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Another four years of Ford

Surrounded by family,
friends and an assortment of
elected officials, Craig Ford
took the stage to claim his

victory of another four years
as the Mayor of Gadsden
City.

“I want to thank all the

candidates, I mean this
sincerely,” Ford said. “If
you’ve never been there and
done this, there’s a lot of

pressure and a lot of pres-
sure on your family.”
Over the past four years
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The results from Tuesday’s election are
in. See who was elected and who wasn’t.
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Celebration of life: Remembering
Councilman Jason Wilson

By Caylie Moore
Reporter

On Wednesday, Aug. 19,
Gadsden’s District 5 coun-
cilman Jason Wilson passed
away at the age of 46 after
suffering a heart attack ear-
lier in the month.

Wilson, founder of Back
Forty Beer Company, was
a passionate person in his
personal life, whose loss is
sorely felt by each and ev-
ery community that Wilson
touched — and even the ones
he had yet to get to.

Fellow council members
Steve Smith, of District 2,
and Larry J. Avery, Jr. of Dis-
trict 3, extended their condo-
lences to Wilson’s family and
reflected on Jason’s character
in public social media posts.

“I’m still in denial and
disbelief,” Smith wrote in
a Facebook post. “This is a
very sad day for the city of
Gadsden and the current ad-
ministration. Jason has been
everything for all of us. We
leaned on him for almost ev-

ery situation. He is certainly
going to be missed; City Hall
will never be the same again.
Rest in peace to my friend,
brother, colleague and men-
tor.”

In a separate post, Coun-
cilman Avery also discussed
how much Wilson had done
for Gadsden and how palpa-
ble his love for the city was.

“Jason brought a profes-
sionalism that was uniquely
his own,” Avery stated, not-
ing that his presence — in-
cluding his passion for Gads-
den’s youth and his ability to
connect with people — could
never be replaced but would
also never be forgotten.

“Jason understood that
public service was about
people,” Avery said. “His
connection to the communi-
ty, his personality, his pas-
sion, and the relationships he
built left an imprint that will
remain far beyond his years
of service.”

Avery concluded the post
with one final and impactful
message to the late council-

See photo from the peewee football game
Southside vs Springville.
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Etowah County Fair and other events for
the weekend and beyond.

See Page A7

Honoring Imagination Library, Dolly Parton’s final — and most
important — gift to Etowah County’s children, with United Way

By Caylie Moore
Reporter

Beloved country mu-
sic icon Dolly Parton
died on Tuesday, Aug.
25 after fighting a brief
battle with cancer. The
singer, songwriter and
actress was 80.

Parton’s passing was
announced by her neph-
ew, Bryan Seaver, in a
video from the musi-
cian’s family to her fans
all over the world.

“Sadness lies with
us, but not with Dolly,”
Seaver reassured fans
mourning the star’s
death. “Dolly has lived
in the light and is in the
arms of Jesus, surely
met by [her husband]
Carl, her parents and

countless  others

who have watched

her and longed for

her to meet them in
the heavens.”

While Parton may
have passed on, how-
ever, her impact will
continue to live on for
decades to come — be-
cause while she was a
singer, songwriter, ac-
tress, she was a philan-
thropist — a giver —
first and foremost.

“I’m kind of addicted
to the feeling of giving,
knowing that I'm do-
ing something good for
someone else,” Parton
said in a 2021 interview
with People magazine.

Give Parton did, as
she donated to and even
created countless orga-

nizations using her esti-
mated net worth of $450
to 650 million — all to
help those in need.

In 2016, Parton, for
instance, raised $12.5
million for victims of
a wildfire in the Great
Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park. In 2021, she
raised another $700,000
for people affected
by Hurricane Helene
across Appalachia and
donated $1 million for
the same cause, with
the Dollywood Foun-
dation matching the
contribution. During the
COVID-19 pandemic,
she gave yet another $1
million to fund the early

stages of the vaccine.
Although Parton’s tal-
ent as an entertainer has
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Westbrook and Southside claim their first
win of the season.
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DGI earns three Main Street Alabama awards

Downtown Gadsden, Inc. received three
Awards of Excellence during the Main
Street Alabama Conference in Enterprise,
recognizing several projects and partner-
ships that have contributed to the revital-
ization of downtown.

Downtown Gadsden was recognized
with the Enduring Alliance Award for
Exchange Bank of Alabama’s partnership
with the organization, the Public/Private
Partnership Award for the revitalization

of The Green Room at the historic Pitman
Theatre and the Historical Rehabilitation
Award for the Hardin Building Restoration
Project.

The awards recognize communities
and projects that reflect the goals of Main
Street Alabama, which focuses on revital-
izing downtown districts while preserving
their history and character.

In addition to the three awards, Ray Wet-
zel, director of the Gadsden Museum of

Art, was selected as Downtown Gadsden’s
Main Street Hero. The recognition honors
an individual, business or organization that
has made an outstanding contribution to its
local Main Street program.

Wetzel said his involvement comes
down to a willingness to help wherever he
is needed.

“Nothing great happens on its own. It
takes hard work and real commitment to
this city,” Wetzel said. “That means show-

ing up, wherever and whenever it’s need-
ed, to get things done.”

Main Street Alabama recognized 36
designated communities and 34 network
communities during the conference. The
organization promotes public-private part-
nerships and community involvement as a
way to encourage investment, tourism and
economic growth while maintaining the
history and character of Alabama’s down-
town districts.

left its own irreplaceable and
unmistakable mark on the
world, it is not an unmatch-
able one, because through
her more material, mone-
tary contributions, she has
changed thousands of lives
for the better and formed an
equally long-lasting, inter-
generational legacy.

As Seaver emphasized in
the video announcing Par-
ton’s death, Parton paved
the way for people from all
walks of life, giving them
hope that “anything was pos-
sible.”

“She never saw a door she
couldn’t open,” Seaver said,
“and the doors she opened
made and changed history.”

She opened one such
door when she founded the
Imagination Library in 1995
through the Dollywood
Foundation. The Imagina-
tion Library, a program that
provides one free, age-appro-
priate book every month to
children from birth to age 5
through the mail, was started
in an effort to increase child-
hood literacy — something
that she saw her own family
members struggle with grow-
ing up in rural Appalachia.

“[My philanthropic com-
mitment] actually started
because my father could not
read and write, and I saw how
crippling that could be,” Par-
ton said during an acceptance
speech in 2022, when she
was awarded the Carnegie
Medal of Philanthropy. “My
dad was a very smart man.
And I often wondered what
he could have done had he
been able to read and write.
So that is the inspiration.”

This  philanthropy, of
course, did not and does not
extend to only Tennesseans
— but it reaches far closer to

home than a typical Alabam-
an might expect.

United Way of Etowah
County — a local branch
part of a global network of
community-based ~ United
Way organizations that raise
funds and coordinate support
for local health and human
services — celebrated 20
years of being partners with
the Imagination Library of
Alabama on Aug. 9, just over
two weeks before Parton’s
death.

One of the key visions
for United Way of Etowah
County is being able to see
“successful children moving
toward becoming productive
citizens,” as stated on their
website.

As Raevan Bagley, Stu-
dent Success Director of the
organization, explained to
Gadsden Messenger, by part-
nering with Parton’s Imagi-
nation Library, United Way
of Etowah County can take
some steps toward that goal.

“In 2025, 13,076 books
were mailed in Etowah
County,” Bagley stated.
“From January of this year
until present, there have been
8,945 books and counting
mailed out in Etowah Coun-

With 1,084 children cur-
rently enrolled in and 7,314
children having graduated
from the Imagination Library
program through United Way
in Etowah County alone, the
impact Parton has had on
childhood literacy has been
— to say the least — expo-
nential.

And even death does not
seem to hinder her influence
on childhood literacy.

As Bagley further noted,
there had been a flood of
people in Etowah County
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enrolling their children in the
Imagination Library since
Parton’s passing.

“There’s been a massive
influx for every county since
then,” she emphasized.

But Bagley had her own
personal story behind her
fondness for the program:
“My daughter is 10, and
that’s how I started her li-
brary at home — through the
Imagination Library!”

She was able to list off ma-
ny things that she liked about
the Imagination Library us-
ing her own experience and
laughed as she explained that
children in the program are
partially happy about getting
their own mail. She likes that,
too, of course — but really, it
is more about the books and
the fact that they are expect-
ing them.

“That’s my favorite part;
they’re excited about the
books!”

Bagley stated that if fam-
ilies want to enroll their
children in the Imagination
Library program, simply
call United Way of Etowah
County at (256) 547-2581
or email her at successby6(@
uwoec.org. The same process
works to sponsor a child for
$31 a year or donate to the
program: just call or email
United Way of Etowah

County and ask for Raevan
Bagley.

“Every year we host our
annual fundraiser, Girlfriend
Gala: A Girl’s Night Out for
Children’s Literacy, which
funds the Imagination Li-
brary in Etowah and Blount
County,” Bagley also added.
“This is the only tablescapes
event in the county, and it’s
getting bigger every year.”
Coincidentally, she stated,
Girlfriend Gala was Dol-
ly-themed for one event just
a few years ago.

Next year’s Girlfriend
Gala is scheduled for March
12,2027. Bagley encouraged
everyone to visit the United
Way Success by 6 Facebook
page to find out more about
the event; if they wish to do-

nate to, sponsor, or partici-

pate in Girlfriend Gala, they
can reach out through the
previously mentioned chan-
nels to do so.

Although Dolly Parton
has now departed this world,
she has left behind a gift
worth resting on a bed of cot-
ton over — the bolstering of
childhood literacy, and thus
the success of children who
will be born years from now,
children who will never meet
her but will always hear of
what she did for them.
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Wilson

man.

“Your chair may be emp-
ty, but your impact, your
laughter, your service and
your legacy will remain.”

Gadsden’s mayor, Craig
Ford, was devastated by
the turn of events as well
and released a public state-
ment addressing Wilson’s
passing.

“Jason was a dedicat-
ed servant of the people
whose big ideas created
possibilities for the city
he loved so much,” Ford
said. “He brought out the
best in everyone around
him through his passion,
love, and commitment to
his community, family and
work.”

Mayor Ford continued
on to state that Jason was
one of his greatest friends,
who possessed a passion-
ate heart for public service
that will continue to inspire
him. He also added that it
was a privilege to serve the
city of Gadsden and work
alongside Wilson.

The team behind Back
Forty Beer Company, the
brewery that Wilson had
conceptualized and found-
ed in 2008 and 2009, al-
so had a lot of positive
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things to say about “the
man whose vision started it
all” and made their dreams
possible.

“If you knew Jason, you
knew his legacy was about
much more than beer,”
a press release from the
brewery read. “He believed
in Gadsden. He invested in
this city when others might
have looked elsewhere. He
helped breathe new life
into a forgotten corner of
downtown, created oppor-
tunities for others, gave
back to his community and
eventually answered an-
other call to serve through
public office. Most impor-
tantly, behind everything
he accomplished was a
man who loved his family,
his friends and the place he
called home.”

Each public announce-
ment about Wilson’s pass-
ing drew dozens of com-
ments from community
members praying for the
late councilman and wish-
ing the best for his family,
sparking many sentimental
posts where Gadsden’s res-
idents reminisced on the
things Wilson had done for
them and the city through-
out his time on Earth.

In an exclusive inter-
view, Mayor Ford also
recalled fond stories of
Wilson to Messenger re-
porters, including one
about Wilson’s love for
hats.

“One day, [Wilson]
came in and told me that I
would look better in hats.
My saying is ‘always on
gas and no brakes,”” the
mayor said. “Well, some-
how or another, he found
me a hat that said ‘all gas
and no brakes’ on it!”

Mayor Ford was not the
only person to remember
Wilson’s love for hats so
dearly, however.

To honor the late coun-
cilman and avid hat wear-
er, city employees were
asked to wear their favor-
ite hat in recognition of
Monday, Aug. 24, as Jason
Wilson Hat Day — some-
thing they were more than
happy to participate in.
A social media post from
the City of Gadsden on the
event further promised that
the city “will continue to
honor the positive impact
Jason had in and beyond
Gadsden.”

In order to best illustrate
Wilson’s impact on Gads-
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den and its people, Gads-
den’s Messenger has put
together a short statement
on the councilman, which
reads as follows:

“Wilson was a “fifth-gen-
eration Alabamian and na-
tive of Gadsden” whose
passion for the city extend-
ed into every aspect of his
life. As a councilman, he
strived to make life better
for all his constituents. As
a businessman, he helped
create jobs and revitalize
an industry that had fallen
to the wayside. And most
importantly, as a friend, a
husband, and a beloved hat
wearer, he made people
feel important — because
he knew that life was only
as good as the people you
cared about.”

Jason Wilson’s obituary
can be found on Searcy Fu-
neral Home’s website. His
Celebration of Life will
be held on Saturday, Aug.
29, from 1 to 3 p.m. at 210
at the Tracks in Gadsden.
Following the ceremony,
a traditional New Orleans
Second Line will lead Ja-
son’s family, friends and
community through the
hometown he loved to
Back Forty Beer Company.

Gadsden, Rainbow City, Southside to receive
combined $160,000 in ADEM recycling grant

On Monday, Aug. 24,
the Alabama Depart-
ment of Environmental
Management (ADEM)
announced that it would
be awarding nearly $2.5
million in grants from
the Alabama Recycling
Fund (ARF) to 20 cities,
counties, solid waste au-
thorities and other groups
across the state to boost
recycling efforts.

“ADEM is proud to an-
nounce the recipients of
recycling grants for next
year,” ADEM Director
Edward Poolos said in a
press release. “They range
from small cities, such as
Moundyville, to one of the
largest cities, Birming-
ham, as well large county-
wide operations such as
the Solid Waste Dispos-

al Authority of Baldwin
County.

In 2008, Alabama leg-
islation passed the Solid
Waste and Recyclable
Materials  Management
Act (SWRMMA), which
imposed a fee of $1 per
ton, or $0.25 per cubic
yard, for all solid waste
disposal from landfills
statewide.

“What they have in
common is they are taking
materials that would oth-
erwise go in landfills, or
littered along roads, city
streets and even our wa-
terways, and making those
materials available for
productive reuse,” Poolos
said in the press release.
“That is preserving our
land and water and pro-
tecting our environment.”

The act also set a solid
waste reduction goal of
25%.

Of the $2,497,602
awarded, Gadsden will re-
ceive, $45,000, Southside
will receive $38,950 and
Rainbow City will receive
$117,740.

In the 18 year of the
recycling grant program,
ADEM has awarded 339
grants totaling more than
$39 million to bolster
recycling efforts in Ala-
bama.

“These grants are abso-
lutely essential, especially
for smaller communities
that don’t have large bud-
gets,” Poolos said in the
release. “It would be easy
for them to skip recycling
and just dispose of all the
garbage they collect in

landfills, which wastes
resources. This program
incentives them to take
that extra step toward the
reuse.”

The Alabama Recycling
Coalition was one of the
recipients of the 2027 re-
cycling grants and will
receive $102,500 to assist
its work in promoting re-
cycling.

“Working with and as-
sisting the coalition, as
well as working with indi-
vidual cities, counties and
waste management au-
thorities, is how we build
and sustain recycling
programs throughout the
state,” Poolos said.

For more information
see ALRecycles.org.

Anonymous sponsor designs and
donates a new sign for Glencoe Library

In mid-August, Glen-
coe Public Library shared
some exciting news with
its patrons: an anonymous
sponsor had designed and
donated a new sign for the
building to the city, giving
the library a fresh, mod-
ern, and—most important-
ly—recognizable look.

The sign, which features
the library’s name in ele-
gant gold text, framed by
equally lustrous corners
and contrasted against a
stark black background,
was installed on the east
side of the building by the
city in an effort to make
the library easy to identi-
fy from all directions. The
public library’s employ-
ees were ecstatic about
the change—and the help
needed to make it hap-
pen: “Now, people coming
from the post office side
of Main Street will recog-
nize us! Our library is so
blessed to have such gen-
erous support from our pa-
trons and from our city!”

Established in April
2011, Glencoe Public Li-
brary has proven to be “a
very positive asset” for
the city, receiving many
praises and well-wishes
from its patrons since its
opening, as noted in the
library’s press release.

The press release al-

so addressed the library
workers’ gratitude to-
wards numerous commu-
nity members, stating,
“We could never have
opened without our won-
derful volunteers who
continue to offer their
time and support to us.
Thanks to our founder, a
teenage girl, who got us
started; the City of Glen-
coe for their continued
support; a faithful Board
of Directors; and our on-
ly employee, Dale Henry,
who makes every visitor
and every regular feel so
special.”

The press release also
thanked another anony-
mous donor who made a
monetary contribution of
$100 for a local cat, one
that had been spending
its days near the library
and making a home in the
hearts of its patrons, to be
spayed.

“She has now had all of
her shots and been fixed
so as not to add to the pop-
ulation of stray cats,” the
press release reassured.

Finally, the press re-
lease thanked both donors
once again, illustrating
just how thankful Glencoe
Public Library’s staff is to
the public and its generous
patrons.
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One year of leadership: President Alan Smith reflects
on a transformative first year at Gadsden State

As Alan Smith comes to the
end of his first year as presi-
dent of Gadsden State Com-
munity College, he says his
leadership has been defined
by three priorities: people,
partnerships and progress.
Those priorities have shaped
a year of expanding opportu-
nities for students, strength-
ening relationships across
northeast Alabama and
advancing initiatives that
reinforce  Gadsden State’s
identity as “A College for the
Community.” At the center
of it all has been a simple
mission: “Help people.”
“Everything we do comes
back to helping people,”
Smith said in a press re-
lease. “Whether it’s helping
a student earn a degree, pre-
paring someone for a new
career, supporting our local
workforce or strengthen-
ing our communities, that’s
why Gadsden State exists.
If we’re focused on helping
people, everything else falls
into place.”

Throughout his first year,
that philosophy has guid-
ed decisions both large and
small, from expanding ac-
cess to higher education and
strengthening communica-
tion across the college to
building new partnerships
and investing in programs
that create opportunities for
students and the communi-
ties Gadsden State serves.
People

People have remained at the
heart of Smith’s first year as
president.

One of the college’s most
significant accomplishments
was the launch of Cardinal
Promise, an initiative de-
signed to remove financial
barriers for qualifying stu-
dents by covering tuition and
required fees after eligible
financial aid is applied. The
program reflects Gadsden
State’s commitment to mak-
ing higher education more
accessible and ensuring
more students have the op-
portunity to pursue a college
education.

