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The rise and fall of a football legend:
Looking into Fallen Moc: The Empty Five-
Star with author David Williams

By Caylie Moore
Features Editor

Dr. David Williams is no
small man.

As a former collegiate run-
ning back, Williams stood ex-
actly 6 feet tall and weighed
nearly 220 pounds in the prime
of his life, and he still towers
over the average person when
he walks into a room — though
he works as an assistant prin-
cipal at Oxford High School
these days.

Still, his physique, born of
lifelong athletic training under
the hawkeyed guidance of his
father, only tells one side of his
multifaceted story. Williams
has played many roles in his
life — from teacher to coach
to journalist to mentor — and
he has the empathetic tempera-
ment of a man wise beyond his
years to show for it.

What makes Williams least
small, however, is not his form,
shape or build; it is his willing-
ness to share his vulnerabilities,
fears and flaws with the world.

Williams’s new book Fall-
en Moc: The Empty Five-Star
explores all of those things and
more, functioning as a multi-
part football-centered mem-
oir that digs deep into what it
means to be a young prodigy
— and what it means to be a
young prodigy who returns
home with nothing, not even a
sense of purpose.

“You can have a gift or talent
or trait or whatever it may be —
but not really have that attached
to a purpose,” Williams stated
in a sit-down interview with
Gadsden Messenger. “Without
that, it can be as detrimental as
it can be uplifting. No one ever
really talks about that.”

For Williams, not having a
purpose attached to his foot-
ball career made him, in short
words, arrogant, and he want-
ed to dissect that arrogance
through Fallen Moc.

“l realize in retrospect
that I was pretty stuck-up, or
something like that, because

I thought I was God’s gift to
football — instead of realizing
that it was God’s gift to me.
That was messed up,” Williams
stated in a moment of honest
reflection.

“All of [God’s gift] was tak-
en away [from me], and then I
had to earn it all back. When [
was a star, | took it for grant-
ed,” Williams said, adding that
he would find out other play-
ers were walk-ons and wonder
why they were being paid to
be a part of the team. “I didn’t
understand their dreams, their
goals, their desires or their love
for the game.”

“When I walked away — so
many times — and [ had to earn
back what I took for granted, it
gave me an appreciation [for
what I had lost], or a different
lens on it.”

Williams summed up that
learned appreciation concisely:
“Hitting the bottom isn’t a bad
thing if you’re able to rebuild in
the right way. That can really be
— at least for me — a blessing.
I needed that.”

Williams also emphasized
that anyone could learn from
the lessons featured in his
memoir. “I think so much of
[our lived experience] is indi-
vidualized, but it’s also univer-
sal. Because everyone has their
ups and downs; everyone has
their struggles; everyone has
that gift or that talent.”

Because of those many life
lessons — some short and
sweet, others long and cruel —
Williams has been able to use
his story to relate to people of
all ages, including his own high
school students.

“To see the cumulative im-
pact of all those life lessons and
being able to share that with the
various students that I interact
with at different stages of their
lives... Now it all becomes
wisdom, and I can say, ‘Hey,
you’re an 11th grader now, but
pretty soon you’re going to be
outside of [the school] doors,
and if you don’t learn to con-
quer these things, it’s going to

limit your potential.””

Williams highlighted one
such case while discussing
his own struggles bringing his
memoir together. “I started
writing this book many, many
years ago, but I was never able
to finish it because of my own
immaturity. Later on in the
book, when I am going through
certain hardships, I think to
myself, ‘Why are they doing
this to me?” But a lot of those
[hardships] I played a role in.”

Still, even when Williams
was excelling outwardly and
succeeding objectively, he had
a hard time coping with the fact
that he did not know what his
purpose in life was.

“My parents told me that if
I made good grades and I did

good in sports, I'd be happy.
Well, I suddenly realized —
I’m not happy,” Williams stat-
ed, adding that while he was a
“big man” on campus during
the day, he was only sad and
unfulfilled at night, with no one
and nothing to turn to either.

“And if I’'m not happy with
this level of success, how will
more success at the next level
make me happy?”

Once Williams had that real-
ization, it was hard to keep up
any passion for football, and he
left the team soon after, mark-
ing just one of many times that
he left the sport — a decision
that confused the people that
knew him but made perfect
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How Alabama Power became Flock’s
longest-standing middleman

By Lee Hedepeth
Inside Climate News

Editors Note: This article
originally appeared on Inside
Climate News, a nonprofit,
non-partisan news organiza-
tion that covers climate, ener-
gy and the environment.

Wired for Profit: Fifth in a
series about Alabama Pow-
ers influence over electric
rates, renewable energy, pol-
lution and politics in the Yel-
lowhammer State.

BIRMINGHAM — Dar-
rell Nance knows he’s being
watched. We all are.

Nance, a longtime resident
of the city and founder of De-
Flock Birmingham, can eas-
ily point out the cameras to
you if you’re interested. It’s
not much of a challenge.

Every few blocks, it’s inev-
itable. Another surveillance
camera, or two, or three,
tucked at the top of a power
pole, or two, or three, careful-
ly recording from above. Here
in the Magic City and across
the country, the prolifera-
tion of surveillance cameras
and automated license plate
readers (ALPRs) has become
commonplace. Increasingly,
local governments, business-
es and even homeowners
associations have turned to
companies like Atlanta-based
Flock Safety to provide the
camera infrastructure for
their communities in a stated

effort to improve public safe-
ty and solve crime.

What has resulted, many
residents and surveillance
scholars say, is a network of
interconnected  surveillance
systems that go far beyond
the gas station CCTV of yore.
Instead, anyone with access
to the resulting data, autho-
rized or not, has the ability to
search millions of records of
time-stamped, location-spe-
cific data like a passing car’s
license plate number, its make
and model and any identify-
ing information like bumper
stickers.

Misuse of data collected
by companies like Flock has
already garnered headlines
across the nation, including
in Alabama. But one concern
unique to the state, experts
have said, is the relationship
between surveillance compa-
nies and the state’s massive
investor-owned utility, Ala-
bama Power, which Flock has
called its “longest-standing
reseller” as recently as this
year.

Since at least 2019, the
power company has market-
ed automated license plate
readers and other surveillance
camera equipment to local
governments across the state
as a convenient way for cities
and counties to improve pub-
lic safety with ease, allowing
Alabama Power to do the
necessary installation on its
own power poles, providing

easy access to ideal camera
placement and a source of
electricity—all at a cost that
could simply be added as a
line item on the local govern-
ment’s power bill.

The strategy has worked. A
company representative con-
firmed in 2025 that Alabama
Power has partnered with
more than 80 municipalities
across the state to provide
subscription-based  surveil-
lance services from Flock and
similar companies, a result
that law enforcement agen-
cies have lauded as a mean-
ingful law enforcement tool.

But the relationship be-
tween Alabama Power and
companies like Flock comes
with strings attached, resi-
dents like Nance and surveil-
lance scholars have said. “I
would think there are Ala-
bama Power customers who
would be alarmed that sensi-
tive location data, including
the ability to track individuals
across time and space — is
being collected and shared in
ways that they may not real-
ize,” said Elizabeth Joh, the
Martin Luther King Jr. pro-
fessor of law at the Universi-
ty of California, Davis, who
studies the intersection of po-
licing and technology.

Nance, a longtime com-
munity organizer and data
analyst, is one of them. He’s
worked for months to try to
get substantive answers from
elected officials about con-

tracts between local govern-
ments, Alabama Power and
companies like Flock. He’s
had limited success.

“I don’t think they really
care,” he said. “They’re more
worried about their relation-
ship with people like Ala-
bama Power than their rela-
tionships with constituents.”

Alabama Power declined to
answer specific questions for
this story but spokesperson
Alyson Tucker said in a writ-
ten statement that “Alabama
Power works with custom-
ers such as municipalities,
businesses and community
organizations to provide tech-
nology services and related
equipment supported by our
existing electric infrastruc-
ture.

“Under these agreements,
Alabama Power installs and
maintains equipment, but
does not operate the system
or have access to data,” the
company statement said.
“Program participants own
the data collected and are re-
sponsible for how that infor-
mation is accessed, managed,
used and shared.”

Data reviewed by Inside
Climate News aggregated
from open records requests
and public databases shows
that dozens of cities across
Alabama have adopted the
use of Flock or similar sur-
veillance equipment. The re-
cords, which date as far back
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Barrie Center children heal throuwgh art at GMA

In July, children served
by The James M. Barrie
Center for Children had
a special opportunity to
attend Summer Art Camp
at the Gadsden Museum
of Art.

The camp, made pos-
sible through a collabo-
ration between the two
organizations, provided
children with an oppor-
tunity to explore their
creativity in a safe, sup-
portive and encouraging
environment.

This  year’s theme,
“Celebrating  America’s
250th Birthday,” gave
campers the opportunity
to explore American his-
tory and symbols through
art. Throughout the camp,
children created artwork
featuring the American
flag, an eagle, a copper
penny, the Statue of Lib-
erty and the Liberty Bell.

For children who have
experienced trauma, op-
portunities for creative
expression can be espe-
cially meaningful.

“Art is much more than
a creative activity,” Pa-
tricia Falcon, executive
director of the Barrie
Center, said. “It can be

a powerful, trauma-in-
formed tool that gives
children another way to
express emotions, pro-
cess difficult experiences
and communicate feel-
ings that may be hard to
put into words.”

The art camp offered
children the chance to
try something new, build
confidence, experience
joy and create something
they could be proud of,
all while continuing their
journey toward hope and
healing.

The Barrie Center ex-
tends its heartfelt appre-
ciation to Ray Wetzel,
Executive Director of
the Gadsden Museum
of Art, and the dedicat-
ed volunteers and staff
who generously shared
their time, talents and re-
sources to make this spe-
cial experience possible.
Their kindness and com-
mitment helped create a
welcoming space where
children could express
themselves, connect with
others and make positive
memories.

“Partnerships like this
with the Gadsden Muse-
um of Art allow our com-

Submitted photo.

munity to become part
of the healing process
by creating experiences
where children can sim-
ply be children, creating,
laughing, learning and
discovering what they
can accomplish,” Falcon
said.

Collaborations like
this demonstrate what is
possible when commu-
nity organizations come
together on behalf of
children. For the Barrie
Center, healing does not
happen through one ser-
vice or one organization
alone. It happens when
a community chooses to
surround children with
opportunities to feel safe,
supported, valued and
hopeful about their fu-
ture.

The Barrie Center is
grateful to the Gadsden
Museum of Art for being
part of that community
and for helping create
moments of joy, hope
and healing through the
arts. For more infor-
mation about the Barrie
Center, please visit www.
barriecenter.org.

Locally-owned VuePoint Diagnostics opens in Gadsden;
brings on-demand, portable radiology to patients

By Caylie Moore
Features Editor

On Wednesday, Sept.
2, VuePoint Diagnostics
held a ribbon cutting cer-
emony to celebrate the
opening of its new office
in Gadsden, located at
241 S. 3rd Street, Suite B.

Based in Birmingham
and currently operat-
ing across 48 states with
around 250 employees,
CEO Mark Emanuelsen
first founded the fami-
ly-owned Alabaman com-
pany in 2011, and family
has been at the forefront
of VuePoint Diagnostics
ever since. The opening
of its Gadsden office on
Sept. 2 simply illustrated
— once again — just how
important family is to the
team behind it.

“Mark founded this
company in 2011, and so
he was pretty excited to
bring our call center and
billing center to Down-
town Gadsden. [His moth-
er] Susan lives here, and
his brother lives here,”
Darcie Raines, the Plant

Service Director, stat-
ed. “It’s a family-owned
company.”

The company, a “local-
ly owned leader in porta-
ble imaging,” specializes
in delivering high-quality,
patient-focused diagnos-

tic services to the patient,
rather than forcing the pa-
tient to come to where the
services are.

“VuePoint really con-
sists of two divisions: one
is what we call ‘on-de-
mand radiology,”” Eman-
uelsen explained. “We
work with nursing homes,
assisted living facilities,
home health agencies, and
homebound patients. You
call us for an X-ray and
ultrasound, and we come
to your house, your facil-
ity, your nursing home to
do it.”

Emanuelsen stated that
the other division in-
cluded health screening
for Medicare members,
something that he wanted
to get the word out about.

“Those can be eye ex-
ams, mineral checks,
things like that. We don’t
really have much compe-
tition here in the state, so
a lot of our work is edu-
cating people about what
benefits they have access
to.”

“People on Medicare
don’t know that they can
have people coming into
their homes to perform
our services,” he stated,
emphasizing that he want-
ed to help change that.

The ribbon cutting cer-
emony, packed with doz-

Caylie Moore|The Messenger

CEO, Mark Emanuelsen (middle back row) cut the ceremonial ribbon at the Birmingham based VuePoint
portable diagnostic Gadsden location on Wednesday Sept. 2.

ens of local residents,
featured a door prize
giveaway including a

$50 Mater’s gift card and
a gift basket filled with
snacks from The Alabama

Gift Company — local
businesses that spelled
out VuePoint Diagnos-
tics’s commitment to the
community in Gadsden.
Towards the end of the

ceremony, Emanuelsen
himself — as well as guest
speakers like Kay Moore,
Director of Downtown
Gadsden Inc. — gave
short speeches to those

in attendance, expressing
just how thankful they
were for the new, mutual-
ly beneficial relationship
between the company and
the city.
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he Etowah County Emergency Management Agency

helped residents prepare for severe weather Wednes-
day by programming weather alert radios at Walmart from
2to 7 p.m.

By 4 p.m., more than 100 radios had been programmed,
according to EMA Public Information Officer Patrick Hu-
selton.

“Our primary severe weather season, of course, is in the
spring,” Huselton said. “But our secondary one is in the
fall. Here lately, over the last few years, we’ve been seeing

a lot of severe weather in November and December, which
is really strange.”

The event also gave EMA staff an opportunity to con-
nect with residents and explain the agency’s role in the
community.

“We are an information-sharing notification agency,”
said EMA Deputy Director Keshawn Long. “We provide
resources and work with other agencies, nonprofit and pri-
vate organizations to find resources for the community and
citizens of Etowah County. We want to connect with the

community and let people know we are here for them.”

The WBRC First Alert Weather team also joined EMA
at the event, promoting its First Alert Weather app and
talking with residents about the importance of being pre-
pared for severe weather.

As fall approaches, EMA officials are encouraging res-
idents to stay informed and have multiple ways to receive
weather warnings.

Trump’s beef import plan draws criticism
from Alabama organizations, politicians

By Andrea Tinker organization.”

Rep. Rhett Marques, accounted for 10% of the

be attributed to a smaller nature.

Alabama Reflector

President Donald
Trump’s plan to import
300,000 metric tons of beef
priced under market value
drew rare rebukes from Al-
abama organizations gener-
ally supportive of him and
provided an opening for an
incumbent U.S. representa-
tive facing a difficult battle
for re-election.

Trump’s proposal, which
he said aimed to address
high beef prices, garnered
backlash from farmers and
politicians across Alabama
for having a negative im-
pact on domestic agricul-
ture.

Alabama  Cattlemen’s
Association Chief Execu-
tive Officer Erin Beasley
wrote in a statement on so-
cial media last month that
“flooding the market with
subsidized foreign beef
only discourages cattlemen
from making investments
in their operations, ulti-
mately slowing down herd
rebuilding.”

“This administration
needs to focus on poli-
cies that will encourage
herd expansion and low-
er the input costs that
have burdened the indus-
try for some time,” the
statement said. “Market
manipulation will never
be the answer, and (last
month’s) announcement
is another slap in the face
for cattlemen everywhere,
especially the more than
10,000 members in our

U.S. Rep. Shomari Fig-
ures, D-Mobile, who is
seeking re-election in a dis-
trict the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature redrew
in May to favor Republi-
cans, introduced legislation
last week that would nul-
lify the president’s proc-
lamation and prevent the
president or other elected
officials from suspending,
waiving or reducing any
tariff, fee or duty on beef
products unless Congress
moves to do so first.

“The initial reaction was
somewhat surprised that he
would be so disconnected
from the struggle that cat-
tle farmers are having right
now, that the (agriculture)
industry as a whole is hav-
ing right now,” Figures said
in an interview last week.
“But on the other hand,
we’ve seen several actions
coming out of this admin-
istration that display a sim-
ilar level of either a lack
of understanding or just
simply not caring about the
impact of their policies on
farmers.”

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Sept. 16™

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave e Philadelphia, MS 39350

Selling All Types of Construction Eq. including: Dozers,
Excavators, Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders, Backhoes, Skid
Steers, Compaction Eq.. Also selling Dump Trucks, Truck
Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Forklifts, Farm Tractors,
Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & Much More!!

601-656-9768 www.deancoauction.com
Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835
10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 and then a 3% buyers premium on the remaining balance of each lot.

Live Onsite and Online Bidding

R-Enterprise, the Republi-
can nominee for Alabama’s
2nd Congressional District,
did not make a public com-
ment on Trump’s proclama-
tion last week. A message
seeking comment was left
with Marques Friday after-
noon.

Amid the outcry, Trump
Friday afternoon signed an
executive order to make
it easier for ranchers and
farmers to process their
own beef products and sell
directly to consumers.

Certain  organizations,
such as the National Cattle-
men’s Association, are op-
posed to allowing farmers
and ranchers to sell prod-
ucts without the inspection
citing food safety concerns.

The Alabama Cattle-
men’s Association reported
in January 2026 there were
1.2 million head of cattle
and calves on Alabama
farms. Alabama Coopera-
tive Extension System re-
ported that in 2022, there
were 273,271 jobs in Ala-
bama’s food, fiber, forestry,
and green industries which

state’s workforce.

According to Federal
Reserve Economic Data,
ground beef prices first
spiked in June 2020 cost-
ing $4.74 per pound be-
fore dropping to $3.96 per
pound in December 2020.
As of July 2026, ground
beef prices are $6.86 per
pound.

Higher prices can likely

head of cattle. At the begin-
ning of the year, the USDA
reported 86.2 million head
of cattle which was down
from 86.5 million head in
January 2025.

Rick Pate, the commis-
sioner of Agriculture and
Industries, said in a state-
ment the proclamation is
“unlikely to provide lasting
relief” due to its temporary

“Demand for beef re-
mains strong during the re-
cent higher prices. If pric-
es rise too high, consumer
demand will ease leading
to price adjustments and
producers retaining more
heifers,” Pate said. “While
I understand the intent be-
hind federal actions, market
forces will ultimately deter-
mine long-term outcomes.

All'’American Building Sales

Rent to Own. No Credit Check.
Call Byron for details

256-442-1891

701 W. Grand Avenue | Rainbow City AL 35906
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as 2020, document more
than 3 million instances of
searches by customers with
Flock access in the state.

Officers or other users
from more than 180 local
governments or police de-
partments in Alabama have
searched Flock data, the re-
cords show.

Law enforcement offi-
cials have said they love
the technology, which they
claim helps them solve
crimes more often and
more efficiently.

“In a world of constant-
ly expanding technology,
Law Enforcement must
also embrace and take ad-
vantage of every avenue to
protect our communities,”
the Alabama Sheriffs As-
sociation wrote in a July
social media post. “Every
day, dare I say perhaps ev-
ery hour, these emerging
technologies lead to the ar-
rest of wanted persons, the
location of AMBER Alert
victims, and the provision
of investigative leads.”The
post said that while “there
should be proper policies
and procedures implement-
ed to protect information
and ensure security,” that
the public should refrain
from assuming the worst of
law enforcement officials:
“Be thankful and pray for
them.”

The post went viral, gar-
nering thousands of com-
ments and shares.

“Those who would give
up essential liberty, to pur-
chase a little temporary
safety, deserve neither lib-
erty nor safety,” one user
commented, quoting Ben-
jamin Franklin. A Flock
Safety blog post argued the
quote is used out of context
in debates over its products.

Research on the efficacy
of automated license plate
readers has shown the tech-
nology has limited, if any,
deterrent effect on crime.

Hesitancy over the scope
of Flock surveillance has
become Dbipartisan, even
in deeply Republican Ala-
bama. In August, influen-
tial state Sen. Arthur Orr,
R-Decatur, said he believes
there should be significant
guardrails for the technol-
ogy.
In 2021, he filed legisla-
tion that would have been
the state’s first major ef-
fort at placing limits on the
use of automated license
plate readers. The propos-
al required secure storage
of sensitive information,
required written and pub-
licized policies about the
use of ALPRs and provided
criminal penalties for any-
one convicted of misusing
collected data. The bill
passed the Alabama Senate
unanimously but died in the
House.

Orr has said that opposi-
tion from law enforcement,
who like the technology,
likely stalled the bill’s final
passage, but the legislator
said he plans to introduce
an updated bill during the
2027 legislative session.

“I have real concern, and
we’ve seen this in other ju-
risdictions, and even some
here in Alabama, where law
enforcement has used it to

illicitly snoop on whomev-
er they want to determine
their whereabouts,” Orr
said. “And that is absolute-
ly unacceptable.”

Conservative media out-
lets have covered Flock ex-
tensively, publishing news
stories and opinion pieces
with headlines like “Flock
cameras are quietly track-
ing Alabama gun owners.”

“On any given Saturday
in Alabama, a man can
leave his driveway, gas up,
run by the gun shop for
ammo, shoot all morning at
the range, and be home for
lunch,” one opinion piece
said. “He hasn’t broken
any law or bothered a soul.
And in more of our towns
than you’d guess, a camera
on a pole photographed his
truck at every stop and filed
it in a searchable database
owned by a private compa-
ny in Atlanta.”

The pole in that scenar-
io would likely be an Ala-
bama Power pole — one of
the selling points the com-
pany uses in marketing its
surveillance tech to local
governments.

The company’s website
claims it serves municipal-
ities, housing authorities,
homeowners associations,
nonprofits and businesses,
providing them with ad-
vanced security cameras,
license plate recognition,
pole access, electric ser-
vice, internet connectivity
and a warranty.

