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Gaston High principal Brenden Perry 
focuses on relationships and culture

By Karla McArthur
Reporter

New Gaston High School principal 
Brenden Perry is entering the 2026-27 
school year with a vision centered on 
relationships, school pride and student 
success.

Perry, who has 11 years of experience 
in education, holds bachelor's and mas-
ter's degrees from Jacksonville State 
University and is National Board Certi-
fied in Early/Middle Childhood Literacy. 
His career includes bookkeeping, class-
room teaching and most recently serving 
as assistant principal at West End High 
School.

Although stepping into the principal's 
role comes with challenges, Perry said he 
is eager to lead Gaston High.

"I have heard many describe that be-
coming a principal is like 'drinking from 
a firehose,'" Perry said. "There is so much 
to do, but I have never been more excit-
ed to start a school year and truly get to 
know our students on a personal level."

Throughout the summer, Perry said 
he has focused on building relationships 
and establishing a strong school culture. 
Drawing inspiration from the Gaston 
High alma mater, the school has adopted 
the motto, "United in Truth," while pro-
moting the "Bulldog Mentality."

Gaston - Page A2

Minth breaks ground on $430 million 
project at former steel mill site

Minth Group Limited, 
along with the City of Gads-
den, broke ground Monday at 
the former steel mill in Gads-
den for what will be the glob-
al company’s largest campus.

The international auto-
motive supplier is investing 
more than $430 million at 
the 400-acre site that was 
the previous location for Re-
public Steel and Gulf States 
Steel. The new facility will 
create more than 1,300 jobs.

“This groundbreaking is 
another exciting step into the 
future for both Gadsden and 
Minth,” said Mayor Craig 
Ford. “We’re continuing to 
raise the quality of life around 
the city with riverfront devel-
opment and projects like the 

Gadsden Athletic Center, and 
Minth is a cornerstone for 
jobs and industry.

“We’re thrilled to have 
them as part of our commu-
nity,” he said.

“What started as a family 
business has now grown to 
be one of the top 100 auto 
suppliers in the world,” said 
Esther Chin, CEO of Minth 
Group. “Today we celebrate 
a new milestone, breaking 
ground on what is the larg-
est land footprint Minth has 
globally. Gadsden is now part 
of the Minth family and we 
couldn’t be more excited to 
make this a flagship location 
for our growth in the United 
States.”

Greer Building Contractors 

of Gadsden, one of the lead-
ing builders in the state, has 
been selected for the project 
and plans to begin work in 
the coming weeks.

"Today's groundbreaking 
represents another significant 
milestone as Minth Group 
advances toward beginning 
production in 2027,” said Da-
vid Hooks, CEO of the Gads-
den-Etowah Industrial De-
velopment Authority. “Since 
acquiring the site in March, 
the company has made re-
markable progress in trans-
forming the former steel mill 
into a state-of-the-art auto-
motive manufacturing facil-
ity, demonstrating its strong 
commitment to both the proj-
ect and our community."

Hooks also said the signifi-
cance of this investment also 
extends well beyond the re-
development of the property 
itself.

"It will serve as a cata-
lyst for economic growth 
throughout Gadsden, Etowah 
County, and the broader 
Northeast Alabama region,” 
he said. “We are proud that 
Minth Group has selected 
Gadsden as the location to 
expand its North American 
operations, and we look for-
ward to supporting the com-
pany's continued success 
while fostering the lasting 
economic opportunities this 
transformational investment 
will create for generations to 
come."

Photo courtesy of City of Gadsden

Bridge replacement closes portion 
of road in north Etowah County
By Kaitlin Hoskins

News Editor

Motorists traveling along State Route 
205 in Etowah County should prepare 
for a year-long road closure as the Al-
abama Department of Transportation 
(ALDOT) begins work to replace a 
102-year-old bridge over the Alabama & 
Tennessee River Railway.

The closure began Monday, Aug. 3 
and is expected to last until fall 2027 
while crews complete the nearly $4.9 
million bridge replacement and roadway 
realignment project.

The construction zone will extend 
from north of Old Guntersville Gadsden 
Road to just south of Waterline Road, 

near Sardis City. During the project, Old 
Guntersville Gadsden Road and Water-
line Road will also be closed where they 
intersect with SR-205.

The project, awarded to Rogers 
Group, includes replacing the aging 
bridge, which was originally built in 
1924. The existing structure measures 
92 feet long and 19 feet wide. It will be 
replaced with a modern bridge measur-
ing approximately 120 feet long and 40 
feet wide, providing two 12-foot travel 
lanes and 8-foot shoulders to improve 
safety and accommodate traffic more 
effectively. Bridge subcontractor Miller 
& Miller will construct the new bridge.

In addition to the bridge replacement, 
crews will realign portions of SR-205 

and Old Guntersville Gadsden Road to 
improve roadway geometry and traffic 
flow.

ALDOT has established an official 
detour for the duration of the project. 
Commercial vehicles are required to 
follow the designated route using State 
Route 168 through Boaz to U.S. High-
way 431 and back to SR-205. Detour 
signs will be posted to guide motorists 
through the area.

The bridge replacement is part of 
ALDOT Project No. BR-0205(507), 
which carries a construction cost of 
$4,881,200. Officials say the investment 
will provide a safer, wider crossing and 
improve travel along the corridor for de-
cades to come.



"Bulldogs don't chase adversity; they stand prepared to 
overcome it," Perry said, adding that he wants students to 
develop resilience both inside and outside the classroom.

Perry said he is excited about welcoming new staff mem-
bers and working alongside Gaston Elementary Principal 
Hollie Sewell and Highland Elementary Principal Lori 
Moss to strengthen the school's feeder pattern.

"My favorite part of being a school leader is when stu-
dents realize their potential," he said, noting the many op-
portunities available to graduates pursuing college, careers 
or military service.

Perry acknowledged that Gaston High faces unique 
funding challenges as the only Etowah County high school 
without municipal support but expressed gratitude for local 
leaders, businesses and churches that help meet students' 
needs.

He credited former principals Dr. Charlie Parker and 
Tanya Clark with shaping his leadership philosophy, em-
phasizing high expectations, intentionality, trust and per-
sistence.

Perry also expressed gratitude to former Etowah County 
Schools superintendent Dr. Alan Cosby, incoming superin-
tendent Julie Talton, and Tisha Howell for their leadership, 
guidance and support.

Among his professional accomplishments are earning 
National Board Certification, the 2025 Alabama ASCD 
Emerging Leader Award and the 2026 Etowah Chamber 
Excellence in K-12 Administration Award.

For aspiring administrators, Perry encouraged stepping 
outside familiar environments to grow as leaders.

"There is reward in stretching your limits and learning 
from places that you have never been before," he said. 
"You can make your school community stronger by mak-
ing connections, building relationships and learning from 
those outside of your comfort zone."
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Nine Etowah County proj-
ects will share $75,331.29 
in FY2026 grants distrib-
uted through Coosa Val-
ley Resource Conservation 
and Development Council, 
funding everything from 
fire department rescue gear 
to a new outdoor classroom, 
according to a press release 
from the council.

The grants were an-
nounced during a celebra-
tion at Hokes Bluff High 
School attended by legisla-
tors, community leaders and 
grant recipients.

Public safety
Gadsden Fire Depart-

ment: $9,000 for water 
rescue equipment to help 
personnel respond to water-
related emergencies.

New Union Volunteer 
Fire Department: $15,000 
toward a LifePak 15 defi-
brillator and patient moni-
tor for emergency medical 
calls.

Attalla Fire Rescue: 
$6,361.78 for technical res-
cue equipment and stabiliz-
ing struts used to secure ve-
hicles and structures during 
rescues.

Schools and education
Gadsden State Commu-

nity College: $7,469.51 to 
furnish the courtyard at its 
Advanced Manufacturing 
Center with benches, picnic 
tables and other features for 
students and visitors. The 
center has enrolled hun-
dreds of students and drawn 
thousands of visitors since 
opening, according to the 
college’s president.

Hokes Bluff High School: 
$5,000 to upgrade the audi-
torium sound system, used 
for school programs, band 
events, athletics and the 
school’s annual Veterans 
Day program.

Gaston High School: 
$7,500 for a project on the 
scientific method and sci-
entific laws, using hands-on 
learning resources.

Carlisle Elementary 
School: $5,000 to build an 
outdoor classroom for in-
struction and hands-on ac-
tivities.

Community and 
recreation

Windy Van Hooten 
Teaching Garden: $15,000 
for the countywide Get Out-

side Initiative, supporting 
outdoor learning for resi-
dents and students.

City of Hokes Bluff: 
$5,000 toward a girls soft-
ball training facility.

Sen. Andrew Jones, R-
Centre, thanked recipients 

for identifying needs in their 
communities and applying 
for funding, noting many 
more applicants than avail-
able dollars.

“There are probably a 
hundred more great ideas 
like this that we would love 

to fund, but it is a matter 
of stretching dollars and 
cents,” Jones said.

Rep. Mark Gidley, R-
Gadsden, echoed the sen-
timent, crediting relation-
ships among legislators, 
organizations and commu-

nity leaders for making the 
projects possible.

Coosa Valley RC&D 
serves an 11-county region, 
working with legislators, 
schools, municipalities and 
nonprofits to fund commu-
nity projects.

Courtesy of Gretchen Covington with Coosa Valley RC&D

Nine Etowah County projects split $75,331 in FY2026 grants

Cyclosporiasis outbreak continues
By Kaitlin Hoskins

News Editor

Alabama health officials 
are reporting an increase 
in cases of cyclosporiasis, 
an intestinal illness caused 
by the parasite Cyclospora 
cayetanensis, as investi-
gators continue to trace 
the source of infestations 
linked to restaurant out-
breaks and contaminated 
produce.

According to the Ala-
bama Department of Public 
Health (ADPH), the state 
had reported 85 cases of 
cyclosporiasis as of Aug. 
3, an increase from the 
28 cases reported just two 
weeks earlier on July 20. 
Of the 85 cases, 78 have 
been laboratory confirmed.

Health officials said eight 
cases involved interna-
tional travel. Twenty-two 
illnesses have been linked 
to two Mexican-style res-
taurant chains in Alabama. 
An additional four cases 
are connected to the mul-
tistate Taco Bell outbreak, 
and four more have been 
linked to a Mexican-style 
restaurant chain in Florida.

Northern Alabama con-
tinues to account for the 
majority of illnesses with 
61 reported cases. Other 
cases have been identified 

in other regions of the state, 
but in smaller numbers.

Federal health officials, 
including the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration, 
have linked a multistate 
outbreak to certain lots of 
shredded iceberg lettuce 
served at Taco Bell restau-
rants in Indiana, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Ohio and West 
Virginia. While Alabama 
now has four cases asso-
ciated with that outbreak, 
investigators are working 
to determine the source of 
additional illnesses.

Cyclospora infestations 
are most commonly re-
ported in the United States 
between May and August 
and are typically associated 
with eating contaminated 
fresh produce, including 
basil, cilantro and leafy 
greens such as lettuce. 
There is also a risk of infes-
tation associated with snow 
peas, berries and melons.

Cyclosporiasis is a gas-
trointestinal illness that 
commonly causes pro-
longed watery diarrhea, 
fatigue and loss of appe-
tite. Other symptoms may 
include stomach cramps, 
bloating, nausea and 
weight loss. Symptoms 
typically develop about 

one week after exposure 
but can begin anywhere 
from two days to more than 
two weeks after exposure. 
Without treatment, illness 
can last several days to a 
month or longer.

“If you cannot keep 
anything down, go to the 
hospital,” said Dr. Nicolas 
Bordas, an infectious dis-
ease specialist in Gadsden. 
“The biggest concern is de-
hydration, especially in in-
fants and elderly individu-
als. If you notice their eyes 
are sunken in or their skin 
stays raised after pinching, 
seek medical care as soon 
as possible.”

In addition to young 
children and older people, 
Bordas said those most at 
risk of severe illness are 
people receiving chemo-
therapy or immunotherapy 
treatments, those with HIV 
and individuals with other 
immune-compromising ill-
nesses.

The infestation can be 
treated with trimethoprim-
sulfamethoxazole (TMP-
SMX), a combination an-
tibiotic medication. The 
general course of the treat-
ment includes one dose, 
twice a day, for seven days.

“If you are allergic to 
sulfa, or cannot take it for 
some reason or another, the 

treatment is what is known 
as ‘supportive care’,” Bor-
das said. “That includes in-
creased fluids and rest.”

Bordas, an independent 
member of the medical 
staff at Gadsden Regional 
Medical Center, said the 
hospital has not yet treated 
anyone diagnosed with cy-
closporiasis during this on-
going outbreak. 

The ADPH advises any-
one experiencing symp-
toms to contact a health-
care provider and request 
testing specifically for Cy-
clospora, as routine stool 
tests may not detect the 
parasite. Patients may also 
be asked to provide infor-
mation about foods they 
consumed during the two 
weeks before becoming ill 
to assist in tracking the out-
break.

Health officials rec-
ommend washing hands 
thoroughly with soap and 
water, rinsing fresh fruits 
and vegetables under run-
ning water before eating 
or preparing them, and 
avoiding recalled lettuce 
products. Because washing 
alone may not eliminate 
Cyclospora, cooking pro-
duce to at least 158 degrees 
Fahrenheit is effective in 
killing the parasite.

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

Prior to entering Prior to entering 
any Alabama school any Alabama school 
or child care center, or child care center, 

an up-to-date an up-to-date 
Certificate of Certificate of 

Immunization must Immunization must 
be submitted for be submitted for 

each child.each child.

First Friday returns
Downtown Gadsden hosts First Friday on August 7 

from 5:00 to 8:00pm. Visitors can explore Broad Street 
and beyond for dining, shopping, classic cars, live mu-
sic, and the arts. 

Broad Street will be closed to automobile traffic at 
3:00 pm to allow classic cars, live music and food ven-
dors to set up. Cars should not park in the middle of the 
street until 3:30 when Broad Street is completely closed 
from 1st - 7th streets.

Entertainment will include Sherwood Seven at 2nd 
and Broad, Slow Burn at 3rd and Broad, Tad of Jazz 
at 4th and Broad, and Ramblin’ Rickey Tate at 5th and 
Broad. Gadsden City High School will be set up at Patri-
ots Park on 4th and Broad Streets handing out balloons, 
candy, and fans.

"We're expecting another great turnout for August First 
Friday and want to remind everyone to be weather-aware 
and stay hydrated as they enjoy downtown and support 
our local businesses," said Kay Moore, DGI director.

 Don’t forget to include a visit to the Gadsden Mu-
seum of Art and The Mary G Hardin Center for Cultural 
Arts to see the great exhibits on display.  

The guidelines for First Friday include no pets, no 
personal coolers or glass containers, no skateboards or 
roller blades and no advertising or fundraising. 

For additional information, please call 256.547.8696 
or visit downtowngadsden.com  
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My Home's in Alabama: The Ran-
dy Owen Story follows the journey 
of the Jax State alumnus, trustee and 
country music legend

Alabama Public Television will air 
My Home's in Alabama: The Randy 
Owen Story on Saturday, Aug. 8, at 
7 p.m.

Produced by Jacksonville State 
University's Longleaf Studios, the 
documentary chronicles the life and 
career of Jax State alumnus and 
Board of Trustees member Randy 
Owen, from his childhood on Look-
out Mountain and his years as a first-
generation college student at Jack-
sonville State to his rise as the lead 
singer and songwriter of the legend-
ary country music group Alabama, 
according to a press release from Jax 
State.

The statewide broadcast marks the 
documentary's television debut fol-

lowing its premiere during the grand 
opening celebration of the Randy 
Owen Center for the Performing Arts 
earlier this year.

Co-directed by Dr. Seth Johnson 
and Will Payne, and produced by 
Emily Duncan, the documentary was 
created with assistance from stu-
dents in Jax State's Film, Theatre, 
Art and Communication programs, 
who served on the production crew as 
part of Longleaf Studios' experiential 
learning model.

The documentary traces Owen's 
journey from working on his family's 
farm in Fort Payne to becoming an 
international music artist, according 
to the release. It explores the influ-
ences that shaped his songwriting, 
including church music, gospel sing-
ings, family harmonies and his love 
of literature while studying English 
at Jacksonville State. Viewers also 

follow the evolution of the band from 
its early days performing in Myrtle 
Beach as Young Country and Wild 
Country to its emergence as Alabama.

While celebrating Owen's career, 
the film also highlights his endur-
ing connection to his home state and 
Jacksonville State University, where 
he currently serves on the Universi-
ty's Board of Trustees.

Students collaborate with faculty 
and industry professionals on pro-
ductions that prepare them for careers 
in the creative arts and media, high-
lighting the hands-on learning oppor-
tunities available through Jax State's 
College of Arts, Humanities, and Sci-
ences, the release said. 

My Home's in Alabama: The Ran-
dy Owen Story will air statewide on 
Alabama Public Television on Satur-
day, Aug. 8, at 7 p.m.

Rick’s Discount Drugs celebrated 50 years of service to the Attalla community on Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2026. Mayor 
Larry Means, members of the city council, Chamber ambassadors, Chamber leadership and members of the com-
munity came together for a special ribbon cutting ceremony, hot dogs, merchandise giveaway and more. 

Lotlinx appoints Gadsden 
native as president, CFO

Lotlinx, the inventory performance 
intelligence company for automotive 
retail, announced the appointment of 
George D. King, III as President & 
Chief Financial Officer. King joins the 
company’s executive leadership team 
and will oversee finance, operations, 
human resources, legal, and corporate 
development while partnering closely 
with Chairman & CEO Len Short and 
the Board of Directors to guide cor-
porate strategy, capital allocation, and 
long-term growth.

King was a 1994 honors graduate of 
Gadsden High School. He is the son of 
the late Lynn Hawkins King and the 
late George D. King Jr. of Gadsden.

King joins Lotlinx with more than 
25 years of executive leadership ex-
perience spanning Fortune 500 com-
panies and global investment banking. 
Throughout his career, he has led corpo-
rate strategy, mergers and acquisitions, 
capital allocation, and transformational 
initiatives for some of the world’s larg-
est industrial organizations.

Most recently, King served on the ex-
ecutive leadership teams of both Alcoa 
and Carrier Global, reporting directly to 
the CEO at each company. At Alcoa, he 
helped lead one of the industry’s most 
significant corporate transformations, 
overseeing acquisitions, divestitures, 
portfolio optimization, and the com-
pany’s eventual separation into Alcoa, 
Arconic, and Howmet Aerospace. At 
Carrier, he directed global corporate 
development efforts and helped prepare 
the company for its successful separa-
tion from United Technologies.

Earlier in his career, King held in-

vestment banking positions with Credit 
Suisse First Boston, Lazard, and Lehm-
an Brothers. Across his career, he has 
served as principal or advisor on more 
than 40 completed transactions total-
ing more than $150 billion in aggregate 
value across 14 countries. His extensive 
experience has also earned him recog-
nition in Washington, D.C., as he was 
selected by the President of the United 
States as one of three finalists in 2025 
for Chairman and President of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States.

“George is exactly the kind of leader 
we need as Lotlinx enters its next chap-
ter,” said Len Short, Chairman & CEO 
of Lotlinx. “His experience building 
world-class organizations, executing 
complex business transformations, and 
creating long-term shareholder value 
will help us strengthen the operational 
and financial foundation needed to sup-
port our continued growth. As agentic 
AI modernizes automotive retail from 
data analysis to autonomous action, 
George’s leadership will be instrumen-
tal in helping Lotlinx scale responsibly 
while continuing to innovate.”

“I've known George for more than 
25 years and have watched him build 
an extraordinary career,” said Doug 
Schrier, Managing Partner of Rem-
brandt Venture Partners and a member 
of the Lotlinx Board of Directors. “He 
combines exceptional financial acumen 
with the leadership qualities that build 
enduring companies. We're excited 
to welcome him to Lotlinx at such an 
important stage in the company's evo-
lution.”

“Lotlinx has built a truly differenti-

ated platform that is redefining how 
dealers manage inventory and drive 
profitability,” said King. “The oppor-
tunity to help shape the next phase of 
the company's growth, particularly as 
agentic AI creates entirely new possi-
bilities for automotive retail, is incred-
ibly exciting. I look forward to working 
alongside Len and the leadership team 
to strengthen the organization and help 
position Lotlinx for long-term success.”

