sec-
onds East a distance of
209.26 feet to an iron
pin set; thence South
11 degrees 53 minutes
21 seconds East a dis-
tance of 456.16 feet to
an iron pin set on the
South line of said for-
ty thence along said
forty line, North 89 de-
grees 55 minutes 44
seconds West a dis-
tance of 218.07 feet to
the Point of Beginning,
containing 2.00 acres,
more or less, less and
except any easements
or Rights of Way, and
being a portion of the
NW Vi of the NW V4 of
Section 23, Township
10 South, Range 4 East
of the Huntsville Meridi-
an, Etowah County, Al-
abama.. Property street
address for information-
al purposes: 31 Rowan
Dr , Boaz, AL 35956.
THIS PROPERTY WILL
BE SOLD ON AN “AS
IS, WHERE 1S” BASIS,
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE,
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE,
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE
SOLD SUBJECT TO
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL
PARTIES  ENTITLED
THERETO. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest
in property the right to
redeem the property
under certain circum-
stances. Programs may
also exist that help per-
sons avoid or delay the
foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you
understand these rights
and programs as a part
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure.
The successful bidder
must tender certified
funds in the amount of
the winning bid made
payable to Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A. at the time
and place of the sale.
The sale will be con-
ducted subject to: (1)
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final
confirmation with the
Mortgagee/Transferee,
and if applicable, (3)
collection of purchaser
information needed to
comply with the report-
ing requirements under
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network’s
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31
C.F.R. Part 1031) and
reimbursement of any
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany
& Bosco, P.A shall not
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchas-
er at the sale shall be
only entitled to a return
of the bid amount. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to bid
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its
purchase price against
the expenses of sale
and the indebtedness
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is sub-
ject to postponement or
cancellation. Lakeview
Loan Servicing, LLC,
(“Transferee”) Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A., 2501 20th
Place South, Suite 300,
Homewood, AL 35223
www.tblaw.com TB File
Number: 25-09852-MT-
AL 03/20/2026,
03/27/2026, 04/03/2026

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE
SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Larry Rollins and Au-
drey Rollins, husband
and wife, to Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mort-
gagee, as nominee for
Novastar Mortgage,
Inc., its successors
and assigns, on May
25, 2005, said mort-
gage being recorded in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama, on
July 5, 2005, as Docu-
ment Number M-2005-
2770; WHEREAS, the
aforesaid deed of trust
was subsequently mod-
ified on September 12,
2007, and said modifi-
cation being recorded
on December 3, 2007,
as Document Number
3284474. The Bank of
New York Mellon, f/k/a
The Bank of New York
as successor in inter-
est to JPMorgan Chase
Bank, N.A. as Trustee
for NovaStar Mortgage
Funding  Trust. Se-
ries 2005-2, NovaStar
Home Equity Loan As-
set-Backed Certificates,
Series 2005-2, the cur-
rent holder, under and
by virtue of the power
of sale contained in
said mortgage, will sell
at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash,
in front of the main en-
trance of the Etowah
County Courthouse, in
Gadsden, Alabama, on
April 15, 2026, during
the legal hours of sale,
the following described
real estate, situated in
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:

Lots Numbers 1 and 2
in Block Number 40 in
First Addition Bellevue
Highlands, as surveyed
and platted by Totten
& Woodruff, Civil En-
gineers, according to
the map thereof as re-
corded in Plat Book “B”,
Pages 286 to 290, in-
clusive, Probate Office,
Etowah County, lying
and being in Gadsden,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

More commonly known
as: 317 Mitchell Blvd,
Gadsden, AL 35904
This Property will be
sold on an “as is, where
is” basis, without war-
ranty or recourse, ex-
pressed or implied as
to title, use and/or en-
joyment and will be sold
subject to the right of
redemption of all par-
ties entitled thereto. Al-
abama law gives some
persons who have an
interest in property the
right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as part of the
foreclosure process.
This sale is made for
the purpose of paying
the indebtedness se-
cured by said mortgage,
as well as the expense
of foreclosure. The suc-
cessful bidder must ten-
der certified funds by
noon the next business
day to Law Office of Hal-
liday, Watkins & Mann,
P.C. Certified funds
must be in the form of
a wire transfer, bank or
credit union’s cashier’s
check, or bank official
check payable to Hall-
iday, Watkins & Mann,
P.C. Halliday, Watkins &
Mann, P.C. reserves the
right to award the bid to
the next highest bidder
should the highest bid-
der fail to timely tender
the total amount due.
If sale is voided, Mort-
gagee/Transferee shall
return the bid amount to
the successful purchas-
er and the Mortgagee/
Transferee shall not be
liable to the purchase
for any damages. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchas-
er at the sale shall be
only entitled to a return
of the deposit and bid
amount, if paid. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to
bid for and purchase
the real estate and to
credit its purchase price
against the expenses of
sale and indebtedness
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is sub-
ject to postponement or
cancellation.

Important Notice to Po-
tential Bidders: Federal
law administered by
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network
(“FinCEN”), a bureau of
the U.S. Department of
the Treasury, requires

certain residential real
estate transactions to
be reported to the fed-
eral government. If you
are the winning bidder
at auction, you may
be required to provide

identifying information
about yourself and, if
applicable, any entity

or trust purchasing the
property. This informa-
tion is required by fed-
eral law and must be
provided to complete
the sale. Failure to pro-
vide required informa-
tion after the sale may
delay or prevent issu-
ance of the foreclosure
deed.

The Bank of New York
Mellon, f/k/a The Bank
of New York as succes-
sor in interest to JPMor-
gan Chase Bank, N.A.
as Trustee for NovaS-
tar Mortgage Funding
Trust. Series 2005-2,
NovaStar Home Equi-
ty Loan Asset-Backed
Certificates, Series
2005-2 (“Transferee”)

Halliday, Watkins &
Mann, P.C.
244 Inverness Center

Drive
Birmingham, AL 35242
Phone: (801) 355-2886

March 27, April 3, and
10, 2027

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH
Default having been
made of the terms of
the loan documents
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Shannon A Thomas, a
single woman, to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as
mortgagee, as nominee
for Fairway Indepen-
dent Mortgage Corpo-
ration, its successors
and assigns dated Sep-
tember 19, 2014; said
mortgage being record-
ed on September 25,
2014 as Instrument No.
3407787 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama. Said Mortgage
was last sold, assigned
and transferred to
Lakeview Loan Servic-
ing, LLC by assignment
recorded in Deed Book
2025, Page 3602689 in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama.

The undersigned,
Lakeview Loan Ser-
vicing, LLC, under and
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash before the main
entrance of the Court
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm),
on May 27, 2026 the
following property, situ-
ated in Etowah County,
Alabama, to-wit:

Commence at the
Southwest corner of
the Northwest Quarter
(NW 1/4) of the North-
east Quarter (NE 1/4)
in Section Thirty Four
(34), Township Elev-
en (11) South, Range
Three (3) East of Hunts-
ville Meridian, Etowah
County, Alabama and
run a tie line South 03
degrees 30 minutes 00
seconds East 391.20
feet to a point on the
Northwest R/W line of
Walnut Grove Road (60
R/W); thence deflect
left and run in a North-
easterly direction, along
said R/W, 224.90 feet to
the point of beginning
of the property herein
described; thence from
said point of beginning
run North 52 degrees
08 minutes 08 seconds
East, along said R/W,
353.10 feet to an exist-
ing pinch pipe; thence
run North 01 degree
19 minutes 32 seconds
West, leaving said R/W
482.05 feet to a point
in the South line of the
lands described in Deed
Book 1167, Page 873,
Probate Office, Etowah
County, Alabama;
thence run South 89
degrees 38 minutes 41
seconds West (North 89
degrees 29 minutes 00
seconds West Deed),
53.00 feet along the
South line of said Deed
Book and Page to the
Southwest corner there-
of; thence run North 88
degrees 07 minutes 08
seconds West, 255.97
feet to a point; thence
run South 03 degrees
30 minutes 00 seconds
East, 708.03 feet to the
point of beginning. Said

property being a por-
tion of the Northwest
Quarter (NW 1/4) of
the Northeast Quarter
(NE 1/4) and the South-
west Quarter (SW 1/4)
of the Northeast Quar-
ter (NE 1/4) in Section
Thirty Four (34), Town-
ship Eleven (11) South,
Range Three (3) East,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 6266
Walnut Grove Rd, Al-
toona, AL 35952.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal
description will control.

