
Candidates from several Candidates from several 
local races outlined their pri-local races outlined their pri-
orities to Gadsden residents orities to Gadsden residents 
on Sunday at a nonpartisan on Sunday at a nonpartisan 
candidate forum sponsored candidate forum sponsored 
by Gadsden’s Divine Nine by Gadsden’s Divine Nine 
ahead of the Aug. 25 elec-ahead of the Aug. 25 elec-
tion.tion.

The Divine Nine chose The Divine Nine chose 
two moderators, Judge Nikki two moderators, Judge Nikki 
Tinker and former Gadsden Tinker and former Gadsden 
City superintendent, Tony City superintendent, Tony 
Reddick, to ask each can-Reddick, to ask each can-
didate about their priorities didate about their priorities 
and visions for the future of and visions for the future of 
Gadsden. Gadsden. 

The mayoral candidates The mayoral candidates 
and opposing candidates and opposing candidates 

from two districts, one and from two districts, one and 
three, were given two min-three, were given two min-
utes to answer their ques-utes to answer their ques-
tion, two minutes for a re-tion, two minutes for a re-
buttal and one additional buttal and one additional 
minute for clarification or a minute for clarification or a 
follow-up response.follow-up response.

Mayoral CandidatesMayoral Candidates
The moderators asked the The moderators asked the 

candidates, Mayor Craig candidates, Mayor Craig 

Ford and Thomas Worthy, Ford and Thomas Worthy, 
ten questions covering top-ten questions covering top-
ics from economic develop-ics from economic develop-
ment to health care. While ment to health care. While 
the candidates had different the candidates had different 
priorities for most of the top-priorities for most of the top-
ics, the one common ground ics, the one common ground 
was data centers. was data centers. 

On Thursday, Aug. 20, there was On Thursday, Aug. 20, there was 
one city in the United States where its one city in the United States where its 
residents withstood temperatures of residents withstood temperatures of 
nearly 90 degrees to attend a ground-nearly 90 degrees to attend a ground-
breaking ceremony for its brand new, breaking ceremony for its brand new, 
$7 million tennis courts—and that $7 million tennis courts—and that 
was the city of Gadsden, Alabama. was the city of Gadsden, Alabama. 

Heath Williamson, the Director of Heath Williamson, the Director of 
Engineering for the city, kicked off Engineering for the city, kicked off 
the ceremony by explaining how much the ceremony by explaining how much 
playing a role in such a large-scale playing a role in such a large-scale 
project meant to him.project meant to him.

“It’s just a great honor to be a part “It’s just a great honor to be a part 
of a project like this. You’ve seen us of a project like this. You’ve seen us 
get to go through several projects like get to go through several projects like 
this, one after another, and from my this, one after another, and from my 
seat, it’s a whole lot of fun.” seat, it’s a whole lot of fun.” 

Williamson then gave his thanks Williamson then gave his thanks 
to everyone involved in making the to everyone involved in making the 
project possible, including the City of project possible, including the City of 
Gadsden engineering team, Chamb-Gadsden engineering team, Chamb-
less King Architects and Milam Con-less King Architects and Milam Con-
struction. struction. 

“I truly work with a bunch of profes-“I truly work with a bunch of profes-
sionals,” Williamson said, “and with-sionals,” Williamson said, “and with-
out them, this would be much harder.”out them, this would be much harder.”

After Williamson gave a brief in-After Williamson gave a brief in-
vocation, in which he blessed the vocation, in which he blessed the 
people at the ceremony and the proj-people at the ceremony and the proj-
ect as it progresses, John Chambless, ect as it progresses, John Chambless, 
co-founder of Chambless King Archi-co-founder of Chambless King Archi-

tects, spoke and expressed gratitude tects, spoke and expressed gratitude 
to the city for his involvement in the to the city for his involvement in the 
design and development of the tennis design and development of the tennis 
courts. courts. 

“Today is much more than a ground-“Today is much more than a ground-
breaking on a new tennis center,” breaking on a new tennis center,” 
Chambless said. “It is really part of a Chambless said. “It is really part of a 
larger vision for Gadsden—investing larger vision for Gadsden—investing 
in quality of life, recreation, health in quality of life, recreation, health 
and places that bring people together.”and places that bring people together.”

Chambless also stated that the city is Chambless also stated that the city is 
sending a clear message in doing this.sending a clear message in doing this.

“Gadsden is moving forward and “Gadsden is moving forward and 
investing in the people who call Gads-investing in the people who call Gads-
den home,” he said. den home,” he said. 

As he sees it, the tennis center will As he sees it, the tennis center will 
help build a stronger sense of com-help build a stronger sense of com-
munity in the city, adding that it will munity in the city, adding that it will 
not only be a place to play and com-not only be a place to play and com-
pete—but also “a gathering place for pete—but also “a gathering place for 
young players, students, families and young players, students, families and 
friends.” friends.” 
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Additionally, Chambless noted the more practical Additionally, Chambless noted the more practical 
benefits of the project, too.benefits of the project, too.

“Tournament play will be enhanced by this new ten-“Tournament play will be enhanced by this new ten-
nis facility and bring new visitors and expanded eco-nis facility and bring new visitors and expanded eco-
nomic activity to Gadsden,” Chambless said. nomic activity to Gadsden,” Chambless said. 

Still, he explained that practicality was not the only Still, he explained that practicality was not the only 
factor in this decision. factor in this decision. 

“Years from now, the success of this facility will be “Years from now, the success of this facility will be 
measured not only in the matches played but by the measured not only in the matches played but by the 
friendships formed, children and students encouraged, friendships formed, children and students encouraged, 
families gathered, and memories created,” Chambless families gathered, and memories created,” Chambless 
said. “The city, with the support and partnership of said. “The city, with the support and partnership of 
Gadsden State, is not simply building a tennis center; Gadsden State, is not simply building a tennis center; 
together, they are building community and helping together, they are building community and helping 
build the next chapter of the new vision for Gadsden.” build the next chapter of the new vision for Gadsden.” 

Mike Milam, president of Milam & Co., the con-Mike Milam, president of Milam & Co., the con-
struction company building the courts, also had a few struction company building the courts, also had a few 
words to add. words to add. 

“Thank you for the opportunity that we’re given to “Thank you for the opportunity that we’re given to 
work in partnership. That’s what it’s about,” Milam work in partnership. That’s what it’s about,” Milam 
said, echoing sentiments similar to Williamson’s and said, echoing sentiments similar to Williamson’s and 
Chambless’s, before reading aloud a Bible verse that Chambless’s, before reading aloud a Bible verse that 
one of his mentors always carried with him. “‘How one of his mentors always carried with him. “‘How 

good and pleasant is it when God’s people live together good and pleasant is it when God’s people live together 
in unity!’” he finished, a quote that was met with invig-in unity!’” he finished, a quote that was met with invig-
orated applause from the ceremony’s attendants.orated applause from the ceremony’s attendants.

Mark Salmon, Chief Facilities Officer of the Ala-Mark Salmon, Chief Facilities Officer of the Ala-
bama Community College System, represented Chan-bama Community College System, represented Chan-
cellor Jimmy Baker, who could not attend the ceremo-cellor Jimmy Baker, who could not attend the ceremo-
ny in-person. ny in-person. 

“He is pleased to partner with you in making this “He is pleased to partner with you in making this 
tennis court a reality and a dream for this community,” tennis court a reality and a dream for this community,” 
stated Salmon.stated Salmon.

After acknowledging Baker’s absence and personal After acknowledging Baker’s absence and personal 
thoughts, Salmon went on to tell an anecdote about his thoughts, Salmon went on to tell an anecdote about his 
and his daughter’s own relationship with tennis, who and his daughter’s own relationship with tennis, who 
he said “changed the world” with her love for tennis, he said “changed the world” with her love for tennis, 
and how that experience grounds his hope for the ten-and how that experience grounds his hope for the ten-
nis center in Gadsden. nis center in Gadsden. 

“This tennis facility—in the vision of Mayor Ford—“This tennis facility—in the vision of Mayor Ford—
is going to create wonderful memories for moms and is going to create wonderful memories for moms and 
dads as they bring their sons and daughters to this dads as they bring their sons and daughters to this 
place and they develop a love for tennis.”place and they develop a love for tennis.”

Once Salmon was done speaking, Gadsden State Once Salmon was done speaking, Gadsden State 
Community College’s very own president, Alan Smith, Community College’s very own president, Alan Smith, 
gave a few brief remarks as well.gave a few brief remarks as well.

“I celebrated one year of being the president on “I celebrated one year of being the president on 
August 1st,” he began. “When I started, I simply had August 1st,” he began. “When I started, I simply had 
a mission that I wanted every college employee to a mission that I wanted every college employee to 

know—that our mission is to help people,” he contin-know—that our mission is to help people,” he contin-
ued, emphasizing that the goal was for Gadsden State ued, emphasizing that the goal was for Gadsden State 
to become “the most affordable, accessible, and achiev-to become “the most affordable, accessible, and achiev-
able college anywhere in the United States of Ameri-able college anywhere in the United States of Ameri-
ca.” ca.” 

Through the construction of the tennis courts, he Through the construction of the tennis courts, he 
hopes that the college will inch a little closer to that hopes that the college will inch a little closer to that 
goal. goal. 

“We want to be a college for the community, and I “We want to be a college for the community, and I 
think today embodies that 100%,”think today embodies that 100%,”

Smith said. Smith said. 
Smith also thanked Mark Salmon and Tim McCart-Smith also thanked Mark Salmon and Tim McCart-

ney, a Board of Trustees member, for working alongside ney, a Board of Trustees member, for working alongside 
him throughout the planning and funding processes. him throughout the planning and funding processes. 

Finally, Mayor Craig Ford emphasized just how im-Finally, Mayor Craig Ford emphasized just how im-
portant his and the city’s relationship with Gadsden portant his and the city’s relationship with Gadsden 
State by detailing his history with the college, stating State by detailing his history with the college, stating 
that their connection is unique to them. As such, the that their connection is unique to them. As such, the 
tennis court project would have not come to fruition tennis court project would have not come to fruition 
anywhere else. anywhere else. 

“Don’t take these partnerships for granted,” Ford “Don’t take these partnerships for granted,” Ford 
concluded, before dismissing the attendants from the concluded, before dismissing the attendants from the 
formal part of the ceremony and proceeding to break formal part of the ceremony and proceeding to break 
ground on the actual construction site—together, with ground on the actual construction site—together, with 
every party involved in the project, as a community.every party involved in the project, as a community.

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

gadsdenmessenger.com August 21, 2026/A2

NEWS

The Messenger (USPS 011-757) is published weekly on Friday by The New Messenger, L.L.C., 1957 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden, AL, 35901. Periodicals Postage Paid at Gadsden, Alabama 35901. Single 
copies 50 cents. Annual subscription rate $30. POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to Post Office Box 858, Gadsden, AL 35902. Phone (256) 547-1049, FAX (256) 547-1011. All stories are 
compiled from press releases, submissions or assignments. COMMENTS AND OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSPAPER REPRESENT THE PERSONAL VIEWS OF THE INDIVIDUALS 
TO WHOM THEY ARE ATTRIBUTED AND ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE MESSENGER OR THE PUBLISHER. NEITHER THE ADVERTISEMENT NOR THE PUBLISHER IS 
RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE FOR MISINFORMATION, MISPRINTS, TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS, ETC., CONTAINED IN THE MESSENGER. THE PUBLISHER RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO EDIT ALL CONTENT. NO PART OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE PUBLISHER.

Owner/Publisher
Craig Ford

info@gadsdenmessenger.com

News Editor
Lindsey Frazier

lfrazier@gadsdenmessenger.com

Legals Editor
Teri Chupp

tchupp@gadsdenmessenger.com

essenger
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!Reporter

Karla McArthur
kmcarthur@gadsdenmessenger.com

GSCCGSCC - From A1- From A1

Photos by Caylie Moore



Gadsden State Communi-Gadsden State Communi-
ty College and the Gadsden ty College and the Gadsden 
State Cardinal Foundation State Cardinal Foundation 
are proud to announce a are proud to announce a 
new partnership with Fam-new partnership with Fam-
ily Savings Credit Union to ily Savings Credit Union to 
strengthen financial literacy strengthen financial literacy 
education for students across education for students across 
the College’s campuses.the College’s campuses.

As the College’s Prima-As the College’s Prima-
ry Financial Literacy Part-ry Financial Literacy Part-
ner, Family Savings Credit ner, Family Savings Credit 
Union is committed to sup-Union is committed to sup-
porting programs that equip porting programs that equip 
students with the knowl-students with the knowl-
edge and skills needed to edge and skills needed to 
make informed financial make informed financial 
decisions during college and decisions during college and 
throughout their lives. The throughout their lives. The 
partnership reflects a shared partnership reflects a shared 
commitment to student suc-commitment to student suc-
cess by promoting financial cess by promoting financial 
responsibility, reducing bar-responsibility, reducing bar-
riers to completion, and pre-riers to completion, and pre-
paring graduates for long-paring graduates for long-
term financial well-being.term financial well-being.

The initiative also sup-The initiative also sup-
ports the College’s commit-ports the College’s commit-
ment to meeting Southern ment to meeting Southern 
Association of Colleges Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission and Schools Commission 
on Colleges (SACSCOC) on Colleges (SACSCOC) 
Standard 12.6, which Standard 12.6, which 
emphasizes student debt emphasizes student debt 
education and financial education and financial 
literacy. Through the part-literacy. Through the part-
nership, Gadsden State nership, Gadsden State 
will expand opportunities will expand opportunities 
for students to develop for students to develop 
the knowledge and skills the knowledge and skills 
needed to make informed needed to make informed 
decisions about borrowing, decisions about borrowing, 
debt management, budget-debt management, budget-
ing, credit, and long-term ing, credit, and long-term 
financial planning.financial planning.

“Student success ex-“Student success ex-
tends well beyond the tends well beyond the 
classroom,” said Tony classroom,” said Tony 
Smith, president of the Smith, president of the 
Cardinal Foundation. “By Cardinal Foundation. “By 
partnering with Family partnering with Family 
Savings Credit Union, we Savings Credit Union, we 
are providing our students are providing our students 
with valuable financial ed-with valuable financial ed-
ucation that will help them ucation that will help them 
make wise decisions, re-make wise decisions, re-
duce financial stress, and duce financial stress, and 
build a strong foundation build a strong foundation 
for their futures.”for their futures.”

Family Savings Credit Family Savings Credit 
Union’s investment will Union’s investment will 
support a variety of ed-support a variety of ed-
ucational initiatives, in-ucational initiatives, in-
cluding financial literacy cluding financial literacy 
workshops, one-on-one workshops, one-on-one 
financial counseling op-financial counseling op-
portunities, digital learning portunities, digital learning 
resources, campuswide resources, campuswide 
awareness campaigns, awareness campaigns, 
and programs focused on and programs focused on 
post-college financial suc-post-college financial suc-
cess. Topics will include cess. Topics will include 
loan repayment, budgeting, loan repayment, budgeting, 
credit management, and credit management, and 
long-term financial plan-long-term financial plan-
ning.ning.

“Our goal is to ensure “Our goal is to ensure 
students graduate not only students graduate not only 
career-ready but financial-career-ready but financial-
ly prepared,” said Alan ly prepared,” said Alan 
Smith, president of Gads-Smith, president of Gads-
den State Community den State Community 
College. “Family Savings College. “Family Savings 
Credit Union shares our Credit Union shares our 
vision of empowering stu-vision of empowering stu-
dents through education, dents through education, 
and we are grateful for and we are grateful for 
their commitment to help-their commitment to help-
ing our students develop ing our students develop 
the confidence and knowl-the confidence and knowl-
edge necessary to achieve edge necessary to achieve 
lifelong financial success.”lifelong financial success.”

Danny Varnon, Presi-Danny Varnon, Presi-
dent and CEO of Family dent and CEO of Family 
Savings Credit Union, said Savings Credit Union, said 
the partnership reflects the the partnership reflects the 
credit union’s longstanding credit union’s longstanding 
commitment to serving the commitment to serving the 
community through educa-community through educa-
tion.tion.

“Financial literacy is “Financial literacy is 
one of the greatest gifts we one of the greatest gifts we 

can provide because it cre-can provide because it cre-
ates opportunities that last a ates opportunities that last a 
lifetime. By partnering with lifetime. By partnering with 
the Gadsden State Commu-the Gadsden State Commu-
nity College Cardinal Foun-nity College Cardinal Foun-
dation, we’re investing not dation, we’re investing not 
only in education, but in the only in education, but in the 
confidence, knowledge, and confidence, knowledge, and 
financial well-being of stu-financial well-being of stu-
dents, faculty, and the entire dents, faculty, and the entire 
community. Together, we’re community. Together, we’re 
helping build stronger finan-helping build stronger finan-
cial futures for generations cial futures for generations 
to come.”to come.”

The College will contin-The College will contin-
ue to monitor key financial ue to monitor key financial 
wellness indicators, in-wellness indicators, in-
cluding student borrowing cluding student borrowing 
trends, loan repayment prog-trends, loan repayment prog-
ress, and post-graduation fi-ress, and post-graduation fi-
nancial outcomes. Through nancial outcomes. Through 
its partnership with Family its partnership with Family 
Savings Credit Union, Gads-Savings Credit Union, Gads-
den State will strengthen den State will strengthen 
these efforts by expanding these efforts by expanding 
financial literacy initiatives financial literacy initiatives 
that support measurable stu-that support measurable stu-
dent success and long-term dent success and long-term 
financial well-being.financial well-being.

As the College’s exclu-As the College’s exclu-
sive financial literacy part-sive financial literacy part-

ner, Family Savings Credit ner, Family Savings Credit 
Union will have a visible Union will have a visible 
presence throughout Gads-presence throughout Gads-
den State’s financial educa-den State’s financial educa-
tion programming, includ-tion programming, includ-
ing workshops, seminars, ing workshops, seminars, 
educational resources, and educational resources, and 
student engagement events. student engagement events. 
The partnership also creates The partnership also creates 
opportunities to build mean-opportunities to build mean-
ingful, long-term relation-ingful, long-term relation-
ships with students as they ships with students as they 
prepare to enter the work-prepare to enter the work-
force and become financially force and become financially 
independent members of the independent members of the 
community.community.

This partnership rep-This partnership rep-
resents a long-term invest-resents a long-term invest-
ment in student achievement ment in student achievement 
and reinforces the shared and reinforces the shared 
commitment of Gadsden commitment of Gadsden 
State, the Cardinal Foun-State, the Cardinal Foun-
dation, and Family Savings dation, and Family Savings 
Credit Union to strengthen Credit Union to strengthen 
the communities they serve the communities they serve 
through education, financial through education, financial 
literacy, and empowerment.literacy, and empowerment.

Through a $20,000 annual Through a $20,000 annual 
leadership investment over leadership investment over 
the next 10 years, Family the next 10 years, Family 
Savings Credit Union will Savings Credit Union will 

provide $200,000 to estab-provide $200,000 to estab-
lish a sustainable financial lish a sustainable financial 
literacy initiative designed literacy initiative designed 
to benefit Gadsden State stu-to benefit Gadsden State stu-
dents for years to come.dents for years to come.

For more information For more information 
about the Gadsden State about the Gadsden State 
Cardinal Foundation and Cardinal Foundation and 
opportunities to support stu-opportunities to support stu-
dent success, visit www.car-dent success, visit www.car-
dinalfoundation.org.dinalfoundation.org.

Family Savings Credit Family Savings Credit 
Union is a not-for-profit fi-Union is a not-for-profit fi-
nancial cooperative proudly nancial cooperative proudly 
serving more than 79,000 serving more than 79,000 
members throughout North members throughout North 
Alabama and Northwest Alabama and Northwest 
Georgia for 75 years. Com-Georgia for 75 years. Com-
mitted to helping members mitted to helping members 
achieve financial success, achieve financial success, 
the credit union offers a full the credit union offers a full 
range of financial products range of financial products 
and services while remain-and services while remain-
ing dedicated to the com-ing dedicated to the com-
munities it serves. For more munities it serves. For more 
information, visit familysav-information, visit familysav-
ingscu.com.ingscu.com.
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Both ultimately stated they opposed Both ultimately stated they opposed 
data centers, with Ford explaining that data centers, with Ford explaining that 
the new ordinances set by the city would the new ordinances set by the city would 
make it impossible for a data center to be make it impossible for a data center to be 
located within Gadsde.located within Gadsde.

Industrial RecruitmentIndustrial Recruitment
Tinker asked the candidates if they Tinker asked the candidates if they 

were planning to propose any new busi-were planning to propose any new busi-
ness initiatives, with 75 jobs or more, to ness initiatives, with 75 jobs or more, to 
the areas around the old Gadsden High the areas around the old Gadsden High 
building and the old steel plant. building and the old steel plant. 

Worthy said his focus would be on di-Worthy said his focus would be on di-
versifying the workforce, moving beyond versifying the workforce, moving beyond 
manufacturing into specialized areas manufacturing into specialized areas 
such as health care and technology while such as health care and technology while 
creating more opportunities for entrepre-creating more opportunities for entrepre-
neurs. Worthy suggested developing an neurs. Worthy suggested developing an 
economic incubator to support startup economic incubator to support startup 
businesses rather than focusing solely on businesses rather than focusing solely on 
recruiting jobs to the area.recruiting jobs to the area.

Ford said Gadsden needs more manu-Ford said Gadsden needs more manu-
facturing jobs, pointing to the recently re-facturing jobs, pointing to the recently re-

cruited Minth as an example. He said the cruited Minth as an example. He said the 
company has an average starting salary of company has an average starting salary of 
$23.60. Ford also said the city needs other $23.60. Ford also said the city needs other 
types of jobs, including health care work-types of jobs, including health care work-
ers and lawyers. He discussed the city's ers and lawyers. He discussed the city's 
partnership with Gadsden State and du-partnership with Gadsden State and du-
al-enrollment opportunities for students.al-enrollment opportunities for students.

Abandoned and Overgrown PropertiesAbandoned and Overgrown Properties
Reddick asked the candidates what role Reddick asked the candidates what role 

the mayor's office plays in holding prop-the mayor's office plays in holding prop-
erty owners and the state accountable for erty owners and the state accountable for 
abandoned and overgrown properties.abandoned and overgrown properties.

Ford said the city has demolished more Ford said the city has demolished more 
abandoned houses than previous admin-abandoned houses than previous admin-
istrations. He said demolition is not the istrations. He said demolition is not the 
preferred method but can be necessary preferred method but can be necessary 
when abandoned properties negatively when abandoned properties negatively 
affect surrounding homeowners. Ford affect surrounding homeowners. Ford 
said the city's ultimate goal is to return said the city's ultimate goal is to return 
the parcels to residents.the parcels to residents.

Ford also described the process the city Ford also described the process the city 
follows to obtain abandoned properties follows to obtain abandoned properties 
and said the city can eventually acquire a and said the city can eventually acquire a 
new title and sell the property. He said the new title and sell the property. He said the 

city pays about $4,000 for the title.city pays about $4,000 for the title.
Worthy said that when he was previous-Worthy said that when he was previous-

ly in office, residents sometimes believed ly in office, residents sometimes believed 
the city owned properties because the city the city owned properties because the city 
demolished buildings and maintained the demolished buildings and maintained the 
grass, while the state still owned the land. grass, while the state still owned the land. 
He said the state does not pay the city for He said the state does not pay the city for 
maintaining those properties.maintaining those properties.

Worthy said that after the city accumu-Worthy said that after the city accumu-
lated more than 1,000 properties to main-lated more than 1,000 properties to main-
tain, it was able to establish a land bank. tain, it was able to establish a land bank. 
He said the properties could be sold to He said the properties could be sold to 
neighboring property owners for “may-neighboring property owners for “may-
be” $500.be” $500.

Mental Health, Homelessness and Mental Health, Homelessness and 
Substance AbuseSubstance Abuse

Tinker asked what the candidates have Tinker asked what the candidates have 
done or what they will do to support men-done or what they will do to support men-
tal health services. tal health services. 

Worthy said he supported Christmas Worthy said he supported Christmas 
and Thanksgiving meals for residents and Thanksgiving meals for residents 
in the Tuscaloosa Avenue area by using in the Tuscaloosa Avenue area by using 
money from his discretionary fund. He money from his discretionary fund. He 
suggested a developing a one-stop-shop suggested a developing a one-stop-shop 

for residents struggling with mental for residents struggling with mental 
health, homelessness or substance abuse. health, homelessness or substance abuse. 
A place with access to food and job train-A place with access to food and job train-
ing.ing.

Ford said the city has been working Ford said the city has been working 
with pastors in the area to facilitate a one-with pastors in the area to facilitate a one-
stop-shop, as well as working with other stop-shop, as well as working with other 
non-profits in the area trying to fund all non-profits in the area trying to fund all 
the organizations. the organizations. 

Ford attributed part of the state's men-Ford attributed part of the state's men-
tal health crisis to the closure of several tal health crisis to the closure of several 
mental hospitals under former Gov. Rob-mental hospitals under former Gov. Rob-
ert Bentley, which he said he opposed ert Bentley, which he said he opposed 
while serving as a state representative.while serving as a state representative.

Ford said he works with Judge Scott Ford said he works with Judge Scott 
Hassell on helping relocate homeless in-Hassell on helping relocate homeless in-
dividuals and help them find employment dividuals and help them find employment 
and health care. and health care. 

Both mayoral candidates said they Both mayoral candidates said they 
would continue engaging with residents would continue engaging with residents 
if elected, including through community if elected, including through community 
meetings and future public forums. Vot-meetings and future public forums. Vot-
ers will have the final say Aug. 25.ers will have the final say Aug. 25.
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Tips from 
the field
“TempCheck is a great 
way to see how hotter 
weather can affect 
your energy use.” 
BRADY K.  |  L INEMAN |  SYLACAUGA

While we have frozen rates through 2027, your 
bill can still go up and down depending on usage and 
weather. Try our new TempCheck tool to see how the 
difference between the temperature outside and your 
thermostat setting can impact your cooling costs.

Explore all our energy-saving tips and tools at 
alabamapower.com/summer.

KNOW YOUR POWER

GADSDEN CITY 
VOTING LOCATIONS

AUGUST 25TH

Antioch Baptist Church Family Life Center ~ 2103 East Broad St. 

East Gadsden Community Center ~ 921 Wilson Ave. 

Thompson Community Center ~ 236 Goldenrod Ave. 

Abundant Life Church (Gym) ~ 323 South 12th St. 

Carver Community Center ~ 1030 Tuscaloosa Ave. 

The Venue ~ 201 George Wallace Dr. 

Meadowbrook Baptist Church (Family Life Center) - 2525 Rainbow Dr. 

Downtown Civic Center ~ 623 Broad St. 

The Tabernacle Church ~ 1301 South 11th St. 

Senior Wellness Center ~ 2829 West Meighan Blvd. 

Walnut Park Community Center ~ 3200 Walnut St. 

Kiwanis Pavilion ~ 1500 Noccalula Rd. 

ElectionElection - From A1- From A1

Key PointsKey Points
IssueIssue Craig FordCraig Ford Thomas WorthyThomas Worthy

JobsJobs

EntrepreneursEntrepreneurs

EducationEducation

NeighborhoodsNeighborhoods

Partnerships with service Partnerships with service 
organizationsorganizations

One-stop services and One-stop services and 
greater transparencygreater transparency

Land bank, affordable Land bank, affordable 
housing and property housing and property 

acquisitionacquisition

Wants all types of jobs, in-Wants all types of jobs, in-
cluding manufacturingcluding manufacturing

Abandoned Abandoned 
propertyproperty

HomelessnessHomelessness

Data centersData centers

Health careHealth care

Emphasizes existing recruit-Emphasizes existing recruit-
ment/workforce effortsment/workforce efforts

Wants a more diverse Wants a more diverse 
economy beyond manu-economy beyond manu-

facturingfacturing

Demolition and cleanupDemolition and cleanup

Proposed economic/busi-Proposed economic/busi-
ness incubatorness incubator

OpposedOpposed OpposedOpposed

Says Gadsden has quality Says Gadsden has quality 
accessaccess

Says access is important; Says access is important; 
focused on PFAS/waterfocused on PFAS/water

Public Public 
engagementengagement

Open-door policy/community Open-door policy/community 
meetingsmeetings

Town halls/listening to resi-Town halls/listening to resi-
dentsdents

City incentives and com-City incentives and com-
munity partnershipsmunity partnerships

Greater city investment in Greater city investment in 
Gadsden City SchoolsGadsden City Schools

Workforce partnership Workforce partnership 
with Gadsden Statewith Gadsden State

More resources direct-More resources direct-
ed toward underserved ed toward underserved 

neighborhoodsneighborhoods
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Vote Tuesday August 25, 2026

MINATRA

Paid for by Dixie Minatra for City Council ~ P.O. Box 4402 ~ Alabama City, AL. 35904

City Council District 6

Dıxıe
VOTE TUESDAYAUGUST 25

Approved agreement with Minth
automotive supplier to invest $430
million at the former steel plant and
create 1300+ jobs
Voted for funding for the future Gadsden
Athletic Complex located on West
Meighan next to Boys & Girls Club in
Alabama City
Partnered with city building inspectors to
identify and address abandoned and
neglected houses, as well as
homelessness - worked with street crime
task force regarding illegal drug use.  