As President & Chief Financial Of-
ficer, King will focus on strengthening 
the company's operational discipline, 
enhancing organizational alignment, 
supporting strategic investments, and 
building the financial and leadership 
infrastructure needed to accelerate 
Lotlinx's continued expansion. His 
appointment comes as the company 
broadens its AI capabilities beyond 
inventory optimization into a compre-
hensive agentic AI platform designed 
to help dealerships make faster, more 
intelligent business decisions.

Rick’s celebrates 50 years



Gadsden State Community College and 
Jacksonville State University have signed 
a transfer pathway agreement designed to 
help graduates of workforce-focused asso-
ciate degree programs continue their edu-
cation and earn a bachelor's degree.

"At Gadsden State, we are committed 
to creating opportunities that help our stu-
dents keep moving forward," Alan Smith, 
president of Gadsden State Community 
College, said in a press release. "Upon 
completing an Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree at Gadsden State, many stu-
dents begin successful careers, while oth-
ers choose to continue their education.”

The agreement establishes a streamlined 
transfer pathway for students who com-
plete one of 28 Associate of Applied Sci-
ence (A.A.S.) degree programs at Gadsden 
State and wish to pursue a Bachelor of Arts 
in Integrated Studies at Jax State, accord-
ing to the release. 

The partnership allows eligible students 
to transfer both their general education 
coursework and applicable technical spe-
cialty credits, creating an efficient path to-
ward bachelor's degree completion. 

“Jax State and Gadsden State share a 
commitment to creating opportunities for 
students, and this partnership expands 
those opportunities,” Jax State President, 
Don Killingsworth Jr., said. “Together, we 

have created what we believe is a first-of-
its-kind pathway in Alabama, ensuring that 
every eligible Gadsden State graduate, re-
gardless of their field of study, has a seam-
less pathway to continue their education 
and earn a bachelor's degree at Jax State. 
That's a win for students, our institutions 
and the workforce needs of our region.”

The pathway includes programs span-
ning healthcare, engineering technologies, 
manufacturing, business, public service, 
information technology and other high-
demand workforce fields. 

Students completing degrees in areas 
such as emergency medical services, in-
dustrial automation, mechatronics, radiog-
raphy, child development, computer sci-
ence technology and precision machining 
will be among those eligible to continue 
their education through the agreement. 

In addition to transferring technical spe-
cialty coursework within university guide-
lines, students will receive credit for ap-
plicable general education courses through 
Alabama Transfers, helping reduce dupli-
cation and accelerate progress toward a 
bachelor's degree. Each student's transcript 
will be evaluated individually to maximize 
transferable credit. 

The agreement also commits both insti-
tutions to working collaboratively to edu-
cate students about the new pathway and 

coordinate outreach opportunities for par-
ticipating academic programs. 

“This pathway agreement supports both 
by creating a clear route to a bachelor's 
degree, whether students transfer immedi-
ately or decide to return to college later in 
their careers,” Smith said. “By recognizing 

the value of their career technical educa-
tion and awarding credit for their com-
pleted degree, this partnership streamlines 
the path to a bachelor's. Together, we are 
expanding opportunities for our students 
while strengthening the workforce and the 
communities we serve." 

The National Association 
of Biology Teachers (NABT) 
named Jason Russell, Southside 
High School teacher, the 2026 
Outstanding Biology Teacher 
Award (OBTA) for Alabama.

Presented annually since 1961, 
the Outstanding Biology Teacher 
Award honors exceptional biol-
ogy educators from each U.S. 
state, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, U.S. territories and 
Canada who have made sig-
nificant contributions to biology 
education and student learning, 
according to their website. Re-
cipients are selected based on 
teaching excellence, experience, 
innovation, leadership, positive 
student-teacher relationships and 
service to their schools and com-
munities.

Russell teaches AP Biology, 
Honors Biology and General Bi-
ology at Southside, where he is 
beginning his 11th year. He be-
gan his 25-year career working 
with youth on juvenile probation, 
providing individual, group and 
family counseling to help stu-
dents get back on track academi-
cally and behaviorally.

“I wanted to be on the front 
side of a student’s behavioral life 
rather than the back side, where 
they experienced court related 
issues,” Russell said in an email 
to the Messenger. “I believe that 
kids are more than the mistakes 
that they have made. We all need 
second and third chances in life.”

That experience still shapes his 
classroom today, he said. Rus-
sell keeps a drawing given to him 
years ago by a student in the at-
risk program who was later sent 

to adult prison, a reminder he 
shares with current students.

“The decisions we make have 
lasting impacts,” Russell said. 
“We are all one decision away 
from changing our lives, or 
someone else’s life, forever.”

A lifelong learner, Russell ac-
tively pursues professional learn-
ing opportunities to strengthen 
both his content knowledge and 
instructional practices. He also 
serves as a teacher leader, men-
toring student teachers 

“It is very satisfying to see 
practicum students become suc-
cessful in their own classrooms,” 
Russell said. “I try to demon-
strate how to set purposeful goals 
for our class and how to strate-
gize a plan for success. I encour-
age our future leaders to connect 
with excellent professional lead-
ers to assist in developing their 
classroom skills. I tell student 
teachers that we should teach ev-
ery student like they are our own 
kids.”

Russel encourages his students 
to develop their own leadership 
skills through the school’s Sci-
ence Club, where student leaders 
organize events connecting class-
mates with STEM professionals 
from across the state, he said.

“We have had a number of 
students come back and share 
their success stories with cur-
rent students,” Russel said. “It is 
awesome to have students plan 
meaningful events for the better-
ment of their peers.”

Connecting biology to the 
world around his students, Rus-
sel incorporates relevant, real-
world examples that help stu-

dents understand the importance 
of science in their daily lives. 

“Over the last 10 years, Bio-
technology has exploded,” Rus-
sel said. “The classrooms and the 
labs are more computerized than 
ever. The biggest challenge over 
the last 10 years in science is that 
there is constant change in new 
discoveries covering the con-
cepts of health care, agriculture 
and education.”

His commitment extends be-
yond the classroom through vol-
unteer work collecting migratory 
game bird data, modeling scien-
tific curiosity, civic engagement 
and lifelong learning.

Russell learned of his nomi-
nation for the award, which was 
submitted anonymously by a col-
league in the teaching communi-
ty, and involved his students di-
rectly in the application process, 
including proofreading and video 
submissions.

“Without them, I would not be 
in this position,” Russell said. “I 
believe that the OBTA award is 
a great indicator that our school, 
district and educational region 
has great things going on within 
our classrooms. It isn’t just my 
classroom. Our schools are full 
of excellent teachers.”

Russell credited community 
mentors and his Christian faith, 
developed through relationships 
formed early in his life, as cen-
tral to his motivation to serve 
students.

Russell will be formally rec-
ognized during the National As-
sociation of Biology Teachers 
Professional Development Con-
ference in Dallas, Texas, in Octo-

ber. As part of the award, he and 
the school will receive honorary 
certificates, and Russell will re-
ceive a gift certificate from Caro-
lina Biological Supply Company 
and a complimentary one-year 
NABT membership.

“The National Association of 
Biology Teachers is proud to rec-
ognize Jason Russell’s outstand-
ing contributions to life science 
education,” said Jennifer Hutchi-

son, Alabama OBTA director in a 
press release. “Jason exemplifies 
the qualities of an exceptional 
educator through his dedication 
to students, commitment to pro-
fessional growth and leadership 
within Alabama’s science educa-
tion community. His impact ex-
tends well beyond his classroom, 
making him a truly deserving re-
cipient of the 2026 Outstanding 
Biology Teacher Award.”
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Jason Russell named Alabama’s 2026 Outstanding Biology Teacher

Gadsden State, Jax State sign transfer agreement for technical degree graduates



By Andrea Tinker 
Alabama Reflector

Democratic gubernatorial 
nominee Doug Jones outraised 
Republican nominee Sen. Tom-
my Tuberville in June and July, 
according to recent campaign fil-
ings, but Tuberville retains a con-
siderable edge in overall cash. 

According to campaign finance 
reports filed on Tuesday, Jones 
raised $622,000 in July to Tu-
berville’s $290,000.  Jones also 
outraised Tuberville in June with 
nearly $486,000 to Tuberville’s 
$415,000.

However, Tuberville retains 
a major edge in cash on hand, 
thanks in part to a steady stream 
of donations of $25,000 or more. 
As of July 31, Tuberville’s cam-
paign had $9.2 million. Jones had 
$1.7 million.

Tuberville’s campaign man-
ager, Jordan Doufexis, touted the 
senator’s overall fundraising ef-
forts in an email on Wednesday.

“Coach (Tuberville) has raised 
$13.7 million. Unlike Doug 
Jones, Coach has also accepted 
ZERO PAC (political action com-
mittee) money,” the statement 
said. “Coach has been busy rep-
resenting Alabama in the United 
States Senate. We’ll begin our 
general election fundraising push 
during this August recess.”

A message seeking comment 
was left with Jones Wednesday.

Both candidates have received 
money from political action com-
mittees (PACs). Tuberville has 
gotten $10,000 from PACs to his 
campaign and Jones has received 
just over $25,000 from the orga-
nizations.

Tuberville’s PAC donations 
include $2,500 from Diversi-
fied Gas & Oil Company PAC 
last September, $2,500 from The 
Travelers Companies Inc. PAC 
in February and $5,000 from 
the Home Depot Political Ac-
tion Committee in May. He also 
received in-kind donations from 
PACs including $3,600 from 
BANKPAC last August, $7,200 
from the Alabama Trucking As-
sociation’s Truk PAC for a fun-
draising event last September 
and nearly $3,000 from Alabama 
Farm PAC in February.

Mallory Jaspers, communica-
tions director for Tuberville, said 
in an email Wednesday afternoon 
the campaign “do not solicit or 
accept PAC contributions. If they 
are sent to us, we return them but 
are still required to report them.”

Jones’ PAC donations are all 
cash and include $2,500 from 
Speak Up PAC in December; 
$1,000 from Blue Hen Federal 
PAC in December; $10 from 
Heart of Dixie Obligation PAC 
in January; $5,000 from United 
Steel Workers District 9 in Feb-
ruary; $2,500 from GoDekalb 
PAC in February; $2,500 from 

Groundwork Project PAC in 
April; $2,500 from Speak Up 
PAC in June; $5,000 from IBEW 
PAC in July; $3,000 from the 
Marengo County Democratic 
Executive Committee in July and 
$1,000 from Democratic Major-
ity Action in July.

Last month, Jones spent 
$400,000. Between December 

and July, he spent nearly $2 mil-
lion. Tuberville spent $314,000 
last month and since last May has 
spent $5 million through the end 
of July. Most campaigns begin 
major spending in the fall as the 
election approaches. 

According to campaign filings, 
Tuberville has raised $13.7 mil-
lion since he announced his can-

didacy last May while Jones has 
raised $3.6 million from Decem-
ber through the end of July.

During their campaign for the 
U.S. Senate in 2020, Jones, then 
the incumbent, outraised and out-
spent Tuberville sometimes by a 
factor of more than 3-to-1. Tuber-
ville won the election with more 
than 60 percent of the vote. 
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Former U.S. Sen. Doug Jones (left), the Democratic gubernatorial nominee, and U.S. Sen. Tommy 
Tuberville (right), the Republican gubernatorial nominee, will face each other in November. Ac-
cording to recent campaign filings, Jones has outraised his Republican nominee opponent Sen. 
Tommy Tuberville since May, but Tuberville still holds a major edge in cash on hand

Anna Barrett | Alabama Reflector

Jones outraises Tuberville in July, Tuberville still ahead

Vote Tuesday August 25, 2026

MINATRA

Paid for by Dixie Minatra for City Council ~ P.O. Box 4402 ~ Alabama City, AL. 35904

City Council District 6
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VOTE TUESDAYAUGUST 25

Approved agreement with Minth
automotive supplier to invest $430
million at the former steel plant and
create 1300+ jobs
Voted for funding for the future Gadsden
Athletic Complex located on West
Meighan next to Boys & Girls Club in
Alabama City
Partnered with city building inspectors to
identify and address abandoned and
neglected houses, as well as
homelessness - worked with street crime
task force regarding illegal drug use.  

RE-ELECT

Alabamians to vote on four statewide amendments in November
By Anna Barrett 

Alabama Reflector

The Alabama Fair Ballot Commission 
on Tuesday approved language to describe 
four statewide constitutional amendments 
that will be on the statewide ballot in No-
vember. 

The amendments, all approved by the 
Legislature this spring, range from meth-
ods to filling a vacancy in the lieutenant 
governor’s office to requiring schools to 
regularly play the National Anthem. 

The language that appears on Alabam-
ians’ ballots, chair of the commission Pat-
rick Moody said in an interview after the 
meeting, will remain identical to the lan-
guage in the bill passed by the Legislature.

“The goal of the commission was to try 
to write those on about an eighth-grade 
reading level, because that was the average 
reading level for the voters in the state,” 
Moody said during the meeting. “It sounds 
easy sometimes, but it is hard to put some-
thing that’s nonpartisan and concise.”

The explanations of the amendments 
are available on the Alabama Secretary 
of State’s website and will be available at 
polling locations on Election Day.

Statewide Amendment 1 provides for a 
method of filling a vacancy in the lieuten-
ant governor’s office, if the vacancy occurs 
more than 60 days before the next general 
election, which is usually every two years. 

The amendment, sponsored by Sen. Sam 
Givhan, R-Huntsville, passed unanimously 
in both chambers. 

It also allows the Legislature to set the 
pay of the lieutenant governor and legisla-
tive officers by joint resolution. 

Givhan said in a phone interview Tues-
day that he proposed the amendment when 
questions of Republican gubernatorial 
nominee Tommy Tuberville’s residency 
arose. He said that should there be a vacan-
cy – by death, resignation or otherwise – 
in the beginning of a four-year term, there 
was no way for the lieutenant governor’s 
office to be filled until the next midterm 
election.

“The president pro tem of the Senate 
does not automatically become lieutenant 
governor. No one automatically becomes 
lieutenant governor,” he said. “As far as 
the president of the Senate, under our rules 
and statutes, yes, the pro tem would serve 
lieutenant governor, but the pro tem’s got a 
lot of other things to do.”

After Gov. Robert Bentley resigned in 
2017, then-Lt. Gov. Kay Ivey became the 
state’s chief executive. The lieutenant gov-
ernor’s chair remained empty until 2019; 
then-Senate President Pro Tem Del Marsh 
presided over the Alabama Senate in the 
interim. 

The amendment would allow the lieu-
tenant governor’s office to be filled without 
spending any additional taxpayer money, 
Givhan said.

“This was kind of a Band-Aid approach, 
but I’ll probably be coming back with an-
other solution when there’s more time to 
think about it,” he said. “It’s just an oppor-
tunity for the people to elect a lieutenant 
governor if there’s a vacancy during the 
last two years of the quadrennium.”

The commission unanimously adopted 
the language after some minor changes.

Statewide Amendment 2 creates a pro-
cess for county school boards of education 

to merge, and requires the State Board of 
Education to conduct an impact study be-
fore a merger. It also ensures a process for 
protest and requires a referendum election.

“We want people to know that there is 
a way for people to protest this action or 
at least have a voice in trying to stop the 
action, so it’s not an automatic merger,” 
Moody said.

According to the explainer, if at least 
25% of registered voters in an affected 
county school system submit a written 
protest, a majority of voters would need 
to approve the merge at the next general 
election. 

The amendment, sponsored by Rep. Ter-
ri Collins, R-Decatur, passed 96-2 in the 
House and unanimously in the Senate. 

A message seeking comment from Col-
lins was left Tuesday afternoon.

The commission unanimously adopted 
the language after some minor changes.

Statewide Amendment 3 would require 
Alabama school boards of education to 
adopt a policy requiring public K-12 
schools to say the Pledge of Allegiance 
daily, and allow school boards to adopt 
policies allowing student-initiated and stu-
dent-led prayer. 

Students who do not want to participate 
would be allowed to leave the classroom 
during the prayer and the pledge. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Education, 
students may pray in school as long as it 
does not disrupt school activities.

The amendment, sponsored by Rep. 
Reed Ingram, passed the House 94-4 and 
unanimously in the Senate. 

A message seeking comment from In-
gram was left Tuesday afternoon.

The commission unanimously adopted 
the language after no discussion or chang-
es.

Statewide Constitutional Amendment 4 
requires local school boards of education 
to adopt policies requiring public K-12 
schools to broadcast the first stanza of The 
Star-Spangled Banner once per week. 

Under the amendment, the national an-
them can be performed by a school-ap-
proved band, choir, vocal group or vocal-
ist, as long as they use the version archived 
by the Library of Congress. 

The amendment, sponsored by Sen. Ger-
ald Allen, R-Cottondale, passed the Senate 
22-5 and the House 75-27.

A message seeking comment from Allen 
was left Tuesday afternoon.

The commission unanimously adopted 
the language after no discussion or chang-
es.

Moody said that the commission’s work 
is challenging because they have to explain 
the amendments clearly, in a nonpartisan 
manner and at an eighth-grade reading 
level. 

“Trying to just make it simple, everyday 
language, sometimes that’s hard if you’re 
talking about things like bond issues or 
sometimes even constitutional amend-
ments,” Moody said. “That’s a complicat-
ed term, but we just try to take it and work 
with our different commission members 
and everybody’s different backgrounds, 
and try to think about our friends and fam-
ily and what they’d want to know if they’re 
voting yes or no on something.”

Voters will see all four amendments on 
the Nov. 3 ballot. Each requires a simple 
majority of votes to pass.

COUNTDOWN TO ELECTIONS
Municipal Election |Mayor, Council and School Board | Only City of Gadsden | August 25, 2026

General Election | Gubernatorial, Senate, Amendments and more | November 3, 2026
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Music Trivia Night at Baja 
Rainbow City 

Name that Tune Trivia hosted by Jason Bozeman
•	 Where: Baja California
•	 When: Second Thursday from 6 to 8 p.m.

Useless Trivia at Back Forty
•	 Where: Back Forty
•	 When: Thursday at 7 p.m.

Taste of the Town Food Truck 
Festival

•	 Where: Southside City Hall | 2255 Alabama 77, 
Southside

•	 When: Second Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.

Rainbow City Community 
Market

•	 Where: Mort Glosser Amphitheater, 90 Walnut 
Street, Gadsden

•	 When: Friday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Glencoe Farmers Market
•	 Where: Glencoe Police Department | 201 

Chastain Boulevard West, Glencoe
•	 When: Thursdays through September from 7 

a.m. to 1 p.m.

Hokes Bluff Farmers Market
•	 Where: Hokes Bluff City Hall| 3301 Alford 

Bend Road, Hokes Bluff
•	 When: Monday from 7 to 11 a.m.

•	 Where: Rainbow City Hall | 3700 Rainbow 
Drive, Gadsden

•	 When: Monday and Wednesday from 7 a.m. to 
12 p.m.

Gadsden Farmers Market

Monthly

Attalla Farmers Market
•	 Where: 3rd Street Northwest & 5th Ave. 

Northwest, Attalla
•	 When: Thursday through Aug. 13 from 7 to 11 

a.m.

Bingo Night at Pique Nique 
•	 Where: 1 River Road, Gadsden
•	 When: Friday at 7 p.m.

Bingo Night AJs 
Neighborhood Bar and Grill
•	 Where: 1582 Highway 77, Southside
•	 When: Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Third Thirsty Thursday at the 
Stone Market

•	 Where: 120 Chestnut Street, Gadsden
•	 When: Third Thursday of the month from 5:30 

to 7:30 p.m.

Open Mic Night at Blackstone 
Pub

•	 Where: 525 Broad Street, Gadsden
•	 When: Wednesday 7 to 10 p.m.

Coosa River Irish 
Session 

•	 Where:  River Rocks Landing. 1 River 
Road, Gadsden

•	 When: 5 to 8 p.m.

New Exhibits Opening at 
GMA

•	 Where: Gadsden Museum of Art | 515 
Broad Street, Gadsden, AL.

•	 When: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

August

7
August

14 

Sidewalk Sale
•	 Where:  Downtown Attalla.
•	 When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

August

8

Golf for Kids’ Sake
Big Brothers Big Sisters

•	 Where:  Silver Lakes Golf Course. 1 
Sunbelt Parkway, Gadsden

•	 When: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

August

14

New South Pro 
Wrestling XI Anniversary
•	 Where:  The Venue at Coosa Landing
•	 When: Best Fest free entry 5 to 7 p.m. 