The college also placed an
emphasis on strengthening
communication with em-
ployees and the community.
Projects such as the Monday
Mission newsletter have cre-
ated new ways to keep fac-
ulty and staff informed and
connected, while additional
outreach efforts, including
a quarterly newsletter and a
college podcast currently in
development, aim to further
engage students, alumni and

community members.
“Education changes lives,
but it’s the people who
make that transformation
possible,” Smith said. “Our
students inspire us every
day, and our faculty and
staff are committed to help-
ing each student reach their
full potential. That’s what
makes Gadsden State such
a special place.”

Throughout the year,
Gadsden State celebrat-
ed the achievements of
its students, faculty, and
staff, recognizing academ-
ic excellence, workforce
accomplishments, athlet-
ic success and employee
contributions. Community
College Month, for exam-
ple, showcased the many
ways the college changes
lives across northeast Ala-
bama.

“Growth and national
recognition are outstand-
ing accomplishments for
Gadsden State,” said Tru-
dy Guffey, Psychology and
Sociology Instructor. “How-
ever, it is President Smith’s
character that is of great val-
ue to our college and com-
munity. President Smith is
approachable and visible in
that he has met with all staff
on all campuses and our local
schools to listen and share
his vision. He is driven and
has an excitement for Gads-
den State that encourages us
do the same. President Smith
has respect for the communi-
ty we serve and challenges
us all here at Gadsden State
Community College to em-
body our mission to go out
and ‘help people.””
Partnerships

Building meaningful part-
nerships has been another
defining focus throughout
Smith’s first year.

The college strengthened re-
lationships with local school
systems by meeting with
high school principals and
guidance counselors across
its service area to better con-
nect students with education-
al opportunities. Gadsden
State also expanded transfer
opportunities through new
agreements with Jackson-
ville State University and
Talladega College, creating
additional pathways for stu-
dents to continue their edu-
cation after graduation. The
college is currently develop-
ing partnership agreements
with Drake State Communi-
ty and Technical College and
Auburn University.

“Throughout his career,

President Smith has always
been forward-thinking and
on the cutting edge of work-
force development,” said
Douglas Brasier, Dean of
Workforce at Drake State
Community and Technical
College. “When I moved
into my role at Drake State,
President Smith immediately
reached out to explore ways
our institutions could work
together. That collaboration
is already leading to new
opportunities, including an
entrepreneurship course that
will give students practical
experience in developing a
business plan, establishing
an LLC and using social
media to grow a business.
We’re also continuing to ex-
plore new partnerships that
build on the shared HBCU
heritage of Gadsden State
and Drake State while cre-
ating more opportunities for
students and communities
across north Alabama.”

Beyond higher education,
the college continued collab-
orating with business and in-
dustry leaders, chambers of
commerce, economic devel-
opment organizations, and
workforce partners to align
academic programs with
regional workforce needs.
Partnerships with the City
of Gadsden also continued
to grow, including a collab-
orative effort to develop the
new Athletic Complex and,
most recently, a new tennis
complex that will serve both
Gadsden State student-ath-
letes and the community,
reflecting the college’s com-

mitment to shared invest-
ments that benefit the region.
“President Alan  Smith
demonstrates a strong and
genuine commitment to
the students and families of
Gadsden City Schools,” said
Keith Blackwell, Superin-
tendent for Gadsden City
Schools. “His willingness
to partner with our schools
and invest in opportunities
for our students reflects his
belief in the importance of
education and the future of
our community. Through his
leadership, President Smith
has opened pathways for our
current students to explore
higher education, develop
career opportunities, and
envision a successful future
right here in our community.
We are grateful for his com-
mitment to helping our stu-
dents succeed.”

“No college succeeds on its
own,” Smith said. “Our part-
nerships make us stronger
and allow us to better serve
our students and our com-
munities. When education,
business, industry and com-
munity leaders work togeth-
er, everyone benefits.”
Progress

The college’s focus on peo-
ple and partnerships has
fueled meaningful progress
across every area of the in-
stitution.

During the past year, Gads-
den State celebrated the
opening of its new Surgical
Technology facility at the
Ayers Campus in Anniston
in Calhoun County, provid-
ing students with a state-of-

the-art healthcare training
environment while helping
meet regional workforce
needs. Renovations to Wal-
lace Hall created updated
learning and performance
spaces, while the college
expanded academic oppor-
tunities through continued
growth in programs such as
Esthetics and strengthened
planning for future nursing
and STEM initiatives.
Enrollment also reflected
the college’s continued mo-
mentum. Cherokee Campus
welcomed the largest nurs-
ing class in its history, Adult
Education reached record
enrollment with more than
2,300 students served, and
Gadsden State celebrated
one of its strongest fall en-
rollments in recent years
with more than 5,500 stu-
dents.

“President Smith is a cham-
pion of workforce develop-
ment for our entire region,”
said Coleman Lett, Calhoun
County Schools Career and
Technical Education Coordi-
nator. “During his first year
in this position, he wasted
no time being boots on the
ground and creating oppor-
tunities. We are thankful
for the strategic partnership
between Gadsden State and
the Calhoun County Career
Academy, which provides
countless opportunities for
our students.”

The college also conclud-
ed its yearlong Celebrate
Gadsden State campaign
commemorating its 100th
anniversary and introduced

its institutional message, “A
College for the Communi-
ty,” reaffirming its commit-
ment to serving students
while supporting economic
growth throughout northeast
Alabama.

“Progress isn’t just measured
by new buildings and capital
projects,” Smith said. “It’s
measured by the opportuni-
ties we create and the lives
we impact. Every improve-
ment we make is about en-
suring Gadsden State contin-
ues to meet the needs of our
communities today while
preparing for tomorrow.”
Looking Ahead

As he begins his second year
as president, Smith remains
focused on building upon
the momentum of the past
year by expanding access,
strengthening  partnerships
and creating new opportuni-
ties for students.

“The accomplishments of
this past year belong to our
students, faculty, staff, alum-
ni and community partners,”
Smith said. “I’'m grateful for
everything we’ve accom-
plished together, but we’re
just getting started. There
is tremendous opportunity
ahead, and I believe the best
days for Gadsden State are
still to come.”

As Gadsden State enters its
next chapter, Smith says the
college will continue to be
guided by the same three
priorities that shaped his first
year — people, partnerships,
progress — and by the sim-
ple mission that ties them all
together — helping people.

Gadsden State holds pinning ceremony for registered nursing graduates

On Aug. 6, the Gadsden State Community College
Health Sciences Division recognized students earning
their associate degree in Registered Nursing at a pin-
ning ceremony held at Wallace Hall on the Wallace Drive

Campus.

Students receiving their pins included:

Gadsden — Montana Johnson

Glencoe — Rosalind King and Steven Teague
Rainbow City — Britnee Crozier and Taylor Hood
Southside — Brittany Lettau and Ethan Pugh

Students presented with awards for achievement during
the ceremony included Cheyenne Carroll, recipient of the
highly coveted Florence Nightingale Award, which rec-
ognizes those who are the most committed to caring and

compassionate nursing care.

The Excellence in Academic Achievement Award was
presented to Emily Lujano, who had the highest grade

point average in the class.

Students awarded the Academic Achievement Award
for having at least a 3.0 GPA were Mallory Allen, Makin-
ley Alexander, Jennifer Arroyo, Leigh Ann Carter, Wen-

di Ford, Allie Harden, Taylor Hood, Kalie Martin, Carlie
Mayben, Tiffany Moore, Robin Patterson, Joshua Pugh,
Marilyn Rivera De Leon, and Cindy Wallace.

One student was recognized for completing the Reg-
istered Nurse Apprenticeship Program, which provides
nursing students with the ability to earn while participat-
ing in on-the-job learning as a student nurse apprentice
at a registered apprenticeship employer. The graduating
participant recognized was Montana Johnson.

All'’American Building Sales

Rent to Own. No Credit Check.
Call Byron for details

256-442-1891

701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906
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The two incumbents were reelected to the
Gadsden City School Board on Tuesday

Adrienne Reed (below left) was reelected to represent District 1. She ~ Mike Haney (below right) was reelected to represent District 4. He re-
rec3eiv?e):§l (;59 votes, or 68.67%, while Cynthia Toles received 255 votes, gil\gez((i)/7l9 votes, or 65.48%, while Tiffany Ballou received 379 votes, or
or . 0. . 0.

Reed is a Gadsden native who graduated from Litchfield High School = Haney is a lifelong Gadsden resident. He I%raduated from the University

and Talladega College. She believes in the power of public education and of Alabama in 1965 and received his Juris Doctor degree in 1975. Haney,
that the community has a duty to prepare and inspire students to become who has served on the school board since 1989, has a law practice in Gads-
their best selves, according to the school board website. den, according to the school board website.
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Gadsden City Council election results

in Tuesday’s election.
According to unofficial results, Latham received 271 votes, or 33.46%, while Kyle received 259 votes, or 31.98%, a difference of just 12 votes.
?randond‘fgowtle” Hall finished close behind Kyle with 254 votes, while Russell Johnson received 26 votes. A total of 810 votes were cast in the
our-candidate race.

Latham and Kyle will face each other in a nonpartisan runoff election on Sept. 22. The city’s municipal election results are scheduled to be certified
Sept. 1.

District 1 is headed to a runoff between incumbent Tonya Lynn Latham and LaMont Kyle after neither candidate received a majority of the vote

District 3 residents
elected incumbent
Larry J. Avery Jr. (left)
over newcomer Dene-
cia Getaw, with Avery
receiving 375 votes,
or 63.30%, and Getaw
receiving 218 votes,
or 36.7%, according to
unofficial results from
Tuesday’s election.

District 5  elect-
ed newcomer Linda
Aaron, (right) over
the late incumbent
Jason Wilson, whose
wife Jessica Wilson
would have served in
his place if he were to
win. Aaron receiving
385 votes, or 56.12%,
and Wilson receiving
301 votes, or 43.88%,
according to Tues-
day’s unofficial re-
sults.

District 6  elect-
ed newcomer Renay
Stokes Reeves (right)
over incumbent Dixie
Minatra in a race that
broke down to roughly
a 60-40 split. Reeves
received 246 votes, or
60.44%, while Mina-
tra received 161 votes,
or 39.56%, according
to unofficial results
from Tuesday’s elec-
tion.

District 7 elected
incumbent Chris Rob-
inson (left) over new-
comer Sing Horn, with
Robinson  receiving
742 votes, or 74.05%,
to Horn’s 260 votes,
or 25.95%. A total of
1,002 votes were cast
in the race, the high-
est turnout of any
Gadsden City Council
district, according to
the unofficial results
Tuesday night.

THANK YOU, GADSDEN THANXK YOU

Grateful for your vote. FOR YOUR VOTE AND SUPPORT

Grafeful for your trsut. D 1 Xl e
. MINATRA
Our staff of therapists is equipped to

serve individuals, couples and STl G

families in all stages of life.
We have offices in Gadsden and
Jacksonville to serve you.

Call to set up your appointment.

256-282-3885

410 Southside Ave.,

Gadeen7 AL 35901 Paid for by Dixie Minatra for City Council ~ P.O. Box 4402 ~ Alabama City, AL. 35904
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ALENDAR

Recurring Events

Gadsden Farmers Market

* Where: Mort Glosser Amphitheater | 90 Walnut
Street, Gadsden
e When: Friday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Glencoe Farmers Market

* Where: Glencoe Police Department | 201
Chastain Boulevard West, Glencoe

* When: Thursdays through September from 7
am. to 1 p.m.

Hokes Bluff Farmers Market

* Where: Hokes Bluff City Hall| 3301 Alford
Bend Road, Hokes Bluff
* When: Monday from 7 to 11 a.m.

Attalla Farmers Market

* Where: 3rd Street Northwest & 5th Ave.
Northwest, Attalla

* When: Thursday through Aug. 13 from 7 to 11
a.m.

Rainbow City Community
Market

* Where: Rainbow City Hall | 3700 Rainbow
Drive, Gadsden

* When: Monday and Wednesday from 7 a.m. to
12 p.m.

Useless Trivia at Back Forty

* Where: Back Forty | 200 North 6th Street,
Gadsden
e When: Thursday at 7 p.m.

Bingo Night at Pique Nique

e Where: 1 River Road, Gadsden
e When: Friday at 7 p.m.

Bingo Night AJs
Neighborhood Bar and Grill

* Where: 1582 Highway 77, Southside
* When: Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Open Mic Night at Blackstone
Pub

e Where: 525 Broad Street, Gadsden
* When: Wednesday 7 to 10 p.m.

Monthly

Music Trivia Night at Baja
Rainbow City

Name that Tune Trivia hosted by Jason Bozeman
* Where: Baja California Grill, 110 Sutton
Bridge Rd, Rainbow City

st September First Friday Sept. Black Jacket
4 17 Symphony-Pink Floyd
* Where: Downtown Gadsden » Where: Mort Glosser Amphitheater,
* When: 5 to 8 p.m. | 90 Walnut Street, Gadsden
* When: 7 to 10 p.m.
sept.  Them Dirty Roses at The | Sert Alabama Wine
10 Amp 18 Festival
* Mort Glosser Amphitheater | 90 Walnut * Where: Noccalula Falls Park | 1500
Street, Gadsden Noccalula Road, Gadsden
¢ When: 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. * When: 5 t09 p.m.
Sept. Downtown Attalla Fall Sept. The Raid on Little
11 Open House 18 General’s Farm Civil War
e Where: Downtown Attalla | 5th Ave Reenactment
NW & 4th St NW, Attalla * Where: 5535 Old Gallant Road
e When: 10 am. to 5 p.m. ¢ When:9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sept 31 S .
Pathos and Pigment o Gadsden Hamfest 2026
12 Workshop 18
* Where: The Venue at Coosa
¢ Where: The Coffee Bar | 232 Broad Landing | 201 George Wallace Drive,
Street, Gadsden Gadsden
e When: 12to 2 p.m. * When:8 am. to 1 p.m.
Sept.  Scary Stories and Snacks | Sept Gourd and Glaze
13 19 Workshop
’ ‘CY[?TZ; ll;aga?ggv Ogvlgrli{;crﬁglgn ¢ Where: The Coffee Bar, 532 Broad
. Wh.en' 3t05 p.m ’ Street, Gadsden,
’ p-m- e When:12 to 2 p.m.
Sept. A Taste of Northeast sept.  Sweet Southern Sass 2026
15 Alabama 20 Pageant
* Wher'e: The Venue at Coosa . e Where: The Venue at Coosa Landing
Landing | 201 George Wallace Drive, 1201 George Wallace Drive,
Gadsden Gadsden
* When:5to7 p.m. e When:10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
sept.  Advancing Women to the | Sert Sweeney Todd Hosted by
17 Top Conference 25 Theatre of Gadsden
e Where: 201 George Wallace Drive, e Where: Wallace Hall | 1001 George
Gadsden Wallace Drive, Gadsden
* When: 9 a.m. to 3:30p.m. * When:2:30 to 4 p.m.
Sept. Little Black Dress sepr.  Hokes Bluff City Fest and
17 Affair 2026 26 Cruise-In Car Show
¢ Where: 3301 Alford Bend Road,
. Where: Gad§den Country Club | 1884 Hokes Bluff
Rainbow Drive, Gadsden « When:9 am. to 10 p.m
e When: 5:30 to 8 p.m.
sept.  62nd Annual Midsouth
Sept.
17 Gadsden Symphony 26 Marching Band Festival
Orchestra Concert

e Where: 501 Broad St, Gadsden
* When: 6 to 7 p.m.

e Where:Titan Stadium | 1917 Black
Creek Parkway, Gadsden
e When: 11:30 a.m, to 5 p.m.

Taste of the Town Food Truck
Festival

* Where: Southside City Hall | 2255 Alabama 77,
Southside
* When: Second Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.

Third Thirsty Thursday at the
Stone Market

e Where: 120 Chestnut Street, Gadsden
e When: Third Thursday of the month from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m.

Dukes, Boots, And
Swimsuits

* Where: Etowah County Fair
Grounds | 31 Griffin Street
Southeast, Attalla

* When: 2 p.m.to 10 p.m.

Aug.

29

Aug. Mall Coin & Collectable
31 Show

e Where: Gadsden Mall | 1001
Rainbow Drive, Gadsden
* When: 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Etowah County Fair

e Where: Etowah County Fair
Grounds | 31 Griffin Street SE,
Attalla

* When: 5 p.m.

Sept.

1-6

sept.  Greater Gadsden Greeters

3 * Where: Southside Community
Center | 2142 AL Highway 77,
Southside
e When: 11:45 a.m.

08-28-26 page CCal.indd 1

8/27/26 1:12PM
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LIFESTYLE

Twenty-six stories and still more to tell

A year ago, when I wrote the first article
for this column, I wasn’t quite sure where
the journey would take us. Twenty-five lat-
er, I’ve discovered there is never a shortage
of stories to tell from your public library.

With this, my 26th for The Messenger,
we have officially reached our one-year
anniversary.

Every other week for the past year, [ have
had the privilege of sharing a small piece
of life from the Gadsden Public Library.
Sometimes the stories have been about
programs and special events. Other times,
they have taken readers behind the scenes
to explain how a library works, what hap-
pens to donated books, how a book makes
its way onto a shelf, or why some of the
things we do may be very different from
what people imagine when they hear the
word “library.”

And that may be the biggest lesson from
this first year.

A public library is about books, of
course. Books remain at the very heart of
who we are and what we do. But a modern
public library is also about people.

It is about the child attending a library
program and discovering something new
for the very first time. It is about the teen-

ager who finds a place where he or she
feels comfortable and welcome. It is about
the adult learning a new skill, using a com-
puter to complete an application, research-
ing family history, or simply finding a qui-
et place to spend part of the day.

It is about families filling the building for
special events, students coming through
our doors after school, patrons asking
questions at the front desk, and community
members who may come to us not looking
for a book at all, but looking for help.

Over the past year, this column has giv-
en me an opportunity to tell some of those
stories.

We have talked about the programs that
bring hundreds of people into the library,
the partnerships that allow us to reach be-
yond our walls, the staff members who
make everything happen, and even some
of the less glamorous realities of library
life — including what sometimes arrives
in a box of donated books!

We have celebrated new opportunities,
looked behind the scenes, and hopefully
had a little fun along the way.

What I have enjoyed most, however, is
having the opportunity to remind our com-
munity that this is your library.

The Gadsden Public Library belongs to
the people we serve. Every program we
plan, every service we offer, every book
we purchase, and every new idea we con-
sider begins with a simple question: How
can we better serve our community?

That question has guided us for many
years, and it will continue to guide us as
the library changes and grows.