RE-ELECT

In addtion to the mayoral candidates, the audience heard from district one cadidates, Tanya Latham and LaMont Kyle, and district three candidates Larry Avery Jr. and Denecia 
Getaw. Candidnates not in attendance were; district 1 Brandon Hall and Russell Johnson, district 5 Linda Aaron and Jason Wilson, district 6 Dixie Minatra and Renay Stokes 
Reeves, district 7 Singn Horn and Chris Robinson.

Tanya LathamTanya Latham

Neighborhood revitalization: Supports Neighborhood revitalization: Supports 
strengthening neighborhood associations strengthening neighborhood associations 
and helping them pursue grants for im-and helping them pursue grants for im-
provements.provements.
Housing: Wants to address dilapidated Housing: Wants to address dilapidated 
housing and increase affordable housing housing and increase affordable housing 
options.options.
Economic development: Wants District 1 Economic development: Wants District 1 
residents prepared to take advantage of residents prepared to take advantage of 
new employment opportunities, including new employment opportunities, including 
jobs connected to Minth.jobs connected to Minth.
Community partnerships: Supports pub-Community partnerships: Supports pub-
lic-private partnerships to address neigh-lic-private partnerships to address neigh-
borhood needs.borhood needs.
Infrastructure: Identified roads, drainage Infrastructure: Identified roads, drainage 
and property maintenance as important and property maintenance as important 
concerns.concerns.
Experience: Four years of experience on Experience: Four years of experience on 
the City Council; also cited her back-the City Council; also cited her back-
ground in education and ministry.ground in education and ministry.

LaMont KyleLaMont Kyle

Neighborhood involvement: Proposed Neighborhood involvement: Proposed 
neighborhood advisory groups to identi-neighborhood advisory groups to identi-
fy and prioritize residents’ top concerns.fy and prioritize residents’ top concerns.
Infrastructure: Identified roads, drain-Infrastructure: Identified roads, drain-
age and grass maintenance as priorities.age and grass maintenance as priorities.
Housing: Wants to address dilapidated Housing: Wants to address dilapidated 
properties and improve housing condi-properties and improve housing condi-
tions.tions.
Neighborhood appearance: Believes Neighborhood appearance: Believes 
improving the appearance of District improving the appearance of District 
1 would help attract new residents and 1 would help attract new residents and 
homeowners.homeowners.
Community engagement: Emphasized Community engagement: Emphasized 
working directly with residents to iden-working directly with residents to iden-
tify problems and solutions.tify problems and solutions.
District 1 growth: Described the district District 1 growth: Described the district 
as a gateway into Gadsden and said it has as a gateway into Gadsden and said it has 
potential for additional development.potential for additional development.

Denecia Getaw

Community investment: Supports private in-
vestment and grants while encouraging resi-
dents to participate in improving their neigh-
borhoods.
Homelessness: Supports additional housing 
and services for homeless residents.
Mental health: Supports connecting residents 
with available mental-health resources.
Public safety: Supports increased police pres-
ence and addressing abandoned properties and 
squatters.
Transparency: Emphasizes accountability, 
honesty and transparency in city government.
District representation: Wants greater attention 
and investment across all areas of District 3.
Community engagement: Supports more fre-
quent communication and meetings between 
residents and their council representative.
Severe weather: Supports using Carver Com-
munity Center and identifying additional shel-
ter options for other parts of District 3.

Larry Avery Jr.Larry Avery Jr.

Economic development: Supports pub-Economic development: Supports pub-
lic-private partnerships and pursuing grants lic-private partnerships and pursuing grants 
to bring new revenue into the city.to bring new revenue into the city.
Youth and seniors: Proposed directing some Youth and seniors: Proposed directing some 
new revenue toward programs for young new revenue toward programs for young 
people and seniors.people and seniors.
Homelessness: Supports partnerships with Homelessness: Supports partnerships with 
organizations providing services to home-organizations providing services to home-
less residents.less residents.
Substance abuse: Supports community part-Substance abuse: Supports community part-
nerships and rehabilitation programs.nerships and rehabilitation programs.
Public safety: Supports working with resi-Public safety: Supports working with resi-
dents and property owners to address aban-dents and property owners to address aban-
doned properties and other problems con-doned properties and other problems con-
tributing to crime.tributing to crime.
Community involvement: Emphasizes stay-Community involvement: Emphasizes stay-
ing connected to residents and using their ing connected to residents and using their 
concerns to guide council decisions.concerns to guide council decisions.
Severe weather: Suggested Carver Commu-Severe weather: Suggested Carver Commu-
nity Center as a potential severe-weather nity Center as a potential severe-weather 
shelter.shelter.
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Mall Coin & Collectable 
Show

•	 Where:  Gadsden Mall | 1001 
Rainbow Drive, Gadsden, AL. 

•	 When: 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Dukes, Boots, And 
Swimsuits

•	 Where:  Etowah County Fair 
Grounds | 31 Griffin Street 
Southeast, Attalla, AL.

•	 When: 2 p.m. to 10 p.m.

•	 Where:  Family Success 
Center/821 East Broad Street/
Gadsden, AL

•	 When: 12 p.m.

Etowah County Fair
•	 Where:  Etowah County Fair 

Grounds, 31 Griffin Street SE, 
Attalla

•	 When: 5 p.m. 

Sept.
1-6

September First Friday

•	 Where:  Downtown Gadsden
•	 When: 5 to 8 p.m.

4

Book signing by local 
author, P. W. Stephens 

Them Dirty Roses at The 
Amp

•	 Mort Glosser Amphitheater, 90 
Walnut Street, Gadsden 

•	 When: 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Downtown Attalla Fall 
Open House

•	 Where:  Downtown Attalla 
| 5th Ave NW & 4th St NW, 
Attalla

•	 When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Pathos and Pigment 
Workshop

•	 Where:  The Coffee Bar, 532 
Broad Street, Gadsden, AL. 

•	 When: 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Scary Stories and Snacks
•	 Where:  Rainbow City 

Recreation Ctr, 4412 Rainbow 
Drive, RBC

•	 When: 3 p.m. to 5  p.m.

Advancing Women to the 
Top Conference

•	 Where: 201 George Wallace 
Drive, Gadsden, 

•	 When: 9 to 3:30p.m.

Little Black Dress 
Affair 2026

•	 Where: Gadsden Country Club | 
1884 Rainbow Drive, Gadsden

•	 When: 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Gadsden Symphony 
Orchestra Concert

•	 Where:  501 Broad St, 
Gadsden

•	 When: 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Black Jacket 
Symphony-Pink Floyd

•	 Where:  TMort Glosser 
Amphitheater, 90 Walnut 
Street, Gadsden

•	 When: 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Alabama Wine 
Festival

•	 Where:  Noccalula Falls 
Park | 1500 Noccalula Road, 
Gadsden

•	 When: 5 p.m. to 9  p.m.

A Taste of Northeast 
Alabama

•	 Where:  The Venue at Coosa 
Landing | 201 George Wallace 
Drive, Gadsden

•	 When: 5 p.m. to 7  p.m.

•	 Where:  Glencoe Public Library, 101 
W. Main Street, Glencoe, AL.

•	 When: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Aug.
22

Aug.
23

Sip, Shop & Support

Aug.
31

Aug.
29

Sept.

10
Sept.

13
Sept.

12
Sept.

11
Sept.

15
Sept.

18
Sept.

17
Sept.

17
Sept.

17
Sept.

17
Sept.

Recurring Events

Music Trivia Night at Baja 
Rainbow City 

Name that Tune Trivia hosted by Jason 
Bozeman

•	 Where: Baja California
•	 When: Second Thursday from 6 to 8 

p.m.

Useless Trivia at Back Forty
•	 Where: Back Forty
•	 When: Thursday at 7 p.m.

Taste of the Town Food Truck 
Festival

•	 Where: Southside City Hall | 2255 
Alabama 77, Southside

•	 When: Second Tuesday of the month at 
6 p.m.

Rainbow City Community 
Market

•	 Where: Mort Glosser Amphitheater, 90 
Walnut Street, Gadsden

•	 When: Friday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Glencoe Farmers Market
•	 Where: Glencoe Police Department | 

201 Chastain Boulevard West, Glencoe
•	 When: Thursdays through September 

from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Hokes Bluff Farmers Market
•	 Where: Hokes Bluff City Hall| 3301 

Alford Bend Road, Hokes Bluff
•	 When: Monday from 7 to 11 a.m.

•	 Where: Rainbow City Hall | 3700 
Rainbow Drive, Gadsden

•	 When: Monday and Wednesday from 7 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

Gadsden Farmers Market

Monthly

Attalla Farmers Market
•	 Where: 3rd Street Northwest & 5th 

Ave. Northwest, Attalla
•	 When: Thursday through Aug. 13 from 

7 to 11 a.m.

Bingo Night at Pique Nique 
•	 Where: 1 River Road, Gadsden
•	 When: Friday at 7 p.m.

Bingo Night AJs 
Neighborhood Bar and Grill
•	 Where: 1582 Highway 77, Southside
•	 When: Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Third Thirsty Thursday at the 
Stone Market

•	 Where: 120 Chestnut Street, Gadsden
•	 When: Third Thursday of the month 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Open Mic Night at Blackstone 
Pub

•	 Where: 525 Broad Street, Gadsden
•	 When: Wednesday 7 to 10 p.m.



I read an interesting article this week I read an interesting article this week 
that claimed reading for pleasure has that claimed reading for pleasure has 
become a status symbol. A. Status. become a status symbol. A. Status. 
Symbol. (At this point, I was clutching Symbol. (At this point, I was clutching 
my metaphorical pearls.)my metaphorical pearls.)

I didn’t understand this at first be-I didn’t understand this at first be-
cause books are inexpensive, for the cause books are inexpensive, for the 
most part, and even free at a library. most part, and even free at a library. 
Most status symbols, historically and Most status symbols, historically and 
culturally, tend to be inaccessible, ex-culturally, tend to be inaccessible, ex-
pensive things: luxury cars, designer pensive things: luxury cars, designer 
clothing, tours of Europe. Things and clothing, tours of Europe. Things and 
experiences only a subsection of society experiences only a subsection of society 
can afford. Constantly striving to attain can afford. Constantly striving to attain 
more status is a uniquely human trait.more status is a uniquely human trait.

Afterall, as Sartre said regarding this Afterall, as Sartre said regarding this 
existential urge, “Man is not the sum of existential urge, “Man is not the sum of 
what he has already, but rather the sum what he has already, but rather the sum 
of what he does not yet have, of what he of what he does not yet have, of what he 
could have.” could have.” 

The reading-as-status article went on The reading-as-status article went on 
to explain that it is not so much the fi-to explain that it is not so much the fi-
nancial investment in books themselves nancial investment in books themselves 
that conveys status. Instead, it is what that conveys status. Instead, it is what 
the writer described as the performa-the writer described as the performa-
tive act of signalling to others that an tive act of signalling to others that an 
individual who is reading has time and individual who is reading has time and 

attention at their disposal to do with as attention at their disposal to do with as 
they please. Rather than showcasing fi-they please. Rather than showcasing fi-
nancial capital, it showcases social and nancial capital, it showcases social and 
cultural capital. If someone has time cultural capital. If someone has time 
and attention at their disposal, they have and attention at their disposal, they have 
the luxury of freedom from the existen-the luxury of freedom from the existen-
tial worries of daily survival. Not every-tial worries of daily survival. Not every-
one who has time and attention to spare one who has time and attention to spare 
chooses to read. Some may choose other chooses to read. Some may choose other 
activities: building collections, travel-activities: building collections, travel-
ing, oil painting, going to concerts, bak-ing, oil painting, going to concerts, bak-
ing, and so on. Recently, though, read-ing, and so on. Recently, though, read-
ing has become a popular and prevalent ing has become a popular and prevalent 
status symbol.  status symbol.  

This makes much more sense than I This makes much more sense than I 
want it to. In a world where we are on a want it to. In a world where we are on a 
24 hour news cycle, our workplace can 24 hour news cycle, our workplace can 
contact us any time, everyone knows contact us any time, everyone knows 
where everyone else is with tracking where everyone else is with tracking 
apps, and social media demands more apps, and social media demands more 
and more time and attention to stay rel-and more time and attention to stay rel-
evant, yes - having the time, attention, evant, yes - having the time, attention, 
and energy to devote hours to a seem-and energy to devote hours to a seem-
ingly mindless and unprofitable activity ingly mindless and unprofitable activity 
like reading is a rarity. like reading is a rarity. 

I have always wanted reading to be I have always wanted reading to be 
something my children enjoy doing and something my children enjoy doing and 
look forward to, but I have begun to look forward to, but I have begun to 
see it as something else as well. Setting see it as something else as well. Setting 
aside intentional time to read--even for aside intentional time to read--even for 
enjoyment--is now an important part of enjoyment--is now an important part of 
self-care and even preventative health self-care and even preventative health 
care. care. 

For example, reading reduces blood For example, reading reduces blood 
pressure and heart rate, improves sleep pressure and heart rate, improves sleep 
quality, and increases potential lifes-quality, and increases potential lifes-

pan. Reading for even just 6 minutes pan. Reading for even just 6 minutes 
has proven benefits like relaxing mus-has proven benefits like relaxing mus-
cle tension and lowering cortisol levels. cle tension and lowering cortisol levels. 
Additionally, the workout our brains Additionally, the workout our brains 
get from just reading the stories we en-get from just reading the stories we en-
joy protects and strengthens our neural joy protects and strengthens our neural 
pathways and protects us from demen-pathways and protects us from demen-
tia. I saw this in action when caring for tia. I saw this in action when caring for 
my 92 year old grandmother a few years my 92 year old grandmother a few years 
ago. She was reading daily, writing ago. She was reading daily, writing 
down words she did not know defini-down words she did not know defini-
tions for (or, that she no longer remem-tions for (or, that she no longer remem-
bered), leaving books with little scraps bered), leaving books with little scraps 
of paper tucked in them as bookmarks of paper tucked in them as bookmarks 
all over the house. She had been diag-all over the house. She had been diag-
nosed with dementia for nearly a decade nosed with dementia for nearly a decade 
before she passed away, and I believe before she passed away, and I believe 
that her ability to stay as mentally ac-that her ability to stay as mentally ac-
tive as she was could in large part be tive as she was could in large part be 
attributed to voracious reading.attributed to voracious reading.

Multiple studies bear this out, show-Multiple studies bear this out, show-
ing that consistent reading for at least 6 ing that consistent reading for at least 6 
minutes at a time can reduce stress by minutes at a time can reduce stress by 
68% and lower mortality by 20%. Of 68% and lower mortality by 20%. Of 
those who do not read regularly, 37.4% those who do not read regularly, 37.4% 
struggle with mental health challenges, struggle with mental health challenges, 
compared to 11.8% of regular readers, compared to 11.8% of regular readers, 
and regular readers over the age of 50 and regular readers over the age of 50 
live an average of nearly 2 years longer live an average of nearly 2 years longer 
than non-readers. than non-readers. 

If you’d like to start reading to experi-If you’d like to start reading to experi-
ence these benefits, there are some spe-ence these benefits, there are some spe-
cifics as to what you should read. Mag-cifics as to what you should read. Mag-
azines, for example, are not as effective azines, for example, are not as effective 
as a book, specifically fiction. Being as a book, specifically fiction. Being 
absorbed by a story, known as “narra-absorbed by a story, known as “narra-

tive absorption,” shuts down the fight tive absorption,” shuts down the fight 
or f light response and stops cortisol or f light response and stops cortisol 
release. For even more positive effects release. For even more positive effects 
on your prefrontal cortex, improving so-on your prefrontal cortex, improving so-
cial cognition and empathy, you should cial cognition and empathy, you should 
choose literary fiction. And, for the best choose literary fiction. And, for the best 
nervous system regulation effects and to nervous system regulation effects and to 
promote sleep-friendly winding-down, promote sleep-friendly winding-down, 
you should choose to read a physical, you should choose to read a physical, 
print book over a screen like Kindle in print book over a screen like Kindle in 
the evenings. Although benefits begin the evenings. Although benefits begin 
with as little as 6 minutes of reading, to with as little as 6 minutes of reading, to 
get the most from reading, you should get the most from reading, you should 
try to read for a minimum of thirty min-try to read for a minimum of thirty min-
utes a day. utes a day. 

Reading, or appearing to be a reader Reading, or appearing to be a reader 
might be a current status symbol, but might be a current status symbol, but 
the positive effects of reading reach far the positive effects of reading reach far 
beyond social or cultural capital. Once beyond social or cultural capital. Once 
someone reads a book, it becomes part someone reads a book, it becomes part 
of them. It colors their perception of life, of them. It colors their perception of life, 
develops understanding, empathy, and develops understanding, empathy, and 
cognitive f lexibility; it can even help cognitive f lexibility; it can even help 
extend life. Reading does not require extend life. Reading does not require 
massive amounts of time or money, but massive amounts of time or money, but 
it can definitely pay far-reaching divi-it can definitely pay far-reaching divi-
dends. Find a story you enjoy and start dends. Find a story you enjoy and start 
out with 6 minutes a day until you real-out with 6 minutes a day until you real-
ize you want to keep reading to find out ize you want to keep reading to find out 
what happens. Who knows? You might what happens. Who knows? You might 
end up like the readers Virginia Woolf end up like the readers Virginia Woolf 
describes who get to heaven and “the describes who get to heaven and “the 
Almighty [says] ‘Look, these need no Almighty [says] ‘Look, these need no 
reward. We have nothing to give them reward. We have nothing to give them 
here. They have loved reading.’”here. They have loved reading.’”

Tabitha Bozeman

Arranging
the

Pieces

Have you ever found yourself reacting to Have you ever found yourself reacting to 
something your partner did and wondered, something your partner did and wondered, 
“Why did that bother me so much?”“Why did that bother me so much?”

Sometimes the answer has less to do with Sometimes the answer has less to do with 
what just happened and more to do with what just happened and more to do with 
what happened a long time ago.what happened a long time ago.

Our earliest relationships teach us what Our earliest relationships teach us what 
to expect from other people. As children, to expect from other people. As children, 
we learn whether the people we depend on we learn whether the people we depend on 
are generally available and dependable. We are generally available and dependable. We 
learn how conflict is handled, whether emo-learn how conflict is handled, whether emo-
tions are safe to express and what happens tions are safe to express and what happens 
when someone is angry or disappointed with when someone is angry or disappointed with 
us.us.

We carry some of those lessons into adult-We carry some of those lessons into adult-
hood, often without realizing it.hood, often without realizing it.

If you grew up in a home where conflict If you grew up in a home where conflict 
involved yelling, criticism or days of silence, involved yelling, criticism or days of silence, 
disagreement with your partner may feel disagreement with your partner may feel 
threatening. You might avoid difficult con-threatening. You might avoid difficult con-
versations altogether or become extremely versations altogether or become extremely 
anxious when someone is upset with you.anxious when someone is upset with you.

On the other hand, if arguing was the On the other hand, if arguing was the 
primary way people communicated in your primary way people communicated in your 
family, you may find yourself repeating that family, you may find yourself repeating that 
pattern because, although unpleasant, it feels pattern because, although unpleasant, it feels 

familiar.familiar.
Childhood experiences can also influence Childhood experiences can also influence 

how we respond to closeness. Someone who how we respond to closeness. Someone who 
experienced inconsistent attention may be-experienced inconsistent attention may be-
come particularly sensitive to signs of re-come particularly sensitive to signs of re-
jection. A partner taking longer than usual jection. A partner taking longer than usual 
to respond to a text may trigger anxiety that to respond to a text may trigger anxiety that 
seems out of proportion to the situation.seems out of proportion to the situation.

Others learn early that depending on peo-Others learn early that depending on peo-
ple leads to disappointment. As adults, they ple leads to disappointment. As adults, they 
may pride themselves on being fiercely in-may pride themselves on being fiercely in-
dependent. They may have difficulty asking dependent. They may have difficulty asking 
for help, expressing vulnerability or trusting for help, expressing vulnerability or trusting 
someone enough to rely on them.someone enough to rely on them.

Then there are the roles we learn to play Then there are the roles we learn to play 
within our families.within our families.

Maybe you were the peacemaker who Maybe you were the peacemaker who 
tried to keep everyone happy. Perhaps you tried to keep everyone happy. Perhaps you 
were the responsible child who learned to were the responsible child who learned to 
take care of everyone else. Maybe you dis-take care of everyone else. Maybe you dis-
covered that being quiet and staying out of covered that being quiet and staying out of 
the way kept you from becoming a target of the way kept you from becoming a target of 
someone else’s anger.someone else’s anger.

Those roles can follow us into adult rela-Those roles can follow us into adult rela-
tionships.tionships.

The childhood peacemaker may become The childhood peacemaker may become 

an adult who struggles to say no. The re-an adult who struggles to say no. The re-
sponsible child may become the partner sponsible child may become the partner 
who carries the entire emotional load of a who carries the entire emotional load of a 
relationship. Someone who learned to stay relationship. Someone who learned to stay 
quiet may struggle to express needs until re-quiet may struggle to express needs until re-
sentment builds.sentment builds.

Understanding where these patterns come Understanding where these patterns come 
from isn’t about blaming our parents for ev-from isn’t about blaming our parents for ev-
erything that goes wrong in adulthood. Most erything that goes wrong in adulthood. Most 
parents are imperfect people raising children parents are imperfect people raising children 
with the knowledge, resources and emotion-with the knowledge, resources and emotion-
al skills they had at the time.al skills they had at the time.

Understanding our history simply gives us Understanding our history simply gives us 
information.information.

Once we recognize a pattern, we have the Once we recognize a pattern, we have the 
opportunity to decide whether we want to opportunity to decide whether we want to 
continue it.continue it.

When you notice yourself having a strong When you notice yourself having a strong 
emotional reaction in a relationship, get cu-emotional reaction in a relationship, get cu-
rious. Ask yourself, “What am I afraid is go-rious. Ask yourself, “What am I afraid is go-
ing to happen?” or “Does this feeling remind ing to happen?” or “Does this feeling remind 
me of anything I’ve experienced before?”me of anything I’ve experienced before?”

Sometimes the present situation really Sometimes the present situation really 
does require attention. Other times, an old does require attention. Other times, an old 
alarm system is reacting to a new situation.alarm system is reacting to a new situation.

Our childhood experiences influence us, Our childhood experiences influence us, 

but they don’t have to determine the relation-but they don’t have to determine the relation-
ships we have as adults.ships we have as adults.

We can learn to communicate different-We can learn to communicate different-
ly. We can set boundaries. We can tolerate ly. We can set boundaries. We can tolerate 
healthy disagreement. We can learn that healthy disagreement. We can learn that 
vulnerability doesn’t always lead to rejec-vulnerability doesn’t always lead to rejec-
tion and that someone else’s disappointment tion and that someone else’s disappointment 
doesn’t mean we’ve done something wrong.doesn’t mean we’ve done something wrong.

We can’t change where we came from.We can’t change where we came from.
But as adults, we get to decide which parts But as adults, we get to decide which parts 

of it we carry forward.of it we carry forward.

Carrie Halladay is a Licensed Profes-Carrie Halladay is a Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor and the  owner of Halla-sional Counselor and the  owner of Halla-
day Counseling in Gadsden. She earned her day Counseling in Gadsden. She earned her 
Master of Science in Counseling from Jack-Master of Science in Counseling from Jack-
sonville State University in 2002.sonville State University in 2002.
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Most of us hear the word worship and im-Most of us hear the word worship and im-
mediately think about Sunday morning. We mediately think about Sunday morning. We 
think about music, lifting our hands, clap-think about music, lifting our hands, clap-
ping, singing, or praising God. But worship ping, singing, or praising God. But worship 
is much bigger than what happens during a is much bigger than what happens during a 
song. Worship is not first revealed by what song. Worship is not first revealed by what 
comes out of your mouth. Worship is re-comes out of your mouth. Worship is re-
vealed by what has first place in your heart.vealed by what has first place in your heart.

The truth is, everybody worships some-The truth is, everybody worships some-
thing. We can bow to money, success, re-thing. We can bow to money, success, re-
lationships, comfort, approval, politics, or lationships, comfort, approval, politics, or 
even ourselves. So, the question isn’t whether even ourselves. So, the question isn’t whether 
you worship. The question is: Who will you you worship. The question is: Who will you 
worship? Because whatever has first place in worship? Because whatever has first place in 
your life already has your worship.your life already has your worship.

Daniel 3 gives us one of Scripture’s clear-Daniel 3 gives us one of Scripture’s clear-
est pictures of genuine worship. King Nebu-est pictures of genuine worship. King Nebu-
chadnezzar constructed a golden image and chadnezzar constructed a golden image and 
commanded everyone to bow before it. But commanded everyone to bow before it. But 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused. 
Here’s what makes this passage so challeng-Here’s what makes this passage so challeng-
ing: Nebuchadnezzar didn’t tell them to stop ing: Nebuchadnezzar didn’t tell them to stop 
believing in their God. He simply demanded believing in their God. He simply demanded 
that they bow to something else too. And isn’t that they bow to something else too. And isn’t 
that how compromise usually works?that how compromise usually works?

The enemy doesn’t necessarily care if you The enemy doesn’t necessarily care if you 
go to church—as long as Jesus isn’t first. go to church—as long as Jesus isn’t first. 
Keep praying, but keep control. Keep wor-Keep praying, but keep control. Keep wor-
shiping, but don’t let obedience interfere shiping, but don’t let obedience interfere 
with your comfort. Love Jesus, but don’t let with your comfort. Love Jesus, but don’t let 
following Him cost you anything. The ene-following Him cost you anything. The ene-
my doesn’t always ask you to abandon God. my doesn’t always ask you to abandon God. 
Sometimes he simply asks you to move God Sometimes he simply asks you to move God 
over.over.

So, before we say God is first, we need So, before we say God is first, we need 
to ask: Does our calendar agree? Does our to ask: Does our calendar agree? Does our 
spending agree? Do our relationships and spending agree? Do our relationships and 

decisions agree? Because if God is first only decisions agree? Because if God is first only 
when He agrees with what you want, God when He agrees with what you want, God 
isn’t really first.isn’t really first.

When Nebuchadnezzar threatened the When Nebuchadnezzar threatened the 
three Hebrew men with the fiery furnace, three Hebrew men with the fiery furnace, 
they answered: “The God we serve is able to they answered: “The God we serve is able to 
deliver us... But even if he does not... we will deliver us... But even if he does not... we will 
not serve your gods or worship the image of not serve your gods or worship the image of 
gold.” Daniel 3:17–18gold.” Daniel 3:17–18

But even if He does not. Those words sep-But even if He does not. Those words sep-
arate convenient Christianity from costly arate convenient Christianity from costly 
worship. It’s easy to praise when the prayer worship. It’s easy to praise when the prayer 
gets answered, the door opens, the healing gets answered, the door opens, the healing 
comes, the money arrives, or the situation comes, the money arrives, or the situation 
turns around. But will you still worship when turns around. But will you still worship when 
it doesn’t? Will you still call God good when it doesn’t? Will you still call God good when 
you’re standing in front of the furnace you you’re standing in front of the furnace you 
prayed He would remove?prayed He would remove?

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego decid-Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego decid-
ed God was worthy before they knew wheth-ed God was worthy before they knew wheth-
er He would rescue them. Faith says God er He would rescue them. Faith says God 
can. Worship says God is worthy even if He can. Worship says God is worthy even if He 
doesn’t.doesn’t.

Their faithfulness didn’t keep them out of Their faithfulness didn’t keep them out of 
the furnace. They were still thrown in. But the furnace. They were still thrown in. But 
something happened in the fire. The fire something happened in the fire. The fire 
didn’t burn the faithful. It burned what had didn’t burn the faithful. It burned what had 
the faithful bound. They entered the furnace the faithful bound. They entered the furnace 
tied up, but they walked around inside it free.tied up, but they walked around inside it free.

Maybe instead of only asking, “God, when Maybe instead of only asking, “God, when 
are You getting me out of this?” we need to are You getting me out of this?” we need to 
ask, “God, what are You trying to get out of ask, “God, what are You trying to get out of 
me while I’m in this?” Maybe the fire is burn-me while I’m in this?” Maybe the fire is burn-
ing away pride. Maybe it’s removing your ing away pride. Maybe it’s removing your 
dependence on people’s approval. Maybe it’s dependence on people’s approval. Maybe it’s 
burning away fear, bitterness, or your need to burning away fear, bitterness, or your need to 
control everything. What if the thing you’re control everything. What if the thing you’re 

begging God to take you out of is the very begging God to take you out of is the very 
thing He’s using to get something out of you?thing He’s using to get something out of you?

Then Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fur-Then Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fur-
nace. He expected three men. He saw four. nace. He expected three men. He saw four. 
God didn’t prevent them from entering the God didn’t prevent them from entering the 
furnace. He met them inside of it. Sometimes furnace. He met them inside of it. Sometimes 
God delivers us from trouble. Other times, God delivers us from trouble. Other times, 
God walks with us through trouble. Don’t as-God walks with us through trouble. Don’t as-
sume the furnace means God has abandoned sume the furnace means God has abandoned 
you. You may discover Him in the fire in a you. You may discover Him in the fire in a 
way you never could have known Him out-way you never could have known Him out-
side of it.side of it.

And somebody is always watching. When And somebody is always watching. When 
the three men walked out, the same king who the three men walked out, the same king who 
demanded they bow began praising their demanded they bow began praising their 
God. There are people who may never read God. There are people who may never read 
your Bible, but they will read your response your Bible, but they will read your response 
to hardship. Sometimes your strongest tes-to hardship. Sometimes your strongest tes-
timony isn’t what you say after the trial. It’s timony isn’t what you say after the trial. It’s 
how you stand during it.how you stand during it.