Arena doors open at 6:30 and the event 
starts at 7:15 p.m.

August

8

August First Friday in 
Downtown Gadsden

•	 Where:  Downtown Gadsden, Broad St, 
Gadsden, AL

•	 When: 5 p.m. 

August

7

World’s Longest Yard 
Sale

•	 Where: Noccalula Falls Park, 1500 
Noccalula Road, Gadsden, AL.

•	 When: 7 a.m to 5 p.m.

August

7-8

Golden Heart Jeep Rally

•	 Where:  Rainbow City Sports Plex, 625 
Kinzie Lane, Rainbow City, AL

•	 When: 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.

August

8

“I Do Too” Bridal Show
•	 Where:  201 George Wallace Drive
•	 Gadsden, AL.
•	 When: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

August

9

Diamond Art Club

•	 Where:  Gadsden Public Library | 254 
South College Street, Gadsden, AL. 

•	 When: 4 p.m. 

August

13

Smokin’ Band
•	 Where:  Pitman Theater | 629 Broad 

Street, Gadsden, AL.
•	 When: 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

August

14

Aladdin Jr. Hosted by 
Theatre of Gadsden

•	 Where:  Gadsden State Community 
College, 1001 George Wallace Drive, 
Gadsden, AL. 

•	 When: 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

August

14

Down by the Sea 
Pageant

•	 Where:  210 At the Tracks | 210 
Locust St, Gadsden, AL. 

•	 When: 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

August

15

Dead Wrong Comedic 
Stageplay

•	 Where:  The Venue at Coosa Landing
•	 When: 5 to 7 p.m.

August

16



Have you ever dropped a library book 
into one of our book drops, heard it land 
with a familiar “thunk,” and wondered 
what happens next?                                                                     

For most people, that’s the end of the 
story. For us, it’s just the beginning.

Every day, library materials find their 
way back to us in several different ways. 
Many patrons use the convenient book 
drop located beside the front entrance of 
the Gadsden Public Library. Others pre-
fer our drive-up book drop on the rear 
side of the library along South 7th Street, 
where books and DVD movies can be re-
turned without ever leaving the comfort 
of your vehicle.

Even our Alabama City Genealogy 
Branch plays an important role. Although 
it is a specialized genealogy library with 
very few circulating books of its own, 

patrons may still return Main Library 
books and DVD movies there. Thanks 
to our regular courier—or “basket”—de-
livery system, those materials are safely 
transported back to the Main Library at 
no cost to our patrons.

No matter where an item begins its 
journey home, every returned book and 
movie eventually arrives in the Circu-
lation Department—the busiest depart-
ment in our library.

This is where the real work begins.
Circulation Manager Amy McCary 

and her outstanding team—Cait, Niki, 
Kirby, Brenda, Ashley, Ezra, and Scar-
let—carefully check in every returned 
item. Thousands of books, DVD movies, 
audiobooks, and other library materials 
pass through their hands each year.

Each item is inspected to ensure it is 
clean and in good condition. Pages are 
checked for damage, DVD cases are ex-
amined, and repairs are made whenever 
possible to extend the life of our col-
lection. If an item has seen better days, 
our staff determines whether it can be 
repaired or whether it should eventually 
be replaced.

Once a book or movie has been 
checked in, our computer system imme-
diately determines its next destination.

Sometimes, the journey ends quickly 

as the item is placed on a cart to be re-
turned to its proper shelf, waiting for the 
next patron to discover it.

But often, that’s not where the story 
ends.

Many popular titles already have an-
other reader—or movie lover—waiting. 
If someone has reserved the item through 
our online catalog at www.gadsdenli-
brary.org, it never makes it back to the 
shelf. Instead, it is carefully pulled aside, 
prepared for pickup, and the next patron 
is notified that it is ready.

Of course, not every library book has 
to make the trip home at all.

Many patrons are discovering Camel-
liaNet, our growing collection of elec-
tronic books and digital audiobooks that 
can be downloaded directly to a phone, 
tablet, or e-reader through a link on our 
website. When the lending period ends, 
there’s no book drop to visit and no due-
date worries—the digital title simply re-
turns itself automatically. It’s one more 
way today’s library combines traditional 
collections with modern technology. I’ll 
save the full story of CamelliaNet for an-
other column.

It’s easy to think of a library as simply 
a building filled with books. In reality, 
every returned item passes through the 
hands of dedicated library profession-

als who work quietly behind the scenes 
to keep our collection organized, well 
maintained, and ready for the next reader.

The next time you slide a book or DVD 
movie into one of our book drops, re-
member that its journey isn’t over.

Behind every returned library item is a 
remarkable team of people working ev-
ery day to make sure that story—or that 
favorite movie—finds its way into some-
one else’s hands.

After all, every great story deserves 
another reader, and every great movie 
deserves another audience.

Library Update: We are also pleased to 
share that the library’s elevator is once 
again in full operation after several weeks 
of repairs and safety system upgrades. 
We appreciate everyone’s patience dur-
ing the outage and look forward to wel-
coming patrons back to all four floors of 
the Gadsden Public Library.

Gadsden Public Library: 254 South 
College Street, downtown Gadsden (next 
to the U.S. Post Office). Phone: 256-549-
4699. Genealogy Branch: 2700 West 
Meighan Boulevard, Alabama City (next 
to the Ritz Theater at the corner of West 
Meighan and Wall Street). Phone: 256-
549-4688

Craig Scott is the director for the GPL.
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LIFESTYLE

Most people are aware of their feel-
ings. They know when they feel anxious, 
sad, angry, discouraged or overwhelmed. 
What many people don’t realize is that 
feelings usually do not appear out of no-
where. Before a feeling develops, there 
is often a thought. These thoughts may 
happen so quickly that we barely notice 
them, yet they play a powerful role in 
shaping our emotional experience.

The way we think about a situation of-
ten influences how we feel about it. Two 
people can go through the exact same 
event and walk away with very different 
emotions. One person may feel defeated 
while another feels motivated. The dif-
ference is not always the situation itself. 
More often, the difference is how each 
person interprets what happened.

Our thoughts act like a filter through 
which we view the world. That filter can 
affect our emotions, behaviors and even 
our relationships. For example, imagine 
making a mistake at work. One person 

might think, “I messed this up. I can 
never do anything right.” That thought 
is likely to create feelings of frustration, 
shame or self-doubt. Those feelings may 
then lead the person to withdraw, avoid 
challenges or become overly critical of 
themselves.

Another person in the same situation 
might think, “That did not go the way I 
wanted, but I can learn from it and ad-
just.” The situation is identical, but the 
emotional outcome is very different. This 
person is more likely to feel hopeful, de-
termined and capable of moving forward. 
The thought creates a different emotional 
response.

Many of our thoughts are automatic. 
They happen so quickly that we accept 
them as facts without questioning them. 
We may assume our first interpretation 
is the truth when in reality it is only one 
possible explanation. Over time, these 
automatic thoughts can become habits. 
Some people develop a habit of expect-

ing the worst. Others become highly self-
critical or assume negative outcomes be-
fore they happen. These thinking patterns 
can contribute to ongoing stress, anxiety 
and depression.

The goal is not to force yourself to think 
positively all the time. Constant positivi-
ty is unrealistic and can sometimes cause 
people to ignore real problems. Instead, 
the goal is to become more aware of your 
thoughts so you can evaluate them more 
carefully. When a difficult thought ap-
pears, it can be helpful to pause and ask 
a few questions. Is this thought accurate? 
Is it helpful? Is there another way to look 
at the situation? Could there be informa-
tion I am missing?

By slowing down and examining our 
thoughts, we create space for a more bal-
anced perspective. This does not mean 
every negative thought is wrong. It sim-
ply means we do not have to automatical-
ly believe everything our mind tells us.

Even small shifts in thinking can lead 

to noticeable changes in how we feel. 
Greater awareness of our thoughts gives 
us more control over our emotional re-
sponses and helps us approach life’s 
challenges with greater confidence and 
resilience. In the end, one of the most 
important things to remember is this: you 
do not have to believe everything you 
think.

Carrie Halladay is a Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor and the owner of Halla-
day Counseling in Gadsden. She earned 
her Master of Science in Counseling from 
Jacksonville State University in 2002. 

MindfulMindful

MomentMoment

Mindful
Moment
Carrie Halladay

How your thoughts affect your feelings

Welcome
to the
Library

Craig Scott

What happens after you return a library book?

One final editor’s note: The best is yet to come

Nana’s Attic 

Nana’s Attic
Consignment Shop

256-546-9281 ~ 429 Ewing Avenue North Gadsden, AL. 35901

Tuesday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s and Children’s shoes,
jewelry and clothing, 

Including name brands. 
Also, a variety of

household items and 
collectibles. For all your spring

and summer needs!
429 

Ewing 
Avenue 

By Kaitlin Hoskins
News Editor

Eleven years seems like a 
blink in time, while also feeling 
incredibly long. That’s what I 
was thinking this week as I pre-
pared to make one last newspa-
per. You see, dear reader, Friday, 
August 7, is my last day at The 
Messenger.

I first started my career in 
community journalism at The 
Messenger in May of 2015 as 
an intern. I was newly 19 years 
old, full of ideas and had no clue 
what I was doing. It feels like it 
was a lifetime ago. Since then, 
I have completed three college 
degrees, moved to a few differ-
ent places, worked at a handful 
of community-based newspa-
pers, lost loved ones, gained 
friends, gotten married and 
watched an eclipse. 

A lot can happen in 11 years. 
My career would be going into 
middle school about now, if it 
was a child. (Now that I have 
said that, maybe it is best to 
leave before going through the 
awkward middle school phase 
again.) I love the career I am 
leaving. I have loved meeting 
different leaders in the com-
munity and everyday people. I 
have loved learning about dif-
ferent businesses, non-profits 
and events. I have loved being 
part of wins and losses, big and 
small. I have loved witnessing 
communities come together to 
help one another after natural 
disasters and during COVID-19. 

I have never been a social 

butterfly. I remember making 
every phone call in the park-
ing lot of our Broad Street of-
fice for my entire first year on 
the job. I was afraid of my own 
voice back then, and even more 
afraid of someone else in the of-
fice hearing me stumble through 
rehearsed interview questions. 
Journalism gave me an oppor-
tunity to talk to so many people 
on a daily basis that the shyness 
was quickly replaced with quiet 
confidence.

I was not the writer I am today 
way back in May of 2015. Far 
from it. My first editor, Chris 
McCarthy, was quick to point 
out the flaws in my writing, but 
also quick to offer suggestions 
for fixing my mistakes. My 
other mentors were writers that 
did not know I existed. I would 
chew through newspaper arti-
cles from neighboring cities, as 
well as statewide writers, daily. 
I was looking for ways to im-
prove my craft. This was before 
ChatGPT came along, ruined the 
em dash and allowed everyone 
to feel like a news reporter.

Nearly five years into my 
journalism career I met my next 
great mentors, Anthony Cook 
and Ben Cunningham of The 
Anniston Star. These two taught 
me more in a matter of months 
than I had learned in classes 
over the course of four years. 
I learned how to be a leader in 
the industry by watching them. 
I studied how they spoke to re-
porters and to sources. I learned 
new lingo and techniques. I 
learned what it meant to be a 

journalist by watching so many 
talented journalists in that news-
room. I also learned the toll that 
being a daily reporter can take 
on you. Especially during the 
middle of a pandemic and presi-
dential elections.

I returned to The Messenger in 
May of 2023. I told many people 
when I returned to the paper that 
it felt like coming back home. 
It was the same, yet, somehow, 
it wasn’t. We were in a differ-
ent office building and I had a 
different title. But, the feelings 
were the same. When you report 
in the community you live in, 
you can become very emotion-
ally attached to small things 
happening around you. Plus, 
you sometimes learn about big 
things happening before anyone 
else does. You also feel an even 
stronger need to get everything 
perfectly right 100 percent of 
the time. That’s the goal always, 
but being in the community 
makes the goal feel even more 
necessary.

My first years at The Mes-
senger gave me the interest 
and the passion for community 
news. My time at The Anniston 
Star gave me the strength and 
the confidence to be a voice for 
those who are voiceless. The 
last few years at The Messenger 
have given me a renewed sense 
of responsibility to the people 
around me. I have sat through 
thousands of board meetings, 
council meetings and public 
hearings just so people in the 
community know what their 
leaders are doing. I have thor-

oughly enjoyed being the fly on 
the wall and the eyes and ears in 
a room. I never thought I would 
leave this career field — but I 
am. 

In May, I graduated from Troy 
University with a Master of 
Public Administration degree. 
The goal is to get involved in 
non-profit, policy or advocacy 
work so I can still be part of the 
community. I have always had 
a servant’s mindset. I’ve been 
told numerous times that I am 
too sensitive and too empathetic 
for my own good. I feel a strong 
desire to help communities grow 
and improve. Though the roles 
will be different — it is what 
I’ve done for the past 11 years. 
I’m ready for a change.

I have gone through many 
emotions about this decision. 
Leaving the comfort of what 
I know is hard. Change is un-
comfortable, but it should be. 
Discomfort is proof that you 
are doing something outside the 
normal structure of your life. 
The decision to change careers 
was something I agonized about 
for many months. 

My amazing husband was by 
my side offering reassurance and 
cheering me on as I took the first 
steps toward a new career. He 
was there when I received my 
acceptance letter to a graduate 
program in December of 2024 
and he was there a few weeks 
ago to watch me open my degree 
in the middle of our kitchen. He 
was the snack and water sup-
plier during study sessions that 
lasted until the wee hours of the 

morning. He was, and still is, 
one of my biggest supporters. 

I’ve been working behind 
the scenes at The Messenger to 
pass my knowledge along and 
to train those who will replace 
me. I can say — with no hesita-
tion at all — that the staff at The 
Messenger will not miss a beat 
once I am gone. Teri Chupp, our 
legals editor and overall office 
mother, has kept The Messenger 
going for years. She keeps us 
organized, on time, fed, loved, 
etc. She carried us through our 
sports coverage last year and 
never stops working. Lindsey 
Frazier, my direct replacement, 
has been a staple in our office 
for a few years now. She started 
as an intern, just like I did. She 
is a fantastic writer and has the 
ability to make everyone around 
her comfortable. She isn’t afraid 
to chase a good story and she 
can talk to anyone. Karla McAr-
thur, the most recent edition to 
our staff, is a retired educator 
and a very talented writer. She 
tells it how it is and she knows 
just about everyone who walks 
into our office. I have loved 
every minute of working with 
these incredible women. 

And you, dear reader, I have 
loved writing stories for you — 
even the ones no one reads. I 
have been just one single piece 
of a complex machine. I have 
loved it so much. Thank you for 
supporting The Messenger, and 
in turn, supporting the work that 
I did that meant so much to me. 

Keep reading. 
The best is yet to come.
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SPORTS
Alabama High School Athletics Association’s 
central control board hosts annual meeting

Client Alts
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NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES

AUTOMOTIVE, 
TOOLS & TRACTORS LAWN & GARDEN PET & LIVESTOCK 

SUPPLIES HUNTING BOOTS, CLOTHING 
& MORE!

280 North 3rd Street, Gadsden, AL 35901  |  ruralking.com/Gadsden-AL

PLUS, FREE POPCORN & WEEKLY DEALS IN-STORE 

Located in the former 
Old Gregerson’s Grocery Store

Wednesday’s annual July Cen-
tral Board of Control meeting 
was very productive for the Ala-
bama High School Athletic Asso-
ciation’s member schools.  

The AHSAA CBOC announced 
$2.2 million will be distributed 
to AHSAA member schools 
through the Steve Savarese Grant 
Program. The total payout for 
the Savarese Grants Program has 
now exceeded $30 million since 
its inception in 2009-2010.  

The Central Board also voted 
for the 35th consecutive year to 
waive the membership dues for 
all schools. That is a combined 
savings of close to $90,000 annu-
ally for the schools and over $3 
million total savings since 1991. 

“The AHSAA is proud to be 
known as one of the few state 
high school athletic associations 
in the NFHS to waive member-
ship dues currently,” said AH-
SAA Executive Director Heath 
Harmon. “The Central Board’s 
actions reflect the AHSAA’s 
continued commitment to serv-
ing and supporting our member 

schools. Through the Steve Sa-
varese Grant Program and the 
continued waiver of member-
ship dues, we are proud to return 
meaningful resources directly to 
the schools, students, and com-
munities we serve.”

The Central Board also re-
viewed and approved 2026-2027 
publications, including the AH-
SAA Handbook and AHSAA 
Sports Book. The AHSAA’s 
Legislative Council also met 
Wednesday afternoon at the AH-
SAA’s Dan Washburn Audito-
rium and approved the AHSAA 
publications and heard a review 
of the Central Board’s action.

New Central Board member 
Bart Sessions of Alma Bryant 
High School in District I was of-
ficially sworn in to his position 
on the 15-member Central Board 
of Control.

The CBOC also passed the 
following sports committee pro-
posals which will begin in 2026-
2027 season:

Baseball
• Mandated that three area 

games count toward team area 
standings

Soccer
• Changed the language on 

non-finable ejections to a dis-
qualification, not an ejection

Track and Field
• For the Indoor Track and 

Field State Meet – move to a two-
day event for classes 4A, 5A, 6A, 
Single A and Double AA, while 
Class 1A-3A will keep its meet a 
one-day event

• Will disallow marks in JV 
meets to qualify for the Indoor 
Track and Field State Meet

• The referee must be a stand-
alone position at the section meet

Tennis
• Approved the use of prede-

termined brackets for postseason 
matches

Basketball
• Any member school that does 

not have a properly mounted shot 
clock cannot host a cannot host a 
varsity contest

In other Central Board Ac-
tion:

• Heard a presentation from 

I Dream Big and Ivy Classical 
charter schools concerning join-
ing the Association as associate 
members

• Heard a presentation from 
President Matt Massey of Ala-
bama School of Cyber Technol-
ogy and Engineering concerning 
eligibility requirements

• Heard presentations from 
Mary G. Montgomery High 
School and Pell City High School 
but no action was taken

• Heard an appeal from 
Vestavia Hills High School and 
affirmed the executive director’s 
earlier ruling

• Heard an appeal from Oak 
Mountain High School and af-
firmed the executive director’s 
earlier ruling

• Heard an appeal from Selma 
High School and affirmed the ex-
ecutive director’s earlier ruling

• Approved a report from CFO 
Reagan Lowe and approved the 
following:

• 2026 Basketball Financial 
Report

• 2026 Tennis Financial Report

• 2026 Track & Field Financial 
Report

• 2026 Heptathlon and Decath-
lon Financial Report

• 2026 Soccer Financial Report
• 2026 Softball Financial Re-

port
• 2026 Baseball Financial Re-

port
• 2026 Golf Financial Report
• AHSAA Financial Statement, 

2026-2027 AHSAA Budget, AH-
SADCA Budget and AHSAA Fi-
nancial Statement 

• Approved 2026-2027 ticket 
prices

• Approved AHSAA Flag Foot-
ball Officials playoff fee

• Approved a request concern-
ing a documentary to be filmed 
for an ESPN/SEC Network pro-
duction set to be released in 2028

• Approved all AHSAA Insur-
ance Coverages

• Approved the dates for Cen-
tral Board Meetings in 2026-27: 
October 8, 2026; January 20, 
2027; April 14, 2027; July 28, 
2027.

Two local coaches 
take home honors

Seven individuals were 
recognized as “Making a 
Difference” recipients last 
month at the 2026 AHSAA 
Championship Coaches 
Awards banquet held at the 
Montgomery Renaissance 
Hotel and Convention 
Center.  Other honorees in-
cluded every state champi-
onship coach in every sport 
as well as regional and sec-
tional winners.

There were also indi-
vidual NFHS Coaches As-
sociation State Coach of 
the Year winners as well in 
each sport.

Local NFHS Coaches As-
sociation State Coach of the 
Year winners:

Shawanna Roper of 
Etowah High School 
(Bowling)

Randy Vice of Southside 
High School (Boys Soccer)

The NFHS also awarded 
Sectional Coaches of the 
Year given to outstand-
ing coaches in the states 
of Alabama, Florida, Geor-
gia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Car-
olina and Tennessee which 
make up Section 3.  Shawa-
nna Roper of Etowah took 
sectional honors in boys 
bowling. 