Said property will be
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem
taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable),
the right of redemption
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate
survey and inspection
of the property, any
assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants,
the statutory right of
redemption pursuant
to Alabama law, and
any matters of record
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set
out above. Said proper-
ty will be sold on an “as-
is” basis without any
representation, warran-
ty or recourse against
the above-named or
the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds
in the amount of the
winning bid at the time
and place of sale.

Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting  requirements
under the U.S. Finan-
cial Crimes Enforce-
ment  Network (Fin-
CEN) new Anti-Money
Laundering Rule (the
“Rule”), found at 89 FR
70258, went into effect.
The Rule applies to
certain residential real
estate sale transactions
(including  nonjudicial
foreclosures) where the
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which
includes cash purchas-
es, private financing or
financing provided by
an institution not sub-
ject to a federal An-
ti-Money Laundering
or Suspicion Activity
Report requirement. As
part of this Rule, pur-
chasers and sellers are
required to provide ad-
ditional information and
documentation  about
themselves, their legal
entities, and the source
of funds used in the re-
portable transaction, if
applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information
and documentation is
required to comply with
the Rule’s federal re-
porting requirements, if
applicable. This notice
is provided for infor-
mational purposes only
and does not constitute
legal advice. You are
encouraged to consult
with  your own inde-
pendent legal counsel
if you have questions
about how the FinCEN
Anti-Money Laundering
Rule affects your trans-
action and whether your
transaction is report-
able.

* The Rule is the sub-
ject of ongoing litigation
in several jurisdictions.
We suggest that you

seek your own legal
counsel if you have
questions about the

status of the Rule and
its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be con-
ducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
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under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) to final
confirmation and au-
dit of the status of the
loan with the holder of
the Mortgage, and (3)
to confirmation that the
successful bidder has
timely provided all infor-
mation required for re-
porting under the Rule,
89 FR 70258, if appli-
cable.

LAKEVIEW LOAN SER-
VICING, LLC

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leib-
ert Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 26-08125AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

The Messenger
03/27/2026,04/03/2026
,04/10/2026
26-08125AL

March 27, April 3, and
10, 2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE

WHEREAS, default
has been made in the
terms of the mortgage
executed on the 20th
day of January, 2023,
by Paradise Land, LLC,
as mortgagor, in favor
of ILS Lending, LLC,
as mortgagee, as re-
corded in the Probate
Office of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama as Instru-
ment #3552084, and
said default continuing,
the mortgagee or its
assignees, under pow-
er of sale contained in
said mortgage, will sell
at auction for cash to
the highest bidder on
the steps of the Etowah
County Courthouse
in Etowah, Alabama,
during legal hours of
sale on the 1st day of
May, 2026, the follow-
ing described real es-
tate embraced in said
mortgage, situated in
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:

TRACT ONE: Com-
mence at the NE Corner
of the SW 1/4 of the NE
1/4 of Section 27, Town-
ship 10 South, Range
4 East and run South
884.85 feet to the Point
of Beginning; thence
continue along said
line 190.0 feet; thence
90 degrees 05’55” right
and run 690.71 feet to
the center of a 60’ Right
of Way; thence North
90 degrees 26’39’ East
and run North along the
center of said Right of-
Way 190.0 feet; thence
90 degrees 33’19 right
and run East 692.22
feet to the Point of Be-
ginning.

TRACT TWO: Com-
mence at a capped
1/2” rebar (LS#21183)
marking the Southeast
corner of the Northeast
1/4 of the Southeast 1/4
of Section 27, Town-
ship 10 South, Range
4 East, thence North
89 degrees 53’39” West
1331.57 feet along the
South line of said for-
ty to a 1”7 iron pipe on
the Northwest right of
way of Little Cove Road
(40 RW) marking the
Southwest corner of
the Northeast 1/4 of the
Southeast 1/4 of Section
27, Township 10 South,
Range 4 East, said
point being the point of
beginning, thence North
00 degrees 25317
East 1438.02 feet to
a capped 1/2” rebar
(LS#21183), thence
South 26  degrees
07’41”East 1279.02
feet to a capped 1/2”
rebar (LS#21183) on
the Northwest right of
way of Little Cove Road
(40 RW), thence run
Southwesterly along
said right of way the
following bearings and
distances: South 61
degrees 00°01” West
163.41 feet, South 61

degrees 40'22"West
311.84 feet, South 66
degrees 07°'21"West

92.32 feet, South 70 de-
grees 48’32"West 76.33
feet to the point of be-
ginning. AND

TRACT THREE: Com-
mence at a capped
1/2” rebar (LS#21183)
marking the Southeast
corner of the Northeast
1/4 of the Southeast 1/4
of Section 27, Town-
ship 10 South, Range
4 East, thence North
89 degrees 53'39"West
1331.57 feet along the
South line of said for-
ty to a 1” Iron pipe on
the Northwest right of
way of Lithe Cove Road
(40" R/W) marking the
Southwest corner of the
Northeast 1/4 of South-
east 1/4 of Section 27,
Township 10  South,
Range 4 East, thence
North 00  degrees
25'31” East 1438.02
feet to a capped 1/2”
rebar (LS#21183), said
point being the Point of
Beginning. thence con-
tinue North 00 degrees
25'3 1" East 2556.16
feet to a capped 1/27re-

bar (LS#21183) mark-
ing the Northwest cor-
ner of the Northeast
1/4 of the Northeast 1/4
of Section 27, Town-
ship 10 South, Range
4 East, thence South
89 degrees 34°’06” East
560.19 feet along the
North line of said forty
to a capped 1/2” rebar

(LS#21183), thence
South 00 degrees
25’31"West 2332.62

feet to a capped 1/2re-
bar (LS#21183), thence
South 68  degrees
40'33" West 603.12
feet to the Point of Be-
ginning. Together with
a non-exclusive 60’
access easement, 30’
each side of the below
described line: Com-
mence at a capped
1/2” rebar (LS#21183)
marking the Southeast
corner of the Northeast
1/4 of the Southeast 1/4
of Section 27, Town-
ship 10 South, Range
4 East, thence North
89 degrees 53'39"West
1331.57 feet along the
South line of said for-
ty to a 1”7 iron pipe on
the Northwest right of
way of Little Cove Road
(40" R/W) marking the
Southwest corner of the
NE 1/4 of the Southwest
1/4 of Section 27, Town-
ship 10 South, Range
4 East, thence North
00 degrees 25'31” East
1438.02 feetto a capped
1/2” rebar (LS#21183),
thence North 68 de-
grees 40’33  East
603.12 feet to a capped
1/2” rebar (LS#21183)
and the Point of Be-
ginning of said ease-
ment, thence South 40
degrees 16'28” East
211.96 feet, South 08
degrees 12’13” East
226.46 feet, South 35
degrees 39'40” East
431.65 feet, South 59
degrees 17'25” East
128.20 feet, South 35
degrees 32’16” East
134.04 feet, South 19
degrees 11'08” East
107.51 feet to a point
on the Northwest right
of way of Little Cove
Road (40’ R/W) and the
end of said easement.
TRACT FOUR: Com-
mence at the NE cor-
ner of the SW 1/4 of
the NE 1/4 of Section
27, Township 10 South,
Range 4 East, and
run South along the
East line of said quar-
ter-quarter of 974.85
feet; to the Point of
Beginning; thence con-
tinue along said course
190.0 feet; thence 90
degrees 04°00” right
and run West 689.18
feet to the center of a
60’ right of way; thence
89 degrees 26°26” right
and run North along the
center of said right of
way 190.0 feet; thence
90 degrees 33’21 right
and run 690.71 feet to
the point of

beginning. Subject to
existing right of ways
for public roads, utility
lines, easements and
restrictions of record if
any.