I'am also very grateful to The Messenger
for giving me this space every other week.
In a world where so much information
passes by us quickly, having the opportu-
nity to stop for a few minutes and tell the
story of a public library — and the people
who make it special — is something I do
not take for granted.

And I am especially grateful to those of
you who read these articles.

Many of you have stopped me around
town, mentioned something you read,
asked a follow-up question, or simply told
me that you enjoy learning a little more
about what happens at the library. Those
conversations mean more than you may
realize.

So, after 25 stories and one full year,
what comes next? Number 27, of course!

Because if this past year has taught me

Welcome
to the
Library

anything, it is that by the time another two
weeks roll around, there will almost cer-
tainly be another library story waiting to
be told.

And 1 look forward to sharing it with
you.

Gadsden Public Library: 254 South
College Street, downtown Gadsden (next
to the U.S. Post Office). Phone: 256-549-
4699

Genealogy Branch: 2700 West Meighan
Boulevard, Alabama City (next to the Ritz
Theater at the corner of West Meighan and
Wall Street). Phone: 256-549-4688

Craig Scott is the library director of the
Gadsden Public Library and a past pres-
ident of the Alabama Library Association
(ALLA). For more information visit www.
gadsdenlibrary.org.

Arravging
Pieces

This morning, I heard a blurb on the
radio about a researcher discovering two
poems by Virginia Woolf. This researcher
is not a Virgina Woolf specialist, but she
happened upon the poems while escaping
the Texas heat last August in the Universi-
ty of Texas archives. The poems are short
and witty (the researcher describes them as
“silly” in a fun way), and they were written
for her niece and nephew.

It was interesting to imagine Fun Aunt
Virginia as I listened, but otherwise, I was
not as surprised as the headlines seemed
to want listeners and readers to be. I real-
ly wanted to hear that an entire collection
of her poetry had been found. Ah, well. I
think most people who are familiar with
Woolf’s writing would not be shocked by
the discovery of a couple of hastily scrib-
bled poems enclosed in a letter. This is, af-

The freedom of another name

ter all, the woman who wrote that “poetry
is delicious; the best prose is that which is
most full of poetry.”

What 1 did spend time considering,
though, was why a writer who obviously
respected, enjoyed poetry, and wrote po-
etry would only indulge in it as a senti-
mental, playful aside. For that matter, why
have so many writers throughout literary
history, especially women, felt the need to
hide or downplay their poetry?

Virginia Woolf reflected that “Society in
those days was a very competent, perfectly
complacent, ruthless machine. A girl had
no chance against its fangs. No other de-
sires — say to paint, or to write — could be
taken seriously.” She focused on her prose,
writing novels and essays and became a
well-known writer — but not for poetry. It
was an indulgence.

Anne Bradstreet, the first woman rec-
ognized as an American poet, was writing
poetry in the 1600s. Her first volume was
published in England by her brother-in-law,
but she continued to downplay her writerly
ambitions, even including a self-effacing
poem that mocked her own work.

L.M. Montgomery wrote some work

under a pseudonym, as did the Bronte sis-
ters — but these examples make it seem as
if only writers form “back then” used pen
names.

Today, many famous writers have also
chosen authorial names to use when pub-
lishing work, and though it is easy to as-
sume it is to hide an identity, I think it is
often to create a different one. This allows
both the writer and the reader to explore
genres, topics, tones and even languages
that they otherwise might not feel comfort-
able exploring.

Some writers who have achieved enor-
mous success have even used pen names
to prove to themselves that the success is
not based solely on name. For example,
Stephen King wrote several books under
a pseudonym, as has J.K. Rowling, David
Cornwell, Elena Farrante, Erika Mitch-
ell, Patricia Highscith and more. Some
author’s names are so recognizable that
multiple writers continue writing under
the name even after the original author has
ceased publishing.

Hearing about Virginia Woolf’s discov-
ered poems made me think again about
what it was like when she was a woman

writing. She famously said that she be-
lieved that “Anonymous has been a wom-
an” for most of history. And, yes, I think
women have had to balance more than
their fair share of breaking into fields like
publishing and poetry, but I also think
there is more at play that simply obscur-
ing facts that might make publishing more
challenging.

I think having a pen name is much like
stepping into another character, or playing
dress-up. It allows freedom of movement
between genres and topics, for men and
women alike, and can be a way to present
creative work with a clean slate, free of
preconceived ideas or judgment from crit-
ics and fans alike.

I like to think about what names I would
write under if [ were to choose a pen name.
There are so many options, each with its
own hints at personality and character. As
Whitman said, “I am large, I contain mul-
titudes” — maybe I’ll choose several op-
tions.

Tabitha Bozeman is an instructor at GSCC.
Email her at tabithabozeman@gmail.com.

Self-worth: Where it actually comes from

We live in a world that gives us plenty of
opportunities to measure ourselves.

We measure our success by our careers,
our bank accounts, our homes and some-
times even the cars we drive. We compare
our appearance to other people, count likes
on social media and notice when someone
else seems to be doing better than we are.
It’s easy to begin believing that our worth
is determined by how successful, attrac-
tive, productive or well-liked we are.

The problem is that all of those things
can change.

Jobs can be lost. Relationships can end.
Children grow up and need us differently.
Our bodies age. Financial circumstances
change. Someone will always have more
followers, a nicer house or a more impres-
sive title.

If our sense of worth depends entirely on
those things, our self-esteem is constantly
at the mercy of circumstances.

So where does healthy self-worth actual-
ly come from?

It begins with recognizing the difference
between what we do and who we are.

You can fail at something without be-
ing a failure. You can make a poor deci-
sion without being a bad person. Someone

can reject you without that rejection prov-
ing you are unlovable. Those distinctions
sound simple, but they can be surprisingly
difficult to make.

Many of our beliefs about ourselves
begin early in life. Maybe you received
attention when you achieved something,
behaved well or took care of everyone
else. Perhaps criticism was more common
than encouragement. Over time, you may
have learned that being useful, successful
or pleasing to others was how you earned
acceptance.

Those messages can follow us into adult-
hood.

We may become people pleasers. We
may have difficulty saying no because dis-
appointing someone feels unbearable. We
may overwork, constantly seek reassur-
ance or become extremely critical of our-
selves when we make mistakes.

Building healthier self-worth often
means challenging those old beliefs.

One place to start is by paying attention
to how you speak to yourself. Many people
have an internal voice that says things they
would never say to someone they love.
When you make a mistake, do you think,
“I messed that up,” or does it quickly be-

come, “I can’t do anything right”?

There’s a big difference.

Healthy self-worth doesn’t mean be-
lieving you’re wonderful at everything.
It means being able to recognize both
strengths and weaknesses without turning
either into a judgment about your value as
a person.

It also means living according to your
values. Keeping your word, treating peo-
ple well, setting appropriate boundaries,
taking responsibility when you’re wrong
and making choices you respect can create
a much stronger foundation for self-worth
than approval from other people ever will.

And perhaps most importantly, self-
worth isn’t something you have to contin-
ually earn.

You don’t become more valuable when
someone chooses you, promotes you or
praises you. You don’t become less valu-
able because someone leaves, criticizes
you or fails to recognize what you bring to
the table.

Confidence may rise and fall. Success
will come and go. Other people’s opinions
will change.

Healthy self-worth is quieter and steadi-
er.

Mindful
Moment

Carrie Halladay

It is the understanding that you can still
be a worthwhile person on the days when
you aren’t accomplishing much, when you
make a mistake and even when someone
else doesn’t see your value.

Your worth was never supposed to de-
pend on your performance in the first place.

Carrie Halladay is a Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor and the owner of Halla-
day Counseling in Gadsden. She earned her
Master of Science in Counseling from Jack-
sonville State University in 2002. She has
extensive experience working in the areas of
violence against women, sexual assault crisis
response, and trauma related care. Carrie
specializes in helping individuals navigate
adversity and emotional challenges using
evidence based approaches, including Cog-
nitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) and Dia-
lectical Behavior Therapy (DBT).

Looking
at the
History

Danny Crownover

Back in June 1918, when World War
I was beginning to take a heavy toll of
American lives, there was an interesting
resurgence of religious activity here in
Gadsden as well as elsewhere in the nation.

Troubled souls resorted to prayer in the
belief that it would aid in bringing about
peace and would protect and preserve lives
of young boys on the firing line.

It was recalled that cottage prayer meet-
ings were organized in about 20 districts
that were scattered all over the city in order
to reach every community.

Some of the leading church women were
placed in charge as district captains. Some
of those captains were Mrs. Janie Jones,
Mrs. J.H. Holcomb, Mrs. Wm. Acker, Mrs.
J.B. Caldwell, Mrs. Sallie Hughes, Mrs.

Gadsden First Methodist is

Joseph Balfour, Mrs. Grace Aldredge, Mrs.
J.M. Brown, Mrs. C.A. Heath, Mrs. Fran-
ces Allen, Mrs. Lee Wood, Mrs. J.W. Tay-
lor, Mrs. Frank Pogue, Mrs. Bettie Green,
Mrs. A.B. Harris, Mrs. M. B. Horton, Mrs.
James L. Herring, Mrs, J.M. Elliott, Jr.,
Mrs. John Weller, Mrs. C.C. Isbell, Mrs.
W.A. Richie, Mrs. Roy Brown, Mrs. J.W.
Haynes, Mrs. Sam Richardson. Mrs. A.
Greet, Mrs. H.M. Johnson, Mrs. J.M. Cox,
and Mrs. W.T. Cox.

During that month there was much dis-
cussion of the report of the draft board that
240 boys had failed to report or to make
any sort of response to the call for military
service.

State, county and federal officers were
looking for them and they and their par-
ents and guardians, were warned that they
would be hunted down and punished un-
less they came in promptly and had a legal
excuse for not reporting.

One member of the local board told the
local newspaper that he favored asking the
army to send a company here to round up
the “slackers,” but nothing of that kind was
done, fortunately.

It was tried in another county without
any good coming of it. Not all of the boys
who failed to respond to the draft call were
slackers. Some of them could not read and
write and in some cases their parents were
equally illiterate.

Most of them did not understand a for-
eign war and some were just cowards. One
boy dug a hole in the ground under a brush
heap on his father’s farm, moved a bed into
it and hid out for weeks.

When caught he showed fight and his fa-
ther was arrested for harboring him.

A German in the western end of the
county was arrested by federal men for
canvassing his neighborhood in an effort to
induce the people not to buy war bonds. He
declared the Germans were in the right and
that the United States had entered upon a
war of aggression for spoils. He said that
he was merely repeating what some con-
gressmen and senators were saying.

Another German said that Germany
would conquer the United States, but that
they would be good to the people of this
country.

Some arrests were made and, in a few

180 years old

instances, the arrested parties were entirely
innocent and were the victims of a gross
injustice.

The barbers of Gadsden raised the price
of shaves from 15 cents to 20 cents and
soda fountains raised prices on ordinary
drinks from five to ten cents, with propor-
tionate raises on creams and sherberts.

At the same time the government issued
its famous “fight to work™ order, with the
result that many in the so-called soft jobs
hustled around for essential work.

More than 100 young men applied for
work with the Alabama Company which
operated two blast furnaces here. Many
others went to the steel plant and to other
factories.

The price of gas was hiked from $1.25
to $1.75 per 1,000 feet, the company ex-
plaining that it started operation in 1910
at a $1.75 per 1,000 feet, the company ex-
plaining that it started operation in 1910
at a $1.75 rate and then reduced the price
later to $1.25.

Contact The Vagabond at dkcrown@
bellsouth.net.
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Finish faithfully

Starting is exciting. Finishing is differ-
ent.

Think about how many times we have
started something with great intentions.
January comes, and suddenly we are ecat-
ing better, exercising more and drinking
water. We are committed. Then a few days
pass, life happens, we get tired, and that
commitment starts looking different.

Starting usually comes with excitement.
People encourage you. Everything feels
new. But somewhere between the start-
ing line and the finish line, life happens.
We get tired. We get disappointed. People
leave. Plans change. Prayers do not get
answered the way we expected.

Eventually, the question changes from,
“Can I start?” to “Can I stay faithful long
enough to finish?” The Apostle Paul knew
something about finishing. Near the end
of his life, after imprisonment, beatings,
opposition, disappointment and even
abandonment by people he trusted, Paul
wrote: “I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the
faith,” 2 Timothy 4:7.

Paul was not a young man standing at
the starting line shouting, “Let’s go!” This
was a seasoned believer standing near the
finish line telling Timothy, “It was worth
it.” And notice what Paul did not say. He
did not brag about how many churches
he planted. He did not mention how ma-

ny people heard him preach. He did not
talk about titles, recognition or accom-
plishments. At the end of his life, Paul
measured success differently. I fought. I
finished. I kept the faith.

What if we have been measuring suc-
cess the wrong way? What if heaven is
not nearly as impressed by what we ac-
complish as we are? What if God is more
concerned with whether we remain faith-
ful? Paul says his life was being “poured
out like a drink offering.” In other words,
he saw his entire life as something being
offered to God. The truth is, all of us are
pouring our lives into something. We pour
ourselves into careers, families, money,
success, relationships and pleasures.

The question is not whether you are
pouring out your life. The question is:
What are you pouring it into? A faithful
finish begins with a life poured into some-
thing worth living for. Then Paul says, “I
have fought the good fight.” Don’t miss
the word fought. Paul never pretended fol-
lowing Jesus was easy. Faithfulness does
not mean you never struggle. It does not
mean you never get tired. It does not mean
you never stumble. It does not even mean
you never feel like quitting.

Faithfulness means the struggle did not
make you quit. Being tired does not make
you unfaithful. Going through a difficult
season does not make you unfaithful.

Having questions does not make you un-
faithful. You may be exhausted. You may
have cried. You may have fallen down.
Get back up. Stay in the fight.

Then Paul says something else: “I have
finished the race.” He does not say, “I
won the race.” There is a difference. We
spend too much time comparing our race
to someone else’s. Their career seems fur-
ther along. Their family looks better. Their
ministry appears bigger. Their finances
seem stronger. But God never called you
to finish somebody else’s race.

Faithfulness is not beating somebody
else to the finish line. It is completing the
course God gave you. Run your race.

But Paul’s next statement may be the
most powerful: “I have kept the faith.”
After prison, I still believe. After the beat-
ings, I still believe. After people walked
away, | still believe. After prayers were
not answered the way I wanted, I still be-
lieve.

That is the goal. Not simply finishing
your career. Not simply raising your chil-
dren. Not simply completing your min-
istry or making it to retirement. The real
question is: When you get there, will you
still believe?

There is a tremendous difference be-
tween saying, “I’m finished,” and declar-
ing, “I finished.” One sounds defeated.
The other sounds faithful. Paul finished,
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and he still had his faith.

So, wherever you are in your race to-
day, keep going. When you are tired, keep
going. When you are disappointed, keep
going. When people celebrate you, keep
going. When nobody notices you, keep
going. When you do not understand what
God is doing, keep going. Don’t spend
your life trying to impress people with
how fast you ran, how much you accom-
plished or how many people knew your
name. Just make sure you finish. And
when you finally reach the end, may your
testimony be simple.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the
Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in Attalla,
Alabama, where his preaching is real, rel-
evant and rooted in the unchanging Word
of God. Beyond the pulpit, he serves as
CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters of North-
east Alabama, leading life-changing men-
toring initiatives that empower young
people across five counties.

Kairos over chaos

I got my hair done this week. It was
long past due. I needed one of those
complete overhauls that gave me plenty
of time to settle in and enjoy the warm
sun through the window and the happy
conversation around me.

The room was filled with friendly ban-
ter—friends catching up on their kids’
lives, someone asking a teacher for ad-
vice, and another offering to make a
Chick-fil-A run.

But one phrase seemed to be on repeat:
“We’re just too busy!”

A momma said it regarding her son’s
middle school schedule that keeps them
running between homework, church, and
extracurricular activities. A grandmother
mentioned it while trying to balance car-
ing for aging parents, working full-time,
and sprinkling in as much time with her
grandkids as humanly possible.

It’s a phrase that, sadly, has pervaded
our modern existence. Life seems to be
spinning at warp speed. Everywhere I
turn, there’s another story of how busy-
ness is quietly pulling us apart, draining
our energy, and leaving us perpetually
exhausted.

As a result, meaningful connections
are often replaced with hurried check-ins
and haphazard meetings. Worse yet, we
end up reacting—like passive passengers
trapped on a runaway train—rather than
conductors of the sacred lives we have
been entrusted with.

Some of us treat busyness like a vir-

RICK’S

Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW

Open:

Sat. 8 am. -2 p.m.

Mon. - Fri: 8 am. - 6 p.m.

256-538-5850

Atthe Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11
in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

tue—a status symbol we wear to prove
our worth. While others of us desperately
long to get off of the train.

I was talking with my daughter about
it. She is in the “jump off the train”
camp. As a Mom of 3 under 6, she made
the decision to stop extracurricular ac-
tivities for a season in an effort to slow
down a little. I applaud her efforts, but it
is only a fraction of the busyness of her
day-to-day life, and certainly won’t last
as her children continue to grow and de-
velop interests that will surely take them
in different directions.

What’s the answer then? The things
filling most of our schedules are good,

necessary — even noble—yet the current
pace of our lives is simply not sustain-
able.

Scripture offers us a profound shift in
perspective. In Ephesians 5:15-16, Paul
writes,

“See then that you walk circumspectly,
not as fools but as wise, redeeming the
time, because the days are evil” (ESV).

Circumspectly is not a word we use
tons in our modern lives, but it’s synon-
ymous with: carefully, attentively, faith-
fully. Certainly words we know. Words
that describe a life well-lived—not com-
pletely out of our realm of possibility as
people. But, then we get to the whole “re-
deeming the time” rhetoric. What does
that even mean?

According to dictionary.com, to re-
deem something means “to recover pos-

session or ownership of by payment of
a price.” And, with a quick look at the
commentary, you see that Paul chooses
the Greek work kairos for “time” instead
of chronos. So, in this passage, Paul is
referring to time as “opportune, divine
moments” rather than the relentless tick-
ing of the clock.

Obviously, we can’t recover moments
of time that have passed, so we focus
on what we can recover—opportune mo-
ments with The Divine.

In his article “Urgency and Gratitude,”
John Piper discusses the importance
of vigilance over empty busyness. The
world naturally distracts and squanders
our days, so to combat it, we have to shift
the way we approach the days. Piper says
we must move away from a frantic at-
tempt to control every hour and step into
a Spirit-led, intentional rhythm.

Our currency to “recover the posses-
sion” of “opportune” moments with The
Divine are intentional acts of wisdom
and praise to God.