Complete listings of 
schools and coaches in each 
sport can be found at www.
ahsaa.com. 

GSCC names Presley assistant coach
Gadsden State Community College 

has named Jason Presley as assistant 
coach for the women’s basketball 
program.

Presley brings nearly three decades 
of coaching experience to Gadsden 
State, including successful roles at 
Gaston, Geraldine, and Hokes Bluff. 
Throughout his coaching career, he 
has helped build competitive pro-
grams while emphasizing character, 
accountability, and team culture.

Presley's coaching journey began in 
1996 as the junior varsity boy's bas-
ketball coach at Gaston High School. 
At age 26, he became the school's 
varsity boys coach and compiled a 
91-65 record over six seasons. During 
that time, his teams won two Etowah 
County championships, two area 
championships, a regional champion-
ship, and advanced to the Final Four.

Following his success at Gaston, 

Presley coached one season at Ger-
aldine High School, where his team 
finished 19-9. He later spent 10 years 
at Hokes Bluff Middle School before 
becoming the varsity boys coach at 
Hokes Bluff High School, compil-
ing a 59-25 record in three seasons 
with an area championship and two 
Etowah County runner-up finishes.

For the past three years, Presley 
stepped away from coaching to watch 
his son, Jordan Presley, compete at 
the collegiate level.

Presley said his previous experi-
ences rebuilding programs have pre-
pared him well for his new role.

"I have been involved in rebuild-
ing basketball programs and helping 
establish a basketball culture," he 
said. "I hope to draw from those ex-
periences as we continue building the 
Gadsden State women's program."

His coaching philosophy centers on 

using basketball as a tool for personal 
growth. He expects players to main-
tain high standards both on and off the 
court.

Presley said he is excited about the 
potential of the current women’s bas-
ketball roster and the opportunity to 
contribute to the program's continued 
growth.

When not coaching, Presley enjoys 
spending time with his wife and two 
children.

"I am grateful for the opportunity 
to become a part of the women’s 
basketball program and the Cardi-
nal family as a whole," Presley said. 
"With Coach Norris's direction, we 
plan on building a program that the 
entire community will support and 
take pride in."

For more information about Gads-
den State’s women’s basketball, visit 
gocardinals.gadsdenstate.edu.
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THROUGH THE LENS

Noccalula Falls Park serves as the starting line for the “World’s Longest Yard Sale,” and by Thursday morning, that was evident. Cars lined Tabor Road  
at the top of the mountain where vendors began setting up even before the beginning of the week. This 39 year tradition stretches 690 miles, across six 
states from Gadsden to Addison, Michigan, with more than 10,000 vendors, according to its website. 

Lindsey Frazier/Messenger

Gadsden kicks off the ‘The World’s Longest Yard Sale’

All American Building SalesAll American Building Sales

Rent to Own.  No Credit  Check.
Call Byron for details

256-442-1891
701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906

Rent to Own. No Credit Check.

701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906

Highway 127 Yard Sale

Longtime friends, Candace, Rita, Selena and Theresa, started their 
journey in Gadsden before picking up a U-Haul and heading  North.

Dale Robinson, owner of Robinson’s Detail and Tint at the top of the mountain, said he doesn’t charge 
the vendors who set up on his property, and he “just lets them do their thing.”

The sale, which was es-
tablished in 1987 by Fentress 
County, Tennesse, county ex-
ecutive Mike Walker to promote 
rural travel, originally ran from 
Covington, Kentucky to Chata-
nooga. 

Alabama’s stretch of the 
sale starts in Gadsden on Ta-
bor Road, travels north through 
Collinsville on Highway 176, 
through Fort Payne on county 
road 89 and through Mentone on 
Highway 117 becfore crossing 
over into Cloudland, Georgia.

Most of the vendors are set up 
along the route, however, on a 
map provided by 127 Yard Sale 
website, there are various cities, 
and major vendor stops that par-
ticipate  in the event that require 
a little detour.

The event is held on the sec-
ond weekend of August starting 
on Thursday and ending on Sun-
day. For more information, visit 
127yardsale.com.
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COUPON 
EFFECTIVE

AUG. 7-
AUG. 8

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 4X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Crav’n Flavor 
Ice Cream
Novelties

Selected Varieties, 6-16 Ct.
ValuCard Price.....................................3.99
Digital Coupon..............................-1.00

COUPON 
EFFECTIVE

AUG. 7-
AUG. 8

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 1X IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Dietz & Watson 
Oven Classic 

or Maple Turkey
Selected Varieties, Per Lb. 

ValuCard Price....................................10.99
Digital Coupon................................-3.00

MUST PURCHASE MINIMUM 1 POUND

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally 
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single 
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities 

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2026 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901
SALE DATES: FRI., AUGUST 7 -

SAT., AUGUST 8,  2026
Sign up today at foodcity.com to receive

exclusive specials, coupons and more!

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2023 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.    

foodcity.com

@FoodCity
www.foodcity.com

4XFINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 799
With Card

FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 299
With Card1X

Food City Fresh, Whole-In-Bag
Boston Butt
Per Lb.

Made In-Store, Sliced Apple Trays,
Small Vegetable or 
Fruit Tray
Each

Selected Varieties
Kraft Chunk or
Shredded Cheese
7-8 Oz.

Selected Varieties,
Orville Redenbacher’s Popcorn (6-12 Ct.) or
TGI Fridays 
Appetizers
8-11 Oz.

Selected Varieties
Crav’n Flavor
Potato Chips
7.75-8.5 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Pasta Sauce 
(24 Oz. Can), Skillet Classics (5-8.25 Oz.) or
Food Club 
Pasta
12-16 Oz.

2
Buy

When you buy 2 in the same transaction. 
Lesser quantities are 9.99 each. 

Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

Frozen, Selected Varieties,
Eggo Waffles (8.4-14.8 Oz.) or
Boston Market 
Entrees
13-16 Oz.

Selected Varieties
King’s 
Hawaiian Rolls
12 Ct.

LIMIT

10
LBS.

1X
*MUST PURCHASE MINIMUM ONE POUND

ValuCard Price.....................................1.99
Digital Coupon...............................-0.50

Sanderson Farms
Boneless Chicken Breast

Per Lb.

COUPON 
EFFECTIVE

AUG. 7-
AUG. 8

FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 149
With Card

699
With Card 149

With Card

LIMIT

10
LBS.

199
With Card

Selected Varieties
Gatorade
8 Pk., 20 Oz. Btls.

349
With Card

499
With Card

LIMIT
4

LIMIT
4

LIMIT

4
EACH

Selected Varieties
Coffee Mate 
Creamer
32 Oz. 349

With Card

LIMIT
4

LIMIT
4

Frozen, Selected Varieties
Crav’n Flavor
Pizza
14.5-32.7 Oz. 299

With Card

199
With Card199

With Card

LIMIT
4

LIMIT
4

Selected Varieties
Nurri Protein
Milk Shake
11 Oz.

100
With Card

2/$5With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

8
EACH

399
With Card

IN THE

Bakery

Selected Varieties
Coca-Cola
Products
6 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.

4
Buy

LIMIT 4
TOTAL ITEMS

Basket & Bushel
Russet Potatoes
5 Lb.

Fresh Baked In Store
Muffins 
4 Ct. 

Selected Varieties
Smithfield
Bacon
24 Oz.

Selected Varieties,
Hawaiian Punch (Gallon) or
Hostess
Snack Cakes
10 Ct.

Selected Varieties, Cattleman’s Cut (10-12 Oz.),
Bavarian Meats Sticks (8 Ct.) or
Frito-Lay 
Multipack Chips
15-18 Ct.

Selected Varieties, Keebler Sandwich Crackers 
(8 Ct.), TownHouse Crackers (9.2-13.8 Oz.), 
Toasteds (8-8.7 Oz.)  or
Zesta Saltine
Crackers
7.5-16 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Food City 
Premium Coffee Pods (72 Ct.) or
Monster
12 Pk., 16 Oz. Cans

Selected Varieties, 
Sunny D (18 Ct.) or Frozen
Gorton’s Fish
6-24.5 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Hunt’s Snack Pack Gels 
or Pudding (4 Pk.), Food Club Fruit 
(14.5-15.25 Oz.) or
Martha White
Muffin Mix
7-7.6 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Simply Done 
Trash Bags (18-80 Ct.) or
Simply Done
Paper Towels
6 Big Rolls

Selected Varieties, El Monterey 
Burritos or Chimichangas (8 Ct.) or
Food Club Mac & 
Cheese Cups
4 Pk.

Selected Varieties
Smithfield Pork 
Filets or Tenderloin
18.4-27.2 Oz.

Try the New 
Butter Rum 

Flavor

When you buy 4 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are 8.99 each. 
Limit 1 transaction (4 total items). Discount applied as a coupon.

Customer pays sales tax.

399
With Card

249
With Card

500
With Card 499

With Card

IN THE

Bakery

699
With Card 299

With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

Selected Varieties
BodyArmor
16 Oz.

2/$5With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
10

10/$10With Card

999
With Card 269

With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

6
EACH

LIMIT

6
EACH

LIMIT

2
EACH

3/$4With Card1899
With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

599
With Card 599

With Card

Friday & Saturday
August 7 & 8

Limit 1 transaction per item per ValuCard per day. 
Discount taken as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

WHILE
SUPPLIES

LAST.
SAVE OVER

$238 IN SAVINGS
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– Now through August 15 –

1% of our 
sales back to 

Gadsden
supporting Gadsden 

Humane Society Pet Rescue
 & Adoption Center

This promotion is exclusive to the Gadsden, AL location and is not available online or at other Tractor Supply stores. Following the promotional period (August 1, 2026 through 

August 15, 2026), Tractor Supply will calculate 1% of net sales from the Gadsden location and donate that amount to the Humane Society Pet Rescue & Adoption Center.

Nearly 20 years of low prices with no added fees

Only at your Gadsden Tractor Supply Store

2900 East Meighan Blvd.
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DEVOTIONALS

Your Weekly Devotionals
This page is made possible

by the sponsors listed below.

BEANS & GREENS
Southern Buffet Cooking

10294 Centre Rd. Gadsden, AL. 35903

256-492-3267

Open Wednesday - Saturday
10:30 AM - 8 PM
Open Sunday

10:30 AM - 3 PM
Closed Monday and Tuesday

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW
Mon. - Fri: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

256-538-5850
At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11 in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW
Mon. - Fri: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

256-538-5850
At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11 in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW
Mon. - Fri: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

256-538-5850
At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11 in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11
in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

Open:

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

Open at 11 a.m.

7 days a week

blackstonepubandeatery.com | 256-543-           7473 | 525 Broad St. Gadsden

256-543-7473

Open at 11 a.m.
7 days a week!

256-543-7473

Located at
525 Broad Street
Downtown Gadsden

blackstonepubandeatery.com

The Lord is my Light & my Salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

The Lord is my Light & my Salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

116 Industrial Drive, Steele, AL 35987 256-438-8070256-438-8070
116 Industrial Drive, Steele, AL 35987

256-438-8070
“The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; 

whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

- Psalm 27:1
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Have you ever watched a group of four- or 
five-year-olds play soccer? It’s entertaining 
to say the least. Twenty kids chase one ball. 
Nobody stays in position. The goalie leaves 
the goal. Defenders become forwards. Ev-
eryone runs wherever the ball rolls. Parents 
on the sidelines yell, “Get back on defense!” 
or “Spread out!” But the children don’t un-
derstand positioning yet. They simply chase 
whatever has their attention.

The more I thought about it, the more I re-
alized that’s how many of us live our spiritual 
lives. We chase whatever rolls in front of us. 
One day it’s money. The next day it’s success. 
Then it’s recognition. Comfort. Approval. Se-
curity. We spend so much time chasing things 
that we can unknowingly stop pursuing the 
One who matters most.

The Apostle Paul understood this struggle. 
Before he met Jesus, Paul had an impres-
sive spiritual résumé. He had the right back-
ground, the right education, the right religious 
accomplishments, and the right reputation. 
If anyone could have earned God’s approval 
through performance, it was Paul. Yet after 

encountering Christ, he made a remarkable 
statement: “I count everything as loss because 
of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Je-
sus my Lord.” (Philippians 3)

Paul discovered something life-changing. 
Knowing about God is not the same as know-
ing God. That realization changed the direc-
tion of his entire life. Later in Philippians 3, 
Paul writes these powerful words: “Not that 
I have already obtained all this... but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
took hold of me.” (Philippians 3:12)

I love Paul’s honesty. This is the man who 
planted churches, endured persecution, wrote 
much of the New Testament, and faithfully 
served Christ for years. Yet he still says, “I 
haven’t arrived.” What humility. Healthy 
Christians never stop growing because 
healthy Christians never stop pursuing Jesus.

Paul also says something else that chal-
lenges every believer: “Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I 
press on toward the goal...” (Philippians 3:13-
14) Notice he doesn’t say he forgot his past. 
He simply refused to let his past determine his 
future. His failures didn’t define him. His suc-
cesses didn’t satisfy him. His eyes were fixed 
on Jesus. That’s where many of us struggle. 
We’re trying to pursue tomorrow while living 
in yesterday.

Some people can’t move forward because 
they’re still carrying yesterday’s failures. Oth-
ers can’t move forward because they’re still 

living off yesterday’s victories. Either way, 
your focus has shifted. You cannot pursue 
God’s future while constantly looking behind 
you. Then Paul makes one statement that sim-
plifies the Christian life: “One thing I do...” 
What a powerful phrase. 

Our lives have become so complicated. 
We’re juggling careers, finances, schedules, 
hobbies, social media, sports, entertainment, 
and countless responsibilities. None of those 
things are necessarily wrong, but when too 
many things compete for first place in our 
hearts, Jesus is no longer our greatest pursuit. 
A divided heart cannot fully pursue a singular 
Savior. 

Can I ask you a personal question? If some-
one looked at your calendar...Your bank ac-
count...Your conversations...Your worries...
Your excitement...What would they conclude 
you’re really chasing? Because whatever 
captures your attention will eventually shape 
your direction.

Paul closes by saying, “I press on toward 
the goal to win the prize...” What was the 
prize? It wasn’t success. It wasn’t ministry. 
It wasn’t recognition. It wasn’t even heaven. 
The prize was Jesus. Everything else is sim-
ply the blessing that comes from knowing 
Him. Maybe that’s why some of us feel spiri-
tually exhausted. Not because we’ve stopped 
believing...But because we’ve been chasing 
too many things. 

This week, I want to challenge you to sim-

plify your pursuit. Before you check your 
email... Before you scroll social media...Be-
fore you chase another deadline...Ask your-
self one simple question: “Is what I’m pursu-
ing bringing me closer to Jesus, or distracting 
me from Him?” Because your life will always 
move in the direction of your greatest pursuit.

So, keep your eyes on the Prize. Keep pur-
suing Christ. And never settle for knowing 
about Him when you can truly know Him.

Let’s Pray
Heavenly Father, forgive me for the times 

I’ve allowed other pursuits to become more 
important than pursuing You. Help me to lay 
aside every distraction that competes for my 
heart and keep my eyes fixed on Jesus. Give 
me the humility to keep growing, the cour-
age to let go of yesterday, and the passion to 
pursue You above everything else. May my 
greatest desire each day be to know You more 
deeply and follow You more faithfully. In Je-
sus’ name, Amen.

Walk in grace. Stand in truth. Live blessed.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the Lead 
Pastor of UNITY Church in Attalla, Alabama, 
where his preaching is real, relevant and root-
ed in the unchanging Word of God. Beyond 
the pulpit, he serves as CEO of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Northeast Alabama, leading 
life-changing mentoring initiatives that em-
power young people across five counties.

Rooted

in the
Wo�d

Rooted
in the
Word

Shawn Blackmon

Eyes on the prize

It has been almost 2 weeks since my feet 
were on mission soil in Costa Rica. I want to 
share more about the things I saw The Lord 
do there. But, that can wait. This week, I 
heard the testimony of a dear friend sharing 
about her first mission trip, and I want to en-
courage you with that instead. 

When I met my friend in 2012, she was the 
registrar at the school my children attended. 
Over the course of time, I came to know the 
story about the tragic car accident that took 
the life of her precious, 17-year-old daughter 
in 2003. I learned it not because she talked 
about her loss or wore it like a badge, but be-
cause–through her deep, unimaginable grief–
she and her family created a scholarship fund 
in honor of her beautiful girl. 

Fast forward to the first week of June this 
summer. I saw my friend in town. She was 
glowing as she told me about the upcoming 
opportunity to travel on her first international 
mission trip. I could hardly reach her to hug 
her neck because she was flying so high with 
excitement. As we embraced, I whispered a 
quick prayer for the Lord to bless her and use 
her for His glory. 

She got back from her trip a couple of 
weeks ago, just like me, and I was able to 
hear her testimony this week through a replay 

on YouTube. Listening to her tell her story–
choking back tears–I sensed the deep, stead-
fast love of God.

During Bible classes with the women, my 
friend and her mission team shared the story 
of Ruth. In her testimony, she mentioned that 
as a teenager, she saw the book of Ruth only 
as a “great love story.” She went on to say that 
she grew in her understanding as a college 
student to see the connection of Boaz to Jesus 
as our kinsman redeemer. But it wasn’t until 
after the loss of her daughter, when her bitter 
grief–mingled with anger–caused her to iden-
tify with Naomi, which led her to encounter 
God’s Hesed Love as he called her out of her 
bitterness into the promised land. 

Standing on foreign soil, my friend sensed 
the Father asking her to share about losing her 
daughter. She said that she told the women 
how she had spent “12 long years” angry at 
God for taking her daughter. She went on to 
compare her life to the bitterness of Naomi’s 
life and how she, like Naomi, had to return to 
God in repentance and accept God’s perfect 
plan for her and her precious daughter. 

One of the women in the village resonated 
with her story. After the study, she was able 
to share through a translator that she, too, had 
experienced the loss of a child–23 years ear-

lier. Her son had died–at 17–from a motorcy-
cle accident. She said that she was also angry 
with God for a moment, until she was able to 
trust His divine purpose in her tragedy.

Who but Jehovah God—in all of His sover-
eignty—could bring two mommas from two 
different countries, separated by over 1,500 
miles, to the same spot 23 years after the 
greatest earthly loss of a parent, and use them 
to comfort each other? 

When I messaged my friend to tell her I 
was rejoicing with her—at how God showed 
that He sees her, knows her, and that His 
Hesed has pursued her and her foreign sister 
all their days—she wrote back: “All praise 
goes to Jesus!” 

What about you, Friend? When is the last 
time you have experienced God’s Hesed 
love? Hesed is a Hebrew word that is found 
over 250 times in the Old Testament. It is a 
word that God used in Exodus 34:6 to de-
scribe Himself when He says, “The LORD, 
The LORD, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 
[hesed] and faithfulness….” (ESV). Accord-
ing to Biblehub.com, chesed is translated as 
“lovingkindness, mercy, steadfast love, loy-
alty, faithfulness.” 

God’s Hesed is rarely loud, but it is always 
present—weaving through thousands of 
miles, quiet heartbreaks, and decades of wait-
ing just to remind us that we are seen. 

Where in your life today are you waiting 
for His divine comforting touch? I challenge 
you to open your eyes to the unexpected ways 
Jehovah God is already reaching into your 
story. Look for His loyal love in ordinary 
encounters, accept the comfort He extends 
through others, and step forward as a living 
vessel of that same steadfast love to someone 
who needs it today. 

The same sovereign God who orchestrates 
divine appointments across 1,500 miles and 
23 years is walking beside you at this very 
moment. His Hesed is not a distant promise; 
it is an active, loving reality. Rest in the truth 
that He knows you, He sees you, and He will 
never leave you to carry your grief alone. 

He might just bring someone from 1,500 
miles away to sit beside you in your pain to 
comfort you–or maybe He’ll send you to car-
ry that comfort to someone else. Will you go? 

Be encouraged, Friend. He is with you. 