Because of its status as
the state’s largest utility, the
company says it can pro-
vide potential surveillance
clients streamlined deploy-
ment, ongoing maintenance
support, an existing infra-
structure and simplified
billing.

“We coordinate installa-
tion, connectivity and in-
frastructure needs through
a single provider,” the
website states. “We main-
tain the infrastructure and
equipment covered by the
customer agreement.”

Those customer agree-
ments between Alabama
Power and local govern-
ments, as well as the util-
ity’s own agreement with
Flock, are not publicly
disclosed in most munici-
palities, though some have
been obtained through pub-
lic records requests.

Inside Climate News ob-
tained such contracts from
multiple cities across Ala-
bama. Nearly all are iden-
tical.

Typically, cities con-
tract directly with Alabama
Power to effectively lease
the surveillance equipment
and pay for all associated
services, including electric-
ity and internet connection.
Each camera and related
services costs municipali-
ties around $250 per month,
a price that quickly adds up
in larger cities. Because
Flock costs are added to a
city’s normal utility bill, the
associated costs in smaller
towns are often paid with-
out additional scrutiny
from public officials, who
routinely approve such ex-
penses.

In 2025, Birmingham
opted to expand its part-

nership with Flock through
Alabama Power, approv-
ing a $9.7 million contract
with the utility to install
and maintain 100 cameras
and license plate readers,
adding to 330 cameras ap-
proved the year before.

Birmingham City Coun-
cil members initially voted
to delay consideration by a
week, expressing surprise
at the speed and sticker
price of the proposal from
Mayor Randall Woodfin
and Chief of Police Mi-
chael Pickett.

Council member Hunter
Williams also said he want-
ed more information about
why Alabama Power was
a necessary middle man in
the surveillance landscape.

“Obviously Flocks could
be placed wherever with
solar panels: No need for
Alabama Power,” he asked
city officials present at the
meeting. “So what do we
gain from having this con-
tract...rather than buying
them a la carte outside of
Alabama Power?”

Woodfin responded by
telling council members
that Birmingham Police
Department representatives
were in deep communica-
tion with Alabama Power
officials to collaborate on
how best to get the most
out of federal funding for
surveillance tech they had
obtained through partner-
ship with Republican U.S.
Sen Katie Britt.

Later that week, the
council held a committee
meeting that was attended
by Woodfin, Pickett, Jona-
than Bozeman, public safe-
ty manager for Alabama
Power and city council
members.

During the July 7 meet-
ing, council members ques-
tioned city officials and the
utility representative about
why the contract for sur-
veillance cameras wasn’t
placed out for a bid and
why the city was choosing
to contract with Alabama
Power instead of directly
with companies like Flock.

Woodfin and Birming-
ham’s chief financial offi-
cer Chaz Mitchell framed
the arrangement between
the city and Alabama Pow-
er as a practical and finan-
cial necessity — a con-
venient and efficient way,
they argued, for the city to
improve public safety. But
council members had ques-
tions.

“Is this a sole-source
situation,” then-Coun-
cil member Carol Clarke
asked officials. “Or is there
a way to get competition in
this process? Or not really
— because we’d still have
to have a pole use agree-
ment?”

No offer was put out for
other vendors to submit
bids, officials explained,
because the agreement fell
under a public safety ex-
ception to the public bid
law.

Council member Valerie
Abbott, who like Clarke did
not seek reelection, asked
why the charges for Flock
and other surveillance ser-
vices were part of an elec-
tric service contract.

Bozeman, the utility
representative, was care-
ful to note that Alabama
Power places charges for
surveillance on a separate
line item from charges for
electricity, which are regu-
lated by the state’s Public
Service Commission.

“Where you see the ser-
vice charge, that includes
the entire process of in-
stalling and maintaining
the camera systems,” he
said. “So that includes sub-
scriptions to the video man-
agement software, to the
license plate recognition
software. That is data plans
for the cameras to be able
to talk back to the internet
to get back to the real-time
crime center. And that is
also including an upgraded
data connection at the re-
al-time crime center for the
camera system.”

The power usage
amounts to just $3,000
a month, Bozeman said:
“The rest of that is the ser-
vice of the actual cameras.”

The camera infrastruc-
ture carries an ongoing
price tag of $2 million
a year in Birmingham,
council member Darrell
O’Quinn noted, an amount
the city hopes to recoup
from continued grant fund-
ing. But using Alabama
Power was also really the
only option logistically and
financially, according to the
city officials in the meet-
ing. The utility’s effective
control of the infrastructure
on right-of-ways would re-
quire them to be involved
in one way or another,
Mitchell said.

“It would be rather ex-
pensive” for the city to
install its own poles to
support the camera expan-
sion, Mitchell said. “We
would still have to lean on
Alabama Power to do the
install.”

“He’s being modest,”
Woodfin said of Mitchell.
“It’s cost prohibitive.”

Asked whether there had
been any formal cost analy-
sis, Woodfin said no.

Council members also
asked whether the city ex-
pected to request additional
cameras and surveillance
funding in the future. Pick-
ett said that the body could
expect many future re-
quests for money to support
these programs.

“The more cameras a
city has — the more eyes
you have — the safer it will
be,” he said. “Yes, in the fu-
ture, we will request more.”

And the city’s surveil-
lance capabilities go be-
yond license plate readers,
Pickett emphasized.

“In other areas...we’ll
have a 360-degree camera
that’s identifying what a
person is doing and good
clothing descriptions and
things of that nature,” he
said.

In response to a question
about where cameras would
be deployed across the city,
Woodfin said that Birming-
ham Police Department
and Alabama Power would
work together to determine
locations for installation.

“The beauty of this con-
versation is Alabama Pow-

er and the Birmingham Po-
lice Department have gone
really, really deep into this
partnership  relationship
and the strategic deploy-
ment of where they should
be,” Woodfin said of the
cameras.

There was no discussion
of privacy concerns around
Flock cameras.

At its next regularly
scheduled meeting, the
Birmingham City Council
approved the multi-million
dollar agreement on its
consent agenda.

Mark Linn, a nonprof-
it worker in Birmingham,
said he’s not necessarily
opposed to traffic cameras
that only record during a
violation and are accessible
to an agency like the local
department of transporta-
tion. The types of cameras
and surveillance systems
being installed across the
city where he lives and
works, though, are some-
thing different, he said.

“Where 1 think Flock
goes overboard is the fact
that it records far more than
just violations, acting in
some places like a perpetu-
al panopticon of every per-
son and vehicle that pass-
es through their coverage
area,” Linn said.

Even in Alabama, Flock
has faced significant criti-
cism after incidents of al-
leged misuse. In St. Clair
County, which borders Bir-
mingham to the northeast,
officers from two police
departments allegedly mis-
used information collected
by Flock.

In Springville, a police
officer resigned on July
8 after the department’s
chief confronted him over a
search of a family member.

In Moody, another officer
was terminated following
an internal investigation
over whether he or she had
violated the department’s
license plate reader policy.

A Washington Post in-
vestigation found 50 in-
stances of similar incidents
nationwide.

On Aug. 13, Flock Safety
announced changes to its
policies meant to address
concerns about privacy.

As part of the changes,
the company began recom-
mending that the default
retention time for collect-
ed data be limited to seven
days, down from 30 days.
The ultimate length of data
retention would still ulti-
mately be up to customers.

“Abuse of Flock tech-
nology, at any level, is un-
acceptable,” the company
said in its announcement.

Still, Linn said he’s wor-
ried about the pattern of
misuse among law enforce-
ment officials with relative-
ly easy access to sensitive
data.

“I think we’ve been ade-
quately shown that law en-
forcement can’t be trusted
with these kinds of tools,”
he said.

Residents like Linn and
Nance are also worried
about where the sensitive
information collected by
Flock cameras across the
state is shared. Records
from the sheriff’s office in

Morgan County, Alabama,
show that in the last 30
days, the county’s seven
Flock camera collected data
on more than 100,000 ve-
hicles. In the same period,
users from more than 1,000
law enforcement agencies
across the country, from
Washington State to Maine,
including the FBI, were
granted access to the coun-
ty’s data, the records show.

Morgan County is one of
only a handful of the well
over 100 Alabama agencies
with access to Flock that
chooses to publish a trans-
parency portal, a ready-to-
publish tool provided by
Flock to all its customers.

Without Alabama Power,
Nance believes that Flock’s
spread in the state would
have been a much more
gradual process.

“They made it so easy,”
Nance said. “That’s why
it’s so scary.”

Residents also have con-
cerns that cities’ contracts
with Alabama Power may
allow for the sale or sharing
of sensitive data with third
parties.

One contract between
city officials in Moody and
Alabama Power, dated Oc-
tober 2019, says that the
city “expressly agrees that
[Alabama Power Compa-
ny] may authorize the dis-
closure” of captured con-
tent to third parties “with or
without notice to customer”
in several instances includ-
ing “as allowed or required
by applicable law.”

Joh, the legal scholar
and expert on policing and
technology, said that utility
customers and residents de-
serve meaningful answers
to questions about Alabama
Power’s relationship with
surveillance  companies.
She called the arrangement
“interesting and troubling.”

“The big concern here
is the obscuring of rela-
tionships,  accountability
and costs,” Joh said. “Are
Alabama Power customers
fully aware of this rela-
tionship? Does the contract
allow for cities and their
residents to see what enti-
ties — public or private —
have access to the gathered
content? Do they have the
right to object at any point?
Was there public input at
the time these contractual
arrangements were made?
And what transparency ob-
ligations do Alabama Pow-
er or Flock have to cities
where these cameras are
installed?”

So far, the answers to
those questions are limited.
Alabama Power declined to
answer specific questions
for this story.

Linn would like to see
Alabama Power represen-
tatives and public officials
address  questions like
Joh’s.

“It is concerning that
what is ostensibly a utili-
ty company is working so
closely with unrelated third
parties and law enforce-
ment to push these cameras
on cities,” he said. “It’s a
company that already has
too much control over the
state and this ‘partnership’
is one more disturbing ex-
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ABSENTEE VOTING
NOVEMBER 3. 2026 - GENERAL
ELECTION

Qualified voters can apply for an absentee ballot that can
be cast by mail, commercial carrier or in person at the Absen-
tee Election Manager’s Office, if he or she makes application
in writing not less than five days prior to the election and
meets one of the following requirements:

A voter may cast an absentee ballot if he or she

. EXPECTS TO BE ABSENT FROM THE
COUNTY on election day

. IS ILL OR HAS A PHYSICAL DISABILITY
that prevents a voter’s personal appearance at their polling
precinct

. IS PHYSICALLY INCAPACITATED AND
WILL NOT BE ABLE TO VOTE IN PERSON BE-
CAUSE THEY CANNOT ACCESS THEIR ASSIGNED
POLLING PLACE DUE TO ONE OF THE FOLLOW-
ING DISABILITIES (neurological, musculoskeletal, re-
spiratory (including speech organs), cardiovascular, or other
life-altering disorder that affects his or her ability to perform
manual tasks, stand for any length of time, walk unassisted,
see, hear or speak) AND: (a) HE OR SHE IS AN ELDER-
LY VOTER AGED 65 OR OLDER; OR (b) HE OR SHE
ISA VOTER WITH A DISABILITY

* IS A REGISTERED ALABAMA VOTER LIVING
OUTSIDE THE COUNTY, such as a member of the
armed forces, a voter employed outside the United States,
a college student, or a spouse or child of such a person

e IS AN APPOINTED ELECTION OFFICER OR
POLL WATCHER at a polling place other than his or
her regular polling place

« EXPECTS TO WORK A REQUIRED SHIFT,
10-HOURS OR MORE, that coincides with polling
hours

e IS A CAREGIVER for a family member to the second
degree of kinship by affinity or consanguinity and the
family member is confined to his or her home

e IS CURRENTLY INCARCERATED in prison or jail
and has not been convicted of a felony involving moral
turpitude

If an absentee ballot application is delivered by U.S. mail
or by commercial carrier to the Absentee Election Manager
Office, the application must be received by the by the 7th
day prior to the election. If the absentee ballot application is
delivered in-person by the voter only to the Absentee Elec-
tion Manager, it must be received by the 5th day prior to the
election. If requested, the voter will have the opportunity to
vote in-person at the Absentee Election Manager’s Office.

Pursuant to Title 17-9-30, Code of Alabama, absentee

ballot applications must now be accompanied by a copy
of a current, valid photo identification or voter ID. unless
the voter is exempt from this identification requirement.
Failing to provide the identification will result in your
ballot becoming a provisional ballot.

Emergency Absentee Applications
» A qualified voter requiring emergency medical treatment

by a licensed physician within (5) days before an
election. The application must be signed by the physician
and returned to the Absentee Election Manager.

» A voter with a business emergency is required to apply
and vote in-person at the Absentee Election Manager’s
Office. The voter shall sign an affidavit acknowledging
that he or she was not aware of the business emergency
(5) days prior to the election.

» A caregiver for a person who requires emergency treat-
ment by a licensed physician (the voter must deliver
the application by hand to the Absentee Election Manag-
er no later than (5) days prior to the election).

* A family member to the second degree of kinship by af-
finity or consanguinity died within (5) days prior to the
election (the voter must deliver the application by hand
to the Absentee Election Manager no later than the day
prior to the election.)

Applications for absentee voting are available at any of

the following locations:
» Absentee Election Manager’s Office (Etowah Coun-

ty Circuit Clerk/Absentee Election Manager, Cassan-
dra Johnson, 801 Forrest Ave., Suite 202, Gadsden, AL
35901),

Secretary of State’s web page: www.alabamavotes.gov

» United States Armed Forces members, including spouses,
should contact their Commanding Officer for a UOCA-
VA application or may go online for assistance at www.

fvap.gov for a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA).
Separate applications for absentee ballots are required

for elections which are more than 42 days apart, except as
to individuals voting pursuant to the Federal Uniformed and

Overseas Absentee Voting Act, 42 U.S.C. 1973ff.

Multiple applications cannot be mailed in the same enve-

lope, even if the voters live at the same address.
Completed absentee applications must provide the Ala-

bama residence where the voter is registered to vote, even
if the ballot is to be mailed to another address where the
applicant voter regularly receives mail. If you have moved
and have not updated your polling place you should contact
the local Board of Registrars and update your address prior
to applying for an absentee ballot. A completed application
must be returned by the voter  (in-person) or sent by U.S.
Mail or commercial carrier.

No one, not even a family member. can return another

person’s application to the Absentee Election Office.
The absentee election manager is not permitted to give any

person access to completed and filed voter applications for
absentee ballots before the election is held. This informa-
tion is not a matter of public record until after an election. It
should be considered privileged information just the same as
voter registration applications.
The absentee election manager shall forward absentee ballots
by U.S. Mail to the applicant’s residence address or upon
written request of the voter, to the address where the voter
regularly receives mail or by handing the ballot to the voter
in-person or, in the case of medical emergency voting, to his
or her designee in-person.
Only UOCAVA voters have the option to vote electroni-
cally after submitting a UOCAVA absentee application by
mail to the Absentee Election Manager’s Office.
IMPORTANT — PLEASE READ
YOTERS MUST COMPLETE ALL REQUESTED
INFORMATION LISTED ON THE BACK OF THE
ABSENTEE VOTING AFFIDAVIT ENVELOPE
IF AVOTER’S AFFIDAVIT ENVELOPE IS NOT
SIGNED (OR MARKED WITH AN “X”), AND IF
THE AFFIDAVIT ENVELOPE HAS NOT BEEN
WITNESSED BY TWO WITNESSES (18 YEARS OF

Prior to entering
any Alabama school
or child care center,

an up-to-date

Certificate of
Immunization must
be submitted for
each child.

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

M % @ 5 m
PUBLIC

HEALTH
Vaccines
LBUNZATON )

Children

AGE OR OLDER) OR BY ANOTARY PUBLIC OR
OTHER OFFICER AUTHORIZED TO ACKNOWL-
EDGE OATHS, PRIOR TO BEING DELIVERED OR
MAILED TO THE ABSENTEE ELECTION MANAG-
ER, THE BALLOT WILL NOT BE COUNTED.
IMPORTANT DEADLINE DATES

¢ Tuesday — Sept. 7, 2026 - Absentee voting for the Gen-

eral Election begins

*  Monday - Oct. 19, 2026 — Last day to register to vote for
the General Election

e Tuesday — Oct. 27, 2026 - Last day for absentee applica-
tions to be received by mail or commercial carrier for the
General Election. (17-11-3(A))

e Thursday — Oct. 29, 2026 - Last day voters can return
their absentee application in-person and absentee vote.
No one, not even a family member, can return another
person’s application by hand, (except a medical emergen-
cy voter named designee). EMERGENCY ABSENTEE
VOTING BEGINS — (Voter must meet the qualifications
required for an emergency absentee ballot

*  Monday — Nov. 2, 2026 - Last day a voter may hand-de-
liver his or her absentee ballot to the AEM. No one, not
even a family member, can return another person’s bal-
lot, (except a medical emergency voter named designee)
EMERGENCY ABSENTEE VOTING ENDS

TUESDAY. NOV. 3. 2026 — GENERAL ELECTION
DAY

* Mailed ballots must be received by mail or commercial
carrier to the AEM, no later than (NOON) this date

* Voted medical emergency ballots delivered by the voter’s
designee, must be received no later than NOON today

* Last day for military and other UOCAVA voters in the
general election to postmark an absentee ballot returned
by mail to the AEM

Absentee voting applications are available at the
Etowah County Judicial Building — 1st floor — Circuit
Clerk’s Office/Absentee Voting Elections or online at

www.alabamavotes.gov or etowah.alacourt.gov.

Physical and Mailing address:
Cassandra Johnson, Circuit Clerk/Absentee Election Mgr.

Etowah County Judicial Building — 1st Floor

801 Forrest Avenue, Suite 202

Gadsden, AL 35901
E-mail Address: cassandra.johnson@alacourt.gov
Office Hours: Monday — Friday (except holidays)
8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. (open during lunch)

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

1-800-458-7214
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Saint James Catholic School named
National Beta School of Merit

On Sept. 4, the Diocese of
Birmingham announced that
Saint James Catholic School
has been recognized as a
2025-2026 National Beta
School of Merit.

The National Beta School
of Merit award is given to
honor a club’s dedication
and commitment to academ-
ic excellence. To achieve this
honor, a school must include
members from all eligible
grade levels in their Beta
club. This year, 6,103 clubs
across the country received
this award.

In a congratulatory letter
to the school, Bobby Hart,

CEO of National Beta, said,
“Thank you for your contin-
ued support of National Beta
and commitment to develop-
ing future leaders!”

“We are incredibly proud
to receive this recognition
as a National Beta School
of Merit,” Kierra Porter,
the Beta Club Sponsor at
St. James, stated. “This
honor is especially mean-
ingful because our students
are challenged by a rigor-
ous academic curriculum,
with many of our Beta Club
members already working a
grade level ahead in various
subjects.”

“They balance these ac-
ademic expectations with
extracurricular activities,
service and leadership re-
sponsibilities, while also
smoothly orchestrating sev-
eral of our school’s major
events throughout the year.
Their ability to excel in the
classroom while remaining
actively involved in the life
of our school speaks vol-
umes about their dedication,
character, and leadership.
This recognition is a true
reflection of the hard work
of our Beta students and the
teachers and families who
continually support and en-

courage them.”

With more than 500,000
active members from grade 4
to grade 12 and 14,000 clubs
nationally and international-
ly, National Beta has become
the nation’s largest indepen-
dent, non-profit, educational
youth organization. National
Beta recognizes outstand-
ing achievement, promotes
character and social respon-
sibility, encourages service
involvement to school and
community and fosters lead-
ership skills. Visit betaclub.
org for more information.

Catalyst Church to host free training
presented by Gadsden State PD

Catalyst Community Church will
host a free Church Safety Class
from 8 a.m. to noon Sept. 12 at
1707 Reid Circle in Glencoe. The
training will be presented by the
Gadsden State Community College
Police & Public Safety Department.

The class is designed for church
security and safety teams, church
leaders, staff members, volunteers
and others who play a role in pro-
tecting their congregations.

The training will focus on prac-
tical strategies churches can use
to strengthen safety and prepared-
ness. Topics will include situation-
al awareness, prevention, securi-
ty-team organization, identifying
potential concerns, emergency re-
sponse and preparing for critical
incidents.

“Churches should be places
where people can worship and fel-

lowship while feeling safe and se-
cure,” said Chief Jay Freeman of
the Gadsden State police depart-
ment. “Our goal with this class is
to provide churches with practical
knowledge, resources and train-
ing that will help them strengthen
safety, improve preparedness and
respond confidently when it mat-
ters most. A well-trained team that
understands what to look for, how
to communicate and how to respond
can make a tremendous difference
during an emergency.”

The class also will give church
security teams from throughout the
area an opportunity to share ideas,
discuss best practices and strength-
en relationships with law enforce-
ment and other churches in the
community.

There is no cost to attend. Snacks
and water will be provided. Partici-

pants are encouraged to wear com-
fortable clothing and bring a pen
and notebook.

Registration is limited, and
church security and safety teams
are encouraged to attend together.

Cost: Free
Registration and information
Mike Osborne
Catalyst Community Church
mikeosborne601@gmail.com
Emily Feemster Coggins
Gadsden State Police & Pub-
lic Safety Department
256-549-8611
efcoggins@gadsdenstate.edu
Space is limited. Interested
participants are encouraged
to register as soon as possible.

Good Witch/Bad Witch flies into Jax
State’s Randy Owen Center on Oct. 4

Jax State’s Randy Owen

stunning vocals, Broadway

er actress.

She has also

Kristin Chenoweth in her

Center for the Performing
Arts (ROC) announced that
“Good Witch/Bad Witch”
will be performed on Sun-
day, Oct. 4, at 7 p.m.