So, here’s the challenge this week: Check So, here’s the challenge this week: Check 
the throne.the throne.

What gets the first of your time? What What gets the first of your time? What 
controls your decisions? Whose approval are controls your decisions? Whose approval are 
you afraid to lose? What are you unwilling to you afraid to lose? What are you unwilling to 
surrender? And where have you been tempt-surrender? And where have you been tempt-
ed to bow simply because standing became ed to bow simply because standing became 
uncomfortable?uncomfortable?

We don’t usually lose our faith all at once. We don’t usually lose our faith all at once. 
It happens one compromise at a time. One It happens one compromise at a time. One 
small bow. One quiet surrender. One ratio-small bow. One quiet surrender. One ratio-
nalization.nalization.

Before you compromise, ask yourself: Before you compromise, ask yourself: 
Does this honor the One I worship?Does this honor the One I worship?

Then choose faithfulness. When it’s un-Then choose faithfulness. When it’s un-
comfortable, choose faithfulness. When it’s comfortable, choose faithfulness. When it’s 
unpopular, choose faithfulness. When every-unpopular, choose faithfulness. When every-

body else bows, choose faithfulness. Because body else bows, choose faithfulness. Because 
you never truly know what you worship un-you never truly know what you worship un-
til worship costs you something. Don’t just til worship costs you something. Don’t just 
sing about Him on Sunday. Stand for Him on sing about Him on Sunday. Stand for Him on 
Monday. And remember: you don’t have to Monday. And remember: you don’t have to 
fear the furnace when you know Who will fear the furnace when you know Who will 
meet you there.meet you there.

Let’s Pray.Let’s Pray.
Father, search my heart and reveal any-Father, search my heart and reveal any-

thing competing with You for first place. thing competing with You for first place. 
Give me the courage to stand when every-Give me the courage to stand when every-
one else bows. Give me faith that knows You one else bows. Give me faith that knows You 
are able and worship that declares that even are able and worship that declares that even 
if You don’t answer the way I want, You are if You don’t answer the way I want, You are 
still worthy. If I must walk through the fire, still worthy. If I must walk through the fire, 
burn away everything that has me bound and burn away everything that has me bound and 
let my life become a testimony of Your faith-let my life become a testimony of Your faith-
fulness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.fulness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Walk in grace. Stand in truth. Live blessed.Walk in grace. Stand in truth. Live blessed.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the 
Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in Attalla, Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in Attalla, 
Alabama, where his preaching is real, rele-Alabama, where his preaching is real, rele-
vant and rooted in the unchanging Word of vant and rooted in the unchanging Word of 
God. Beyond the pulpit, he serves as CEO God. Beyond the pulpit, he serves as CEO 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast 
Alabama, leading life-changing mentor-Alabama, leading life-changing mentor-
ing initiatives that empower young people ing initiatives that empower young people 
across five counties.across five counties.

Rooted

in the
Wo�d

Rooted
in the
Word

Shawn Blackmon
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The Lord is my Light & my Salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1
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is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1
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“The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; 

whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

- Psalm 27:1

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW
Mon. - Fri: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

256-538-5850
At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11 in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW
Mon. - Fri: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

256-538-5850
At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11 in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW
Mon. - Fri: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

256-538-5850
At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11 in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

At the Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11
in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

Open:

RICK’S
Discount Drugs of Attalla

When worship costs you something

I almost blew myself up the other day. Not I almost blew myself up the other day. Not 
on purpose, but literally. on purpose, but literally. 

A massive brush pile in our yard had been A massive brush pile in our yard had been 
mocking me through my bedroom window mocking me through my bedroom window 
for over a month. It wasn’t on my to-do list, for over a month. It wasn’t on my to-do list, 
but when my weed-eater battery died before but when my weed-eater battery died before 
the allotted time for “full-time sweat pro-the allotted time for “full-time sweat pro-
duction, with a side of yard work,” I looked duction, with a side of yard work,” I looked 
around and–BAM–there it was. around and–BAM–there it was. 

Assessing the situation, I determined Assessing the situation, I determined 
I could safely burn a small section of the I could safely burn a small section of the 
mound. I gathered a shovel, rake, and my mound. I gathered a shovel, rake, and my 
trusty little orange Bic lighter. I even made trusty little orange Bic lighter. I even made 
a mental note that the leaf blower was ready a mental note that the leaf blower was ready 
just in case. (Since I had recently seen a local just in case. (Since I had recently seen a local 
firefighter show off the leaf blower stored in firefighter show off the leaf blower stored in 
his firetruck–telling preschoolers during li-his firetruck–telling preschoolers during li-
brary storytime how vital it is for containing brary storytime how vital it is for containing 
fires.) I felt fully prepared. And very smart. fires.) I felt fully prepared. And very smart. 

In full-disclosure, I have lit hundreds of In full-disclosure, I have lit hundreds of 
brush fires safely. I have used brown leaves brush fires safely. I have used brown leaves 
with little tee-pee stacked sticks. Other times, with little tee-pee stacked sticks. Other times, 
I have used lighter fluid or diesel fuel to start I have used lighter fluid or diesel fuel to start 
the blazes without issue. But these dry limbs the blazes without issue. But these dry limbs 
wouldn’t take to the lighter, and we were out wouldn’t take to the lighter, and we were out 
of charcoal lighter fluid.  of charcoal lighter fluid.  

Thus came my brilliant idea to grab the Thus came my brilliant idea to grab the 
“diesel” in the little red jug near the tractor. “diesel” in the little red jug near the tractor. 

I liberally sprinkled the fuel over the brush I liberally sprinkled the fuel over the brush 
for maximum coverage, then walked the for maximum coverage, then walked the 
fuel can a good distance from the pile, since fuel can a good distance from the pile, since 

I know better than to light a fire near a fuel I know better than to light a fire near a fuel 
can. (The irony is about to get thick.)can. (The irony is about to get thick.)

Walking back to the pile, I took my little Walking back to the pile, I took my little 
lighter out of my pocket and knelt down to lighter out of my pocket and knelt down to 
give it a little flick. give it a little flick. 

For effect I need you to read these next For effect I need you to read these next 
sentences in slow motion. It took exactly two sentences in slow motion. It took exactly two 
flicks of my Bic to get a flame. Then, came flicks of my Bic to get a flame. Then, came 
two seconds–which easily felt like minutes–two seconds–which easily felt like minutes–
for the fuel to combust. for the fuel to combust. 

I heard a slow hiss, immediately followed I heard a slow hiss, immediately followed 
by a sonic boom. by a sonic boom. 

I picked myself up 5 feet from the fire, I picked myself up 5 feet from the fire, 
threw my hat, and instinctively began feeling threw my hat, and instinctively began feeling 
my face and arm for damage as I whispered–my face and arm for damage as I whispered–
over and over – “Thank You, Jesus, thank over and over – “Thank You, Jesus, thank 
You, Jesus.” I could hear the sound of my hair You, Jesus.” I could hear the sound of my hair 
singeing, and feel the sting of surface burns. singeing, and feel the sting of surface burns. 
Gratefully, they were only 1st degree. It is Gratefully, they were only 1st degree. It is 
also worth mentioning that I was one spark also worth mentioning that I was one spark 
away from a Three Stooges hairdo, but my away from a Three Stooges hairdo, but my 
AU hat proved to be remarkably flame-resis-AU hat proved to be remarkably flame-resis-
tant! (War Eagle!)tant! (War Eagle!)

It wasn’t until my husband came home It wasn’t until my husband came home 
about 20 minutes after the ordeal that I un-about 20 minutes after the ordeal that I un-
derstood what had happened. It seems that derstood what had happened. It seems that 
the “diesel” can was actually mixed gasoline. the “diesel” can was actually mixed gasoline. 
I learned a valuable lesson about combustion I learned a valuable lesson about combustion 
this week. How I missed that lesson in high this week. How I missed that lesson in high 
school science is chalked up to “daydream-school science is chalked up to “daydream-
ing,” but it is now etched in my core mem-ing,” but it is now etched in my core mem-

ories. ories. 
As the smoke cleared–and the gratitude As the smoke cleared–and the gratitude 

to God for saving me from what could have to God for saving me from what could have 
been set in– a deeper lesson took root in my been set in– a deeper lesson took root in my 
heart. A lesson from Joseph in the Old Testa-heart. A lesson from Joseph in the Old Testa-
ment. It is the reminder that God often uses ment. It is the reminder that God often uses 
our close calls, mistakes, and sudden “flash-our close calls, mistakes, and sudden “flash-
es” of truth to teach us reverence, humility es” of truth to teach us reverence, humility 
, and deeper reliance on Him. He also uses , and deeper reliance on Him. He also uses 
those lessons for what He is preparing us for. those lessons for what He is preparing us for. 

A few weeks ago, one of our precious A few weeks ago, one of our precious 
heart-children (kids the Lord has placed in heart-children (kids the Lord has placed in 
our lives through foster-care or circumstance) our lives through foster-care or circumstance) 
was opening up about the heavy things she was opening up about the heavy things she 
endured growing up. She was trying to make endured growing up. She was trying to make 
sense of her childhood when someone re-sense of her childhood when someone re-
minded her that God can–and will–use what minded her that God can–and will–use what 
she went through to bring glory to Himself.  she went through to bring glory to Himself.  

When we look back at the heavy or pain-When we look back at the heavy or pain-
ful seasons of our past, it is easy to wonder ful seasons of our past, it is easy to wonder 
why we had to walk through them. But God why we had to walk through them. But God 
never wastes a single sorrow or trial. Just like never wastes a single sorrow or trial. Just like 
Joseph in Genesis, who went through betray-Joseph in Genesis, who went through betray-
al and unfair suffering only to be positioned al and unfair suffering only to be positioned 
right where God needed him to save others, right where God needed him to save others, 
our hard experiences are often converted into our hard experiences are often converted into 
our greatest capacity for ministry. our greatest capacity for ministry. 

God doesn’t cause our harm, but He is a God doesn’t cause our harm, but He is a 
master at redeeming it. He is our Redeem-master at redeeming it. He is our Redeem-
er. Genesis 50:20 reminds us that the trials er. Genesis 50:20 reminds us that the trials 
meant to break or overwhelm us often be-meant to break or overwhelm us often be-

come the exact tools God uses to help us come the exact tools God uses to help us 
comfort, guide, and speak life into someone comfort, guide, and speak life into someone 
else walking a similar path. else walking a similar path. 

As the scripture says, “As for you, you As the scripture says, “As for you, you 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good, to bring it about that many people good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive… (ESV).” Feel free to should be kept alive… (ESV).” Feel free to 
insert whatever circumstance or struggle insert whatever circumstance or struggle 
tried to harm you into that sentence–God tried to harm you into that sentence–God 
turns even those moments around. turns even those moments around. 

Take a moment to look back at a hard chap-Take a moment to look back at a hard chap-
ter in your life. Instead of viewing it only as a ter in your life. Instead of viewing it only as a 
painful memory, ask God: “How can You use painful memory, ask God: “How can You use 
this part of my story to help someone else in this part of my story to help someone else in 
a way that glorifies You?”a way that glorifies You?”

As for me, I have learned my lesson. I’m As for me, I have learned my lesson. I’m 
content leaving the big sparks and burning content leaving the big sparks and burning 
glory to the Lord–while my Bic lighter stays glory to the Lord–while my Bic lighter stays 
safely retired in the kitchen drawer, strictly safely retired in the kitchen drawer, strictly 
on birthday candle duty.on birthday candle duty.

Shine brightly! Shine brightly! 

Sandra Bost

Memoir
Musings

Two flicks, a sonic boom and one Redeemer



After more than four de-
cades coaching at Hokes 
Bluff and 31 years leading 
the Eagles’ football pro-
gram, Mike Robertson still 
finds his greatest satisfac-
tion in the same place he 
always has — his relation-
ships with players.

For Robertson, wins, 
championships and longev-
ity tell only part of the story.

“It’s still the relationship 
with the players,” Robert-
son said. “I work pretty 
hard on that side.”

Those relationships have 
taken on greater meaning as 
former players have grown 
into adults and returned to 
tell Robertson about the im-
pact he had on their lives.

Robertson credits one of 
his mentors, former Hokes 
Bluff coach Danny Payne, 
with telling him years ago 
that the later stages of his 
coaching career would 
bring a different kind of re-
ward.

“He said, ‘Kids are going 
to start coming up as adults 
and thanking you for help-
ing them,’” Robertson said. 
“And that’s happening.”

Robertson’s connection 
to Hokes Bluff stretches 
back to his own playing 
days. His family moved 
to the community in 1971, 
a decision Robertson be-
lieves changed the direction 
of his life.

At Hokes Bluff, Payne 
put Robertson at quarter-
back and quickly recog-
nized his understanding of 
the game.

“He told me in seventh 

grade, ‘You’re going to 
coach one day,’” Robertson 
said.

Robertson went on to 
play baseball at Gadsden 
State and Athens State be-
fore beginning his coaching 
career at Southside, where 
Randy Ross helped intro-
duce him to the profession. 
Robertson later returned to 
Hokes Bluff as an assistant 
under Payne and passed 
on opportunities elsewhere 
because Hokes Bluff was 
where he wanted to be.

“I turned down a few 
head jobs,” Robertson said. 
“I just wanted to be a coach 
at Hokes Bluff.”

More than four decades 
later, he is still there.

Robertson has coached 
multiple sports during his 

career, including girls bas-
ketball and baseball, but 
football has provided his 
longest-lasting legacy. His 
tenure as Hokes Bluff’s 
head coach includes the 
Eagles’ 2001 state champi-
onship.

Still, Robertson said 
some of his most important 
lessons came during diffi-
cult seasons.

He learned not to allow 
losses to overwhelm him 
or victories to change his 
approach.

“I try not to let losses 
kill me,” Robertson said. 
“When we win, don’t over-
celebrate. You’ve got to get 
over it. We lose, we’ve got 
to keep on going.”

Instead, Robertson has 
tried to build his program 
around consistency.

Practices are organized. 
Expectations are estab-
lished. Players know what 
Robertson expects whether 
the Eagles are winning or 
struggling.

“I think a good teacher 
and coach has that con-
sistency,” Robertson said. 
“Being consistent with the 
players — they know what 
we’re going to do.”

Robertson also believes 
coaching requires under-
standing that players’ lives 
away from football can be 
vastly different.

“Some kids need some-
body to put their arm 
around them sometimes.”

That does not mean Rob-
ertson has softened his ex-
pectations.

He remains demanding 
about attendance, practice 
habits, academics and com-
mitment. He tells players 
their priorities should begin 

with family and faith, fol-
lowed by academics before 
football enters the picture.

Robertson said he has 
watched high school ath-
letics change dramatically 
during his career. Social 
media, cellphones, work 
obligations and other dis-
tractions compete for play-
ers’ attention in ways pre-
vious generations did not 
experience.

He understands the game 
— and the young people 
playing it — have changed. 
His challenge has been 
adapting without abandon-
ing the principles that have 
defined his program.

Football, he said, should 
still be enjoyable, even 
when it is demanding.

“They don’t hate com-

ing here,” Robertson said. 
“Football should be fun, 
but it’s tough.”

Robertson also under-
stands his age inevitably 
becomes part of the con-
versation. At 67, he knows 
people wonder how long 
he can continue coaching 
and whether he can still 
push players the way he 
once did.

He welcomes the chal-
lenge.

“As long as they want to 
play for me and my health 
is good, I don’t have any 
hobbies,” Robertson said.

Robertson’s longevity 
has also depended on sup-
port at home. He and his 
wife, Phyllis, have been 
married 40 years and have 
two children and six grand-
children. Their son Brad 
coaches alongside his dad, 
and daughter Alex is the 
counselor at Hokes Bluff 
Elementary.

Robertson credits Phyllis 
with providing the support 
necessary for a career that 
has demanded countless 
nights at practices, games 
and gyms.

“You love home,” he 
said. For Robertson, Hokes 
Bluff has never been sim-
ply a job. It is the com-
munity where he grew up, 
played, learned to coach, 
raised a family and ulti-
mately built a career.

Through championships 
and losing seasons, chang-
ing generations and thou-
sands of practices, Robert-
son said the approach that 
has sustained him remains 
relatively simple: Be con-
sistent, care about the play-
ers and remember there is 
more to coaching than the 
scoreboard.

“You’ve got to have 
down years,” Robertson 
said. “But I think being 
consistent with the players 
— they know what we’re 
going to do.”

After 31 years as Hokes 
Bluff’s head football 
coach, they also know who 
will be leading them.
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SPORTS

This Week in SportsThis Week in Sports

FootballFootball
August 21August 21
Coosa Christian vs Pierce County High School at 7 p.m.Coosa Christian vs Pierce County High School at 7 p.m.
Gadsden City High School vs Oxford High School at 7 p.m.Gadsden City High School vs Oxford High School at 7 p.m.
Gaston High School at Spring Garden High School at 7 p.m.Gaston High School at Spring Garden High School at 7 p.m.
Glencoe High School at Hayden High School at 7 p.m.Glencoe High School at Hayden High School at 7 p.m.
Sardis High School vs Haralson County High School (GA) at 7 p.m.Sardis High School vs Haralson County High School (GA) at 7 p.m.
Southside High School vs. Chelsea High School at 7 p.m.Southside High School vs. Chelsea High School at 7 p.m.
West End High School vs Cedar Bluff High School at 7 p.m.West End High School vs Cedar Bluff High School at 7 p.m.
Westbrook Christian vs Hokes Bluff High School at 7 p.m.Westbrook Christian vs Hokes Bluff High School at 7 p.m.

Girls Flag FootballGirls Flag Football
August 25August 25
Gadsden City High School at Leads/Anniston Tri Match at 5:30 p.m.Gadsden City High School at Leads/Anniston Tri Match at 5:30 p.m.
August 27August 27
Gadsden City High School vs Talladega/Clay-Chalkville Tri Match  Gadsden City High School vs Talladega/Clay-Chalkville Tri Match  
at 4:30 p.m.at 4:30 p.m.

VolleyballVolleyball
August 22August 22
Tournament at Ashville High School – Teams playing are: Glencoe Tournament at Ashville High School – Teams playing are: Glencoe 
High School, Ashville High School and etc.High School, Ashville High School and etc.
CoraStrong Tournament at Jacksonville High School – Teams playing CoraStrong Tournament at Jacksonville High School – Teams playing 
Sardis High School and etc. Sardis High School and etc. 
West End Varsity Invitational at West End High School at 8:30 a.m. – West End Varsity Invitational at West End High School at 8:30 a.m. – 
Teams playing are West End High School and etc. Teams playing are West End High School and etc. 
Westbrook Christian at Geraldine High School – Geraldine Tourna-Westbrook Christian at Geraldine High School – Geraldine Tourna-
ment ment 
August 24thAugust 24th
Etowah High School vs Coosa Christian at 4:30 p.m.Etowah High School vs Coosa Christian at 4:30 p.m.
Westbrook vs JCA at 4:30 p.m.Westbrook vs JCA at 4:30 p.m.
August 25August 25
Westbrook Christian at Sardis Middle School at 4:00 p.m.Westbrook Christian at Sardis Middle School at 4:00 p.m.
August 27thAugust 27th
Etowah High School vs Collinsville at 4:30 p.m.Etowah High School vs Collinsville at 4:30 p.m.
Glencoe High School vs Cleburne County High School Glencoe High School vs Cleburne County High School 
West End High School vs Cleveland High School at 4:30 p.m.West End High School vs Cleveland High School at 4:30 p.m.
Westbrook Christian School vs Sardis High School and Coosa Chris-Westbrook Christian School vs Sardis High School and Coosa Chris-
tian at 5:30 p.m.tian at 5:30 p.m.
Sardis High School at Cleburne County High School Sardis High School at Cleburne County High School 

Cross CountryCross Country
August 22August 22
Glencoe High School at Anniston the Wildcat Kickoff Glencoe High School at Anniston the Wildcat Kickoff 

VolleyballVolleyball
August 22August 22
Gadsden State Community College vs Reid State at 11:00 a.m.Gadsden State Community College vs Reid State at 11:00 a.m.
Gadsden State Community College vs Cleveland State at 3:00 p.m.Gadsden State Community College vs Cleveland State at 3:00 p.m.
August 24August 24
Gadsden State Community College at Chattanooga State at 6:30 p.m. Gadsden State Community College at Chattanooga State at 6:30 p.m. 
ETET
August 26August 26
Gadsden State Community College vs Snead State at 5:00 p.m.Gadsden State Community College vs Snead State at 5:00 p.m.

College SportsCollege Sports

High School SportsHigh School Sports

Submitted photo

From left to right; Alex Robertson Ball (daughter), Jake Ball, Champ, Mazely, Joc, Jax, Phyllis (wife), Kasie, 
Sammie Jo, Brad (son), Scottie Rae

Robertson’s 31 years at Hokes Bluff built on consistency, relationships
By Karla McArthur

Reporter

Submitted photo



____________
NOTICE OF

 FORECLOSURE 
SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness 
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed 
by Tony David Battles 
and Veda Evelyn Bat-
tles, husband and wife 
and David Earl Battles, 
an unmarried man, to 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Mortgagee as 
nominee for Family 
Savings Credit Union, 
its successors and as-
signs, on July 23, 2025, 
said mortgage being 
recorded in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, on July 29, 2025 
at MORTGAGE Book 
2025, at Page 3595491. 
Renasant Bank, the cur-
rent holder, under and 
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained in 
said mortgage, will sell 
at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, 
in front of the main en-
trance of the Etowah 
County Courthouse, 
in Gadsden, Alabama, 
on September 9, 2026, 
during the legal hours 
of sale, the following de-
scribed real estate, situ-
ated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:
To reach the point of 
beginning, commence 
at the point of intersec-
tion of the Northwest 
right of way of Highway 
#11 and the Northerly 
right of way line of the 
Old Crudup Road and 
run in a Southwester-
ly direction along the 
Northwest right of way 
of Highway #11 a dis-
tance of 373.7 feet to a 
point, said point being 
the point of beginning; 
and being the Southern-
most corner of the prop-
erty described in Deed 
Book 1437, Page 253, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama. From 
the point of beginning 
run Northwesterly and 
along the Southwesterly 
line of said “1437-253” 
tract and 211 feet to the 
Westernmost corner of 
said tract, thence South-
westerly along the line 
parallel with the North-
western right of way of 
Highway #11 to a point in 
the centerline of a ditch, 
said point, also being in 
the Northeasterly line 
of the Ray Woodard 
property, thence South-
westerly of centerline of 
said ditch and along the 
line of the Ray Woodard 
property to the North-
west line of Highway 
#11, thence Northeast-
erly along the line of the 
Ray Woodard property 
to the Northwest line of 
Highway #11, thence 
North-easterly along the 
line of Highway #11 to 
the point of beginning, 
and embracing a por-
tion of the Southwest 
Quarter (SW 1/4) of the 
Southwest Quarter (SW 
1/4) of Section Four (4) 
Township Eleven (11) 
South, Range Six (6) 
East and a portion of the 
Northwest Quarter (NW 
1/4) of the Northwest 
Quarter (NW 1/4) of 
Section Nine (9) Town-
ship Eleven (11) South, 
Range Six (6) of Hunts-
ville Meridian, and lying 
and being in Etowah 
County, Alabama.
More commonly known 
as: 1416 Valley Drive, 
Attalla, AL 35954
This Property will be 
sold on an “as is, where 
is” basis, without war-
ranty or recourse, ex-
pressed or implied as 
to title, use and/or en-
joyment and will be sold 
subject to the right of 
redemption of all parties 
entitled thereto.  Ala-
bama law gives some 
persons who have an 
interest in property the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs 
may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. 
An attorney should be 
consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as part of 
the foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for 
the purpose of paying 
the indebtedness se-
cured by said mortgage, 
as well as the expense 
of foreclosure. The suc-
cessful bidder must ten-
der certified funds by 
noon the next business 
day to Law Office of Hal-
liday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C. Certified funds 
must be in the form of 
a wire transfer, bank or 
credit union’s cashier’s 
check, or bank official 
check payable to Hall-
iday, Watkins & Mann, 

P.C. Halliday, Watkins & 
Mann, P.C. reserves the 
right to award the bid to 
the next highest bidder 
should the highest bid-
der fail to timely tender 
the total amount due. 
If sale is voided, Mort-
gagee/Transferee shall 
return the bid amount to 
the successful purchas-
er and the Mortgagee/
Transferee shall not be 
liable to the purchase 
for any damages. If the 
sale is set aside for any 
reason, the purchaser 
at the sale shall be only 
entitled to a return of the 
deposit and bid amount, 
if paid. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate 
and to credit its pur-
chase price against the 
expenses of sale and in-
debtedness secured by 
the real estate. This sale 
is subject to postpone-
ment or cancellation.
Important Notice to Po-
tential Bidders: Feder-
al law administered by 
the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network 
(“FinCEN”), a bureau of 
the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury, requires 
certain residential real 
estate transactions to 
be reported to the fed-
eral government. If you 
are the winning bidder 
at auction, you may be 
required to provide iden-
tifying information about 
yourself and, if applica-
ble, any entity or trust 
purchasing the proper-
ty. This information is 
required by federal law 
and must be provided 
to complete the sale. 
Failure to provide re-
quired information after 
the sale may delay or 
prevent issuance of the 
foreclosure deed. 
Renasant Bank (“Trans-
feree”) 

Halliday, Watkins & 
Mann, P.C.
3000 Riverchase Galle-
ria, Suite 705
Birmingham, AL 35244
Phone: (801) 355-2886

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

____________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having being 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness 
secured by that certain 
mortgage dated June 
9, 2021 executed by 
Joshua Laughlin, an un-
married person, in favor 
of Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., solely as a nomi-
nee for Village Capital 
& Investment LLC, said 
Mortgage being record-
ed July 15, 2021, in Inst. 
# 3524242, in the Office 
of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama; having later 
been assigned to Plan-
et Home Lending, LLC 
by instrument recorded 
in Inst. # 3584076, in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama. Said 
default continues and 
notice is hereby given 
that the undersigned, 
Planet Home Lending, 
LLC, under and by virtue 
of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for 
cash or certified funds 
at the main entrance to 
the County Courthouse, 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama on 10/14/2026, 
during the legal hours 
of sale, the following de-
scribed real estate situ-
ated in Etowah County, 
Alabama, to-wit:      

Situated in the City of 
Gadsden, County of 
Etowah, State of Ala-
bama:

Lot number sixteen 
(16); and a lot or parcel 
of land described as be-
ginning at a point where 
the northeast line of lot 
number 17 intersects 
the southeast line there-
of; thence in a north-
westerly direction and 
along the northeast line 
of said lot a distance of 
30 feet to a point; thence 
in a southwesterly direc-
tion and parallel with the 
northwest line of said lot 
number 17 a distance 
of 120 feet to a point; 
thence in a southeaster-
ly direction and parallel 
with the southwest line 
of said lot a distance of 
5 feet to a point; thence 
in a southwesterly direc-
tion and parallel with the 
southeast line of said lot 
a distance of 20 feet to 
a point in the southwest 
line of said lot number 
17; thence in a south-
easterly direction and 
along the southwest 
line of lot number 17 a 

distance of 25 feet to 
the point of intersection 
of the southwest line of 
said lot number 17 with 
the southeast line there-
of; thence in a north-
easterly direction and 
along the southeast line 
of said lot a distance 
of 140 feet to the point 
of beginning, and em-
bracing a portion of lot 
number 17, all in block 
number 44 in first addi-
tion Bellevue Highlands, 
as surveyed and platted 
by Totten and Woodruff, 
civil engineers, accord-
ing to the map or plat 
thereof recorded in plat 
book “B” beginning at 
page 286, in the office 
of the judge of probate, 
and lying and being 
in Gadsden, Etowah 
County, Alabama.

TAX ID NO: 
1009323000027.000 
(PARCEL ID NO.) 
19506 (PPIN)

For informational pur-
poses only, the prop-
erty address is: 209 
Harts Ave., Gadsden, 
AL 35904. Any property 
address provided is not 
part of the legal descrip-
tion of the property sold 
herein and in the event 
of any discrepancy, the 
legal description refer-
enced herein shall con-
trol.
THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS-
IS, WHERE-IS” BASIS, 
SUBJECT TO ANY 
EASEMENTS, ENCUM-
BRANCES, AND EX-
CEPTIONS REFLECT-
ED IN THE MORTGAGE 
AND THOSE CON-
TAINED IN THE RE-
CORDS OF THE OF-
FICE OF THE JUDGE 
OF PROBATE OF THE 
COUNTY WHERE THE 
ABOVE-DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY IS SITU-
ATED.  THIS PROP-
ERTY WILL BE SOLD 
WITHOUT WARRANTY 
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESS OR IMPLIED 
AS TO TITLE, USE 
AND/OR ENJOYMENT 
AND WILL BE SOLD 
SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES 
ENTITLED THERETO. 
Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 
an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances.  Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process.  An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process.

Federal law requires 
that certain residential 
real estate transactions 
purchased with all cash 
or without institutional 
lender financing, where 
at least one buyer/trans-
feree is a legal entity, 
LLC, Corporation, Part-
nership, trust, trustee or 
other non-natural per-
son, be reported to the 
United States Treasury 
Department’s Financial 
Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCen).