TRACT FIVE: The North
1/2 of Lot 89 of'The
Cove Subdivision” be-
ing part of the SW 1/4
of the NE 1/4 of Sec-
tion 27, Township 10
South, Range 4 East,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, more particularly
described as follows:
From the NE corner
of said SW 1/4 of the
NE 1/4: thence South
1164.85 feet more or
less to a 5/8” rebar and
the Point of Beginning;
thence South 90.14
feet; thence S 89 de-
grees 22'25” W 687.89
feet to a point in the
center of a 60 foot wide
right of way; thence N
00 degrees 4617" W
98.81 feet along the
center of said right of
way; thence South 89
degrees 54’17" East
689.18 feet to the Point
of Beginning. Subject
to existing right of ways
for public roads, utility
lines, easements and
restrictions of record if
any.

TRACT SIX: The S 1/2
of Lot 89 of “The Cove
Subdivision” being part
of the SW 1/4 of the
NE 1/4 of Section 27,
Township 10  South,
Range 4 East, Etowah
County, Alabama, more
particularly  described
as follows: From the
Northeast corner of
said SW 1/4 of the NE
1/4 of Section 27, run
South 1254.85 feet to
the Point of Beginning,
thence South 89 de-
grees 20'West, 688.43
feet to the center of a
60 feet right of way;
thence S 00 degrees
27°35” East along cen-
ter of said right of way,
98.81 feet; thence N 88
degrees 3555” East,
687.80 feet; thence
North 90 feet to the
Point of Beginning.
Subject to existing right
of ways for public roads,
utility lines, easements
and restrictions of re-
cord if any.

TRACT SEVEN: Com-
mence at the NE cor-
ner of the SW 1/4 of
the NE 1/4 of Section
27, Township 10 South,

Range 4 East and run
South along the East
line thereof for 1324.85
feet to the Point of Be-
ginning; thence contin-
ue along said line 63.7
feet; thence 72 degrees
06’18” right and run
Southwesterly 751.96
feet to the center of 60
foot right of way; thence
91 degrees 3125
right and run Norther-
ly along the center of
said R.O.W. 260.0 feet;
thence 90 degrees 00’
right and run Easterly
105.2 feet; thence 14
degrees 18’03” right
and run East 687.8 feet
to the Point of Begin-
ning. Subject to existing
right of ways for pub-
lic roads, utility lines,
easements and restric-
tions of record If any.
The address being
0000 Kerri Lane, Boaz,
AL 35956

Parcels Nos: 05-08-27-
0-000-005.049; 05-08-
27-0-000-001.001; 05-
08-27-0-000-005.012;
05-08-27-0-000-
005.019; 05-08-27-0-
000-005.007; and 05-
08-27-0-000-005.018
Said sale is made for
the purpose of foreclos-
ing of said mortgage,
paying the mortgage
debt, the costs and ex-
penses of foreclosure,
including a reasonable
attorney’s fee.

THIS PROPERTY WILL
BE SOLD ON AN “AS
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS,
SUBJECT TO ANY
EASEMENTS, ENCUM-
BRANCES, AND EX-
CEPTIONS REFLECT-
ED IN THE MORTGAGE
AND THOSE CON-
TAINED IN THE RE-
CORDS OF THE OF-
FICE OF THE JUDGE
OF PROBATE OF THE
COUNTY WHERE THE
ABOVE DESCRIBED
PROPERTY IS SIT-
UATED. THIS PROP-
ERTY WILL BE SOLD
WITHOUT WARRANTY
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED
AS TO TITLE, USE
AND/OR ENJOYMENT
AND WILL BE SOLD
SUBJECT TO THE
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES
ENTITLED THERETO.
THE PARCELS MAY
BE SOLD AS ONE OR
SEPARATELY.
ALABAMA LAW GIVES
SOME PERSONS
WHO HAVE AN INTER-
EST IN PROPERTY
THE RIGHT TO RE-
DEEM THE PROPER-
TY UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES.
PROGRAMS MAY AL-
SO EXIST THAT HELP
PERSONS AVOID OR
DELAY THE FORE-
CLOSURE PRO-
CESS. AN ATTORNEY
SHOULD BE CON-
SULTED TO HELP YOU
UNDERSTAND THESE
RIGHTS AND PRO-
GRAMS AS A PART OF
THE FORECLOSURE
PROCESS

The Mortgagee or its
assignees reserve the
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate
and to credit its pur-
chase price against the
expenses of sale and
the indebtedness se-
cured by the real estate.

This sale is subject to
postponement or can-
cellation. Contact Jason
Knowles at the phone
number shown below
prior to attendance at
sale.

/sl Jason Knowles
Jason Knowles
Knowles & Sullivan,
LLC

Attorneys for Auction-
eer

413 Broad Street
Gadsden, Alabama
35901

Ph: (256) 547-7200
Email: jason@kkslaw-
group.com

April 3,
2026

10, and 17,

FILE CLAIMS

Tessa Leath was/were
appointed Person-
al Representative(s)
on 02/11/2026 over
the Estate of Melvin
Frank Leath, Jr., de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Dawn C. Cone was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
02/04/2026 to the Es-
tate of Imogene Phillip
Clifton deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April

3, 2026
FILE CLAIMS

Phillip Wayne Grissom
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 02/12/2026
to the Estate of Mary
Sue  Grissom, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Jeffrey Cornelius and
Amy Feemster was/
were appointed Co-Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 02/13/2026 to the
Estate of Maudeana
Cornelius, deceased,
Probate Court of
Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Lisa Susan White Orr
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 02/13/2026
to the Estate of Milli-
cent Mitzi Burroughs,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Roland V. Hammett,
Jr. was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 03/04/2026
over the Estate of Bet-
ty Jane Hammett, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Walter Melton Ledbet-
ter was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 02/16/2026
over the Estate of Cyn-
thia Ada Ledbetter, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

James C. Bates was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 02/16/2026 over the
Estate of Jerry Michael
Tumlin, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026
FILE CLAIMS

Emanuel L. Eugenias
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 02/17/2026
to the Estate of Geor-
gia M. Eugenias, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Guy Ray Ross, Il was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 02/19/2026 to the
Estate of Jewell Ross,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Susan Delynn Nelson
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 02/06/2026 to
the Estate of Betty Sue
Nelson, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

NOTICE OF ESTATE

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD ERIC
HUNTER, Deceased.

TO: Alabama Medicaid
Agency, USDA, Sher-
ry Hutt, Tony Hunter,
Christina Gardner,
Jimmy Hunter, Jr., Ste-
phen Hunter, Amanda
Smith, Deanna Pruitt,
Denise Pollard, Chris-
topher Alford, Thomas
Alford, Michael Alford,
Cathy Lankford, Kris-
tionna Meeks, Traci
Sims, Misty Smith, Ad-
am Hunter, C.H., and
Kaylee Hunter:

Please take note that
on the 13th day of
March 2026, Dana Li-
sa Helms, Personal
Representative of the
Estate of RICHARD
ERIC HUNTER, filed a
Report of Insolvency of
the Estate in the Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama. The
Probate Court has set
this matter for a hearing
on the insolvency of the
Estate on the 27th day
of April 2026 at 2:30 PM
at the Probate Office in
Etowah County.

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
ANGELA KAY WATTS,
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED

Case #: 2026-124

TO: Bradley Tyler Watts
and any unknown fam-
ily, whose whereabouts
are unknown

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapac-
itated individual was
filed in the Office of the
Judge of Probate, and
further, that the 21st
day of APRIL 2024 at
1:00 p.m. was appoint-
ed a day and time for
hearing on said Peti-
tion, thereof at which
time you may appear
and support and/or con-
test the Petition, if you
so choose.

DONE THIS THE 13TH
DAY OF MARCH 2024

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
BERTIE BAKER,
INCAPACITATED
Case #: 2026-59

TO: Any interested par-
ty

Please take notice that
a PETITION TO SELL
REAL PROPERTY be-
longing to the above
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate, and further,
that the 27th day of
APRIL 202 at 1:30 P.m.
was appointed a day
and time for hearing on
said Petition, thereof at
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/or
contest the Petition, if
you so choose.

DONE THIS THE 18TH
DAY OF MARCH 2026

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
LINDA BLOCKER, AL-
LEGED INCAPACITAT-
ED

Case #: 2026-93

TO: Cameron Lackey
and any unknown fam-
ily, whose whereabouts

are unknown

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate, and further,
that the 28th day of
APRIL 2024 at 1:00 pm.
was appointed a day
and time for hearing on
said Petition, thereof at
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/or
contest the Petition, if
you so choose.