The performance will
feature Broadway’s Alli
Mauzey and Dee Rosc-
ioli, both of whom have
donned the pink and green
as Glinda and Elphaba in
the Broadway company of
“Wicked.” “Good Witch/
Bad Witch” has thrilled au-
diences coast to coast with

classics and playful banter.

Mauzey and Roscioli
will be joined by Jackson-
ville State University stu-
dents, faculty and commu-
nity members to perform
songs from “Wicked” and
other well-known musicals.

Roscioli is best known
for her portrayal of Elpha-
ba in the smash Broadway
hit, “Wicked.” She holds
the distinction of having
performed the role of El-
phaba more than any oth-

performed in “Death Be-
comes Her,” “Titanique,”
“The Cher Show,” “Fiddler
on the Roof)” “Cats” and
more.

Mauzey most recently
starred on Broadway as
Pattie in the Tony Award
Winning Best Musical,
“Kimberly Akimbo.” Other
Broadway credits include
“Hello, Dolly!,” “Cry-ba-
by” and “Hairspray.” She
also appeared as a special
guest performer opposite

Broadway residency: “For
the Girls.”

Tickets for “Good Witch/
Bad Witch” range from $35
to $55 and are available for
purchase at jsu.edu/roc.

Jax State will also host
a master class on campus
with Roscioli and Mauzey
for students from through-
out the region. For more in-
formation about the master
class, please contact Katie
Burns at krburns@jsu.edu.
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Now in its Next Generation.
256-442-6360
www.rainbowmonument.com
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Community

Recurring Events

Gadsden Farmers Market

* Where: Mort Glosser Amphitheater - 90 Walnut
Street, Gadsden
* When: Friday from § a.m. to 1 p.m.

Glencoe Farmers Market

» Where: Glencoe Police Department - 201
Chastain Boulevard West, Glencoe
* When: Thursdays 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Hokes Bluff Farmers Market

* Where: Hokes Bluff City Hall - 3301 Alford
Bend Road, Hokes Bluff
* When: Monday from 7 to 11 a.m.

Attalla Farmers Market

e Where: 3rd Street Northwest & 5th Ave.
Northwest, Attalla
e When: Thursday 12 to 5 p.m.

Rainbow City Community
Market

» Where: Rainbow City Hall - 3700 Rainbow
Drive, Gadsden

* When: Monday and Wednesday from 7 a.m. to
12 p.m.

Useless Trivia at Back Forty
* Where: Back Forty - 200 North 6th

Street, Gadsden
* When: Thursday at 7 p.m.

Bingo Night at Pique Nique

¢ Where: 1 River Road, Gadsden
e When: Friday at 7 p.m.

Bingo Night AJs
Neighborhood Bar and Grill

* Where: 1582 Highway 77, Southside
* When: Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Open Mic Night at Blackstone
Pub

e Where: 525 Broad Street, Gadsden
* When: Wednesday 7 to 10 p.m.

Monthly
North East Alabama
Genealogical Society Meeting

* Where: Nichols Memorial Library - corner of
Dwight Avenue and Cabot Avenue, Alabama
City

* When: Second Saturday at 10 a.m.

Music Trivia Night at Baja
Rainbow City

Name that Tune Trivia hosted by Jason Bozeman
* Where: Baja California Grill - 110 Sutton
Bridge Rd. Rainbow City
* When: Second Thursday from 6 to 8 p.m.

ALENDAR

Gadsden Hamfest 2026

e Where: The Venue at Coosa Landing -
201 George Wallace Drive, Gadsden
e When: 8 am.to 1 p.m.

Sept. Pathos and Pigment Sept.
12 Workshop 18

¢ Where: The Coffee Bar - 232 Broad
Street, Gadsden
* When: 12 to 2 p.m.

Gourd and Glaze
Workshop

¢ Where: The Coffee Bar - 532 Broad
Street, Gadsden,
* When:12 to 2 p.m.

Sept. Scary Stories and Sept.
13 Snacks 19

e Where: Rainbow City Recreation
Ctr. - 4412 Rainbow Drive, RBC
e When:3to5 p.m.

Sweet Southern Sass 2026
Pageant

Sept. A Taste of Northeast Sept.
15 Alabama 20

* Where: The Venue at Coosa Landing -
201 George Wallace Drive, Gadsden
* When: 5to7 p.m.

e Where: The Venue at Coosa Landing -
201 George Wallace Drive, Gadsden
* When:10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sweeney Todd Hosted by
Theatre of Gadsden

e Where: Wallace Hall - 1001 George
Wallace Drive, Gadsden
* When:2:30 to 4 p.m.

sept.  Advancing Women to the | Sert
17 Top Conference 25

e Where: The Venue at Coosa Landing -
201 George Wallace Drive, Gadsden
e When: 9 a.m. to 3:30p.m.

Hokes Bluff City Fest and
Cruise-In Car Show

e Where: 3301 Alford Bend Road,
Hokes Bluff
* When: 9 am. to 10 p.m

Sept. Little Black Dress Sept.
17 Affair 2026 26

e Where: Gadsden Country Club - 1884
Rainbow Drive, Gadsden
e When: 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Sept. Gadsden Symphony Sept. 62nd Annual Midsouth
17 Orchestra Concert 26 Marching Band Festival
e Where:Titan Stadium - 1917 Black
e Where: 501 Broad St, Gadsden Creek Parkway, Gadsden
* When: 6to 7 p.m. e When: 11:30 a.m, to 5 p.m.
Sept. Black Jacket Sept. Gadsden Gun & Knife
17 Symphony-Pink Floyd | 26 Show

e Where: Mort Glosser Amphitheater,
- 90 Walnut Street, Gadsden
e When: 7 to 10 p.m.

e Where: The Venue at Coosa Landing
- 201 George Wallace Drive, Gadsden
e When: 9 am.to Sp.m.

Sept. Alabama Wine Sept. Footprint on the Sky -
18 Festival 77  Storyteller by Dolores
e Where: Noccalula Falls Park - 1500 HydOCk

Noccalula Road, Gadsden
e When: 5 to9 p.m.

e Where: Trinity Presbyterian Church
- 1003 Albert Rains Blvd., Gadsden
e When: 2:30 p.m.

Sept. The Raid on Little Oct. Highway 411 Yard Sale
18 General’s Farm Civil War | |
Reenactment * Where: Highway 411 - US-411,

Rainbow City

« Where: 5535 Old Gallant Road * When: 7a.m. to 5 p.m.

Taste of the Town Food Truck
Festival

* Where: Southside City Hall - 2255 Alabama
77, Southside
» When: Second Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.

Third Thirsty Thursday at the
Stone Market

e Where: 120 Chestnut Street, Gadsden
* When: Third Thursday of the month from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m.

sept.  Gadsden’s Beautification
11 Board Annual 9/11
Memorial Service

¢ Downtown Gadsden - Broad St,
Gadsden,
* When: 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.

PAS TOR
CHuuversary

Honoring

Pastor Roderick and Lady Nakeya Thomas
MOUNT PILGRIM BAPTIST CHURCH

408 N. 9" Street, Gadsden, AL. 35901

11:00 AM ~ oK N 3:00 PM
Guest Church (/ELE[%RVAT" I Q] Guest Church
Galilee Baptist Church I /'I \/ E }\ RS Fellowship Baptist Church

Guest Pastor Dewayne Keith Guest Pastor Scottie Rice

Sept. Downtown Attalla Fall
11 Open House

e Where: Downtown Attalla - 5th Ave
NW & 4th St NW, Attalla
e When: 10 am. to 5 p.m.

Sept. Pathways Local Artisan
12 and Food Truck

e Where: The Tabernacle - 1301 S
11th Street, Gadsden
e When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sept. Fear Circus

12

¢ Where: Pitman Theater - 629 Broad
Street, Gadsden
e When: 8 to 9:30 p.m.

\ P PY

BIRTHDAY

nda James| 11 SEPTEMBER
Love, Mama (S Frog)
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Welcome
to the
Library

At 7:30 a.m. on Monday, Aug. 31, I re-
ceived the kind of phone call no library
director ever wants to get.

Amy McCary, our Circulation Man-
ager and normally the first staff member
to arrive each morning, was calling me
from the Gadsden Public Library. She
was crying.

“The library has been destroyed,” she
told me. Those were her words, and at
that moment, she had every reason to be-
lieve them.

When our Saturday crew had closed
the library at 2 p.m. on Aug. 29, ev-
erything was normal. But sometime af-
ter they left, a copper plumbing fixture
known as a water hammer arrestor failed
above the men’s public restroom near our
Children’s Department. The fitting had
rusted through and fallen from a plastic
water line, allowing clean water to spray
at high pressure for what we now esti-
mate was more than 20 hours.

By the time Amy arrived Monday
morning, water had spread across much
of the first floor and flooded the entire
basement.

I live only a few blocks from the li-
brary, so I quickly dressed and arrived at
7:45 a.m. Amy and I located the failed
arrestor on the restroom floor, and I im-
mediately called Terry “TR” Rinault
with the City of Gadsden Maintenance
Department. TR sent two members of his

From flooded floors to open doors

crew right away, and they shut off the li-
brary’s main water supply near College
Street.

Then came the part every librarian
dreads: standing in a building filled with
water and wondering where to begin.

The flooding affected our main Circu-
lation area and roughly half of the first
floor, including the section where our
biography and nonfiction collections
are located. And, as water tends to do, it
found the lowest point. The entire base-
ment was flooded.

Yet in the middle of an awful situation
came one enormous blessing: our main
book collections were unharmed.

Our shelving keeps the books approxi-
mately two feet above the floor, and that
simple fact made an extraordinary dif-
ference. The Children’s Department was
also spared, and the books that form the
heart of our library collection remained
safe.

Once the water was turned off, there
was no time to stand around. Sleeves
were rolled up, pant legs were raised, and
the cleanup began.

TR contacted Dallas Plumbing and
they were at the library by 8:30 a.m. to
fix and replace the arrestor. The library’s
water was then turned on with no further
issues.

TR also called ProClean Services of
Rainbow City, and their response was
immediate. By 9:30 a.m., on-site manag-
ers Zack Lancaster and Chris Kerzic had
assessed the situation and quickly rec-
ognized the scale of the problem. They
called in additional crews and equip-
ment, and soon the building was filled
with water vacuums, industrial fans and
dehumidifiers.

For the remainder of the week—and
throughout the Labor Day weekend—the
library became a massive drying opera-
tion.

Travelers Insurance has had adjusters
on site, working with Stacey Spurling in
the City of Gadsden’s Risk Management
Department. Mayor Craig Ford and Tena
King from the Mayor’s Office have also
been involved from the very first day,
helping us work through the many details
that come with an emergency of this size.

I cannot say enough about my library
staff.

Everyone has adapted, pitched in and
continued working under conditions that
have been anything but normal. “Dis-
combobulated” may be the best word to
describe us right now, but our staff has
handled the disruption with patience,
professionalism and a wonderful sense
of teamwork.

We are also deeply indebted to TR
and the City of Gadsden Maintenance
crew, and especially to Zack, Chris and
the entire ProClean Services team. Their
expertise, quick response and hard work
have been nothing short of remarkable.
The transformation they have accom-
plished in just over a week is difficult to
describe unless you saw the building that
Monday morning.

And now, thankfully, we get to reopen.

After being closed last week, the Gads-
den Public Library will reopen to the
public Tuesday, September 8§, at 9 a.m.

Things will not look exactly normal.
Our front desk will be temporary. Some
staff members will be working from dif-
ferent offices and desks while damaged
areas are repaired and replaced. There
will still be fans, equipment, inconve-

nience and plenty of work ahead.

Realistically, it may take 30 to 60 days
before everything is completely back to
normal.

But we are getting there.

A week ago, standing in several inch-
es of water and looking at a flooded
basement, it was difficult to imagine
reopening so quickly. Today, thanks to
an extraordinary response from city em-
ployees, cleanup professionals, insur-
ance representatives and our own library
staff, the ending to this story is looking
much better than the beginning.

This is certainly not how I planned to
begin the second year of my Messenger
column.

But perhaps there is a lesson in that,
too.

Libraries are more than books, shelves
and buildings. They are people. And
when something goes wrong, it is people
— working together, responding quickly
and refusing to be defeated — who make
all the difference.

We have a long way to go.

But the doors will be open Tuesday
morning.

And after the week we have had, that
feels pretty wonderful.

* Gadsden Public Library: 254 South
College Street, downtown Gadsden
(next to the U.S. Post Office). Phone:
256-549-4699

* Genealogy Branch: 2700 West
Meighan Boulevard, Alabama City
(next to the Ritz Theater at the
corner of West Meighan and Wall
Street). Phone: 256-549-4688

Craig Scott is the director for the GPL.

Grief doesn’t follow

One of the most common misconcep-
tions about grief is that, given enough
time, we should eventually be “over it.”
We sometimes expect grief to follow a
predictable path: we experience a loss,
go through a difficult period and gradu-
ally return to normal.

But grief rarely works that way.

When someone we love dies, our lives
change. We may adjust to that change,
but adjusting is very different from for-
getting or no longer missing the person.
Grief doesn’t have an expiration date and
there is no point on the calendar when
we are supposed to be finished with it.

In the early days after a death, grief
may feel overwhelming. There are funer-
al arrangements, family members com-
ing and going and countless decisions to
make. Friends call, neighbors bring food
and people frequently check in.

Then life begins moving again.

Other people return to work and their
normal routines. The phone rings less
often. The casseroles stop arriving. Yet

the grieving person may just be begin-
ning to understand the reality of the loss.

Sometimes the hardest moments come
weeks or even months later.

Grief can also appear when we least
expect it. A song on the radio, a famil-
iar smell or finding an old photograph
can suddenly bring back emotions we
thought we had worked through. Birth-
days, holidays, anniversaries and family
celebrations can be particularly difficult.
Even happy occasions such as weddings,
graduations or the birth of a baby can
carry sadness because someone import-
ant is missing.

This doesn’t mean we are moving
backward.

Grief isn’t a straight line. You may
have several good weeks and then sud-
denly have a difficult day. You may
laugh with friends and genuinely enjoy
yourself, then cry in the car on the way
home. Both experiences can exist to-
gether.

We also need to be careful about com-

a timeline

paring grief. One person may return to
work quickly while another struggles
for months. Some people want to talk
about the person who died while others
are more private. Some cry easily while
others rarely cry at all. There isn’t one
correct way to grieve.

If you are supporting someone who
has experienced a death, remember that
support is often needed long after the fu-
neral. Check in a month later. Remem-
ber the anniversary of the loss. Don’t be
afraid to mention the person who died.
Many grieving people appreciate hear-
ing their loved one’s name and knowing
that others remember them too.

And if you are grieving, give yourself
permission to have difficult days. You
don’t have to meet someone else’s ex-
pectations about how long grief should
last.

Over time, grief often changes. The
pain may become less constant and
memories may eventually bring more
comfort than sadness. We learn how to

-

Mindful
Moment

Carrie Halladay

carry the loss while continuing to live
our lives.

Perhaps that’s a better way to think
about healing after a death. The goal
isn’t to “get over” someone we loved.
It’s learning how to move forward while
still carrying a piece of them with us.

There is no deadline for that.

Carrie Halladay is a Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor and the owner of
Halladay Counseling in Gadsden. She
earned her Master of Science in Coun-
seling from Jacksonville State Universi-
tyin 2002.

Arraveying

Tabitha Bozeman

As our country remembers 9/11 this
week, I am reminded of the seasonal na-
ture of love and loss and remembrance,
and how universal loss is to the human
experience. This has been a season of
remembrance, and today is a day for
remembrance. All of my children were
born post 9/11, but I was a college stu-
dent. I will always remember where I
was when I first heard the news, and how
I watched the coverage all day. Classes
were cancelled, people were checking on
friends and family who were travelling
that day, and no one had any answers yet.

Days like today ask us to do more
than just remember where we were when
something happened, though. They ask
us to move past the spectacle aspect of

Love, loss and remembrance

catastrophe, loss and tragedy. Remem-
brance is more than recalling a moment
in time. Instead, it asks us to pause and
give of our most finite resource: time.
Moments in memoriam ask us to con-
sciously choose to recall an event, a per-
son, a moment or emotion and to fully
immerse ourselves in that memory not as
a trick of nostalgia, but as a discipline
of remembrance. Many works of litera-
ture are focused, in one way or another,
on remembrance: on loss, avoiding loss,
recovering from loss, reimagining life
after loss and on remembrance. On the
latter, Merwin tells us that “what you re-
member saves you.”

Bonhoeffer says “There is nothing that
can replace the absence of someone dear
to us, and one should not even attempt to
do so. One must simply hold out and en-
dure it. At first that sounds very hard, but
at the same time it is also a great com-
fort. For to the extent the emptiness truly
remains unfilled one remains connected
to the other person through it. . .the more

beautiful and full the remembrances, the
more difficult the separation. But grati-
tude transforms the torment of memory
into silent joy. One bears what was love-
ly in the past not as a thorn but as a pre-
cious gift deep within, a hidden treasure
of which one can always be certain.”

I know that for many losses in my life,
time has never completely taken away
the pain, but it has made me able to be
glad of this aspect of loss Bonhoeffer
describes: the loss and pain still sneak
up, but in time it becomes a poignant
and bittersweet reminder of how much
I loved the person, rather than memories
only registering the stark shock of the
loss. Virginia Woolf ponders how “the
beauty of the world which is so soon to
perish, has two edges, one of laughter,
one of anguish, cutting the heart asun-
der,” acknowledging that both love and
loss coexist in our experience of life.
Woolf also views remembrance as a
creative act, one that redeems loss by
building something new from it. This is

a beautiful way to think about personal
and public losses. Tragedy on the scale
of 9/11 is something we will hopefully
never experience again, collectively, as
a country. Holding the memory of it and
marking time’s passing through remem-
brance of that day is a reminder that we
can survive tragedy, come together to
make it through the tunnel of loss and
grief, and move forward to reimagine
life after loss. It is also an opportunity
for truly feeling the magnitude of loss
others worldwide are experiencing due
to natural disasters, war and hunger. We
have witnessed our own loss, and when
we spare a moment for remembrance we
have the opportunity to create something
new from tragedy: a new way of viewing
the universality of loss and looking for
ways to be kind to others knowing it is
part of our human experience.

Tabitha Bozeman is an instructor
at GSCC. Email at tabithabozeman@
gmail.com.

City dynamite

The heaviest dynamite explosion in-
side the city limits of Gadsden occurred
at the Hammond Iron Ore Mines at the
point of Shinbone Ridge on Tuscaloosa
Avenue, near the T.A.& G. Railroad, one
night in 1908.

It was caused by a fire in the machin-
ery room at the mouth of the mine, the
explosion coming just before the arriv-
al of the firemen. A few minutes later it
killed two firemen.

It was said at the time, the company
kept its main stock of dynamite half a
mile away in Owl Hollow. Each day
just enough for the day’s operation was
brought to the mine.

The blast completely destroyed the
machine shop and almost shattered the
commissary building just across the
street. The watchman was killed, and
several others in the neighborhood were
hurt.

A peculiar feature was the effect the
blast had up town. Every second story
window on Broad Street from Fourth to
Fifth streets was shattered, and the glass
fell outward to the sidewalks. One could
not walk anywhere on either side with-
out stepping on pieces of glass.

In the 1980s, a new steel cell block
was installed in the old county jail on
Chestnut Street between Second and
Third streets.

On an order from the county com-
missioners, the builders added a narrow
steel cage where a man could not sit
down or lie down. It provided a form of
punishment that was extremely cruel.
Six officers put the first prisoner into the
cell, which was a difficult task since the
offender was a large husky and obstrep-
erous youth.

He had been jailed for stabbing his
wife and for a battle with other men

blast and wondering thoughts

during a neighborhood row.

After a sharp struggle he was finally
caged, and that night he was like an en-
raged animal.

After two days and nights of torture,
he quieted down and promised to behave
as long as he remained in jail. He kept
that promise and, peculiarly enough,
started to reform.

He said that his one ambition was to
become a bartender, and that wish was
finally realized once he left prison. After
that, he became a policeman and ended
his career as a petty bootlegger.

At that same time in a different area of
town, a one-legged man named George
Blake kept a knife rack on the vacant lot
on Chestnut Street for many years and
eked out a living at it.

He got the idea from the First Street
carnival to appear here. Day and night,
in all sorts of weather, George ran that

-

Looking\
at the
History

old knife rack. His chief customers were
boys who spent much of their spare cash
in trying to throw wooden rings around
the cheap knives stuck into the board.
Another one-legged man who made
a precarious living on that lot was Ben.
That was the name he went by the time
he was in business. He operated what
would now be called a sandwich shop
and his specialty was tripe sandwiches.

Contact The Vagabond at dkcrown@
bellsouth.net.
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We moved our motorhome this week! It
was time.

Work-camping at our last stop was a
blessing for working out the RV kinks
and saving money, but our bodies don’t
bounce back from manual labor like they
used to. Plus, a new project needs our full
attention — so away we went.

Our new spot is everything I pictured
simple living to be: nestled in shade,
surrounded by trees, with our floral rug
finally lying flat. We have a proper pic-
nic table holding my late mother-in-law’s
pothos, flanked by memory wind chimes,
and our favorite hand-painted slate shin-
gle. (When we went nomadic, I used paint
thinner to update “Established 1994” to
“2025”— I’ll repaint it if we ever move
back to brick and mortar!)

The curtains stay open, letting in light—
expanding the view. And our pup loves
watching birds from his cozy bed as I
enjoy my morning Costa Rican coffee at
the picnic table before teaching. We are
officially happy campers!

While packing up the ranch, I ran into
the infamous fuel can — the one behind

Gas can grace

my recent “chemical peel” (church-speak
for my brush pile explosion). *See August
18th's edition.

Honestly, it stopped me in my tracks.
But as I stood there staring at that red
plastic mistake, the Lord connected an-
other spiritual dot.