This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the 
indebtedness secured 
by mortgage as well as 
the expenses of fore-
closure, including a rea-
sonable attorney’s fees 
and other purposes set 
out in said mortgage.
The successful bidder 
may be required to pro-
vide identifying infor-
mation/documentation 
successful bidders must 
tender funds and a fully 
completed FinCen form 
before noon of the next 
business day after the 
sale or the property will 
be reverted to the next 
highest bid.
 
Planet Home Lending, 
LLC
Paul K. Lavelle, Esq.
Attorney for Mortgagee
Spina, & Lavelle, P.C.
One Perimeter Park 
South-Suite 400N
Birmingham, Alabama 
35243
(205) 298-1800
39-FC-26-01309

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE

FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness 
secured by that certain 
Mortgage executed by 
Vashti M. Lopez, single 
woman, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), 
(solely as nominee for 
Lender, First Bank, and 

Lender’s successors 
and assigns), dated the 
17th day of June, 2024, 
which Mortgage was 
recorded in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, in Instrument 
Number 3576181; said 
Mortgage having been 
transferred and as-
signed by Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), 
(solely as nominee for 
Lender, First Bank, and 
Lender’s successors 
and assigns) to Ala-
bama Housing Finance 
Authority by virtue of 
that certain Assignment 
of Mortgage dated June 
29, 2026, and recorded 
in said Probate Office 
in Miscellaneous Book 
2026, at Page 3611573. 
The undersigned Ala-
bama Housing Finance 
Authority as Assignee of 
said Mortgage will, un-
der and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained 
in said Mortgage, sell 
at auction to the high-
est bidder for cash be-
fore the main entrance 
of the Etowah County 
Courthouse in the City 
of Gadsden, Alabama, 
during the legal hours 
of sale on September 
17, 2026, the real prop-
erty described in said 
Mortgage, which said 
description is hereby 
referred to and made a 
part hereof, said prop-
erty being situated in 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:
Lot No. Twenty-Three 
(23) in Block No. Nine-
teen (19) in Gadsden 
Land and Improvement 
Company’s Kyle Addi-
tion, according to the 
map of plat thereof as 
recorded in Plat Book 
“A, Page 23, Probate 
Office, Etowah County, 
Alabama, and lying and 
being in Etowah County, 
Alabama; subject to any 
easements or restric-
tions or record.

Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 
an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process.
This sale is made for the 
purpose of realizing the 
mortgage debt, together 
with all expenses of the 
sale, including a reason-
able attorney’s fee.

CAPELL & HOWARD, 
P.C.
Bowdy J. Brown, Esq.
150 South Perry Street
Montgomery, Alabama 
36104
Our File No.: 37591-
3749
ATTORNEYS FOR 
ASSIGNEE

ALABAMA HOUSING 
FINANCE AUTHORITY
ASSIGNEE

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of 
the loan documents 
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Steven Joseph Lobello, 
Melinda Lobello, Connie 
Marie White to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee 
for Rocket Mortgage, 
LLC, its successors and 
assigns dated March 
9, 2023; said mort-
gage being recorded 
on  as Instrument No. 
3554467 in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama. Said Mortgage 
was last sold, assigned 
and transferred to Rock-
et Mortgage, LLC by 
assignment to be re-
corded  in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

The undersigned, Rock-
et Mortgage, LLC, un-
der and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will 
sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for 
cash before the main 
entrance of the Court 
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm), 
on September 23, 2026 
the following proper-

ty, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit:

LOTS 4 AND 5 IN 
BLOCK 2 OF CEDAR 
HILLS, ACCORDING 
TO THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK “G”, 
PAGE 3, PROBATE OF-
FICE, ETOWAH COUN-
TY, ALABAMA.

Said property is com-
monly known as 884 
Riverside Dr, Gadsden, 
AL 35901.

Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal 
description will control.

Said property will be 
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), 
the right of redemption 
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens 
for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon 
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate 
survey and inspection 
of the property, any 
assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way, 
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants, 
the statutory right of 
redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any 
matters of record includ-
ing, but not limited to, 
those superior to said 
Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property 
will be sold on an “as-is” 
basis without any rep-
resentation, warranty 
or recourse against the 
above-named or the un-
dersigned. Bidders must 
perform their own due 
diligence. The success-
ful bidder must present 
certified funds in the 
amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.

Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 
an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS: 
On March 1, 2026, the 
data collection and re-
porting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial 
Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) new 
Anti-Money Launder-
ing Rule (the “Rule”), 
found at 89 FR 70258, 
went into effect. The 
Rule applies to cer-
tain residential real es-
tate sale transactions 
(including nonjudicial 
foreclosures) where the 
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which 
includes cash purchas-
es, private financing 
or financing provided 
by an institution not 
subject to a federal An-
ti-Money Laundering 
or Suspicion Activity 
Report requirement. As 
part of this Rule, pur-
chasers and sellers are 
required to provide ad-
ditional information and 
documentation about 
themselves, their legal 
entities, and the source 
of funds used in the re-
portable transaction, if 
applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information 
and documentation is 
required to comply with 
the Rule’s federal re-
porting requirements, if 
applicable. This notice 
is provided for informa-
tional purposes only 
and does not constitute 
legal advice. You are 
encouraged to consult 
with your own inde-
pendent legal counsel 
if you have questions 
about how the FinCEN 
Anti-Money Laundering 
Rule affects your trans-
action and whether your 
transaction is report-
able.

* The Rule is the subject 
of ongoing litigation in 
several jurisdictions. We 
suggest that you seek 
your own legal counsel 
if you have questions 
about the status of the 
Rule and its applicability 
to your sale, if any.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, 
(2) to final confirmation 

and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the 
holder of the Mortgage, 
and (3) to confirmation 
that the successful bid-
der has timely provided 
all information required 
for reporting under the 
Rule, 89 FR 70258, if 
applicable.

ROCKET MORTGAGE, 
LLC
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 26-08782AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

August 21, 28, and 
September 4, 2026

______________
NOTICE OF

 MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been 
made of the terms of 
the loan documents 
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed 
by Patricia J Grang-
er, Henry S Granger 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Homequest 
Capital Funding, LLC 
its successors and as-
signs dated September 
30, 2005; said mort-
gage being recorded 
on October 6, 2005 as 
Instrument No. M-2005-
4286 in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama. Said Mortgage 
was last sold, assigned 
and transferred to BRA-
VO Residential Fund-
ing Trust 2020-RPL2 
by assignment record-
ed as Instrument No. 
3522459 in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

The undersigned, BRA-
VO Residential Funding 
Trust 2020-RPL2, un-
der and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will 
sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for 
cash before the main 
entrance of the Court 
House in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (be-
tween 11am and 4pm), 
on September 30, 2026 
the following proper-
ty, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit:

Lots Seven (7), Eight 
(8), Nine (9) and Ten 
(10), in Block One (1), 
in Wiggmar Hills, as 
shown by plat recorded 
in Plat Book “F”, Page 
141, in the Office of the 
Judge of Probate and ly-
ing and being in Etowah 
County, Alabama.

Said property is com-
monly known as 2706 
Lookout Avenue, Gads-
den, AL 35904.

Should a conflict arise 
between the property 
address and the legal 
description, the legal 
description will control.

Said property will be 
sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), 
the right of redemption 
of any taxing authori-
ty, all outstanding liens 
for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon 
the property, any mat-
ters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate 
survey and inspection 
of the property, any 
assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way, 
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special as-
sessments, covenants, 
the statutory right of 
redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any 
matters of record includ-
ing, but not limited to, 
those superior to said 
Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property 
will be sold on an “as-is” 
basis without any rep-
resentation, warranty 
or recourse against the 
above-named or the un-
dersigned. Bidders must 
perform their own due 
diligence. The success-
ful bidder must present 
certified funds in the 
amount of the winning 
bid at the time and place 
of sale.

Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 

an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS: 
On March 1, 2026, the 
data collection and re-
porting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial 
Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) new 
Anti-Money Launder-
ing Rule (the “Rule”), 
found at 89 FR 70258, 
went into effect. The 
Rule applies to cer-
tain residential real es-
tate sale transactions 
(including nonjudicial 
foreclosures) where the 
transfer is to a legal en-
tity or trust, and which 
includes cash purchas-
es, private financing 
or financing provided 
by an institution not 
subject to a federal An-
ti-Money Laundering 
or Suspicion Activity 
Report requirement. As 
part of this Rule, pur-
chasers and sellers are 
required to provide ad-
ditional information and 
documentation about 
themselves, their legal 
entities, and the source 
of funds used in the re-
portable transaction, if 
applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information 
and documentation is 
required to comply with 
the Rule’s federal re-
porting requirements, if 
applicable. This notice 
is provided for informa-
tional purposes only 
and does not constitute 
legal advice. You are 
encouraged to consult 
with your own inde-
pendent legal counsel 
if you have questions 
about how the FinCEN 
Anti-Money Laundering 
Rule affects your trans-
action and whether your 
transaction is report-
able.

* The Rule is the subject 
of ongoing litigation in 
several jurisdictions. We 
suggest that you seek 
your own legal counsel 
if you have questions 
about the status of the 
Rule and its applicability 
to your sale, if any.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, 
(2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the 
holder of the Mortgage, 
and (3) to confirmation 
that the successful bid-
der has timely provided 
all information required 
for reporting under the 
Rule, 89 FR 70258, if 
applicable.

BRAVO RESIDEN-
TIAL FUNDING TRUST 
2020-RPL2
as holder of said mort-
gage
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street N, Suite 
1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 24-05870AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

August 21, 28, and 
September 4, 2026

______________
MORTGAGE

 FORECLOSURE 
SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness 
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Jonathan T. Chavis, an 
unmarried man, original-
ly in favor of Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nom-
inee for Royal United 
Mortgage LLC, its suc-
cessors and assigns, on 
April 2, 2025, said mort-
gage recorded in the Of-
fice of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama, in Book 2025 
Page 3590378; the un-
dersigned AmeriHome 
Mortgage Company 
LLC, as Mortgagee/
Transferee, under and 
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will 
sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for 
cash, in front of the 
main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County, 
Alabama, on September 
30, 2026, during the le-
gal hours of sale, all of 
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its rights, title, and inter-
est in and to the follow-
ing described real es-
tate, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-
wit: All that part of the 
Northwest Fourth of 
the Northwest Fourth 
of Section 5, Township 
11 South, Range 5 East 
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama, and being more 
particularly described as 
follows: Commencing at 
the Southeast corner of 
the Northwest Fourth of 
the Northwest Fourth of 
Section 5, Township 11 
South, Range 5 East 
in Etowah County, Al-
abama; Thence South 
90 degrees 00 minutes 
West 105.0 feet to the 
True Point to Beginning 
for the property herein 
described; thence from 
the True Point of Begin-
ning, continue on a bear-
ing of South 90 degrees 
00 minutes West 230.0 
Feet to a 5/8 inch rebar 
found; thence North 06 
degrees 14 minutes 21 
seconds East 460.08 
feet to a 5/8 inch rebar 
found on the Southern 
right of way of Shady 
Grove Road; thence 
along the Southern right 
of way of said Shady 
Grove Road, South 51 
degrees 29 minutes 57 
seconds East 230.0 feet 
to a point; thence leav-
ing the Southern right 
of way of said Shady 
Grove Road, South 00 
degrees 00 minutes 
East 314.18 feet (378.0 
feet – Deed Record) to 
the True Point of Be-
ginning for the prop-
erty herein described; 
said lands lying and 
being in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama.. Property 
street address for in-
formational purposes: 
3180 Shady Grove Rd 
, Boaz, AL 35956. THIS 
PROPERTY WILL BE 
SOLD ON AN “AS IS, 
WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY 
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED 
AS TO TITLE, USE 
AND/OR ENJOYMENT 
AND WILL BE SOLD 
SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES 
ENTITLED THERE-
TO. Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 
an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for 
the purpose of paying 
the indebtedness se-
cured by said mortgage, 
as well as the expens-
es of foreclosure. The 
successful bidder must 
tender certified funds in 
the amount of the win-
ning bid made payable 
to Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. 
at the time and place of 
the sale. The sale will 
be conducted subject 
to: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibit-
ed under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final 
confirmation with the 
Mortgagee/Transferee, 
and if applicable, (3) 
collection of purchaser 
information needed to 
comply with the report-
ing requirements under 
the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network’s 
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31 
C.F.R. Part 1031) and 
reimbursement of any 
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the 
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany 
& Bosco, P.A shall not 
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the 
sale is set aside for any 
reason, the purchaser 
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return 
of the bid amount. The 
Mortgagee/Transferee 
reserves the right to bid 
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its 
purchase price against 
the expenses of sale 
and the indebtedness 
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is subject 
to postponement or can-
cellation. AmeriHome 
Mortgage Company 
LLC, (“Transferee”) 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A., 
2501 20th Place South, 
Suite 300, 
Homewood, AL 35223 
www.tblaw.com 
TB File Number: 
26-04242-SC-AL 

August 21, 28, and 
September 4, 2026

________________
MORTGAGE

 FORECLOSURE 
SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness 
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Christa Lewis and hus-
band, Jeremiah Lew-
is, originally in favor of 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for 

AmeriHome Mortgage 
Company, LLC, its suc-
cessors and assigns, 
on March 20, 2025, 
said mortgage record-
ed in the Office of the 
Judge of Probate of 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, in Book 2025 
Page 3589466; the un-
dersigned AmeriHome 
Mortgage Company, 
LLC, as Mortgagee/
Transferee, under and 
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will 
sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for 
cash, in front of the 
main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County, 
Alabama, on September 
30, 2026, during the le-
gal hours of sale, all of 
its rights, title, and inter-
est in and to the follow-
ing described real es-
tate, situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-
wit: Lot Number Eigh-
teen (18) of the West-
ern Hills Subdivision to 
Southside, Alabama, as 
recorded in Plat Book I, 
Page 54, Probate Office 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.. Property street 
address for informa-
tional purposes: 2755 
Cedar Circle , South-
side, AL 35907. THIS 
PROPERTY WILL BE 
SOLD ON AN “AS IS, 
WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY 
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED 
AS TO TITLE, USE 
AND/OR ENJOYMENT 
AND WILL BE SOLD 
SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES 
ENTITLED THERE-
TO. Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 
an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for 
the purpose of paying 
the indebtedness se-
cured by said mortgage, 
as well as the expens-
es of foreclosure. The 
successful bidder must 
tender certified funds in 
the amount of the win-
ning bid made payable 
to Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. 
at the time and place of 
the sale. The sale will 
be conducted subject 
to: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibit-
ed under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final 
confirmation with the 
Mortgagee/Transferee, 
and if applicable, (3) 
collection of purchaser 
information needed to 
comply with the report-
ing requirements under 
the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network’s 
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31 
C.F.R. Part 1031) and 
reimbursement of any 
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the 
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany 
& Bosco, P.A shall not 
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the 
sale is set aside for any 
reason, the purchaser 
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return 
of the bid amount. The 
Mortgagee/Transferee 
reserves the right to bid 
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its 
purchase price against 
the expenses of sale 
and the indebtedness 
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is subject 
to postponement or can-
cellation. AmeriHome 
Mortgage Company, 
LLC, (“Transferee”) 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A., 
2501 20th Place South, 
Suite 300, 
Homewood, AL 35223 
www.tblaw.com 
TB File Number: 
26-13505-SC-AL 

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

______________
FORECLOSURE 

NOTICE 

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness 
described in and se-
cured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Gary Hall to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems,Inc. “MERS” 
as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Lender, Central 
Mortgage Funding, LLC, 
and Lender’s succes-
sors and assigns dated 
February 7, 2024 and 
Recorded in Instru-
ment #3569619 of the 
records in the Office of 
the Judge of Probate,  
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, which said mort-
gage was subsequent-
ly assigned to Village 
Capital & Investment, 
LLC by instrument re-
corded in Misc BK 2026, 
Page 3613125 in said 
Probate Court Records;  
notice is hereby given 

that the undersigned as 
mortgagee will under 
power of sale contained 
in said mortgage, sell at 
public outcry for cash 
to the highest bidder, 
during legal hours of 
sale on the September 
16, 2026, at the front 
door entrance of the 
Courthouse of Etowah 
County, Alabama, 800 
Forest Ave, Gadsden, 
AL 35902, the following 
described real property 
in the County of Etowah, 
State of Alabama, being 
the same property de-
scribed in the above re-
ferred to mortgage: 
Lot 12, Woodland Hills, 
according to the map or 
plat thereof, recorded 
in Plat Book “H”, Page 
121, Probate Office, 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, lying and being in 
Southside, Alabama.

ALABAMA LAW GIVES 
SOME PERSONS WHO 
HAVE AN INTEREST 
IN PROPERTY THE 
RIGHT TO REDEEM 
THE PROPERTY UN-
DER CERTAIN CIR-
CUMSTANCES.  PRO-
GRAMS MAY ALSO 
EXIST THAT HELP 
PERSONS AVOID OR 
DELAY THE FORE-
CLOSURE PRO-
CESS.  AN ATTORNEY 
SHOULD BE CON-
SULTED TO HELP YOU 
UNDERSTAND THESE 
RIGHTS AND PRO-
GRAMS AS A PART OF 
THE FORECLOSURE 
PROCESS.
This property will be 
sold on an “as is, where 
is” basis, subject to any 
easements, encum-
brances and exceptions 
reflected in the mort-
gage and those con-
tained in the records of 
the office of the judge of 
the probate where the 
above-described prop-
erty is situated. This 
property will be sold 
without warranty or re-
course, expressed or 
implied as to title, use 
and/or enjoyment and 
will be sold subject to 
the right of redemption 
of all parties entitled 
thereto. 
Said sale is made for 
the purpose of paying 
the said indebtedness 
and the expenses inci-
dent to this sale, includ-
ing a reasonable attor-
ney’s fee. 
The sale will be con-
ducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the 
sale is not prohibited un-
der the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final 
confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan 
with the mortgagee.

Village Capital & Invest-
ment, LLC
Mortgagee 
William McFadden
McFadden, Rouse & 
Bender, LLC
718 Downtowner Blvd.
Mobile, AL  36609

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

____________
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment 
of the indebtedness 
secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by 
Nyquitta Knight, unmar-
ried, originally in favor 
of Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for 
Canopy Mortgage, LLC, 
its successors and as-
signs, on February 26, 
2026, said mortgage 
recorded in the Office 
of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Etowah County, 
Alabama, in Bk: 2026 
Pg: 3605491; the un-
dersigned AmeriHome 
Mortgage Company, 
LLC, as Mortgagee/
Transferee, under and 
by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will 
sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for 
cash, in front of the 
main entrance of the 
Courthouse at Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama, on October 14, 
2026, during the legal 
hours of sale, all of its 
rights, title, and interest 
in and to the following 
described real estate, 
situated in Etowah 
County, Alabama, to-wit: 
Lot Number (9), in Block 
Number Thirty-One (31), 
in Garden City Subdivi-
sion Number One (1), 
according to the map 
or plat thereof recorded 
in Plat Book “C”, Pag-
es 408 and 409, Office 
of the Judge of Probate 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, and lying and be-
ing in Gadsden, Etowah 
County, Alabama.. Prop-
erty street address for 
informational purpos-
es: 917 Litchfield Ave 
, Gadsden, AL 35903. 
THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS 
IS, WHERE IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY 
OR RECOURSE, EX-
PRESSED OR IMPLIED 
AS TO TITLE, USE 
AND/OR ENJOYMENT 
AND WILL BE SOLD 
SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMP-

TION OF ALL PARTIES 
ENTITLED THERE-
TO. Alabama law gives 
some persons who have 
an interest in property 
the right to redeem the 
property under certain 
circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist 
that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure 
process. An attorney 
should be consulted to 
help you understand 
these rights and pro-
grams as a part of the 
foreclosure process. 
This sale is made for 
the purpose of paying 
the indebtedness se-
cured by said mortgage, 
as well as the expens-
es of foreclosure. The 
successful bidder must 
tender certified funds in 
the amount of the win-
ning bid made payable 
to Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. 
at the time and place of 
the sale. The sale will 
be conducted subject 
to: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibit-
ed under the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Code, (2) final 
confirmation with the 
Mortgagee/Transferee, 
and if applicable, (3) 
collection of purchaser 
information needed to 
comply with the report-
ing requirements under 
the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network’s 
Residential Real Es-
tate Reporting Rule (31 
C.F.R. Part 1031) and 
reimbursement of any 
fees and expenses in-
curred as a result of the 
collection of such infor-
mation. The Mortgagee/
Transferee and Tiffany 
& Bosco, P.A shall not 
be liable for any dam-
ages whatsoever. If the 
sale is set aside for any 
reason, the purchaser 
at the sale shall be on-
ly entitled to a return 
of the bid amount. The 
Mortgagee/Transferee 
reserves the right to bid 
for and purchase the re-
al estate and to credit its 
purchase price against 
the expenses of sale 
and the indebtedness 
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is subject 
to postponement or can-
cellation. AmeriHome 
Mortgage Company, 
LLC, (“Transferee”) 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A., 
2501 20th Place South, 
Suite 300, Homewood, 
AL 35223 www.tblaw.
com TB File Number: 
26-13598-SC-AL 

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Byron Rahmon Bonner 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) 07/10/2026 to 
the Estate of Inzer Bon-
ner, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all 
persons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Vicki Lyle Potter was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
06/29/2026 over the 
Estate of Earlene Lyle, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all 
persons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Nanette Kennedy was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
06/24/2026 over the Es-
tate of Neal Wayne Hol-
derfield, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate
August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Laura Brothers was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
06/29/2026 to the Es-
tate of Colleen Gwen-
dolyn Jones Brothers, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all 
persons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Barbara Boyd was/
were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s) 
06/26/2026 over the Es-
tate of Christopher Dale 

Boyd, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama no-
tifies all persons that 
claims not filed within six 
months will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

Holly Marie Brock Johns 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) 06/25/2026 to the 
Estate of Jimmy A. Brock 
aka Jimmy Allen Brock 
Sr., deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all 
persons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

________
FILE CLAIMS

James Leslie Baker 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) 06/25/2026 over 
the Estate of Bertie Bak-
er, deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all 
persons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 
Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Brandy Clemmons 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 11/06/2025 
to the Estate of Larry 
Gene Whisenant, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Dylan Jack Hallmark 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 06/24/2026 
over the Estate of Jacky 
Royce Hallmark, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Monica Rae Moulds 
Steward and Christo-
pher Moulds was/were 
appointed Person-
al Representative(s) 
on 07/13/2026 to the 
Estate of Ellen Faye 
Hoskins Beasley, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Emily Hawk Mills was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on 
07/29/2026 to the Es-
tate of Laretha Boggs, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all 
persons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Justin Hayes was/were 
appointed Personal 
Representative(s) on 
08/04/2026 to the Estate 
of George L. Woods, 
deceased, Probate 
Court of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama notifies all 
persons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
FILE CLAIMS

Howard Todd Jordan 
was/were appointed 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) on 08/05/2026 
to the Estate of Jim-
mie Lou Jordan, de-
ceased, Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama notifies all per-
sons that claims not 
filed within six months 
will be barred. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

Case No.: 2024-00507 
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 
DONNEISHA SHAM-
BREA WILLIAMS, DE-
CEASED. 

TO: C.W. and C.W., 
minor children of Don-
neisha Williams, where-
abouts unknown 

YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that there 
has been filed in this 
Court a Petition for Final 
Settlement in the Estate 
of Donneisha Shambrea 
Williams, deceased. 
You are FURTHER NO-
TIFIED to be in and ap-
pear before this Court 
on the 22nd day of Sep-
tember, 2026 at 2:00 
p.m., when said peti-
tion will be heard and to 
show cause, if any you 
may have, why the said 
Petition to Sell Property 
in the Estate of Donnei-
sha Shambrea Williams, 
deceased, should not 
be granted. 
Done this the 4th day of 
August 2026

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
WILLIAM J. RUCKLE, 
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED 

Case #: 2026-482 

TO: Rayburn Clay and 
any unknown family, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 
Please take notice that 
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above 
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate, and further, 
that the 22 day of SEP-
TEMBER 2026 at 1:30 
P.m. was appointed a 
day and time for hearing 
on said Petition, thereof 
at which time you may 
appear and support 
and/or contest the Pe-
tition, if you so choose. 
DONE THIS THE 6TH 
DAY OF AUGUST 2026 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF HEARING 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
CHARLES BAILY, AL-
LEGED INCAPACITAT-
ED 

Case #: 2026-481 

TO: Any unknown fam-
ily, whose whereabouts 
are unknown 
Please take notice that 
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above 
referenced incapacitat-
ed individual was filed in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate, and further, 
that the 22ND day of 
SEPTEMBER 2026 at 
1:00 P.m. was appoint-
ed a day and time for 
hearing on said Petition, 
thereof at which time 
you may appear and 
support and/or contest 
the Petition, if you so 
choose. 
DONE THIS THE 6TH 
DAY OF AUGUST  2026

Scott W. Hassall 
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

____________
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR LETTERS OF 
GUARDIANSHIP AND 

PETITION FOR 
LETTERS OF

 CONSERVATORSHIP 

Notice to: Kevin Barth, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 
Brian Barth, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known 
You will take notice that 
a Petition for Letters of 
Guardianship for the 
person of William H. 
Barth, and a Petition for 
Letters of Conservator-
ship over the estate of 
William H. Barth, was 
filed by Gadsden Re-
gional Medical Center 
on the 31stday JULY of 
2026. 

A hearing on the Petition 
for Letters of Guardian-
ship and Petition for Let-
ters of Conservatorship 

is set on the 8th day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2026, at 
2:30 pm., in the Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama, 800 Forrest 
Avenue, Gadsden, Ala-
bama 35901. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

_____________
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR LETTERS OF 
GUARDIANSHIP AND 

PETITION FOR 
LETTERS OF 

CONSERVATORSHIP 

Notice to: Tara Spears, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 

You will take notice 
that a Petition for Let-
ters of Guardianship for 
the person of Betty M. 
Payne and a Petition 
for Letters of Conserva-
torship over the estate 
of Betty M. Payne was 
filed by Gadsden Re-
gional Medical Center 
on the 7TH day of AU-
GUST 2026. 

A hearing on the Petition 
for Letters of Guardian-
ship and Petition for Let-
ters of Conservatorship 
is set on the 14th day 
of SEPTEMBER, 2026, 
at 2:00 P.m., in the Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama, 800 
Forrest Avenue, Gads-
den, Alabama 35901. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, and 28, 
2026

_______________
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR LETTERS OF 
GUARDIANSHIP AND 

PETITION FOR 
LETTERS OF 

CONSERVATORSHIP 

Notice to: Don Kinard, 
whose whereabouts are 
unknown 

You will take notice that 
a Petition for Letters of 
Guardianship for the 
person of Don W. Ki-
nard, and a Petition for 
Letters of Conservator-
ship over the estate of 
Don W. Kinard, was filed 
by Gadsden Regional 
Medical Center on the 
18th day of AUGUST 
2026. 

A hearing on the Petition 
for Letters of Guardian-
ship and Petition for Let-
ters of Conservatorship 
is set on the 28th day 
of SEPTEMBER, 2026, 
at 2:00 p.m., in the Pro-
bate Court of Etowah 
County, Alabama, 800 
Forrest Avenue, Gads-
den, Alabama 35901. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

____________
NOTICE OF 
COMPLAINT 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

Elite Real Estate Man-
agement 2, LLC,    
Plaintiff     
v.        
Justin Jacobs,  De-
fendant     CV - 2026 - 
900173  

Defendant Justin Jacobs 
and any persons claim-
ing any present, future, 
contingent, remainder, 
reversion, possessory, 
or other interest in the 
lands described below 
must answer Plaintiff’s 
Complaint filed in the 
above referenced court 
and case number with-
in thirty (30) days of 
the completion of the 
newspaper publication 
or thereafter a judg-
ment of default may be 
rendered against you in 
the above-styled case. 
The subject property is 
described as follows: 
Lots 3 and 4, as shown 
on the map of the Rear-
rangement of Block “B”, 
Southmont Addition, 
Attalla, Alabama, as re-
corded in Plat Book “H”, 
Page 83, in the Etowah 
County Probate Office.  
The address of the 
subject property is 506 
Green Street SE, Attal-
la, AL 35954. 

Done the 3rd day of Au-
gust, 2026. 

/s/Jason Knowles
Jason Knowles
Attorney for Plaintiff 
Knowles & Sullivan, 
LLC 
413 Broad Street 
Gadsden, AL 35901 
jason@kkslawgroup.
com

August 7, 14, 21, and 
28, 2026

______________
NOTICE OF 
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA

CV-2025-900531
John d. Bailey, plaintiff,

www.gadsdenmessenger.com August 21, 2026/B3
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Vs.		
Lissa Maddox, Mac 
Smith, Tami Rains, Chris 
Smith, Gary Smith, and 
Michael Smith, includ-
ing any heirs or devi-
sees of the same and 
those whose address-
es are unknown and 
any and all unknown 
parties, including any 
persons claiming any 
present interest therein 
and including any per-
son claiming any future, 
contingent, reversion-
ary, remainder, or other 
interest therein, who 
may claim any interest 
in the above described 
property, defendants. 

The defendants, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known, and any other 
persons claiming any 
present, future, contin-
gent, remainder, rever-
sion, or other interest 
in the lands described 
below, must answer 
plaintiffs’ complaint filed 
in the above referenced 
court and case num-
ber within thirty (30) 
days of the completion 
of the publication or 
thereafter a judgment 
of default may be ren-
dered against you in the 
above-styled case.