DONE THIS THE 19th
DAY OF MARCH 2026

Scott Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE

March 27, April 3 and
10, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
DOROTHY ANN BALL,
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED

Case #: 2026-22

TO: Christy Brown,
Jessica Brown and
James Brown and any
unknown family, whose
whereabouts are un-
known

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapac-
itated individual was
filed in the Office of the
Judge of Probate, and
further, that the 5 day of
MAY 2026 at 2:00 P.m.
was appointed a day
and time for hearing on
said Petition, thereof at
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/or
contest the Petition, if
you so choose.

DONE THIS THE 30TH
DAY OF MARCH 2026

Scott W. Hassell
PROBATE JUDGE

April 3,
2026

10, and 17,

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

THE ESTATE OF: MAR-
JORIE HENNING, DE-
CEASED.

Case No.: 2026-00192

You will take notice that
a Petition for Disposi-
tion of Remains filed by
Jacob Millican, Esq., for
the disposition of the re-
mains of Marjorie Hen-
ning, who passed from
this life and stepped in-
to eternity on the 22nd
day of March, 2026, is
set to be heard on the
7th day of April, 2026 at
3:00 p.m., alleging that
there are no known next
of kin to take custody
of the remains of the
Decedent.

Please be advised that
should you intend to
contest this matter or
desire to take custody
of the remains of the
Decedent of the proper
disposition, you must
file a written response
within two (2) days of
the last publication
herein with the Clerk
of the Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, Courthouse, 800
Forrest Avenue, Gads-
den, AL 35901.

DONE THIS THE 30th
DAY OF March, 2026.

Scott W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE

April 3, 2026

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

IN THE PROBATE
COURT ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
GLENDA GAIL TINGLE,
DECEASED.

CASE NO: 2026-00152

TO: Kenneth Swafford,
Michael Swafford, and
all unknown heirs of
Glenda Gail Tingle

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED that there
has been filed in this
Court an instrument
purporting to be the
Last Will and Testament
of Glenda Gail Tingle,
deceased, and a peti-
tion in writing and under
oath praying for the ad-
mission to probate and
record in this Court of
said instrument as the
true Last Will and Testa-
ment of said decedent.
You are FURTHER NO-
TIFIED to be and ap-
pear before this Court
on the 12th day of May,
2026, at 10:00 a.m.,
when said petition will

be heard and to show
cause, if any you may
have, why the instru-
ment filed with said
petition and purporting
to be the Last Will and
Testament of Glenda
Gail Tingle, deceased,
should not be admitted
to probate and recorded
in this Court as the true
Last Will and Testament
of said decedent.

This the 26th day of
March 2026

Judge of Probate,
Scott W. Hassell

April 3,
2026

10, and 17,

NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR LETTERS OF
GUARDIANSHIP AND
PETITION FOR
LETTERS OF
CONSERVATORSHIP

Notice to: Unknown
family members, whose
whereabouts are un-
known

You will take notice that
a Petition for Letters of
Guardianship for the
person of Elda Sum-
merlin and a Petition
for Letters of Conser-
vatorship over the es-
tate of Elda Summerlin
was filed by Gadsden
Regional Medical Cen-
ter on the 19th day of
MARCH 2026.

Ahearing on the Petition
for Letters of Guardian-
ship and Petition for
Letters of Conservator-
ship is set on the 28th
day of APRIL 2026, at
2:00 p.m., in the Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama, 800
Forrest Avenue, Gads-
den, Alabama 35901.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

March 27, April 3 and
10, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

Luis A. Erazo, Plaintiff
V.

Frances Longmire, De-
fendants

Case No.: CV-2026-002

Comes now the Plain-
tiff, Luis A. Erazo, and
alleges as follows:

Plaintiff, a resident of
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, acquired the
property’s tax liens from
Alabama State, which
consisted of liens for
tax years 2020, 2001,
2022, and 2023, and
subsequently pur-
chased tax liens for tax
years 2024 at a tax sale
held on May 1, 2025.

The property is de-
scribed in  prior tax
sale certificates under
varying legal descrip-
tions, but is presently
described in county re-
cords as follows:

T/L-2020, 2021-2022-
2023, 2024 County LT
2 BLK 9 LIDDELL ADD
PLAT A-216 GADSDEN
SEC 4 TWP 12S R 6E.
The property is located
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

The property was sold
by the Tax Collector of
Etowah County fir non-
payment of ad valorem
taxes and purchased
by Plaintiff, who holds
tax sale certificates for
tax years 2020 through
2024,

Tax Year 2020:
2022, Page 387

Tax Year 2021:
2022, Page 388

Tax Year 2022:
2023, Page 2406
Tax Year 2023:
2022, Page 382

Tax Year 2024:
2024, Page 1696

book
book
book
book

book

More than three (4)
years have passed
since the date of the tax
sale, and the statutory
right of redemption un-
der Ala. Code § 40-10-
120 has expired.

Plaintiff gave notice to
all parties entitled to re-
deem, including:
Frances Longmire OCT
10, 2025 - Etowah
County Revenue Com-
missioner (via Tax Col-
lector): Mail sent OCT
10, 2025.

No party has redeemed
the property within the
statutory period, and
Plaintiff now seeks to
foreclosure any remain-
ing rights of redemption.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff
respectfully request this
Honorable Court to:
A.Enter a judgment
foreclosing all rights of
redemption of the De-
fendants and any per-
sons claiming through
them;

B.Vest fee simple title
to the above-described
property in Plaintiff, free
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and clear of all rights of
redemption.

C.Direct the Circuit
Clerk to execute and
deliver a deed con-
veying the property to
plaintiff,

D.Grant such further re-
lief as this Court deems
just and proper.

This notice will be pub-
lished for 4 consecutive
weeks starting on March
27, April 3, 10, and 17,
2026. The property will
be sold at public out-
cry to the highest and
best bidder for cash at
the door of the Etowah
County Courthouse on
April 22, 2026

This order is hereby
and approved Dated
this February 5, 2026.

Cassandra Johnson
Circuit Court Clerk

March 27, April 3, 10,
and 17, 2026

NOTICE OF
CONDEMNATION-
FORFEITURE ACTION

STATE OF ALABAMA,

EX REL: GADSDEN
POLICE DEPARTMENT
STREET CRIMES/

NARCOTICS UNIT

IN  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO:
CV-26-900141-CDR

PLAINTIFF
VS.

$3,610.00 U.S.
Currency

2008 GMC Yukon
VIN:
1GKFK13048J149625

2018 Chevrolet Impala
VIN:
2G1165S30F9113641

Hi-Point JHP
SN: X4386335

American Tactical Omni
Hybrid
SN: NS344647

American Tactical Alpha
Maxx
SN: NX078287

Ruger Prescott
SN: 09497180

DEFENDANTS
In Re: Sedric Barnard
Dukes

Lien-Holder

Kenneth Duane Ball
Etowah Used Cars, LLC
200 5th Ave. NE

Attalla, AL. 35954

TO ANY PERSON,
CORPORATION
OR OTHER ENTITY
CLAIMING AN OWN-
ER’S BONA FIDE

INTEREST IN THE
HEREINABOVE  DE-
SCRIBED CURRENCY,
FIREARM AND CUR-
RENCY, VEHICLES
AND FIREARMS:

WHEREAS, the State
of Alabama has filed
its complaint in the
above-described ac-
tion seeking condem-
nation, forfeiture, and
ultimate disposition of
the above-described
currency, vehicles
and firearms. You are
hereby notified that
you must answer said
Complaint by the 20th
day of May 2026. Fail-
ure to file such answer
shall result in your loss
of any claimed owner’s
or other interest in said

property.

DONE this the 19th day
of March, 2026

Cassandra
Circuit Clerk
Etowah County,
bama

Johnson,

Ala-

March 27, April 3, 10,
and 17, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT TO
FORECLOSE THE
RIGHT TO REDEEM
AND TO QUIET TITLE

IN  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY ALABAMA

CV-2026-900135

DONALD BERKEY and
JUANITA BERKEY,
PLAINTIFFS,

V.
WILLIAM TAYLOR,
CITY OF GADSDEN,
STATE OF ALABAMA,
TYLER LEE HUGHES
and those fictitious de-
fendants whose identi-
ties and whereabouts
are unknown, and all
other persons claim-
ing any present, future,
contingent, remainder,
reversion, or other in-
terest in the lands de-
scribed herein

DEFENDANTS.