Sandra Bost

Memoir
Musings

23 years and 1,500 miles



_____________
FORECLOSURE

 NOTICE

Default having been 
made in the payment of 
the indebtedness secured 
by the mortgage given 
by Jacqueline Leach, 
as Mortgagor, to G & M 
Homes, LLC, as Mortgag-
ee, dated June 19, 2020, 
and recorded as Instru-
ment Number 3524517, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama, and the 
Mortgagee, by reason of 
such default, having de-
clared the entire remain-
ing indebtedness secured 
by said mortgage to be 
immediately due and pay-
able and said mortgage 
subject to foreclosure, 
and such default continu-
ing, notice is hereby giv-
en that acting under the 
power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, the Mort-
gagee will sell, at public 
outcry to the highest bid-
der for cash, in front of 
the door of the Etowah 
County Courthouse in 
Gadsden, Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, during the 
legal hours of sale on the 
13th day of August, 2026, 
the following described 
property to-wit:
Lot Twenty-one (21), in 
Block Thirty-one (31), of 
Garden City Residen-
tial Subdivision No. 1, 
according to the plat or 
map thereof as the same 
appears of record in Plat 
Book “C”, pages 408 
and 409, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Alabama.
Said sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying 
the indebtedness secured 
by said mortgage and the 
proceeds thereof will be 
applied as provided by the 
terms of said mortgage.
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process.   
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and 
programs as a part of the 
foreclosure process.
This the 22nd day of July, 
2026.
G & M Homes, LLC, Mort-
gagee
/s/ James C. Inzer, III
Inzer, Haney, McWhorter 
& Haney, LLC
Attorney for Mortgagee

July 24, 31, and August 7, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE

FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA-
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of the 
loan documents secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by John Micah 
Turner, unmarried man, to 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee 
for Stockton Mortgage 
Corporation, its succes-
sors and assigns dated 
November 29, 2023; said 
mortgage being recorded 
on December 1, 2023 as 
Instrument No. 3566930 
in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama. Said 
Mortgage was last sold, 
assigned and transferred 
to Servis One, Inc. DBA 
BSI Financial Services by 
assignment recorded in 
Deed Book 2026, Page 
3607741 in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate of 
Etowah County, Alabama.
The undersigned, Ser-
vis One, Inc. DBA BSI 
Financial Services, un-
der and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will sell 
at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash 
before the main entrance 
of the Court House in 
Etowah County, Alabama 
during the legal hours of 
sale (between 11am and 
4pm), on September 16, 
2026 the following prop-
erty, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit:
Lot Number Fourteen 
(14) in Block “A”, and 
Lots Number Nine (9) 
and Ten (10) in Block “D”, 
in Casey Estates Rear-
rangement, according to 
the map or plat thereof, 
recorded in Plat Book “H”, 
page 34, in the Probate 
Office, Etowah County, 
Alabama, and lying and 
being in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama. SAVE AND 
EXCEPT the following 
described property: Com-
mence at the northwest 
corner of the Lot Num-
ber 10, Block “D”, Casey 
Estates, as recorded in 
Plat Book “H”, page 34, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama, and 
run in an easterly direc-

tion along the north line of 
said Lot Number 10 for a 
distance of 238.24 feet to 
the beginning point of this 
description; thence deflect 
90 degrees 23 minutes to 
the right for a distance 
of 138.86 feet to a point 
on the northwesterly line 
of Sherry Lane; thence 
deflect 115 degrees 16 
minutes to the left and run 
along the northwesterly 
line of said Sherry Lane 
for a distance of 219.76 
feet to a point of curve; 
thence run in a northeast-
erly direction along the 
northwesterly line of said 
Sherry Lane on a curve 
to the right for a distance 
of 119.00 feet to the north-
east corner of said Lot 
Number 10; thence run in 
a westerly direction along 
the north line of said Lot 
Number 10 for a distance 
of 307.80 feet to the point 
of beginning. The above 
described property em-
bracing a portion of the 
Lot Number 10, Block 
“D”, Casey Estates, as 
recorded in Plat Book “H”, 
page 34, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Alabama.
Said property is common-
ly known as 216 Casey 
Dr, Gadsden, AL 35903-
1402.
Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal de-
scription will control.
Said property will be sold 
subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and pay-
able), the right of redemp-
tion of any taxing author-
ity, all outstanding liens 
for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the 
property, any matters 
which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and 
inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way, 
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special assess-
ments, covenants, the 
statutory right of redemp-
tion pursuant to Alabama 
law, and any matters of re-
cord including, but not lim-
ited to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will 
be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse 
against the above-named 
or the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their 
own due diligence. The 
successful bidder must 
present certified funds in 
the amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and 
programs as a part of the 
foreclosure process.
ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS: 
On March 1, 2026, the 
data collection and re-
porting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial 
Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) new 
Anti-Money Laundering 
Rule (the “Rule”), found 
at 89 FR 70258, went into 
effect. The Rule applies 
to certain residential real 
estate sale transactions 
(including nonjudicial fore-
closures) where the trans-
fer is to a legal entity or 
trust, and which includes 
cash purchases, private 
financing or financing 
provided by an institution 
not subject to a federal 
Anti-Money Laundering 
or Suspicion Activity Re-
port requirement. As part 
of this Rule, purchasers 
and sellers are required 
to provide additional in-
formation and documen-
tation about themselves, 
their legal entities, and the 
source of funds used in 
the reportable transaction, 
if applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information and 
documentation is required 
to comply with the Rule’s 
federal reporting require-
ments, if applicable. This 
notice is provided for in-
formational purposes only 
and does not constitute 
legal advice. You are en-
couraged to consult with 
your own independent 
legal counsel if you have 
questions about how 
the FinCEN Anti-Money 
Laundering Rule affects 
your transaction and 
whether your transaction 
is reportable.
* The Rule is the subject 
of ongoing litigation in 
several jurisdictions. We 
suggest that you seek 
your own legal counsel if 
you have questions about 
the status of the Rule and 
its applicability to your 

sale, if any.
The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, 
(2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of 
the Mortgage, and (3) to 
confirmation that the suc-
cessful bidder has timely 
provided all information 
required for reporting 
under the Rule, 89 FR 
70258, if applicable.
SERVIS ONE, INC. DBA 
BSI FINANCIAL SER-
VICES
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 25-06822AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

July 31,August 7 and 14, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF

 FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment of 
the indebtedness secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by Tony David 
Battles and Veda Evelyn 
Battles, husband and wife 
and David Earl Battles, an 
unmarried man, to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as 
Mortgagee as nominee 
for Family Savings Cred-
it Union, its successors 
and assigns, on July 23, 
2025, said mortgage be-
ing recorded in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, on July 29, 2025 
at MORTGAGE Book 
2025, at Page 3595491. 
Renasant Bank, the cur-
rent holder, under and 
by virtue of the power of 
sale contained in said 
mortgage, will sell at pub-
lic outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash, in front 
of the main entrance 
of the Etowah County 
Courthouse, in Gadsden, 
Alabama, on September 
9, 2026, during the legal 
hours of sale, the follow-
ing described real estate, 
situated in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, to-wit:
To reach the point of be-
ginning, commence at 
the point of intersection 
of the Northwest right 
of way of Highway #11 
and the Northerly right of 
way line of the Old Crud-
up Road and run in a 
Southwesterly direction 
along the Northwest right 
of way of Highway #11 a 
distance of 373.7 feet to 
a point, said point being 
the point of beginning; 
and being the Southern-
most corner of the prop-
erty described in Deed 
Book 1437, Page 253, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama. From 
the point of beginning run 
Northwesterly and along 
the Southwesterly line of 
said “1437-253” tract and 
211 feet to the Western-
most corner of said tract, 
thence Southwesterly 
along the line parallel with 
the Northwestern right of 
way of Highway #11 to a 
point in the centerline of 
a ditch, said point, also 
being in the Northeasterly 
line of the Ray Woodard 
property, thence South-
westerly of centerline of 
said ditch and along the 
line of the Ray Woodard 
property to the North-
west line of Highway #11, 
thence Northeasterly 
along the line of the Ray 
Woodard property to the 
Northwest line of Highway 
#11, thence North-easter-
ly along the line of High-
way #11 to the point of 
beginning, and embracing 
a portion of the South-
west Quarter (SW 1/4) of 
the Southwest Quarter 
(SW 1/4) of Section Four 
(4) Township Eleven (11) 
South, Range Six (6) East 
and a portion of the North-
west Quarter (NW 1/4) 
of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW 1/4) of Section Nine 
(9) Township Eleven (11) 
South, Range Six (6) of 
Huntsville Meridian, and 
lying and being in Etowah 
County, Alabama.
More commonly known 
as: 1416 Valley Drive, At-
talla, AL 35954
This Property will be sold 
on an “as is, where is” 
basis, without warranty 
or recourse, expressed or 
implied as to title, use and/
or enjoyment and will be 
sold subject to the right of 
redemption of all parties 
entitled thereto.  Alabama 
law gives some persons 
who have an interest in 
property the right to re-
deem the property under 
certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 

that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as part of 
the foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expense of fore-
closure. The successful 
bidder must tender cer-
tified funds by noon the 
next business day to Law 
Office of Halliday, Wat-
kins & Mann, P.C. Certi-
fied funds must be in the 
form of a wire transfer, 
bank or credit union’s 
cashier’s check, or bank 
official check payable to 
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C. Halliday, Watkins & 
Mann, P.C. reserves the 
right to award the bid to 
the next highest bidder 
should the highest bidder 
fail to timely tender the to-
tal amount due. If sale is 
voided, Mortgagee/Trans-
feree shall return the bid 
amount to the successful 
purchaser and the Mort-
gagee/Transferee shall 
not be liable to the pur-
chase for any damages. 
If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the purchas-
er at the sale shall be only 
entitled to a return of the 
deposit and bid amount, 
if paid. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate and 
to credit its purchase price 
against the expenses of 
sale and indebtedness 
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is subject 
to postponement or can-
cellation.
Important Notice to Po-
tential Bidders: Federal 
law administered by the 
Financial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network (“FinCEN”), 
a bureau of the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury, 
requires certain residential 
real estate transactions to 
be reported to the federal 
government. If you are the 
winning bidder at auction, 
you may be required to 
provide identifying infor-
mation about yourself 
and, if applicable, any en-
tity or trust purchasing the 
property. This information 
is required by federal law 
and must be provided to 
complete the sale. Failure 
to provide required infor-
mation after the sale may 
delay or prevent issuance 
of the foreclosure deed. 
Renasant Bank (“Trans-
feree”) 

Halliday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C.
3000 Riverchase Galleria, 
Suite 705
Birmingham, AL 35244
Phone: (801) 355-2886

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of the 
loan documents secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by Keith Pitman 
Toney, a married man 
and, Rita Lynn Toney to 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee 
for USAA Federal Savings 
Bank, its successors and 
assigns dated February 
26, 2010; said mortgage 
being recorded on March 
2, 2010 as Instrument No. 
3328332 in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate of 
Etowah County, Alabama. 
Said Mortgage was 
last sold, assigned and 
transferred to U.S. Bank 
National Association by 
assignment recorded as 
Instrument No. 3397536 
in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama.
The undersigned, U.S. 
Bank National Associa-
tion, under and by virtue 
of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash 
before the main entrance 
of the Court House in 
Etowah County, Alabama 
during the legal hours of 
sale (between 11am and 
4pm), on March 18, 2026 
the following property, sit-
uated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:
LOT NO. 10 OF THE 
FIRST ADDITION TO 
GREEN MOUNTAIN 
LAKE HOMES AS RE-
CORDED ON PLAT 
BOOK “H”, PAGE 117, IN 
THE PROBATE OFFICE 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY, 
ALABAMA.
Said property is common-
ly known as 2095 Brough-
ton Springs Road, South-
side, AL 35907.
Should a conflict arise 
between the property 

address and the legal 
description, the legal de-
scription will control.
Said property will be sold 
subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and pay-
able), the right of redemp-
tion of any taxing author-
ity, all outstanding liens 
for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the 
property, any matters 
which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and 
inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way, 
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special assess-
ments, covenants, the 
statutory right of redemp-
tion pursuant to Alabama 
law, and any matters of re-
cord including, but not lim-
ited to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will 
be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse 
against the above-named 
or the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their 
own due diligence. The 
successful bidder must 
present certified funds in 
the amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and 
programs as a part of the 
foreclosure process.
ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS: 
On March 1, 2026, the 
data collection and re-
porting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial 
Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) new 
Anti-Money Laundering 
Rule (the “Rule”), found 
at 89 FR 70258, went into 
effect. The Rule applies 
to certain residential real 
estate sale transactions 
(including nonjudicial fore-
closures) where the trans-
fer is to a legal entity or 
trust, and which includes 
cash purchases, private 
financing or financing 
provided by an institution 
not subject to a federal 
Anti-Money Laundering 
or Suspicion Activity Re-
port requirement. As part 
of this Rule, purchasers 
and sellers are required 
to provide additional in-
formation and documen-
tation about themselves, 
their legal entities, and the 
source of funds used in 
the reportable transaction, 
if applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information and 
documentation is required 
to comply with the Rule’s 
federal reporting require-
ments, if applicable. This 
notice is provided for in-
formational purposes only 
and does not constitute 
legal advice. You are en-
couraged to consult with 
your own independent 
legal counsel if you have 
questions about how 
the FinCEN Anti-Money 
Laundering Rule affects 
your transaction and 
whether your transaction 
is reportable.
* The Rule is the subject 
of ongoing litigation in 
several jurisdictions. We 
suggest that you seek 
your own legal counsel if 
you have questions about 
the status of the Rule and 
its applicability to your 
sale, if any.
The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, 
(2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of 
the Mortgage, and (3) to 
confirmation that the suc-
cessful bidder has timely 
provided all information 
required for reporting 
under the Rule, 89 FR 
70258, if applicable.
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 22-02543AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net
The Messenger
02/06/2026,02/13/2026,0
2/20/2026,05/01/2026,06/
12/2026,08/07/2026
AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE
The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been postponed 

until May 27, 2026, and 
public notice thereof hav-
ing been given, the above 
notice is hereby repub-
lished with this amend-
ment.
The Messenger, May 1, 
2026
AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE
The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been postponed 
until July 8, 2026, and 
public notice thereof hav-
ing been given, the above 
notice is hereby repub-
lished with this amend-
ment.
The Messenger, June 12, 
2026
AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE
The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been postponed 
until August 19, 2026, and 
public notice thereof hav-
ing been given, the above 
notice is hereby repub-
lished with this amend-
ment.

August 7, 2026
______________

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE

 FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of the 
loan documents secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by Andrew 
Floyd Nix, and wife and 
Janice Marie Nix to J.A.M. 
Consultants, Inc. dat-
ed November 29, 2005; 
said mortgage being re-
corded on December 14, 
2005 as Instrument No. 
M-2005-5416 in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate of 
Etowah County, Alabama. 
Said Mortgage was last 
sold, assigned and trans-
ferred to First Indiana 
Bank, N.A. by assignment 
recorded as Instrument 
No. M-2006-0571 in the 
Office of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama.
The undersigned, BMO 
BANK N.A. s/b/m with 
First Indiana Bank, N.A., 
under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will sell 
at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash 
before the main entrance 
of the Court House in 
Etowah County, Alabama 
during the legal hours of 
sale (between 11am and 
4pm), on June 10, 2026 
the following property, sit-
uated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:
LOT NUMBER TWEN-
TY-EIGHT (28) OF CE-
DAR HILLS FIRST AD-
DITION, ACCORDING 
TO THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF RECORD-
ED ON PLAT BOOK “H” 
PAGE 17, PROBATE OF-
FICE, ETOWAH COUN-
TY, ALABAMA.
Said property is common-
ly known as 875 Corne-
lia Circle, Gadsden, AL 
35901.
Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal de-
scription will control.
Said property will be sold 
subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and pay-
able), the right of redemp-
tion of any taxing author-
ity, all outstanding liens 
for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the 
property, any matters 
which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and 
inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way, 
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special assess-
ments, covenants, the 
statutory right of redemp-
tion pursuant to Alabama 
law, and any matters of re-
cord including, but not lim-
ited to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will 
be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse 
against the above-named 
or the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their 
own due diligence. The 
successful bidder must 
present certified funds in 
the amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and 
programs as a part of the 

foreclosure process.
ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS: 
On March 1, 2026, the 
data collection and re-
porting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial 
Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) new 
Anti-Money Laundering 
Rule (the “Rule”), found 
at 89 FR 70258, went into 
effect. The Rule applies 
to certain residential real 
estate sale transactions 
(including nonjudicial fore-
closures) where the trans-
fer is to a legal entity or 
trust, and which includes 
cash purchases, private 
financing or financing 
provided by an institution 
not subject to a federal 
Anti-Money Laundering 
or Suspicion Activity Re-
port requirement. As part 
of this Rule, purchasers 
and sellers are required 
to provide additional in-
formation and documen-
tation about themselves, 
their legal entities, and the 
source of funds used in 
the reportable transaction, 
if applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information and 
documentation is required 
to comply with the Rule’s 
federal reporting require-
ments, if applicable. This 
notice is provided for in-
formational purposes only 
and does not constitute 
legal advice. You are en-
couraged to consult with 
your own independent 
legal counsel if you have 
questions about how 
the FinCEN Anti-Money 
Laundering Rule affects 
your transaction and 
whether your transaction 
is reportable.
* The Rule is the subject 
of ongoing litigation in 
several jurisdictions. We 
suggest that you seek 
your own legal counsel if 
you have questions about 
the status of the Rule and 
its applicability to your 
sale, if any.
The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, 
(2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of 
the Mortgage, and (3) to 
confirmation that the suc-
cessful bidder has timely 
provided all information 
required for reporting 
under the Rule, 89 FR 
70258, if applicable.
BMO BANK N.A. S/B/M 
WITH FIRST INDIANA 
BANK, N.A.
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 26-08354AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net
The Messenger
05/01/2026,05/08/2026,0
5/15/2026,07/03/2026,08/
07/2026
AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE
The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been postponed 
until July 15, 2026, and 
public notice thereof hav-
ing been given, the above 
notice is hereby repub-
lished with this amend-
ment.
The Messenger, July 3, 
2026
AMENDMENT TO NO-
TICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE
The sale date under the 
above mentioned Notice 
of Mortgage Foreclosure 
Sale has been postponed 
until August 17, 2026, and 
public notice thereof hav-
ing been given, the above 
notice is hereby repub-
lished with this amend-
ment.

August 7, 2026
____________

POSTPONEMENT OF 
NOTICE OF 

FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment of 
the indebtedness secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by April J Pruitt, 
an unmarried woman, to 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., 
as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Southern Home 
Mortgage Corp., its suc-
cessors and assigns, on 
September 8, 2017, said 
mortgage being recorded 
in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama, on 
September 8, 2017, as In-
strument No. 3456279, as 
Instrument No. 3456732.
Freedom Mortgage Cor-
poration, the current hold-
er, under and by virtue 
of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry 
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to the highest bidder for 
cash, in front of the main 
entrance of the Etowah 
County Courthouse, in 
Gadsden, Alabama, on 
August 20, 2026, during 
the legal hours of sale, the 
following described real 
estate, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit:
Commence at a point 
that is North 29 degrees 
27 minutes 24 seconds 
West 60.27 feet from the 
Southeast corner (RRSF) 
of the NE1/4 of the SE1/4 
of Section 13, said point 
being located on the ap-
proximate North right of 
way of John L. Gap Road 
and the approximate west 
right of way of Leeth Gap 
Cutoff Road; thence run 
North 84 degrees 24 min-
utes 42 seconds West 
along and with said ap-
proximate North right of 
way of John L. Gap Road 
337.61 feet to a point (IPR 
angle iron); thence North 
01 degree 11 minutes 52 
seconds West leaving 
said right of way 352.40 
feet to a point (IPS) and 
the point of beginning; 
thence from said point 
of beginning run South 
76 degrees 16 minutes 
34 seconds East 353.33 
feet to a point (IPS), said 
point being located on the 
approximate West right of 
way of Leeth Gap Cutoff 
Road; thence run North 
and along the West right-
of-way line of Leeth Gap 
Cutoff Road a distance 
of 520.00 feet, more or 
less, to a point being the 
Southeast corner of the 
parcel conveyed to Ju-
lie Lankford by deed re-
corded in as Document 
#D-2003-486, in the Pro-
bate Office of Etowah 
County, Alabama; thence 
run North 82 degrees 38 
minutes 19 seconds West 
and along the Southerly 
line of said Lankford tract 
353.89 feet, more or less, 
to the Southwest corner 
thereof; thence run South 
in a direct line 455.00 feet, 
more or less, to the point 
of beginning.