The subject property is 
described as follows:
A parcel of land de-
scribed as  Follows:
	
Parcel one:	
For a point of begin-
ning: commence at the 
southwest corner of lot 
number one (1), Carl-
isle acres subdivision, 
according to the map or 
plat thereof, recorded 
in plat book k, page 49, 
probate office, Etowah 
county, Alabama; 
thence run north 85 
degrees 04 minutes 06 
seconds west a distance 
of 39.59 feet (plat), 
39.81 feet (field) to a 
point, thence run south 
05 degrees 12 minutes 
06 seconds east a dis-
tance of 81.91 feet to 
the point of beginning; 
thence run south 75 	
degrees 31 minutes 54 
seconds west a dis-
tance of 129.20 feet to 
a point; thence run north 
20 degrees 48 minutes 
06 seconds west a dis-
tance of 103.96 feet to a 
point; thence run south 
77 degrees 30 min-
utes 54  seconds west 
a distance of 183.34 
feet to a point; thence 
run south07 degrees 
54 minutes 54 sec-
onds west a distance 
of 133.75  feet to a 
point; thence run north 
88 degrees 48 minutes 
56 seconds east a dis-
tance of 368.59 feet to 
a point; thence run north 
05 degrees11 minutes 
34 seconds west a dis-
tance of 100.00 feet to 
the point of beginning, 
said tract embracing a 
portion of the northeast 
quarter (ne 1/4) of the 
southwest quarter (SW 
1/4), section 3, township 
11 south, range 5 east 
of the Huntsville merid-
ian, Etowah county, Al-
abama, containing 1.00 
acre, more or less.		
	
Parcel two:  	
Five (5) acres in a 
square in the NW corner 
of the ne ¼ of the SW 
¼ of section 3, town-
ship 11 south, range 5 
east,  lying and being 
in Etowah County, Ala-
bama, together with all 
improvements located 
thereon. Less  and  ex-
cept  those  portions  
conveyed  to  Michael  
Kevin  nix  by  deed  re-
corded  in d-1998-0225; 
save and except those 
portions conveyed to the 
exchange bank of Ala-
bama by deed record-
ed in d-2001-2176; and 
save and except those 
portions conveyed to 
Lissa  Maddox by deeds 
recorded in d-2001-
4039 and d-2001-4040, 
said descriptions  em-
bracing a portion of the 
ne ¼ of the SW ¼ in 
section 3, township 11 
south, range 5 east.

Done the 5th day of Au-
gust, 2026
.
/S/Sonny J. Steen
Circuit judge

Joshua b. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan, 
LLC
413 broad street
Gadsden, al 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 7, 14, 21, and 
28, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF

 COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY ALABAMA

CV-2026-900334.00

ERIC McGEE,
 PLAINTIFF
v.				 
KAREN SOFIA HEF-
NER HORDESKI, 
RICKY VAN HEFNER, 
RICHARD, LEE HEF-
NER and SHERI LYNN 
HEFNER, WILLARD 
HEFNER, KAREN HEF-

NER, KEN JAMIESON, 
MARY JAMIESON, et 
al,
DEFENDANTS. 

The Defendants, whose 
whereabouts are un-
known, and any other 
persons claiming any 
present, future, contin-
gent, remainder, rever-
sion, or other interest 
in the lands described 
below, must answer 
Plaintiff’s Complaint 
filed in the above refer-
enced court and case 
number within thirty (30) 
days of the completion 
of the publication or 
thereafter a judgment 
of default may be ren-
dered against you in the 
above-styled case.

The subject property is 
described as follows:
A PARCEL OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:		
	
A parcel of land in the 
west half of the south-
west quarter of Section 
Twenty-Two (22), Town-
ship Ten (10), Range 
Five (5) East, more 
particularly described 
as follows: for a point 
of beginning, where 
the branch from the old 
Rogers Spring on Cox 
Gap Road, crosses the 
north boundary, thence 
southwest down the 
branch 233 yards to our 
west boundary thence 
south along the Saw-
mill Hollow branch 130 
yards, thence east 120 
yards, thence north 175 
yards to the point of be-
ginning.
Done the 5th day of Au-
gust, 2026.

/s/SONNY J. STEEN
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Joshua B. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan, 
LLC
413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 7, 14, 21, and 
28, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY ALABAMA

CV-2026-900377

CODY DANNA, PLAIN-
TIFF,
v.				 
			 
DAN E. HUMPHREY, et 
al, DEFENDANTS. 

The Defendant, Dan E. 
Humphrey including any 
heirs or devices of the 
same, whose where-
abouts are unknown, 
and any other persons 
claiming any present, 
future, contingent, re-
mainder, reversion, or 
other interest in the 
lands described below, 
must answer Plaintiff’s 
Complaint filed in the 
above referenced court 
and case number with-
in thirty (30) days of the 
completion of the pub-
lication or thereafter a 
judgment of default may 
be rendered against 
you in the above-styled 
case.

The subject property is 
described as follows:	
		
Lot Number 11 in Block 
Number 1 in East River-
view Hills, according to 
the map or plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 
“H”, pages 30 and 31, 
Probate Office. Etowah 
County, Alabama.

Done the 17th day of 
August, 2026.

/s/GEORGE C. DAY, JR
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Joshua B. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan, 
LLC

413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 21, 28, Septem-
ber 4 and 11, 2026

____________
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE 

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 
CASE NO: 2026-00245 

STATE OF ALABAMA, 
EX REL JOHN R. 
COOPER, DIRECTOR 
OF THE ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION, 
Petitioner, 
V. 
RICHARD WOODS 
AS SUCCESSOR TO 
GEORGE L. WOODS; 
BECKY NORDGREN, 
as the ETOWAH COUN-
TY TAX ASSESSOR; 
CITY OF GADSDEN, 
Defendants. 

NOTICE TO: JAMES 
WOODS, DERRICK 
WOODS, RICHARD 
WOODS, JOSEPH 
WOODS AND ANY 
UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
CLAIMANTS, OR IN-
TERESTED PARTIES 
CLAIMING RIGHT, TI-

TLE, ESTATE, LIEN, 
OR INTEREST 
ADDRESS: UNKNOWN 
You are hereby notified 
the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
by and through their 
attorney, John Porter, 
III., Esquire has filed 
a complaint in writing 
seeking to condemn 
for the ususes and pur-
poses set forth in said 
complaint that certain 
real property located in 
the county of Etowah, 
State of Alabama, and 
described as follows: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
A part of NW 4 of the 
SW 4 of Section 10, 
Township 12-5, Range 
6-E, identified as Tract 
No. 49 on Project No. 
RACR-028-759-002 in 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama and being more 
fully described as fol-
lows: 

Parcel 1 of 1: 
Commencing at the in-
tersection of the present 
east R/W line of Stroud 
Ave and the present 
south R/W line of 10th 
Street N; thence south-
easterly and along said 
present R/W line a dis-
tance of 127 feet, more 
or less, to a point on the 
acquired R/W line (said 
point offset 120’ LT and 
perpendicular to center-
line of project at station 
101+55.87), which is the 
point of BEGINNING; 
thence S 63°58′30′′ E 
and along the acquired 
R/W line a distance of 
294.13 feet to a point on 
the acquired R/W line 
(said point offset 120’ 
LT and perpendicular 
to centerline of project 
at station 104+50.00); 
thence S 52°19′17′′ E 
and along the acquired 
R/W line a distance of 
99.04 feet to a point on 
the acquired R/W line 
(said point offset 100’ 
LT and perpendicular to 
centerline of project at 
PT station 105+47.00); 
thence following the 
curvature thereof an arc 
distance of 456.55 feet 
and along the acquired 
R/W line to a point on 
the present west R/W 
line of Alabama and Ten-
nessee River Railroad 
(said point also on the 
acquired R/W line (said 
point offset 100’ LT and 
perpendicular to cen-
terline of project at PT 
station 110+46.42) (said 
arc having a chord bear-
ing of S 75°19′27′′ E, a _
counterclockwise direc-
tion, a chord distance of 
465.55 feet and a radius 
of 1160.00 feet); thence 
S 47°10′34′′ E and along 
said present R/W line a 
distance of 28.83 feet to 
a point on the present 
north R/W line of De-
catur Street; thence S 
89°24’54” W and along 
said present R/W line 
a distance of 504.22 
feet to a point on the 
present east R/W line 
of Stroud Ave; thence N 
38°53’13” W and along 
said present R/W line a 
distance of 203.60 feet 
to a point on said pres-
ent R/W line; thence N 
45°19’33” W and along 
said present R/W line a 
distance of 243.96 feet 
to the point and place of 
BEGINNING, containing 
1.41 acre(s), more or 
less. 
Please be advised that 
you have thirty (30) 
days of the date of the 
last publication to file 
an answer or other re-
sponse with the Clerk 
of the Probate Court 
of Etowah County, Al-
abama, P.O. Box 187, 
Gadsden, AL 35902 
and the attorney for the 
plaintiff, John Porter, III, 
Esq., 123 Laurel Street, 
Scottsboro, AL 35768. 

You are further notified 
that the hearing of said 
complaint has been set 
by this court for Septem-
ber 15, 2026 at 10:00 
a.m., at which time you 
may appear and answer 
said complaint or file ob-
jections thereto if you so 
desire. 

If the application to 
condemn is granted by 
the Court, a Commis-
sioners’ hearing will be 
scheduled within 30 
days thereafter to de-
termine damages which 
may be due to the de-
fendants. For informa-
tion on the date and 
time of such hearing, 
please contact the Pro-
bate Court during reg-
ular business hours at 
256-549-5333. 
This the 22nd day of Ju-
ly2026. 

Soctt W. Hassell
JUDGE OF PROBATE 

July 31, August 7, 14, 
and 21, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 

PENDENCY SUIT

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF ETOWAH 
COUNTY

Civil Action No. 31-CV-
2026900181.00

JOE WISE and PATRI-

CIA WISE, Plaintiffs,

A PARCEL OF LAND IN 
ETOWAH COUNTY, AL-
ABAMA

And the Estate of Nor-
ma Jean Rhodes, de-
ceased, and all Fic-
titious Defendants 
claiming any present, 
future, contingent, re-
mainder, reversion, or 
other interest in said 
lands, or if any Defen-
dant is deceased, such 
a Defendant’s heirs or 
devises shall be made 
parties in their stead.
In the Circuit Court of 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, there is pending 
in Case Number CV-
2026900181.00, a ver-
ified Bill of Complaint 
filed by the Plaintiffs, 
Joe Wise and Patricia 
Wise, on the 27th day 
of March, 2026, against 
the below-described 
lands, lying in Etowah 
County, Alabama, and 
against the Estate of 
Norma Jean Rhodes, 
deceased; and any and 
all persons claiming any 
title to, interest in, lien 
or encumbrance on said 
lands and to clear up all 
doubts or disputes con-
cerning the same. Plain-
tiffs claim to own all of 
said land in fee simple 
absolute, free of all liens 
and encumbrances. The 
subject property is de-
scribed as follows:

Parcel #1:
The East Quarter (maps 
as east 1⁄2) of the North-
west Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter (E1⁄4 
of NW1⁄4 of SE1⁄4) in 
section Nineteen (19), 
Township Eleven (11) 
South, Range Five (5) 
East of Huntsville Me-
ridian in Etowah County, 
Alabama.

Parcel #2:
To reach the point of 
beginning, begin at the 
northwest corner of the 
Northeast Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter, Sec-
tion 19, Township 11, 
Range 5 East of
Huntsville Meridian and 
run south and along the 
west line of said for-
ty 525 feet to a point, 
which said point is the 
point of beginning to 
describe the property 
herein conveyed; and 
from said point of be-
ginning run south and 
along the west line of-
said forty 551.25 feet 
to a point; thence run 
east and parallel with 
the north line of said 
forty 400 feet to a point; 
thence run north and 
parallel with the west 
line of said forty 551.25 
feet to a point; thence 
run west and parallel 
with the north line of 
said forty 400 feet to 
the point of beginning; 
and being a part of the 
Northeast Quarter of 
the Southeast Quar-
ter (NE1⁄4 of SE1⁄4), in 
Section Nineteen (19), 
Township Eleven (11) 
South, Range Five (5) 
East of Huntsville Me-
ridian, and lying and 
being in Etowah County, 
Alabama.

All persons having an 
interest in said lands 
or any portion thereof, 
claiming any title there-
to or any encumbrance 
thereon, are hereby di-
rected to plead, answer, 
demur or otherwise 
respond to the Com-
plaint on or September 
21, 2026; or else suffer 
judgment by default to 
be rendered against 
them; it being intended 
that this notice shall be 
used to perfect service 
against all parties who 
cannot be personally 
served with a copy of 
the Complaint. Your re-
sponse must be tiled 
with the Circuit Clerk, 
Cassandra “Saro” John-
son, Etowah county 
Courthouse, 801 For-
rest Ave. #202. Gads-
den. AL 35901.
Done this 15th day MAY 
2026

CASSANDRA JOHN-
SON
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama

Counsel for Plaintiff:
Jessica Guthrie-Hudson
Palisades Title & Land, 
LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
204 3rd St, N.
Oneonta, AL 35121
205-706-6942

July 31, August 7, 14, 
and 21, 2026

______________
NOTICE OF PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME 
OF MINOR 

Notice to: Jessica San-
dlin 
whose address is un-
known 

You will take notice that 
a Petition to Change 
Name of Minor regard-
ing a female child born 
to Jessica Sandlin 
Ball on September 22, 
2010, was filed on the 
29th day of July, 2026. 
The Petition is set to 

be heard on 6th day of 
October, 2026, at 2:30 
p.m., in the Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama, 800 Forrest 
Avenue, Gadsden, Al-
abama 35901. Please 
be advised that you are 
required to answer this 
petition within thirty (30) 
days after the last pub-
lication of this notice. 
Your answer to this pe-
tition is to be filed with 
the Clerk of the Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama, 800 Forrest 
Avenue, Gadsden, Ala-
bama 35901. 

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 14, 21, 28, and 
September 4, 2026

____________
CITATION AND 

PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE, SUMMONS & 

PROCESS

JUVENILE COURT 
OF FLOYD COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

To:  Ethan Cresie, Sr. 
and Matthew Hand, the 
fathers, and any other 
unknown person claim-
ing a parental interest

Last Known addresses:  
Ethan Cresiek, Sr.: 3314 
Madison Avenue, Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama 35904 
Matthew Hand, 360 
Sequoyah Drive, Unit 
B, Chatsworth, Murray 
County, Georgia 30705
In the Interest of:	 E . 
C., JR.	 N. V.
Date(s) of 
Birth:  	 08/24/2019	
10/09/2014
File No:  2600368 & 
2600369 

This notice and sum-
mons are published pur-
suant to an Order of the 
Court for service by pub-
lication dated the 10th 
day of August 2026, and 
in accordance with the 
applicable provisions of 
O.C.G.A. 9-11-4, 9-11-
5, 15-11-163, 29-2-15 
and 17  et. seq. , to no-
tify you that a Petition 
for Permanent Guard-
ianship to the above-
named children in the 
above-styled matter 
was filed with this Court 
on the 22nd day of June 
2026.  The basis for 
this filing includes, but 
is not limited to, your 
abandonment of your 
children and your failure 
to provide child support 
for the children.  You are 
entitled to object either 
to the establishment 
of a permanent guard-
ianship or to the selec-
tion of the petitioner as 
permanent guardian, 
or both.  Any objection 
must be filed in writing 
within fourteen days of 
the second publication 
of this notice.
The individuals seek-
ing the guardianship 
are Jonna and Jimmy 
Vasser, maternal grand-
parents.  You will lose 
all rights to object to the 
appointment of a per-
manent guardian if you 
fail to file a petition to le-
gitimate the minor within 
30 days of the hearing 
on your objection to the 
guardianship.
Now Therefore, you, the 
party or parties  named 
above, are command-
ed to lay all other busi-
ness aside and to be 
and appear before the 
Juvenile Court of Floyd 
County, Georgia located 
at the Juvenile Court of 
Floyd County, Georgia 
at  #3 Government Pla-
za, Rome, Georgia on 
the 5th day of October, 
2026 at 9:00 o’clock 
a.m.,  and to remain in 
attendance of the Court  
from  hour to hour, day 
to day, month to month, 
year to year and time to 
time  until discharged by 
the Court and you  are 
hereby commanded to 
be and appear with the 
aforesaid children in 
said court at the time 
and place identified 
herein to make defense 
thereto and to show 
cause why the said 
children  and all parties 
named herein should 
not be dealt with accord-
ing to the provisions of 
law.  Failure to appear 
as directed may cause 
you to be held in con-
tempt of court and pun-
ished accordingly.  A co-
py of the petition may be 
obtained in the Office of 
the Clerk of the Juvenile 
Court of Floyd County, 
Georgia at the Floyd 
County Courthouse, 
#3 Government Plaza, 
Suite 202, Rome, GA 
30161 during business 
hours or from counsel 
for the petitioner, to-wit: 
William O’Dell, Esq., J. 
Brent O’Dell, Esq., Kelli 
J. Freeman, Esq., Spe-
cial Assistant Attorneys 
General, P.O. Box  65, 
Rome, GA 30162-0065.
If you are a putative/bi-
ological father, you are 
hereby noticed that If 
you have any objection 
to the granting of this 
petition, you  must: 	
(1) file a written  objec-
tion  setting  forth  the 
grounds of any such 

objection with this Court 
within 14 days of the 
date        you are per-
sonally served; the date 
that notice was mailed 
to you; or the day  fol-
lowing the date of the 
second publication of 
this citation, AND you 
must …..
(2) file a petition to legit-
imate the minor within 
30 days of the hearing 
on your objection.  If 
you fail to file a petition 
for legitimation within 30 
days or your petition is 
dismissed for failure to 
prosecute, or if an order 
issues on your petition 
which does not name 
you as the father of the 
minor, you will have no 
further rights to receive 
notice or object to the 
appointment of a per-
manent guardian for the 
minor.  
You are required to be 
present at the formal 
hearing .  You are enti-
tled to counsel, and the 
Court will appoint coun-
sel  for you if you are 
unable, without undue 
financial hardship to 
employ your own coun-
sel.   If you ask for a law-
yer to be appointed to 
represent you, the Court 
will inquire into your fi-
nancial circumstances 
to determine if you qual-
ify for a Court appointed 
attorney.   If you desire 
to apply for counsel, you 
must do so immediately.  
Any answer or response 
to the Petition must be 
filed within the time pre-
scribed by the Georgia 
law and a copy of said 
answer or response 
served upon counsel for 
the Petitioner identified 
above.
  
Witness the HONOR-
ABLE STEVEN V. BEN-
NETT, JUDGE of the 
Juvenile Court of Floyd 
Coun-ty, GA

S/ Angela Chestnut
Clerk-Juvenile Court of 
Floyd County, GA

August 14 and 21, 2026
____________

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

The Water Works Board 
of Attalla will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Septem-
ber 1, 2026, from 5:00 
PM until 6:00 pm at the 
Attalla Water Board Of-
fice, 509 4th Street NW, 
Attalla, AL 35954 to dis-
cuss the submission of 
an application for the 
2026 Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) loan program 
through the Alabama 
Department of Environ-
mental Management 
(ADEM) and the Envi-
ronmental Information 
Document (EID) associ-
ated with the proposed 
project.  The hearing will 
address the proposed 
construction of a new 
clearwell at the Water 
Treatment Plant located 
at 1780 Highway 77, At-
talla, AL  35954.

A copy of the EID will be 
available for review at 
the Public Hearing.
Any person with a dis-
ability or communica-
tion impairment should 
contact the Water 
Works Board of Attal-
la at (256) 538-3322 if 
special accommodation 
is needed.  The Board 
will attempt to satisfy all 
reasonable requests.

August 7, 14, 21, and 
28, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING

The Attalla Board of 
Adjustments will hold 
a public hearing on 
Tuesday, September 8, 
2026 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of 
Attalla City Hall located 
at 612 4th Street NW, 
Attalla, AL 35954.  The 
following items will be 
considered:

A variance requested 
and filed by Rhonda 
Masters to use the prop-
erty at 410 4th Avenue 
NW, Attalla, AL 35954 
as a residential rental. 
The lot is zoned B-2 
(Central Business). The 
property was previous-
ly used as a residential 
dwelling.

A variance requested 
and filed by Ngoc Tran 
to increase the size that 
a sign can be on the 
property at 959 Gilbert 
Ferry Road, Attalla, AL 
35954.  The property 
is zoned H-C (Highway 
Commercial).

A variance requested 
and filed by Jimmie & 
Viginia Miller for a set-
back variance to add on 
to the house at 503 9th 
Avenue SW, Attalla, AL 
35954. The property is 
zoned R-3 (Multi-Family 
Residential). 

Mandy Cash
City Clerk

August 21 and 28, 2026
_____________

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

ITB No. 2026-01

Etowah County Emer-
gency Communications 
District
4610 Airport Rd.
Gadsden, AL 35904

Etowah County Emer-
gency Communications 
District is issuing an In-
vitation to Bid(ITB) to in-
terested qualified com-
panies for a Grounding 
and Electrical Improve-
ment Project. A manda-
tory prebid conference 
will be held on August 
18th, 2026 at 11:00 
AM Central Time at the 
Etowah County 911 
center located at the ad-
dress above.

Sealed proposals will 
be received on Septem-
ber 1st, 2026 until 2:00 
PM Central Time at the 
above address, at which 
time there will be a pub-
lic bid opening.

Award will be made 
only to competent and 
responsible bidders as 
mandated by Title 39 
of the Code of Alabama 
who have the experi-
ence and other qual-
ifications as set forth 
in the bid documents. 
Prequalification is not 
required.

Proposal documents 
may be requested at the 
above address during 
regular business hours 
or by emailing your re-
quest to lee.moore@
911consult.com. 

Etowah County Emer-
gency Communications 
District reserves the 
right to reject any/or all 
proposals, waive any 
informality in the pro-
posals received, and 
to accept any proposal 
which, in its opinion may 
be in the best interest of 
Etowah County Emer-
gency Communications 
District.

August 7, 14, and 21, 
2026

_____________
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BID

Owner: The Water 
Works & Sewer Board 
of the City of Gadsden
Locality: Gadsden, Ala-
bama
Engineer: Three Notch 
Group, Inc.

The Water Works & 
Sewer Board of the City 
of Gadsden (Owner) is 
requesting Bids for the 
construction of the fol-
lowing Project:

Interstate 759 Utility Re-
location
ALDOT Project No. 
RACR-028-759-002-PE

A mandatory Pre-Bid 
Meeting will be held at 
the offices of The Water 
Works & Sewer Board 
of the City of Gadsden 
located at 515 Albert 
Rains Boulevard, on 
September 2, 2026, at 
1:00 PM local time. Bids 
will only be accepted 
from bidders who attend 
the meeting.

Bids for the construc-
tion of the Project will 
be received in person 
from properly licensed 
contractors at the offic-
es located at 515 Albert 
Rains Boulevard Gads-
den, Alabama 35901 
until September 9, 2026, 
at 1:00 PM local time. At 
that time the Bids re-
ceived will be publicly 
opened and read.

The Project includes the 
following Work: 

The project consists of 
relocation of approxi-
mately 7,380 feet of wa-
ter main, 7,200 feet of 
gravity sewer, 55 man-
holes, and associated 
appurtenances to ac-
count for the extension 
of Interstate 759.

The Owner requires the 
Project to be Substan-
tially Completed within 
365 calendar days after 
the date when the Con-
tract Time commences 
to run, and completed 
and ready for final pay-
ment within 395 calen-
dar days after the date 
when the Contract Time 
commences to run.

Copies of the Bidding 
Documents may be ob-
tained from the Issuing 
Agent, Three Notch 
Group, Inc (Louie Arvelo 
- louie.arvelo@3notch.
com). Printed cop-
ies are available for a 
non-refundable fee in 
the amount of $200.00 
per set. Copies in .pdf 
format are available via 
email at no cost to the 
bidder.

Bidding documents are 
on file for examination 
by prospective bidders 
at 515 Albert Rains 
Boulevard Gadsden, 
Alabama 35901 during 
normal business hours.

Partial sets of Bidding 
Documents will not be 
issued. Neither Own-
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er nor Engineer will be 
responsible for full or 
partial sets of Bidding 
Documents, including 
addenda, if any, ob-
tained from sources 
other than the Issuing 
Agent. 

The attention of bidders 
is called to the provi-
sions of State Law Gov-
erning General Contrac-
tors, as set forth in Title 
34, Chapter 8, Article 
1, Code of Alabama of 
1975, as amended; and 
the provisions of said 
law shall govern bidders 
insofar as applicable.  
The above-mentioned 
provisions of the Code 
make it illegal for the 
Owner to consider a bid 
from anyone who is not 
properly licensed under 
such code provisions.  
In addition, bidders must 
carry the MU classifica-
tion as listed in the lat-
est edition of the Roster 
of the State Licensing 
Board for General Con-
tractors, Montgomery, 
Alabama.  The Owner 
will not consider any 
bid unless the bidder 
produces evidence that 
they are so licensed.  
All nonresident contrac-
tors preparing bids shall 
submit with their bid ev-
idence of proper regis-
tration with the Alabama 
Secretary of State as a 
foreign corporation, and 
a Certificate of Good 
Standing as a Foreign 
Corporation from the 
State of Alabama De-
partment of Revenue.

The attention of non-
resident bidders is 
called to the provisions 
of Alabama Law, Title 
39, Chapter 3, Code 
of Alabama 1975, as 
amended, whereby 
In the letting of public 
contracts in which any 
state, county, or munic-
ipal funds are utilized, 
except those contracts 
funded in whole or in 
part with funds received 
from a federal agen-
cy, preference shall be 
given to resident con-
tractors, and a nonres-
ident bidder domiciled 
in a state having laws 
granting preference to 
local contractors shall 
be awarded Alabama 
public contracts only on 
the same basis as the 
nonresident bidder’s 
state awards contracts 
to Alabama contractors 
bidding under similar 
circumstances; resident 
contractors in Alabama, 
are to be granted prefer-
ence over nonresidents 
in awarding of contracts 
in the same manner and 
to the same extent as 
provided by the laws of 
the state of domicile of 
the nonresident.

Issued by:
Owner:   The Water 
Works & Sewer Board 
of the City of Gadsden
By:           Chad Hare
Title:       General Man-
ager

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

_____________
NOTICE OF 
PROPOSED 

VACATION OF
 NANCY AVENUE

A petition has been re-
ceived by the City of 
Gadsden for the va-
cation of  Nancy Ave-
nue, described as fol-
lows:	
Tract #1: Begin at an 
existing 1” pipe at the 
Southwest corner of 
Lot #8, in Block “16”, of 
Clayton Subdivision, as 
recorded in Plat Book 
“D”, Pages 70 & 71, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama, and 
point being at the inter-
section with the North-
erly R/W of Nancy Av-
enue (50’ R/W) and the 
Easterly R/W of Perry 
Street (50’ R/W), and 
run S02°01’41 “E, along 
said Perry Street East-
erly R/W, 25.06 feet 
to a point; thence run 
S87°56’22”E, leaving 
said R/W, 300.09 feet to 
a point at the intersec-
tion with the Westerly 
R/W of Wilson Drive 
(50’ R/W); thence run 
N02°01’41”W, along 
said Westerly R/W, 
25.06 feet to an exist-
ing¾” pipe; thence run 
N87°56’22”W, leaving 
said Westerly R/W , 
300.09 feet to the point 
of beginning. Said prop-
erty being a portion 
of the annulled Nancy 
Avenue, lying between 
Block “16” on the North, 
and Block “17” on the 
South, Clayton Subdi-
vision, Etowah County, 
Alabama and contains 
0.17 acre (more or less).

Tract #2: Commence at 
an existing 1” pipe at 
the Southwest corner of 
Lot #8, in Block “16”, of 
Clayton Subdivision, as 
recorded in Pl at Book 
“D”, Pages 70 & 71, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama, said 
point being at the inter-
section with the North-
erly R/W of Nancy Av-
enue (50’ R/W) and the 
Easterly R/W of Perry 

Street (50’ R/W), and 
run S02°01’41”E, along 
said Perry Street East-
erly R/W, 25.06 feet to 
the point of beginning 
of the property de-
scribed herein; thence 
run S87°56’22”E, leav-
ing said R/W, 300.09 
feet to a point at the 
intersection with the 
Westerly R/W of Wil-
son Drive (50’ R/W); 
thence run S02°01’41 
“E, along said West-
erly R/W, 25.06 feet 
to a point; thence run 
N87°56’22”W, leaving 
said R/W, 300.09 feet 
to a point on said Per-
ry Street Easterly R/W; 
thence run N02°01’41 
“W, along said Easterly 
R/W, 25.06 feet to the 
point of beginning. Said 
property being a portion 
of the annulled Nancy 
Avenue, lying between 
Block “16” on the North, 
and Block “17” on the 
South, Clayton Subdi-
vision, Etowah County, 
Alabama, and contains 
.017 acre (more or less).