Simply put, when it comes to the ma-
jority of the things that fill our days,
there’s not much flexibility. But what we
do have are opportunities to reclaim or-
dinary seconds and turn them into sacred
presence.

We do this by staying grounded in
God’s presence through reading His
Word, singing praises to Him, listing all
of the reasons we have to be grateful to
Him for this life that He has given us. All

W)emotr
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of these activities “pay” the price of ad-
mission for an audience with God—which
is kairos. He inhabits the praise of His
people, and His presence fills us with Joy
and Peace that strengthens and sustains
us—right in the middle of our busy lives.

Inviting God’s presence stops the anx-
iety of busyness in its tracks. Redeeming
the time doesn’t require a total life over-
haul-though it may mean setting a clear
boundary or offering a loving “no.” More
often, it starts in the quiet space of a sin-
gle moment. You can practice redeeming
kairos right where you are.

This week, when you feel the pull to
say, “I’'m so busy,” pause for a breath.
Recite a Psalm. Sing a hymn. Offer a
Hallelujah for (literally) anything and
everything. Then watch Him turn your
havoc into Holy ground.

Now! Go redeem some time! (And
maybe say, “No,” a time or two.)

Connect with Bost on social media
platforms by searching for “Sandra Mul-
lins Bost.”

256-438-8070

“The Lord is my Light and my Salvation;
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

- Psalm 27:1

HOME OWNED & OPERATED

THREE ETOWAH COUNTY LOCATIONS

East Gadsden
Meighan Blvd. &

Piedmont Cut-Off
256-492-2244

Attalla Gadsden
Corner of Hwy Corner of 6th
77 & Hwy 11 & Walnut St.

256-538-7412 256-547-2528

NEW LOCATION
IN SOUTHSIDE
COMING SOON!

MAIN OFFICE

256-543-9530
RAINBOW CITY

256-413-0900
888-311-3728

2 Locations to Serve You!

711 E. Meighan Blvd., Gadsden, AL 35903

3003 2nd Street, Rainbow City, 35901

www.familysavingscu.com
Federally Insured by NCUA

blackstonepubandeatery.com

BEANS & GREENS

Southern Buffet Cooking

Open at 11 a.m.
7 days a week!

Located at
525 Broad Street

Downtown Gadsden

Open Wednesday - Saturday

Closed Monday and Tuesday

256-492-3267

10294 Centre Rd. Gadsden, AL. 35903

10:30 AM - 8 PM
Open Sunday
10:30 AM - 3 PM
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Limit 1 transaction per item per ValuCard per day.
Discount taken as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS(}'%‘;
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W?te rmelon Bowls v Sausage Patties << Protein Chewy Bars
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LIMIT 4
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i
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Old El Paso
Taco Shells 2/$3
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€

Selected Varieties, Lily’s Toaster Grills (2 Ct.),
Food Club Jelly (18 Oz.), Mueller’s Protein Pasta
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Jif Peanut
Butter 99
15-16 Oz.

€

Selected Varieties, Totino’s Frozen
Pizza Rolls (50 Ct.) or

Lindt Classic 99
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O
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i
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gel $5 OFF ONE WING BUCKET! AUG. 28-
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transaction. Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.
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where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ¥z price if single
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and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 95 1 R b D G d d A L 3 5 9 0 1
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2026 K-VA-T Food a I n ow rlve a s e n 9
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Frozen

Edwards Pie
24-32 Oz.
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FINAL
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www.foodcity.com
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Westbrook sets strong tone in jamboree win over Hokes Bluff

By Alex Chaney
Sports Correspondent

On Thursday, Aug. 20, Hokes Bluff
and Westbrook participated in a football
jamboree, where their varsity teams
played in the first half and JV teams
played in the second half.

By the end of the first quarter, the
score was still 0-0, but Westbrook was
shaping up to be a threat to be reckoned
with.

By halftime, Westbrook held a 21-0
lead. Westbrook effectively dominated
the offensive and defensive lines, and
as a result, Hokes Bluff never got deep
into Westbrook territory.

During the JV portion in the second
half of the game, the teams started a
running clock, and both teams played
everyone. Both squads scored one
touchdown each, with Westbrook scor-
ing in the third quarter and Hokes Bluff
scoring in the fourth.

By the end of the jamboree, West-
brook held a 28-7 win over Hokes Bluff.

Jamboree scores can be a mixed
bag; coaches are trying different things
and not necessarily pulling out all the
stops to win. In this game, however, it

was clear that Westbrook dominated up
front, especially in the varsity portion,
potentially setting the tone for the rest
of the season.

Alex Chaney

Westbrook vs. Hokes Bluff on Aug. 20 at a football jamboree, in which they defeated Hokes Bluff with an ending score of 28-7.

Southside offense, defense shine in 30-7 win over Chelsea

By Alex Chaney
Sports Correspondent

On Friday, Aug. 21, Southside played against Chelsea at Southside
High, with Southside ultimately defeating Chelsea 30-7.

In the first quarter, Southside scored at the 9:25 mark with a long
touchdown pass to Southside’s #0, Deegan Garrett. Then, with 4:46
left on the clock, Southside scored again with a touchdown run by
Southside’s #21, Miles Rickles.

In the second quarter, Chelsea answered with a short touchdown
run with 7:00 remaining.

Then, with 5:08 on the clock, Southside scored again with yet an-
other touchdown pass to Deegan Garrett.

After a quick drive with mere seconds on the clock, Southside
scored again.

In the second half of the game, Southside scored on a safety, secur-
ing their win over Chelsea.

Southside rolls past Chelsea on Friday (above). Southside’s band performing at half time (right).

Alex Chaney

L ast Week’s Scores
High School Sports

Football

August 20

Westbrook Christian defeated Hokes Bluff 28-7 (Jamboree game)
August 21

Coosa Christian lost to Pierce County 0-55

Gadsden City lost to Oxford 28-56

Gaston defeated Spring Garden 36-12

Glencoe defeated Hayden 35-8

Sardis lost to Haralson County (GA) 14-41

Southside defeated Chelsea 30-7

West End lost to Cedar Bluff 15-20

This Week in Sports

High School Sports

Football

August 27
Southside at Hokes Bluff at 7 p.m
August 28
Coosa Christian at Alexandria High School at 7 p.m.
Gadsden City at Fort Payne at 7 p.m.
Gaston vs Cedar Bluff at 7 p.m.
Sardis at Guntersville at 7 p.m.
Westbrook Christian at Ashville at 7 p.m.

Girls Flag Football
September 1
Gadsden City vs Albertville 5 p.m.
September 3
Gadsden City vs Pell City at 5 p.m.

Southiside C team defeated Springyville’s Freshman and Sophomore team 20 to 0 on Saturday at the peewee football game in Springville.
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Cardinals set sights high for 2026 volleyball season

The Gadsden State vol-
leyball team is entering the
2026 season with a strong
group of returning players,
new talent and high ex-
pectations for conference
play.

Head Coach Connie
Clark, now in her second
year leading the Cardinals,
will return five sopho-mo-
res and welcome two soph-
omore transfers to a roster
that will look to compete
for an Alaama Community
College Conference cham-
pionship.

“We are very excited to
start the 2026 volleyball
season,” Clark said.

“We are entering our
second year of coaching
the Cardinals, and we are
optimistic about the up-
coming season. We are
expecting a lot of leader-
ship, energy and enthusi-

asm from our seven sopho-
mores.”

On the pins, Eryn Sprad-
ley and Lily Henry are
expected to provide con-
sistent  production and
leadership for the Cardi-
nals. Returning sophomore
Cassidy Hartsfield anchors
the middle and will be
joined by freshmen Ava
Vaughn of Springville and
Kylie Jeffers of Alexan-
dria, adding depth and size
at the net.

The back row features
returning sophomore Aiby
Wyatt. Freshmen Lilly
Breeding of East Lime-
stone, Emily King of
Southside and Chloe Hen-
derson of Jacksonville are
also expected to see play-
ing time and contribute de-
fensively.

On the right side, soph-
omores Cam Stone and

Kaden Pritchett return
after logging significant
playing time last season.
Freshman Vada Will-
more of Sardis adds ver-
satility and is expected
to contribute from both
pin positions.

Setting duties will be
shared by newcomers
Elaisa Vazquez of Pike
Road and Alanah Fitch
of Ohatchee. The pair
will be tasked with di-
recting an offense that
combines returning ex-
perience with a new
group of contributors.

Gadsden State opened
its home schedule Satur-
day, Aug. 22, with a tri-
match against Reid State
Community College and
Cleveland State Com-
munity College.

This Week in Sports

High School Sports

Volleyball

August 29

Southside vs Pleasant Valley

Westbrook Christian at Ashville

August 31

Southside at Crossville

Glencoe at White Plains

Etowah vs Douglas and JB Pennington at 4 p.m.
West End vs Southeastern/Oneonta at 4:30 p.m.
September 1

Southside vs Douglas and Hokes Bluff at 4 p.m.
Etowah at Glencoe

Westbrook Chrisitan at Donoho 1 at 5 p.m.
September 3

Southside vs Guntersville and St. Clair County at 4 p.m.
Etowah vs Hokes Bluff at 4:230 p.m.

Glencoe at Cherokee County and Sand Rock

West End at Boaz at 4:30 p.m.

Westbrook Chrisitan at Faith Chrisitan at 4:30 p.m.

Cross Country
August 29
Pleasant Valley Raider Run — Glencoe

Congratulations to Glencoe’s libero, a specialized back-row player who focuses entirely
on defense and ball control, Gracyn Bunt reached 1,000 career digs over the weekend.

Photo submitted.

College Sports

Volleyball
August 28
Gadsden State vs Coastal South at 3 p.m.
August 31

Gadsden State at Central Community at 3 p.m.

September 2

Gadsden State vs Wallace State at 5 p.m.

September 3

Gadsden State at Cleveland State/Georgia Highlands at 3 p.m.

August 28, 2026/B2
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Alex Chaney

Ashville hosted a volleyball tournament on Saturday,, inviting seven teams to participate. Ashville won the tournament only dropping one set . Hokes Bluff won three matchs and lost
two. The lady eagles defeated Winterboro (pictured above right), Coosa and Victory Christian, but were defeated by Glencoe and Ashville. Glencoe won four matches and lost one.
The lady yellow jacksts defeated Victory Christian, Coosa (pictured above left) , Appalachian, Winterboro and Hokes Bluff, only losing to Ashville.

Alex Chaney
Etowah High School hosted a tri-match on Monday with Hokes Bluff and Coosa. Hokes Bluff finished 2-0, Coosa finished 1-1 and Etowah finished 0-2.

Photo submitted

Etowah Middle School’s eight grade girls volleyball team defeated Coosa on Monday with a score of 25-7 and 25-9. McKenna Pate served 11 in a row, Bryleigh Burton served 10 in
arow and Emily Mendoza served five.

Teri Chupp|Messenger
Gadsden State was defeated by Snead State on Wednesday after playing five matches.
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Submit your photos for a chance to be featured in the Messenger.
Email them to sports@gadsdenmessenger.com

Teri Chupp|Messenger
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MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having being
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage dated June
9, 2021 executed by
Joshua Laughlin, an un-
married person, in favor
of Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems,
Inc., solely as a nomi-
nee for Village Capital
& Investment LLC, said
Mortgage being record-
ed July 15, 2021, in Inst.
# 3524242, in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama; having later
been assigned to Plan-
et Home Lending, LLC
by instrument recorded
in Inst. # 3584076, in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama. Said
default continues and
notice is hereby given
that the undersigned,
Planet Home Lending,
LLC, under and by vir-
tue of the power of sale
contained in said mort-
gage, will sell at public
outcry to the highest
bidder for cash or cer-
tified funds at the main
entrance to the County
Courthouse, Etowah
County, Alabama on
10/14/2026, during the
legal hours of sale, the
following described
real estate situated in
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:

Situated in the City of
Gadsden, County of
Etowah, State of Ala-
bama:

Lot number sixteen
(16); and a lot or parcel
of land described as be-
ginning at a point where
the northeast line of lot
number 17 intersects
the southeast line there-
of; thence in a north-
westerly direction and
along the northeast line
of said lot a distance
of 30 feet to a point;
thence in a southwest-
erly direction and par-
allel with the northwest
line of said lot number
17 a distance of 120
feet to a point; thence
in a southeasterly direc-
tion and parallel with the
southwest line of said
lot a distance of 5 feet
to a point; thence in a
southwesterly direction
and parallel with the
southeast line of said
lot a distance of 20 feet
to a point in the south-
west line of said lot
number 17; thence in a
southeasterly direction
and along the south-
west line of lot number
17 a distance of 25 feet
to the point of intersec-
tion of the southwest
line of said lot number
17 with the southeast
line thereof; thence in a
northeasterly direction
and along the south-
east line of said lot a
distance of 140 feet to
the point of beginning,
and embracing a por-
tion of lot number 17,
all in block number 44
in first addition Bellevue
Highlands, as surveyed
and platted by Totten
and Woodruff, civil engi-
neers, according to the
map or plat thereof re-
corded in plat book “B”
beginning at page 286,
in the office of the judge
of probate, and lying
and being in Gadsden,

Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

TAX ID NO:
1009323000027.000
(PARCEL ID NO.)
19506 (PPIN)

For informational pur-

poses only, the prop-
erty address is: 209
Harts Ave., Gadsden,
AL 35904. Any property
address provided is not
part of the legal descrip-
tion of the property sold
herein and in the event
of any discrepancy, the
legal description refer-
enced herein shall con-
trol.

THIS PROPERTY
WILL BE SOLD ON
AN “AS-IS, WHERE-
IS” BASIS, SUBJECT
TO ANY EASEMENTS,
ENCUMBRANCES,
AND EXCEPTIONS
REFLECTED IN THE
MORTGAGE AND
THOSE CONTAINED
IN THE RECORDS
OF THE OFFICE OF
THE JUDGE OF PRO-
BATE OF THE COUN-
TY WHERE THE
ABOVE-DESCRIBED
PROPERTY IS SITU-
ATED. THIS PROP-
ERTY WILL BE SOLD
WITHOUT WARRANTY
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESS OR IMPLIED
AS TO TITLE, USE

08-28-26 Legals~ copy.indd 3

AND/OR ENJOYMENT
AND WILL BE SOLD
SUBJECT TO THE
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES
ENTITLED THERETO.
Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.

Federal law requires
that certain residential
real estate transactions
purchased with all cash
or without institutional
lender financing, where
at least one buyer/
transferee is a legal en-
tity, LLC, Corporation,
Partnership, trust, trust-
ee or other non-natural
person, be reported to
the United States Trea-
sury Department’s Fi-
nancial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network (FinCen).

This sale is made for
the purpose of paying
the indebtedness se-
cured by mortgage as
well as the expenses of
foreclosure, including a
reasonable attorney’s
fees and other purpos-
es set out in said mort-
gage.

The successful bidder
may be required to pro-
vide identifying infor-
mation/documentation
successful bidders must
tender funds and a fully
completed FinCen form
before noon of the next
business day after the
sale or the property will
be reverted to the next
highest bid.

Planet Home Lending,
LLC

Paul K. Lavelle, Esq.
Attorney for Mortgagee
Spina, & Lavelle, P.C.
One Perimeter Park
South-Suite 400N
Birmingham, Alabama
35243

(205) 298-1800
39-FC-26-01309

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
Mortgage executed by
Vashti M. Lopez, single
woman, to Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. (‘MERS”),
(solely as nominee for
Lender, First Bank, and
Lender’s successors
and assigns), dated the
17th day of June, 2024,
which Mortgage was
recorded in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument
Number 3576181; said
Mortgage having been
transferred and as-
signed by Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. (‘MERS”),
(solely as nominee for
Lender, First Bank, and
Lender’s sSuccessors
and assigns) to Ala-
bama Housing Finance
Authority by virtue of
that certain Assignment
of Mortgage dated June
29, 2026, and recorded
in said Probate Office
in Miscellaneous Book
2026, at Page 3611573.
The undersigned Ala-
bama Housing Finance
Authority as Assignee
of said Mortgage will,
under and by virtue
of the power of sale
contained in said Mort-
gage, sell at auction to
the highest bidder for
cash before the main
entrance of the Etowah
County Courthouse in
the City of Gadsden, Al-
abama, during the legal
hours of sale on Sep-
tember 17, 2026, the
real property described
in said Mortgage, which
said description is here-
by referred to and made
a part hereof, said
property being situated
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:

Lot No. Twenty-Three
(23) in Block No. Nine-
teen (19) in Gadsden
Land and Improvement
Company’s Kyle Addi-
tion, according to the
map of plat thereof as
recorded in Plat Book
“‘A, Page 23, Probate
Office, Etowah County,
Alabama, and lying and
being in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama; subject to
any easements or re-
strictions or record.

Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.
This sale is made for
the purpose of realizing
the mortgage debt, to-
gether with all expens-
es of the sale, including
a reasonable attorney’s
fee.

CAPELL & HOWARD,
P.C.
Bowdy J. Brown, Esq.

150 South Perry Street
Montgomery, Alabama
36104

Our File No.: 37591-
3749

ATTORNEYS FOR
ASSIGNEE

ALABAMA HOUSING
FINANCE AUTHORITY
ASSIGNEE

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been
made of the terms of
the loan documents
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Steven Joseph Lobello,
Melinda Lobello, Con-
nie Marie White to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as
mortgagee, as nominee
for Rocket Mortgage,
LLC, its successors and
assigns dated March
9, 2023; said mort-
gage being recorded
on as Instrument No.
3554467 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama. Said Mortgage
was last sold, assigned
and transferred to
Rocket Mortgage, LLC
by assignment to be
recorded in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

The undersigned, Rock-
et Mortgage, LLC, un-
der and by virtue of the
power of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash before the main
entrance of the Court
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm),
on September 23, 2026
the following proper-
ty, situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
wit:

LOTS 4 AND 5 |IN
BLOCK 2 OF CEDAR
HILLS, ACCORDING
TO THE MAP OR PLAT
THEREOF RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK “G”,
PAGE 3, PROBATE OF-
FICE, ETOWAH COUN-
TY, ALABAMA.

Said property is com-
monly known as 884
Riverside Dr, Gadsden,
AL 35901.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal
description will control.

Said property will be
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem
taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable),
the right of redemption
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate
survey and inspection
of the property, any
assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants,
the statutory right of
redemption pursuant
to Alabama law, and
any matters of record
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set
out above. Said proper-
ty will be sold on an “as-
is” basis without any
representation, warran-
ty or recourse against
the above-named or
the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds

in the amount of the
winning bid at the time
and place of sale.

Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Finan-
cial Crimes Enforce-
ment  Network (Fin-
CEN) new Anti-Money
Laundering Rule (the
“Rule”), found at 89 FR
70258, went into effect.
The Rule applies to
certain residential real
estate sale transactions
(including  nonjudicial
foreclosures) where the
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which
includes cash purchas-
es, private financing or
financing provided by
an institution not sub-
ject to a federal An-
ti-Money Laundering
or Suspicion Activity
Report requirement. As
part of this Rule, pur-
chasers and sellers are
required to provide ad-
ditional information and
documentation  about
themselves, their legal
entities, and the source
of funds used in the re-
portable transaction, if
applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information
and documentation is
required to comply with
the Rule’s federal re-
porting requirements, if
applicable. This notice
is provided for infor-
mational purposes only
and does not constitute
legal advice. You are
encouraged to consult
with your own inde-
pendent legal counsel
if you have questions
about how the FinCEN
Anti-Money Laundering
Rule affects your trans-
action and whether your
transaction is report-
able.

* The Rule is the sub-
ject of ongoing litigation
in several jurisdictions.
We suggest that you

seek your own legal
counsel if you have
questions about the

status of the Rule and
its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be con-
ducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) to final
confirmation and au-
dit of the status of the
loan with the holder of
the Mortgage, and (3)
to confirmation that the
successful bidder has
timely provided all infor-
mation required for re-
porting under the Rule,
89 FR 70258, if appli-
cable.

ROCKET MORTGAGE,
LLC

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leib-
ert Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 26-08782AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

August 21, 28, and
September 4, 2026

" NOTICEOF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been
made of the terms of
the loan documents
secured by that certain
mortgage executed
by Patricia J Grang-
er, Henry S Granger
to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as
nominee for Homequest
Capital Funding, LLC
its successors and as-
signs dated September
30, 2005; said mort-
gage being recorded
on October 6, 2005 as
Instrument No. M-2005-
4286 in the Office of
the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama. Said Mortgage
was last sold, assigned
and transferred to BRA-

VO Residential Fund-
ing Trust 2020-RPL2
by assignment record-
ed as Instrument No.
3522459 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

The undersigned, BRA-
VO Residential Funding
Trust 2020-RPL2, un-
der and by virtue of the
power of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash before the main
entrance of the Court
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm),
on September 30, 2026
the following proper-
ty, situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
wit:

Lots Seven (7), Eight
(8), Nine (9) and Ten
(10), in Block One (1),
in Wiggmar Hills, as
shown by plat recorded
in Plat Book “F”, Page
141, in the Office of
the Judge of Probate
and lying and being in
Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 2706
Lookout Avenue, Gads-
den, AL 35904.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal
description will control.

Said property will be
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem
taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable),
the right of redemption
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate
survey and inspection
of the property, any
assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants,
the statutory right of
redemption pursuant
to Alabama law, and
any matters of record
including, but not limit-
ed to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set
out above. Said proper-
ty will be sold on an “as-
is” basis without any
representation, warran-
ty or recourse against
the above-named or
the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds
in the amount of the
winning bid at the time
and place of sale.

Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property
the right to redeem the
property under certain
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist
that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure
process. An attorney
should be consulted to
help you understand
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting  requirements
under the U.S. Finan-
cial Crimes Enforce-
ment  Network (Fin-
CEN) new Anti-Money
Laundering Rule (the
“Rule”), found at 89 FR
70258, went into effect.
The Rule applies to
certain residential real
estate sale transactions
(including  nonjudicial
foreclosures) where the
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which
includes cash purchas-
es, private financing or
financing provided by
an institution not sub-
ject to a federal An-
ti-Money  Laundering
or Suspicion Activity
Report requirement. As
part of this Rule, pur-
chasers and sellers are
required to provide ad-
ditional information and
documentation  about
themselves, their legal
entities, and the source
of funds used in the re-
portable transaction, if
applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information
and documentation is
required to comply with
the Rule’s federal re-
porting requirements, if
applicable. This notice
is provided for infor-
mational purposes only
and does not constitute

legal advice. You are
encouraged to consult
with  your own inde-
pendent legal counsel
if you have questions
about how the FinCEN
Anti-Money Laundering
Rule affects your trans-
action and whether your
transaction is report-
able.

* The Rule is the sub-
ject of ongoing litigation
in several jurisdictions.
We suggest that you

seek your own legal
counsel if you have
questions about the

status of the Rule and
its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be con-
ducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) to final
confirmation and au-
dit of the status of the
loan with the holder of
the Mortgage, and (3)
to confirmation that the
successful bidder has
timely provided all infor-
mation required for re-
porting under the Rule,
89 FR 70258, if appli-
cable.

BRAVO RESIDEN-
TIAL FUNDING TRUST
2020-RPL2

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leib-
ert Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 24-05870AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

August 21, 28, and
September 4, 2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Jonathan T. Chavis, an
unmarried man, origi-
nally in favor of Mort-
gage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Royal
United Mortgage LLC,
its successors and as-
signs, on April 2, 2025,
said mortgage record-
ed in the Office of the
Judge of Probate of
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, in Book 2025
Page 3590378; the un-
dersigned AmeriHome
Mortgage Company
LLC, as Mortgagee/
Transferee, under and
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama, on Septem-
ber 30, 2026, during the
legal hours of sale, all of
its rights, title, and inter-
est in and to the follow-
ing described real es-
tate, situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
wit: All that part of the
Northwest Fourth  of
the Northwest Fourth
of Section 5, Township
11 South, Range 5 East
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama, and being more
particularly  described
as follows: Commenc-
ing at the Southeast
corner of the Northwest
Fourth of the North-
west Fourth of Section
5, Township 11 South,
Range 5 East in Etowah
County, Alabama;
Thence South 90 de-
grees 00 minutes West
105.0 feet to the True
Point to Beginning for
the property herein de-
scribed; thence from the
True Point of Beginning,
continue on a bearing
of South 90 degrees
00 minutes West 230.0
Feet to a 5/8 inch rebar
found; thence North 06
degrees 14 minutes 21
seconds East 460.08
feet to a 5/8 inch rebar
found on the Southern
right of way of Shady
Grove Road; thence
along the Southern right
of way of said Shady
Grove Road, South 51
degrees 29 minutes 57
seconds East 230.0 feet
to a point; thence leav-
ing the Southern right
of way of said Shady
Grove Road, South 00
degrees 00 minutes
East 314.18 feet (378.0
feet — Deed Record) to
the True Point of Be-
ginning for the prop-
erty herein described;
said lands lying and
being in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama.. Property

street address for in-
formational purposes:
3180 Shady Grove Rd
, Boaz, AL 35956. THIS
PROPERTY WILL BE
SOLD ON AN “AS IS,
WHERE |IS” BASIS,
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE,
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE,
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE
SOLD SUBJECT TO
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL
PARTIES  ENTITLED
THERETO. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest
in property the right to
redeem the property
under certain circum-
stances. Programs may
also exist that help per-
sons avoid or delay the
foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you
understand these rights
and programs as a part
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure.
The successful bidder
must tender certified
funds in the amount of
the winning bid made
payable to Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A. at the time
and place of the sale.
The sale will be con-
ducted subject to: (1)
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final
confirmation with the
Mortgagee/Transferee,
and if applicable, (3)
collection of purchaser
information needed to
comply with the report-
ing requirements under
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network’s
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31
C.F.R. Part 1031) and
reimbursement of any
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany
& Bosco, P.A shall not
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchaser
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return
of the bid amount. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to
bid for and purchase
the real estate and to
credit its purchase price
against the expenses
of sale and the indebt-
edness secured by the
real estate. This sale
is subject to postpone-
ment or cancellation.
AmeriHome Mortgage
Company LLC, (“Trans-
feree”)

Tiffany & Bosco, P.A.,
2501 20th Place South,
Suite 300,

Homewood, AL 35223
www.tblaw.com

B File Number:
26-04242-SC-AL

August 21, 28, and
September 4, 2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Christa Lewis and hus-
band, Jeremiah Lew-
is, originally in favor of
Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for
AmeriHome Mortgage
Company, LLC, its suc-
cessors and assigns,
on March 20, 2025,
said mortgage record-
ed in the Office of the
Judge of Probate of
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, in Book 2025
Page 3589466; the un-
dersigned AmeriHome
Mortgage Company,
LLC, as Mortgagee/
Transferee, under and
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama, on Septem-
ber 30, 2026, during the
legal hours of sale, all of
its rights, title, and inter-
est in and to the follow-
ing described real es-
tate, situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
wit: Lot Number Eigh-
teen (18) of the West-
ern Hills Subdivision to
Southside, Alabama, as
recorded in Plat Book |,
Page 54, Probate Office
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.. Property street
address for informa-
tional purposes: 2755

8/27/26 9:01 AM
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Cedar Circle , South-
side, AL 35907. THIS
PROPERTY WILL BE
SOLD ON AN “AS IS,
WHERE IS” BASIS,
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE,
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE,
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE
SOLD SUBJECT TO
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL
PARTIES ENTITLED
THERETO. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest
in property the right to
redeem the property
under certain circum-
stances. Programs may
also exist that help per-
sons avoid or delay the
foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you
understand these rights
and programs as a part
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure.
The successful bidder
must tender certified
funds in the amount of
the winning bid made
payable to Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A. at the time
and place of the sale.
The sale will be con-
ducted subject to: (1)
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final
confirmation with the
Mortgagee/Transferee,
and if applicable, (3)
collection of purchaser
information needed to
comply with the report-
ing requirements under
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network’s
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31
C.F.R. Part 1031) and
reimbursement of any
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany
& Bosco, P.A shall not
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchaser
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return
of the bid amount. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to
bid for and purchase
the real estate and to
credit its purchase price
against the expenses
of sale and the indebt-
edness secured by the
real estate. This sale
is subject to postpone-
ment or cancellation.
AmeriHome Mortgage
Company, LLC, (“Trans-
feree”)

Tiffany & Bosco, P.A.,
2501 20th Place South,
Suite 300,

Homewood, AL 35223
www.tblaw.com

B File Number:
26-13505-SC-AL

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

FORECLOSURE
NOTICE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
described in and se-
cured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Gary Hall to Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems,Inc. “MERS”
as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Lender, Cen-
tral Mortgage Funding,
LLC, and Lender’s suc-
cessors and assigns
dated February 7, 2024
and Recorded in Instru-
ment #3569619 of the
records in the Office of
the Judge of Probate,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, which said mort-
gage was subsequent-
ly assigned to Village
Capital & Investment,
LLC by instrument re-
corded in Misc BK 2026,
Page 3613125 in said
Probate Court Records;
notice is hereby given
that the undersigned as
mortgagee will under
power of sale contained
in said mortgage, sell at
public outcry for cash
to the highest bidder,
during legal hours of
sale on the September
16, 2026, at the front
door entrance of the
Courthouse of Etowah
County, Alabama, 800
Forest Ave, Gadsden,
AL 35902, the following
described real prop-
erty in the County of
Etowah, State of Ala-
bama, being the same
property described in
the above referred to
mortgage:

Lot 12, Woodland Hills,
according to the map or
plat thereof, recorded
in Plat Book “H”, Page
121, Probate Office,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, lying and being
in Southside, Alabama.

ALABAMA LAW GIVES
SOME PERSONS
WHO HAVE AN INTER-
EST IN PROPERTY
THE RIGHT TO RE-
DEEM THE PROPER-
TY UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES.
PROGRAMS MAY AL-

08-28-26 Legals~ copy.indd 4

SO EXIST THAT HELP
PERSONS AVOID OR
DELAY THE FORE-
CLOSURE PRO-
CESS. AN ATTORNEY
SHOULD BE CON-
SULTED TO HELP YOU
UNDERSTAND THESE
RIGHTS AND PRO-
GRAMS AS A PART OF
THE FORECLOSURE
PROCESS.

This property will be
sold on an “as is, where
is” basis, subject to any
easements, encum-
brances and exceptions
reflected in the mort-
gage and those con-
tained in the records of
the office of the judge of
the probate where the
above-described prop-
erty is situated. This
property will be sold
without warranty or re-
course, expressed or
implied as to title, use
and/or enjoyment and
will be sold subject to
the right of redemption
of all parties entitled
thereto.

Said sale is made for
the purpose of paying
the said indebtedness
and the expenses inci-
dent to this sale, includ-
ing a reasonable attor-
ney’s fee.

The sale will be con-
ducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code and (2) to
final confirmation and
audit of the status of
the loan with the mort-
gagee.

Village Capital & Invest-
ment, LLC

Mortgagee

William McFadden
McFadden, Rouse &
Bender, LLC

718 Downtowner Blvd.
Mobile, AL 36609

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Nyquitta Knight, unmar-
ried, originally in favor
of Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for
Canopy Mortgage, LLC,
its successors and as-
signs, on February 26,
2026, said mortgage
recorded in the Office
of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County,
Alabama, in Bk: 2026
Pg: 3605491; the un-
dersigned AmeriHome
Mortgage Company,
LLC, as Mortgagee/
Transferee, under and
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained
in said mortgage, will
sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for
cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama, on October 14,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale, all of its
rights, title, and interest
in and to the following

described real estate,
situated in  Etowah
County, Alabama, to-

wit: Lot Number (9),
in Block Number Thir-
ty-One (31), in Garden
City Subdivision Num-
ber One (1), according
to the map or plat there-
of recorded in Plat Book
“C”, Pages 408 and
409, Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama, and
lying and being in Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama.. Property
street address for infor-
mational purposes: 917
Litchfield Ave , Gads-
den, AL 35903. THIS
PROPERTY WILL BE
SOLD ON AN “AS IS,
WHERE [IS” BASIS,
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE,
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE,
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE
SOLD SUBJECT TO
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL
PARTIES  ENTITLED
THERETO. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest
in property the right to
redeem the property
under certain circum-
stances. Programs may
also exist that help per-
sons avoid or delay the
foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you
understand these rights
and programs as a part
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure.
The successful bidder
must tender certified
funds in the amount of
the winning bid made
payable to Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A. at the time
and place of the sale.
The sale will be con-
ducted subject to: (1)
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final

confirmation with the
Mortgagee/Transferee,
and if applicable, (3)
collection of purchaser
information needed to
comply with the report-
ing requirements under
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network’s
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31
C.F.R. Part 1031) and
reimbursement of any
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany
& Bosco, P.A shall not
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchaser
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return
of the bid amount. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to
bid for and purchase
the real estate and
to credit its purchase
price against the ex-
penses of sale and the
indebtedness secured
by the real estate. This
sale is subject to post-
ponement or cancella-
tion. AmeriHome Mort-
gage Company, LLC,
(“Transferee”) Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A., 2501 20th
Place South, Suite 300,
Homewood, AL 35223
www.tblaw.com TB File
Number: 26-13598-SC-
AL

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
Jeremy B Davies, a
married man, original-
ly in favor of Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nom-
inee for Mortgage Re-
search Center, LLC dba
Veterans United Home
Loans, its successors
and assigns, on May 12,
2023, said mortgage re-
corded in the Office of
the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument
Number 3557764; the
undersigned PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC, as
Mortgagee/Transferee,
under and by virtue of
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage,
will sell at public outcry
to the highest bidder
for cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama, on August 20,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale, all of its
rights, title, and interest
in and to the following
described real estate,
situated in  Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
wit: Lot Number Fifteen
(15) in Block Number
Nine (9) of Rainbow
Park, as recorded in
Plat Book “C”, Pages 18
and 19, Probate Office,
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.. Property street
address for informa-
tional purposes: 600
Palace Ave , Rainbow
City, AL 35906. THIS
PROPERTY WILL BE
SOLD ON AN “AS IS,
WHERE IS” BASIS,
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE,
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE,
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE
SOLD SUBJECT TO
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL
PARTIES  ENTITLED
THERETO. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest
in property the right to
redeem the property
under certain circum-
stances. Programs may
also exist that help per-
sons avoid or delay the
foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you
understand these rights
and programs as a part
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure.
The successful bidder
must tender certified
funds in the amount of
the winning bid made
payable to Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A. at the time
and place of the sale.
The sale will be con-
ducted subject to: (1)
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final
confirmation with the
Mortgagee/Transferee,
and if applicable, (3)
collection of purchaser
information needed to
comply with the report-
ing requirements under
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network’s
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31
C.F.R. Part 1031) and
reimbursement of any
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany

& Bosco, P.A shall not
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchaser
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return
of the bid amount. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to bid
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its
purchase price against
the expenses of sale
and the indebtedness
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is sub-
ject to postponement or
cancellation. The above
mortgage  foreclosure
sale has been post-
poned from August 20,
2026 until October 29,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale in front of
the main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama. PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC,
(“Transferee”) Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A., 2501 20th
Place South, Suite 300,
Homewood, AL 35223
www.tblaw.com TB File
Number: 26-09197-PM-
AL

PUBLICATION DATES:
July 17, 2026, Ju-
ly 24, 2026, July 31,
2026, August 28, 2026.
NEWSPAPER: The
Messenger.

August 28, 2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that cer-
tain mortgage execut-
ed by Jason Mclintyre
and Jennifer Mclintyre,
husband and wife, orig-
inally in favor of Mort-
gage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Family
Savings Credit Union,
on June 14, 2017, said
mortgage recorded in
the Office of the Judge
of Probate of Etowah
County, Alabama, in
Instrument Number
3452124; the under-
signed Carrington Mort-
gage Services, LLC, as
Mortgagee/Transferee,
under and by virtue of
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage,
will sell at public outcry
to the highest bidder
for cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama, on January 15,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale, all of its
rights, title, and interest
in and to the following
described real estate,
situated in  Etowah
County, Alabama, to-
wit: Commence at a
1-1/2 inch pipe marking
the Northeast corner of
the NW 1/4 - NW 1/4
of Section 21, Town-
ship 12 South, Range
8 East; thence South
02 degrees 02 min-
utes 18 seconds West
734.24 feet along the
East line of said forty
to a 1/2-inch capped
rebar (CA497-LS) also
being the Point of Be-
ginning; thence contin-
ue South 02 degrees
02 minutes 18 seconds
West 325.00 feet along
said forty line a 3/8-inch
rebar on the Norther-
ly right of way of U.S.
Highway Number 278
(80-foot right of way);
thence leaving said for-
ty line North 69 degrees
43 minutes 21 seconds
West 283.00 feet along
said right of way to a
1/2-inch capped rebar
(CA-497-LS);  thence
leaving said right of
way North 02 degrees
02 minutes 18 seconds
East 325.00 feet to a
1/2-inch capped rebar
(CA-497-LS);  thence
South 69 degrees 43
minutes 21 seconds
East 283.00 feet to the
Point of Beginning; sit-
uated, lying and being
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama.. Property street
address for informa-
tional purposes: 9234
US Highway 278 E ,
Hokes Bluff, AL 35903.
THIS PROPERTY WILL
BE SOLD ON AN “AS
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS,
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE,
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE,
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE
SOLD SUBJECT TO
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL
PARTIES  ENTITLED
THERETO. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest
in property the right to
redeem the property
under certain circum-
stances. Programs may
also exist that help per-
sons avoid or delay the
foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you
understand these rights
and programs as a part
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure.