It was brought home this past Sunday

when we sang “Light a Fire” by David
Leonard at church. The title alone was a
little too on the nose for me! But it was the
chorus that resonated deeply:
“Light a fire that the world can’t burn out
Fan the flame ‘til nothing between us re-
mains. My life is an altar to You. Breathe
again on the embers that burn in my heart.
A love taken back to the start. My life is
an altar to You.”

It reminded me of how easily our hu-
man hearts grow cold in the busyness of
life. Even as believers who deeply love
Jesus, we let good and necessary things
quietly pull us away from the Source of
Holy Fire.

Looking back on how haphazardly I
grabbed that red can, I remember feeling
completely confident. I thought it was
diesel — just a slow, steady burn to get
things moving. Instead, it was gasoline,
and it blew up right in my face. Remem-
bering my singed eyebrows and burning
skin, it hit me: how often do I do the exact
same thing spiritually?

When my heart feels heavy or deplet-
ed, I reach for the nearest quick fix — a
bag of chips, my own stubborn willpower,
a late-night TV binge, a passing compli-
ment or endless scrolling. I convince my-
self these little substitutes will give me the
boost I need. But just like that gas can,
every self-made spark backfires, leaving
me right back where 1 started — remind-
ed that only Jesus, through prayer and His
Word, can sustain real Fire in me.

In Leviticus 6, Yahweh gave Moses spe-
cific instructions for Aaron and the priests
regarding their daily duties. They were to
maintain the altar fire continuously: “Fire
shall be kept burning on the altar continu-
ally; it shall not go out” (Leviticus 6:13).
Later in Leviticus 9, God Himself provid-
ed the initial spark with Supernatural Fire.
It wasn’t the priests’ job to manufacture
the flame, but to faithfully tend, feed, and
preserve what God had already given.

Keeping that Divine Fire alive required
daily human effort — clearing away ash-
es, stacking fresh wood each morning,
and arranging the offerings. Under the
New Covenant, we no longer bring ani-
mal sacrifices to a tabernacle. Jesus ful-
filled the ultimate, once-for-all sacrifice,
and the Holy Spirit came down as tongues
of fire at Pentecost to dwell within us.

Today, our lives are the altar. We don’t
have to manufacture the flame, but we are

called to daily “fan into flame” the gift of
the Spirit through prayer, Scripture, and
simple (and not so simple) surrender.

So as you navigate your own busy
week, take a look at what you’re reaching
for when you feel weary or like your heart
has grown cold. Are you trying to throw
gasoline on a fading spark with quick
worldly fixes, or are you laying down
fresh wood at the feet of the One who kin-
dled the flame? Let’s commit to tending
the altar of our hearts today — because
He is endlessly worthy of a fire that never
goes out.

Let’s pray: Father God, Yahweh, for-
give us for the times we have turned to
quick fixes, human willpower, and world-
ly distractions to fill the empty places in
our hearts. Thank You for sending Jesus
as the ultimate sacrifice and placing Your
Holy Spirit within us as an unquenchable
flame. Teach us to daily tend the altar of
our lives. Fan into flame the gift of Your
Spirit within us so that our hearts become
a place where worship, love, and sweet
incense rise to you day and night, night
and day.

Amen.

Fan the Flame, Friends!

Connect with Bost on social media plat-
forms by searching for “Sandra Mullins
Bost.”

Don’t throw it away

There are moments in a football game
when throwing the ball away is the smart-
est thing a quarterback can do. The pock-
et collapses, defenders are closing in, and
instead of taking a sack or forcing a bad
pass, he throws it out of bounds and lives
to play another down. That may be good
football. But in life, that can be dangerous
theology. Because pressure has a way of
making us want to throw things away, too.

When the marriage gets difficult, we
want to throw it away. When the job be-
comes frustrating, we want to walk away.
When ministry gets exhausting, we ques-
tion whether it is worth it. When people
disappoint us, we start reconsidering re-
lationships. And when we have prayed,
cried and waited longer than we ever ex-
pected, we can even become tempted to
throw away our confidence in God. That is
exactly why Hebrews 10:35 says, “So do
not throw away your confidence; it will be
richly rewarded.”

Notice what Scripture does not say.
It does not say, “Don’t lose your confi-
dence.” It says, “Don’t throw it away.”

There is a difference. You can lose some-
thing accidentally. Throwing something
away is a decision. It means you have de-
cided it is no longer worth carrying. And I
wonder how many times we have blamed
the enemy for stealing something that dis-
appointment convinced us to throw away
ourselves.

Before the writer of Hebrews tells these
believers to hold on, he tells them to re-
member. These were not people who had

never trusted God. They had already suf-
fered. They had already been mistreated.
They had already taken some hits and
remained faithful. Their problem was not
that they had never trusted God. They
were getting tired of trusting God.

Maybe you understand that feeling. You
still love God. You still believe. You are
just tired. But before you make a perma-
nent decision because of temporary ex-
haustion, remember.

Remember what God has already
brought you through. Remember the
prayer he already answered. Remember
the door he opened. Remember the season
you thought would break you. Remember
the nights you did not know how you were
going to make it and, somehow, you are
still here.

Sometimes you have to look backward
long enough to find the faith to keep mov-
ing forward. Don’t let today’s pressure
make you forget yesterday’s faithfulness.

Then Hebrews 10:36 tells us what we
need: “You need to persevere so that when
you have done the will of God, you will
receive what he has promised.”

It does not say you need more talent.
More money. More connections. Another
miracle. You need endurance.

That may not sound exciting, but some
seasons are not won by being impressive.
They are won simply by staying faithful.
You do not have to be the fastest to finish.
You just have to keep going.

Here is the difficult part: Scripture says
that after doing the will of God, they still

BEANS & GREENS

Southern Buffet Cooking

10:30 AM - 8 PM
Open Sunday
10:30 AM - 3 PM

Open Wednesday - Saturday

Closed Monday and Tuesday

256-492-3267

10294 Centre Rd. Gadsden, AL. 35903

blackstonepubandeatery.com

had to wait.

We have created an idea of faith that
says if we obey God, everything should
immediately work out. But you can obey
and still wait. You can pray and still wait.
You can serve, give, believe and still wait.
There is often a space between obedience
and fulfillment. That space is called endur-
ance.

Waiting does not mean God has for-
gotten you. A delayed testimony does not
mean a denied promise. Sometimes the
greatest test of faith is not whether you be-
lieve God can do it, but whether you can
trust him when he has not done it yet. That
is fourth-quarter faith.

Everybody has energy at kickoff. But
the fourth quarter reveals what is really
inside you. You are tired. You have taken
some hits. The original game plan may
have changed. Things did not happen the
way you expected. But the game is not
over.

Hebrews 10:39 declares, “But we do not
belong to those who shrink back.”

In other words: They Ain’t Like Us!

We do not abandon everything God has
built because one quarter got difficult. We
believe. We endure. We keep going.

So ask yourself this week: What am 1
tempted to throw away simply because
I'm tired? Your confidence? Your call-
ing? Your marriage? Your ministry? Your
dream? Your commitment? Your expecta-
tion that God is still going to do what he
said?

Before you throw it away, look at how

N
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Shawn Blackmon

much ground you have already covered.
You have survived too much. Prayed too
much. Grown too much. Seen God do too
much to throw away your confidence now.

Welcome to the fourth quarter.

You may be tired, but keep going. You
may take another hit, but keep going. You
may have to adjust the game plan, but keep
going. When you can only take one more
step, take one more step. You’ve gained
too much ground to throw it away now.

Let’s Pray

Father, when I am tired, remind me
that tired does not mean finished. When
pressure tells me to quit, remind me of
everything you have already brought me
through. Give me endurance when I can-
not see the promise yet. Help me trust your
timing and hold tightly to my confidence
in you. I refuse to shrink back. I refuse to
throw away what you have placed in me.
Give me strength to take another step,
keep believing and finish faithfully. In Je-
sus’ name, amen.

Walk in grace. Stand in truth. Live
blessed.

Pastor Shawn Blackmon serves as the
Lead Pastor of UNITY Church in Attalla,

Open at 11 a.m.
7 days a week!

Located at
525 Broad Street

Downtown Gadsden

2 Locations to Serve You!

711 E. Meighan Blvd., Gadsden, AL 35903

3003 2nd Street, Rainbow City, 35901

www.familysavingscu.com

MAIN OFFICE

256-543-9530
RAINBOW CITY

256-413-0900
888-311-3728

Federally Insured by NCUA

256-492-2244

HOME OWNED & OPERATED

THREE ETOWAH COUNTY LOCATIONS

East Gadsden Attalla Gadsden
Meighan Blvd. &  Corner of Hwy Corner of 6th
Piedmont Cut-Off 77 & Hwy 11 & Walnut St.

256-538-7412 256-547-2528

NEW LOCATION
IN SOUTHSIDE
COMING SOON!

116 Industrial Drive, Steele, AL 35981

196 dusiral Drve,Steoln, AL 35967
256-458-6070

“The Lord is my Light and my Salvation;
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

- Psalm 27:1

256-538-5850

Atthe Corner of Hwy 77 & Hwy 11
in Attalla inside Johnson’s Giant Foods

RICK’S

Discount Drugs of Attalla

DRIVE THRU WINDOW

Open:

Mon. - Fri: 8 am. - 6 p.m.
Sat. 8 am. - 2 p.m.
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FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 11 & 12

LIMIT 1 TRANSACTION PER ITEM PER VALUCARD PER DAY.
DISCOUNT TAKEN AS A COUPON. CUSTOMER PAYS SALES TAX.

nets 31999
2 Day 9 500

200 37 493

Mix or match any five specially marked
meat items for $14.99 after $5 discount

and your ValuCard.
Limit 2 per ValuCard

discount and your ValuCard.
Limit 2 per ValuCard

Selected Varieties Selected Varieties

Hot Bar Meal In-Store Made Bar S Bologna
Includes Entree, 9“"2 Sushi g‘g or Franks ahéms
2 Sides and a Roll Each 12 Oz.

DIETITIAN’S

DIETITIAN’S

Cut Fresh In-Store,
Watermelon, Cantaloupe or

Selected Varieties, Octagon Trays

(Each) or Basket & Bushel Selected Varieties, Special K

Jumbo Ba king Pineapple Pastry Cr-isps (5.2? Oz.) or
BrReEKRS 500 [ 500 N cram bars 2155
Lb. Each 4 0z.

BUY 4 OR MORE

LIMIT 10
TOTAL ITEMS

Selected Varieties, Blue Bonnet (16 Oz.) or

3 Quart oo Selected Varieties Martha White

Mums wes  HOStESS 2 Is Cornbread or 4 /s

When youuy 4 ormoren e same varsacon Lesser uriiesre - SACK Cakes o Muffin Mix Wit
four, as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax. 10 Ct. 6-7.6 Oz.

Selected Varieties,
Food Club Tuna (12 Oz.) or

Selected Varieties, Food City Frozen, Selected Varieties,

Food Club 'ﬁr_niutm Cinffee (10-1: Oz) or New York Garlic Bread (12-16 Ct) or
Chunk White Isty Mountain Yummy

Chicken 2/ $ 5 Spring Water 00 chicken Nuggets 00
1250z e 24 Pk, 16.9 Oz Bls. e 18210z, vith Card

Frozen, Selected Varieties, Legit Pizza
(16.7-18.8 Oz) or

Selected Varieties, Country Crock (45 Oz.),

Food Club Variety Cheese Tray (16 Oz.) or Frozen, Selected Varieties

Wild Mike's Food Club Michelina’s
Pizza 90 Shredded Cheese WOO Entrees EW-’I s 5
36.3-38.8 Oz. 32 Oz. 4.5-9 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Tippy Toes Wipes (3 Pk.)
or Jumbo Diapers (24-44 Ct.),

Selected Varieties, Kodiak Overnight Oats Selected Varieties, Friskies (3.15 Lb.), Tide Pods (14 Ct.) or

(2.37-2.67 Oz.) or Squeezable de C?ts Litter (20 Lb.) or Tide LiqUid

Jif Peanut urina Laundry

Butter glss Dog Chow Woo Detergent 90
13 Oz. 3.2-3.5Lb. 27-29 Oz.

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS}%‘;

COUPON
EFFECTIVE
SEPT. 11-
SEPT. 12

COUPON
EFFECTIVE
SEPT. 11-
SEPT. 12

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP.C:2
CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 2K IN ONE TRANSACTION.

DIETITIAN’S

Mandarin

Oranges
Peelz, 3 Lb.

ValuCard Price......
Digital Coupon

FINAL
PRICE WITH
COUPON

@

Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at %2 price if single
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities

99

With Card

@

951 Rainbow Drive Gadsden, AL 35901

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2026 K-VA-T Food
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Foop) Jairy

OVER $185 IN SAVINGS!

SAVE °2.99 ON PICK 5 PRODUCE

Mix or match any fivespecially marked
produce items for $5.00 after $2.99

Pick 5
price

T%

200 $999
200 3500

Selected Varieties, Links

Eckrich Smoked
Sausage %Is 5
13-14 Oz.

i 4
Y 51: E |

LIMIT 4
TOTAL ITEMS

50

With Card

Selected Varieties

Coca-Cola

Products
6 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.
When you buy 4 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities

are 8.99 each. Limit 1 transaction (4 total items).
Discount applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

=
o
by

LIMIT 10
TOTAL ITEMS

Selected Varieties
BngyArmor ?Is 5
16 Oz.

When you buy 5 in the same transaction.
Lesser quantities are 3/$5 each. Discount applied
as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

Selected Varieties, Club Crackers (11-13.7 Oz.),
Toasteds (8-8.7 Oz.), Keebler Sandwich Crackers
(8 Ct.), Zesta Saltines (11-16 Oz.), Cheez-it
Shap'd (6.5-7.5 Oz.) or

Townhouse
Crackers %Is 5
9.2-13.8 Oz.

Selected Varieties
Frito-Lay
Multipack Chips

8-12 Ct.

00

With Card

Selected Varieties
Rice Krispies Treats (6-8 Ct.) or

Wide Awake
Coffee Creamer %Is 5

32 Oz.

INSTANT DIGITAL COUPON SAVINGS}'%‘;

LOAD TO YOUR VALUCARD AT FOODCITY.COM OR ON THE FOOD CITY MOBILE APP.C:2
CLIP ONCE AND USE UP TO 2K IN ONE TRANSACTION.

Selected Varieties
Pepsi
Products

24 Pk., 12 Oz. Cans

ValuCard Price.....
Digital Coupon

FINAL
PRICEWITH
COUPON

99

With Card

SALE DATES: FRI., SEPTEMBER 11 -
SAT., SEPTEMBER 12, 2026

www.foodcity.com

f © X @FoodCity
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Etowah beats out Hokes Bluff in neck-to-neck game

By Alex Chaney
Sports Correspondent

On Friday, Sept. 4, Etowah
hosted Hokes Bluff in the
opening region play game for
both teams. Etowah and Hokes
Bluff were shut out in their in-
dividual opening games of the
season and needed redemp-
tion; Etowah lost to Cleburne
County 0-21, and Hokes Bluff
lost to Southside 0-35.

At the beginning of the 1st
quarter, Etowah found its way
onto the scoreboard before
Hokes Bluff, giving them a
headstart of 7-0. Etowah’s
team then scored again with
2:16 left in the 1st, pushing
their lead to 14-0.

Etowah had built a solid
foundation for their team’s win
by the beginning of the 2nd
quarter, but Hokes Bluff finally
got their offense going around
the same time, and with 11:53
left on the clock, they scored
with a touchdown run from
their #7 quarterback Dean
Morgan. This move worked
to level the playing field some,
putting the score at 14-7.

However, towards the end of
the 2nd quarter, Etowah added
another touchdown to their

score. Although they missed
the extra point, they still led
27-7, and Etowah looked to be

in command of the game.

This lead only lasted for
about three minutes of game
time, however, as Hokes Bluff
was able to answer with 33
seconds left in the first half
when Dean Morgan connected
on a touchdown pass to fresh-
man receiver Tate Simmons.

Like Etowah, though, the
extra point attempt failed, and
by halftime, the score stood
with Etowah holding 27 points

to Hokes Bluff’s 13.

The 3rd quarter was hard-
fought but ultimately unevent-
ful, and neither team scored
during it. In the 4th quarter,
though, Hokes Bluff scored at
the 11:23 mark and managed
to convert a two-point attempt,
bringing the score up 27-21.

With both teams vying for
the win in this neck-to-neck
game, Etowah tagged another
touchdown with 3:20 left on
the clock, sealing the night’s

win with a score of 34-21.

Next week, Etowah will host
Glencoe, and Hokes Bluff will

travel to Susan Moore.

Photos by Alex Chaney

Williams

sense to him at the time.

But that did not stop
people from trying to under-
stand the why anyway, even
though Williams refused to
talk about it.

“When you leave home a
hero, there’s an expectation
— ‘He’s going to conquer
the world.” You’ve been tell-
ing everyone that you’re go-
ing pro, and you’ve been do-
ing pro-like things. Then you
come back, and you’re still
6 feet tall, 200-something
pounds, but you’re just walk-
ing around! You don’t want
to talk about football. You
don’t want to explain the un-
explainable.”

Although Williams was
going through something
“unexplainable” to most peo-
ple, there were still people in
his life who wanted to help
him and put him on the right
track.

“There was one lady —
her name was Dale Hill
— and she was a mentor at
Gadsden State. She saw me
walking through the campus
one day, and she said, ‘David,
come to my office.” Because
she had been someone who
had mentored me through-
out my teenage years, | gave
her space; she had earned the
right to say something.”

“I went to her office, and
she sat me down and said,
“You need to be playing
football.” I reasoned in that
moment that maybe that’s
what people do — maybe
they do what they’re good
at, even though they’re not
happy or content,” Williams
stated, explaining that he
never asked his own parents
whether they were happy
working at Goodyear or in
the military. “Maybe that’s
what maturity is.”

Hill contacted the NCAA
for Williams, who told him
that he would have to gradu-
ate from Gadsden State in
order to rejoin the football

- From A1

league. Although he was
still somewhat apprehensive
about returning, it put him on
a path that has stayed with
him throughout the rest of
his life. “I was studying very
late academically so that I
could graduate [from Gads-
den State and rejoin college
football], and I was studying
the playbook so that I could
make a good enough impres-
sion to hopefully make the
team. That’s how the third
return started.”

Williams’s  gratitude to-
wards the people who have
helped him along the way
cannot be understated; a
somber reminder of that grat-
itude also pushed him to start
writing his memoir again.

“On the day that I got my
doctorate, I looked back on
the school website, and the
coach that had signed me to
my scholarship had passed.
I got to reflecting that had it
not been for the scholarship
and the potential he saw in
me, I never would have been
on this path. I really appre-
ciated that — even though
the way it all transpired was
never how I envisioned it. It
made me a better me in the
end, and that’s when I start-
ed back writing the book in
earnest and appreciating the
conduits that God used to
shape me.”

Still, while Williams even-
tually went on to play for the
University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga, it was not an
easy road. In fact, it was a
road filled to the brim with
hardships, ones where he
felt isolated, including an in-
stance where he was kicked
off the team, moved from
his apartment into one of the
worst dorms on campus and
made into a social pariah to
his teammates.

As such, he was not al-
ways so grateful for where
he had come from in the mo-
ment, and it was not until a

godly intervention took place
that he was able to reflect on
his life in a different way.

“[After that incident] I told
myself, “You can take my
scholarship; you can kick me
from my apartment; but you
can’t not make me an ath-
lete.” So I got on my bicycle
and rode for about 24 to 28
miles, and when my uncle
got there later, he asked me,
‘David, do you want to go
to church with me?” Nor-
mally, it would have been a
no, because growing up in
a military family, we didn’t
go to church much, and I
just didn’t know much about
God. But I had failed at ev-
erything, and I'm thinking,
“Yeah, I’ll go.””

Williams noted that what
happened next was a “turn-
ing point.” “Normally, if I'm
in a setting where 1 don’t
know anything, I'm going
to be as quiet as a mouse. |
didn’t know anything about
the Bible or God. But my
uncle introduced me to the
guys there, and we shook
hands — then they asked
if anyone needed prayers.
My mom had been having
problems with her back from
Goodyear,” he said. And so
— despite his quiet nature
when it came to things he did
not know — he asked them
to pray for her.

For Williams, that already
indicated that that day would
be unusual — something
special.

“The preacher starts read-
ing the Bible aloud, going,
“The Bible says, ‘If any man
be in Christ, he’s a new crea-
ture. Old things are passed
away; all things are made
new.” And I promise you,
when he said that, it felt like
a furnace lit inside of me. I
raised my hand — here I'm
speaking for the second time
in a setting where I’d nor-
mally say nothing — and I
asked him to read it again.”
He did, and Williams asked
him if he was telling the
truth, to which the preacher

replied yes.

“I said, “You’re telling me
God will let me start over?’
And he said yes. I knew I
needed to start over — I'd
messed up, and at that point,
I felt like I’d disappointed
everybody, including myself,
and I couldn’t figure out how
to do any of the things I used
to take for granted. The rest
of the Bible study was a blur
really — but that stuck.”

Williams’s uncle dropped
him off back at his isolating
dorm room afterwards, and
as soon as Williams got back
inside, he got on his knees
and prayed.

“l said, ‘God, if you’re
real, save me. I have done all
that I’ve wanted to do, and
I’ve messed up everything.
"1l live for you. Let your Son
come into my life and save
me.” Somewhere along that
way, the tears went from sad-
ness to joy — and when I got
up, that was it.”

Williams returned to foot-
ball yet again after this, but
he said that this fourth return
was notably different. “Now
I wasn’t running to go pro.
I made the Dean’s List and
started doing good academi-
cally. I had my priorities in
order.”

While he still faced trials
— such as when he returned
as a junior and was forced to
switch from leading rusher
to fullback — he treated
those as tests of whether he
was going to quit when the
going got tough. Instead of
falling into his usual habits
and leaving his team, Wil-
liams stopped and reasoned
with himself that he would
take the new position and use
it as an opportunity to show
the NFL teams that he could
not only run the ball but also
block.