More Commonly Known 
as: 1395 Leeth Gap Cut-
off Road, Boaz, AL 35956

This Property will be sold 
on as “as is, where is” 
basis, without warranty 
or recourse, expressed or 
implied as to title, use and/
or enjoyment and will be 
sold subject to the right of 
redemption of all parties 
entitled thereto.  Alabama 
law gives some persons 
who have an interest in 
property the right to re-
deem the property under 
certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as part of 
the foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expense of fore-
closure. The successful 
bidder must tender cer-
tified funds by noon the 
next business day to Law 
Office of Halliday, Watkins 
& Mann, P.C..  Certified 
funds must be in the form 
of a wire transfer, bank or 
credit union’s cashier’s 
check, or bank official 
check payable to Hall-
iday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C..  Halliday, Watkins & 
Mann, P.C. reserves the 
right to award the bid to 
the next highest bidder 
should the highest bidder 
fail to timely tender the to-
tal amount due. If sale is 
voided, Mortgagee/Trans-
feree shall return the bid 
amount to the successful 
purchaser and the Mort-
gagee/Transferee shall 
not be liable to the pur-
chase for any damages. 
If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the purchas-
er at the sale shall be only 
entitled to a return of the 
deposit and bid amount, 
if paid. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate and 
to credit is purchase price 
against the expenses of 
sale and indebtedness 
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is subject 
to postponement or can-
cellation. 
THIS FORECLOSURE 
SALE HAS BEEN CON-
TINUED TO OCTO-
BER 1, 2026 AT THE 
TIME AND PLACE SET 
FORTH ABOVE. 
Freedom Mortgage Cor-
poration (“Transferee”) 

Halliday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C.
3000 Riverchase Galleria, 
Suite 705
Birmingham, AL 35244
Phone: (801) 355-2886

August 7, 2026
____________
FILE CLAIMS

Cerry Mike Greer was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
06/23/2026 to the Estate 
of Rayfyl IL Greer, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell

Judge of Probate
July 31, August7 , and 14, 
2026

___________
FILE CLAIMS

Stephanie Garrard and 
Jackie Garrard was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
07/07/2026 to the Estate 
of Deloris Faye Harrison, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

David Benton King, Esq. 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
on 06/08/2026 to the Es-
tate of Janice Collier, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
July 31, August 8, and 14, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Danny P. Brady was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
06/22/2026 to the Estate 
of Jeffery S. Hopper, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Patrick Keith Hill was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
06/22/2026 to the Es-
tate of Mary Lou Hill, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Mary Loriene Rodg-
ers Harden was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
07/09/2026 to the Estate 
of Rosa Retencie Rodg-
ers Holland, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Christian Prater was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
07/10/2026 over the Es-
tate of Lawrence L. Prater, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Terry Lee White was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
07/13/2026 to the Estate 
of Shirley White Rubin, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Debra Jan Greenhaw 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
06/25/2026 to the Estate 
of Van Norris Greenhaw, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Kimberly Bailey was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
06/26/2026 over the Es-
tate of Philip Anthony Bai-
ley, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Byron Rahmon Bonner 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
07/10/2026 to the Es-

tate of Inzer Bonner, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Vicki Lyle Potter was/were 
appointed Personal Rep-
resentative(s) 06/29/2026 
over the Estate of Earlene 
Lyle, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Nanette Kennedy was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
06/24/2026 over the 
Estate of Neal Wayne 
Holderfield, deceased, 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama notifies 
all persons that claims not 
filed within six months will 
be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Laura Brothers was/were 
appointed Personal Rep-
resentative(s) 06/29/2026 
to the Estate of Colleen 
Gwendolyn Jones Broth-
ers, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed 
within six months will be 
barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Barbara Boyd was/were 
appointed Personal Rep-
resentative(s) 06/26/2026 
over the Estate of Chris-
topher Dale Boyd, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Holly Marie Brock Johns 
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
06/25/2026 to the Estate 
of Jimmy A. Brock aka 
Jimmy Allen Brock Sr., de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

James Leslie Baker was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
06/25/2026 over the Es-
tate of Bertie Baker, de-
ceased, Probate Court of 
Etowah County, Alabama 
notifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Brandy Clemmons was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
11/06/2025 to the Estate 
of Larry Gene Whisenant, 
deceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons 
that claims not filed within 
six months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

___________
NOTICE OF ESTATE 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF LINDA FAYE 
ALFORD, DECEASED 

CASE NO: 2026-00284 

A Petition for Summary 
Distribution of the Estate 
of LINDA FAYE ALFORD, 
Deceased, having been 
submitted to the Honor-
able Scott W. Hassell, 
Judge of Probate, by 
Petitioner, Thural Wayne 
Alford on the 6th day of 
March, 2026; Notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons contesting said Pe-
tition shall file a response 
thereto with the Judge of 
Probate, Etowah County, 
P.O. Box 187, Gadsden, 
AL 35902, within 30 days 

of the date of this publica-
tion. 

Done this the 9th day of 
April 2026

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 2026
____________

NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
PHYLLIS JONES, INCA-
PACITATED 
Case #: 2025-409 
TO: Any interested party 
Please take notice that 
a PETITION TO SELL 
REAL PROPERTY was 
filed in the Office of the 
Judge of Probate, and 
further, that the 2ND day 
of SEPTEMBER, 2026 at 
1:00 p.m. was appointed 
a day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof at 
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/or 
contest the Petition, if you 
so choose. 
DONE THIS THE 21ST 
DAY OF JULY 2026 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

July 24, 31, and August 7, 
2026

___________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
LOWELL JONES, INCA-
PACITATED 
Case #: 2025-410 
TO: Any interested party 
Please take notice that 
a PETITION TO SELL 
REAL PROPERTY was 
filed in the Office of the 
Judge of Probate, and 
further, that the 2ND day 
of SEPTEMBER, 202 at 
1:00 p.m. was appointed 
a day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof at 
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/or 
contest the Petition, if you 
so choose. 
DONE THIS THE 21ST 
DAY OF JULY 2026. 

Scott W. Hassell 
Judge of Probate

July 24, 31, and August 7, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
CAMERON FLOWERS, 
A MINOR 
Case #: 2026-268 
TO: Carlton Flowers and 
any unknown family, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 
Please take notice that 
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF CONSERVA-
TORSHIP (MINOR) of 
the above referenced 
incapacitated individual 
was filed in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate, and 
further, that the 2ND day 
of SEPTEMBER 2026 at 
2:30 p.m. was appointed 
a day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof at 
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/or 
contest the Petition, if you 
so choose. 
DONE THIS THE 21ST 
DAY OF JULY  2026

Scott W. Hassell 
Judge of Probate

July 24, 31, and August 7, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 
PATRICIA BOHANNON, 
DECEASED. 
Case No.: 2023-00117 
TO: CRYSTAL HASSE 
AND TIFFANY NUNN; 
whereabouts unknown 
YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that there has 
been filed in this Court an 
instrument 
purporting to be in the 
Last Will and Testament 
of Patricia Bohannon, 
deceased, and a petition 
in writing and under oath 
praying for the admission 
to probate and record in 
this Court of said instru-
ment as the true Last 
Will and Testament of the 
decedent. 
You are FURTHER NOTI-
FIED to be in and appear 
before this Court on the 
8th day of September, 
2026 at 10:30 a.m., when 
said petition will be heard 
and to show cause, if any 
you may have, why the 
instrument filed with said 
petition and purporting to 
be the Last Will and Tes-
tament of Patricia Bohan-
non, deceased, should 
not be admitted to probate 
and recorded in this Court 
as the true Last Will and 
Testament of said dece-
dent. 
Done this the 21st Day of 
July 2026.

Scott W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE 

July 24, 31, and August 7, 
2026

___________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
JOHN WHITE, ALLEGED 
INCAPACITATED 
Case #: 2026-389 
TO: Tacsha White and 
any unknown family, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 
Please take notice that 
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above 
referenced incapacitated 
individual was filed in the 
Office of the Judge of Pro-
bate, and further, that the 
8th day of SEPTEMBER, 
2026 at 1:00 p.m. was ap-
pointed a day and time for 
hearing on said Petition, 
thereof at which time you 
may appear and support 
and/or contest the Peti-
tion, if you so choose. 
DONE THIS THE 22ND 
DAY OF JULY 2026 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

July 31, August 7, and 14, 
2026

___________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
SHARON FAYE FULLER, 
INCAPACITATED
Case #: 2024-371 
TO: Any interested party 
Please take notice that 
a PETITION TO SELL 
REAL PROPERTY was 
filed in the Office of the 
Judge of Probate, and 
further, that the 8TH day 
of SEPTEMBER 2026 at 
2:00 P.m. was appointed 
a day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof at 
which time you may ap-
pear and support and/or 
contest the Petition, if you 
so choose. 
DONE THIS THE 29TH 
DAY OF JULY 2026

Scott Hassell 
Judge of Probate

July 31, August 7 and 14, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

Case No.: 2024-00507 
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 
DONNEISHA SHAM-
BREA WILLIAMS, DE-
CEASED. 

TO: C.W. and C.W., mi-
nor children of Donneisha 
Williams, whereabouts 
unknown 

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that there has 
been filed in this Court 
a Petition for Final Set-
tlement in the Estate of 
Donneisha Shambrea 
Williams, deceased. You 
are FURTHER NOTIFIED 
to be in and appear before 
this Court on the 22nd 
day of September, 2026 
at 2:00 p.m., when said 
petition will be heard and 
to show cause, if any you 
may have, why the said 
Petition to Sell Property 
in the Estate of Donnei-
sha Shambrea Williams, 
deceased, should not be 
granted. 
Done this the 4th day of 
August 2026

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR LETTERS OF 
GUARDIANSHIP AND 

PETITION FOR 
LETTERS OF

 CONSERVATORSHIP 

Notice to: Kevin Barth, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 
Brian Barth, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known 
You will take notice that 
a Petition for Letters of 
Guardianship for the per-
son of William H. Barth, 
and a Petition for Letters 
of Conservatorship over 
the estate of William H. 
Barth, was filed by Gads-
den Regional Medical 
Center on the 31stday 
JULY of 2026. 

A hearing on the Petition 
for Letters of Guardian-
ship and Petition for Let-
ters of Conservatorship 
is set on the 8th day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2026, at 
2:30 pm., in the Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama, 800 Forrest Av-
enue, Gadsden, Alabama 
35901. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY, 

ALABAMA
CV-2026-900368
DWAYNE ROWE, 
Plaintiff,                                                                                   
vs.                                                                                                                      
EMMA LOU DAVIS, 
AGUSTA HALE,
CORA HARRELL, JOE 
HARRELL,   et al.                              
Defendan ts.                                                                                
The Defendants, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known, and any other per-
sons claiming any pres-
ent, future, contingent, 
remainder, reversion, or 
other interest in the lands 
described below, must 
answer Plaintiffs’ Com-
plaint filed in the above 
referenced court and case 
number within thirty (30) 
days of the completion of 
the publication or thereaf-
ter a judgment of default 
may be rendered against 
you in the above-styled 
case.
The subject property is 
described as follows:
Parcel #1:15-06-13-2-
000-017.000  
One (1) acre in the North-
west corner of the follow-
ing described land; Six 
(6) acres in the North-
west corner of the North-
east-Northwest Quarter 
(NE 1/4 of NW 1/4) Sec-
tion (13) Township (12) 
Range (6) in East Gads-
den Etowah County, Al-
abama, as shown of the 
Record in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate of 
Etowah County Alabama. 
The above described acre 
being a square acre being 
the same property as de-
scribed as Parcel #15-06-
13-2-000-017.000.
Parcel #2:15-06-13-2-
000-018.000
A lot or parcel of land 55 
feet wide by 138 feet long 
and described as begin-
ning at a point in the North 
line of the NE1/4 of the NW 
1/4 which point is 10 feet 
Easterly measured along 
said North line from the 
Northwest corner of said 
forty; thence in a Souther-
ly direction and parallel to 
the West line of said forty 
a distance of 138 feet to a 
point; thence in an Easter-
ly direction and parallel to 
the North line of said forty 
a distance of 55 feet to a 
point; thence in a Norther-
ly direction and parallel to 
said West line a distance 
of 138 feet to a point in 
the North line of the forty; 
thence in a westerly direc-
tion along the North line of 
said forty a distance of 55 
feet to the point of begin-
ning, and lying and being 
in the Northeast Quarter 
(NE 1/4) of the Northwest 
Quarter (NW 1/4) in Sec-
tion Thirteen (13) Town-
ship Twelve (12) South of 
Range Six (6) East, and 
lying and being in Gads-
den, Etowah County, Ala-
bama.		
Parcel #3:15-06-13-2-
000-054.000  
Lot number 2 Block 1 
in the Hale Subdivision 
G-323 East Gadsden, 
Section 13 Township 12S 
R 6E, Lying and Situat-
ed and being in Etowah 
County, Alabama, as 
recorded in Book 1792 
page 101.	
Done the 15th day of July, 
2026.

/s/SONNY J. STEEN
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Joshua B. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan, LLC
413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

July 24, 31, August 7 and 
14, 2026

____________
NOTICE OF 
COMPLAINT 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY, 
ALABAMA 

Elite Real Estate Manage-
ment 2, LLC,    
Plaintiff     
v.        
Justin Jacobs,  Defendant     
CV - 2026 - 900173  

Defendant Justin Jacobs 
and any persons claim-
ing any present, future, 
contingent, remainder, 
reversion, possessory, or 
other interest in the lands 
described below must an-
swer Plaintiff’s Complaint 
filed in the above refer-
enced court and case 
number within thirty (30) 
days of the completion 
of the newspaper pub-
lication or thereafter a 
judgment of default may 
be rendered against you 
in the above-styled case. 
The subject property is 
described as follows: Lots 
3 and 4, as shown on the 
map of the Rearrange-
ment of Block “B”, South-
mont Addition, Attalla, Ala-
bama, as recorded in Plat 
Book “H”, Page 83, in the 
Etowah County Probate 
Office.  The address of 
the subject property is 506 
Green Street SE, Attalla, 
AL 35954. 

Done the 3rd day of Au-
gust, 2026. 

/s/Jason Knowles
Jason Knowles
Attorney for Plaintiff 
Knowles & Sullivan, LLC 
413 Broad Street 
Gadsden, AL 35901 
jason@kkslawgroup.com
August 7, 14, 21, and 28, 

2026
______________

NOTICE OF 
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CV-2025-900531
John d. Bailey, plaintiff,
Vs.		
Lissa Maddox, Mac 
Smith, Tami Rains, Chris 
Smith, Gary Smith, and 
Michael Smith, including 
any heirs or devisees 
of the same and those 
whose addresses are un-
known and any and all un-
known parties, including 
any persons claiming any 
present interest therein 
and including any person 
claiming any future, con-
tingent, reversionary, re-
mainder, or other interest 
therein, who may claim 
any interest in the above 
described property, defen-
dants. 

The defendants, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known, and any other per-
sons claiming any pres-
ent, future, contingent, 
remainder, reversion, or 
other interest in the lands 
described below, must 
answer plaintiffs’ com-
plaint filed in the above 
referenced court and case 
number within thirty (30) 
days of the completion of 
the publication or thereaf-
ter a judgment of default 
may be rendered against 
you in the above-styled 
case.

The subject property is 
described as follows:
A parcel of land described 
as  Follows:
	
Parcel one:	
For a point of begin-
ning: commence at the 
southwest corner of lot 
number one (1), Carl-
isle acres subdivision, 
according to the map or 
plat thereof, recorded 
in plat book k, page 49, 
probate office, Etowah 
county, Alabama; thence 
run north 85 degrees 04 
minutes 06 seconds west 
a distance of 39.59 feet 
(plat), 39.81 feet (field) to 
a point, thence run south 
05 degrees 12 minutes 06 
seconds east a distance 
of 81.91 feet to the point 
of beginning; thence run 
south 75 	degrees 31 
minutes 54 seconds west 
a distance of 129.20 feet 
to a point; thence run 
north 20 degrees 48 min-
utes 06 seconds west a 
distance of 103.96 feet to 
a point; thence run south 
77 degrees 30 minutes 
54  seconds west a dis-
tance of 183.34 feet to a 
point; thence run south07 
degrees 54 minutes 54 
seconds west a distance 
of 133.75  feet to a point; 
thence run north 88 de-
grees 48 minutes 56 
seconds east a distance 
of 368.59 feet to a point; 
thence run north 05 de-
grees11 minutes 34 sec-
onds west a distance of 
100.00 feet to the point 
of beginning, said tract 
embracing a portion of the 
northeast quarter (ne 1/4) 
of the southwest quar-
ter (SW 1/4), section 3, 
township 11 south, range 
5 east of the Huntsville 
meridian, Etowah county, 
Alabama, containing 1.00 
acre, more or less.		
	
Parcel two:  	
Five (5) acres in a square 
in the NW corner of the 
ne ¼ of the SW ¼ of sec-
tion 3, township 11 south, 
range 5 east,  lying and 
being in Etowah County, 
Alabama, together with 
all improvements locat-
ed thereon. Less  and  
except  those  portions  
conveyed  to  Michael  
Kevin  nix  by  deed  re-
corded  in d-1998-0225; 
save and except those 
portions conveyed to the 
exchange bank of Ala-
bama by deed recorded 
in d-2001-2176; and save 
and except those portions 
conveyed to Lissa  Mad-
dox by deeds recorded in 
d-2001-4039 and d-2001-
4040, said descriptions  
embracing a portion of the 
ne ¼ of the SW ¼ in sec-
tion 3, township 11 south, 
range 5 east.

Done the 5th day of Au-
gust, 2026
.
/S/Sonny J. Steen
Circuit judge

Joshua b. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan, LLC
413 broad street
Gadsden, al 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 7, 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF

 COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY 
ALABAMA

CV-2026-900334.00
ERIC McGEE, PLAIN-
TIFF
v.				  
KAREN SOFIA HEF-
NER HORDESKI, RICKY 
VAN HEFNER, RICH-
ARD, LEE HEFNER and 
SHERI LYNN HEFNER, 
WILLARD HEFNER, 
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KAREN HEFNER, KEN 
JAMIESON, MARY JA-
MIESON, et al,
DEFENDANTS. 

The Defendants, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known, and any other per-
sons claiming any pres-
ent, future, contingent, 
remainder, reversion, or 
other interest in the lands 
described below, must 
answer Plaintiff’s Com-
plaint filed in the above 
referenced court and case 
number within thirty (30) 
days of the completion of 
the publication or thereaf-
ter a judgment of default 
may be rendered against 
you in the above-styled 
case.

The subject property is 
described as follows:
A PARCEL OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:		
	
A parcel of land in the 
west half of the southwest 
quarter of Section Twen-
ty-Two (22), Township 
Ten (10), Range Five (5) 
East, more particular-
ly described as follows: 
for a point of beginning, 
where the branch from 
the old Rogers Spring on 
Cox Gap Road, cross-
es the north boundary, 
thence southwest down 
the branch 233 yards to 
our west boundary thence 
south along the Sawmill 
Hollow branch 130 yards, 
thence east 120 yards, 
thence north 175 yards to 
the point of beginning.
Done the 5th day of Au-
gust, 2026.

/s/SONNY J. STEEN
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Joshua B. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan, LLC
413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 7, 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

_________
SERVICE BY 

PUBLICATION
 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY, 
ALABAMA, CV-2026-
900117.00
 
EXCHANGE BANK OF 
ALABAMA, Plaintiff
v.
MELISSA HIGDON, JA-
SON BAILEY, and JEN-
NIFER CANADY, Defen-
dants
To:           Jason Bailey and 
Jennifer Canady
You have been made a 
defendant in the suit filed 
in this Court by Plaintiff 
seeking partition by sale 
of that real property sit-
uated in Etowah County 
commonly identified as 
305 McElroy Street SE, 
Attalla, Alabama 35954, 
more particularly de-
scribed as: 
T/L-2024 NO 108’ LT 1 
BLK 2 MEADOWLAWN 
NO 1 PLAT E 155 AT-
TALLA SEC 16 TWP 
125 R SE BK 1222 PG 
307 MEADOWLAWN 
E-155#1 LOT 001 (PT) 
BLK 2. (Parcel #16-05-16-
0-001-087.000) 
You are required to mail or 
hand-deliver a written re-
sponse to the complaint in 
this action to the Etowah 
County Circuit Clerk, 801 
Forrest Ave. #202, Gads-
den, AL 35901 with a co-
py to Gilbert C. Steindorff 
IV, Attorney for Plaintiff, 
whose address is: Reyn-
olds, Reynolds & Little, 
LLC, 2100 Southbridge 
Parkway, Suite 228, 
Birmingham, Alabama 
35209.
YOUR RESPONSE 
MUST BE MAILED OR 
DELIVERED NOT LATER 
THAN THIRTY DAYS AF-
TER THE 14th DAY OF 
AUGUST, 2026, WHICH 
IS THE DATE OF THE 
LAST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS SUMMONS.  FAIL-
ING TO ANSWER OR 
PLEAD IN RESPONSE 
WILL RESULT IN A DE-
FAULT BEING ENTERED 
AGAINST YOU.
 