The Defendant, William
Taylor, whose where-
abouts are unknown,
and any other persons
claiming any present,
future, contingent, re-
mainder, reversion, or
other interest in the

lands described below,
must answer Plaintiffs’
Complaint filed in the
above referenced court
and case number with-
in thirty (30) days of the
completion of the pub-
lication or thereafter a
judgment of default may
be rendered against
you in the above-styled
case.

The subject property is
described as follows:
Lot 6, Block 2 of the
Goodwater Heights Ad-
dition as recorded in
Plat Book B, Page 279
as recorded in the Of-
fice of the Judge of Pro-
bate, Etowah County,
Alabama.

The address of the sub-
ject property is 2200
Clayton Avenue, Gads-
den, AL 35904. The
PIN for the subject
property is 18928.

Done the 20th day of
March, 2026.

/s/ SONNIE J. STEEN
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Joshua B. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan,
LLC

413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL. 35901
Phone (256)547-7200
Fax (256)467-6322

March 27, April 3, 10,
and 17, 2026

NOTICE OF SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION
AND NOTICE OF

HEARING ON

PETITION FOR FINAL

SETTLEMENT

IN  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF CIVIL
ACTION NO.:

EMMA PRUITT
ARIETA, DECEASED

CV-2018-900661

TO: ANY UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF EMMA
PRUITT ARIETA, DE-
CEASED, AND ANY
OTHER PERSONS
CLAIMING ANY INTER-
EST IN THE ESTATE
OF EMMA  PRUITT
ARIETA, DECEASED,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, ANY UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF
LOLA BELLE PRUITT

O’SHIELDS, JAMES
OTIS MARKER, JEF-
FERSON DAVIS
MARKER, CURTIS
HOLLOWAY MARK-

ER, PAUL ANDREW
MARKER A/K/A ANDY
PAUL MARKER OR JE-
ROME EDISON MARK-
ER.

Please take notice that
a Petition for Final Set-
tlement has been filed
in the above-styled
matter concerning the
Estate of Emma Pruitt
Arieta, deceased, pend-
ing in the Circuit Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

An  Affidavit having
been filed stating that
despite diligent efforts
the names and/or ad-
dresses of certain heirs
of the Estate cannot be
determined, service up-
on such unknown heirs
is being made by pub-
lication pursuant to Or-
der of the Court.

Any unknown heirs, or
any person claiming an
interest in the Estate
of Emma Pruitt Arie-
ta, are hereby notified
that a hearing on the
Petition for Final Settle-
ment has been set by
the Court for the 30th
day of April, 2026, at
1:30 p.m., in the Cir-
cuit Court of Etowah
County, Alabama, at the
courthouse in Gadsden,
Alabama.

All persons claiming to
be heirs or otherwise
having any interest in
the Estate are required
to appear and file any
objections to the Peti-
tion for Final Settlement
on or before the date
of the hearing, or be
forever barred from as-
serting such claims.

DONE this the 24th day
March 2026.

Cassandra Johnson

Clerk of the Circuit
Court
Etowah County, Ala-
bama

Torbert and Torbert, PA
1024 Forrest Avenue
Gadsden, Alabama
35901

256-547-7551

March 27, April 3, 10,
and 17, 2026

NOTICE OF FINAL
HEARING BY
PUBLICATION

IN  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

GADSDEN LAND
BANK AUTHORITY, a
Public Corporation,
Plaintiff,

V.
CIVIL ACTION

NO.: CV-2026-00014

BARBARA MANJANG,
f/lk/a BARBARA LYNCH;
ETOWAH COUNTY, AL-
ABAMA; ; that parcel
of real property locat-
ed at 115 North 16th
Street, Gadsden, Ala-
bama 35901 and hav-
ing a legal description
of: Lot Number Four
(4) in Mandy Thaxton
addition to Gadsden,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, a map or plat pf
said addition being re-
corded in Plat Book “E”,
page 55, in the Office
of the Probate Judge
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, said lot lying and
being situated in Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama. Subject to
any easements and
restrictions of record ,
and known as Parcel
ID No. 15-06-14-1-000-
158.000; PPIN: 43502;
and any and all other
unknown heirs, claim-
ants or interested par-
ties claiming any right,
title, estate, lien, or in-
terest in the real estate
described herein,
Defendants.

TO BARBARA MAN-
JANG f/lk/a BARBA-
RA LYNCH; ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA;
and any and all other
unknown heirs, claim-
ants or interested par-
ties claiming any right,
title, estate, lien, or in-
terest in the real estate
described herein,

TAKE NOTICE that
on March 4, 2026, the
Gadsden Land Bank
Authority  filed  the
above-styled Complaint
and the record reflects
recorded notice of a
pending quiet title and
foreclosure action in
the Probate Court of
Etowah County, Ala-
bama concerning the
rights and/or interests in
the following real prop-
erty:

Lot Number Four (4) in
Mandy Thaxton addition
to Gadsden, Etowah
County, Alabama, a
map or plat pf said ad-
dition being recorded in
Plat Book “E”, page 55,
in the Office of the Pro-
bate Judge of Etowah
County, Alabama, said
lot lying and being sit-
uated in Gadsden,

Etowah County, Ala-
bama.
Property Address: 115

N. 16th Street, Gads-
den, AL 35901

ANY PERSON WITH A
PROPERTY INTEREST
IN THE ABOVE PROP-
ERTY IS HEREBY NO-
TIFIED THAT THEY
MAY LOSE SUCH IN-
TEREST, IF ANY, AS
A RESULT OF THE
ABOVE-REFERENCED
QUIET TITLE AND
FORECLOSURE AC-
TION. The final hear-
ing on this quiet title
and foreclosure action
is hereby set for May
20, 2026 at 8:30 a.m.
in Judge George Day’s
Courtroom, Etowah
County Courthouse,
801 Forrest Avenue,
Gadsden, Alabama
35901. The judgment
of the Court may result
in title to the property
vesting in the Gadsden
Land Bank Authority.
Any person who proves
to the Court’s satisfac-
tion a right to redeem
the property pursu-
ant to Alabama Code
§§ 40-10-73 (1975) et
seq. or Alabama Code
§§ 40-10-83 (1975) et
seq. may redeem the
property pursuant to
those statutes within
five (5) days after the
appropriate Order on
Final Hearing is issued.
FAILURE TO REDEEM
THE PROPERTY AND
PRESENT PROOF
OF REDEMPTION TO
THE CIRCUIT COURT
WITHIN THE 5-DAY
PERIOD MAY RESULT
IN A LOSS OF THE
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION.

The address of the
Gadsden Land Bank
Authority is City Hall,
90 Broad Street, Gads-
den, Alabama 35901.
The Gadsden Land
Bank Authority may be
contacted care of Erin
Patterson, City of Gads-
den, at (256) 549-4553.

IT IS THEREFORE OR-
DERED by the under-
signed Clerk of Court
that publication of this
notice be made once
a week for three con-
secutive weeks in the
Gadsden Messenger, a
newspaper of general
circulation in Etowah
County, Alabama, and
that all persons to
whom this notice is ad-
dressed and any and
all persons claiming
any title to, interest in,
or lien or encumbrance
on the above-described
land or any part thereof
are hereby directed to
plead, answer or oth-
erwise respond to the
Complaint in this cause

before the hearing date
or a judgment by de-
fault may be rendered
against them it being
intended that this notice
shall be used to perfect
service against all par-
ties who cannot be per-
sonally served with a
copy of the Complaint.

Dated this the 23rd day
of March, 2026.