After enduring the change
as a junior, Williams would
return to his previous posi-
tion in his senior year, and he
was awarded the MVP title
that year. If his junior year
was a test, his senior year

was the reward for passing it
— and it showed that things
were always hard before they
became easy.

“God can take whatever
situation and make a person
victorious,” Williams con-
cluded thoughtfully. “God
can take a broken, hurt, mis-
guided person whose life is
full of mistakes — and make
something of that individu-
al.”

When asked for any final
thoughts he wanted to share,

Williams simply replied,
“The book says it all.”
Readers can find Fallen
Moc: The Empty Five-Star
on Amazon today. A sequel
to his memoir — titled Risen
Moc: After the Fall — is also
in the works. Dr. David Wil-
liams, who would also like to
begin giving talks again and
hopes his memoir will al-
low him to do just that, can
be contacted at david.wil-
liams1234@yahoo.com.

Last Week's
Scores

High School Sports

Sept. 4

Football

Coosa lost to Whitesburg 14-43
Gadsden City lost to Sparkman 14-42
Gaston defeated West End 60-36
Glencoe defeated Susan Moore 34-21
Westbrook defeated Mars Hill 35-14
Hokes Bluff lost to Etowah 21-34

This Week In
Sports

High School Sports

Sept.11
Coosa vs. Westbrook

Glencoe at Etowah

Sardis vs. Crossville

Sept. 15

Football
Gadsden City at James Clemens
Gaston at Pleasant Valley
Southside vs Clay-Chalkville

Hokes Bluff at Susan Moore
West End at Piedmont

Girls Flag Football

Gadsden City at Bob Jones (Huntsville) at 5 p.m
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ed Etowah 3 sets to 1 in an area volleyball match.

Hokes Bluff took the first two sets in close

matches — set 1 being 25-20 and set 2 25-19 — but Etowah

came back strong and took the third with a score of 21-25.

Set 4 was close, and both teams had the lead at different

points of the set. Ultimately, though, Hokes Bluff got the

win 25-21, winning the best 3 out of 5 series. Photos by
Alex Chaney.

On Thursday, Sept. 3, visiting Hokes Bluff defeat-

Last Week's
Scores

High School Sports

Volleyball
On Sept. 5, Glencoe defeated Brentwood (from Ten-
nessee), Deshler, Fayette County and Prattville Chrisi-
tan. Glencoe also lost to Homewood 20-25 and 19-25
and to Cookeville (from Tennessee) 24-26 and 25-27.
Mia Talbot had 27 kills and 11 digs.
Katy Talbot had 21 kills, 16 digs and 9 aces.
Millie Chambless had 9 kills.
Kaedy Smith had 8 kills.
Kinlee Montgomery had 46 assists and 7 digs.
Avery Barkley had 35 assists, 5 aces and 12 digs.
Gracyn Bunt had 13 digs and 4 aces.
Kynsley Freeman had 4 aces.

Sept. 8

Glencoe defeated Hokes Bluff 20-25, 25-8, 25-22 and
25-14

Stats for Glencoe:

Mia Talbot had 21 kills, 5 aces and 16 digs, Katy Tal-
bot had 16 kills, 14 digs Kinlee Montgomery had 14
digs and 21 assists, Gracyn Bunt had 11 digs, and Av-
ery Barkley had 24 assists.

College Sports

Volleyball
Sept 3.
Gadsden State defeated Cleveland State 25-23, 25-10,
16-25, and 25-23
Gadsden State defeated Georgia Highlands College
25-7,25-14, and 25-16

Sept. 9
Gadsden State at Calhoun Community at 5:30 p.m.

Photos by RMM

Glencoe’s Millie Chambless and Avery Barkley on
Saturday.

Photos by RMM

Glencoe’s Mia Talbot surpassed 1,000 kills on
Saturday.

This Week In
Sports

High School Sports

Volleyball

Sept. 12

Westbrook Junior High at Gadsden City

Etowah Junior Varsity at Glencoe

Sardis Lady Lions Invitational vs. St. Clair County,
White Plains, Glencoe,

Ashville, and John Carroll

Etowah 7th and 8th graders at Lincoln Tournament

Sept. 14

West End Junior High vs. Douglas at 4 p.m.
Westbrook Junior High vs Springville and Glencoe at
4:30 p.m.

West End and Scottsboro at Sardis at 5 p.m.

Hokes Bluff Varsity and Junior High vs. Oneonta at
4 p.m.

Etowah and Gadsden City 7th and 8th at Rainbow
Middle at 4 p.m.

Sept. 15

Westbrook and Cherokee County at Sardis at 4 p.m.
Westbrook Junior High vs. Oneonta and Sardis at 4:30
p.m.

Westbrook Junior High and Westbrook Varsity at
Glencoe at 4:30 p.m.

West End Varsity and JB Pennington at Cleveland at
4:30 p.m.

West End Junior High at Glencoe

Glencoe Varsity vs. Ashville at 4 p.m.

Etowah Varsity and Junior High and Boaz at Douglas
at 5 p.m.

Hokes Bluff Varsity and Junior High and Lincoln at
Gadsden City at 4 p.m.

Sept. 17

West End at Locust Fork

Glencoe vs. Oneota and Westbrook at 4 p.m.

Sardis Varsity at Douglas at 4 p.m.

Hokes Bluff Varsity and Junior High at Sand Rock at
4 p.m

College Sports

Volleyball

Sept. 11 and 12

Vincennes Tournament in Vincennes IN.

Sept. 14

Gadsden State at Calhoun Community College
Sept. 16

Gadsden State vs. Bevill State Community College

Cross Country
Sept. 12
Gadsden State at Saturday Night Lights at 4:30 p.m.

Photos by Alex Chaney

Sardis defeated Hokes Bluff 3-1 in volleyball matchup
on Tuesday at Hokes Bluff.

Sardis took the opening set in a back-and-forth battle,
winning 26-24. Hokes Bluff answered in the second set,
holding off Sardis 25-23 in another closely contested battle
to even the match at 1-1. Sardis took control early in the
third set winning 25-17. The fourth set was another com-
petitive battle, but Sardis pulled away to secure the match
with a 25-20 win.

Nana’s Attic
Consignment Shop

256-546-9281 ~ 429 Ewing Avenue North Gadsden, AL. 35901

Women’s and Children’s shoes,
jewelry and clothing,
Including name brands.
Also, a variety of
household items and
collectibles. For all your spring
and summer needs!

Tuesday - Friday
9a.m. -5p.m.

Nana’s Attic
L LLLLANNY
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Glencoe defeats Hokes Bluff 3-1 in area match

Photos by Alex Chaney

On Thursday, Sept. 3, visiting
Hokes Bluff defeated Etowah 3 sets
to 1 in an area volleyball match.

Hokes Bluff took the first two
sets in close matches — set 1 be-
ing 25-20 and set 2 25-19 — but

Etowah came back strong and took
the third with a score of 21-25.
Set 4 was close, and both teams
had the lead at different points of
the set. Ultimately, though, Hokes
Bluff got the win 25-21, winning
the best 3 out of 5 series.
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Auburn Week 1 Review horns’ season outlook. Texas can SEC Week 2 (-1.5) opening weekend than LSU.
The Alex Golesh era began obviously still make the play- A One of the most underrated quar-  The Tigers obliterated Clemson
with a dramatic finish at the goal offs if they lose, but there will Rankings terbacks in the country resides 51.10 in Lane Kiffin’s debut on
line as Auburn safety Eric Win- be more doubt that arises if Sark 1. LSU (1-0) in Starkville. Kamario Taylor

ters made a game-saving tackle
inches away from the goal line
on a Baylor 2-point attempt.
The Tigers survived with a 17-
16 victory over the Bears, and
while it wasn’t the performance
Golesh hoped for in his debut on
offense, it was a major positive
for Auburn to win a one-score
game after going 0-6 in those
games a season ago. Byrum
Brown threw for 259 yards and
rushed for a score in his Auburn
debut, though he did have three
interceptions on the afternoon.
Auburn hosts Southern Miss
on Saturday (Sept. 12) night
in Golesh’s home debut on the
Plains.

Alabama Week 1 Preview

Year three of Kalen DeBoer’s
tenure in Tuscaloosa started
much better than year two. Ala-
bama handled its business in a
48-10 win over East Carolina,
and starting quarterback Keelon
Russell showed flashes of why he
is the most highly-rated quarter-
back prospect in school history.
Russell threw for 256 yards, and
he rushed for another 86 yards
and a touchdown as Alabama
outgained the Pirates 487-162.
The Crimson Tide begin confer-
ence play this weekend with a
road trip to Kentucky.

loses another big game—especial-
ly at home. Prediction: Texas 27,
Ohio State 24.

Missouri at Kansas (-5.5)
The Border War is one of the
most underrated rivalries in col-
lege football. The two former
Big 12 rivals didn’t play for 14
years after Missouri left for the
SEC, but they continued the se-
ries last year. The Tigers won 42-
31 a season ago, and they should
be able to do enough to pull out
a road victory on Friday night.
Missouri 38, Kansas 31.

Arizona State at Texas A&M

(-14.5)

Both of these programs have
made the playoffs in the last two
years, and the Aggies have the
roster to compete for another
playoff spot in 2026. Kenny Dill-
ingham is one of the top young
coaches in college football, but
his Sun Devils have a tall order
on Saturday afternoon in College
Station. Prediction: Texas A&M
31, Arizona State 20.

Oklahoma at Michigan (+5.5)
The most controversial play of
the opening weekend of college
football occurred in Ann Arbor
as Michigan snuck past Western
Michigan on a last-second Hail
Mary. A Hail Mary on the previ-
ous play fell incomplete, and the

2. Texas (1-0)

3. Georgia (1-0)

4. Ole Miss (1-0)

5. Alabama (1-0)

6. Oklahoma (1-0)

7. Texas A&M (1-0)

8. Tennessee (1-0)

9. Florida (1-0)

10. Auburn (1-0)

11. South Carolina (1-0)
12. Missouri (1-0)

13. Mississippi State (1-0)
14. Kentucky (1-0)

15. Vanderbilt (1-0)

16. Arkansas (1-0)

19, Oklahoma 17.
Western Kentucky at Georgia
(-41.5)

Georgia dominated Tennessee
State 63-3 in its opener, and they
will cruise to another victory this
weekend before conference play
begins next week at Arkansas.
Prediction: Georgia 45, Western
Kentucky 6.

Alabama at Kentucky (+10.5)
Will Stein’s first game in the SEC
is a matchup against one of the
premier programs in the coun-
try as Alabama visits Lexing-
ton this weekend. The Wildcats

amassed over 400 yards and five
touchdowns in the Bulldogs’s
62-13 win over UL Monroe,
and he gives Mississippi State a
chance to compete each week in
the SEC. Prediction: Mississippi
State 27, Minnesota 24.
Delaware at Vanderbilt (-20.5)
Clark Lea and the Commo-
dores started the year off with a
win over Austin Peay, and they
should improve to 2-0 this week-
end before the schedule toughens
next week against NC State. Pre-
diction: Vanderbilt 31, Delaware
10.
Campbell at Florida
Jon Sumrall started his tenure
in Gainesville with a resound-
ing 66-21 victory over FAU,
and they have one final tune-up
before traveling to Auburn next
weekend. Prediction: Florida 59,
Campbell 10.
Tennessee at Georgia Tech
(-12.5)
True  freshman  quarterback
Faizon Brandon accounted for
five total touchdowns and over
300 yards in his debut as the
Tennessee quarterback, and now
he will make his first road start
against a Georgia Tech team that
was upset by Colorado in week
one. Prediction: Tennessee 34,

the Bayou, and they announced
themselves as a legitimate title
contender. Prediction: LSU 45,
Louisiana Tech 6.

Charlotte at Ole Miss (-47.5)
The expectations are sky-high
for Pete Golding entering his
first official season as the Ole
Miss head coach, and the Rebels
found a way to slip past Louis-
ville in the season opener. This
week’s contest should be no
problem for the Rebs, but next
week’s tilt versus LSU is the
most highly-anticipated matchup
of the season in the SEC. Predic-
tion: Ole Miss 44, Charlotte 3.
Southern Miss at Auburn (-33.5)
While Alex Golesh is certainly
thrilled to win the opener against
Baylor, the Tigers have plenty
to clean up on both sides of the
ball—particularly on offense.
The Tigers lost the turnover bat-
tle and couldn’t sustain a consis-
tent rushing attack or passing at-
tack over the middle of the field.
Auburn will need to improve in
those areas before Florida visits
the Plains next weekend. Predic-
tion: Auburn 48, Southern Miss
13.

Game of the Week clock initially said zero seconds, have a chance to be very good Georgia Tech 24. ) Arkansas at Utah (-12.5)
Ohio State at Texas (-1.5) but one second was added, and offensively, and they could pro- Towson at South Carolina h Iverfiel .
Both of these programs have a Bryce Underwood completed the vide some matchups problems Shane Beamer’s Gamecocks Both Ryan Silverfield and Mor-

championship-or-bust  mental-
ity for 2026, but there is more
pressure on Steve Sarkisian and
Texas to deliver this season. The
Longhorns have a loaded roster
and a Heisman candidate at quar-
terback in Arch Manning, but af-
ter missing the playoffs a season
ago, this matchup against Ohio
State is pivotal for the Long-

2026 SEASON

OPPONENT

WEEK DATE

1 SEPTS

next pass to avoid a massive up-
set in Kyle Whittingham’s debut.
Now, the Wolverines welcome
in an Oklahoma team that made
the playoffs a season ago and
has their sights set on another
playoff berth with quarterback
John Mateer. Expect a physical,
defensive battle in Ann Arbor on
Saturday. Prediction: Michigan

TIME/SCORE

with Alabama in the first half.
On the other side of the ball, the
Crimson Tide should have no
trouble moving the ball against
a vulnerable Kentucky defense,
and Keelon Russell could have a
breakout performance Saturday
afternoon. Prediction: Alabama
34, Kentucky 20.

Mississippi State at Minnesota

VS. EAST CAROLINA W. 48-10 1 SEPTS5

WEEK DATE

dominated Kent State 57-0 in the
season opener, and they should
cruise to another victory before
conference play begins next
week against Mississippi State.
Prediction: South Carolina 52,
Towson 3.

Louisiana Tech at LSU (-35.5)
No team in the country made
a louder statement during the

gan Scalley started their tenures
with wins at their respective
schools, and they will square off
in an intriguing non-conference
matchup this weekend in Salt
Lake City. The Hogs have their
work cut out for them against an
underrated Utah squad. Predic-
tion: Utah 38, Arkansas 17.

2026 SEASON

OPPONENT

TIME/SCORE

VS. BAYLOR AT
MERCEDES-BENZ

W.17-16

STADIUM, ATLANTA GA

230 PM

2 SEPT 12 ABC

AT KENTUCKY

645 PM

2 SEPT 12 ESPN

VS. SOUTHERN MISS

3 SEPT19 VS. FLORIDA STATE 230 PM

3 SEPT 19 VS. FLORIDA

700PM

4 SEPT 26 VS.SOUTH CAROLINA

4 SEPT 26 VS. VANDERBILT 700 PM

5 OCT3 AT MISSISSIPPI STATE

5 OCTS3 AT TENNESSEE 820 PM

6 OCT10 VS. GEORGIA

6 OCT10 OFF

7 OCT17 AT TENNESSEE

7 OCT17 AT GEORGIA

8 OCT 24 VS. TEXAS A&M

8 OCT24 VS. LSU

9 OCT 31 OFF

9 OCT 31 AT OLE MISS

10 NOV 7 AT LSU

10 NOV 7 VS. ARKANSAS

TBA
LI =TAN

1 NOV 14 AT VANDERBILT N NOV 14 AT MISSISSIPPI STATE

VS.
12 NOV 21 UT-CHATTANOOGA TO0O PM|I 12 NOV 21 VS. SAMFORD

13 NOV 28 VS. AUBURN SSOPM | 183 NOV 28 AT ALABAMA
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA,
COUNTY OF ETOWAH
Default  having been
made of the terms of the
loan documents secured
by that certain mortgage
executed by Anthony B
Henson, Lea J Henson to
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as
mortgagee, as nominee
for Quicken Loans Inc., its
successors and assigns
dated January 19, 2013;
said mortgage being re-
corded on February 4,
2013 as Instrument No.
3380356 in the Office of
the Judge of Probate of
Etowah County, Alabama.
Said Mortgage was last
sold, assigned and trans-
ferred to Rocket Mort-
gage, LLC by assignment
recorded in Deed Book
2026, Page 3612179 in
the Office of the Judge of
Probate of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama.

The undersigned, Rock-
et Mortgage, LLC, under
and by virtue of the pow-
er of sale contained in
said mortgage, will sell
at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash
before the main entrance
of the Court House in
Etowah County, Alabama
during the legal hours of
sale (between 11am and
4pm), on October 14,
2026 the following prop-
erty, situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-wit:
Lot Number Fifteen (15),
Phase I, Coosa Veranda
Subdivision, according to
the map thereof recorded
in Plat Map “K”, page 48,
Probate Office, Etowah
County, Alabama.

Said property is common-
ly known as 2391 Veran-
da Trce, Gadsden, AL

35903.
Should a conflict arise
between the property

address and the legal
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold
subject to any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien,
but not yet due and pay-
able), the right of redemp-
tion of any taxing author-
ity, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon the
property, any matters
which might be disclosed
by an accurate survey and
inspection of the property,
any assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special assess-
ments, covenants, the
statutory right of redemp-
tion pursuant to Alabama
law, and any matters of re-
cord including, but not lim-
ited to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set out
above. Said property will
be sold on an “as-is” basis
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse
against the above-named
or the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds in
the amount of the winning
bid at the time and place
of sale.

Alabama law gives some
persons who have an
interest in property the
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances.  Programs
may also exist that help
persons avoid or delay
the foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and
programs as a part of the
foreclosure process.
ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE  BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN) new
Anti-Money  Laundering
Rule (the “Rule”), found
at 89 FR 70258, went into
effect. The Rule applies
to certain residential real
estate sale transactions
(including nonjudicial fore-
closures) where the trans-
fer is to a legal entity or
trust, and which includes
cash purchases, private
financing or financing
provided by an institution
not subject to a federal
Anti-Money  Laundering
or Suspicion Activity Re-
port requirement. As part
of this Rule, purchasers
and sellers are required
to provide additional in-
formation and documen-
tation about themselves,
their legal entities, and the
source of funds used in
the reportable transaction,
if applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information and
documentation is required
to comply with the Rule’s
federal reporting require-
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ments, if applicable. This
notice is provided for in-
formational purposes only
and does not constitute
legal advice. You are en-
couraged to consult with
your own independent
legal counsel if you have
questions about how
the FinCEN Anti-Money
Laundering Rule affects
your transaction and
whether your transaction
is reportable.

* The Rule is the subject
of ongoing litigation in
several jurisdictions. We
suggest that you seek
your own legal counsel if
you have questions about
the status of the Rule and
its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is
not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code,
(2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of
the loan with the holder of
the Mortgage, and (3) to
confirmation that the suc-
cessful bidder has timely
provided all information
required for reporting
under the Rule, 89 FR
70258, if applicable.
ROCKET MORTGAGE,
LLC

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com

File No. 26-08877AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

September 4, 11, and 18,
2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been
made of the terms of the
loan documents secured
by that certain mortgage
executed by Peggy Red-
den, James Redden to
PNC Bank, National As-
sociation dated August
8, 2023; said mortgage
being recorded on August
23, 2023 as Instrument
No. 3562479 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama..

The undersigned, PNC
Bank, National Associa-
tion, under and by virtue
of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage,
will sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for cash
before the main entrance
of the Court House in
Etowah County, Alabama
during the legal hours of
sale (between 11am and
4pm), on October 7, 2026
the following property, sit-
uated in Etowah County,
Alabama, to-wit:

LOT 42, BROCK HILLS
SECOND ADDITION,
ACCORDING TO THE
MAP OR PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK “G”, PAGE
399, PROBATE OFFICE,
ETOWAH COUNTY, AL-
ABAMA.

Said property is common-
ly known as 4338 Tawan-
nah Cir W, Hokes Bluff, AL
35903.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold
subject to any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien,
but not yet due and pay-
able), the right of redemp-
tion of any taxing author-
ity, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon the
property, any matters
which might be disclosed
by an accurate survey and
inspection of the property,
any assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special assess-
ments, covenants, the
statutory right of redemp-
tion pursuant to Alabama
law, and any matters of re-
cord including, but not lim-
ited to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set out
above. Said property will
be sold on an “as-is” basis
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse
against the above-named
or the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds in
the amount of the winning
bid at the time and place
of sale.

Alabama law gives some
persons who have an
interest in property the
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances.  Programs

may also exist that help
persons avoid or delay
the foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and
programs as a part of the
foreclosure process.
ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FInCEN) new
Anti-Money  Laundering
Rule (the “Rule”), found
at 89 FR 70258, went into
effect. The Rule applies
to certain residential real
estate sale transactions
(including nonjudicial fore-
closures) where the trans-
fer is to a legal entity or
trust, and which includes
cash purchases, private
financing or financing
provided by an institution
not subject to a federal
Anti-Money Laundering
or Suspicion Activity Re-
port requirement. As part
of this Rule, purchasers
and sellers are required
to provide additional in-
formation and documen-
tation about themselves,
their legal entities, and the
source of funds used in
the reportable transaction,
if applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information and
documentation is required
to comply with the Rule’s
federal reporting require-
ments, if applicable. This
notice is provided for in-
formational purposes only
and does not constitute
legal advice. You are en-
couraged to consult with
your own independent
legal counsel if you have
questions about how
the FIinCEN Anti-Money
Laundering Rule affects
your transaction and
whether your transaction
is reportable.