Gilbert C. Steindorff IV
Reynolds, Reynolds & Lit-
tle, LLC
2100 Southbridge Park-
way, Suite 228
Birmingham, Alabama 
35209
205.225.7372
Email: gcsiv@rrllaw.com
 
July 24, 31, August 7, and 
August 14, 2026

____________
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 
CASE NO: 2026-00245 

STATE OF ALABAMA, EX 
REL JOHN R. COOPER, 
DIRECTOR OF THE AL-
ABAMA DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION, 
Petitioner, 
V. 
RICHARD WOODS 
AS SUCCESSOR TO 
GEORGE L. WOODS; 
BECKY NORDGREN, as 
the ETOWAH COUNTY 
TAX ASSESSOR; CITY 
OF GADSDEN, Defen-
dants. 

NOTICE TO: JAMES 
WOODS, DERRICK 

WOODS, RICHARD 
WOODS, JOSEPH 
WOODS AND ANY UN-
KNOWN HEIRS, CLAIM-
ANTS, OR INTEREST-
ED PARTIES CLAIMING 
RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, 
LIEN, OR INTEREST 
ADDRESS: UNKNOWN 
You are hereby notified 
the Alabama Department 
of Transportation, by and 
through their attorney, 
John Porter, III., Esquire 
has filed a complaint in 
writing seeking to con-
demn for the ususes and 
purposes set forth in said 
complaint that certain re-
al property located in the 
county of Etowah, State of 
Alabama, and described 
as follows: 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
A part of NW 4 of the 
SW 4 of Section 10, 
Township 12-5, Range 
6-E, identified as Tract 
No. 49 on Project No. 
RACR-028-759-002 in 
Etowah County, Alabama 
and being more fully de-
scribed as follows: 
Parcel 1 of 1: 
Commencing at the in-
tersection of the present 
east R/W line of Stroud 
Ave and the present south 
R/W line of 10th Street N; 
thence southeasterly and 
along said present R/W 
line a distance of 127 feet, 
more or less, to a point 
on the acquired R/W line 
(said point offset 120’ LT 
and perpendicular to cen-
terline of project at station 
101+55.87), which is the 
point of BEGINNING; 
thence S 63°58′30′′ E and 
along the acquired R/W 
line a distance of 294.13 
feet to a point on the ac-
quired R/W line (said 
point offset 120’ LT and 
perpendicular to center-
line of project at station 
104+50.00); thence S 
52°19′17′′ E and 
along the acquired R/W 
line a distance of 99.04 
feet to a point on the ac-
quired R/W line (said 
point offset 100’ LT and 
perpendicular to center-
line of project at PT sta-
tion 105+47.00); thence 
following the curvature 
thereof an arc distance 
of 456.55 feet and along 
the acquired R/W line to 
a point on the present 
west R/W line of Alabama 
and Tennessee River 
Railroad (said point also 
on the acquired R/W line 
(said point offset 100’ 
LT and perpendicular to 
centerline of project at PT 
station 110+46.42) (said 
arc having a chord bear-
ing of S 75°19′27′′ E, a 
_counterclockwise direc-
tion, a chord distance of 
465.55 feet and a radius 
of 1160.00 feet); thence 
S 47°10′34′′ E and along 
said present R/W line a 
distance of 28.83 feet to 
a point on the present 
north R/W line of Decatur 
Street; thence S 89°24’54” 
W and along said present 
R/W line a distance of 
504.22 feet to a point on 
the present east R/W line 
of Stroud Ave; thence N 
38°53’13” W and along 
said present R/W line a 
distance of 203.60 feet to 
a point on said 
present R/W line; thence 
N 45°19’33” W and along 
said present R/W line a 
distance of 243.96 feet 
to the point and place of 
BEGINNING, containing 
1.41 acre(s), more or less. 
Please be advised that 
you have thirty (30) days 
of the date of the last pub-
lication to file an answer 
or other response with 
the Clerk of the Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama, P.O. Box 187, 
Gadsden, AL 35902 and 
the attorney for the plain-
tiff, John Porter, III, Esq., 
123 Laurel Street, Scotts-
boro, AL 35768. 
You are further notified 
that the hearing of said 
complaint has been set 
by this court for Septem-
ber 15, 2026 at 10:00 
a.m., at which time you 
may appear and answer 
said complaint or file ob-
jections thereto if you so 
desire. 
If the application to con-
demn is granted by the 
Court, a Commissioners’ 
hearing will be scheduled 
within 30 days thereafter 
to determine damages 
which may be due to the 
defendants. For informa-
tion on the date and time 
of such hearing, please 
contact the Probate Court 
during regular business 
hours at 256-549-5333. 
This the 22nd day of Ju-
ly2026. 

Soctt W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE 

July 31, August 7, 14, and 
21, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 

PENDENCY SUIT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY

Civil Action No. 31-CV-
2026900181.00
JOE WISE and PATRICIA 
WISE, Plaintiffs,
A PARCEL OF LAND IN 
ETOWAH COUNTY, AL-
ABAMA
And the Estate of Norma 
Jean Rhodes, deceased, 
and all Fictitious Defen-
dants claiming any pres-
ent, future, contingent, 

remainder, reversion, 
or other interest in said 
lands, or if any Defendant 
is deceased, such a De-
fendant’s heirs or devises 
shall be made parties in 
their stead.
In the Circuit Court of 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, there is pending 
in Case Number CV-
2026900181.00, a verified 
Bill of Complaint filed by 
the Plaintiffs, Joe Wise 
and Patricia Wise, on the 
27th day of March, 2026, 
against the below-de-
scribed lands, lying in 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
and against the Estate of 
Norma Jean Rhodes, de-
ceased; and any and all 
persons claiming any title 
to, interest in, lien or en-
cumbrance on said lands 
and to clear up all doubts 
or disputes concerning 
the same. Plaintiffs claim 
to own all of said land in 
fee simple absolute, free 
of all liens and encum-
brances. The subject 
property is described as 
follows:
Parcel #1:
The East Quarter (maps 
as east 1⁄2) of the North-
west Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter (E1⁄4 
of NW1⁄4 of SE1⁄4) in sec-
tion Nineteen (19), Town-
ship Eleven (11) South, 
Range Five (5) East of 
Huntsville Meridian in 
Etowah County, Alabama.
Parcel #2:
To reach the point of 
beginning, begin at the 
northwest corner of the 
Northeast Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter, Sec-
tion 19, Township 11, 
Range 5 East of
Huntsville Meridian and 
run south and along the 
west line of said forty 525 
feet to a point, which said 
point is the point of begin-
ning to describe the prop-
erty herein conveyed; and 
from said point of begin-
ning run south and along 
the west line of
said forty 551.25 feet to a 
point; thence run east and 
parallel with the north line 
of said forty 400 feet to a 
point; thence run north 
and parallel with the west 
line of said forty 551.25 
feet to a point; thence run 
west and parallel with the 
north line of said forty 400 
feet to the point of begin-
ning; and being a part of 
the Northeast Quarter of 
the Southeast Quarter 
(NE1⁄4 of SE1⁄4), in Sec-
tion Nineteen (19), Town-
ship Eleven (11) South, 
Range Five (5) East of 
Huntsville Meridian, and 
lying and being in Etowah 
County, Alabama.
All persons having an in-
terest in said lands or any 
portion thereof, claiming 
any title thereto or any en-
cumbrance thereon, are 
hereby directed to plead, 
answer, demur or other-
wise respond to the Com-
plaint on or September 
21, 2026; or else suffer 
judgment by default to be 
rendered against them; it 
being intended that this 
notice shall be used to 
perfect service against 
all parties who cannot be 
personally served with a 
copy of the Complaint. 
Your response must 
be tiled with the Circuit 
Clerk, Cassandra “Saro” 
Johnson, Etowah county 
Courthouse, 801 Forrest 
Ave. #202. Gadsden. AL 
35901.
Done this 15th day MAY 
2026

CASSANDRA JOHNSON
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama
Counsel for Plaintiff:
Jessica Guthrie-Hudson
Palisades Title & Land, 
LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
204 3rd St, N.
Oneonta, AL 35121
205-706-6942

July 31, August 7, 14, and 
21, 2026

_____________
LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF ETOWAH COUNTY, 
ALABAMA 

Case No. 31-CV-2026-
900327.00

Lucriferous Holdings LLC, 
Plaintiff, 
v. 
Mary Lynn S. Klinefelter; 
Lydia S. Loftin, her heirs 
or assigns if deceased; 
Sarah S. Marler, her heirs 
or assigns if deceased; 
Betty Sue Hicks, her heirs 
or assigns if deceased; 
Becky Nordgren, Etowah 
County Revenue Com-
missioner; A parcel of real 
property located at 1830 
Mount Zion Ave, Gads-
den, Alabama 35904; and 
all unknown persons who 
may claim any title, inter-
est, lien, or encumbrance 
in the subject property, 
Defendants.

Notice is hereby given 
that a verified complaint 
has been filed by Lucrifer-
ous Holdings LLC seeking 
foreclosure of ad valorem 
tax liens pursuant to Ala. 
Code § 40-10-197, to qui-
et title in rem pursuant to 
Ala. Code § 6-6-560 et 
seq., and ejectment fol-
lowing foreclosure. This 
action concerns the fol-

lowing real property lo-
cated in Etowah County, 
Alabama:
Lot Number Thirty-Five 
(35), in Block Number 
Two (2), in Edgewood 
Subdivision according to 
the map or plat thereof as 
recorded in Book of Town 
Plats “D”, page 247, in 
the Office of the Judge of 
Probate, Etowah County, 
and lying and being in the 
City of Gadsden, Etowah 
County, Alabama. Parcel 
No.: 15-03-07-4-000-
145.000 Common ad-
dress: 1830 Mount Zion 
Ave, Gadsden, Alabama 
35904

This notice is directed 
to all defendants named 
above, including all un-
known persons, heirs, or 
entities who may claim 
any right, title, interest, 
lien, or encumbrance in 
the property.

All persons claiming any 
title, interest, lien, en-
cumbrance, or right of re-
demption in the property 
must appear and respond 
within thirty (30) days af-
ter the final publication of 
this notice, or they shall 
be forever barred from 
asserting any claim to the 
property. All responses 
must be filed on or before 
the 8th day of September 
2026, being thirty (30) 
days after the last date of 
publication. This notice is 
issued for the purpose of 
perfecting service upon 
all parties who cannot be 
personally served with a 
copy of the complaint.

Pursuant to Ala. Code 
§ 40-10-197(c)(3), any 
person with a right to re-
deem the property may 
do so at any time prior to 
the entry of final judgment 
in this action by filing a 
timely answer or motion 
in this court. A judgment 
quieting title may cause a 
person with an interest in 
or claim on the property to 
lose that interest or claim. 
Any person claiming an 
interest in the property 
may appear in this action. 
Any person who is entitled 
to redeem may request 
that the property be sold 
at public auction. In sum-
mary, if you do not want 
to lose any interest or eq-
uity you may have in the 
property, you must take 
all required measures to 
appear in and respond to 
this tax lien foreclosure 
action.

Dated this 29th day of 
June 2026.

Cassandra Johnson, 
Circuit Court Clerk 
Etowah County, 

STANLEY & ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC
201 20th Street South
Irondale, Alabama 35210
Telephone: (205) 451-
4196
 
July 17, 24, 31, and Au-
gust 7, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF

 PETITION FOR 
TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS

 IN THE JUVENILE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE: W.B.M., a minor 
child    
                               
CASE NO.:         JU-2024-
329.02

NOTICE TO:      TRINITY 
RENFROE, the father

You are hereby given 
notice that a Petition has 
been filed by the Etowah 
County Department of 
Human Resources seek-
ing to terminate your pa-
rental rights to minor child 
W.B.M., a minor child 
born to Hannah Morgan 
on November 27, 2024.  
You must file an Answer to 
the Petition with the Clerk 
of the Etowah County Ju-
venile Court within four-
teen (14) days from the 
date of last publication of 
this notice.  If you fail to 
file an Answer within the 
allowed time, a judgment 
by default may be entered 
against you.  You are fur-
ther notified that you have 
the right to have an attor-
ney represent you in this 
matter, and if you cannot 
afford to hire an attorney, 
one can be appointed 
by the Court to repre-
sent you.  The Petition is 
presently set for hearing 
at 9:00 a.m. on August 
31, 2026, at the Etowah 
County Judicial Building, 
801 Forrest Ave., Gads-
den, Alabama 35901.  
You may appear at the 
hearing and contest the 
Petition.
Dated this 15th  day of Ju-
ly 2026

Cassandra Johnson,
CLERK OF COURT

Laura T. Lloyd
Attorney for Etowah 
County DHR
P.O. Box 81 / 819 West 
Main St., Suite C
Centre, AL  35960

July 17, 24, 31, and
August 7, 2026

______________
NOTICE OF 

PETITION FOR 
TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS

IN THE JUVENILE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE: J.J.D.T., a minor 
child            
                                                            
CASE NO.:         JU-2024
271.02

NOTICE TO:      
BRITTANY GOSS,
 the mother

You are hereby given 
notice that a Petition has 
been filed by the Etowah 
County Department of 
Human Resources seek-
ing to terminate your pa-
rental rights to minor child 
J.J.D.T., a minor born to 
Brittany Goss on August 
11, 2022.  You must file 
an Answer to the Peti-
tion with the Clerk of the 
Etowah County Juvenile 
Court within fourteen (14) 
days from the date of last 
publication of this notice.  
If you fail to file an Answer 
within the allowed time, a 
judgment by default may 
be entered against you.  
You are further notified 
that you have the right 
to have an attorney rep-
resent you in this matter, 
and if you cannot afford to 
hire an attorney, one can 
be appointed by the Court 
to represent you.  The 
Petition is presently set 
for hearing at 9:00 a.m. 
on August 26, 2026, at 
the Etowah County Judi-
cial Building, 801 Forrest 
Ave., Gadsden, Alabama 
35901.  You may appear 
at the hearing and contest 
the Petition.

Dated this 15th day of Ju-
ly, 2026.

Cassandra Johnson,
CLERK OF COURT

Laura T. Lloyd
Attorney for Etowah 
County DHR
P.O. Box 81 / 819 West 
Main St., Suite C
Centre, AL  35960 

July 17, 24, 31, and 
August 7, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 

PETITION FOR 
TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS

IN THE JUVENILE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: A.F.G.    CASE 
NO.:         JU-2016-292.04

IN RE: A.H.G.  CASE 
NO.:         JU-2016-293.04

NOTICE TO:      DEREK 
CRANFORD, the father

You are hereby given 
notice that a Petition has 
been filed by the Etowah 
County Department of 
Human Resources seek-
ing to terminate your 
parental rights to minor 
child A.F.G., a minor child 
born to Shaina Guyton on 
November 2, 2014, and 
A.H.G., a minor child born 
to Shaina Guyton on No-
vember 2, 2014.  You must 
file an Answer to the Peti-
tion with the Clerk of the 
Etowah County Juvenile 
Court within fourteen (14) 
days from the date of last 
publication of this notice.  
If you fail to file an Answer 
within the allowed time, a 
judgment by default may 
be entered against you.  
You are further notified 
that you have the right 
to have an attorney rep-
resent you in this matter, 
and if you cannot afford to 
hire an attorney, one can 
be appointed by the Court 
to represent you.  The 
Petition is presently set 
for hearing at 9:00 a.m. 
on August 27, 2026, at 
the Etowah County Judi-
cial Building, 801 Forrest 
Ave., Gadsden, Alabama 
35901.  You may appear 
at the hearing and contest 
the Petition.

Dated this 15th day of 
July, 2026.

Cassandra Johnson,
CLERK OF COURT

Laura T. Lloyd
Attorney for Etowah
County DHR
P.O. Box 81 / 819 West 
Main St., Suite C
Centre, AL  35960

July 17, 24, 31, and Au-
gust 7, 2026

____________
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE

The Water Works Board 
of Attalla will hold a public 
hearing on September 1, 
2026, from 5:00 PM un-
til 6:00 pm at the Attalla 
Water Board Office, 509 
4th Street NW, Attalla, AL 
35954 to discuss the sub-
mission of an application 
for the 2026 Drinking Wa-
ter State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) loan program 
through the Alabama De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Management (ADEM) 
and the Environmental 
Information Document 
(EID) associated with the 
proposed project.  The 
hearing will address the 
proposed construction of 

a new clearwell at the Wa-
ter Treatment Plant locat-
ed at 1780 Highway 77, 
Attalla, AL  35954.

A copy of the EID will be 
available for review at the 
Public Hearing.
Any person with a disabil-
ity or communication im-
pairment should contact 
the Water Works Board of 
Attalla at (256) 538-3322 
if special accommodation 
is needed.  The Board will 
attempt to satisfy all rea-
sonable requests.

August 7, 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Gadsden will 
conduct a Certified Pub-
lic Test and Inspection of 
DS200 and ES Express 
Vote machines to be used 
in the Gadsden Municipal 
election on Tuesday, Au-
gust 25, 2026.

Said test and inspection is 
open to the public and will 
be conducted at 4:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, August 
12, 2026, at the former 
health department build-
ing located directly be-
hind the Etowah County 
Courthouse, 800 Forrest 
Avenue, Gadsden, Ala-
bama.

Jennifer Smith
City Clerk/Treasurer

August 7, 2026
____________

INVITATION TO BID

BID INFORMATION
A.	Project: 		
Industrial Tank Recoating

B.	Owner: Attalla Water 
Works Board

C.Engineer: Canyon En-
gineering, LLC

1.2
ANNOUNCEMENT

A.	Your firm is invited to 
submit a sealed Bid for 
the project listed above. 
The Owner will receive 
Bids at the Attalla Water 
Works Board Office, locat-
ed at 509 4th Street NW, 
Attalla, Alabama, 35954, 
until 11:00 AM local time 
on the 20th day of Au-
gust 2026, at which time 
and place the Bids will be 
publicly opened and read 
aloud. Bids not received 
by the indicated time will 
not be opened.

B.	Project Description: 
Cleaning, blasting, minor 
repairs, recoating, and 
disinfecting of a 500,000 
gallon welded steel ele-
vated water tank known 
as the Industrial Tank.

C.	Owner requires the 
Project to be completed in 
60 calendar days.

D.	Bidding Documents 
for a Unit Price contract 
may be obtained from the 
office of the Canyon Engi-
neering, LLC, 1912 Gault 
Avenue N, Fort Payne, 
Alabama, 35967. Elec-
tronic copies will be avail-
able via a free download 
to all potential bidders.  
Paper sets are available 
upon receipt of a $60.00 
non-refundable amount 
per set.

E.	Potential bidders may 
view the Bid Documents 
at the office of Canyon 
Engineering by appoint-
ment only.

F.	Bidders will be required 
to provide Bid securi-
ty according to the re-
quirements in Document 
002113 - Instructions to 
Bidders and Document 
003100 - Available Project 
Information.

G.	Refer to other Bid-
ding requirements as 
described in Document 
002113 - Instructions to 
Bidders and Document 
003100 - Available Project 
Information.

H.	Submit your Bid on 
the Bid Form provided. 
Bidders are required to 
submit the bid form, bid 
bond, and the E-Verify 
documents at the time 
of the bid.  Bids must be 
submitted in a sealed en-
velope bearing the name 
and address of the bidder, 
the bidder’s General Con-
tractor’s license number, 
the project name, and bid 
date.  Bidders are asked 
not to submit the full 
contract documents and 
specifications book at the 
time of the bid.