Cassandra Johnson,
Circuit Clerk

J. Lance Smith
Turnbach, Warren,
Rice, Frederick &
Smith, P.C.

200 Chestnut Street,
Suite A

Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: (256) 543-3664
Fax (256) 543-3674

March 27, April 3, and
10, 2026

NOTICE OF FINAL
HEARING BY
PUBLICATION

IN  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

GADSDEN LAND
BANK AUTHORITY, a
Public Corporation,
Plaintiff,

2
CIVILACTION
NO.: CV-2026-00013

FRANK ROBERTS, if
alive whereabouts un-
known, if deceased,
the heirs and credi-
tors of Frank Roberts,
whose names, ad-
dresses and ages are
unknown; EUCLID AN-

DERSON, deceased;
JEAN PARKER AN-
DERSON, deceased;
APRIL BEDWELL

STONE, as the Person-
al Representative of the
Estate of Jean Parker
Anderson; APRIL BED-
WELL STONE, individ-
ually; EDWARD KEVIN
STONE; RONNY AN-
DERSON LIDDELL;
ETOWAH COUNTY,
ALABAMA; Lot Number
67 in Wild Acres Unit
Number 3, according to
the map or plat thereof
as the same appears
of record in the office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama in the Book of
Town Plats “H”, page
1, and lying and being
in Gadsden, Etowah
County, Alabama, and
being subject to re-
strictions recorded in
Misc. Book “53”, page
325, Probate Office of
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, said lot lying and
being situated in Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama. Subject to
any easements and
restrictions of record ,
and known as Parcel
ID No. 15-08-28-0-001-
376.000 PPIN: 46332;
and any and all other
unknown heirs, claim-
ants or interested par-
ties claiming any right,
title, estate, lien, or in-
terest in the real estate
described herein,
Defendants.

TO FRANK ROBERTS;
EUCLID ANDERSON;
JEAN PARKER AN-
DERSON; APRIL BED-
WELL STONE, as the
Personal Represen-
tative of the ESTATE
OF JEAN PARKER
ANDERSON; APRIL
BEDWELL STONE; ED-
WARD KEVIN STONE;
RONNY ANDERSON
LIDDELL; ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA;
and any and all other
unknown heirs, claim-
ants or interested par-
ties claiming any right,
title, estate, lien, or in-
terest in the real estate
described herein,

TAKE NOTICE that
on March 4, 2026, the
Gadsden Land Bank
Authority ~ filed  the
above-styled Complaint
and the record reflects
recorded notice of a
pending quiet title and
foreclosure action in
the Probate Court of
Etowah County, Ala-
bama concerning the
rights and/or interests in
the following real prop-
erty:

Lot Number 67 in Wild
Acres Unit Number 3,
according to the map or
plat thereof as the same
appears of record in
the office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama in
the Book of Town Plats
“H”, page 1, and lying
and being in Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama, and being
subject to restrictions
recorded in Misc. Book
“563”, page 325, Probate
Office of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama

Property Address: 0
Greenbriar Road,
Gadsden, AL 35901

ANY PERSON WITH A
PROPERTY INTEREST
IN THE ABOVE PROP-
ERTY IS HEREBY NO-
TIFIED THAT THEY
MAY LOSE SUCH IN-
TEREST, IF ANY, AS
A RESULT OF THE
ABOVE-REFERENCED

QUIET TITLE AND
FORECLOSURE AC-
TION. The final hear-
ing on this quiet title
and foreclosure action
is hereby set for May
12, 2026 at 8:30 a.m.
in Judge Brynn Crain’s
Courtroom, Etowah
County Courthouse,
801 Forrest Avenue,
Gadsden, Alabama
35901. The judgment
of the Court may result
in title to the property
vesting in the Gadsden
Land Bank Authority.
Any person who proves
to the Court’s satisfac-
tion a right to redeem
the property pursu-
ant to Alabama Code
§§ 40-10-73 (1975) et
seq. or Alabama Code
§§ 40-10-83 (1975) et
seq. may redeem the
property pursuant to
those statutes within
five (5) days after the
appropriate Order on
Final Hearing is issued.
FAILURE TO REDEEM
THE PROPERTY AND
PRESENT PROOF
OF REDEMPTION TO
THE CIRCUIT COURT
WITHIN THE 5-DAY
PERIOD MAY RESULT
IN A LOSS OF THE
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION.

The address of the
Gadsden Land Bank
Authority is City Hall,
90 Broad Street, Gads-
den, Alabama 35901.
The Gadsden Land
Bank Authority may be
contacted care of Erin
Patterson, City of Gads-
den, at (256) 549-4553.

IT IS THEREFORE OR-
DERED by the under-
signed Clerk of Court
that publication of this
notice be made once
a week for three con-
secutive weeks in the
Gadsden Messenger, a
newspaper of general
circulation in Etowah
County, Alabama, and
that all persons to
whom this notice is ad-
dressed and any and
all persons claiming
any title to, interest in,
or lien or encumbrance
on the above-described
land or any part thereof
are hereby directed to
plead, answer or oth-
erwise respond to the
Complaint in this cause
before the hearing date
or a judgment by de-
fault may be rendered
against them it being
intended that this notice
shall be used to perfect
service against all par-
ties who cannot be per-
sonally served with a
copy of the Complaint.

Dated this the 23rd day
of March, 2026.

Cassandra Johnson,
Circuit Clerk

J. Lance Smith
Turnbach, Warren,
Rice, Frederick &
Smith, P.C.

200 Chestnut Street,
Suite

Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: (256) 543-3664
Fax: (256) 543-3674

March 27, April 3, and
10, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

The Attalla Board of
Adjustments will hold
a public hearing on
Thursday, April 16,
2026 at 5:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of
Attalla City Hall located
at 612 4th Street NW,
Attalla, AL 35954. The
following items will be
considered:

A variance requested
and filed by Duane Ball
to construct a house
on the lot at 111 Pres-
ton Avenue, Attalla, AL
35954. The lot is zoned
R-1 (Single Family Res-
idential). The request
will include a variance
on the lot size, width
and building setback.

A variance requested
and file by Charles and
Renee Bellew to allow
residential units at 416
4th Street NW, Attalla,
AL 35954. The proper-
ty is zoned B-2 (Central
Business)

Mandy Cash
City Clerk

April 3 and 10, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals, in
duplicate, from Quali-
fied General Contrac-
tors will be received
by The Etowah County
Board of Education at
the board office 401
Broad Street, Gadsden,
AL 35901 until 10:20am
CST, Monday, April 20,
2026 for Re-roofing
Southside Elementary
School: at which time
and place they will be
publicly opened and
read. A cashier’s check
or bid bond payable to
Etowah County Board of
Education in an amount
not less than five (5)
percent of the amount of
the bid, but in no event

more than $10,000,
must accompany the
bidder’s proposal. Per-
formance and Payment
Bonds and evidence
of insurance required
in the bid documents
will be required at the
signing of the Contract.
Bid Documents may be
examined at the office
of B. Craig Lipscomb,
Architect, 436 Chestnut
Street, Gadsden, AL
35901. Bidders may re-
ceive digital documents
from the Architect at no
cost.

Only general contrac-
tors who have been
approved to bid pursu-
ant to prequalification
procedures, attended
the mandatory pre-bid
conference and have
demonstrated the ability
to provide 24/7/365 ser-
vice with a main office
within 60 miles driving
distance of the project
site as described in the
prequalification  pack-
age and/or Div 1 speci-
fications and criteria es-
tablished by the Owner
will be eligible to bid for
the Project. Bids must
be submitted on pro-
posal forms furnished
by the Architect or cop-
ies thereof.
Prequalification  pack-
ages are due at the of-
fice of the Architect by
10am CST on Monday,
April 6, 2026. Contrac-
tors seeking prequali-
fication shall submit a
printed AIA form A305
in duplicate.

A mandatory pre-bid
conference shall be
held on Monday, April
13, 2026 at 10am CST
at the project site.

All bidders bidding in
amounts exceeding
that established by the
State Licensing Board
for General Contractors
must be licensed under
the provisions of Title
34, Chapter 8, Code
of Alabama, 1975, and
must show evidence
of license before bid-
ding or bid will not be
received or considered
by the Architect ; the
bidder shall show such
evidence by clearly
displaying his or her
current license num-
ber on the outside of
the sealed envelope in
which the proposal is
delivered. The Owner
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all proposals
and to waive technical
errors if, in the Owner’s
judgment, the best in-
terests of the Owner will
thereby be promoted.