* The Rule is the subject
of ongoing litigation in
several jurisdictions. We
suggest that you seek
your own legal counsel if
you have questions about
the status of the Rule and
its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is
not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code,
(2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of
the loan with the holder of
the Mortgage, and (3) to
confirmation that the suc-
cessful bidder has timely
provided all information
required for reporting
under the Rule, 89 FR
70258, if applicable.

PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com

File No. 26-08739AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

September 4, 11, and 18,
2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been
made of the terms of the
loan documents secured
by that certain mortgage
executed by Lama Invest-
ments LLC to Commer-
cial Lender LLC dated
September 17, 2025; said
mortgage being recorded
on September 23, 2025
in Deed Book 2025, Page
3598292 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama. Said Mortgage
was last sold, assigned
and transferred to Com-
mercial Lender LLC by
assignment recorded in
Deed Book 2026, Page
3612751 in the Office of
the Judge of Probate of
Etowah County, Alabama.

The undersigned, Com-
mercial Lender LLC, un-
der and by virtue of the
power of sale contained
in said mortgage, will sell
at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash
before the main entrance
of the Court House in
Etowah County, Alabama
during the legal hours of
sale (between 11am and
4pm), on October 14,
2026 the following prop-
erty, situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, to-wit:

Lot 19 in Block One (1) in
Agricola’'s Coosa Street
Addition to Gadsden, ac-

cording to the map or plat
thereof as recorded in Plat
Book “C”, Page 341, in
the Probate Office, and ly-
ing and being in Gadsden,
Etowah County, Alabama.

Said property is common-
ly known as 114 Victory
St, Gadsden, AL 35901.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold
subject to any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien,
but not yet due and pay-
able), the right of redemp-
tion of any taxing author-
ity, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon the
property, any matters
which might be disclosed
by an accurate survey and
inspection of the property,
any assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special assess-
ments, covenants, the
statutory right of redemp-
tion pursuant to Alabama
law, and any matters of re-
cord including, but not lim-
ited to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set out
above. Said property will
be sold on an “as-is” basis
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse
against the above-named
or the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds in
the amount of the winning
bid at the time and place
of sale.

Alabama law gives some
persons who have an
interest in property the
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances.  Programs
may also exist that help
persons avoid or delay
the foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and
programs as a part of the
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE  BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN) new
Anti-Money  Laundering
Rule (the “Rule”), found
at 89 FR 70258, went into
effect. The Rule applies
to certain residential real
estate sale transactions
(including nonjudicial fore-
closures) where the trans-
fer is to a legal entity or
trust, and which includes
cash purchases, private
financing or financing
provided by an institution
not subject to a federal
Anti-Money  Laundering
or Suspicion Activity Re-
port requirement. As part
of this Rule, purchasers
and sellers are required
to provide additional in-
formation and documen-
tation about themselves,
their legal entities, and the
source of funds used in
the reportable transaction,
if applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information and
documentation is required
to comply with the Rule’s
federal reporting require-
ments, if applicable. This
notice is provided for in-
formational purposes only
and does not constitute
legal advice. You are en-
couraged to consult with
your own independent
legal counsel if you have
questions  about how
the FIinCEN Anti-Money
Laundering Rule affects
your transaction and
whether your transaction
is reportable.

* The Rule is the subject
of ongoing litigation in
several jurisdictions. We
suggest that you seek
your own legal counsel if
you have questions about
the status of the Rule and
its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is
not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code,
(2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of
the loan with the holder of
the Mortgage, and (3) to
confirmation that the suc-
cessful bidder has timely
provided all information
required for reporting
under the Rule, 89 FR
70258, if applicable.

COMMERCIAL LENDER
LLC

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com

File No. 26-08863AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net
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September 4, 11, and 18,
2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ETOWAH

Default having been made
of the terms of the loan
documents secured by
that certain mortgage ex-
ecuted by David L. Tuck-
er, a married man and
Kimberly Tucker, and his
Wife, to Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mortgagee,
as nominee for Quicken
Loans Inc., its successors
and assigns dated August
4, 2014; said mortgage
being recorded on August
6, 2014 as Instrument No.
3405519 as having been
maodified by an agreement
recorded as Instrument
No. 3476570 in the Office
of the Judge of Probate of
Etowah County, Alabama.
Said Mortgage was last
sold, assigned and trans-
ferred to Quicken Loans,
Inc. by assignment re-
corded as Instrument No.
3471615 in the Office of
the Judge of Probate of
Etowah County, Alabama.

The undersigned, Rock-
et Mortgage, LLC flk/a
Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a
Quicken Loans Inc., un-
der and by virtue of the
power of sale contained
in said mortgage, will sell
at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash
before the main entrance
of the Court House in
Etowah County, Alabama
during the legal hours of
sale (between 11am and
4pm), on October 9, 2026
the following property, sit-
uated in Etowah County,
Alabama, to-wit:

Lot Number 25 in Spring
Hill estates, according to
the map or plat thereof
recorded in Plat Book “I”,
page 121, Probate Office,
Etowah County, Alabama,
lying and being in Rain-
bow City, Alabama.

Said property is common-
ly known as 132 Pineview
St, Rainbow City, AL
35906.

Should a conflict arise
between the property
address and the legal
description, the legal de-
scription will control.

Said property will be sold
subject to any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien,
but not yet due and pay-
able), the right of redemp-
tion of any taxing author-
ity, all outstanding liens
for public utilities which
constitute liens upon the
property, any matters
which might be disclosed
by an accurate survey and
inspection of the property,
any assessments, liens,
encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way,
zoning ordinances, re-
strictions, special assess-
ments, covenants, the
statutory right of redemp-
tion pursuant to Alabama
law, and any matters of re-
cord including, but not lim-
ited to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set out
above. Said property will
be sold on an “as-is” basis
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse
against the above-named
or the undersigned. Bid-
ders must perform their
own due diligence. The
successful bidder must
present certified funds in
the amount of the winning
bid at the time and place
of sale.

Alabama law gives some
persons who have an
interest in property the
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances.  Programs
may also exist that help
persons avoid or delay
the foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and
programs as a part of the
foreclosure process.

ATTENTION ALL PRO-
SPECTIVE BIDDERS:
On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and re-
porting requirements
under the U.S. Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN) new

Anti-Money  Laundering
Rule (the “Rule”), found
at 89 FR 70258, went into
effect. The Rule applies
to certain residential real
estate sale transactions
(including nonjudicial fore-
closures) where the trans-
fer is to a legal entity or
trust, and which includes
cash purchases, private
financing or financing
provided by an institution
not subject to a federal
Anti-Money  Laundering
or Suspicion Activity Re-
port requirement. As part
of this Rule, purchasers
and sellers are required
to provide additional in-
formation and documen-
tation about themselves,
their legal entities, and the
source of funds used in
the reportable transaction,
if applicable.* The collec-
tion of this information and
documentation is required
to comply with the Rule’s
federal reporting require-
ments, if applicable. This
notice is provided for in-
formational purposes only
and does not constitute
legal advice. You are en-
couraged to consult with
your own independent
legal counsel if you have
questions about how
the FinCEN Anti-Money
Laundering Rule affects
your transaction and
whether your transaction
is reportable.

* The Rule is the subject
of ongoing litigation in
several jurisdictions. We
suggest that you seek
your own legal counsel if
you have questions about
the status of the Rule and
its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is
not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code,
(2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of
the loan with the holder of
the Mortgage, and (3) to
confirmation that the suc-
cessful bidder has timely
provided all information
required for reporting
under the Rule, 89 FR
70258, if applicable.

ROCKET MORTGAGE,
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN
LOANS, LLC F/K/A
QUICKEN LOANS INC.
as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLP

505 20th Street N, Suite
1775

Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 216-
4238
FT21@mccalla.com

File No. 26-08879AL
www.foreclosurehotline.
net

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been made
in the payment of the in-
debtedness secured by
that certain Mortgage ex-
ecuted by Daniel Jeremy
Loudermilk and Abigail Ni-
cole Loudermilk, husband
and wife, to Mortgage
Electronic  Registration
Systems, Inc. (‘MERS”),
(solely as nominee for
Lender, First Federal
Bank, A FSB, and Lend-
er's successors and as-
signs), dated the 4th day
of November, 2022, which
Mortgage was recorded in
the Office of the Judge of
Probate of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, in Instrument
Number 3549133; said
Mortgage having been
transferred and assigned
by Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems,
Inc. (“MERS”), (solely as
nominee for Lender, First
Federal Bank, A FSB,
and Lender’s successors
and assigns) to Alabama
Housing Finance Authori-
ty by virtue of that certain
Assignment of Mortgage
dated July 29, 2026, and
recorded in said Probate
Office in Miscellaneous
Book 2026, at Page
3613070. The under-
signed Alabama Hous-
ing Finance Authority as
Assignee of said Mort-
gage will, under and by
virtue of the power of sale
contained in said Mort-
gage, sell at auction to the
highest bidder for cash
before the main entrance
of the Etowah County
Courthouse in the City
of Gadsden, Alabama,
during the legal hours of
sale on October 1, 2026,
the real property de-
scribed in said Mortgage,
which said description is
hereby referred to and
made a part hereof, said
property being situated in
Etowah County, Alabama,
to-wit:

Lot Number Twenty-Four

(24) McClain Heights,
according to the map or
plat thereof recorded in
Plat Book “C”, Page 393,
Probate Office, Etowah
County, Alabama, and
lying and being North
Gadsden, Alabama.

Alabama law gives some
persons who have an
interest in property the
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances.  Programs
may also exist that help
persons avoid or delay
the foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and
programs as a part of the
foreclosure process.

This sale is made for the
purpose of realizing the
mortgage debt, together
with all expenses of the
sale, including a reason-
able attorney’s fee.

CAPELL & HOWARD,
P.C.

Bowdy J. Brown, Esq.
150 South Perry Street

Montgomery,  Alabama
36104

Our File No.: 37591-3770
ATTORNEYS FOR
ASSIGNEE

ALABAMA HOUSING FI-
NANCE AUTHORITY
ASSIGNEE

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been
made in the payment of
the indebtedness secured
by that certain mortgage
executed by Herman
Hunter and wife, Myrtice
A. Hunter, to United
States of America act-
ing through the Farmers
Home Administration,
United States Department
of Agriculture, on May 2,
1991, said mortgage be-
ing recorded in the Office
of the Judge of Probate of
Etowah County, Alabama,
on May 6, 1991 at Book
1848, at Page 55. United
States of America, acting
through the Rural Hous-
ing Service, United States
Department of Agricul-
ture, the current holder,
under and by virtue of the
power of sale contained
in said mortgage, will sell
at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash, in
front of the main entrance
of the Etowah County
Courthouse, in Gadsden,
Alabama, on October 12,
2026, during the legal
hours of sale, the follow-
ing described real estate,
situated in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, to-wit:

A portion of Lot Sixteen
(16), of Longview Acres
First Addition, according
to the map or plat thereof
recorded in Plat Book “I”,
page 108, Probate Office,
Etowah County, Alabama,
more  particularly  de-
scribed as follows: Begin
at the Southeast corner of
Lot Sixteen

(16); thence run North-
westerly along the North-
east line of Russell Road
a distance of 150.0 feet to
the Southwest line of said
lot; thence deflect 90 de-
grees to the right and run
in a Northeasterly direc-
tion and along the West
line of said Lot a distance
of 302.0 feet to a point;
thence deflect 90 degrees
to the right and run a dis-
tance of 150.0 feet to a
point in the East line of
said lot; thence run in a
Southwesterly  direction
and along the East line of
said lot a distance

of 302.0 feet to the point
of beginning. Said prop-
erty subject to restrictions
as set out in Misc. Record
102, page 89, and subject
to the rights of Alabama
Power Company, as re-
corded in Book 1251,
page 989, Probate Office,
Etowah County, Alabama.
More commonly known
as: 349 Russell Rd, Gad-
sen, AL 35901

This Property will be sold
on an “as is, where is”
basis, without warranty
or recourse, expressed or
implied as to title, use and/
or enjoyment and will be
sold subject to the right of
redemption of all parties
entitled thereto. Alabama
law gives some persons
who have an interest in
property the right to re-
deem the property under
certain  circumstances.
Programs may also exist
that help persons avoid or
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should
be consulted to help you
understand these rights
and programs as part of
the foreclosure process.
This sale is made for the
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by
said mortgage, as well
as the expense of fore-
closure. The successful

9/10/26 9:54 AM
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bidder must tender cer-
tified funds by noon the
next business day to Law
Office of Halliday, Wat-
kins & Mann, P.C. Certi-
fied funds must be in the
form of a wire transfer,
bank or credit union’s
cashier’s check, or bank
official check payable to
Halliday, Watkins & Mann,
P.C. Halliday, Watkins &
Mann, P.C. reserves the
right to award the bid to
the next highest bidder
should the highest bidder
fail to timely tender the to-
tal amount due. If sale is
voided, Mortgagee/Trans-
feree shall return the bid
amount to the successful
purchaser and the Mort-
gagee/Transferee  shall
not be liable to the pur-
chase for any damages.
If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the purchas-
er at the sale shall be only
entitled to a return of the
deposit and bid amount,
if paid. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate and
to credit its purchase price
against the expenses of
sale and indebtedness
secured by the real es-
tate. This sale is subject
to postponement or can-
cellation.

Important Notice to Po-
tential Bidders: Federal
law administered by the
Financial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network (“FIinCEN”),
a bureau of the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury,
requires certain residential
real estate transactions to
be reported to the federal
government. If you are the
winning bidder at auction,
you may be required to
provide identifying infor-
mation about yourself
and, if applicable, any en-
tity or trust purchasing the
property. This information
is required by federal law
and must be provided to
complete the sale. Failure
to provide required infor-
mation after the sale may
delay or prevent issuance
of the foreclosure deed.
United States of America,
acting through the Rural
Housing Service, United
States Department of Ag-
riculture (“Transferee”)

Halliday, Watkins & Mann,
P.C

3000 Riverchase Galleria,
Suite 705

Birmingham, AL 35244
Phone: (801) 355-2886

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
NOTICE

Default having been
made in the terms of that
mortgage executed on
January 9, 2015 by Em-
ory Burns and Habida
Burns (spouse of Emory
Burns) to EvaBank, which
said mortgage is record-
ed in Instrument Number
3412589, in the Probate
Office of Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama, and default
continuing, and by virtue
of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage,
the following described
property will be sold at
public outcry, for cash, to
the highest bidder, in front
of the Courthouse door
of said Etowah County,
in Gadsden, Alabama,
during the legal hours of
sale on October 9, 2026:

All that certain lot or par-
cel of land situated in the
County of Etowah, State
of Alabama, and being
more  particularly  de-
scribed as follows: Com-
mence at the Southeast
corner of the Southwest
Y4 of the Northwest Vi |
Section 12, Township 11
South, Range 4 East of
the Huntsville Meridian,
Etowah County, Alabama,
and run North 04 degrees
30 minutes 03 seconds
West, along the East line
thereof 313.85 feet to a
point; thence run North
87 degrees 36 minutes
59 seconds West, leaving
East said line, 609.14 feet
to the point of beginning
of the property described
herein; thence continue
North 87 degrees 36 min-
utes 59 seconds West
626.73 feet to a point;
thence run North 00 de-
grees 16 minutes 24 sec-
onds East 347.80 feet to
a point; thence run South
87 degrees 36 minutes
27 seconds East 626.73
feet to a point; thence
run South 00 degrees 16
minutes 24 seconds East
347.80 to a point; thence
run South 87 degrees 36
minutes 27 seconds East
627.73 feet to a point;
thence run South 00 de-
grees 16 minutes 24 sec-
onds West, 347.71 feet
to the point of beginning.
Said property being a
portion of the Southwest
Y4 of the Northwest 1/4,
Section 12, Township 11
South, Range 4 East,
Etowah County, Alabama
and contains 5 acres
(more or less).

There is a 20.00 feet ac-
cess easement to said
property, the centerline
being more particular-
ly described as follows:
Commence at the South-
east corner of the SW 1/4
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of the NE 1/4, Section
12, Township 11 South,
Range 4 East of the
Huntsville meridian and
run North 01 degrees
30 minutes 03 seconds
West, along the East line
thereof, 313.85 feet to a
point; thence run North
87 degrees 36 minutes
59 seconds West, leaving
said East line, 1235.87
feet to a point; thence
run North 00 degrees 16
minutes 24 seconds East,
171.73 feet to the point
of beginning said access
centerline; thence run the
following chord bearings
and distances along the
said centerline, South
84 degrees 06 minutes
09 minutes 15 seconds
West, 51.27 feet; North
60 degrees 01 minute
36 seconds West 77.87
feet, North 41 degrees
39 minutes 57 seconds
West, 74.50 feet; South
69 degrees 23 minutes 35
seconds West, 80.84 feet;
North 78 degrees 04 min-
utes 58 seconds West,
262.77 feet and South 78
degrees 12 minutes 14
seconds West 266.53 to
a point in the centerline of
Toney Drive (60 foot right
of way) and the end of
said easement.

Subject to and including
all easements of record.

THIS PROPERTY WILL
BE SOLD ON AN “AS-
IS, WHERE-IS" BASIS,
SUBJECT TO ANY
EASEMENTS, ENCUM-
BRANCES, AND EXCEP-
TIONS REFLECTED IN
THE MORTGAGE AND
THOSE CONTAINED IN
THE RECORDS OF THE
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE
OF PROBATE OF THE
COUNTY WHERE THE
ABOVE-DESCRIBED
PROPERTY IS SITUAT-
ED.

THIS PROPERTY WILL
BE SOLD WITHOUT
WARRANTY OR RE-
COURSE, EXPRESS OR
IMPLIED AS TO TITLE,
USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE
SOLD SUBJECT TO THE
RIGHT OF REDEMP-
TION OF ALL PARTIES
ENTITLED THERETO.
Alabama law gives some
persons who have an
interest in property the
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances.  Programs
may also exist that help
persons avoid or delay
the foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and
programs as a part of the
foreclosure process.
Federal law requires that
certain residential real
estate transactions pur-
chased with all cash or
without institutional lender
financing, where at least
one buyer/transferee is a
legal entity, LLC, Corpo-
ration, Partnership, trust,
trustee or other non-nat-
ural person, be reported
to the United States Trea-
sury Department's Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement
Network (FInCEN).

This sale is made for the
purpose of paying the in-
debtedness secured by
mortgage as well as the
expenses of foreclosure,
including a reasonable
attorney’s fees and other
purposes set out in said
mortgage.

The successful bidder
may be required to pro-
vide identifying infor-
mation/documentation
successful bidders must
tender funds and a fully
completed FInCEN form
before noon of the next
business day after the
sale or the property will be
reverted to the next high-
est bid.

EvaBank, Mortgagee
Jacquelyn H. Wesson
Attorney for Mortgagee
1330 21st Way South,
Suite 300
Birmingham,
35205

Alabama

September 11,
2026

18, 25,

FILE CLAIMS

Makiya Deshay Jones
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 7/10/2026 over the Es-
tate of Tia Evette Rogers,
deceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons
that claims not filed within
six months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Stacy Ashley Phillips was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
7128/2026 to the Estate of
Sandra Jean Territo, de-
ceased, Probate Court of
Etowah County, Alabama
notifies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Rachelle  Milner was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
7/24/2026 to the Estate
of Iman Majid, deceased,
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama notifies
all persons that claims not
filed within six months will
be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Patrick David Garrett and
Kristy Renae Garrett was/
were appointed Co-Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 7/13/2026 to the Es-
tate of Delores Gail Gar-
rett, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Amanda Thacker was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
7/21/2026 to the Estate
of Walter Alexander Roe,
deceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons
that claims not filed within
six months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Scott F. Stewart was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
7/24/2026 over the Estate
of Lory Dell Dodd, de-
ceased, Probate Court of
Etowah County, Alabama
notifies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Freddy Johnson was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
6/26/2026 over the Estate
of Aaron Cody Johnson,
deceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons
that claims not filed within
six months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

James Jolly was/were ap-
pointed Personal Repre-
sentative(s) on 7/20/2026
to the Estate of Shirley
JoAnn duPont, deceased,
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama notifies
all persons that claims not
filed within six months will
be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Frankie Lynn Haynie was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
8/10/2026 to the Estate of
Franklin Delano Haynie,
deceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons
that claims not filed within
six months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Sara Elisabeth Harrison
was/were granted Ancil-
lary Letters Testamentary
on 7/10/2026 to the Es-
tate of Rosie Caldwell, de-
ceased, Probate Court of
Etowah County, Alabama
notifies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Chris  Smith was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s) on
02/17/2026 over the Es-
tate of Benny Denmon
Hood, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 4, 11, and 18,
2026

“FILE CLAIMS

Penny Delila George was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
07/22/2026 to the Estate
of Jewell Mae George,
deceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons
that claims not filed within
six months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

FILE CLAIMS

Debbie L. Whisenant was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
07/20/2026 to the Estate
of Charles T. Jackson, de-
ceased, Probate Court of
Etowah County, Alabama
notifies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Deana Louann Sholar
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 06/26/2026 to the
Estate of Bobby Gene
Bright, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Coy Robert Wells was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
07/22/2026 to the Estate
of Gary R. Wells, de-
ceased, Probate Court of
Etowah County, Alabama
notifies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

“FILE CLAIMS

David Loyal Hilley was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
07/22/2026 to the Estate
of Bonnie McCandless
Hilley, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

John A. Gray was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s) on
07/16/2026 to the Estate
of Billy Roass Gray, de-
ceased, Probate Court of
Etowah County, Alabama
notifies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

“FILE CLAIMS

Maxi Xaun Martinez was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
08/03/2026 to the Estate
of Bruce Filmore Wither-
spoon, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama notifies
all persons that claims not
filed within six months will
be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

“FILE CLAIMS

Denise Burgess Bearden
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 07/22/2026 over the
Estate of Timothy Joseph
Burgess, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama notifies
all persons that claims not
filed within six months will
be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

FILE CLAIMS

Dayleigh Dorsett Wisener
was/were appointed Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 07/29/2026 over the
Estate of Alice Louise
Dobbins, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama notifies
all persons that claims not

filed within six months will
be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

“FILE CLAIMS

Timothy Hamrick was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
07/31/2026 over the Es-
tate of Joan G. Hamrick,
deceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons
that claims not filed within
six months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

FILE CLAIMS

Shirley Peace Watson
and Philip Larry Wat-
son was/were appointed
Co-Personal Represen-
tative(s) on 07/31/2026
to the Estate of William
Larry Watson, deceased,
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama notifies
all persons that claims not
filed within six months will
be barred.