The successful bidder
must tender certified
funds in the amount of
the winning bid made
payable to Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A. at the time
and place of the sale.
The sale will be con-
ducted subject to: (1)
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final
confirmation with the
Mortgagee/Transferee,
and if applicable, (3)
collection of purchaser
information needed to
comply with the report-
ing requirements under
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network’s
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31
C.F.R. Part 1031) and
reimbursement of any
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany
& Bosco, P.A shall not
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchaser
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return
of the bid amount. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to bid
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its
purchase price against
the expenses of sale
and the indebtedness
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is sub-
ject to postponement or
cancellation. The above
mortgage foreclosure
sale has been post-
poned from January 15,
2026 until March 19,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale in front
of the main entrance
of the  Courthouse
at Gadsden, Etowah
County, Alabama. The
above mortgage fore-
closure sale has been
postponed from March
19, 2026 until April 30,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale in front
of the main entrance
of the  Courthouse
at Gadsden, Etowah
County, Alabama. The
above mortgage fore-
closure sale has been
postponed from April
30, 2026 until June 18,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale in front of
the main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama. The above
mortgage foreclosure
sale has been post-
poned from June 18,
2026 until August 20,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale in front of
the main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama. The above
mortgage foreclosure
sale has been post-
poned from August 20,
2026 until October 29,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale in front of
the main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama. Carrington
Mortgage Services,
LLC, (“Transferee”)
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A,,
2501 20th Place South,
Suite 300, Homewood,
AL 35223 www.tblaw.
com TB File Number:
25-06399-CE-AL

PUBLICATION DATES:
December 5, 2025, De-
cember 12, 2025, De-
cember 19, 2025, Jan-
uary 30, 2026, March
27, 2026, May 8, 2026,
June 26, 2026, August
28, 2026. NEWSPA-
PER: The Messenger.

August 28, 2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness
secured by that certain
mortgage executed by
John Brackett Moore, a
married man, original-
ly in favor of Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nom-
inee for Zillow Home
Loans, LLC, on January
12, 2024, said mortgage
recorded in the Office of
the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument
Number 3568818; the
undersigned PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC, as
Mortgagee/Transferee,
under and by virtue of
the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage,
will sell at public outcry
to the highest bidder
for cash, in front of the
main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama, on Septem-
ber 10, 2025, during
the legal hours of sale,
all of its rights, title,
and interest in and to
the following described
real estate, situated in
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit: A tract or
parcel of land described
as beginning at a point
in the center of the Pub-
lic Road leading to For-
mans Lake and on the
North line of Fractional
Section Four (4) Town-

ship Twelve (12) Range
Five (5) East of Hunts-
ville Meridian. Said be-
ginning point is 176 feet
measured along said
North line Westerly from
the North East corner of
the Northeast Quarter
of the above described
Fractional Section, and
thence run along the
said North line run in
a Southerly direction a
distance of Three Hun-
dred Ninety Two feet
more or less to a point
in the center of the Pub-
lic Road leading from
the Old Walnut Grove
road to Formans Lake
and from the center or
from this point run in an
Easterly Direction and
meandering said road
to the beginning point
which is the center of
the said road and on the
said North line of the
Fractional Section 4,
and embracing a portion
of the North East Quar-
ter of Northwest Quar-
ter of Fractional Section
4, Township (12) South
of Range Five (5) East
of Huntsville Meridi-
an, in Etowah County,
Alabama and being
and lying west of Big
Wills Creek containing
two and 55/100 acres
more or less, save and
except however, that
certain one half acres
heretofore conveyed by
W. B. Horton and wife,
Ola Horton to Jackie
Mims and wife, Lola
Mims, by deed dated
27th February, 1951,
and recorded in books
460, Page 279, Probate
Office, Etowah County,
Alabama, said land be-
ing conveyed subject
to the rights of the pub-
lic to us the South 15
feet for road purposes,
minerals in the above
described property is
reserved. Together with
all improvements locat-
ed thereon.. Property
street address for in-
formational purposes:
3125 Miller Hollow Road
, Attalla, AL 35954.
THIS PROPERTY WILL
BE SOLD ON AN “AS
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS,
WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY OR RECOURSE,
EXPRESSED OR IM-
PLIED AS TO TITLE,
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE
SOLD SUBJECT TO
THE RIGHT OF RE-
DEMPTION OF ALL
PARTIES  ENTITLED
THERETO. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest
in property the right to
redeem the property
under certain circum-
stances. Programs may
also exist that help per-
sons avoid or delay the
foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you
understand these rights
and programs as a part
of the foreclosure pro-
cess. This sale is made
for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness
secured by said mort-
gage, as well as the ex-
penses of foreclosure.
The successful bidder
must tender certified
funds in the amount of
the winning bid made
payable to Tiffany &
Bosco, P.A. at the time
and place of the sale.
The sale will be con-
ducted subject to: (1)
confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final
confirmation with the
Mortgagee/Transferee,
and if applicable, (3)
collection of purchaser
information needed to
comply with the report-
ing requirements under
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network’s
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31
C.F.R. Part 1031) and
reimbursement of any
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany
& Bosco, P.A shall not
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the
sale is set aside for any
reason, the purchaser
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return
of the bid amount. The
Mortgagee/Transferee
reserves the right to
bid for and purchase
the real estate and to
credit its purchase price
against the expenses
of sale and the indebt-
edness secured by the
real estate. This sale
is subject to postpone-
ment or cancellation.
The above mortgage
foreclosure sale has
been postponed from
September 10, 2025
until  November 19,
2025, during the legal
hours of sale in front of
the main entrance of the
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County,
Alabama. The above
mortgage  foreclosure
sale has been post-
poned from November
19, 2025 until January
21, 2026, during the le-
gal hours of sale in front
of the main entrance
of the Courthouse
at Gadsden, Etowah

County, Alabama. The
above mortgage fore-
closure sale has been
postponed from Janu-
ary 21, 2026 until April
1, 2026, during the le-
gal hours of sale in front
of the main entrance
of the Courthouse
at Gadsden, Etowah
County, Alabama. The
above mortgage fore-
closure sale has been
postponed from April
1, 2026 until June 10,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale in front
of the main entrance
of the Courthouse
at Gadsden, Etowah
County, Alabama. The
above mortgage fore-
closure sale has been
postponed from June
10, 2026 until August
19, 2026, during the le-
gal hours of sale in front
of the main entrance
of the Courthouse
at Gadsden, Etowah
County, Alabama. The
above mortgage fore-
closure sale has been
postponed from August
19, 2026 until October
28, 2026, during the le-
gal hours of sale in front
of the main entrance
of the Courthouse
at Gadsden, Etowah
County, Alabama. Pen-
nyMac Loan Services,
LLC, (“Transferee”)
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A,,
2501 20th Place South,
Suite 300, Homewood,
AL 35223 www.tblaw.
com TB File Number:
25-06342-PM-AL

PUBLICATION DATES:
August 22, 2025, Au-
gust 29, 2025, Septem-
ber 5, 2025, September
26, 2025, December 5,
2025, March 13, 2026,
April 24, 2026, June 12,
2026, August 28, 2026.
NEWSPAPER: The
Messenger.

August 28, 2026
FILE CLAIMS

Dylan Jack Hallmark
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 06/24/2026
over the Estate of Jacky
Royce Hallmark, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

FILE CLAIMS

Monica Rae Moulds
Steward and Christo-
pher Moulds was/were
appointed Person-
al Representative(s)
on 07/13/2026 to the
Estate of Ellen Faye
Hoskins Beasley, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

FILE CLAIMS

Emily Hawk Mills was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
07/29/2026 to the Es-
tate of Laretha Boggs,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

FILE CLAIMS

Justin Hayes was/were
appointed Person-
al Representative(s)
on 08/04/2026 to the
Estate of George L.
Woods, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

FILE CLAIMS

Howard Todd Jordan
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 08/05/2026
to the Estate of Jim-
mie Lou Jordan, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

FILE CLAIMS
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Makiya Deshay Jones
was/were appointed
Personal Represen-
tative(s) on 7/10/2026
over the Estate of Tia
Evette Rogers, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Stacy Ashley Phillips
was/were appointed
Personal Represen-
tative(s) on 7/28/2026
to the Estate of San-
dra Jean Territo, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Rachelle Milner was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 7/24/2026 to the
Estate of Iman Majid,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Patrick David Gar-
rett and Kristy Renae
Garrett was/were ap-
pointed Co-Personal
Representative(s) on
7/13/2026 to the Estate
of Delores Gail Gar-
rett, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Amanda Thacker was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
7/21/2026 to the Estate
of Walter Alexander
Roe, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Scott F. Stewart was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
7/24/2026 over the Es-
tate of Lory Dell Dodd,
deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Freddy Johnson was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representa-
tive(s) on 6/26/2026
over the Estate of Aar-
on Cody Johnson, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

James Jolly was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s) on
7/20/2026 to the Es-
tate of Shirley JoAnn
duPont, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that
claims not filed with-
in six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Frankie Lynn Haynie
was/were appointed
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 8/10/2026 to
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the Estate of Franklin
Delano Haynie, de-
ceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Sara Elisabeth Harrison
was/were granted Ancil-
lary Letters Testamen-
tary on 7/10/2026 to the
Estate of Rosie Cald-
well, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all
persons that claims not
filed within six months
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
WILLIAM J. RUCKLE,
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED

Case #: 2026-482

TO: Rayburn Clay and
any unknown family,
whose whereabouts are
unknown

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapac-
itated individual was
filed in the Office of the
Judge of Probate, and
further, that the 22 day
of SEPTEMBER 2026
at 1:30 P.m. was ap-
pointed a day and time
for hearing on said Pe-
tition, thereof at which
time you may appear
and support and/or con-
test the Petition, if you
so choose.

DONE THIS THE 6TH
DAY OF AUGUST 2026

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
CHARLES BAILY, AL-
LEGED INCAPACITAT-
ED

Case #: 2026-481

TO: Any unknown fam-
ily, whose whereabouts
are unknown

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapac-
itated individual was
filed in the Office of the
Judge of Probate, and
further, that the 22ND
day of SEPTEMBER
2026 at 1:00 P.m. was
appointed a day and
time for hearing on
said Petition, thereof at
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/or
contest the Petition, if
you so choose.

DONE THIS THE 6TH
DAY OF AUGUST 2026

Scott W. Hassall
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE: THE ESTATE
OF OSCAR M. HARP,
DECEASED.

Case No.: S-12354

TO: APRIL BENE-
FIELD, BILLIE HARP,
STEPHANIE BENE-

FIELD, JOSHUA HARP,
whereabouts unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED that there
has been filed in this
Court a Petition for Fi-
nal

Settlement in the Estate
of Oscar M. Harp, de-
ceased.

You are FURTHER NO-
TIFIED to be in and ap-
pear before this Court
on the 13th day of Octo-
ber, 2026 at 2:00 p.m.,
when said petition will
be heard and to show
cause, if any you may
have, why the said Peti-
tion for Final Settlement
in the Estate of Oscar
M. Harp, deceased,
should not be granted.

DONE THIS THE 20th
DAY OF August 2026.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September
4, and 11, 2026

NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR LETTERS OF
GUARDIANSHIP AND
PETITION FOR
LETTERS OF
CONSERVATORSHIP

Notice to: Tara Spears,
whose whereabouts are
unknown

You will take notice
that a Petition for Let-
ters of Guardianship for
the person of Betty M.
Payne and a Petition
for Letters of Conserva-
torship over the estate
of Betty M. Payne was
filed by Gadsden Re-
gional Medical Center
on the 7TH day of AU-
GUST 2026.

A hearing on the Pe-
titon for Letters of
Guardianship and Peti-
tion for Letters of Con-
servatorship is set on
the 14th day of SEP-
TEMBER, 2026, at 2:00
P.m., in the Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, 800 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden,
Alabama 35901.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28,
2026

NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR LETTERS OF
GUARDIANSHIP AND
PETITION FOR
LETTERS OF
CONSERVATORSHIP

Notice to: Don Kinard,
whose whereabouts are
unknown

You will take notice that
a Petition for Letters of
Guardianship for the
person of Don W. Ki-
nard, and a Petition for
Letters of Conserva-
torship over the estate
of Don W. Kinard, was
filed by Gadsden Re-
gional Medical Center
on the 18th day of AU-
GUST 2026.

A hearing on the Pe-
tition for Letters of
Guardianship and Peti-
tion for Letters of Con-
servatorship is set on
the 28th day of SEP-
TEMBER, 2026, at 2:00
p.m., in the Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, 800 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden,
Alabama 35901.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

Elite Real Estate Man-
agement 2, LLC,

Plaintiff

V.

Justin  Jacobs, De-
fendant CV - 2026 -
900173

Defendant Justin Ja-

cobs and any persons
claiming any present,
future, contingent, re-

mainder, reversion,
possessory, or other
interest in the lands

described below must
answer Plaintiff's Com-
plaint filed in the above
referenced court and
case number within
thirty (30) days of the
completion of the news-
paper publication or
thereafter a judgment
of default may be ren-
dered against you in
the above-styled case.
The subject property is
described as follows:
Lots 3 and 4, as shown
on the map of the Rear-
rangement of Block “B”,
Southmont Addition,
Attalla, Alabama, as re-
corded in Plat Book “H”,
Page 83, in the Etowah
County Probate Office.
The address of the
subject property is 506
Green Street SE, Attal-
la, AL 35954.

Done the 3rd day of Au-
gust, 2026.

/s/Jason Knowles
Jason Knowles
Attorney for Plaintiff
Knowles & Sullivan,
LLC

413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
jason@kkslawgroup.
com

August 7, 14, 21, and
28, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CV-2025-900531

John d. Bailey, plaintiff,
Vs.

Lissa Maddox, Mac
Smith, Tami Rains, Chris
Smith, Gary Smith, and
Michael Smith, includ-
ing any heirs or devi-
sees of the same and
those whose address-
es are unknown and
any and all unknown

parties, including any
persons claiming any
present interest therein
and including any per-
son claiming any future,
contingent, reversion-
ary, remainder, or oth-
er interest therein, who
may claim any interest
in the above described
property, defendants.

The defendants, whose
whereabouts are un-
known, and any other
persons claiming any
present, future, contin-
gent, remainder, rever-
sion, or other interest
in the lands described
below, must answer
plaintiffs’ complaint filed
in the above referenced
court and case num-
ber within thirty (30)
days of the completion
of the publication or
thereafter a judgment
of default may be ren-
dered against you in the
above-styled case.

The subject property is
described as follows:
A parcel of land de-
scribed as Follows:

Parcel one:

For a point of begin-
ning: commence at the
southwest corner of lot
number one (1), Carl-
isle acres subdivision,
according to the map
or plat thereof, record-
ed in plat book k, page
49, probate  office,
Etowah county, Ala-
bama; thence run north
85 degrees 04 minutes
06 seconds west a
distance of 39.59 feet
(plat), 39.81 feet (field)
to a point, thence run
south 05 degrees 12
minutes 06 seconds
east a distance of 81.91
feet to the point of be-
ginning; thence run
south 75 d e-
grees 31 minutes 54
seconds west a dis-
tance of 129.20 feet to a
point; thence run north
20 degrees 48 minutes
06 seconds west a dis-
tance of 103.96 feet to a
point; thence run south
77 degrees 30 min-
utes 54 seconds west
a distance of 183.34
feet to a point; thence
run southO7 degrees
54 minutes 54 sec-
onds west a distance
of 133.75 feet to a
point; thence run north
88 degrees 48 minutes
56 seconds east a dis-
tance of 368.59 feet to a
point; thence run north
05 degrees11 minutes
34 seconds west a dis-
tance of 100.00 feet to
the point of beginning,
said tract embracing a
portion of the northeast
quarter (ne 1/4) of the
southwest quarter (SW
1/4), section 3, town-
ship 11 south, range 5
east of the Huntsville
meridian, Etowah coun-
ty, Alabama, containing
1.00 acre, more or less.

Parcel two:

Five (5) acres in a
square in the NW corner
of the ne % of the SW
Ya of section 3, town-
ship 11 south, range 5
east, lying and being
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama, together with all
improvements located
thereon. Less and ex-
cept those portions
conveyed to Michael
Kevin nix by deed re-
corded in d-1998-0225;
save and except those
portions conveyed to
the exchange bank of
Alabama by deed re-
corded in d-2001-2176;
and save and except
those portions con-
veyed to Lissa Mad-
dox by deeds recorded
in d-2001-4039 and
d-2001-4040, said de-
scriptions embracing
a portion of the ne %
of the SW % in section
3, township 11 south,
range 5 east.

Done the 5th day of Au-
gust, 2026

)S/Sonny J. Steen
Circuit judge

Joshua b. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan,
LLC

413 broad street
Gadsden, al 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 7, 14, 21, and
28, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT

IN  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY ALABAMA

CV-2026-900334.00

ERIC McGEE,
PLAINTIFF

V.

KAREN SOFIA HEF-
NER HORDESKI,
RICKY VAN HEFNER,
RICHARD, LEE HEF-
NER and SHERI LYNN
HEFNER, WILLARD
HEFNER, KAREN HEF-
NER, KEN JAMIESON,
MARY JAMIESON, et

al,
DEFENDANTS.
The Defendants, whose

whereabouts are un-
known, and any other

persons claiming any
present, future, contin-
gent, remainder, rever-
sion, or other interest in
the lands described be-
low, must answer Plain-
tif's Complaint filed in
the above referenced
court and case num-
ber within thirty (30)
days of the completion
of the publication or
thereafter a judgment
of default may be ren-
dered against you in the
above-styled case.

The subject property is
described as follows:

A PARCEL OF LAND
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

A parcel of land in the
west half of the south-
west quarter of Section
Twenty-Two (22), Town-
ship Ten (10), Range
Five (5) East, more
particularly  described
as follows: for a point
of beginning, where
the branch from the old
Rogers Spring on Cox
Gap Road, crosses the
north boundary, thence
southwest down the
branch 233 yards to our
west boundary thence
south along the Saw-
mill Hollow branch 130
yards, thence east 120
yards, thence north 175
yards to the point of be-
ginning.