A resolution granting 
assent to this vaca-
tion will be considered 
by the City Council at 
its meeting on Tues-
day, September 15, 
2026 at 10:00 a.m., in 
the Council Chambers 
at City Hall, 90 Broad 
Street.  Objections to 
the passage of the res-
olution will be heard at 
that time.  A map of the 
proposed vacation will 
be available for public 
inspection during reg-
ular business hours in 
the Engineering Depart-
ment, third floor, Room 
302, City Hall.
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk 

August 7, 14, 21, and 
28, 2026

_____________
LEGAL NOTICE

 
The Attalla Housing Au-
thority (AHA) is current-
ly developing a 5-year 
Plan, Annual Plan and 
Capital Fund Program 
for 2027. The 5-year 
plan describes the mis-
sion of this agency, the 
agency’s longrange 
goals and objectives for 
achieving its mission 
over the next five years. 
The Annual Plan pro-
vides details about the 
agency’s immediate op-
erations, modernization 
program, program par-
ticipants, programs and 
services. The Capital 
Fund Program outlines 
the properties physical 
needs for the upcoming 
year. The 5-year, Annual 
Plan and Capital Fund 
Program supporting 
documents are avail-
able for inspection by 
the public at 904 9th St 
S.W., Attalla, Al 35954, 
which is the main office 
of the AHA. The docu-
ments may be reviewed 
Monday-Thursday be-
tween the hours of 7:30 
am to 4:00 pm, which 
is the normal business 
hours of the AHA. The 
AHA is soliciting com-
ments on these plans 
and all comments must 
be submitted in writing, 
and comments will be 
accepted until 4:00 pm 
on Tuesday, October 
27, 2025. Also, there will 
be a Public Hearing held 
to review and discuss 
all mentioned plans at 
10:00 am, Thursday, 
October 29, 2025, at 
the AHA’s main office 
located at 904 9th St. 
S.W., Attalla, Al 35954. 
All comments and sug-
gestions concerning the 
AHA’s 5-year, Annual 
Plan and Capital Fund 
Program will be consid-
ered for inclusion into 
the plans of the AHA.

August 21, 28, and Sep-
tember 4, 2026

_____________
LEGAL ZONING

NOTICE

At a regular meeting 
of the City Council of 
Gadsden to be held in 
the Council Chamber 
at City Hall, First Floor, 
90 Broad Street, Gads-
den, Alabama on Tues-
day, September 8, 2026 
commencing at 10:00 
a.m., a public hearing 
will be held to consider 
the adoption of an ordi-
nance substantially as 
follows:

BE IT ORDAINED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, that the Official 
Zoning Map of the City 
of Gadsden adopted by 
Ordinance No. O-36-25, 
as amended, is here-
by further amended by 
Zoning classification 
district for the following 
described properties:

“A request to rezone 
the following described 
properties from TR, 
Traditional Residential 
District to HC, Highway 
Commercial. (Proper-
ty address being The 
Front Road Portion of  
1651 Highway 411). 7.2 
Acres 
 
TRACT 1 PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION

A part of section 35, 
township 11 south, 
range 6 east, Etowah 
county, Alabama, being 
more particularly de-
scribed as commencing 
at the southwest cor-
ner of the southwest 
1/4, of the northeast 
1/4, of said section 35, 
then N89°35’41”E a 
distance of 742.05 feet 
to a 5/8” rebar, then 
N00°41’43”W a dis-
tance of 521.73 feet to 
a 5/8” rebar with yellow 
cap stamped CDG, then 
N00°56’06”W a dis-
tance of 201.50 feet to 
an iron set (this iron and 
all other irons referred 
to as “set” are 1/2” re-
bar with a red plastic 
cap stamped Allen CA-
1005-LS), the point of 
beginning. Then from 
the point of beginning 
N00°56’06”W a distance 
of 141.21 feet to an iron 
set on the south right-
of-way of U.S. highway 
411. Then along the 
south right-of-way of 
said U.S. Highway 411 
N58°14’21”E a distance 
of 496.66 feet to a 6” x 
6” concrete monument. 
Then continue along 
said south right-of-way 
along a curve to the 
right having a radius 
of 1814.86 feet, an arc 
length of 435.54 feet 
and a chord bearing and 
distance of N65°04’18”E 
434.50 feet to a busted 
6” x 6” concrete mon-
ument. Then continue 
along said south right-
of-way along a curve to 
the right having a radius 
of 1814.86 feet, an arc 
length of 27.46 feet and 
a chord bearing and dis-
tance of N72°25’38”E 
27.46 feet to an iron set 
on the south right-of-
way of an alley. Then 
leaving the south right-
of-way of said Highway 
411 and along the south 
right-of-way of an alley 
N89°55’28”E a distance 
of 86.89 feet to an iron 
set at the northwest cor-
ner of lot 1 of browning 
place subdivision as 
recorded in plat book I, 
page 92, probate office 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama. The along the 
west boundary of said 
browning place subdivi-
sion S00°28’02”E a dis-
tance of 213.72 feet to a 
1/2” steel rod. Then con-
tinue along said west 
boundary of brown-
ing place subdivision 
S89°04’37”E a distance 
of 39.54 feet to an iron 
set. Then continue along 
said west boundary of 
browning place subdi-
vision S00°44’46”E a 
distance of 100.00 feet 
to a 3/8” bent rebar. 
Then continue along 
said west boundary of 
browning place subdivi-
sion S00°55’51”E a dis-
tance of 35.70 feet to an 
iron set. Then leaving 
said west boundary of 
browning place subdivi-
sion S89°39’11”W a dis-
tance of 462.15 feet to 
an iron set. Then contin-
ue S89°39’11”W a dis-
tance of 50.00 feet to a 
point on the west right-
of-way of a future pro-
posed road. Then along 
said west right-of-way 
S00°20’49”W a distance 
of 250.00 feet to an 
iron set. Then leaving 
said west right-of-way 
N89°39’11”W a distance 
of 456.03 feet to the 
point of beginning and 
containing 6.23 acres 
more or less. According 
to a survey prepared by 
Allen Land Surveying 
dated 10-17-2025, proj-
ect number 25-116.
TRACT 2 PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION:
A part of section 35, 
township 11 south, 
range 6 east, Etowah 
County, Alabama, being 
more particularly de-
scribed as commencing 
at the southwest cor-
ner of the southwest 
1/4, of the northeast 
1/4, of said section 35, 
then N89°35’41”E a 
distance of 742.05 feet 
to a 5/8” rebar. Then 
N00°41’43”W a dis-
tance of 521.73 feet to 
a 5/8” rebar with yel-
low cap stamped CDG. 
Then N00°56’06”W a 
distance of 342.72 feet 
to an iron set (this iron 
and all other irons re-
ferred to as “set” are 
1/2” rebar with a red 
plastic cap stamped Al-
len CA-1005-LS) on the 
south right-of-way of 
U.S. Highway 411. Then 
leaving said south right-
of-way N00°56’06”W a 
distance of 227.39 feet 
to an iron set on the 
north right-of-way of 
said U.S Highway 411, 
the point of beginning. 
Then from the point 
of beginning, leaving 
said north right-of-way 
N00°56’06”W a distance 
of 146.99 feet to an iron 
set. Then N00°56’06”W 
a distance of 56.76 feet 
to an iron set. Then 
N89°19’57”E a distance 
of 322.09 feet to an iron 
set on the north right-of-
way of said U.S High-
way 411. Then along 
said north right-of-way 
S30°12’25”E a distance 
of 8.50 feet to a 6” x 6” 
busted concrete mon-
ument. Then continue 

along said north right-
of-way N58°13’07”W 
a distance of 379.99 
feet to the point of be-
ginning and containing 
0.79 acres more or less. 
According to a survey 
prepared by Allen Land 
Surveying dated 10-17-
2025, project number 
25-116.

Jenifer Smith, City Clerk

August 7 and 21, 2026.

_________
NOTICE OF 
PROPOSED 

VACATION OF 
MARGIE STREET

A petition has been 
received by the City 
of Gadsden for the 
vacation of  Margie 
Street, described as fol-
lows:	
A parcel of land that is 
described as beginning  
at northeast  corner  of 
Lot  I  of the James Neal 
Subdivision recorded in 
Plat Book “ I”, Page  I60  
as  filed  in  the  Probate  
Court  of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama; thence 
in a westerly direction 
118.32’ to the northwest 
corner of Lot I of said 
subdivision;  thence  
in  a southerly direc-
tion  along  the western  
boundary lines of Lots 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 
of said subdivision the 
distance of 919.65’  to  
the southwest corner 
of Lot 7 of said subdi-
vision;  thence  west 
5O.1’ to the southeast 
corner of Lot 8 of said 
subdivision; thence in a 
northerly direction along 
the  eastern boundary 
lines of Lots 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of 
said subdivision the dis-
tance of 9l8.17’; thence 
in an easterly direction 
approximately 50’ to 
the northwest corner of 
Lot 1, being the point of 
beginning. Said proper-
ty describing the area 
described as Margie 
Street as depicted on 
the James Neal Subdivi-
sion plat as recorded in 
Plat Book “I”, Page 160 
as filed in the Probate 
Court of Etowah County, 
Alabama.

A resolution granting 
assent to this vaca-
tion will be considered 
by the City Council at 
its meeting on Tues-
day, September 15, 
2026 at 10:00 a.m., in 
the Council Chambers 
at City Hall, 90 Broad 
Street.  Objections to 
the passage of the res-
olution will be heard at 
that time.  A map of the 
proposed vacation will 
be available for public 
inspection during reg-
ular business hours in 
the Engineering Depart-
ment, third floor, Room 
302, City Hall.
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk 

August 7,  14, 21, and 
28, 2026

____________
LEGAL NOTICE

The contents of the 
following units will be 
disposed of on Friday 
August 21, 2026 for 
charges past due: Kim 
Payne – Unit 104, 107, 
and 311

Briarmeade Village Mini 
Warehouses 
409 W. Main Street, 
Glencoe AL. 35905

August 14 and 21, 2026
____________

NOTICE OF SELF 
STORAGE SALE

Please take notice Re-
gional Warehousing & 
Mini Storage located at 
3525 Mountain View Dr 
Southside, AL 35907 
intends to hold a pub-
lic sale to the highest 
bidder of the property 
stored by tenants for 
default on their Storage 
Contracts. The sale will 
occur at the facility on 
9/01/2026 at 9:00AM. 
This sale may be with-
drawn at any time with-
out notice. Certain terms 
and conditions apply.

August 21, 2026 
____________

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that the contents of the 
following storage build-
ings will be Sold by Off 
Campus Storage on 
Friday August 21, 2026 
at 10:00 a.m. at 474 
George Wallace Drive, 
Gadsden, AL. 35903.

Zana Spears
Unit 149 and 150

Christopher Hodge
Unit 121

German Malone
Unit 125

Off Campus Storage 
474 Geroge Wallace 
Drive
Gadsden, AL. 35903

August 21 and 28, 
2026	

_____________
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC AUCTION OF 

ABANDONED 
VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE 
that Thacker Towing will 
offer for sale at public 
auction to the highest 
bidder for cash the fol-
lowing abandoned mo-
tor vehicles:

2020 Jeep Renegade  
VIN: ZAC-NJBB-
B0LPL70261, 

2018 Jeep Grand Cher-
okee  
VIN: 1C4RJFLG-
7JC405157, 

2021 Mazda CX-5  
VIN: JM3KFAD-
M2M0392857, 

2014 Honda Civic  
VIN: 19XFB2F5X-
EE031449. 

2012 Chev Suburban 
VIN: 1GNSKKE-
70CR219861, 

2007 Jeep Renegade 
VIN: 
1J4GA39107L129819.

The public auction will 
be held at Thacker Tow-
ing, 927 5th Ave NE, 
Attalla, AL 35954 on 
September 18, 2026. 
The Seller shall have 
a right to reject any bid 
that is unreasonably 
low. The seller express-
ly reserves the right to 
bid and purchase at the 
public auction.

August 14 and 21, 2026
____________

NOTICE OF VEHICLE 
POSSESSION

 
Notice is hereby given 
that the undersigned will 
proceed to take posses-
sion of the following de-
scribed abandoned ve-
hicle(s) on 09/21/2026 
at 9:00 a.m.

2011 Chevrolet Silvera-
do 1500
VIN: 
1GLRCTE02B2389487

A&J Towing LLC
4975 Hopper Road
Altoona, AL. 35952

August 14 and 21, 2026
_____________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
AUCTION OF 
ABANDONED 

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE 
that Thacker Towing will 
offer for sale at public 
auction to the highest 
bidder for cash the fol-
lowing abandoned mo-
tor vehicles: 
2012 Chevrolet Cruze 
1G1PF5SC5C7239825

2001 Ford Focus 
VIN: 1FAFP-
34P61W168423

2012 Honda Civic 
VIN: 19XFB-
2F53CE071787

2011 Hyundai Sonata 
VIN: 5NPEC4AC-
0BH047581

2004 Ford F-150 
VIN: 1FTRX-
12W04NC34903

2001 Yamaha Road 
Star 
VIN
JYAVP07E31A005123

The public auction will 
be held at Thacker Tow-
ing, 927 5th Ave NE, 
Attalla, AL 35954 on 
September 18, 2026. 
The Seller shall have 
a right to reject any bid 
that is unreasonably 
low. The seller express-
ly reserves the right to 
bid and purchase at the 
public auction.

August 14 and 21, 2026
____________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
AUCTION OF 
ABANDONED 

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE 
that the Kelton Wreck-
er LLC will offer for sale 
at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash 
the following aban-
doned motor vehicles:

2014 FORD EDGE
VIN: 2FMDK-
3JC5EBB23560
			                 
 2014 CHRYSLER 200
VIN: 1C3CCBA-
B8EN141378		
			 
2011 TOYOTA CAMRY 
VIN: 4T1BF3EK-
7BU733589		
		
The public auction 
will be held at Kelton 
Wrecker LLC located at 
1625 Forrest Ave Gads-
den AL 35901 at 8:00 
AM on 09/26/2026. The 
seller shall have a right 
to reject any bid that is 
unreasonably low and 
may postpone the pub-
lic auction until another 
time and place. In addi-
tion, the seller express-
ly reserves the right to 
bid and purchase at the 
public auction.

August 21 and 28, 2026
____________
RESOLUTION
 NO. R-504-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
Whereas, the Building 
Official has determined 
that a structure located 
at 
1707 COLORADO 
STREET (HOUSE) in 
District 1 in the City of 
Gadsden, more particu-
larly described as:
Lot Number Ten (10), in 
Block Number Twelve 
(12), in Glenwood Ad-
dition, according to map 
recorded in Plat Book 
“B”, Page 265, Probate 
Office, Etowah County, 
Alabama, and lying and 
being in Etowah County, 
Alabama.

Tax Parcel ID:  15-06-
14-4-000-087.000 
PPIN: 44645

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and

Whereas, as required 
by the City Code, notice 
of a public hearing has 
been given to LOUIS 
LEONARD and wife, 
JIMMIE B. LEONARD, 
1015 BROOKSIDE 
DRIVE, GADSDEN, AL-
ABAMA 35901, 1707 
COLORADO STREET, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35903. 
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as 
follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the structure constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of  
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing or repairing said 
structure and to give 
notice of this decision 
in accordance with the 
City Code.

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.  	  
                                  
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk   

August 21, 2026
_____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-505-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
Whereas, the Building 
Official has determined 
that a structure located 
at 
2218 RAILROAD AVE-
NUE in District 6 in the 
City of Gadsden, more 
particularly described 
as:

Lot Number Twenty (20) 
in Block Number Twen-
ty-Three (23) in the Al-
ford Second Addition to 
Alabama City, Alabama, 
according to the Plat 
thereof recorded in Plat 
Book “A”. Page 310, 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama and 
lying and being in Gads-
den, Etowah County, Al-
abama, together with all 
improvements located 
thereon and being one 
and the same property 
described in that cer-
tain deed recorded in 
Book 1118, Page 662, in 
the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Etowah 
County, Alabama. 

Tax Parcel ID:  15-03-
06-1-000-064.000 
PIN #: 37604
 
is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and

Whereas, as required 
by the City Code, notice 
of a public hearing has 
been given to TAMYA 
MOSTELLA, 2218 
RAILROAD AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35904.   
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as 
follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the structure constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the City Code and 
should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing or repairing said 
structure and to give 
notice of this decision 
in accordance with the 
City Code.

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
     	  
                                      
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk   

August 21, 2026
____________
RESOLUTION
 NO. R-506-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
Whereas, the Building 
Official has determined 
that a structure located 
at 
21 W. TUSCALOOSA 
AVENUE (HOUSE) in 
District 7 in the City of 

Gadsden, more particu-
larly described as:
Lots Thirty-five (35), 
Thirty-six (36) and Thir-
ty-seven (37) in Parcel 
One (1) as shown by 
the map of Cone Mills 
Corporation, Dwight Di-
vision, recorded I Plat 
Book “F”, Pages 51-65 
in the Probate Office 
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama.

Tax Parcel ID:  10-09-
31-3-000-160.000  
PPIN: 18576

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and

Whereas, as required 
by the City Code, no-
tice of a public hearing 
has been given to STE-
VEN CRAIG MAYO, 
21 W. TUSCALOOSA 
AVENUE, GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA 35904, 901 
PIEDMONT AVENUE,  
ATTALLA, AL 35954.  
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as 
follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the structure constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of  
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing or repairing said 
structure and to give 
notice of this decision 
in accordance with the 
City Code.

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
     	                                      
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk   

August 21, 2026
____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-507-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 406 NORTH 
HOOD AVENUE (Coun-
ty records list property 
address as 406 Hood 
Avenue North) in District 
2 in the City of Gads-
den, more particularly 
described as:

BET AT A PT IN THE 
NW LINE OF HOOD 
AVE WHICH 195’ N 
OF THE COR OF LYN-
WOOD & HOOD AVE 
TH NW 113’ 120’(S) TO 
A PT TH NE 50’ TO A PT 
TH SE 112’ 116’(S) TO 
A PT IN THE NW LINE 
OF HOOD ST TH SW 
50 TO POB 3-12-6

Tax ID#: 15-02-03-3-
000-012.000
PIN# 32787

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinances, 
notice of a public hear-
ing has been given to 
ZACKARY H. BROCK, 
406 NORTH HOOD 
AVENUE, GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA 35903-1031, 
ANN SMITH, 406 N 
HOOD AVE,  GADS-
DEN, AL 359031031
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk        

August 21, 2026               
_____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-508-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
Whereas, the Building 
Official has determined 
that a structure located 
at 
1129 BRETWOOD 
DRIVE (COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING) in District 3 
in the City of Gadsden, 
more particularly de-
scribed as:
Parcel One: Lot 12 and 
Lot 13, Block H in the 
Highland Park Addi-
tion according to the 
map thereof, recorded 
in Plat Book “B”, Page 
164, Probate Office of 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama, situated in City 
of Gadsden, Etowah 
County, Alabama. 

Parcel Two: Lot 13, 
Block H in the Highland 
Park Addition accord-
ing to the map thereof, 
recorded in Plat Book 
“B”, Page 164, Probate 
Office of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, situated 
in City of Gadsden, 
Etowah County, Ala-
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bama. 

Tax Parcel No: 10-09-
32-4-000-084.000
PIN: 19786    
    
Tax Parcel No: 10-09-
32-4-000-083.000
PIN: 19785    
 
is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and

Whereas, as required 
by the City Code, notice 
of a public hearing has 
been given to MICHAEL 
STALLWORTH, 740 
WOOD VALLEY RD SW, 
MABLETON, GA 30126, 
1129 BRETWOOD 
DRIVE, GADSDEN, AL 
35901.           	        
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as 
follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the structure constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of  
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing or repairing said 
structure and to give 
notice of this decision 
in accordance with the 
City Code.

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.

Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk    

August 21, 2026
___________
RESOLUTION
 NO. R-509-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
Whereas, the Building 
Official has determined 
that a structure located 
at 
1324 STILLMAN AV-
ENUE (HOUSE) in 
District 2 in the City of 
Gadsden, more particu-
larly described as:
Lot 7 Block 12, in the 
Goodyear Highlands 
Rearrangement in Plat 
Book C, Page 293, Sec-
tion 11, Township 12 
South, Range 6 East, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, Alabama. 

Tax Parcel ID:  15-01-
11-3-000-323.000
PIN #: 31409
 
is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and

Whereas, as required 
by the City Code, no-
tice of a public hearing 
has been given to COR-
NELL D. GERMAN, 
JR. & PAULETTE R. 
CORDES, 1384 WHITE 
DRIVE, CHARLES-
TON, SOUTH CARO-
LINA 29407, BESSIE 
HERRICK, ADDRESS 
UNKNOWN, 1324 
STILLMAN AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35903.       
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as 
follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the structure constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of  
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing or repairing said 
structure and to give 
notice of this decision 
in accordance with the 
City Code.

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.

Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk    

August 21, 2026
___________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-510-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
Whereas, the Building 
Official has determined 
that a structure located 
at 
1311 STROUD AVE-
NUE (HOUSE) in Dis-
trict 2 in the City of 
Gadsden, more particu-
larly described as:
Lots Number Twen-
ty-seven (27) and Twen-
ty-eight (28), in Block 
“B”, 1st Subdivision to 
East Gadsden, accord-
ing to the map or plat 
thereof, recorded in 
Plat Book “B”, Page 84, 
Probate Office, Etowah 
County, lying and being 
in East Gadsden, Ala-
bama. 

Tax Parcel ID:  15-01-
11-3-000-490.000
PIN #: 31353

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and

Whereas, as required 
by the City Code, no-
tice of a public hearing 
has been given to MIA 
BEATRICE ANDER-
SON, 1100 JACKSON-
VILLE COURT, APT 

D, GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA 35901, 1344 
STILLMAN AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35903, F&L PROPER-
TIES LLC, 	 1824 
APPALACHIAN HWY, 
GADSDEN, AL 35903 
OCCUPANT - 1311 
STROUD AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35903, JUSTIN CHAT-
TAM – 1100 JACK-
SONVILLE COURT, 
APT D, GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA 35901, 1344 
STILLMAN AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35903, 1311 STROUD 
AVENUE, GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA 35903. CLIF-
TON JEROME SIMP-
SON – 1100 JACKSON-
VILLE COURT, APT D, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35901, 1344 STILLMAN 
AVENUE, GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA 35903, 1311 
STROUD AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35903.  SUBJECT TO 
A MORTGAGE IN FA-
VOR OF COMMUNI-
TY CREDIT UNION 
(WINSOUTH CREDIT 
UNION), 110 S 26th ST. 
GADSDEN, AL 35904.             
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as 
follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the structure constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of  
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing or repairing said 
structure and to give 
notice of this decision 
in accordance with the 
City Code.

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.

Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk   

August 21, 2026
_____________
RESOLUTION
 NO. R-511-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
Whereas, the Building 
Official has determined 
that a structure located 
at 
3612 WESTERN AV-
ENUE (HOUSE) in 
District 6 in the City of 
Gadsden, more particu-
larly described as:

Lot Numbers Twen-
ty-Seven (27) and 
Twenty-Eight (28), in 
Block Number Four (4) 
in Elliott Park First Ad-
dition, according to the 
map thereof recorded 
in Plat Book “B”, pages 
118 and 119, Probate 
Office, Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, and lying 
and being in Gadsden 
(formerly Alabama City), 
Etowah County, Ala-
bama. 

Tax Parcel No: 16-01-
01-2-000-022.000
PIN: 49549    
 
is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required 
by the City Code, no-
tice of a public hear-
ing has been given to 
PNC BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, 3232 
NEWMARK DRIVE, 
MIAMISBURG, OHIO 
45342, KIM CAU-
THEN, KAY ADCOCK, 
CHARLES MCGRIFF, 
JR AND CRAIG MC-
GRIFF, 4 DWIGHT 
AVENUE, GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA 35904, 3612 
WESTERN AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35904. 
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA, as 
follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the structure constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of  
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing or repairing said 
structure and to give 
notice of this decision 
in accordance with the 
City Code.

Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.

Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk    

August 21, 2026
_____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-512-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 207 SOUTH 
9TH STREET in District 
4 in the City of Gads-
den, more particularly 
described as:

LOT 10 BLK 8 SOUTH 
ADD PLAT B-380 
GADSDEN SEC 10 
TWP 12S R 6E

Tax ID#: 15-02-10-4-
000-054.000
PIN# 36136

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required 
by the Code of Ordi-
nances, notice of a 
public hearing has been 
given to JIMMY R. WIL-
LIAMS, 207 SOUTH 
9TH STREET, GADS-
DEN, ALABAMA 35903
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk   

August 21, 2026     
______________

RESOLUTION
 NO. R-513-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 2109 CANS-
LER AVENUE in District 
6 in the City of Gads-
den, more particularly 
described as:

LT 14 BLK 12 OAK 
PARK ADD PLAT B-200 
6-12-6

Tax ID#:15-03-06-4-
000-165.000
PIN#: 38443

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinances, 
notice of a public hear-
ing has been given to 
JERRY W FRANKLIN, 
2109 CANSLER AVE-
NUE, GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA 35904. 

Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk           

August 21, 2026
_____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-514-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 1016 CHEST-
NUT STREET in District 
5 in the City of Gads-
den, more particularly 
described as:

LT 11 & W 25’ LT 13 BLK 
14 GAD LAND & IMP 
CO PLAT A-23 5-12-6

Tax ID#: 15-03-05-4-
000-102.000
PIN# 37111

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinances, 
notice of a public hear-
ing has been given to 	
ELIJAH BYNUM, 1016 
CHESTNUT STREET, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35901-3918.
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk       

August 21, 2026
____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-515-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 1018 CHEST-
NUT STREET in District 
5 in the City of Gads-
den, more particularly 
described as:

LOT 9 & E 10’ OF LOT 
7 BLK 14 GADSDEN 
LAND AND INP CO’S 
KYLE ADD A-23 5-12-6

Tax ID#: 15-03-05-4-
000-101.000 
PIN# 37110

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinances, 
notice of a public hear-
ing has been given to 	
BETTY S MATTHEWS, 
1018 CHESTNUT 
STREET, GADSDEN, 
ALABAMA 35901-3918.
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk     

August 21, 2026  
____________
RESOLUTION
 NO. R-516-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 1123 CHRIS-
TOPHER AVENUE in 
District 5 in the City of 
Gadsden, more particu-
larly described as:

LT 11 BLK 8 GADSDEN 
LAND & IMPROVE-
MENT CO PLAT A-23 
GADSDEN 5-12-6

Tax ID#: 15-03-05-4-
000-318.000 
PIN#37422

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required 
by the Code of Or-
dinances, notice of 
a public hearing has 
been given to 	 ZEL-
BRA LYNN ROBERTS, 
11502 SCOTTISCHE 
LANE, KILLEEN, TEX-
AS 76542.
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk     

August 21, 2026     
______________

RESOLUTION
 NO. R-517-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located 805 DEKALB 
AVENUE in District 3 
in the City of Gadsden, 
more particularly de-
scribed as:

 BEG SW COR LT 4 
BLK E GLENN IRIS 
ADD TO HIGHLAND 
AD PLAT B-217 TH N 
53.5 ALONG E ROW 
OF DEKALB ST TO AL-
LEY TH E 168.5 ALONG 
ALLEY TH S 65S TH W 
173.5 TO POB BEING 
LT 4 BLK E GLENN IRIS 
ADD TO HIGHLAND AD 
PLAT B-217 GADSDEN 
& PT ANN ALLEY 32-
11-6

Tax ID#: 10-09-32-4-
000-132.000 
PIN# 19839

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required 
by the Code of Ordi-
nances, notice of a 
public hearing has been 
given LENSEY C KING, 
805 DEKALB AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABMA 
35901.

Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 

the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk       

August 21, 2026
_____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-518-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 710 DODGE 
LANE in District 7 in the 
City of Gadsden, more 
particularly described 
as:

BEG SE COR LOT 128 
ARGYLE HILLS PLAT 
G-67 TH S 230 TO N 
ROW OF DODGE LN 
TH W 100 ALONG ROW 
TH N 230 TH E 100 TO 
POB LY-ING IN NE1/4 
NE1/4 29-11-6

Tax ID#: 10-09-29-1-
000-008.001
PIN# 17440

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinances, 
notice of a public hear-
ing has been given to 
LORI CARTER & HUSB 
KEVIN GOODNIGHT, 
710 DODGE LANE, 
GADSDEN, ALABMA 
35904.
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk     

August 21, 2026
______________

RESOLUTION 
NO. R-519-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 520 JOSEPH 
T ROBINSON STREET 
(County records list 
property address as 
JOSEPH T ROBINSON 
ST) in District 3 in the 
City of Gadsden, more 
particularly described 
as:

LOT 12 BLK 5 
NORTHSIDE SUB 
PLAT G 197-199 GADS-
DEN 4-12-6

Tax ID#: 15-02-04-1-
000-030.000
PIN# 33113

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required 
by the Code of Ordi-
nances, notice of a 
public hearing has been 
given to LV RENTING, 
LLC, 4629 SEMINARY 
ROAD, APARTMENT 
T2, ALEXANDRIA, VIR-
GINA 22304-1446.
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk     

August 21, 2026   
_____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-520-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located 14 MARSTON 
AVENUE in District 6 
in the City of Gadsden, 
more particularly de-
scribed as:

LT 73 PARCEL 3 CONE 
MILLS DWIGHT DIV 
PLAT F-55 GADSDEN 
31-11-6

Tax ID#: 10-09-31-3-
000-403.000
PIN# 18829

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required 
by the Code of Ordi-
nances, notice of a 
public hearing has been 
given R A PARKER, 21 

MARSTON AVENUE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35904.

Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk     

August 21, 2026
________________

RESOLUTION 
NO. R-521-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located at 128 PENN 
DRIVE in District 4 in 
the City of Gadsden, 
more particularly de-
scribed as:

LTS 15-17 BLK 4 THE 
HIGHLANDS PLAT 
C-263 15-12-6

Tax ID#: 15-05-15-1-
000-042.000
PIN# 41420

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required 
by the Code of Ordi-
nances, notice of a 
public hearing has been 
given to CAMERON E. 
CLAYTON, 129 PENN 
DRIVE, GADSDEN, AL-
ABAMA 35903
Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk     

August 21, 2026          
_____________
RESOLUTION 
NO. R-522-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located 807 ROSE-
WOOD LANE in District 
2 in the City of Gads-
den, more particularly 
described as:

LT 4 BLK C OAKLEIGH 
EST PLAT G-55 25-11-6

Tax ID#: 10-07-25-3-
000-114.000
PIN# 14398

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinances, 
notice of a public hearing 
has been given DEBRA 
ANN DENSMORE, 807 
ROSEWOOD LANE, 
GADSDEN, ALABAMA 
35901.

Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk         

August 21, 2026
_____________
RESOLUTION
 NO. R-523-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located 321 ROSYLYN 
DRIVE in District 2 in 
the City of Gadsden, 
more particularly de-
scribed as:

LT 6 BLK F OAKLEIGH 
EST SEC 25 TWP 11S 
R 6E BK 1123 PG 155 
1280-311 1665-183

Tax ID#: 10-07-25-3-
000-131.000
PIN# 14415

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinanc-
es, notice of a public 
hearing has been given 
STATE OF ALABAMA, 
PO BOX 327210, 
MONTGOMERY, ALA-
BAMA 36132.

Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk        

August 21, 2026 
_____________
RESOLUTION
NO. R-524-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located 401 ROSYLYN 
DRIVE in District 2 in 
the City of Gadsden, 
more particularly de-
scribed as:

 LT 1 BLK J OAKLEIGH 
EST 25-11-6

Tax ID#: 10-07-25-3-
000-133.000 
PIN# 14417

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinanc-
es, notice of a public 
hearing has been given 
STATE OF ALABAMA, 
PO BOX 327210, 
MONTGOMERY, ALA-
BAMA 36132.

Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.
                                    
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk    

August 21, 2026   
  

_____________
RESOLUTION
NO. R-525-26

Ordering Abatement of 
Nuisance
                                                                       
located 509 WILSON 
STREET in District 6 
in the City of Gadsden, 
more particularly de-
scribed as:

LT 4 BLK 7 WALNUT 
PARK ADD PLAT B-117 
GADSDEN 1-12-5 
1231-295

Tax ID#: 16-01-01-4-
000-383.000
PIN# 50605

is a nuisance and or-
dered its abatement; 
and
Whereas, as required by 
the Code of Ordinanc-
es, notice of a public 
hearing has been given 
JEFFREY C BOWERS 
& ETALS AND WF TAE-
GAN A BOWERS AND 
WILLIAM G RICKS, 
305 HOWELL CIRCLE, 
GADSDEN, AL 35904-
2121.

Now, Therefore, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY   
OF GADSDEN, ALA-
BAMA, as follows:
1.	The Council finds that 
the property constitutes 
a nuisance in violation 
of the Code Ordinances 
and should be abated.
2.	The Building Official 
is authorized to abate 
the nuisance by remov-
ing said nuisance and to 
give notice of this deci-
sion in accordance with 
the Code Ordinances.
                               
Adopted by the City 
Council of Gadsden on 
August 4, 2026.                                                                                                        
                                     
Jennifer Smith, City 
Clerk        

August 21, 2026
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____________
SERVICES

	
WATER DAMAGE 

CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 

damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! If you have water 
in your home that needs 

to be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have zip 
code of service location 

ready when you call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service 

available for appliance 
repair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refriger-
ator, Stove/Oven and 
all major appliances. 

Certified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Call to schedule your 
appointment now! 1-877-

441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Call 

Now! 1-877-583-6484

SELLING a RV, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 

STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 

readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 

Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspaper 

(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 

easy it is to advertise 
statewide! 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 

fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 

paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 

Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 

contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 

just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-

358-5270
___________

HEALTH/BEAUTY 
	 ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable 

Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 

1-833-650-7885
______________

FOR SALE

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! 

Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 

wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 

Kit with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-

bama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 

overpaying for your ser-
vice, call now for a free 

quote and see how much 
you can save! 1-877-541-

5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-

ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 

LeafFilter is the most ad-
vanced gutter protection 
for your home, backed by 
a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-833-
683-2005 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors and 
military save an additional 

10%. Restrictions apply, 
see representative for 

warranty and offer details
______________
AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and re-

ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-724-3049 

today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE

IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick 

up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans 
find work or start their 

own business. Call 24/7: 
1-833-426-0193

Gadsden State Community College 
will now be selling all Surplus items

on Govdeals.com.  
Anyone interested in purchasing can

go to Govdeals.com, register as a
bidder, type in 

Gadsden State Community College
in the search engine and view all the

items we have for sale. 
All items are sold As is.

SURPLUS  ITEMS 

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

Prior to entering Prior to entering 
any Alabama school any Alabama school 
or child care center, or child care center, 

an up-to-date an up-to-date 
Certificate of Certificate of 

Immunization must Immunization must 
be submitted for be submitted for 

each child.each child.

ETOWAH COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL FEE SCHEDULE
The Etowah County Health Department has been operating with a fee schedule adopted from November 16, 2007. Almost two decades later, 
the county has experienced a noticeable rise in the cost of various goods and services. Etowah County is no exception. With that in mind, the 
ECHD is revising the fee schedule that more accurately reflects the increased cost of operations.

The adjusted fees for ECHD will align more closely with current fees of those within the district. The updated fees are also within the 
recommended range of fees according to the Alabama Department of Public Health’s Schedule of Proposed Environmental Fees for County 
Health Departments with Local Fee Bills. The fee schedule will result in an increase in most fees, but several will remain unchanged, and 
some fees will be reduced. The Division reviewed each fee to create a fee schedule that is equitable to the business and individuals, and 
better addresses the time invested by the department for each service.

The fees associated with the two largest programs within the Environmental Division; the food and onsite programs were the most modified. 
With the new schedule, the fee structure for food establishment permits will be based on the Priority Category instead of annual gross 
revenue. This will result in a potential increase in fees for many food establishments permits.

Following a detailed analysis and careful consideration, we have created an updated fee schedule that is representative of the current costs 
associated with our industry while also being fair and reasonable to the public we serve. The date for implementation of these proposed fees 
is September 1, 2026.

Etowah County Environmental Fee Schedule
SERVICE CODE
Onsite/Septic
602
604
605
606
610
615
636
638
641
643
644
645
620
622
681
Health Permits

631
648
649
666
668
670
672
677

625
653
655

659
660
664

633
681
685
699A
Other
618
619
626
635
657

DESCRIPTION

Conventional Application Sewage Permit
Engineered Application Sewage Permit
EXPEDITED Application Sewage Permit (Additional Fee)
Commercial Conventional Application Sewage Permit
Commercial Engineer Application Sewage Permit
EXPEDITED Commercial Application Sewage Permit (Additional Fee)
Sewage Tank Pumper Truck Permit Appt. Per Vehicle
Application for Septic Tank Manufacturer per Model/Series
Application for Solid Waste Transfer Station or Solid Waste Processing Facility
Solid Waste Exemption Permit: Individual Household (Fee established by Code §22-27-3(g))
Solid Waste Exemption Permit Appt. Per Vehicle
Application for Land Application/Septage Permit
Large Flow System/Development (Part 1)
Large Flow System/Development (Part 3) (+$30 per lot)
Late Penalty Fee Charge (postmarked past due date)

Food
Temporary Food Service Permit Application-Per Event -14 days or less
Food Processors Priority Category 1 based on rules/risk
Food Processors Priority Category 2 based on rules/risk
Food Service Establishment - Cat. 1
Food Service Establishment - Cat. 2
Food Service Establishment - Cat. 3
Food Service Establishment - Cat. 4
Mobile Food Units
Body Art
Temporary License Tattoo Facility (Fee set by Code of Alabama §22-17A-3)
Body Art Facility Initial $200/New Facility $250 (Fees set by Code of Alabama §22-17A-3)
Body Art Operators
Lodging
Hotel/Motel 01-25 rooms
Hotel/Motel 26 or more rooms
Resident and Day Camps
Other
All Plan Review Requests
Late Penalty Fee Charge (postmarked past due date)
Inspection Request (Not Governed by Regulations)
Environmental Fine-Grease trap lid law (Fees set by Code of Alabama §22-20-5.2)

Private Water Consult -Homeowner Takes Sample
Water Sample -Env. Takes Sample
Cemetery Review
Records Search
Copies-copy fee (per page-electronic or paper)

OLD FEE

$100
$200

New Fee
$200
$300

New Fee
$50

$250
$250
$10

$100
$250
$250

$300+
$35-$70

$75
$200
$300

New Fee
$75

$200-$500
$200-$500

$100

$50
$200-$250

$100

$200
$300

$50-$100

$100
$35-$75

$100
$100

$15
$30

$100
$5
$1

NEW FEE

$200
$200
$150
$300
$300
$150
$100
$250
$300
$10

$100
$300
$300

$300+
$75

$100
$300
$400
$100
$150
$500
$600
$200

$50
$200-$250

$100

$300
$400
$150

$200
$75

$100
$100

$15
$50

$150
$25
$2
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COUPON 
EFFECTIVE
AUG. 21 -
AUG. 22

CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 2X EACH IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Selected Varieties
Novelties (12 Ct.) or

Crav’n Flavor 
Ice Cream

48 Oz.
ValuCard Price.....................................4.49
Digital Coupon..............................-1.50

COUPON 
EFFECTIVE
AUG. 21 -
AUG. 22 Chuck Roast

Certified Angus Beef
Per Lb.

ValuCard Price......................................6.99
Digital Coupon................................-1.00

MUST PURCHASE MINIMUM 1 POUND

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally 
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single 
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities 

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2026 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901
SALE DATES: FRI., AUGUST 21 -

SAT., AUGUST 22,  2026
Sign up today at foodcity.com to receive

exclusive specials, coupons and more!

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2023 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.    

foodcity.com

@FoodCity
www.foodcity.com

FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 599
With Card

FINAL 
PRICE WITH 

COUPON 299
With Card

LIMIT

10
LBS.

2X
EACH

Friday & Saturday
August 21 & 22

Limit 1 transaction per item per ValuCard per day. 
Discount taken as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

WHILE
SUPPLIES

LAST.
SAVE OVER

$200 IN SAVINGS

$2.99, per Lb., with an additional $25 purchase. $4.49, per Lb., without an 
additional $25 purchase. Limit 1 transaction per customer. ValuCard required.

LIMIT
10 LBS.

ValuCard Price.......................4.49
Digital Coupon..................-1.50

FINAL PRICE WITH COUPON

Ground Beef
Food City Fresh, 81% Lean, Per Lb. 

COUPON EFFECTIVE
AUG. 21 & 22

299
With Card

With an
additional

$25
Purchase

MUST 
PURCHASE 
A MINIMUM 

OF 1 LB.

Juicy
Honeycrisp Apples
Per Lb. 199

With Card

Frozen, Selected Varieties, 
Pillsbury Grands! Biscuits 
(25 Oz.) or
Ore-Ida Potatoes
19-32 Oz.

2/$6With Card

Selected Varieties
Gatorade
8 Pk., 20 Oz. Btls.

2/$11With Card

Selected Varieties, Blue Bonnet (32 Oz.),
General Mills Cereal Bars (8 Ct.), 
Mott’s Soft Baked Bars (6 Ct.) or
Nature Valley
Granola Bars
6-12 Ct. 199

With Card

Selected Varieties
Lipton Tea
12 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.

Selected Varieties, Food Club American 
Singles or Deluxe Cheese (16 Oz.), 
Pillsbury Sweet Rolls, Crescents or
Pillsbury 
Grands! Biscuits
8 Ct.

499

2/$5

With Card

With Card

LIMIT
8

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
2

LIMIT

4
EACH

Selected Varieties, Nathan’s Beef 
Franks (11-14 Oz.) or
Johnsonville Brats
12-14 Oz. 499

With Card

Fresh Made In-Store
Snack Cups
Each 199

With Card

4
Buy

When you buy 4 in the same transaction. 
Lesser quantities are 2.99 each.  

Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

Selected Varieties, Libby’s Green Beans, Corn 
or Peas (14.5-15.25 Oz.) or
Van Camp’s 
Pork and Beans
15 Oz.

5/$5With Card

LIMIT
10
EACH

LIMIT
4

LIMIT

4
EACH

Made Fresh in the Bakery
Sandwich 
Cookies
4 Ct. 499

With Card

Selected Varieties
Lay’s Potato Chips
5-8 Oz. 249

With Card

Selected Varieties, Peter Pan 
Peanut Butter (16.3 Oz.) or
General Mills Cereal
8.9-12.3 Oz. 199

With Card

IN THE
Bakery

Selected Varieties, Chef Boyardee Pasta (4 Pk.), 
Propel (6 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.), Progresso Pitmaster 
Soup (18-19 Oz.), Little Hugs (20 Ct.) or
Totino’s
Pizza Rolls
50 Ct. 399

With Card

Selected Varieties,
Arizona Tea (12 Pk., 16 Oz. Btls.) or
Sunny D
18 Pk. 599

With Card

Selected Varieties
Celsius Energy Drinks
12 Oz.

3/$5With Card Selected Varieties, Kleenex (60 Ct.), 
Maruchan Ramen (6 Ct.) or Frozen
Smart Ones Entrees
6.49-11.5 Oz.

2/$3With Card

Frozen, Selected Varieties, 
Family Size
SeaPak Shrimp
16-22 Oz.

Selected Varieties, 
Pringles Mingles (5.5 Oz.) or
Pringles Party Stacks
7.10 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Scent Boosters (24 Oz.), 
Power Paks (24 Ct.) or
Arm & Hammer
Laundry Detergent
45.5-50 Oz.

899

199

With Card

With Card

Selected Varieties, Applesauce 
(12 Ct. Pouches) or Frozen
Food Club Chicken
26-32 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Chex Mix, Bugles 
or Gardetto’s (5.5-8.75 Oz.) or
Old El Paso
Dinner Kits
5.4-13.25 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Energizer Batteries (16 Ct.), 
Scott Bath Tissue (12 Rolls), Scott Paper Towels 
(12 Double Rolls) or
Huggies 
Little Movers
16-32 Ct.

499

2/$5

2/$7 999

With Card

With Card

With Card
With Card

LIMIT

2
EACH

3
Buy LIMIT

10
EACH

LIMIT
4

LIMIT

4
EACH

3
Buy

When you buy 3 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities 
are 2/$5 each. Limit 2 transactions (6 total items). 

Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

When you buy 3 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities 
are ValuCard price each. Limit 2 transactions (6 total items). 

Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

LIMIT 6
TOTAL ITEMS

LIMIT 6
TOTAL ITEMS

LIMIT
4

Bakery Fresh
Apple 
Fritters
4 Ct. 399

With Card

Hickory Smoked
King’s Rightly
Seasoned Bacon
40 Oz. 999

With Card

Selected Varieties, Frozen Pillsbury 
Toaster Strudel or Toaster Scrambles
(4-6 Ct.) or
Little Debbie Snack 
Cakes
6-16.2 Oz.

2/$5With Card

LIMIT

6
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

IN THE
Bakery

LIMIT

3
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
2

Selected Varieties
Pepsi Products
24 Pk., 12 Oz. Cans 1099

With Card
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Gadsden City aiming for state title 
in 2026

Coming off a trip to the 
second round of the play-
offs, Gadsden City head 
football coach Ali Smith 
and the Titans are looking 
to build on last season’s 
success with a young 
team centered on consis-
tency, accountability and 
teamwork.

Smith was joined by 
team leaders Carter Ran-
saw, Braydon Kittle, Ja-
kari Harris, Sam Sollie 
and AJ Goodson to dis-
cuss the Titans’ prepara-
tion and expectations for 
the 2026 season.

“These guys right here, 
they have done everything 
we’ve asked them through 
the spring,” Smith said. 
“They are the guys that 
we wanted to come and be 
with us today as our team 
captains and leaders go-
ing into the 2026 season.”

While Gadsden City re-
turns players who contrib-
uted to last year’s playoff 
run, Smith said every sea-
son requires a team to es-
tablish its own identity.

“Every year, pretty 
much, you start over in a 
sense,” Smith said. “But 
the foundation, these guys 
have been there, and they 
understand the foundation 
of what we want to do and 
what we want to be as a 
football team and as a 
football program.”

The Titans began sum-
mer workouts in early 
June, reporting early in 
the mornings for training 
and preparation. Smith 
said testing late in the 
summer showed signifi-
cant progress.

“We definitely have 
gotten a lot better,” Smith 
said. “We’re a fairly new 
team, a young group of 
guys, and I’m really proud 
of where they have come 
thus far this summer.”

Players said the work 
has extended beyond the 
weight room and prac-
tice field, with teammates 
holding one another ac-
countable and spending 

time together away from 
football.

Smith believes those re-
lationships could be one 
of Gadsden City’s great-
est strengths.

“I think the strength 
right now is teamwork, 
and they understand they 
hold each other account-
able,” Smith said. “They 
believe in each other, and 
they do extra things. They 
do a lot of things together 
on and off the field.”

Although the Titans re-
turn a number of players, 
many have limited start-
ing experience. Several 
younger players will be 

asked to take on larger 
roles this season.

Sophomore center Da-
vid Pugh was repeatedly 
mentioned by players 
as someone expected to 
make an impact, while Ja-
marcus Hughes was also 
identified as a player to 
watch.

Smith pointed to Dane 
Terrell, Tommy Jones and 
Amir Thomas as others 
who could see expand-
ed roles. He described 
Thomas as a “blue-collar 
worker” and utility player 
capable of contributing in 
multiple positions.

“He’ll do anything,” 

Smith said. “He’s what 
I call a utility player. He 
can play any side of the 
ball and do anything.”

Smith said he is eager 
to see what players can do 
when given their opportu-
nity.

“I’m excited to see a lot 
of young guys and some 
older guys get opportuni-
ties to step up and play,” 
he said.

Those players will be 
tested as Gadsden City re-
turns to Class 6A compe-
tition under the Alabama 
High School Athletic As-
sociation’s latest classifi-
cation.

Smith said the Titans 
have prepared for the pos-
sibility of moving back 
into a larger classification 
by continuing to schedule 
larger programs in recent 
seasons.

“Even though we were 
in 6A, we still tried to 
play 7A,” Smith said. 
“We kept two 7A schools 
on our schedule every 
year. We understand that 
there’s always that possi-
bility that we can always 
go back up.”

Gadsden City opens the 
season against Oxford, 
beginning what Smith ex-
pects to be a challenging 

schedule.
“Our kids understand 

the day-to-day grind,” 
Smith said. “They un-
derstand the film study, 
they understand the 
weight room, the prac-
tices. ... You’ve got to 
be ready to go. You’ve 
got to be ready to get 
better.”

The Titans are also 
emphasizing lessons 
that extend beyond foot-
ball. Players pointed to 
perseverance, discipline 
and accountability as 
some of the things the 
game has taught them, 
while integrity has been 
a key word within the 
program.

For Smith, those les-
sons fit into the larger 
goal for the season — 
becoming better players, 
teammates and individu-
als each day.

“Our biggest goal 
as a team is to get bet-
ter,” Smith said. “Every 
day when I walk in the 
building, we’ll be bet-
ter. On and off the field, 
we’ll be a better team, 
better individuals.”

Smith said the Titans 
learned from last sea-
son the importance of 
maintaining their execu-
tion throughout a game. 
Gadsden City’s focus 
entering 2026 is not sim-
ply on where it wants to 
finish, but on improv-

ing from one week to the 
next.

“We want to see our 
kids being able to play at 
a high level all four quar-
ters,” Smith said. “Those 
are things that we took 
from last year.”

For a young Titans 
team facing a demanding 
schedule, Smith keeps 
bringing the message 
back to consistency.

“Get better every week,” 
Smith said. “That’s our 
goal right now, and that’s 
the sole purpose of what 
we’re trying to do.”

Titans
adsden City
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256-547-8696
www.downtowngadsden.com

GOOD LUCK TO  GADSDEN CITY HIGH
SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM

State Representative 
Mack N. Butler

State Representative 
Mack N. Butler

Gadsden City Schedule
Aug. 21	   

Aug. 28       

Sept. 4	     

Sept. 11

Sept. 18 

Sept. 25 

Oct. 2 

Oct. 9 

Oct. 16 

Oct. 23 

Oct. 30 

GCHS vs Oxford

GCHS at Fort Payne

GCHS vs Sparkman

GCHS at James Clemens

GCHS vs Hazel Green

GCHS at Fultondale

GCHS vs Grissom

GCHS at Huntsville

GCHS at Buckhorn

GCHS vs Bob Jones

OPEN 
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Blue Devils
towah

Etowah looking to restore winning tradition 
under Hawkins

With a new coaching staff, a 
renewed emphasis on toughness 
and a veteran group determined 
to restore the program’s win-
ning tradition, Etowah enters 
the 2026 football season with 
high expectations.

Head coach Davin Hawkins 
took over the Blue Devils dur-
ing the offseason, leaving the 
team without spring practice 
while the coaching staff was 
assembled. Since then, Etowah 
has used summer workouts to 
install its offensive and defen-
sive systems and establish a 
new identity.

With Hawkins unable to at-
tend a recent media event be-

cause of a family emergency, 
Etowah assistant coach Pear-
son said approximately 52 to 
55 players have participated in 
summer workouts.

One of Hawkins’ first pri-
orities was “recruiting the hall-
ways” and encouraging students 
who could contribute to join the 
program.

“We’re not supposed to be 
what we’ve been the last three 
or four years,” the Pearson said. 
“We’re supposed to be what 
we’ve been for a long time. 
We’re supposed to win. We’re 
supposed to be in the playoffs. 
We’re supposed to be competi-
tive.”

Hawkins has assembled a 
staff with ties to Etowah and an 
understanding of the program’s 
tradition.

“They understand what it 
means to be an Etowah Blue 
Devil,” Pearson said.

Players said Hawkins has 
quickly earned their respect 
with a combination of account-
ability and instruction.

“He’s the same person ev-
ery day,” one player said. “The 
same guy comes in there with 
the same attitude every day to 
get better.”

Another said Hawkins focus-
es on teaching when mistakes 
occur.

“If we ever mess up, it’s not 
just yelling,” he said. “He’s ac-
tually teaching us.”

On the field, Etowah expects 
its strength to be along the of-
fensive and defensive lines. The 
Blue Devils have size and depth 
up front, with the coaching staff 
expecting to rotate several play-
ers on both sides of the ball.

“We’re going to win or lose 
in the trenches,” Pearson said. 
“We’re blue collar. We’re going 
to line up, and we’re going to 
defend the run, and we’re going 
to run the football.”

The coaching staff is also 
counting on its veterans to pro-
vide leadership for younger 

players.
“They show up and these guys 

work,” Pearson said. “That’s 
the strength of our team.”

Etowah’s players aren’t back-
ing away from high expecta-
tions, with several identifying 
a state championship as their 
ultimate goal.

For a program looking to re-
gain its traditional place among 
the area’s contenders, the mes-
sage entering Hawkins’ first 
season is simple.

“We’re supposed to win,” 
Pearson said. “We’re supposed 
to be in the playoffs. We’re sup-
posed to be competitive.”

Aug. 20  
Aug. 28      
Sept. 4	     
Sept. 11
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 

Etowah Schedule
Etowah vs Cleburn County 
OPEN
Etowah vs Hokes Bluff 
Etowah vs Glencoe 
Etowah at Susan Moore 
Etowah at Southside 
Etowah at Vinemont 
Etowah vs Hanceville 
Etowah at Oneonta 
Etowah at Holly 
Etowah vs Douglas
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Entering his 31st season as Hokes Bluff 
High School’s head football coach, Mike Rob-
ertson is still asked the same question every 
year.

“When are you going to retire?”
Robertson laughs at the question, joking 

that he may coach until his fifth-grade grand-
son graduates high school. But behind the hu-
mor is a simple truth.

“These guys keep me doing it,” Robertson 
said. “I was asked the other day why I’m still 
coaching. It’s for the players. I enjoy the ca-
maraderie, the organizational part of coaching 
and the challenges that we face.”

After graduating several standout players 
over the past two seasons, the Eagles enter 
the 2026 season with new faces stepping into 
larger roles as the program moves to Class 3A.

Robertson acknowledged replacing vet-
eran talent will be a challenge but believes the 
team’s senior leadership has positioned the 
Eagles for another competitive season.

“We’ve lost some really good players the 
last two years, but these guys have been part 
of that,” Robertson said. “I expect good lead-
ership from them, and I feel like we will be 
competitive.”

Senior leader Brendan Ward, along with 
his teammates, said the Eagles have spent 
the summer preparing for the season through 
weight training, conditioning and team work-
outs.

“We’ve put a lot of work in this summer,” 
Ward said. “A lot of these young guys are go-
ing to step up this year. A lot of roles are going 
to have to be filled.”

His teammates echoed that sentiment, 
pointing to the team’s growth both physically 
and mentally as younger players prepare to 
contribute on Friday nights.

Robertson agreed, saying the Eagles had 
a productive offseason focused on becoming 
“bigger, faster and stronger.”

“We’ve had a good summer,” he said. “But 
until you put pads on, you really don’t know. 
Everybody looks good in shorts.”

While Robertson discussed football prepa-
ration, much of his time focused on something 
deeper than wins and losses.

He repeatedly emphasized Hokes Bluff’s 
tradition of developing homegrown talent.

The veteran coach noted that only two 
of the program’s 56 players transferred into 
Hokes Bluff, a rarity in today’s era of frequent 
transfers.

“I do not recruit. I do not beg,” Robertson 
said. “That’s Hokes Bluff. These guys are 
Hokes Bluff through and through.”

Robertson shared one example of that tra-

dition by highlighting a senior whose family 
represents four generations of Hokes Bluff 
football. His great-grandfather helped estab-
lish the school’s booster club, his grandfather 
played for the Eagles, his father played on 
Hokes Bluff’s 2001 state championship team 
and now serves as an assistant coach.

“It’s Hokes Bluff kids,” Robertson said. 
“I’m proud to say that.”

The players said representing Hokes Bluff 
is about more than football.

“It’s an honor,” one senior said. “We’re a 
small community, so we’re all like one big 
family.”

Another player credited Robertson and his 
staff for preparing players for life beyond the 
field.

“Coach is an outstanding coach, but he’s a 
better person,” he said. “He’s not just coach-
ing us to play football. He’s preparing us to be 
men.”

When asked about his coaching staff, Rob-
ertson became emotional while reflecting on 
the continuity of the program.

In 31 seasons, he has worked with just two 
primary coaching staffs. Many of his assis-
tants are former Hokes Bluff players, includ-
ing members of the Eagles’ 2001 state cham-
pionship team. Others coach multiple sports 
throughout the school year.

“I’m really more proud of that as a head 
coach,” Robertson said. “Those assistant 
coaches need to be talked about. They’re all 
good people, they know the game, but they 

know life. They make my job so easy.”
As for expectations this season, Robertson 

declined to make bold predictions.
Instead, he pointed back to the philosophy 

that has guided his program for more than 
three decades.

“I think we’re going to be competitive,” he 
said. “We’re going to do the best we can every 
day.”

For Robertson, after 31 years on the side-
lines, the measure of success remains un-
changed—not simply championships, but 
continuing a culture built on family, tradition, 
leadership and the players who proudly call 
Hokes Bluff home.

After 31 Years, Robertson Says Hokes Bluff 
Football’s Foundation Remains the Same

okes
luff
Eagles
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NMLS #466340
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Boaz   •   Scottsboro   •   Hokes Bluff   •   Douglas   •   Steele
Gurley   •   Fyffe   •   Powell   •   Sylvania 

You’ll like
banking with us!

Team up with us and reach new
financial heights with our personalized 

services and winning strategies.

Hokes Bluff Schedule
Hokes Bluff at Westbrook
Hokes Bluff vs Southside 
Hokes Bluff at Etowah 
Hokes Bluff at Susan Moore 
Hokes Bluff vs Oneonta 
Hokes Bluff at White Plains
Hokes Bluff vs Holly Pond 
Hokes Bluff at Vinemont
Hokes Bluff at Hanceville
Hokes Bluff vs Glencoe 
Hokes Bluff vs Munford 

Aug. 21	   
Aug. 27       
Sept. 4	     
Sept. 11
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 
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Harris, experienced West End Patriots 
ready to take next step

With an experienced roster and an offseason fo-
cused on mental toughness, West End High School 
head football coach Matt Harris believes the Patriots 
are ready to take another step forward this season.

Joining Harris to discuss the upcoming season were 
West End players Brooks Golden, Cody Campbell, 
Zeke Williams and Michael Deleon.

West End recently completed its summer condi-
tioning program, and Harris said the Patriots made 
strides both physically and mentally.

“We got stronger mentally, and that was the most 
important part for this team,” Harris said. “We’re 
pretty good in the weight room, pretty good on the 
hoof. It’s a much faster team than we’ve had. So we 
really just needed to find out where we were mentally. 
Could we finish things that were hard?”