Scott W. Hassell

Judge of Probate
September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

FILE CLAIMS
Teri Holt  was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s) on

08/26/2026 to the Estate
of Martha Jean Lincoln,
deceased, Probate Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama notifies all persons
that claims not filed within
six months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

FILE CLAIMS

Michelle Head was/
were appointed Person-
al Representative(s) on
07/16/2026 over the Es-
tate of Michael James
Head, deceased, Probate
Court of Etowah County,
Alabama notifies all per-
sons that claims not filed
within six months will be
barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

“FILE CLAIMS

Nathan Miller was/were
appointed Personal
Representative(s) on
07/29/2026 to the Estate
of Lloyd J. Miller, de-
ceased, Probate Court of
Etowah County, Alabama
notifies all persons that
claims not filed within six
months will be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

FILE CLAIMS

Dianne Gamble Morrison
and Talitha M. Wiles was/
were appointed Co-Per-
sonal Representative(s)
on 07/28/2026 to the
Estate of Carolyn Joyce
Gamble, deceased, Pro-
bate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama notifies
all persons that claims not
filed within six months will
be barred.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

NOTICE OF ESTATE

IN  THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF MARION
HARLAN DAUGHERTY,
DECEASED

CASE NO: 2026-00521

A Petition for Summary
Distribution of the Es-
tate of MARION HAR-
LAN DAUGHERTY,
Deceased, having been
submitted to the Honor-
able Scott W. Hassell,
Judge of Probate, by Pe-
titioner, Misty Silvey on
the 23rd day of July, 2026;
Notice is hereby given
that all persons contest-
ing said Petition shall file
a response thereto with
the Judge of Probate,
Etowah County, P.O. Box
187, Gadsden, AL 35902,
within 30 days of the date
of this publication.

Done this the 27 day of
August 2026

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 2026
NOTICE OF HEARING

IN  THE PROBATE

COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
OSCAR M. HARP, DE-
CEASED.

Case No.: S-12354

TO: APRIL BENEFIELD,
BILLIE HARP, STEPHA-
NIE BENEFIELD, JOSH-
UA HARP, whereabouts
unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that there has
been filed in this Court a
Petition for Final
Settlement in the Estate
of Oscar M. Harp, de-
ceased.

You are FURTHER NOTI-
FIED to be in and appear
before this Court on the
13th day of October, 2026
at 2:00 p.m., when said
petition will be heard and
to show cause, if any you
may have, why the said
Petition for Final Settle-
ment in the Estate of Os-
car M. Harp, deceased,
should not be granted.

DONE THIS THE 20th
DAY OF August 2026.

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

August 28, September 4,
and 11, 2026

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN  THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF:
JEFFERY  PRICKETT,
ALLEGED INCAPACI-
TATED

Case #: 2026-548

TO: Any unknown family,
whose whereabouts are
unknown

Please take notice that
a PETITION FOR LET-
TERS OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP & CONSERVA-
TORSHIP of the above
referenced incapacitated
individual was filed in the
Office of the Judge of Pro-
bate, and further, that the
21st day of OCTOBER
2026 at 1:30 p.m. was ap-
pointed a day and time for
hearing on said Petition,
thereof at which time you
may appear and support
and/or contest the Peti-
tion, if you so choose.

DONE THIS THE 9TH
DAY OF SEPTEMBER
2026

Scott Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25,2026

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

IN  THE PROBATE
COURT ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA

INTHE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF MICHAEL
LOREN BROWN, DE-
CEASED.

CASE NO: 2026-00523

TO: Noah Brown, Trinity

Brown, Preston Brown,
and Harrison Brown,
whose

whereabouts are un-
known

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that there has
been filed in this Court an
instrument purporting to
be the Last Will and Tes-
tament of Michael Loren
Brown, deceased, and a
petition in writing and un-
der oath praying for the
admission to probate and
record in this Court of said
instrument as the true
Last Will and Testament
of said decedent.

You are FURTHER NO-
TIFIED to be and appear
before this Court on the
28th day of October,
2026, at 10:00 a.m., when
said petition will be heard
and to show cause, if any
you may have, why the
instrument filed with said
petition and purporting to
be the Last Will and Tes-
tament of Michael Loren
Brown, deceased, should
not be admitted to probate
and recorded in this Court
as the true Last Will and
Testament of said dece-
dent.

This the 3rd day of Sep-
tember 2026

Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

September 11, 18, and
25, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF ETOWAH COUNTY
ALABAMA

CV-2026-900377

CODY DANNA,
PLAINTIFF,
V.

DAN E. HUMPHREY, et
al, DEFENDANTS.

The Defendant, Dan E.
Humphrey including any
heirs or devices of the
same, whose where-
abouts are unknown, and
any other persons claim-

ing any present, future,
contingent, remainder,
reversion, or other inter-
est in the lands described
below, must answer
Plaintiff's Complaint filed
in the above referenced
court and case number
within thirty (30) days
of the completion of the
publication or thereafter a
judgment of default may
be rendered against you
in the above-styled case.

The subject property is
described as follows:

Lot Number 11 in Block
Number 1 in East River-
view Hills, according to
the map or plat thereof
recorded in Plat Book “H”,
pages 30 and 31, Probate
Office. Etowah County, Al-
abama.

Done the 17th day of Au-
gust, 2026.

IsIGEORGE C. DAY, JR
CIRCUIT JUDGE

Joshua B. Sullivan
Knowles & Sullivan, LLC

413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
Phone: 256-547-7200

August 21, 28, September
4 and 11, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF ETOWAH COUNTY
ALABAMA

NOLAN HOLLAND and
KEELIE HOLLAND,
PLAINTIFFS

V.

CV - 2026 - 900442
MICHELE STORY
SMITH, ET AL., DEFEN-
DANTS

Defendant Michele Story
Smith and any persons
claiming any present, fu-
ture, contingent, remain-
der, reversion, possesso-
ry, or other interest in the
lands described below
must answer Plaintiff's
Complaint filed in the
above referenced court
and case number with-
in thirty (30) days of the
completion of the news-
paper publication or there-
after a judgment of default
may be rendered against
you in the above-styled
case.

The subject property is
described as follows:
Commence at an existing
3/8” rebar marking the SW
corner of the SE 1/4 of the
SW 1/4, Section 4, Town-
ship 12 South, Range &
East; thence N 3 degrees
00 minutes 38 seconds
East 30.06 feet to a 12
capped rebar (LS#21183)
on the Northern R/W of
Beaird Road 60° R/W,
thence along said R/W N
89 degrees 21 minutes 42
seconds East 2,317.57
feet to a 12" capped rebar
(LS#21183) also being
the point of beginning;
thence leaving said R/W
N 00 degrees 09 minutes
13 seconds West 660.00
feet to a 12" capped re-
bar (LS#21183); thence
N 89 degrees 21 minutes
42 seconds East 200.00
feet to a 12" capped rebar
(LS#21183); thence S 00
degrees 09 minutes 13
seconds East 660.00 feet
to a 12 capped rebar (LS#
21183) on Northern R/W
of said road; thence along
said R/W S 89 degrees 21
minutes 42 seconds West
200.00 feet to the point
of beginning, containing
3,03 acres, more or less.
Said tract also contains a
50 feet access easement
30’ each side of the follow-
ing described lines. Com-
mence at an existing 3/8”
rebar marking the SW
comer of the SE 1/4 of the
SW 1/4, Section 3, Town-
ship 12 South, Range &
East; thence North 3 de-
grees 00 minutes 38 sec-
onds East 30.06 feet to
a 12" capped rebar (LS#
21183); thence N 89 de-
grees 21 minutes 42 sec-
onds East 2,348.43 feet
to a calculated point being
the point of beginning;
thence along the center-
line of said easement N
12 degrees 57 minutes
19 seconds East 302.39
feet to a calculated point;
thence N 05 degrees 21
minutes 21 seconds East
167.57 feet to a calculat-
ed point; thence N 18 de-
grees 13 minutes 54 sec-
onds East 109.15 feet to a
calculated point; thence N
53 degrees 25 minutes 29
seconds East 61.12 to the
end of said easement.
The address of the Prop-
erty is 0 Beaird Road,
Hokes Bluff, AL 35903.
The PIN for the Property
is 82729.

Done the 21st day of Au-
gust, 2026.

/slJason Knowles

Jason Knowles, Attorney
for Plaintiffs

Knowles & Sullivan, LLC
413 Broad Street
Gadsden, AL 35901
jason@kkslawgroup.com

August 28, September 4,
11, and 18, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE
CIRCUIT COURT OF

9/10/26 9:54 AM
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ETOWAH COUNTY
STATE OF ALABAMA

CIVIL ACTION NO.: CV-
2026-900126

BECKY  NORDGREN,
REVENUE COMMIS-
SIONER OF ETOWAH
COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN
HER OFFICIAL CAPACI-
TY V. TERESAA. SMITH,
et al.,, AND A PARCEL OF
REAL ESTATE SITUAT-
ED IN ETOWAH COUN-
TY, ALABAMA

NOTICE OF IN REM AC-
TION PURSUANT TO
ALABAMA CODE § 6-6-
564 AND OTHER CON-
TROLLING LAW

To: Teresa A. Smith,
Amanda Leigh Edmon-
son, Jessica Paige Mar-
tin, Amy Nicole Martin,
Jeremy  Smith, Lane
Sorensen, and all indi-
viduals and entities that
may claim an ownership
interest in the real estate
described below:

Take notice that an in
rem action has been
filed in the Circuit Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, in civil action no.:
CV-2026-900126, styled
as Becky Nordgren, Rev-
enue Commissioner of
Etowah County, Alabama,
in her official capacity v.
Lane Sorensen; Teresa
A. Smith; Amanda Leigh
Edmonson; Jessica
Paige Martin; Amy Nicole
Martin; Jeremy Smith; a
parcel of real estate in
Etowah County, Alabama,
described as: “3032 MC-
CLAIN CIRCLE, HOKES

BLUFF, ALABAMA
35903, PIN: 22420, TAX
PARCEL: 12-04-18-0-

000-002.002, AS MORE
FULLY DESCRIBED IN
THE COMPLAINT;” and
fictitious defendants A-D,
being those individuals
and/or entities that claim
and/or have any own-
ership or interest in the
subject real estate, whose
identities are currently un-
known. Teresa A. Smith,
Amanda Leigh Edmon-
son, Jessica Paige Mar-
tin, Amy Nicole Martin,
Lane Sorensen, Jeremy
Smith, and any entity or
individual that claims any
ownership or interest in
said parcel of real estate
must file an answer to
said action on or before
thirty (30) days from the
date of the last publication
of this notice, or judgment
may be entered affecting
your ownership and/or in-
terest in said parcel of real
estate. Your answer must
be filed with the under-
signed Circuit Court Clerk
and copied to Bradley
W. Cornett, attorney for
Etowah County Revenue
Commissioner, 140 South
9th Street, Gadsden, Ala-
bama 35901.

Done this the 27th day of
August 2026

Cassandra Johnson
Circuit Court Clerk of
Etowah County, Alabama
801 Forrest Avenue, Suite
202
Gadsden,
35901

Alabama

September 4, 11, 18, and
25,2026

NOTICE BY
PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF ETOWAH COUNTY,
ALABAMA

BECKY  NORDGREN,
ETOWAH COUNTY
REVENUE COMMIS-
SIONER,

Plaintiff,

V.
31-CV-2026-90027

SKG QRP et al, Defen-
dants.

TO: BECKY  NOR-
DGREN, ETOWAH
COUNTY REVENUE

COMMISSIONER;  AN-
THONY E. GRIGSBY;
CHRISTY M. GRIGS-
BY; WELLS FARGO
FINANCIAL LEASING,
INC.; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA ACTING
THROUGH THE FARM
SERVICE AGENCY,
UNITED STATES DE-
PARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE; and ANY
AND ALL UNKNOWN
PERSONS, HEIRS,
SUCCESSORS, AS-
SIGNS, OR ENTITIES
WHO MAY CLAIM ANY
RIGHT, TITLE, INTER-
EST, LIEN, OR RIGHT
OF REDEMPTION IN
THE REAL PROPERTY
DESCRIBED BELOW,
WHOSE ADDRESSES
ARE UNKNOWN AND
CANNOT BE ASCER-
TAINED AFTER REA-
SONABLE DILIGENCE.

You are hereby notified
that on the 21st day of
June 2026, SKG QRP
LLC filed a Verified Com-
plaint for Judicial Fore-
closure of Alabama Ad
Valorem Tax Liens, Quiet
Title in Rem, and Eject-
ment in the Circuit Court
of Etowah County, Ala-
bama, Case No. 31 CV
2026 900279, concerning
the following real property
located in Etowah County,
Alabama:

The Northwest Quarter
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(NW 1/4) of the Northeast
Quarter (NE 1/4) of Sec-
tion Thirty two (32), Town-
ship Ten (10), Range Four
(4) East of Huntsville Me-
ridian in Etowah County,
Alabama, less all that part
lying North of the New
Highway, containing here-
in conveyed 32 acres,
more or less, lying and
being situated in Etowah
County, Alabama, togeth-
er with all improvements
located thereon. Subject
to a right of way for in-
gress, egress and utilities
over and across a strip of
land being 20 feet evenly
off the East side of the
above described property.
Commonly known as
3744 Bluff Road, Boaz,
Alabama 35956.

Parcel ID: 05 09 32 0 000
003.000.

All persons claiming any
title, interest, lien, en-
cumbrance, or right of
redemption in the above
described property are
required to plead, answer,
demur, or otherwise re-
spond to the Complaint
filed June 21st 2026 with-
in thirty (30) days after the
last date of publication of
this notice, or thereafter
a default judgment may
be entered against them,
foreclosing all rights of
redemption and quieting
title to the property in SKG
QRP LLC.

A person with a right to
redeem the property may
do so at any time prior to
the entry of final judgment
in this action by filing a
timely answer or motion
in the court. A judgment
quieting title may cause a
person with an interest in
or claim on the property to
lose that interest or claim.
Any person claiming an
interest in the property
may appear in this action.
Any person who is entitled
to redeem may request
that the property be sold
at public auction.

Done this 31st day of Au-
gust 2026.

Clerk of the Circuit Court
Etowah County, Alabama

STANLEY & ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC

201 20th Street South
Irondale, Alabama 35210
Telephone: (205) 451-
4196

September 4, 11, 18, and
25, 2026

NOTICE TO
INTERESTED
PARTIES
IN  THE PROBATE
COURT OF ETOWAH

COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF CARL
WEAVER, DECEASED

CASE NO: 2024-190
Letters of Testamenta-
ry on the Estate of Carl
Weaver, deceased, hav-
ing been granted to the
undersigned on the 11th
day of April, 2024, by the
Honorable Judge of the
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama, notice
is hereby given that all
persons having claims
against said estate are
hereby required to pres-
ent the same within time
allowed by law or the
same will be barred. Fur-
thermore, notice is here-
by given pursuant to Ala.
Code § 43-6-2, § 43-2-3,
and other applicable laws,
that all known heirs and
next of kin have formally
disclaimed, renounced,
and rejected any and all
interest in the following
specific assets of the Es-
tate:

Any and all stock owner-
ship or other interest in
Techtrix, Inc., an Alabama
corporation in which the
deceased was a share-
holder.

Any and all interest in the
real estate located at 525
Plainview Street, Gads-
den, AL 35901 (Parcel
#10-09-32-4-000-172.000
and 10-09-32-4-000-
259.000).

Any unknown heirs, inter-
ested parties, or persons
claiming any right, title, or
interest in the above-de-
scribed assets, or who
may have an objection to
the administration or dis-
position of said assets by
the Personal Representa-
tive, must file their claims
or objections with the
Probate Court of Etowah
County, Alabama, within
the time allowed by law, or
be forever barred.

Sharon Marbut

Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of Carl
Weaver, Deceased
Prepared by: Ralph K.
Strawn, Jr.

Attorney for Petitioner
Strawn & Robertson, LLC

2401 Rainbow Drive
Gadsden, Alabama
35901

(256) 485-4980

September 4, 11, 18, and
25, 2026

NOTICE TO
CONTRACTORS
FEDERAL AID
PROJECT NO.
DEMO-BR-A181(941)
ETOWAH COUNTY,
ALABAMA

Sealed bids will be re-
ceived by the Director

of Transportation at the
office of the Alabama
Department of Trans-
portation,  Montgomery,
Alabama until 10:00 AM
on September 25, 2026
and at that time publicly
opened for constructing
the Bridge Replacement
(Grading, Drainage,
Pavement, Bridge Re-
moval, and Traffic Sig-
nals) on SR-77 (North-
bound Roadway) over the
Coosa River in Rainbow
City. Length 1.353 mi.
The total amount of un-
completed work under
contract to a contractor
must not exceed the
amount of his or her quali-
fication certificate.

The Entire Project Shall
Be Completed By Decem-
ber 31, 2029.

A Bidding Proposal may
be purchased for $5.00.
Plans may be purchased
for $81.00 per set. Plans
and Proposals are avail-
able at the Alabama
Department of Transpor-
tation, 1409 Coliseum
Boulevard, Room E-108,
Montgomery, AL 36110.
Checks should be made
payable to the Alabama
Department of Transpor-
tation. Plans and Propos-
als will be mailed only up-
on receipt of remittance.
No refunds will be made.
Minimum wage rates for
this project have been
pre-determined by the
Secretary of Labor and
are set forth in the adver-
tised specifications. This
project is subject to the
contract work hours and
Safety Standards Act and
its implementing regula-
tions.

Cashier’s check or bid
bond for 5% of bid (max-
imum - $50,000.00) made
payable to the Alabama
Department of Transpor-
tation must accompany
each bid as evidence of
good faith.

The bracket range is
shown only to provide
general financial infor-
mation to contractors
and bonding companies
concerning the project’s
complexity and size. This
Bracket should not be
used in preparing a bid,
nor will this bracket have
any bearing on the de-
cision to award this con-
tract.

The Bracket Estimate
On This Project Is
From $14,726,184 To
$17,998,669 .

The proposed work shall
be performed in conformi-
ty with the rules and regu-
lations for carrying out the
Federal Highway Act.
Plans and Specifications
are on file in Room E-108
of the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation
at Montgomery, Alabama
36110.

In accordance with the
rules and regulations of
The Alabama Department
of Transportation, propos-
als will be issued only to
prequalified  contractors
or their authorized repre-
sentatives, upon requests
that are received before
10 AM., on the day previ-
ous to the day of opening
of bids.

The bidder's proposal
must be submitted on the
complete original propos-
al furnished him or her by
the Alabama Department
of Transportation.

The Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation, in
accordance with Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, 78 Stat. 252, 42
U.S.C. 2000D TO 2000D-
4 and Title 49 code of Fed-
eral Regulations, Depart-
ment of Transportation,
Subtitle A, Office of The
Secretary, Part 21, non-
discrimination in federal-
ly-assisted programs of
the Department of Trans-
portation issued pursuant
to such act, hereby noti-
fies all bidders that it will
affirmatively insure that in
any contract entered into
pursuant to this adver-
tisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be
afforded full opportunity to
submit bids in response to
this invitation and will not
be discriminated against
on the grounds of race,
color, religion, sex, or na-
tional origin in consider-
ation for an award.

The right to reject any or
all bids is reserved.

JOHN R. COOPER
Transportation Director

September 4, 11, and 18,
2026

NOTICE TO
CONTRACTORS

Sealed proposals will be
received by the City Clerk,
City of Gadsden, Ala-
bama, at the City Hall, 90
Broad Street, Room 411,
Gadsden, Alabama until
2:00 P.M., Tuesday, Octo-
ber 6, 2026, for the Gads-
den Municipal Complex
Demolition Project, Bid
Request No0.3652, locat-
ed in the City of Gadsden,
Alabama.

Bids submitted prior to the
bid opening by mail shall
be directed to “City Clerk,
P.O. Box 267, Gadsden,
Alabama 35902-0267” or
in person delivered to the
office of the City Clerk,
Room 401, City Hall, 90
Broad Street, Gadsden,

Alabama.

Bids will be publicly
opened and read at the
above time and place.
Specifications and con-
tract documents are open
to the public for inspection
at the City Hall. To regis-
ter and request Electronic
(pdf) specifications and
contract documents at no
cost, send an email re-
quest to: ecoakley@qcity-
ofgadsden.com. All bid-
ders must be registered
with the City of Gadsden
Engineering Department
in order to submit a bid.
Bids received from un-
registered bidders will be
rejected.

The bidder shall file with
his bid either a cashier’s
check drawn on an Al-
abama bank, payable
to the City of Gadsden,
Alabama, or a bid bond
executed by a surety
company duly authorized
and qualified to make
such bonds in Alabama,
in an amount equal to the
lesser of five percent (5%)
of the bid or ten thousand
($10,000).

The Owner reserves the
right to waive any infor-
malities or to reject any
and all bids.

The successful bidder
will be required to furnish
and pay for the satisfac-
tory Performance and
Payment Bond or Bond
in the amount required by
Section 39-1-1(a), Code
of Alabama 1975, and
evidence of insurance as
required by the bid docu-
ments within ten (10) days
after being notified that he
has been awarded the
contract.