Done the 5th day of Au-
gust, 2026.

/s/ISONNY J. STEEN
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Joshua B. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan,
LLC

413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 7, 14, 21, and
28, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT

IN  THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY ALABAMA

CV-2026-900377

CODY DANNA, PLAIN-
TIFF,
V.

DAN E. HUMPHREY, et
al, DEFENDANTS.

The Defendant, Dan E.
Humphrey including any
heirs or devices of the
same, whose where-
abouts are unknown,
and any other persons
claiming any present,
future, contingent, re-
mainder, reversion, or
other interest in the
lands described below,
must answer Plaintiff’s
Complaint filed in the
above referenced court
and case number with-
in thirty (30) days of the
completion of the pub-
lication or thereafter a
judgment of default may
be rendered against
you in the above-styled
case.

The subject property is
described as follows:

Lot Number 11 in Block
Number 1 in East River-
view Hills, according to
the map or plat thereof
recorded in Plat Book
“H”, pages 30 and 31,
Probate Office. Etowah
County, Alabama.

Done the 17th day of
August, 2026.

/s/IGEORGE C. DAY, JR
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Joshua B. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan,
LLC

413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 21, 28, Septem-
ber 4 and 11, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT

IN  THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY ALABAMA

NOLAN HOLLAND and
KEELIE HOLLAND,
PLAINTIFFS

V.
CV - 2026 - 900442

MICHELE STORY
SMITH, ET AL., DE-
FENDANTS

Defendant Michele

Story Smith and any
persons claiming any
present, future, con-
tingent, remainder, re-
version, possessory,
or other interest in the
lands described below
must answer Plaintiff's
Complaint filed in the
above referenced court
and case number with-
in thirty (30) days of
the completion of the
newspaper publication
or thereafter a judgment
of default may be ren-
dered against you in the
above-styled case.

The subject property is
described as follows:
Commence at an ex-
isting 3/8” rebar mark-
ing the SW corner of
the SE 1/4 of the SW

1/4, Section 4, Town-
ship 12 South, Range
& East; thence N 3 de-
grees 00 minutes 38
seconds East 30.06
feet to a 12 capped re-
bar (LS#21183) on the
Northern R/W of Beaird
Road 60’ R/W; thence
along said R/'W N 89
degrees 21 minutes 42
seconds East 2,317.57
feet to a 12" capped
rebar (LS#21183) also
being the point of be-
ginning; thence leaving
said R/W N 00 degrees
09 minutes 13 sec-
onds West 660.00 feet
to a 12" capped rebar
(LS#21183); thence N
89 degrees 21 minutes
42 seconds East 200.00
feet to a 12" capped
rebar (LS#21183);
thence S 00 degrees
09 minutes 13 sec-
onds East 660.00 feet
to a 12 capped rebar
(LS# 21183) on North-
ern R/W of said road;
thence along said R/W
S 89 degrees 21 min-
utes 42 seconds West
200.00 feet to the point
of beginning, contain-
ing 3,03 acres, more or
less.

Said tract also contains
a 50 feet access ease-
ment 30’ each side of
the following described
lines. Commence at an
existing 3/8” rebar mark-
ing the SW comer of the
SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4,
Section 3, Township 12
South, Range & East;
thence North 3 degrees
00 minutes 38 seconds
East 30.06 feet to a
12" capped rebar (LS#
21183); thence N 89
degrees 21 minutes 42
seconds East 2,348.43
feet to a calculated
point being the point of
beginning; thence along
the centerline of said
easement N 12 degrees
57 minutes 19 seconds
East 302.39 feet to a
calculated point; thence
N 05 degrees 21 min-
utes 21 seconds East
167.57 feet to a calcu-
lated point; thence N 18
degrees 13 minutes 54
seconds East 109.15
feet to a calculated
point; thence N 53 de-
grees 25 minutes 29
seconds East 61.12 to
the end of said ease-
ment.

The address of the
Property is 0 Beaird
Road, Hokes Bluff, AL
35903. The PIN for the
Property is 82729.
Done the 21st day of
August, 2026.

/s/Jason Knowles
Jason Knowles, Attor-
ney for Plaintiffs
Knowles & Sullivan,
LLC

413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
jason@kkslawgroup.
com

August 28, September
4,11, and 18, 2026

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME
OF MINOR

Notice to: Jessica San-
dlin

whose address is un-
known

You will take notice that
a Petition to Change
Name of Minor regard-
ing a female child born
to Jessica Sandlin
Ball on September 22,
2010, was filed on the
29th day of July, 2026.
The Petition is set to
be heard on 6th day of
October, 2026, at 2:30
p.m., in the Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, 800 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden,
Alabama 35901. Please
be advised that you are
required to answer this
petition within thirty (30)
days after the last pub-
lication of this notice.
Your answer to this pe-
tition is to be filed with
the Clerk of the Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, 800 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden,
Alabama 35901.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, 28, and
September 4, 2026

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The Water Works Board
of Attalla will hold a
public hearing on Sep-
tember 1, 2026, from
5:00 PM until 6:00 pm at
the Attalla Water Board
Office, 509 4th Street
NW, Attalla, AL 35954
to discuss the submis-
sion of an application
for the 2026 Drinking
Water State Revolving
Fund (DWSRF) loan
program through the
Alabama Department of
Environmental Manage-
ment (ADEM) and the
Environmental Informa-
tion Document (EID)
associated with the
proposed project. The
hearing will address
the proposed construc-
tion of a new clearwell
at the Water Treatment
Plant located at 1780

Highway 77, Attalla, AL
35954.

A copy of the EID will be
available for review at
the Public Hearing.

Any person with a dis-
ability or communica-
tion impairment should
contact the  Water
Works Board of Attal-
la at (256) 538-3322 if
special accommodation
is needed. The Board
will attempt to satisfy all
reasonable requests.

August 7, 14, 21, and
28, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

The Attalla Board of
Adjustments will hold
a public hearing on
Tuesday, September 8,
2026 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of
Attalla City Hall located
at 612 4th Street NW,
Attalla, AL 35954. The
following items will be
considered:

A variance request-
ed and filed by Rhon-
da Masters to use the
property at 410 4th
Avenue NW, Attalla, AL
35954 as a residential
rental. The lot is zoned
B-2 (Central Business).
The property was pre-
viously used as a resi-
dential dwelling.

A variance requested
and filed by Ngoc Tran
to increase the size that
a sign can be on the
property at 959 Gilbert
Ferry Road, Attalla, AL
35954. The property
is zoned H-C (Highway
Commercial).

A variance requested
and filed by Jimmie &
Viginia Miller for a set-
back variance to add on
to the house at 503 9th
Avenue SW, Attalla, AL
35954. The property is
zoned R-3 (Multi-Family
Residential).

Mandy Cash
City Clerk

August 21 and 28, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BID

Owner: The Water
Works & Sewer Board
of the City of Gadsden
Locality: Gadsden, Ala-
bama

Engineer: Three Notch
Group, Inc.

The Water Works &
Sewer Board of the City
of Gadsden (Owner) is
requesting Bids for the
construction of the fol-
lowing Project:

Interstate 759  Utility
Relocation

ALDOT Project No.
RACR-028-759-002-PE

A mandatory Pre-Bid
Meeting will be held at
the offices of The Water
Works & Sewer Board
of the City of Gadsden
located at 515 Albert
Rains Boulevard, on
September 2, 2026, at
1:00 PM local time. Bids
will only be accepted
from bidders who attend
the meeting.

Bids for the construc-
tion of the Project will
be received in person
from properly licensed
contractors at the of-
fices located at 515
Albert Rains Boulevard
Gadsden, Alabama
35901 until September
9, 2026, at 1:00 PM
local time. At that time
the Bids received will
be publicly opened and
read.

The Project includes
the following Work:

The project consists of
relocation of approxi-
mately 7,380 feet of wa-
ter main, 7,200 feet of
gravity sewer, 55 man-
holes, and associated
appurtenances to ac-
count for the extension
of Interstate 759.

The Owner requires the
Project to be Substan-
tially Completed within
365 calendar days after
the date when the Con-
tract Time commences
to run, and completed
and ready for final pay-
ment within 395 calen-
dar days after the date
when the Contract Time
commences to run.

Copies of the Bidding
Documents may be
obtained from the Is-
suing Agent, Three
Notch Group, Inc (Lou-
ie Arvelo - louie.arvel-
o@3notch.com). Print-
ed copies are available
for a non-refundable
fee in the amount of
$200.00 per set. Copies
in .pdf format are avail-
able via email at no cost
to the bidder.

Bidding documents are
on file for examination
by prospective bidders
at 515 Albert Rains
Boulevard Gadsden,
Alabama 35901 during
normal business hours.

8/27/26 9:01 AM
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Partial sets of Bidding
Documents will not be
issued. Neither Own-
er nor Engineer will be
responsible for full or
partial sets of Bidding

Documents, including
addenda, if any, ob-
tained from sources

other than the Issuing
Agent.

The attention of bidders
is called to the provi-
sions of State Law Gov-
erning General Con-
tractors, as set forth in
Title 34, Chapter 8, Arti-
cle 1, Code of Alabama
of 1975, as amended;
and the provisions of
said law shall govern
bidders insofar as appli-
cable. The above-men-
tioned provisions of the
Code make it illegal for
the Owner to consider
a bid from anyone who
is not properly licensed
under such code provi-
sions. In addition, bid-
ders must carry the MU
classification as listed in
the latest edition of the
Roster of the State Li-
censing Board for Gen-
eral Contractors, Mont-
gomery, Alabama. The
Owner will not consider
any bid unless the bid-
der produces evidence
that they are so li-
censed. All nonresident
contractors  preparing
bids shall submit with
their bid evidence of
proper registration with
the Alabama Secretary
of State as a foreign
corporation, and a Cer-
tificate of Good Stand-
ing as a Foreign Corpo-
ration from the State of
Alabama Department of
Revenue.

The attention of non-
resident bidders is
called to the provisions
of Alabama Law, Title
39, Chapter 3, Code
of Alabama 1975, as
amended, whereby
In the letting of public
contracts in which any
state, county, or munic-
ipal funds are utilized,
except those contracts
funded in whole or in
part with funds received
from a federal agen-
cy, preference shall be
given to resident con-
tractors, and a nonres-
ident bidder domiciled
in a state having laws
granting preference to
local contractors shall
be awarded Alabama
public contracts only on
the same basis as the
nonresident bidder’s
state awards contracts
to Alabama contractors
bidding under similar
circumstances; resident
contractors in Alabama,
are to be granted prefer-
ence over nonresidents
in awarding of contracts
in the same manner and
to the same extent as
provided by the laws of
the state of domicile of
the nonresident.

Issued by:

Owner: The Water
Works & Sewer Board
of the City of Gadsden
By: Chad Hare
Title: General Man-
ager

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

PUBLIC AWARENESS
MEETING

The Fords Valley and
Highway 278 Water
Cooperative will be pro-
viding the results of the
Source Water Assess-
ment and Susceptibility
Analysis for the Fords
Valley Production Well
project on Septem-
ber 8th, 2026, at 5:30
pm, at the office of the
Fords Valley and High-
way 278 Water Coop-
erative located at 9529
U.S. Highway 278 East,
Piedmont, Alabama
36272. A copy of the
assessment documents
will be available at the
office of the Water Co-
operative for review by
the public.

Any person with a dis-
ability or communica-
tion impairment in need
of special accommoda-
tions should contact the
Water Cooperative at
(256) 492-5886. The
Water Cooperative will
attempt to satisfy all
reasonable requests.

August 28, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLETION

PROJECT: Etowah
Schools New Intercom
Systems

CONTRACTOR: Staley
Technologies

WORK: Equipment — IP
Intercom System

LOCATION: Etowah
County Schools,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama

OWNER: Etowah Coun-
ty School Board of Ed-
ucation

NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that Staley

08-28-26 Legals~ copy.indd 6

Technologies, 6101 S.
Shackleford Road, Little
Rock, AR 72204, has
completed work consist-
ing of the installation of
an IP Intercom System
for the Etowah Schools
New Intercom Systems
project at Etowah Coun-
ty Schools, Etowah
County, Alabama. Any
person, firm, or corpo-
ration having any claim
for labor, materials,
equipment,  services,
or other project-related
work furnished in con-
nection with this proj-
ect is hereby notified to
promptly submit such
claim to:

Staley Technologies
1-800-280-9675

6101 S. Shackleford
Road

Little Rock, AR 72204
This notice is published
pursuant to applicable
Alabama law.

August 28, September
4,11, and 18, 2026

NOTICE OF
PROPOSED
VACATION OF
NANCY AVENUE

A petition has been re-
ceived by the City of
Gadsden for the va-
cation of Nancy Ave-
nue, described as fol-
lows:

Tract #1: Begin at an
existing 1” pipe at the
Southwest corner of
Lot #8, in Block “16”, of
Clayton Subdivision, as
recorded in Plat Book
“D”, Pages 70 & 71,
Probate Office, Etowah
County, Alabama, and
point being at the inter-
section with the North-
erly R/W of Nancy Av-
enue (50' R/W) and the
Easterly R/W of Perry
Street (50° R/W), and
run S02°01°41 “E, along
said Perry Street East-
erly R/W, 25.06 feet
to a point; thence run
S87°56’22"E,  leaving
said R/W, 300.09 feet to
a point at the intersec-
tion with the Westerly
R/W of Wilson Drive
(50’ R/W); thence run
NO02°01'41"W, along
said Westerly R/W,
25.06 feet to an exist-
ing%” pipe; thence run
N87°56°22"W, leaving
said Westerly R/W
300.09 feet to the point
of beginning. Said prop-
erty being a portion
of the annulled Nancy
Avenue, lying between
Block “16” on the North,
and Block “17” on the
South, Clayton Subdi-
vision, Etowah County,
Alabama and contains
0.17 acre (more or
less).

Tract #2: Commence
at an existing 1” pipe at
the Southwest corner of
Lot #8, in Block “16”, of
Clayton Subdivision, as
recorded in Pl at Book
“‘D”, Pages 70 & 71,
Probate Office, Etowah
County, Alabama, said
point being at the inter-
section with the North-
erly R/W of Nancy Av-
enue (50' R/W) and the
Easterly R/W of Perry
Street (50" R/W), and
run S02°01°41°E, along
said Perry Street East-
erly R/W, 25.06 feet to
the point of beginning
of the property de-
scribed herein; thence
run S87°56'22"E, leav-
ing said R/W, 300.09
feet to a point at the
intersection with the
Westerly R/W of Wil-
son Drive (50" R/W);
thence run S02°01'41
“E, along said West-
erly R/W, 25.06 feet
to a point; thence run
N87°56°22"W, leaving
said R/W, 300.09 feet
to a point on said Per-
ry Street Easterly R/W;
thence run N02°01'41
“W, along said Easterly
R/W, 25.06 feet to the
point of beginning. Said
property being a portion
of the annulled Nancy
Avenue, lying between
Block “16” on the North,
and Block “17” on the
South, Clayton Subdi-
vision, Etowah County,
Alabama, and contains
.017 acre (more or
less).

A resolution granting
assent to this vaca-
tion will be considered
by the City Council at
its meeting on Tues-
day, September 15,
2026 at 10:00 a.m., in
the Council Chambers
at City Hall, 90 Broad
Street.  Objections to
the passage of the res-
olution will be heard at
that time. A map of the
proposed vacation will
be available for public
inspection during reg-
ular business hours in
the Engineering Depart-
ment, third floor, Room

302, City Hall.
Jennifer Smith, City
Clerk

August 7, 14, 21, and
28, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE

The Attalla Housing Au-
thority (AHA) is current-
ly developing a 5-year
Plan, Annual Plan and

Capital Fund Program
for 2027. The 5-year
plan describes the mis-
sion of this agency, the
agency’s longrange
goals and objectives
for achieving its mis-
sion over the next five
years. The Annual Plan
provides details about
the agency’s immediate
operations, moderniza-
tion program, program
participants, programs
and  services. The
Capital Fund Program
outlines the properties
physical needs for the
upcoming year. The
5-year, Annual Plan and
Capital Fund Program
supporting documents
are available for in-
spection by the public
at 904 9th St S.W., At-
talla, Al 35954, which
is the main office of the
AHA. The documents
may be reviewed Mon-
day-Thursday between
the hours of 7:30 am to
4:00 pm, which is the
normal business hours
of the AHA. The AHA
is soliciting comments
on these plans and all
comments must be sub-
mitted in writing, and
comments will be ac-
cepted until 4:00 pm on
Tuesday, October 27,
2025. Also, there will be
a Public Hearing held
to review and discuss
all mentioned plans at
10:00 am, Thursday,
October 29, 2025, at
the AHA's main office
located at 904 9th St.
S.W.,, Attalla, Al 35954.
All comments and sug-
gestions concerning the
AHA's 5-year, Annual
Plan and Capital Fund
Program will be consid-
ered for inclusion into
the plans of the AHA.

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

NOTICE OF
PROPOSED
VACATION OF
MARGIE STREET

A petition has been
received by the City
of Gadsden for the
vacation of Margie
Street, described as fol-
lows:

A parcel of land that is
described as beginning
at northeast corner of
Lot | of the James Neal
Subdivision recorded in
Plat Book “ I, Page 160
as filed in the Probate
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama; thence
in a westerly direction
118.32’ to the northwest
corner of Lot | of said
subdivision; thence
in a southerly direc-
tion along the western
boundary lines of Lots
1,2,3,4,5 6 and 7 of
said subdivision the dis-
tance of 919.65’ to the
southwest corner of Lot
7 of said subdivision;
thence west 50.1° to
the southeast corner of
Lot 8 of said subdivi-
sion; thence in a north-
erly direction along the
eastern boundary lines
of Lots 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14 and 15 of said
subdivision the distance
of 918.17’; thence in an
easterly direction ap-
proximately 50’ to the
northwest corner of Lot
1, being the point of
beginning. Said prop-
erty describing the area
described as Margie
Street as depicted on
the James Neal Subdi-
vision plat as recorded
in Plat Book “I", Page
160 as filed in the Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama.

A resolution granting
assent to this vaca-
tion will be considered
by the City Council at
its meeting on Tues-
day, September 15,
2026 at 10:00 a.m., in
the Council Chambers
at City Hall, 90 Broad
Street.  Objections to
the passage of the res-
olution will be heard at
that time. A map of the
proposed vacation will
be available for public
inspection during reg-
ular business hours in
the Engineering Depart-
ment, third floor, Room

302, City Hall.