That toughness could prove valuable for a team re-
turning considerable experience on both sides of the 
ball.

The Patriots have been relatively young the past 
two seasons, and last year’s close losses provided 
valuable experience. Harris said West End was within 
a score in the fourth quarter of several games but was 
unable to finish.

“You bring all those guys back who have experi-
enced those close losses, and you expect the next step 
to be for us to win those close games,” Harris said. 
“You can’t do that if you don’t have experience in that 
situation.”

West End returns most of its starters, including sev-
eral younger players who gained significant playing 
time because of injuries last season.

“We’ve got guys who’ve been through every imag-
inable situation on the field that you can deal with,” 
Harris said. “Having that experience when it gets to 
that place where it’s tough and it’s tight — this group 
is going to know what they’re capable of.”

The Patriots will also rely on their seniors for lead-
ership. Golden, Campbell, Hannah and Deleon said 
Harris’ confidence in his players carries a responsibil-
ity to lead their teammates through adversity.

They also credited Harris and the game of football 
with teaching lessons beyond the field.

“One thing that Coach Harris has taught us over 
the years is being a man,” one senior said. “You’ve got 
to show up, and you’ve got to do what’s right.”

West End’s approach to the season is summed up in 
its offseason motto: “Win One.”

The philosophy is to win one rep, one day, one prac-
tice and one game at a time. Harris said the same 
mentality will be used as the Patriots navigate their 
region schedule.

“We deal with that one week at a time,” Harris said. 
“We’re going to win one, and then we’ll move on to 
the next one. We’re not going to worry about anybody 
until we get to them.”

While the Patriots hope that approach leads to more 
wins and postseason success, Harris said his ultimate 
goal as a coach extends far beyond Friday nights.

“It’s to turn out a group of good husbands and good 
fathers,” Harris said. “That’s my goal, and if that’s 
not the goal of every coach that walks in here, they’re 
falling short.”

For Harris, preparing players for life remains the 
program’s most important measure of success.

“My job is to make sure these young men leave our 
program and are able to go out and be a Godly hus-
band and have children that come back to our pro-
gram and know how to behave, know what an expec-
tation is and know what a standard is,” Harris said. 
“If that’s not my goal, then I need to get out of the 
job.”

est
nd 
Patriots

Local Bankers. Local Decisions. Local Commitment.

SUPPORTING 
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Boaz   •   Scottsboro   •   Hokes Bluff   •   Douglas   •   Steele
Gurley   •   Fyffe   •   Powell   •   Sylvania 
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banking with us!

Team up with us and reach new
financial heights with our personalized 
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  West End Schedule
Oct. 16 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 

Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9

Aug. 21   
Aug. 28       
Sept. 4	   
Sept. 11

vs Cedar Bluff 
OPEN 
at Gaston 
vs Piedmont

at Saks
vs Sardis 
vs Vincent 
at Wellborn

at Ohatchee 
vs Pleasant Valley 
at Appalachian 
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Coming off a 7-4 season and a return 
to the playoffs, Glencoe enters 2026 
with a new head coach, an experienced 
senior class and expectations of building 
on last year’s success.

New head coach Brandon “B.J.” 
Brooks said the Yellow Jackets’ 2025 
season established an important founda-
tion for the program.

“I think last year was a good founda-
tion for us,” Brooks said. “It was about 
learning to win and believing we can 
have success. We’ve got high-character 
guys who are good athletes and work re-
ally hard.”

Spring practice gave Brooks and his 
staff an early opportunity to install of-
fensive and defensive systems following 
coaching changes.

“We had a spring this year, and it 
helped us get a jump start,” Brooks 
said. “Some things carried over into the 
summer and some didn’t, but our guys 
worked hard all summer, and we’re ex-
cited to see where the season takes us.”

The Yellow Jackets believe last year’s 
playoff appearance changed the mindset 
within the program.

“We got a taste of winning,” one se-
nior said. “This year we’re trying to win 
even more games, get back to the play-
offs and make a deeper run.”

The senior class has played under three 
head coaches during its high school ca-
reer, adjusting to different systems along 
the way. Brooks praised the group for 
navigating those changes.

“Sometimes in life you have a dif-
ferent boss every year,” Brooks said. 
“These guys have handled that well. My 
goal is to be here a long time and pro-

vide stability for them.”
Brooks also wants his seniors to un-

derstand that leadership extends beyond 
football.

“I want these guys to become the best 
men they can be,” he said. “I want them 
to be good fathers, good spouses and 
good employees. Of course we want to 

win football games, but that’s not the 
only goal.”

For Brooks, taking over the program is 
also a homecoming.

“This is home,” he said. “This is 
where I grew up. I live just a couple of 
minutes from the field house. Growing 
up, I’d walk to the stadium wearing my 
Glencoe Pee Wee jersey. It’s a blessing 

to be back.”
One of Glencoe’s biggest challeng-

es will be replacing several graduated 
offensive linemen. While the group 
lacks varsity experience, Brooks and 
his players have seen improvement 
throughout the offseason.

Among the returning players Brooks 
expects to make an impact are Bryce 
Borntrager, Jalen Hunter, Jayman 
Mint, Bronner McMurray, Jojo Bethel 
and Alex Hudson Jr.

Glencoe will also face a different 
region schedule with Etowah, Hokes 
Bluff and Anniston dropping from 
Class 4A.

“Those teams have been playing 
a tough brand of football,” Brooks 
said. “We’re familiar with Hokes 
Bluff — that rivalry has been around 
forever. We know Etowah, and we’ve 
competed against them in 7-on-7 this 
summer. We’re looking forward to the 
challenge and to showing people what 
Glencoe football is all about.”

For the Yellow Jackets, that identity 
centers on toughness and representing 
their community.

“We want to be the toughest team 
around,” one player said. “No mat-
ter how many times we get knocked 
down, we’re going to keep coming 
back.”
Brooks said that mentality goes hand 

in hand with his larger goal for the pro-
gram.

“I want people to be proud to be from 
Glencoe,” he said. “I want people to be 
proud of how our players behave, how 
they carry themselves and how they rep-
resent this community.”

Glencoe building on winning foundation 
entering 2026 season

lencoe
Yellow     

Jackets

Glencoe Schedule
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 

Aug. 21	   
Aug. 28       
Sept. 4	     
Sept. 11
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 

Glencoe at Hayden
OPEN
Glencoe vs. Susan Moore
Glencoe at Etowah
Glencoe vs. Hanceville
Glencoe at Ohatchee

Glencoe at Oneonta
Glencoe at Holly Pond
Glencoe vs. Vinemont
Glencoe at Hokes Bluff
Glencoe vs. White Plains
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Gadsden City High School Media Day

Etowah High School Media Day

West End High School Media Day

Glenoe High School Media Day

Hokes Bluff  High School Media Day
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Sardis High School Media Day

Southside High School Media Day

Coosa Christian Media Day

Gaston  High School Media Day

Westbrook Christian High School Media Day
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Southside leaning on experience, 
renewed commitment entering 2026 

season
Coming off a difficult season, 

Southside High School head 
football coach Miles Holcomb 
sees something different in his 
Panthers entering 2026.

Southside players Noah 
Thompson, Case Clough, Luke 
Olson, Kolby Dodd, Jaydon 
McElrath, Colin Futral and 
Jamel Boyd joined Holcomb at 
media day to discuss an offsea-
son that began almost immedi-
ately after last season ended.

Holcomb said the Panthers 
traditionally take some time 
away from football following 
the season, but his players were 
ready to get back to work.

“As soon as we came back the 
next week, we turned our stuff 
in, did some inventory, and they 
were like, ‘Coach, when do we 
start?’” Holcomb said.

That response helped set the 
tone for an offseason Holcomb 
believes the program desper-
ately needed.

“It had been since after the 
’22 season that we’d had a real 
offseason without any type of 
chaos,” Holcomb said. “Our 
program needed it. It needed 
stability.”

The Panthers began offseason 
work Nov. 5 and maintained 
strong participation throughout 
the winter and summer. Hol-
comb said approximately 38 
players regularly attended vol-
untary workouts during Christ-
mas break, while June atten-
dance remained above 90%.

That commitment has helped 
create a different atmosphere 
around the program.

“Being able to have a full and 
complete offseason has been 

crucial to our team,” Olson 
said. “One of the problems we 
had last season was our lack of 
leadership and complete chaos 
in the beginning of the offsea-
son. This season, we’ve had a 
tremendous amount of lead-
ership, gained strength and 
just overall connection. It has 
changed the dynamic.”

Southside will lean heavily 
on an experienced senior class 
that includes several three- and 
four-year starters.

“This group is special,” Hol-
comb said. “We have a lot of 
experience. It’s really the con-

trast of what it was last year.”
Holcomb has also changed 

the way he measures success. 
Rather than allowing wins and 
losses to define the Panthers, 
he wants his team focused on 
maximizing its potential.

“We had one goal,” Holcomb 
said. “Our goal was to try to find 
the best version of us, to reach 
our full potential. We can’t con-
trol who lines up across from 
us. We couldn’t control what 
region they put us in.”

Southside faces a demand-
ing schedule, including nonre-
gional games against Chelsea, 

Hokes Bluff, Etowah and An-
derson. Holcomb said the Pan-
thers understand they will have 
to play well each week to give 
themselves an opportunity to 
win.

They also know expectations 
outside the program may be 
low.

“We’re not running from any-
thing,” Holcomb said. “If ev-
erybody else thinks we belong, 
maybe we do.”

His players echoed that atti-
tude, repeatedly mentioning a 
desire to prove doubters wrong 
while establishing themselves 

as leaders for Southside’s 
younger players.

Several said the difference is 
noticeable in the team’s will-
ingness to work and sacrifice 
for one another.

“We’ve just been able to 
come in this offseason and 
work our tails off,” one player 
said. “We’re out there every 
single day grinding, pushing 
each other every single day to 
get better.”

Holcomb believes that work 
has produced one of the most 
connected groups Southside has 
had in recent years.

“This group right here is as 
together and as connected a 
group as we’ve had in a min-
ute,” he said. “I’ve thoroughly 
enjoyed watching guys grow 
and just get better day in and 
day out.”

Holcomb also wants his se-
niors to appreciate their final 
season rather than constantly 
looking toward the next game 
or milestone.

“They’ve waited for four 
years to get this opportunity,” 
he said. “We’re not going to 
wish it away.”

For Southside, that means 
concentrating less on predic-
tions and more on making the 
most of each day.

Holcomb believes if the Pan-
thers do that, the results will 
follow.

“We feel like we’re good 
enough that if we can find a 
way to reach our full potential,” 
he said, “the wins and losses 
will take care of themselves.”

outhside
Panthers
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Southside Schedule
Southside vs. Chelsea 
Southside at Hokes Bluff 
OPEN
Southside vs Clay-Chalkville 
Southside at Pinson Valley 
Southside vs Etowah 
Southside vs Springville 
Southside at Pell City 
Southside at Oxford 
Southside vs St. Clair County 
Southside at Anniston 

Aug. 21	   
Aug. 27       
Sept. 4	     
Sept. 11
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 
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Best of luck to
Southside High
School Football

Team 

2255 Highway 77,  Southside, Alabama, 35907

cityofsouthside.com

256-442-9775

Mayor Joey Statum
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With 18 seniors, an 
experienced roster and 
momentum from a suc-
cessful 2025 campaign, 
Westbrook Christian 
head coach Steve Smith 
has high expectations 
for the Warriors head-
ing into the 2026 foot-
ball season.

Westbrook advanced 
to the second round of 
the playoffs last season 
before falling on the 
road to Geraldine. The 
Warriors’ only regular-
season loss came against 
Piedmont in a game with 
region championship 
implications.

“I think we did a lot 
as far as closing the 
gap between the upper 
part of Class 3A and the 
middle, which we were 
kind of stuck at,” Smith 
said. “The guys deserve 
credit for the work they 
put in, laying the foun-
dation and continuing 
to lay the foundation for 
where we want to be this 
upcoming year.”

Warrior players 
Carter Cothran, Brooks 
Whiteside, Parker Sims, 
Read Barber and Titus 
Jones joined Smith to 
discuss the upcoming 
season. Smith said the 
five represent a senior 
class that has been in-
strumental in the pro-
gram’s growth.

“These guys are big 
contributors for us on 
each side of the ball,” 
Smith said. “They’ve 
been in the program the 
entire time I’ve been at 
Westbrook. They’re ex-
tremely hard workers, 
and they reflect that en-
tire senior class.”

The Warriors have 
spent the summer focus-
ing on strength, condi-

tioning and speed while 
also participating in 
camps and 7-on-7 com-
petitions.

Smith said consistency 
has been the key.

“Just being able to 
come every day with 
good energy and work to 
get better,” he said. “We 
do weight room, condi-
tioning and speed train-
ing every day.”

For Smith and his 
players, the work is also 
about developing quali-
ties that extend beyond 
football.

“Very few things in 
life are given to you,” 
Smith said. “Things that 
mean the most to you 
are typically the things 
you work the hardest to 
attain.”

The players echoed 

Smith’s emphasis on 
discipline, perseverance 
and teamwork, say-
ing football has taught 
them to learn from mis-
takes, accept coaching 
and continue working 
through difficult cir-
cumstances.

Smith believes those 
lessons are part of what 
makes the sport valu-
able.

“Teamwork is having 
to depend on the guy be-
side you,” he said. “It’s 
not wanting to let the 
guy beside you down. 
You can’t just do it on 
the days you feel good.”

Westbrook will put 
that experience to the 
test against a challeng-
ing 2026 schedule that 
includes several unfa-
miliar opponents fol-

lowing changes to the 
Alabama High School 
Athletic Association’s 
public-private align-
ment.

The Warriors will 
face programs including 
Shoals Christian, Lind-
say Lane, Decatur Heri-
tage and Whitesburg 
Christian, along with 
perennial contenders 
Mars Hill Bible, Fyffe 
and Trinity Presbyte-
rian.

“I think if you look 
at our schedule, there 
won’t be a tougher 
schedule for people to 
navigate than ours,” 
Smith said. “We made it 
a tough schedule on pur-
pose.”

Despite the changes, 
Smith said Westbrook’s 
objective remains un-
changed.

“We’re going to play 
the schedule that’s in 
front of us, and we’re 
going to try to compete 
to win the state private 
championship,” he said. 
“The goal remains the 
same.”

For the Warriors, ac-
complishing that goal 
will require the team-
first approach Smith has 
emphasized throughout 
the offseason.

“We’re all about win-
ning games and whatev-
er it takes,” Smith said. 
“I’m a team-first guy, 
and I appreciate these 
guys for their buy-in 
and all of our team for 
what we’re trying to do.

“We have high expec-
tations, and everybody’s 
individual goals will 
probably be met if we 
meet our team goals.”

Westbrook Christian enters 2026 season 
with high expectations

estbrook
Christian

Warriors
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Local Bankers. Local Decisions. Local Commitment.

SUPPORTING 
SCHOOLS IN OUR 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1909!

www.exba.com
(256)-547-2572

Discover the joy of learning with 
the Gadsden chapter of the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute at UA! An 
enriching experience for adults 50+, 
OLLI offers fun and engaging non-
credit courses and social events. 
Explore the world through domestic 
and international travel opportunities. 
Online courses also available. 

OLLI is for Everyone!
olli@ua.edu | 205-348-6482 | olli.ua.edu

Scan Here  
to Join

“I am thankful for the friendships I am gaining 
while being able to learn.”  

– Tish Quinn, Gadsden chapter member

Westbrook Schedule
Westbrook vs Hokes Bluff
Westbrook at Ashville 
Westbrook vs Mars Hill Bible 
Westbrook at Coosa 
Christian 
Westbrook vs Decatur
Hertiage
Westbrook vs Oneonta  
Westbrook at Lindsey Lane  
Westbrook vs Trinity 
Presbyterian 
Westbrook at Shoals 
Christian 
Westbrook vs Whitesburg 
Chrisitan 
Westbrook at Fyffe 

Aug. 20	   
Aug. 28       
Sept. 4	     
Sept. 11

Sept. 18 

Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9 

Oct. 16 

Oct. 23 

Oct. 30 
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Gaston Bulldogs aim for playoffs in 
second season under Dupree

After a 1-9 season in 
2025, Gaston coach Ran-
dy Dupree enters his sec-
ond season with the Bull-
dogs believing his team 
has laid the foundation 
for a turnaround.

Dupree, who took over 
the program last year, said 
establishing a strong cul-
ture was the priority dur-
ing his first season.

“It was a learning ex-
perience,” Dupree said. 
“But I think our guys got 
better. We didn’t have 
anyone quit. That was re-
ally important to me — 
building a culture of guys 
that wanted to be at Gas-
ton and wanted to work.”

The Bulldogs return 
much of last year’s roster, 
giving Gaston valuable 
experience heading into 
the 2026 season. Dupree 
said the team has also de-
veloped considerable tal-
ent at the skill positions.

“I don’t know if I’ve 
been around as many skill 
players as we have that 
can really score when 
they touch the football,” 
he said.

Gaston’s offseason 
work began in April 
with spring practice and 
a competitive spring 
game against Glencoe. 
The Bulldogs continued 
through the summer with 
7-on-7 competition and 
offseason workouts.

Dupree said attendance 
and commitment have 
been strong.

“Our guys have re-
ally bought in,” he said. 
“I’ve let them know that 
it’s your team. Hold each 
other accountable. We’ve 
had great attendance, and 
we’ve really competed 
well all summer.”

Representing Gas-
ton at Media Day were 
Zyien Dupree, Tavis 
Brown, Rylan Flem-
ing, Chapman Clay and 
Maddox Eagly. The 
players said having Du-
pree back for a second 
season has provided 
stability after several 
coaching changes in re-
cent years.

“I’ve been at Gaston 
since seventh grade, 
and we’ve had four dif-
ferent coaches,” one 
player said. “Having 
the same coach … I be-
lieve in it now.”

The Bulldogs will 
compete in a new Re-
gion 6 this season, with 
Piedmont, Pleasant Val-
ley, Ohatchee and Saks 
among the opponents 
on the schedule.

Dupree said his play-
ers are focused less on 
their opponents and 
more on improving 
themselves.

“We have to get 1% 
better every day, and 
you have to do your 
job,” he said.

The players share 
Dupree’s confidence.

“It doesn’t really mat-
ter who’s in our region 
because we can stack up 
to anybody,” one player 
said. “I believe we’ve 
got the players and the 
coaches to do it.”

For Gaston’s seniors, 
the season is also about 
making the most of their 
final opportunity to 
play together. The Bull-
dogs have not reached the 
playoffs since 2016.

“My goal is to go out 
there and, being a senior, 
enjoy my last opportunity 
to play football with these 

guys and make it some-
thing I remember for the 
rest of my life,” one play-
er said.

Dupree said making 
the playoffs is a goal, but 
reaching it will require 
consistent work.

“It’s really easy to talk 
about your goals, write 
them on the board and 
say what you want to do,” 
Dupree said. “But that’s 
just the easy part.”

He said he wants his 
players to show their 

commitment in the weight 
room, classroom and 
community as well as on 
the field.

“Show me that you 
want to make the play-
offs,” Dupree said. “Show 
me that you want to be the 

first team that has made a 
playoff since 2016.”

The Bulldogs open 
the 2026 season against 
Spring Garden.

aston
Bulldogs
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Gaston Schedule
at Spring Garden

vs Cedar Bluff

vs West End

at Pleasant 
Valley

at Piedmont

OPEN

vs Sacks

at Vincent

vs Wellborn

vs Ohatchee

at Ashville

Aug. 20
	    

Aug. 28   
    

Sept. 4	 

Sept. 11

Sept. 18 

Sept. 25 

Oct. 2 

Oct. 9 

Oct. 16 

Oct. 23 

Oct. 30 
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With a young roster, a new coaching 
staff and a renewed emphasis on culture, 
Sardis is approaching the 2026 football 
season as an opportunity to build some-
thing that lasts.

Under new head coach Wes Tidwell, 
the Lions have spent the offseason estab-
lishing expectations in the weight room 
and on the practice field while relying on 
a small senior class to set the tone for a 
roster filled with underclassmen.

Sardis has six or seven seniors and 
about 10 juniors, with the remainder of 
the roster made up primarily of sopho-
mores and freshmen.

Rather than view the youth as a disad-
vantage, the Lions are embracing it.

Assistant coach Byron Williams, 
speaking on Tidwell’s behalf, said the 
staff’s priority has been establishing a 
culture capable of sustaining the pro-
gram well beyond this season.

“How you do anything is how you do 
everything,” Williams said. “We’re try-
ing to build it brick by brick from the 
ground up.”

The changes have been noticeable 
throughout the summer, particularly in 
the weight room.

Players described workouts as faster, 
more intense and more disciplined than 
in previous seasons. They also credited 
the new staff with creating an atmo-
sphere in which teammates continually 
push one another.

“The biggest change is the atmo-
sphere,” Rowan said. “Every single one 
of us is pushing each other to get better. 
We’re always working hard.”

Another said the pace of workouts has 
helped players grow stronger while cre-
ating greater accountability throughout 
the team.

That intensity carries onto the prac-

tice field, where the coaching staff has 
attempted to keep sessions fast-paced 
and as close to game conditions as pos-
sible.

The players said the biggest differ-

ence, however, goes beyond schemes, 
conditioning or strength gains.

They believe the program is becoming 
a family.

Several seniors said football has 

helped them develop leadership skills, 
handle adversity and become more ac-
countable — lessons they expect to car-
ry with them after their playing careers 
end.

“For me personally, I think it’s 
brought me out of my shell a lot,” Uhi-
ren said. “Stepping into a leadership 
position with all these young guys has 
really gotten me to vocalize myself a lot 
more.”

Rowan pointed to the experience 
gained through difficult seasons as some-
thing that has strengthened the group’s 
bond.

“We’ve had good and bad, and we’ve 
learned over the years,” he said. “I think 
that will help me out in life because I 
know how to handle adversity and tough 
situations.”

Those experiences have also created 
urgency for a senior class entering its 
final season.

The Lions aren’t hiding their desire to 
win and surprise opponents, but players 
repeatedly emphasized leaving the pro-
gram better than they found it.

“This is our last season, our last run,” 
Uhiren said. “I want to walk off that 
field after my last game with no regrets.”

Stone said his goal is to help prepare 
Sardis’ younger players to eventually 
assume the leadership roles the seniors 
now hold.

With Tidwell and his staff establishing 
a new foundation, the Lions believe that 
willingness to invest in the future could 
prove just as important as what happens 
on Friday nights.

For Sardis, the process begins with the 
same message that has defined its offsea-
son — build it from the ground up, one 
brick at a time.

Sardis embracing youth and new culture 
under Tidwell

ardis
Lions
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NMLS #466340

& PIB Mortgage

Boaz   •   Scottsboro   •   Hokes Bluff   •   Douglas   •   Steele
Gurley   •   Fyffe   •   Powell   •   Sylvania 

You’ll like
banking with us!

Team up with us and reach new
financial heights with our personalized 

services and winning strategies.

Local Bankers. Local Decisions. Local Commitment.

SUPPORTING 
SCHOOLS IN OUR 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1909!

www.exba.com
(256)-547-2572

Oct. 2 

Oct. 9 

Oct. 16 

Oct. 23 

Oct. 30 

Sardis Schedule
Sardis at Good Hope 

Sardis vs Cherokee County 

Sardis at Hayden 

Sardis vs Scottsboro 

Sardis at Brewer 

Aug. 21

Aug. 28       

Sept. 4	     

Sept. 11

Sept. 18 

Sept. 25

Sardis vs Haralson County (GA)

Sardis at Guntersville 

OPEN

Sardis vs Crossville 

Sardis vs Fairview 

Sardis at West End 
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Coosa Christian looks to senior leadership 
in title defense

Coosa Christian enters 
the 2026 season with a new 
head coach, but the defend-
ing state champions have 
no plans to change the stan-
dard that got them there.

First-year head coach 
Alaric Williams, who has 
spent the past four years 
with the Conquerors, takes 
over a program replacing 
nine seniors from last sea-
son’s championship team. 
He believes an experienced 
senior class can help bridge 
that gap.

“Our standard hasn’t 
changed, and that’s what’s 
got us to the success that 
wåe’re at right now,” Wil-
liams said. “We’ve had 
great senior leadership over 
the past four years as well, 
and now it’s their time to 
step up and be leaders.”

Among those seniors are 
Trevon Heard, Rex Dodd, 
Halen Palmer and Hayden 
Pearce, each of whom 
has been part of two state 
championship runs.

“They understand how 
to get there, and they un-
derstand the way that it’s 
supposed to be structured, 
the way it’s supposed to be 
done,” Williams said.

That experience takes 
on added importance for a 
younger roster and a pro-
gram undergoing a coach-
ing transition.

Williams recently met 

with his nine seniors about 
taking ownership of the 
team and helping establish 
a player-led culture.

“I wouldn’t trust another 
group of seniors to accom-
plish that job,” Williams 
said. “I have full faith that 
they’re going to do what 
they’re supposed to do as 
seniors.”

His familiarity with the 
program has helped ease 
the transition.

“I think the biggest thing 
is that he knows the stan-
dard, and nothing’s really 
changed because he’s been 
here through the losses and 
he’s been here through the 
wins,” Heard said. “We 
keep that standard, and 
we owe it to the guys who 
came before us.”

Dodd said the trust be-
tween Williams and the 
players was already in 
place before he took over 
the program.

“Ever since I’ve been 
here, he’s always got my 
back,” Dodd said. “With a 
new guy coming in, you’ve 
got to remake yourself and 
go through all these things. 
But right now, it’s just as 
close as we’ll be.”

Coosa Christian will test 
that experience early with 
a demanding nonregion 
schedule.

The Class 1A Conquer-
ors open against Pierce 

County, Georgia, a peren-
nial state championship 
contender that has beaten 
Coosa Christian each of 
the past two seasons. The 
schedule also includes larg-
er Alabama programs.

“If you’re a competitor, it 
kind of gets your mojo go-
ing,” Williams said.

The approach has worked 
before. Coosa Christian 
lost to Pierce County in 
2024 before winning the re-
mainder of its games. Last 
season, the Conquerors lost 
to Pierce County and Pell 

City before going unbeaten 
the rest of the way.

Williams said facing 
larger programs carries 
risks for a roster with lim-
ited numbers, but the ben-
efits outweigh them.

“The biggest pro is we 
throw our guys in the fire 
and we get to test their 
mentality very, very early 
on,” Williams said. “We 
get to find out who’s going 
to quit, who’s not going to 
quit on the team.”

The faster game speed 
also prepares Coosa Chris-

tian for postseason play.
“When you go and 

you see a high level of 
game speed like that 
Week 1, Week 2, and 
then you come back 
and you’re playing in 
your 1A division, it 
makes life a lot easier 
for these guys,” Wil-
liams said.

For Williams, the 
goal is for his seniors 
to eventually take much 
of the responsibility for 
maintaining the pro-
gram’s expectations.

“The less talking and 
screaming we’ve got to 
do, the more focus we 
can put into what we 
need to be focusing on 
as coaches,” Williams 
said. “These guys can 
take the reins of hold-
ing the line with the 
team.”

For Heard, Dodd, 
Palmer and Pearce, that 
means passing along more 
than a winning tradition. 
The seniors pointed to faith, 
discipline, brotherhood and 
leadership among the les-
sons they have learned 
through the program.

“For me, I think the big-
gest thing in my life is it’s 
really taught me how to 
be a good, godly man and 
to lead as a man,” Heard 
said. “Just being a part of 
the team, working together, 

going through tough times, 
easy times and knowing 
how to react to that.”

The Conquerors enter the 
season with an opportunity 
to repeat as state champi-
ons, but Dodd said they un-
derstand another title will 
have to be earned one day 
at a time.

“We have the back-to-
back mentality, yes, but 
we’re not going to get 
there if we don’t take it day 
by day and step by step,” 
Dodd said. “Everything we 
want to achieve, we can 
achieve.”

Palmer said the seniors 
have a responsibility to 
show younger players how 
to meet the program’s ex-
pectations.

“You’ve got to make 
them learn how to be suc-
cessful,” Palmer said.

For Pearce, success be-
gins with effort.

“My biggest team goal is 
that, win or lose, we go out 
there and play with 110% 
every single play,” Pearce 
said.

The destination Coosa 
Christian is chasing is fa-
miliar. With a new head 
coach and a championship-
tested senior class, the 
Conquerors will find out 
whether the standard that 
carried them to the top can 
keep them there.

oosa 
Christian

Conquerors

Oct. 2 

Oct. 9 

Oct. 16 

Oct. 23 

Oct. 30 

Coosa Schedule
OPEN

Coosa vs Decatur Heritage

Coosa at Lindsey Lane 

Coosa at Shoals Christian

OPEN

Aug. 28       

Sept. 4	     

Sept. 11

Sept. 18 

Sept. 25 

Coosa vs Pierce County, GA

Coosa at WCA

Coosa vs Westbrook 

Coosa vs Mars Hill Bible

Coosa vs Russellville 
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Etowah County's   
      Self-Storage Facility

• 1,500 units
• 24/7 access
• Both standard 

units and 
climate-controlled 
units available

• RV/boat storage
• Weekend move-ins 

available

SouthtowneMiniWarehouses.com
256-442-1951

Two great locations to serve you:
199 Woodland Drive in Rainbow City

301 Irby Boulevard near Noccalula Falls

LARGEST
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