I.	 Bidders must carry the 
Painting and Sandblast-
ing construction classi-
fication as listed in the 
roster of the Alabama 
State Licensing Board for 
General Contractors to be 
considered for the award 
of the project.

J.	Your Bid will be required 
to be submitted under a 
condition of irrevocability 
for a period of 60 calendar 
days after submission.

K.	The Owner reserves 
the right to waive irregu-
larities and to accept or 
reject any or all Bids.

James G (Chuck) Chit-
wood, P.E.
President
Canyon Engineering
P.O. Box 680021
Fort Payne, AL  35968
(256) 558-0773
chuck@canyonengineer-
ingllc.com

July 24, 31, August 7 and 
14, 2026

_____________
ADVERTISEMENT FOR 

BIDS
ITB No. 2026-01

Etowah County Emer-
gency Communications 
District
4610 Airport Rd.
Gadsden, AL 35904

Etowah County Emergen-
cy Communications Dis-
trict is issuing an Invitation 
to Bid(ITB) to interested 
qualified companies for a 
Grounding and Electrical 
Improvement Project. A 
mandatory prebid confer-
ence will be held on Au-
gust 18th, 2026 at 11:00 
AM Central Time at the 
Etowah County 911 cen-
ter located at the address 
above.

Sealed proposals will be 
received on September 
1st, 2026 until 2:00 PM 
Central Time at the above 
address, at which time 
there will be a public bid 
opening.

Award will be made only 
to competent and respon-
sible bidders as mandat-
ed by Title 39 of the Code 
of Alabama who have 
the experience and other 
qualifications as set forth 
in the bid documents. 
Prequalification is not re-
quired.

Proposal documents may 
be requested at the above 
address during regular 
business hours or by 
emailing your request to 
lee.moore@911consult.
com. 

Etowah County Emer-
gency Communications 
District reserves the right 
to reject any/or all propos-
als, waive any informality 
in the proposals received, 
and to accept any pro-
posal which, in its opinion 
may be in the best interest 
of Etowah County Emer-
gency Communications 
District.

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

____________
ALABAMA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT

NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR UNDER-
GROUND INJECTION 
CONTROL (UIC) PER-
MIT
AND REQUEST FOR 
COMMENTS
 PUBLIC NOTICE - 212

St. Clair County

Ira Phillips, Inc. c/o Mr. 
Jonathan Tang, 310 North 
3rd Street, Gadsden, AL 
35901, UIC Permit Num-
ber ALSI5580009 has 
applied for the issuance 
of a permit for Class V 
Injection Wells at Former 
Martin’s Texaco, 36950 
U.S. Highway 231 North, 
Ashville, AL 35953 for 
the injection of activated 
carbon, calcium sulfate 
dihydrate, sodium nitrate, 
ammonium sulfate, po-
tassium sulfate, sodium 
carbonate peroxyhydrate, 
silicic acid, sodium salt, 
sodium silicate, silicon di-
oxide, and ferrous sulfate 
solution to aid in the reme-
diation of existing contam-
ination. 

The draft permit contains 
requirements and limita-
tions which are protective 
of ground 
water quality.

Copies of the draft permit, 
conditions, limitations and 
a fact sheet as applicable 
describing the methodol-
ogy for setting the limita-
tions and conditions and 
other related documents 
are available for public in-
spection electronically via 
http://adem.alabama.gov/
newsEvents/publicNotic-
es.cnt, and at the following 
location Monday – Friday 
(except legal holidays), 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm.  A 
nominal fee for copying 
and/or mailing may be 
charged.  Arrangements 
for copying should be 
made in advance.

James H. Carlson, Chief
ADEM-Water Division
1400 Coliseum Blvd.
[Mailing address: PO Box 
301463; Zip 36130-1463]
Montgomery, Alabama 
36110-2400
(334) 271-7823
water-permits@adem.al-
abama.gov

Persons wishing to com-
ment may do so, in writ-
ing, to the Department’s 
named contact above 
within 30 days following 
the publication date of 
this notice. COMMENT-
ERS SHOULD IDENTIFY 
THE APPROPRIATE UIC 
PERMIT NUMBER ON 
THE FIRST PAGE OF 
THEIR COMMENTS.  In 
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order to affect final deci-
sions, comments must of-
fer technically substantial 
information that is applica-
ble to the draft permit.

A written request for a 
public hearing may also 
be filed within that 30-day 
period and must state 
the nature of the issues 
proposed to be raised in 
the hearing.  The Director 
shall hold a public hear-
ing whenever it is found, 
on the basis of hearing 
requests, that there ex-
ists a significant degree 
of public interest in the 
permit application or draft 
permit.  The Director may 
also hold a hearing if he 
determines that it would 
clarify one or more issues 
involved in the permit de-
cision.

After consideration of all 
written comments, review 
of any public hearing re-
cord, and consideration 
of the requirements of the 
Alabama Water Pollution 
Control Act, the Federal 
Water Pollution Control 
Act and applicable regu-
lations, the Department 
will make a final determi-
nation.  The Department 
will develop a response to 
comments, which will be-
come part of the public re-
cord.  The Department will 
post responses to com-
ments as well as the final 
permit determinations to 
the Department’s web-
site at http://app.adem.
alabama.gov/eFile/.  To 
find the response to com-
ments and final permit 
determination, you may 
search by the permit num-
ber listed in this notice.

The Department main-
tains a list of interested in-
dividuals who are emailed 
legal notices regarding 
proposed permits.  If you 
wish to receive such no-
tices, please sign up at 
http://adem.alabama.gov 
by entering your email 
address on the left side of 
the page and clicking the 
submit button.

Notice is hereby given this 
10th day of August, 2026, 
by authorization of the 
Alabama Department of 
Environmental Manage-
ment.

Edward F. Poolos
Director

Nondiscrimination State-
ment:  The Department 
does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, reli-
gion, age or disability in 
the administration of its 
programs.

August 7, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 

PROPOSED VACATION 
OF NANCY AVENUE

A petition has been re-
ceived by the City of 
Gadsden for the vacation 
of  Nancy Avenue, de-
scribed as follows:	
Tract #1: Begin at an ex-
isting 1” pipe at the South-
west corner of Lot #8, 
in Block “16”, of Clayton 
Subdivision, as recorded 
in Plat Book “D”, Pages 
70 & 71, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Alabama, 
and point being at the in-
tersection with the North-
erly R/W of Nancy Avenue 
(50’ R/W) and the Easterly 
R/W of Perry Street (50’ 
R/W), and run S02°01’41 
“E, along said Perry Street 
Easterly R/W, 25.06 feet 
to a point; thence run 
S87°56’22”E, leaving said 
R/W, 300.09 feet to a point 
at the intersection with the 
Westerly R/W of Wilson 
Drive (50’ R/W); thence 
run N02°01’41”W, along 
said Westerly R/W, 25.06 
feet to an existing¾” pipe; 
thence run N87°56’22”W, 
leaving said Westerly 
R/W , 300.09 feet to the 
point of beginning. Said 
property being a portion of 
the annulled Nancy Ave-
nue, lying between Block 
“16” on the North, and 
Block “17” on the South, 
Clayton Subdivision, 
Etowah County, Alabama 
and contains 0.17 acre 
(more or less).

Tract #2: Commence at 
an existing 1” pipe at the 
Southwest corner of Lot 
#8, in Block “16”, of Clay-
ton Subdivision, as re-
corded in Pl at Book “D”, 
Pages 70 & 71, Probate 
Office, Etowah County, 
Alabama, said point being 
at the intersection with the 
Northerly R/W of Nancy 
Avenue (50’ R/W) and 
the Easterly R/W of Perry 
Street (50’ R/W), and run 
S02°01’41”E, along said 
Perry Street Easterly R/W, 
25.06 feet to the point of 
beginning of the property 
described herein; thence 
run S87°56’22”E, leaving 
said R/W, 300.09 feet to 
a point at the intersection 
with the Westerly R/W of 
Wilson Drive (50’ R/W); 
thence run S02°01’41 
“E, along said Westerly 
R/W, 25.06 feet to a point; 
thence run N87°56’22”W, 
leaving said R/W, 300.09 
feet to a point on said Per-
ry Street Easterly R/W; 
thence run N02°01’41 “W, 
along said Easterly R/W, 
25.06 feet to the point of 
beginning. Said proper-
ty being a portion of the 
annulled Nancy Avenue, 
lying between Block “16” 
on the North, and Block 
“17” on the South, Clay-

ton Subdivision, Etowah 
County, Alabama, and 
contains .017 acre (more 
or less).

A resolution granting as-
sent to this vacation will 
be considered by the City 
Council at its meeting on 
Tuesday, September 15, 
2026 at 10:00 a.m., in 
the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 90 Broad Street.  
Objections to the passage 
of the resolution will be 
heard at that time.  A map 
of the proposed vacation 
will be available for public 
inspection during regu-
lar business hours in the 
Engineering Department, 
third floor, Room 302, City 
Hall.
Jennifer Smith, City Clerk 

August 7, 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

_________
NOTICE OF 
PROPOSED 

VACATION OF 
MARGIE STREET

A petition has been re-
ceived by the City of 
Gadsden for the vacation 
of  Margie Street, de-
scribed as follows:	
A parcel of land that is 
described as beginning  
at northeast  corner  of 
Lot  I  of the James Neal 
Subdivision recorded in 
Plat Book “ I”, Page  I60  
as  filed  in  the  Probate  
Court  of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama; thence in a 
westerly direction 118.32’ 
to the northwest corner 
of Lot I of said subdivi-
sion;  thence  in  a south-
erly direction  along  the 
western  boundary lines 
of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
and 7 of said subdivision 
the distance of 919.65’  
to  the southwest corner 
of Lot 7 of said subdivi-
sion;  thence  west 5O.1’ 
to the southeast corner of 
Lot 8 of said subdivision; 
thence in a northerly di-
rection along the  eastern 
boundary lines of Lots 8, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 
15 of said subdivision the 
distance of 9l8.17’; thence 
in an easterly direction 
approximately 50’ to the 
northwest corner of Lot 
1, being the point of be-
ginning. Said property 
describing the area de-
scribed as Margie Street 
as depicted on the James 
Neal Subdivision plat as 
recorded in Plat Book “I”, 
Page 160 as filed in the 
Probate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama.

A resolution granting as-
sent to this vacation will 
be considered by the City 
Council at its meeting on 
Tuesday, September 15, 
2026 at 10:00 a.m., in 
the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 90 Broad Street.  

Objections to the passage 
of the resolution will be 
heard at that time.  A map 
of the proposed vacation 
will be available for public 
inspection during regu-
lar business hours in the 
Engineering Department, 
third floor, Room 302, City 
Hall.
Jennifer Smith, City Clerk 

August 7,  14, 21, and 28, 
2026		

_____________
LEGAL NOTICE

The following units will be 
auctioned or otherwise 
disposed of on August 13, 
2026 beginning at 9 a.m. 
on the premises of Stock 
It N Lock It Mini Storage 
located at 3403 Rainbow 
Parkway, Rainbow City, 
AL, 35906.

Mia Chalkey - Unit 188-G

Brandon Giles
Unit 187-G

Wes Gwin - Unit 95-D, 
159-F and 503-L

Paige Halasinski - Unit 
142-F

Jacob Morgan 
Unit 236-I

Andy Street - Unit 309-K

Justin Wade - Unit 213-H

July 31 and August 7, 
2026

___________
LEGAL NOTICE

The following storage 
units will be auctioned 
on August 12, 2026 be-
ginning at 10:00 A.M. on 
the business premises of 
Southtowne Mini Ware-
houses, Southtowne is 
located at 199 Woodland 
Drive, off of Steele Station 
Road in Rainbow City, AL. 
356906.

Roosevelt Johnson
Unit 49, 62-764

Catie Hall - Unit 92

Tami Powell - Unit 144
Jacqueline Looney
Unit 326

Sonya Atchinson
Unit 361

Dezira Blount - Unit 411

Tabatha Mobuary - Unit 
421

Ryne Smith - Unit 475

Fredrick Milliner -Unit 523

Jessica Spears - Unit 520

Jennifer Drummond - Unit 
538

Rhonda Usry - Unit 544

Mary Butler - Unit 581

Dazaree Turner - Unit 6-5

Chris Smith - Unit 715

Jacob Cornelious - Unit 
717

Ligaya Furguson - Unit 
34-1A

Barbara Mashburn- Unit 
13-12

Regina Holliday - Unit 34-
18

Katie Barcomb - Unit 52-
17

Lanalda Woods - Unit 83-
14

Southtowne Mini Ware-
houses
199 Woodland Drive
Rainbow City, AL. 35906

July 31 and August 7, 
2026

___________
NOTICE OF VEHICLE 

POSSESSION
 
Notice is hereby given that 
the undersigned will pro-
ceed to take possession 
of the following described 
abandoned vehicle(s) on 
09/14/2026 at 9:00 a.m.

2015 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee Overland
VIN:  1C4RJFCG-
4FC623368

A&J Towing LLC
4975 Hopper Road
Altoona, AL. 35952

August 7 and 14, 2026
_____________
LEGAL ZONING 

NOTICE

At a regular meeting 
of the City Council of 
Gadsden to be held in 
the Council Chamber at 
City Hall, First Floor, 90 
Broad Street, Gadsden, 
Alabama on Tuesday, 
September 8, 2026 com-
mencing at 10:00 a.m., a 
public hearing will be held 
to consider the adoption 
of an ordinance substan-
tially as follows:
BE IT ORDAINED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA, 
that the Official Zoning 
Map of the City of Gads-
den adopted by Ordi-
nance No. O-36-25, as 
amended, is hereby fur-
ther amended by Zoning 
classification district for 
the following described 
properties:
“A request to rezone the 
following described prop-
erties from TR, Traditional 
Residential District to HC, 
Highway Commercial. 
(Property address being 
The Front Road Portion of  

1651 Highway 411). 7.2 
Acres 
TRACT 1 PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION
A part of section 35, town-
ship 11 south, range 6 
east, Etowah county, Ala-
bama, being more partic-
ularly described as com-
mencing at the southwest 
corner of the southwest 
1/4, of the northeast 1/4, 
of said section 35, then 
N89°35’41”E a distance 
of 742.05 feet to a 5/8” 
rebar, then N00°41’43”W 
a distance of 521.73 feet 
to a 5/8” rebar with yellow 
cap stamped CDG, then 
N00°56’06”W a distance 
of 201.50 feet to an iron 
set (this iron and all oth-
er irons referred to as 
“set” are 1/2” rebar with a 
red plastic cap stamped 
Allen CA-1005-LS), the 
point of beginning. Then 
from the point of begin-
ning N00°56’06”W a dis-
tance of 141.21 feet to 
an iron set on the south 
right-of-way of U.S. high-
way 411. Then along 
the south right-of-way of 
said U.S. Highway 411 
N58°14’21”E a distance 
of 496.66 feet to a 6” x 
6” concrete monument. 
Then continue along said 
south right-of-way along a 
curve to the right having a 
radius of 1814.86 feet, an 
arc length of 435.54 feet 
and a chord bearing and 
distance of N65°04’18”E 
434.50 feet to a busted 6” 
x 6” concrete monument. 
Then continue along said 
south right-of-way along a 
curve to the right having a 
radius of 1814.86 feet, an 
arc length of 27.46 feet 
and a chord bearing and 
distance of N72°25’38”E 
27.46 feet to an iron set 
on the south right-of-
way of an alley. Then 
leaving the south right-
of-way of said Highway 
411 and along the south 
right-of-way of an alley 
N89°55’28”E a distance 
of 86.89 feet to an iron set 
at the northwest corner 
of lot 1 of browning place 
subdivision as recorded 
in plat book I, page 92, 
probate office Etowah 
County, Alabama. The 
along the west boundary 
of said browning place 
subdivision S00°28’02”E 
a distance of 213.72 
feet to a 1/2” steel rod. 
Then continue along said 
west boundary of brown-
ing place subdivision 
S89°04’37”E a distance of 
39.54 feet to an iron set. 
Then continue along said 
west boundary of brown-
ing place subdivision 
S00°44’46”E a distance 
of 100.00 feet to a 3/8” 
bent rebar. Then continue 
along said west boundary 
of browning place sub-
division S00°55’51”E a 
distance of 35.70 feet to 

an iron set. Then leaving 
said west boundary of 
browning place subdivi-
sion S89°39’11”W a dis-
tance of 462.15 feet to an 
iron set. Then continue 
S89°39’11”W a distance 
of 50.00 feet to a point on 
the west right-of-way of 
a future proposed road. 
Then along said west 
right-of-way S00°20’49”W 
a distance of 250.00 feet 
to an iron set. Then leav-
ing said west right-of-way 
N89°39’11”W a dis-tance 
of 456.03 feet to the point 
of beginning and con-
taining 6.23 acres more 
or less. According to a 
survey prepared by Allen 
Land Surveying dated 10-
17-2025, project number 
25-116.
TRACT 2 PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION:
A part of section 35, town-
ship 11 south, range 6 
east, Etowah County, Ala-
bama, being more partic-
ularly described as com-
mencing at the southwest 
corner of the southwest 
1/4, of the northeast 1/4, 
of said section 35, then 
N89°35’41”E a distance 
of 742.05 feet to a 5/8” 
rebar. Then N00°41’43”W 
a distance of 521.73 feet 
to a 5/8” rebar with yellow 
cap stamped CDG. Then 
N00°56’06”W a distance 
of 342.72 feet to an iron 
set (this iron and all oth-
er irons referred to as 
“set” are 1/2” rebar with a 
red plastic cap stamped 
Allen CA-1005-LS) on 
the south right-of-way of 
U.S. Highway 411. Then 
leaving said south right-
of-way N00°56’06”W a 
distance of 227.39 feet to 
an iron set on the north 
right-of-way of said U.S 
Highway 411, the point of 
beginning. Then from the 
point of beginning, leav-
ing said north right-of-way 
N00°56’06”W a distance 
of 146.99 feet to an iron 
set. Then N00°56’06”W 
a distance of 56.76 feet 
to an iron set. Then 
N89°19’57”E a distance of 
322.09 feet to an iron set 
on the north right-of-way 
of said U.S Highway 411. 
Then along said north 
right-of-way S30°12’25”E 
a distance of 8.50 feet to 
a 6” x 6” busted concrete 
monument. Then contin-
ue along said north right-
of-way N58°13’07”W a 
distance of 379.99 feet 
to the point of beginning 
and containing 0.79 acres 
more or less. According to 
a survey prepared by Al-
len Land Surveying dated 
10-17-2025, project num-
ber 25-116.

Jenifer Smith, City Clerk

August 7 and 21, 2026.

____________
SERVICES

	
WATER DAMAGE 

CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 

damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! If you have water 
in your home that needs 

to be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have zip 
code of service lo-cation 

ready when you call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service 

available for appliance 
repair. Wash-er/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refriger-
ator, Stove/Oven and 
all major appliances. 

Certified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Call to schedule your 
appointment now! 1-877-

441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems 

at AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Call 

Now! 1-877-583-6484

SELLING a RV, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 

STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 

readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 

Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspaper 

(partici-pating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 

easy it is to ad-vertise 
statewide! 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 

fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 

paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 

Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 

contract, no hidden fees 

and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlim-ited 
talk and text, starting at 

just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-

358-5270

__________
HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable 

Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 

1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-

er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 

Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 

1-877-651-8016
______________

FOR SALE

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! 

Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. 

Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 

Kit with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-

bama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 

overpaying for your ser-
vice, call now for a free 

quote and see how much 
you can save! 1-877-541-

5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on Car-
pet-ing & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 

LeafFilter is the most ad-
vanced gutter pro-tection 

for your home, backed 
by a no-clog guarantee 

and lifetime transfer-
rable war-ranty. Call 

today 1-833-683-2005 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-

tion and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 20% 
off! Seniors and military 
save an additional 10%. 
Restrictions apply, see 

representative for warran-
ty and offer details

_____________
AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and re-

ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-724-3049 

today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 

Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help 

veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

Gadsden State Community College 
will now be selling all Surplus items on 

Govdeals.com.  
Anyone interested in purchasing can go to

Govdeals.com, register as a bidder, type in 
Gadsden State Community College in the search
engine and view all the items we have for sale. All

items are sold As is.

SURPLUS  ITEMS 
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