Jennifer  Smith, City
Clerk

August 7, 14, 21, and
28, 2026

CHILD AND ADULT
CARE FOOD
PROGRAM
PUBLIC NEWS
RELEASE FOR
NON-PRICING
PROGRAMS

The Mustard Seeds
Academy in Rainbow
City, Alabama announc-
es the sponsorship of
the Child and Adult
Care Food Program
Public News Release
for Non-Pricing Pro-
grams.

In accordance with fed-
eral civil rights law and
U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and
policies this institution
is prohibited from dis-
criminating on the basis
of race, color, national

origin, sex (including
gender identity and sex-
ual orientation), disabil-
ity, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil
rights activity.

Program Information
may be made available
in languages other than
English. Persons with
disabilities who require
alternative means of
communication to ob-
tain program informa-
tion (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, Amer-
ican Sign Language),
should contact the re-
sponsible state or local
agency that administers
the program or USDA’s
TARGET Center at
(202)720-260  (Voice)
and TTY) or contact
USFA through the Fed-
eral Relay Service at
(800)877-8339

1. Mail: U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture

Office of the Assis-
tant Secretary for Civil
Rights

1400 Independence Av-
enue

SW Washington, D.C.
20250-9410: or

2. Fax: (202)690-
7442; or

3. Email: program.
intake@usda.gov

This institution is an
equal opportunity pro-
vider.

The enclosed *non dis-
crimination* language
herein was  added
pursuant to the May
5, 2022, USDA mem-
orandum. However,
although included as
currently required for
audit compliance by
the USDA, the State of
Alabama objects to its
inclusion, applicability,
and the application of
this language due to
currently pending le-
gal challenges in the
matter of The State of
Tennessee, et al. w.
USDA, Case No. 3-22-
cv-00257, and may be
subject to change or
removal.

Name of Center(s) or
Facility

Mustard Seeds Acade-
my

4130 Rainbow Drive
Rainbow City, Al 35906
256-413-3302

August 28 and Septem-
ber 4, 2026

NOTICE TO
CONTRACTORS

Sealed construction
proposals will be re-
ceived by the City Clerk,
City of Gadsden, Ala-
bama, at the City Hall,
90 Broad Street, Room
411, Gadsden, Alabama
until 2:00 P.M., Tues-
day, September 29,
2026, for furnishing all
labor, materials, equip-
ment, and service re-
quired to complete
EAST GADSDEN COM-
MUNITY POOL PROJ-
ECT, Bid Request No.
3616, located in the City
of Gadsden, Alabama.

Bids submitted prior
to the bid opening by
mail shall be directed
to “City Clerk, P.O. Box
267, Gadsden, Ala-
bama 35902-0267” or in
person delivered to the
office of the City Clerk,
Room 401, City Hall, 90
Broad Street, Gadsden,
Alabama.

Bids will be publicly
opened and read at
the above time and
place. Specifications,
and Contract Docu-
ments are open to the
public for inspection at
the City Hall. Electron-
ic (pdf) Specifications,
and Contract Docu-
ments may be obtained
by emailing Chamb-
less King Architects c/o
Chris McNiel (cmcniel@
chamblessking.com).
All bidders must be reg-
istered with Chambless
King Architects in order
to submit a bid. Bids
received from unreg-
istered bidders will be
rejected.

A Cashier's Check
(drawn on an Alabama
bank) or Bid Bond for
5% of the amount bid
(maximum of $10,000)
and made payable to
the City of Gadsden, Al-
abama must accompa-
ny each bid as evidence
of good faith. It is not re-
quired that a contractor
be licensed in order to
submit a bid; however,
prior to award of a con-
tract, proper proof of all
applicable licensures
must be provided by
the contractor, proof of
insurance coverages of
the types and amounts
as set forth in the proj-
ect specifications will
be required of the con-
tractor, and any and all
subcontractors, prior
to beginning work. The
contractor will be re-
quired to perform work
amounting to at least
30% of the total con-
tract cost with its own
organization.

This is a Federally

Funded Project. The
proposed work shall
be performed in con-
formity with the rules
and regulations for car-
rying out the Federal
Highway Act and other
acts amendatory, sup-
plementary, or relative
thereto. The project is
subject to the Contract
Work Hours and Safety
Standards Act and its
implementing  regula-
tions. MBE/DBE partic-
ipation is encouraged;
however, no specific
MBE/DBE goals have
been established for
this project.

Minimum wage rates
(Davis Bacon Act) for
this project have been
pre-determined by the
Secretary of Labor and
are set forth in the ad-
vertised specifications.

In accordance with TI-
TLE 49, Code of Feder-
al Regulations, all bid-
ders are hereby notified
that it will be affirmative-
ly ensured that in the
contract entered into
pursuant to this adver-
tisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be
afforded full opportunity
to submit bids in re-
sponse to this invitation
and will not be discrim-
inated against on the
grounds of race, color,
religion, sex or national
origin in consideration
for an award.

The successful bidder
will be required to fur-
nish and pay for the sat-
isfactory Performance
and Payment Bond or
Bonds in the amount re-
quired by Section 39-1-
1(a), Code of Alabama
1975, and evidence of
insurance as required
by the bid documents
within ten (10) days af-
ter being notified that he
has been awarded the
contract.

No bidder may with-
draw his bid within six
(60) days after the ac-
tual date of the open-
ing thereof. The bidder
must comply with all re-
quirements of the public
works bid law Section
39-2-1 et seq., Code of
Alabama 1975.

The right to reject any
or all bids and to dis-
regard any minor irreg-
ularities is reserved by
the owner.

Any bidder, whether a
resident or nonresident
of the State of Alabama,
must comply with all
applicable  provisions
of Section 34-8-1, et.
seq., Code of Alabama,
1975, including require-
ments for licensing as a
general contractor and
the necessity to show
evidence of license, be-
fore the bid will be con-
sidered by the awarding
authority. A current li-
cense number must be
included on the bid or
a statement that is has
been applied for.

This is a tax-exempt
contract.

By signing this contract,
the contracting parties
affirm, for the duration
of the agreement, that
they will not violate
federal immigration law
or knowingly employ,
hire for employment,
or continue to employ
an unauthorized alien
within the state of Al-
abama. Furthermore,
a contracting party
found to be in violation
of this provision shall
be deemed in breach
of the agreement and
shall be responsible for

all damages resulting
therefrom.
Bidders must certify

that they do not and will
not maintain or provide
for their employees any
facilities that are seg-
regated on a basis of
race creed, color, sex,
or national origin. Bid-
ders must also certify
they will make facilities
handicap accessible to
the extent required by
law.

THE CITY GADSDEN,
ALABAMA

CRAIG FORD, Mayor
Jennifer  Smith, City
Clerk

August 28, 2026
JOB COMPLETION

In  accordance with
Chapter 1, Title 39,
Code of Alabama,

1975, Bob Smith Con-
struction, Inc. hereby
give written notice of
the completion of a
contract with the City
of Gadsden, Alabama,
for 2024 City of Gads-
den Annual Drainage
& Concrete Work, proj-
ect no. 3524, and has
made request for final
settlement of said Con-
tract. This notice is to
appear for four consec-
utive weeks beginning
August 28, 2026 and
ending September 18,
2026. All persons hav-

ing any claim for labor,
materials or otherwise
in connection with this
project should immedi-
ately notify Heath Wil-
liamson, Architect for
City of Gadsden, P.O.
Box 267, Gadsden, AL
35902-0267 during this
period.

August 28, September
4,11, and 18, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLETION
In  accordance with
Chapter 1, Title 39,

Code of Alabama, 1975,
as amended, notice is
hereby given that A &
S Electrical Contrac-
tors, Inc., Contractor,
has completed the con-
tract for Construction of
Foodball Stadium Light-
ing Renovations for
Southside and Hokes
Bluff High School, at
Etowah Couty, Ala-
bama for Etowah Coun-
ty Board of Education,
Owner, and have made
request for final settle-
ment of said Contract.
All persons having any
claim for labor, materi-
als, or otherwise in con-
nection with this project
should immediately no-
tify B. Craig Lipscomb
Architect 422 Chestnut
Street, Gadsden, AL
35901.

A & S Electrical Con-
tractors, Inc.

906 Nuckolls Street
Gadsden, AL 35903

August 28, September
4,11, and 18, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given
that the contents of the
following storage build-
ings will be Sold by Off
Campus Storage on
Friday August 21, 2026
at 10:00 a.m. at 474
George Wallace Drive,
Gadsden, AL. 35903.

Zana Spears
Unit 149 and 150

Christopher Hodge
Unit 121

German Malone
Unit 125

Off Campus Storage
474 Geroge Wallace
Drive

Gadsden, AL. 35903

August 21 and 28, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE

The following storage
units will be auctioned
on September 9, 2026
beginning at 10:00 A.M.
on the business premis-
es of Southtowne Mini
Warehouses, South-
towne is located at 199
Woodland Drive, off of
Steele Station Road
in Rainbow City, AL.
356906.

Angela Vaughn — 739 &
733

Marcia Hardney — 24C
& 170

Catie Hall - 92
Jacqueline Looney -
326

Deborah Walker - 408
Marlana Pruitt - 427
Erica Steve - 443

Tracy Shaw - 536

Mary Butler - 581
Barbara Fuller - 604
Chris Smith - 715

Lauri Price — 28 & 1B
Martha Powell — 64-4
Latona Garrett — 15-10
Suzanna Rager — 48-16
Sammy Satcher — M3
Fatima Bibb - 512
Rodney Eley - 54

Tami Powell - 144
Kodjovi Missika - 391
Shane Smith - 419
Tabatha Mobuary — 421
Josh Abercrombie - 459

Jennifer Drummond -

538

Charles Stanley - 595
Belinda Seahorn — 6-8
Steve Powell - 788

Lisa Rydel — 5A-8,9
John Parris — 13-28
Regina Holliday — 34-18
Terri Ellott — 79-10
Southtowne Mini Ware-
houses

199 Woodland Drive
Rainbow  City, AL.
35906

August 28 and Septem-
ber 4, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE

The following storage
units will be auctioned
off on Sept 9, 2026, be-
ginning at 10:00 A.M.
on the premises of Dix-
ie Mini Storage Auction,
located at 429 4TH ST
SW, Attalla, AL 35954

Bradyn Smith #31
Alexis Chestnut #37
Linda Woodall #50
Austin L. Campbell #73
Dayrel Horsley #102

Latasha Word #176,
#376, #387

April Love #228
Paula Honeycutt #242
Debra Ewing #247
Regena Harris #295
Kayla Julme #403
Justin Word #404
Joshua M Bogle #427
David M Mathis #471
Dixie Mini Storage
429 4th Street S.W.
Attalla, AL 35954

August 28 and Sept 4,
2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
AUCTION OF
ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE
that the Kelton Wrecker
LLC will offer for sale
at public auction to the
highest bidder for cash
the following aban-
doned motor vehicles:

2014 FORD EDGE

VIN: 2FMDK-
3JC5EBB23560

2014 CHRYSLER 200

VIN: 1C3CCBA-
BBEN141378

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY

VIN: 4T1BF3EK-
7BU733589

The public auction

will be held at Kelton
Wrecker LLC located at
1625 Forrest Ave Gads-
den AL 35901 at 8:00
AM on 09/26/2026. The
seller shall have a right
to reject any bid that is
unreasonably low and
may postpone the pub-
lic auction until another
time and place. In addi-
tion, the seller express-
ly reserves the right to
bid and purchase at the
public auction.

August 21 and 28, 2026

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
will proceed to take pos-
session of the following
described abandoned
vehicle(s) on October 6,
2026.

2020 Mitsubishi
Outlander

VIN:
JA4J4UAB5NZ040995

UNI AUTOMOTIVE
GROUP, LLC

2501 3rd Street SW
Attalla AL. 35954
256-538-6600

August 28 and Septem-
ber 4, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
AUCTION OF
ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE
that Noah’s Garage will
offer for sale at public
auction to the highest
bidder for cash the fol-
lowing abandoned mo-
tor vehicle

2005 Mazda Tribute
VIN: 4F2CZ061X-
5KM43321

2011 Ford Escape VIN:
1fmu0d78bkb35223

2014 Scion FR-S VIN:
JF1ZNAA19E9705815

The public auction
will be held at Noah’s
Garage, 2871 Shady
Lane South at 10:00am
10/2/26

There is a reserve that
must be met..The Sell-
er shall have a right to
reject any bid that is
unreasonably low. The
seller expressly re-
serves the right to bid
and purchase at the
public auction.

August 28, 2026 and
September 4, 2026

8/27/26 9:01 AM
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CLANSNSIFIED

SERVICES

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and
do repairs to protect your
family and your home’s
value! If you have water
in your home that needs
to be dried, Call 24/7:
1-833-879-1371 Have zip
code of service location
ready when you call!

APPLIANCE REPAIR:
Prompt local service
available for appliance
repair. Washer/Dryer,
Dishwasher, Refriger-
ator, Stove/Oven and
all major appliances.
Certified, Insured techs.
Satisfaction guaranteed.
Call to schedule your
appointment now! 1-877-
441-0132

Prior to entering
any Alabama school
or child care center,

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Superior quality
bath and shower systems
at AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Call
Now! 1-877-583-6484

SELLING a RV, Tractor or
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or by region
in over 100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1 million
readers each week! Run
your ad in our Classified
Network for just $210
per week! Make one
call to this newspaper
(participating Ala-SCAN
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how
easy it is to advertise
statewide!

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call,
get cash offer and get

an up-to-date

Certificate of

Immunization must

be submitted for
each child.

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

66

Vaccines for Children

puacic m m

HEALTH

paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit. Call
1-833-650-7885

FOR SALE

SunSetter. America’s
Number One Awning!

Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform
your deck or patio into

an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty.

Call now and SAVE $350
today! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your ser-
vice, call now for a free
quote and see how much
you can save! 1-877-541-
5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-

ING? Call today to
schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-877-403-4821

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most ad-
vanced gutter protection
for your home, backed by
a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-833-
683-2005 to schedule a
FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Plus
get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an additional

10%. Restrictions apply,
see representative for
warranty and offer details

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to
support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and re-

ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

AN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214

ceive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-724-3049
today!

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR?7?? DONATE

IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick
up. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans
find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7:
1-833-426-0193

SURPLUS ITEMS

Gadsden State Community College
will now be selling all Surplus items
on Govdeals.com.

Anyone interested in purchasing can
go to Govdeals.com, register as a
bidder, type in
Gadsden State Community College
in the search engine and view all the
items we have for sale.

All items are sold As is.

JMMUNIZATIONDIISION
The Etowah County Health Department has been operating with a fee schedule adopted from November 16, 2007. Almost two decades later,
the county has experienced a noticeable rise in the cost of various goods and services. Etowah County is no exception. With that in mind, the
ECHD is revising the fee schedule that more accurately reflects the increased cost of operations.
The adjusted fees for ECHD will align more closely with current fees of those within the district. The updated fees are also within the
recommended range of fees according to the Alabama Department of Public Health’s Schedule of Proposed Environmental Fees for County
Health Departments with Local Fee Bills. The fee schedule will result in an increase in most fees, but several will remain unchanged, and
some fees will be reduced. The Division reviewed each fee to create a fee schedule that is equitable to the business and individuals, and
better addresses the time invested by the department for each service.
The fees associated with the two largest programs within the Environmental Division; the food and onsite programs were the most modified.
With the new schedule, the fee structure for food establishment permits will be based on the Priority Category instead of annual gross
revenue. This will result in a potential increase in fees for many food establishments permits.
Following a detailed analysis and careful consideration, we have created an updated fee schedule that is representative of the current costs
associated with our industry while also being fair and reasonable to the public we serve. The date for implementation of these proposed fees
is September 1, 2026.
Etowah County Environmental Fee Schedule
SERVICE CODE | DESCRIPTION OLD FEE NEW FEE
Onsite/Septic
602 Conventional Application Sewage Permit $100 $200
604 Engineered Application Sewage Permit $200 $200
605 EXPEDITED Application Sewage Permit (Additional Fee) New Fee $150
606 Commercial Conventional Application Sewage Permit $200 $300
610 Commercial Engineer Application Sewage Permit $300 $300
615 EXPEDITED Commercial Application Sewage Permit (Additional Fee) New Fee $150
636 Sewage Tank Pumper Truck Permit Appt. Per Vehicle $50 $100
638 Application for Septic Tank Manufacturer per Model/Series $250 $250
641 Application for Solid Waste Transfer Station or Solid Waste Processing Facility $250 $300
643 Solid Waste Exemption Permit: Individual Household (Fee established by Code §22-27-3(g)) $10 $10
644 Solid Waste Exemption Permit Appt. Per Vehicle $100 $100
645 Application for Land Application/Septage Permit $250 $300
620 Large Flow System/Development (Part 1) $250 $300
622 Large Flow System/Development (Part 3) (+$30 per lot) $300+ $300+
681 Late Penalty Fee Charge (postmarked past due date) $35-$70 $75
Health Permits
Food
631 Temporary Food Service Permit Application-Per Event -14 days or less $75 $100
648 Food Processors Priority Category 1 based on rules/risk $200 $300
649 Food Processors Priority Category 2 based on rules/risk $300 $400
666 Food Service Establishment - Cat. 1 New Fee $100
668 Food Service Establishment - Cat. 2 $75 $150
670 Food Service Establishment - Cat. 3 $200-$500 $500
672 Food Service Establishment - Cat. 4 $200-$500 $600
677 Mobile Food Units $100 $200
Body Art
625 Temporary License Tattoo Facility (Fee set by Code of Alabama §22-17A-3) $50 $50
653 Body Art Facility Initial $200/New Facility $250 (Fees set by Code of Alabama §22-17A-3) $200-$250 $200-$250
655 Body Art Operators $100 $100
Lodging
659 Hotel/Motel 01-25 rooms $200 $300
660 Hotel/Motel 26 or more rooms $300 $400
664 Resident and Day Camps $50-$100 $150
Other
633 All Plan Review Requests $100 $200
681 Late Penalty Fee Charge (postmarked past due date) $35-375 $75
685 Inspection Request (Not Governed by Regulations) $100 $100
699A Environmental Fine-Grease trap lid law (Fees set by Code of Alabama §22-20-5.2) $100 $100
Other
618 Private Water Consult -Homeowner Takes Sample $15 $15
619 Water Sample -Env. Takes Sample $30 $50
626 Cemetery Review $100 $150
635 Records Search $5 $25
657 Copies-copy fee (per page-electronic or paper) $1 $2
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