Etowah County Board
of Education (Awarding
Authority)

B. Craig Lipscomb, Ar-
chitect, 256-390-5657,
craig@bclarch.com (Ar-
chitect)

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals, in
duplicate, from Quali-
fied General Contrac-
tors will be received
by The Etowah County
Board of Education at
the board office 401
Broad Street, Gadsden,
AL 35901 until 10:00am
CST, Monday, April
20, 2026 for Reroofing
Hokes BIluff Elemen-
tary Building: at which
time and place they
will be publicly opened
and read. A cashier’s
check or bid bond pay-
able to Etowah Coun-
ty Board of Education
in an amount not less
than five (5) percent of
the amount of the bid,
but in no event more
than $10,000, must ac-
company the bidder’s
proposal. Performance
and Payment Bonds
and evidence of insur-
ance required in the
bid documents will be
required at the signing
of the Contract. Bid
Documents may be ex-
amined at the office of
B. Craig Lipscomb, Ar-
chitect, 436 Chestnut
Street, Gadsden, AL
35901. Bidders may re-
ceive digital documents
from the Architect at no
cost.

Only general contrac-
tors who have been
approved to bid pursu-
ant to prequalification
procedures, attended
the mandatory pre-bid
conference and have
demonstrated the ability
to provide 24/7/365 ser-
vice with a main office
within 60 miles driving
distance of the project
site as described in the
prequalification  pack-
age and/or Div 1 speci-
fications and criteria es-
tablished by the Owner
will be eligible to bid for
the Project. Bids must
be submitted on pro-
posal forms furnished
by the Architect or cop-
ies thereof.
Prequalification  pack-
ages are due at the of-
fice of the Architect by
10am CST on Monday,
April 6, 2026. Contrac-
tors seeking prequali-
fication shall submit a
printed AIA form A305

in duplicate.

A mandatory pre-bid
conference shall be
held on Monday, April
13, 2026 at 9am CST at
the project site.

All bidders bidding in
amounts exceeding
that established by the
State Licensing Board
for General Contractors
must be licensed under
the provisions of Title
34, Chapter 8, Code
of Alabama, 1975, and
must show evidence
of license before bid-
ding or bid will not be
received or considered
by the Architect ; the
bidder shall show such
evidence by clearly
displaying his or her
current license num-
ber on the outside of
the sealed envelope in
which the proposal is
delivered. The Owner
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all proposals
and to waive technical
errors if, in the Owner’s
judgment, the best in-
terests of the Owner will
thereby be promoted.

Etowah County Board
of Education (Awarding
Authority)

B. Craig Lipscomb, Ar-
chitect, 256-390-5657,
craig@bclarch.com (Ar-
chitect)

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals, in
duplicate, from Quali-
fied General Contrac-
tors will be received
by The Etowah County
Board of Education at
the board office 401
Broad Street, Gads-
den, AL 35901 until
10:10am CST, Monday,
April 20, 2026 for Re-
roofing Southside Ath-
letic Building: at which
time and place they
will be publicly opened
and read. A cashier’s
check or bid bond pay-
able to Etowah Coun-
ty Board of Education
in an amount not less
than five (5) percent of
the amount of the bid,
but in no event more
than $10,000, must ac-
company the bidder’s
proposal. Performance
and Payment Bonds
and evidence of insur-
ance required in the
bid documents will be
required at the signing
of the Contract. Bid
Documents may be ex-
amined at the office of
B. Craig Lipscomb, Ar-
chitect, 436 Chestnut
Street, Gadsden, AL
35901. Bidders may re-
ceive digital documents
from the Architect at no
cost.

Only general contrac-
tors who have been
approved to bid pursu-
ant to prequalification
procedures, attended
the mandatory pre-bid
conference and have
demonstrated the ability
to provide 24/7/365 ser-
vice with a main office
within 60 miles driving
distance of the project
site as described in the
prequalification  pack-
age and/or Div 1 speci-
fications and criteria es-
tablished by the Owner
will be eligible to bid for
the Project. Bids must
be submitted on pro-
posal forms furnished
by the Architect or cop-
ies thereof.
Prequalification  pack-
ages are due at the of-
fice of the Architect by
10am CST on Monday,
April 6, 2026. Contrac-
tors seeking prequali-
fication shall submit a
printed AIA form A305
in duplicate.

A mandatory pre-bid
conference shall be
held on Monday, April
13, 2026 at 10:30am
CST at the project site.
All bidders bidding in
amounts exceeding
that established by the
State Licensing Board
for General Contractors
must be licensed under
the provisions of Title
34, Chapter 8, Code
of Alabama, 1975, and
must show evidence
of license before bid-
ding or bid will not be
received or considered
by the Architect ; the
bidder shall show such
evidence by clearly
displaying his or her
current license num-
ber on the outside of
the sealed envelope in
which the proposal is
delivered. The Owner
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all proposals
and to waive technical
errors if, in the Owner’s
judgment, the best in-
terests of the Owner will
thereby be promoted.

Etowah County Board
of Education (Awarding
Authority)

B. Craig Lipscomb, Ar-
chitect, 256-390-5657,
craig@bclarch.com (Ar-
chitect)

March 20, 27, and April
3, 2026
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ADVERTISEMENT
FOR NOTICE OF
COMPLETION

FORM OF ADVER-
TISEMENT FOR COM-
PLETION LEGAL NO-
TICE In accordance
with Chapter 1, Title 39,
Code of Alabama, 1975,
notice is hereby given
that Alabama Grading
& Excavation, LLC, has
completed the Proj-
ect No: TAPAA-TA22
(900) Sidewalks Along
6th Street, 7th Street,
Chesnut Street, and
Walnut Street Phase
| in Gadsden, Etowah
County for the Alabama
Department of Trans-
portation, Owner(s),
and have made request
for final settlement of
said Contract. All per-
sons having any claim
for labor, materials, or
otherwise in connection
with this project should
immediately notify Al-
abama Department of
Transportation,  North
Region - Guntersville
Area, PO Box 550,
Guntersville, AL 35976.

March 13, 20, 27, and
April 3, 2026

JOB COMPLETION

In  accordance with
Chapter 1, Title 39,
Code of Alabama,

1975, Bob Smith Con-
struction, Inc. Hereby
gives written notice of
the completion of a con-
tract with the Etowah
County Commission, for
the Interior Renovations
to the Etowah Coun-
ty Road Maintenance
Facility and has made
request for final settle-
ment of said Contract.
This notice is to appear
for four consecutive
weeks beginning March
20, 2026 and ending
April 10, 2026. All per-
sons having any claim
for labor, materials or
otherwise in connection
with this project should

immediately notify
Thomas M. McElrath,
Architect, 717 Merit

Springs Road, Gads-
den, AL 35901 during
this period.

March 20, 27, April 3,

and 10, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR NOTICE OF
COMPLETION

FORM OF ADVER-
TISEMENT FOR COM-
PLETION LEGAL NO-
TICE In accordance
with Chapter 1, Title 39,
Code of Alabama, 1975,
notice is hereby given
that Alabama Grading
& Excavation, LLC, has
completed the Adams
Park Area (Phase 1)
Drainage Improvement
Project in Gadsden, AL
for the City of Gadsden,
Owner(s), and have
made request for final
settlement of said Con-
tract. All persons hav-
ing any claim for labor,
materials, or otherwise
in connection with this
project should imme-
diately notify The City
of Gadsden, 90 Broad
Street, Gadsden, Al
35901.

March 27, April 3, 10,
and 17, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE

The following storage
units will be auctioned
on April 8, 2026 begin-
ning at 10:00 A.M. on
the business premis-
es of Southtowne Mini
Warehouses, South-
towne is located at 199
Woodland Drive, off of
Steele Station Road
in Rainbow City, AL.
356906.

Roosevelt Johnson
Unit 49

Forest Claunch
Unit 52

Barry Browning
Unit 148

Fatima Bibb
Unit 512

Damien Wachewicz
Unit 532

Jennifer Drummond
Unit 538

Adam Stinson
Unit 548

Selena Pack
Unit 562

Mary Butler
Unit 581

Phillip McGuire
Unit 660

Frankie Pollard
Unit 792

Michael Glass
Unit 820

Alicia Luttrell
Unit 49-4

Angela Nelson
Unit 13-11

Sonya Atchison
Unit 361

Angela Vaughn
Unit 739 & 733

Janie Harrison
Unit 833

Sherri Rector
Unit 48-7

Lisa Rydel
Unit 5A-8,9

Latona Garrett
Unit 15-10

Jason Wood
RV15

Regina Martin
Unit 101

Southtowne Mini Ware-
houses

199 Woodland Drive
Rainbow City, AL.
35906

March 27 and April 3,
2026

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take
possession of the fol-
lowing described aban-
doned vehicle(s) on
May 2, 2026.