No bidder may withdraw
his bid within sixty (60)
days after the actual date
of the opening thereof.
The bidder must comply
with all requirements of
the public works bid law
Section 39-2-1 et seq,
Code of Alabama 1975.

Any bidder, whether a
resident or non-resident
of the State of Alabama,
must comply with all ap-
plicable  provisions  of
Section 34-8-1, et. seq.,
Code of Alabama, 1975,
including  requirements
for licensing as a general
contractor and the ne-
cessity to show evidence
of license before the bid
will be considered by the
awarding authority. A cur-
rent license number must
be included on the bid.

By signing this contract,
the contracting parties
affirm, for the duration of
the agreement, that they
will not violate federal
immigration law or know-
ingly employ, hire for em-
ployment, or continue to
employ an unauthorized
alien within the state of
Alabama. Furthermore, a
contracting party found to
be in violation of this pro-
vision shall be deemed in
breach of the agreement
and shall be responsible
for all damages resulting
therefrom.

Bidders must certify that
they do not and will not
maintain or provide for
their employees any facil-
ities that are segregated
on a basis of race creed,
color, sex, or national or-
igin. Bidders must also
certify they will make facil-
ities handicap accessible
to the extent required by
law.

THE CITY GADSDEN,
ALABAMA

Craig Ford, Mayor
Jennifer Smith, City Clerk

September 11, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLETION

PROJECT:
Schools New
Systems

Etowah
Intercom

CONTRACTOR:  Staley
Technologies

WORK: Equipment — IP
Intercom System

LOCATION: Etowah
County Schools, Etowah
County, Alabama

OWNER: Etowah County
School Board of Educa-
tion

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that Staley Tech-
nologies, 6101 S. Shack-
leford Road, Little Rock,
AR 72204, has complet-
ed work consisting of
the installation of an IP
Intercom System for the
Etowah Schools New In-
tercom Systems project at
Etowah County Schools,
Etowah County, Ala-
bama. Any person, firm,
or corporation having any
claim for labor, materials,
equipment, services, or
other project-related work
furnished in connection
with this project is hereby
notified to promptly submit
such claim to:

Staley Technologies
1-800-280-9675

6101 S.  Shackleford
Road

Little Rock, AR 72204
This notice is published
pursuant to applicable Al-
abama law.

August 28, September 4,

11, and 18, 2026
PUBLIC RELEASE

Child and Adult Care
Food Program

Public News Release for
Non-Pricing Programs

Summit ETC announces
the sponsorship of the
Alabama State Depart-
ment of Education (ALS-
DE) Child and Adult Care
Food Program (CACFP)

In accordance with feder-
al civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regu-
lations and policies, this
institution is prohibited
from discriminating on
the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex (in-
cluding gender identity*
and sexual orientation®),
disability, age, or reprisal
or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity.

Program information
may be made available
in languages other than
English. Persons with
disabilites who require
alternative means  of
communication to ob-
tain program information
(e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign
Language), should con-
tact the responsible state
or local agency that ad-
ministers the program or
USDA's TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TTY) or contact US-
DA through the Federal
Relay Service at (800)
877-8339.

1. Mail U.S. Dept of Ag-
riculture, Office of Asst
Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington DC,
20250-9410; or 2. Fax
202-690-7442; or Email
program.intake@usda.
gov. This institution is an
equal opportunity provid-
er.

Program locations: Sum-
mit ETC — Gadsden, 715
Raley St., Gadsden, AL
35902 and Summit ETC
— Centre, 1975 East By-
pass, Centre, AL 35960.

Persons interested in re-
ceiving more information
should contact Katie Her-
zberg, 241 S. 3rd St, Ste
A, Gadsden, AL 35901 at
telephone number 256-
439-1575.

September 4 and 11,
2026

JOB COMPLETION

In accordance with Chap-
ter 1, Title 39, Code of Al-
abama, 1975, Bob Smith
Construction, Inc. hereby
give written notice of the
completion of a contract
with the City of Gads-
den, Alabama, for 2024
City of Gadsden Annu-
al Drainage & Concrete
Work, project no. 3524,
and has made request
for final settlement of said
Contract. This notice is to
appear for four consec-
utive weeks beginning
August 28, 2026 and end-
ing September 18, 2026.
All persons having any
claim for labor, materials
or otherwise in connection
with this project should
immediately notify Heath
Williamson, Architect for
City of Gadsden, P.O. Box
267, Gadsden, AL 35902-
0267 during this period.

August 28, September 4,
11, and 18, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLETION

In accordance with Chap-
ter 1, Title 39, Code of Ala-
bama, 1975, as amended,
notice is hereby given that
A & S Electrical Contrac-
tors, Inc., Contractor, has
completed the contract for
Construction of Foodball
Stadium Lighting Reno-
vations for Southside and
Hokes Bluff High School,
at Etowah Couty, Ala-
bama for Etowah Coun-
ty Board of Education,
Owner, and have made
request for final settle-
ment of said Contract. All
persons having any claim
for labor, materials, or oth-
erwise in connection with
this project should im-
mediately notify B. Craig
Lipscomb Architect 422
Chestnut Street, Gads-
den, AL 35901.

A & S Electrical Contrac-
tors, Inc.

906 Nuckolls Street
Gadsden, AL 35903

August 28, September 4,
11, and 18, 2026

NOTICE OF
COMPLETION

Vulcan Materials Asphalt
& Construction, LLC here-
by gives notice of comple-
tion of Resurfacing Pav-
ing at Carlisle Elementary
School in Etowah County,
Alabama. This notice will
appear for three consec-
utive weeks beginning on
September 4, 2026 and
ending on September 18,
2026. All claims should
be filed at Vulcan Mate-
rials Asphalt & Construc-
tion, LLC, P.O. Box 1890,
Gadsden, Alabama,

35902 during this period.

September 4, 11, and 18,
2026

LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chap-
ter 1, Title 39, Code of Al-
abama, 1975, as amend-
ed, notice is hereby given
that GKL Companies,
Inc., Contractor, has com-
pleted the Contract for
Renovation of Reroofing
of Southside Elemen-
tary School located at
2551 AL-77, Southside,
AL. 35907 for the State
of Alabama and County
of Etowah, Owners, and
have made request for
final settlement of said
Contract. All persons hav-
ing any claim for labor,
materials, or otherwise in
connection with this proj-
ect should immediately
notify B. Criag Lipscomb
- Architect, LLC, 436
Chestnut Street, Gadsden
AL 35906

GKL Companies, Inc.
2323 East Greenview Av-
enue

Rainbow City, AL. 35906

September 4, 11, and 18,
2026

LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chap-
ter 1, Title 39, Code of
Alabama, 1975, notice is
hereby given that Greer
Building Contractors,
LLC, has completed the
Contract for Construction
of A Modular Building for
the Etowah County Board
of Education for the State
of Alabama and Etowah
County, Owner(s), and
have made request for
final settlement of said
Contract. All persons hav-
ing any claim for labor,
materials, or otherwise in
connection with this proj-
ect should immediately
notify: B. Craig Lipscomb,
Architect at PO Box 1518,
Gadsden, AL. 35902,
256-390-5657.

Greer Building Contrac-
tors, LLC

110 Thomas Dr.
Gadsden, AL 35904

September 11, 19, and
25, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chap-
ter 1, Title 39, Code of
Alabama, 1975, DV DPH-
QGHG notice is hereby
given Bob Smith Con-
struction, Inc., has com-
pleted the Contract for
construction of: Connec-
tor Additions to Glencoe
High School and West
End High School, 25-112
for the Etowah County
Board of Education, and
have made request for
final settlement of said
Contract. All persons hav-
ing any claim for labor,
materials, or otherwise in
connection with this proj-
ect should immediately
notify: McKee & Associ-
ates, Inc., Kathy Sheffield,
334-834-9933, 631 S.
Hull Street, Montgomery,
AL 36104

Bob Smith Construction,
Inc.

8076 US Highway 11,
Springville, AL 35146

September 11, 18, 25,
and October 2, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE

The following units will be
auctioned or otherwise
disposed of on Septem-
ber 17, 2026 beginning
at 9 a.m. on the premises
of Stock It N Lock It Mini
Storage located at 3403
Rainbow Parkway. Rain-
bow City, AL. 35906.

Kristi Clark - Unit 151-G
Evan Chevryon - Unit
191-G

Ted Hurst - Unit 46B and
47B

Blake Krucs - Unit 129-E
Jamie Pierce - Unit 227-|
Madison Reaves - Unit
45-B

Wesley Wilkerson - Unit
179-G

Kyra Vaughan - Unit 413-|
Logan Williams - Unit 218-
H

Stock It N Lock It
3403 Rainbow Parkway
Rainbow City, AL. 35906

September 4 and 11,
2026

NOTICE OF
VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given that
the undersigned will pro-
ceed to take possession
of the following described
abandoned vehicle(s) on
October 14, 2026.

2017 HONDA CR-V

VIN: 7FARW1H-
97HE043914

UNI AUTOMOTIVE
GROUP, LLC

2501 3rd Street SW
Attalla AL. 35954
256-538-6600

September 4 and 11,
2026

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
POSSESSION

Notice is hereby given that
the undersigned will pro-

ceed to take possession
of the following described
abandoned vehicle(s) on
10/16/2026 at 8:00 am.

2012 Ford Focus Sedan
SE
VIN:
25CL352668

1FAHP3F-

Tommy Tows

3403 Forrest Avenue
Gadsden, AL. 35904
(256) 490-3715

September 11 and 18,
2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
AUCTION OF
ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE that
Thacker Towing will offer
for sale at public auction
to the highest bidder for
cash the following aban-
doned motor vehicles:

2003 Ford F-150
VIN:
W08693KB20239

1FTR-

The public auction will be
held at Thacker Towing,
927 5th Ave NE, Attalla,
AL 35954 on October 30,
2026. The Seller shall
have a right to reject any
bid that is unreasonably
low. The seller expressly
reserves the right to bid
and purchase at the pub-
lic auction.

September 11 and 18,
2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
AUCTION OF
ABANDONED

VEHICLES

Please take NOTICE that
the Kelton Wrecker LLC
will offer for sale at public
auction to the highest bid-
der for cash the following
abandoned motor vehi-
cles:

1995 CHEVRO-
LET TAHOE VIN:
1GNEK13K4SJ446918
2011 CHEVROLET MAL-
IBU

VIN: 1G1Z-
BSE12BF171504

2010 DODGE CHAR-
GER

VIN:
2B3CA3CVXAH206914
2009 PONTIAC G6

VIN:
1G2ZG57N294106929

The public auction will
be held at Kelton Wreck-
er LLC located at 1625
Forrest Ave Gadsden
AL 35901 at 8:00 AM on
10/24/2026. The seller
shall have a right to reject
any bid that is unreason-
ably low and may post-
pone the public auction
until another time and
place. In addition, the sell-
er expressly reserves the
right to bid and purchase
at the public auction.

September 11 and 18,
2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING ON
PROPOSED
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
AGREEMENT

The City Council of the
City of Attalla will hold a
public meeting at Attalla
City Hall, located at 612
4th Street NW, Attalla, Ala-
bama 35954, on Wednes-
day, September 30, 2026,
at 10:00 a.m. to discuss
a proposed economic
development agreement
with Milin Kumar B. Patel,
authorized to do business
in the State of Alabama.
The proposed agreement
involves the development
of a hotel on City-owned
property located on E.R.
Ballard Drive near Guth-
rie’s in Aftalla. The de-
velopment is expected to
generate approximately
$300,000 annually in rev-
enue to the City through
lodging, sales, and prop-
erty taxes.The following
items will be considered
as part of the proposed
agreement:

Tax Exemption for Con-
struction Materials

A tax exemption for qual-
ifying construction materi-
als purchased during the
construction of the hotel.
Lodging and Sales Tax
Rebates After Opening for
Business

The City would provide
rebates according to the
following schedule:

Year 1: 40%

Year 2: 89%

Year 3: 88%

Year 4: 87%

Year 5: 85%

Year 6: 80%

City-Owned Property

The City will provide ap-
proximately 1.75 acres of
land, ready for connection
to the sanitary sewer sys-
tem.

The rebates will terminate
after six (6) years. The
rebate proceeds are in-
tended to help offset con-
struction costs associated
with the development.
The City of Attalla seeks
to increase employment
opportunities and expand
the City’s tax and revenue
base through this devel-
opment.

All interested persons

9/10/26 9:54 AM
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may examine and review
the proposed agreement
in the Office of the City
Clerk, located at 612
4th Street NW, Attalla,
Alabama 35954, during
normal business hours
before and after the pub-
lic meeting referenced
above.

Mandy Cash

City Clerk

September 4 and 11,
2026

ORDINANCE
NO. 0-24-26

Appointing Jessica Wil-
son as Council Member
for District Five
WHEREAS, on August
26, 2026 the council ad-
opted a resolution declar-
ing vacant the office of
Council Member for Dis-
trict Five; and
WHEREAS, Section 11-
43B-12, Alabama Code
1975, provides that in the
event of a vacancy in the
office of a Council Mem-
ber, the Council shall ap-
point a person from the
district in which such va-
cancy occurs to succeed
to the office of the Council
Member for the unexpired
term; and

WHEREAS, Jessica Wil-
son is a resident of District
Five; and

WHEREAS, Jessica Wil-
son is eligible for appoint-
ment to Council Member

for District Five for the un-
expired term;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE
IT ORDAINED BY THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF GADSDEN,
ALABAMA, that Jessica
Wilson is appointed as
Council Member for Dis-
trict Five for the remainder
of the term which expires
on the first Monday of No-
vember, 2026.

Adopted by the City of
Gadsden on September
1, 2026.

Jennifer Smith, City Clerk
September 11, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Gadsden will
conduct a Certified Pub-
lic Test and Inspection of
DS200 and ES Express
Vote machines to be used
in the Gadsden Municipal
runoff election on Tues-
day, September 22, 2026.
Said test and inspection
is open to the public and
will be conducted at 4:00
p.m. on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 16, 2026, at the
former health department
building located directly
behind the Etowah Coun-
ty Courthouse, 800 For-
rest Avenue, Gadsden,
Alabama.

Jennifer Smith

City Clerk/Treasurer
September 11, 2026

PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE
CITY OF ATTALLA

The City of Attalla will
hold public hearings to
discuss the remedies for
nuisance/abatement cas-
es that will come before
the Attalla City council on
Monday, September 21,
2025 at 5:00 p.m. public
hearings will be held at
612 4th Street NW. At-
talla, Alabama. The fol-
lowing addresses will be
discussed.

0 5th Street, North, Attalla,
AL 35954

121 Mulberry Lane, Attal-
la, AL. 35954

638 Owens Avenue, Attal-
la, AL 35954

305 Mcelroy Street, SE,
Attalla, Al 35954

913 1st Street, Attalla, AL
35954

920 Cleveland Avenue,
Attalla, AL 35954

612 & 612 Y2 Highland Av-
enue, Attalla, AL 35954
Mandy Cash

City Clerk

September 11 and 18,
2026

LEGAL ZONING
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given
that on September 23,
2026 at 4:.00 p.m., the
Planning Commission of
the City of Gadsden will
hold a regularly sched-
uled public hearing in the

Council Chamber at City
Hall, First Floor, 90 Broad
Street to give all persons
who desire an opportunity
to be heard, in opposition
to or in favor of, the follow-
ing requests:
Final/Preliminary Plat
for a proposed Lot Line
Adjustment on property
described below: (Prop-
erty Address being in an
around Johnston Avenue
and Twin Bridges Golf
Course)

Parcel “A”

Commence at the south-
west corner of lot 3,
block 4, of mineral dis-
trict land company’s first
subdivision, as record-
ed in plat book b, page
350, Gadsden, Alabama,
which is also the point
of beginning; thence run
north 01°50'00" west a
distance of 50.00 feet
to a point; thence run
north 88°10°00” east a
distance of 140.00 feet
to a point; thence run
south 01°50'00” east a
distance of 50.00 feet to
a point; thence run south
88°10°00” west a distance
of 140.00 feet to the point
of beginning. Said proper-
ty containing 0.16 acres,
more or less, being lot 3
in block 4 of mineral dis-
trict land company’s first
subdivision, as recorded
in plat book b, page 350,
Probate Office, Etowah
County, Alabama.

Parcel “B”

Commence at the north-
west cormer of lot 4,
block 4, of mineral dis-
trict land company’s first
subdivision, as record-
ed in plat book b, page
350, Gadsden, Alabama,
which is also the point
of beginning; thence run
north 88°10'00” east a
distance of 140.00 feet
to a point; thence run
south 01°50'00” east a
distance of 200.00 feet
to a point; thence run
south 88°10°00” west a
distance of 140.00 feet to
a point; thence run north
01°50°00” west a distance
of 200.00 feet to the point
of beginning. Said proper-
ty containing 0.64 acres,
more or less, being lots
45,6, and 7 in block 4 of
mineral district land com-
pany’s first subdivision, as
recorded in plat book b,
page 350, Probate Office,
Etowah County, Alabama.
Reconsideration for Fi-
nal/Preliminary Plat for a
proposed Re-Division of
property described below:
(Property address being
1401 Cloverdale Road
and the corner of Paden

Road).
Begin at an existing
capped rebar at the

Southwest comer of Lot
#1, in Block “1”, of Second
Addition of Paden Farm
Subdivision, as recorded
in Plat Book “C”, Page

275, Etowah County Pro-
bate Office, being on the
East R/W of Paden Road
(50

R/W) and run N 02 de-
grees 0323'W (M) N 02
degrees 0200°'W (R),
along < aid RAY, 123.47
feet (M) 123.58 feet (R)
to an existing capped re-
bar; thence run S 83 de-
grees 3309’E (M) S83
degrees 3142°E (R),
leaving said R/W, 159.87
fee: (M) 160.00 feet (R)
to an existing capped
rebar; thence run N 03
degrees 09'06” E (M) N
03 degrees 04'40’E (R),
137.17 feet (M) 137.22
feet (R) to an existing 1/2”
rebar; thence run N73 de-
grees1324” W (M) N73
degrees12°08"W (R),
179.90 feet (M) 180.00
feet (R) to an existing
1/2” rebar on said R/,
thence run NO2 degrees
00’00"W, along said R/W,
145.67 feet to a pointon a
R/W flare; thence run N79
degrees 43'38’E, along
said flare, 29.85 feet to a
point on the Southwest-
erly R/W of Cloverdale
Road (60° R/W); thence
run S 65 degrees 17'18’E,
along said R/W, 269.29
feet to an existing 3/8”
rebar; thence run S 01
degrees 58'00’E, leaving
said R/W, 324.01 feet to
an existing 1/2” pipe on
the South line of Lot #1;
thence run N

87 degrees 3829E,
along said South line,
200.09 feet to an existing
1/4” roc. at the South-
east comer of Lot #1;
thence run S 01 degrees
59'34"E, along the East
line of Lot #2, 176.00 feet
to an existing pinch-pipe;
thence run S 87 degrees
5507 W, 469.96 feet to
a point on said East R/W;
thence run N 02 degrees
00’00"W, a long-said R/W,
176.00 feet to the point
of beginning. Said prop-
erty being a portion of
lot : Lots #1 and 2, Block
“1”, Second Addition of
Paden Farm Subdivision,
Etowah County, Alabama
and contains 3.73 acres
(more or less).
Final/Preliminary Plat for
a proposed Re-Division of
property described below:
(Property address being
3508 California Street).
All of Block “D”, including
a 10” foot Annulled alley,
in the “Map of Plant City”,
as recorded in Plat Book
“B”, page 300 and 301,
in the Probate office of
Etowah County, Gads-
den, Alabama.
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SERVICES

APPLIANCE REPAIR:
Prompt local service
available for appliance
repair. Washer/Dryer,
Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs.
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule
your appointment now!
1-877-441-0132

SELLING a RV, Tractor
or Golf Cart? ADVER-
TISE STATEWIDE or
by region in over 100
Newspapers, reaching
over 1 million readers
each week! Run your

ad in our Classified
Network for just $210

per week! Make one
call to this newspaper

(participating Ala-

SCAN newspaper) or
call 1-800-264-7043 to
find out how easy it is
to advertise statewide!

We Buy Houses
for Cash AS IS! No
repairs. No fuss. Any

condition. Easy three
step process: Call,
get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling
Liz Buys Houses:
1-877-385-7131

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small
amount of water can
lead to major damage
in your home. Our
trusted profession-
als dry out the wet
area and do repairs
to protect your family
and your home’s value!
If you have water in
your home that needs
to be dried, Call 24/7:
1-833-879-1371 Have
zip code of service
location ready when
you call!

BEAUTIFUL BATH
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and
shower systems at

AFFORDABLE PRIC-

ES! Lifetime warranty

& professional installs.

Call Now! 1-877-583-
6484

Consumer Cellular

- the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract,

no hidden fees and
activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting
at just $20/month. For
more information, call

1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call
1-833-650-7885

FOR SALE

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home,
backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-833-683-

2005 to schedule a
FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate.
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save

an additional 10%.
Restrictions apply, see
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

SunSetter. America’s
Number One Awning!
Instant shade at the
touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350
today! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT
just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with
all the details! 1-877-
817-4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/alabama
#6258

AFFORDABLE TV &

INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your
service, call now for
a free quote and see
how much you can

save! 1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today to
schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-877-403-
4821

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR?7?? DONATE

IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or
start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to
support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran
Car Donations at
1-877-724-3049 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE
IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or
start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

SURPLUS ITEMS

Gadsden State Community College
will now be selling all Surplus items on
Govdeals.com. Anyone interested in purchasing
can go to Govdeals.com, register as a bidder, type
in Gadsden State Community College in the search
engine and view all the items we have for sale.
All items are sold As is.
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