2018
MALIBU
VIN:
2G1105SA6J9165297

CHEVROLET

UNI AUTOMOTIVE
GROUP, LLC

2501 3rd Street SW
Attalla AL. 35954
256-538-6600

March 27 and April 3,
2026

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take
possession of the fol-
lowing described aban-
doned vehicle(s) on
May 5, 2026.

2006 HONDA ACCORD
VIN:
1HGCM56866A163803

UNI AUTOMOTIVE
GROUP, LLC

2501 3rd Street SW
Attalla AL. 35954
256-538-6600

March 27 and April 3,
2026

ORDINANCE
NO. 0-04-26

Amending City Code
Chapter 50 Article Il

NOW THEREFORE, BE
IT ORDAINED BY THE
CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as
follows:

Section 1. T o
establish a schedule of
permit fees for Fire Mar-
shall Inspection. Said
rates shall be posted in
the office of the building
official. Chapter 50 Ar-
ticle 1l of the Code of
Ordinances of the City
of Gadsden is amended
by adding the following:

Sec. 50-65.
Fees

— Permit

CONSTRUCTION PER-
MIT - FEE AMOUNT

Automatic  Fire-Extin-
guishing System
$25.00

Fire Alarm Systems
$25.00

Fire Pumps
$25.00

Standpipe Systems
$25.00

Energy Storage Sys-
tems (excluding Porta-
ble Generators)

$25.00

OPERATIONAL -
AMOUNT
Amusement Building
$30.00 per site

FEE

Carnivals & Fairs
$30.00 per event

Exhibits & Trade Shows
$30.00 per event

Explosive Storage
$100.00 per site

Blasting
$100.00 each

Hazardous Materials
$30.00 per site

High-Piled Storage
$30.00 per site

Hot Work Operations
$30.00 per site

Liquid or Gas-Fueled
Vehicles or Equipment
in Assembly Buildings
$30.00 per event

Lumber Yards and
Woodworking Plants
$50.00 per site

Mobile Food Prepara-
tion Vehicles
$25.00 per event

Open Burning (less
than 200 Cubic feet)
No Fee

Open Burning (greater
than 200 Cubic feet)
$100.00 per site per
year

Organic Coating
$30.00 per site

Pyrotechnic/Fireworks
Display
$30.00 per site

Storage of Scrap Tires
$300.00 per site per
year

Temporary Membrane
Structures and Tents
$30.00 per event

PLANS REVIEW - FEE
AMOUNT

Review of Plans

No Fee

Review of Re-Submit-
tals
$50.00

INSPECTIONS - FEE
AMOUNT

Courtesy Inspection
No Fee

Initial Inspection
No Fee

Annual Inspections and
any Follow-up for Annu-
al Inspections

No Fee

Re-Inspection
Time)
$30.00

(1st

Re-Inspection
Time)
$100.00

(2nd

Re-Inspection (3rd and
subsequent)
$200.00

After Hours Inspection
$200.00 + $50.00 per
hour after the 1st hour

Section 2. The
section,  subsections,
paragraphs, sentences,
clauses and phrases of
this ordinance are sev-
erable. If any section,
subsection, paragraph,
sentence, clause and
phrase of this ordinance
is declared unconstitu-
tional or invalid by a val-
id judgment of a court of
competent jurisdiction,
such judgment shall
not affect the validity
of any other section,
subsection, paragraph,
sentence, clause and
phrase of this ordi-
nance. The city coun-
cil declares that it is its
intent that it would have
enacted this ordinance
without such invalid or

unconstitutional  provi-
sions.
Section 3. The

provisions of this ordi-
nance repeal any prior
ordinance or provision
of the Gadsden City
Code to the extent of
any conflict.

Section 4. This
ordinance shall become
effective upon publica-
tion.

Adopted by the City
Council of Gadsden on
March 24, 2026.

Ilva Nelson, City
Clerk
April 3, 2026

ORDINANCE
NO. 0-05-26

Authorizing TIF Funds
for Expenditures
Related to Property Ac-
quisition

Whereas, the City
Council of the City of
Gadsden adopted Res-
olution R-61-26, autho-
rizing the Mayor on be-
half of the City to enter
into an agreement and
all documents neces-
sary and to do all things
required for the City to
acquire from Gadsden
Airport Authority prop-
erty; and

Whereas, the  City
Council finds and de-
termines that the use
of tax increment district
funds for the purchase
of this property is in
keeping with the pur-
pose and intent of the
tax increment financ-
ing law and the project
plans previously autho-
rized and adopted.

BE IT ORDAINED BY
THE CITY COUN-
CIL OF THE CITY OF
GADSDEN, ALABAMA,
as follows:

Section 1. Ordi-
nance No. O-21-25 (Fis-
cal Year 2026 Budget),
as amended, is further
amended, by appropri-
ating $463,000.00 to
account #191-30-3000-

460-467040- (Capital
Out-lay Land).
Section 2. The

Mayor and Director of
Finance are authorized
to use funds from Tax
Increment Financing
(TIF) for this expense.
These funds are hereby
appropriated for such
purposes.

Adopted by the City
Council of Gadsden on
March 24, 2026.

Iva Nelson, City Clerk
April 3, 2026

SIFIEDS

SERVICE

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and
do repairs to protect your
family and your home’s
value! If you have water in
your home that needs to
be dried, Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 Have zip code
of service lo-cation ready
when you call!

APPLIANCE REPAIR:
Prompt local service
available for appliance
repair. Washer/Dryer,
Dishwasher, Refrigerator,
Stove/Oven and all major
appliances. Certified,
Insured techs. Satisfac-
tion guaranteed. Call to
schedule your appoint-
ment now! 1-877-441-
0132

SELLING a RV, Tractor or
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or by region
in over 100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1 million
readers each week! Run
your ad in our Classified
Network for just $210
per week! Make one
call to this newspaper
(participating Ala-SCAN
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how
easy it is to advertise
statewide!

FREE MAMMOGRAMS AND

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Superior quality
bath and shower systems
at AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Call
Now! 1-833-770-0326

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call,
get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You with
Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW:

1-833-641-6606
FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your
service, call now for a free
quote and see how much
you can save! 1-833-641-
6672

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring.

Call Today! 1-833-641-
6567

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most ad-
vanced gutter protection
for your home, backed by
a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today
1-833-683-2005 to
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation
estimate. Plus get 20%
off! Seniors and military
save an additional 10%.
Restrictions apply, see
representative for warran-
ty and offer details

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
Call 1-877-323-5516
to-day to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a gen-
erator. It's a power move.

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to
last a life-time! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off
installation + Additional
10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start
their own business. Call
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to
support our veterans!

Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction!

Call Veteran Car Dona-

tions at 1-877-724-3049
today!

SURPLUS ITEMS

Gadsden State Community College
will now be selling all Surplus items on

Govdeals.com.

Anyone interested in purchasing can go to
Govdeals.com, register as a bidder, type in
Gadsden State Community College
in the search engine and view all the items
we have for sale.

All items are sold As is.

CEMETERY LOTS FOR SALE

Crestwood Cemetery

Garden of Church
Block 26C

4 Lots Available Together
Ideal for family plots
APPRAISED VALUE: $18,000
SELLING: $15,000 (OBO)
Don’t miss this opportunity to secure
a premium location at a reduced price
Serious Inquiries Only

205-370-0583

PAP TESTS

STOP

Elder Abuse,
Neglect &
Exploitation

with FREE CANCER TREATMENT AVAILABLE
TO ELIGIBLE WOMEN
* Breast Cancer Screenings 40-64 yrs old
* Cervical Cancer Screenings 21-64 yrs old

DON'T DELA bt -
DO IT FOR YOURSELF Alu bml a rDePOY t o f
DO IT FOR YOUR FAMILY abama Uepartmen

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

AN

RESOURCES

of Human Resources
Adult Protective
Services Division

For a referral or more information go to:
www.alabamapublichealth.gov/bandc
scan the QR Code below,
or contact the hotline: 1-877-252-3324

=

FOSTER
CARE

1-800-458-7214

Q 1-800-458-7214

@ aps@dhr.alabama.gov
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